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ADDRESS OF THZT FOREIGN MINISTER, MR, SHIGENORI TOGO,

!

DELIVERED AT THE EXTRAORDINARY 8S2SSION OF THFT DIET
Nevember 17, 1941.

With the heavy respcnsibilities for the cenduct of fer2ipgn
affairs having unexpectedly develved upon me it 1s = crcat
pleasure for me te avail myseclf of this cppeortunity teday of
speakins cn the feoreign policy f %he Imperinl Governmonte,

Janan, engaged for the past four yenars in military
ocperetions for the censtruecticon of a new order 1n

farweard to surmcunt current difficultiscs with
~ntire nation. First of all, I wish gecod fortuno
rnd success to the cfficers and men of our ~allant fightin: ser-
vicos who are “istinguishing thems=1lves on the frent under the
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August Virtue of His Imperial Maiesty, payineg, at the s ame tims,
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my humble and sincers tribute te the hencured spirits of many
vho have fallen.

In neods ne reiteraticn that the fundamental princiole of
Janan's fereign policy aims 2t tho establishment
BEast Asia basz”? cn justice, therobdby contributing t ~ward the
sromertion ~f general weclfars of mankind., It is n~thing cther
then the fruit cf the ccnstant cffeorts sxorte” in espousnl of
this gsrcat principle that our ceuntry has witnessed an ur ec ss ing

dovalopment of her national fertuns since the Meiji Restoraticon.

It may be recalled that in the prst seventy and cdd ycars Janan

has, ¢n mcre thin ©ono cecasion, succossfully overcome national

orisose BEspocially noteworthy is the Russc=-Jdananese War, 1n
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which Japan stak%ed her naticnal cxistenco in crdor to eliminate an
ocbstacle te the peace cf East Lsin. Sho hnas sinco been

advancing her position es the stabilizing forece in fHast Asia,

and is new andeaveuring with unflinch®ng ecurage tr accrmplish

the great task of inaugurating toward the paace cof the wrerld,

Fertunately, Germany and Italy having similar vicws with
Japan, the Three Pcwer Fact was brcught 1ntr beinze In a little
mrre than a yecar cf ' 8 is well Xnewn, the Pact has

maede, as intended, a gr=aat ccntributicn toward the constructicon

~f new crder in Za ~ and Burcpz, as well as toward the
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preventicen “of the snrc@d cof the war,
The ®mopire of Manchecukur has bocome incrcasingly strong

her establishment., No lecss than thirteeon
ccuntrics have dy rcecognized Manchcukuo, anc her internationa.
‘togecther with her naticnal presperity, is boing steacdily
In China, Japan is crnducting military cperaticons
tn subjucat:z the Chungking regim-. " Tho basic prlicy rf Japan

toyward the China Affair ccnsists in establishing cooporatlicon

between Japan and China, thoreby securing th: s taklity

LAaid and the advencement of cemmen prospsrity in this

Thes Basic Trecaty rerulating thz now rclatirns betwesn Japan and
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cencluded seme time ago bestwesn the Japanesc Gevarnment

Noticnal Gevermnment cf China. It is the detecrminaticn
the Imperial Gevernment Tc sxtend thoir co=-speraticn tewarc
purther strasngthening of the National Government of China,
Alen~ with the succesful cen lusicen ¢f the China Lffalr,
akes a rreat interest in the reg f the Nerth and also

Japan tak
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in the Scuth Seas. Followin: the ~utbreal cf the Zurrpean War,

Japan has exerted every effort t- prevent the ceonflict from

spreacing’'tc the East from the standpoint -~f maintaining tha
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peace ~f East Asia in generel, Japanese~-Srviet Meutra
Pact cencluded in April of
the safety in the YNcrth in ceonferrmity wi
Altheurh hrstilities subsequently br
the - U our Geovernment
policy of preserving security
Japan's “eterminatirn tc prevent
causatirn of facters likz1ly teo
alsc the develcecpment of such a
rights and interests of Janan.
the Suth Seas
sfully mediated in

between Thailand and French
pclitical and econrmic rzlaticns
further cencluded with Franch
of Fraonch Indo-China teo n ne 1 >rnatilcont situaticrn confr-

when it began hreatar 1cusly ty nf
French Ind--China, and c-~n

securlity ~f Japan, They hawve cdosratehcd
clal Ambassadrr to Fraznch Inde=China +o

~f friendship betwesn Janan and that country.
have alsc strengthened the ecrnrmic rolaticns with
are enceaveuring tc premote cc-cparatisn betwoen t

by exchanging Ambassadors.
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It is extrencly cdeplerable, however, that malicirus prcpaganc:
<hauld be let locse by scme third Pewors, renr3senting Janan as

harbouring azgressive designs towards theso regicns. ] have nrt

the slightest doubt that the peoples of East Asia, understanding

-
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ths rcecal intenticns ~f Janan, will ce=-cperate with cur country
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fcr the cstablishment of a new crdeor 1n

Japan is thus concentratin~ her sincarc and utanst of%cris

~n. the successful terminati~n of the China Affalir an?d the initiati-
cf a new crder in %ast Asia. PBut when cur ¢t
southern part of Fronch Indo=-China this

ths Protoccl for the jerint cefence rafarracrs

-

Britain and the United States cl nso to rocar. it as

thair t~rriterics and feorzs Jasan's asszts in their coun*®ics which

censtitutcs a measurc tantamount tc rupturing ccrnemic r~latiens.

