Defense Does 1500-0-4

Procccdings of the Joint Committce on the Investigetion of the
Pearl Hrrbor Attock - Congress of the United Stoates, Scventy-
Ninth Congrcss, First Sessilon.

Exccrpt from tcstimony of 4dmircl R. F. Ingersoll - Tuesday,
Fcbruary 12, 1946
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'r., GEARHART., Yhcn did thct occur?

Admir~1 INGIPRSOLL. Just to show agein hov merory ccn trick a
person, Admirsl Richerdson, I recd in the paper, hrd testifiicd
thot I ant to London in 1940 when I was [lssistont Chief of
Navel Op-rations cnd when /driral Stork was Chicef of Nevel Opcora-
tiong, &Lis ¢ matter of foect, I wont in Decembor, vory late in
Dcecr ber of 1937, when I vwas Dircetor of the Yer Plans Division
and vhcn Admirel Loahy was Chicf of Navel Operrtions. Adniral
Richerdson 'rvas perfectly sincere in whot he said.

Ve, GEARHART. Well, th:t was prectty ecrly, beforc cvents be-
gan to dovelop.
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Admir-l ING™RSOLL: Thorce werc two purpnoscs. The primary
purposc wos to investigete and to talk with the British Admiralty
of ficicls os to '"hat ¢ could do if the Unitcd ftotcs and Japen
vrore to find thomsclves at var with Jeprn in the Pacific,

Mr., RICH&RDSON, United Statcs and Englond,

Admrirol INGERSOLL, Unitcd Statcs and England vould find them-
seclvcs ot var vith Japrn in the Peoeific, to cxplore c¢ll thc means,
wh~t mecans could bc used, whrt arrangemcnts it would bc ncccssary
to meke in regard to commend rclationships, in rcgord to communicat
ing 'rith cach othcr, of csteblishing licison officcers and preparing
ccrtain codcs and ciphcrs, and so forth.

L L L L L] L ]

(11404) 1lr. GELREART, VWere the assumptions upon vhich thcsc
conversations were brsed thet the United States ond Britein would
bc in war togethcr? |

rdmir~l INGTRSOLL. Thc assumption was thot the United States
~nd Gro~t Britain might find themsclves both ot war with Japan 1n
the Paeciflc.

Mr, GELRHART., 4nd your rurposc in going thorc was to work out
a tentetive plan 2s to how erch notion would coopcrate with the
othzr in thc cvzont thot should occur?

Admirs1l ING"RSOLL. Thet is right, to find out wvhat we could
do, vhot fore:s e could cxpcet. Thc British had to be 2 little
bit carcful about it bcecuse theoy did not know at thet time whether
they were going to have, in a ycor or tvo, ¢ Furopein war on their
hands, and they could not state dcfinitely whot forcecs they could
clloccte to the Pacifiic ot that timc,

¥r. GE.RHART. Did you go thcre to discuss Jopan or Germany?
Admir~l INGERSOLL. Japan only.

4dmirs1 INGERSOLL. 4s I s2y, that rccord of conversctions
beeame cntircly obsolctc whon the later agrecments in aBC-1 were
in offcet in 1940 or 1941,
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