
Communicating your Projects
Wikipedia Education Program as an example



Questions we will try to find answers 
for today

● What is communications?

● Why is it important to communicate your activity?

● What is the value of effective writing and professional 

design?



What is communications?

Communications is sharing information about your activity by different means 
which may include:

WMF blog
Affiliate 
blogs Local media

Newsletters

Etc

Video 
producing

printouts

Social mediaPress 
releases

Mailing lists Events and 
talks



Choosing which means of communications to use 
depends on different factors

● What is your message?

● Who is your audience?

● What do you want to achieve by sharing this 

message?



Today we will discuss only two 
areas of the different means of 

communications used widely in the 
movement through the example of 
the Wikipedia Education Program

Writing Graphic 
design



Why is it important to communicate 
in any of these ways?
There are so many reasons for which people may want to 
do communications. Let’s take a simple example...



If you are planning an event (e.g. an editathon or a workshop), you will need to 
reach out to some targeted audiences:

Participants
Event attendees

Partnerships
To host the event

Donors/Sponsors
To cover expenses

Others?
Allies and supporters

Example



Effective communications



1. Writing

Writing a blog post or a newsletter post can help you do the following:

● Outreach and promotion for the activity inside and outside the Wikimedia 
Community.

● Reach out to new communities to find help and volunteers you are not yet 
connected to.

● Share the success stories and lessons of the event when it is over.

● Inspire others from different places and communities with your story.



2. Graphic design

The design of a project represents its identity. 

It is important to follow the guidelines that maintain visual unity across the 
Wikimedia projects. This looks professional, helps establish respect, and 
helps people understand your identity.

It is great that you plan to have the Wikipedia logo and other Wikimedia logos on 
certificates, promotion material, etc. But it is important to keep the same values 
used in the original design, i.e. the same fonts, spaces, colors and dimensions as 
shown in the following pictures. 



Example of visual identity guidelines and 
violations

✔

This example uses the same font: Linux Libertine.
No modification was made to the globe or the 
wordmark in terms of dimensions, colors, spaces, 
etc.



All the examples here are violating the 
visual identity guidelines. Allowing logos 
like these will lead to lack of trust in your 
activities. Most importantly, it weakens 
our existing trademarks both legally and 
in reputation.

Violations

For more information around 
Wikimedia visual identity please go to:
https://wikimediafoundation.
org/wiki/Visual_identity_guidelines

https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Visual_identity_guidelines
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Visual_identity_guidelines
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Visual_identity_guidelines


Visual identity of Wikipedia Education program

Wikipedia Education Program has its own visual identity too. Like all Wikimedia logos, it will be 
great to use in your online and offline materials.



You can localize the logo to better represent you

Add a tile that represents your program, country or university to the existing logo.



You can also add the flag-map of your country or any local imagery



But don’t forget to adhere to our visual identity

Use the same fonts, colors, spaces to keep a graphic unity between different logos.

For more information around 
Wikipedia Education Program visual 
identity please go to:
https://outreach.wikimedia.
org/wiki/Education/Visual_identity

https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/Education/Visual_identity
https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/Education/Visual_identity
https://outreach.wikimedia.org/wiki/Education/Visual_identity


More information?

Visit the Education Portal on Outreach: 
education.wikimedia.org



Questions?

selsharbaty@wikimedia.org


