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Translated by
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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITT STATES oF AMERICA, et a1l

Sworn De;osition(rr;nhlhaion)

Deponent: BVAMA, Ayao

Having first duly sworn an 0ath as on attached sheet

1th the pProcedure followed in our country
I hereby depose 3s follows,

s 1, 6YAMA, Ayao, served as Director of the Bureav of

Legal Affairs of the War Ministry from December 1933 to

March 1945, My rank

at the time of the surrender was Judicial
Lieutenant General on the reserve list.

2e The law

pertaining to the Punishment of Prisoners
of Wa o

Was revised by Law Fo.

41 on 9 March 1943, There rere
tvo reasons for the revision, First

y @5 Lo the crimes committed
by the Prisoners of Wap in the past, the

No. 225 of 25 October 1904
1905 existed

Imperial Ordinance

and the Law No, 38 of 28 February

at the time of the RUsso=Japanese war. Later on,




to conform to those in the criminal

terms of the criminal code in the

former completely in line
with those in the latter,

Second,

Penalty/ keep in 1line with the

These were the two reasons Why a revision to the law

pertain-
ing to the punishment of pow

S became necessary,

in the fal}l of'y or the wintep of 1942,

the Prisoner of

"ar law was taken up

45 one being under the




Def. Doc., # 2676

Jurisdiction of the War Ministry in connection with the pre-
paration and the arrangement of the bills to be presented in
the next ordinary sessior of the Diet as the usuval practice
of every year, After consultation within the respective
departments and the sections of the Ministry of War and
further consultations with the Bureau of Legal Affairs, etec.,
the final draft was drawn up and approved by the Minister,
then upon approval by the Cabinet meeting, the bill was
presented to the 8lst session of the Diet of the Government.
After being passed by the Diet, the bill became a law and

was promulgated and put in force as Law No. 41 of 1943,

' The Law Pertaining to the Punishment of POWs (Court Exhibit

19654).




In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/__OYAMA, Ayao (seal)