Tho British dominions and ccrlenies have all felleowod sul and tho
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Nethoerlands Bast-Indies, tcoe, srined in similar stzovs. Grecat
» . .
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Rritain and the Unitcd States have oven gono ths lonagth

~stablishing cnecircling pesitions against Japan by inducing

Australia, the Netherlands Bast-Infics and the OCh

t o jrin 8

The intornaticnal situvati~n c~nfrenting Janan has

" .

incr2asingly tense day after day, anc th> prossuro

aborvs roferred t~ from Great Britain and the Bnitcd

our ccuntry censtlitutcs a r2ally scricrus qu2stinn af fneting,

it deoply dres, tho vVory sxist-nes cf cur Zmpir>. In this
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erepnoccticn, T shoull like to call attenticn ~f sv>rycne hare amn

abrrad te the fact that desopits such decvelopments, tho Inporial
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Goevernm-nt, prrmpted by the high mective €t~ pr2scrve pcase in theo

wcrléd particularly in the Pacific and alse to avort the worst
cvoantuality, hav2z histhertr oxerted th2ir utmest ~ffrrts in crdor
tr cvererm? te difficult situatirn,

the ~utbrzak cf the China Affair, the Japanesec-Amorican
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rclaticns hawec progressively cdetericrated sec that, if they were
loft ¢t~ Aérift without 2 timoly cheock, there was n~ knewing

L

whe ther the situatirn weruld neot ultimately en? in a catastr~nhe.
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Sheculd such an eventuality ~ccur, it would 2ntail zreat suffoering
not enly mrn the countries 1in the Pacific basin but en the 2ntire
makind as well,
Sclicitrus frr peace as evor, the Jaranese Geovornmzant
have, since April last, c¢ nn ccnversations with tho
Grvernmont ¢f thoe United Statzs with a view tr bringing about
a fundamental adjustment cof the Javancsc -Amcrican relatirnse.
The ferm2r Cabinzt ondeaveuraed 2arncestly to rcach a successful
conclusirn of the negetiaticrns, in view particularly cf the
tensi~n in the situatirn which has beaen accentuate
summer ¢f thils vea but an agreement f vicws was nct
between
in crder to avert the intornationa
rf the Pnecirie,
n-getiaticns which ars still %n progresse 1 rogrot
have nct the liberty rf ravzaling at this Jjuncture
cf the negetiatirnse But I think an amicablo conclusi

by n~ moans impossible if the Governm:nt c¢f ths United Statos

:, on the ~ne hand, genuinely solicitour for world pecace as are
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the Imperial Gcvernment and, ecn the cther, understand Japan's
natural requiroments and her nositirn in Bast Asia and consider
the situaticen as it exists there in the light ~f realitics.
Merenver, the views of the twe cruntries have generally been
macde clear thrrugh the ccnversatisns which have new lasted nore
than six m~nths an? e~ns2auently, I beclicve it must be covident
ter the United States Govermment thet, vizwed sven frem the
technical angls, there is no ' ' of spending much time con
th? negoticns hereafter.

Such b2ing the circumstances, the Jananese Gevernmant are

—
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ben”"ing thier best 2f“ orts tc the succoessful ernclusicn of the

negoctiatiecns, but there 1is naturally a limit t~ our ccnciliatery

attitude. Shrculd an occcasirc 1 §¢ as might monace the
existance of the &n > or compremise tho prestige of Japan

w J

as a great Power, 1t goes witheut sayving that Janan must face

it with a firm and resclute attitude. For my part, I am tanking

the negefiations with 2 firm resclve regerding this

neccessary that the entirs naticn sheuld
unite and jein fereces to rverceme it. Nati~nal dsefence and
diplemacy are inseparable while internal prlitices and extarnal
pclicy are ccuntzrpart cof each cthere At nr time is ths need fer
the merbilizatirn of the natirn's total strongth, with the Gevern-
ment and u y3eple uniting, felt mor~. acutely than a2t tho

prasent juncturce.
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In ecncluding the frank statement of my viecews and copinicns,

I earnestly hope that hundred milicns ¢f my fellow countrymen will

extend their full support and cececporatioen,
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