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LC Sir John Latham
High Court Melbourne

We heartily congratulate you are commissioned first minister for Japan. We expect
future development good relationship both countries.
President Baron Sakatani Members Australia Japan Society
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: Hu.ﬁ.oﬂ. Sakatani President Australia Japan Society Marunouchi Tokyo
Greatly appreciate your message please convey my sincere thanks to your members

(stop) I am looking forward to meeting them again Latham
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WELCOME ADDRESS BY BARON SAKATANI
Your Excellencies, Ladies Ewa Qe_._.zaﬂma"

I am filled with aﬂms unusual emotion this afterncon in welcoming Sir John Latham,
the first Minister from the Commonwealth of Australia, and _...-mu suite, representing that
most friendly people inhabiting the great continent of the south Pacific.

I presume that nany of us here assembled to do honour to Sir John Latham today
well remember how whole-heartedly we welcomed the Australian Mission led by His
Excellency in this very hall seven years ago. It was then my good fortune, as President
of The Australia-Japan Society, to address the Mission with words of welcome, to which
His Excellency graciously responded.

Looking back to that day, and recalling what transpired then, I cannot but feel that
the hopes and desires entertained at that time have nearly all been realized today, and it
is this sense of satisfaction that fills the atmosphere of welcome with delight and happiness. |
In fact, the presence of Sir John Latham, a statesman of world-wide renown, among us
in the present condition of world affairs is a high privilege for this gathering, as it can |
also be taken as a clear-cut demonstration on the part of the Go'ernment. and people of
Australia of their desire to doubly strengthen the amicable bonds existing between the two

|




| «
countries.

The responsibility of diplomats in an abnormal world situation is certainly very grave,
and in proportion as the gravity of responsibility is great, so their task becomes more
highly complicated and difficult.

What we Japanese most earnestly desire is that the nations bordering on the Pacifie
Ocean should enter into closer relations and better understanding, and that they should

firmly establish and maintain permanent peace among themselves,

While the regrettable China incident, which broke out four years ago, still awnits final
solution, & matter which closely concerns us now is whether the war now devastating the
vast aren of Europe might not extend its des'ructive influence toward the Pacific regions.
If this fear ends as a mere _Em_.g_.m, well and good ; but if not, it would be a terrible
blow to the welfare of all humanity. To the task of preventing such a disaster from being
visited upon our part of the world from the West, the people of Japan and the people of
Australin must dedicate themselves with firm determination and untiring efforts.

Present international relations are so delicate that the exchange of mere diplomatic
formalities is of m.u_oﬁ quite mﬂmmmnnmwm to improve them. Honest and open-hearted deliber-
ations should be held in order to reveal the real intentions of each to the other.

Taking these _iaim of the situation of the world at the present day, we can unever too

highly appraise the far-reaching significance and value of this gathering arranged in honour
of our distinguished guests.

-

Once more, may I be allowed to repeat that it must be our aim to make the waters of

. the Pacific Ocean permanently calm, a:d that our two countries must forever be devoted to
the noble work of keeping the Pacific true to its name ?

SPEECH BY SIR JOHN LATHAM
Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen :

My first words must be words of thanks to the Society of The Australia-Japan Society
and to all the members of the Society for paying me the compliment of inviting me to be
their guest on this oceasion. I am very glad indeed to be in Japan again. I naturally think
& the associations which I have had with Japan in the pash My first active interest in
Japan was aroused in 1923, when I was a new member of Parliament. I had been in
Parliament only for a few _Eounrm when that frightful earthquake took place in Yokohawma,
in Tokyo and elsewhere in Japan, and it occurred to me that matters might be very
difficult indeed for you people here, and I made a suggestion to the Prime Minister of

J
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Australin, Mr. Bruce, that Australia should send a ship with clothiug and food to Japan.

That was done. Ever since then I have felt a particular interest in Japan, aud later in
1934 T was sent here, as mauny of you know, as a travelling representative of Australia, and
I then had the opportunity of meeting many people in Japan and of making many friends.
I remember the occasion on which I was entertained by The ,Australin-Japan Society with
my friend Baron Sakatani as President. I do ._.,EHSFE very much indeed the message he
sent to us through my friend, His Excellency Prince Tokuzawa, who knows Australia and
Australians so well, We all hope that he will soon be completely recovered from his illness.
I have in my home in Australia a beautiful cloisonne vase which this Society presented to
Lady Latham and myself, and I assure you that it is one of our most treasured and most
" admired possessions. When I returned to Australia I helped in forming a Japan-Australin

Society, and I remained its President as long as it was possible to do so, until T was
appointed to the Bench.

I am now here addressing you again, and I am here as the first Australian Minister
in Japan to represent in Japan Australia and Australian interests.

I will not speak of the European war, to which reference has been made in Baron
Sakatani’s observations, except to say this: that Australia is completely and unreservedly

with Great Britain in this war, and that we are developing, extending and utilising all of
our resources in Emﬁ. and in materials to assist the cause of Great Britain and our owpn
cause in that war. We supply not only food and clothing, as you know, but also large
quantities of munitions.

Now, as far as Australia and Japan are concerned, Australin has no quarrel with any
country in this hemisphere, and there is no reason why there shoald be any quarrel
between Australia and any country in this hemisphere. There is no policy of Australia to
which legit mate objection can be taken as a national policy.

 Australid is a self-governing country, eutirely self-governed. We control our own affairs
. in every respect. We are a part of the British Empire, but we are a part of the British
Empire just because we choose to be a part of that remarkable political organisation wiich
can be a real unity and yet allow to the Dominions complete freedom to govern themselves.
Accordingly, we are in the Dritish Empire voluntarily and not because we are compelled

to belong by any form of compulsion.

Australia is not a British colony, Australia begau life as a British colony, and for many |
‘years we were governed from England. But that system has long ceased. We organise our
policy in the closest co-operation with Great Britain and our Governments act upon 4 basis
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of consultation and co-operation. For example, we provide for our own defence. There
has not been a DBritish soldier in Australia for 70 jears.

Relations between Australia and Jajan have been friendly, uniformly friendly. Now
and again there has been a little trouble about trade but there will be trouble about trade

Fetween the frienHiest countries of the world until we are all angels and then we won't be
troubling about trade. But it is true that at the present time there aro some circumstances
which tend to make our relations a little more difficult than has formerly been the case. I
refer to your Press, the well known “Nichi Nichi,” to illustrate my point. A few days ago
I found a heading in this paper referring to an article upon the Southward Push by a
South Seas resident. It is said by the correspondent of the newspaper that the Government
gshould be warned against the trumpeting of the Southward drive because it was making
the position of the Japanese in the South uneasy. Now I am not going to enter into any
discussion of a controversial matter, but I may with respect suggest that you get your
geography books right, so that in the schools at least they will know that Australia i8 not

part of Asia. It is a simple suggestion based on a simple fact which should be clearly
Hagmﬂ.mman.—.
In the Pacific area there are several types of civilisation—in North America, a European

!

civilisation with American modifications ; in South America a Spanish-American civilisation ;
in Australia we have a completely European civilisation; in Asia there are several types of
Asiatic emagEgmoF How are all these civilisations to live together ? That is one way of
putting the HmoE.cE of the Pacific.

Ladies and Gentlemen, there should be no difficulty in their living in complete harmony.
It can be done upon a basis of mutual respect. I thought that that basis was well establish-
ed last year when, after the events of the Summer in Europe, when several auggmm were
overrun, the Netherlands Government, Great Britain and the U. S. A, all declared in favour
of the preservation of the status quo in the Pdeific. Your country, Japan, followed with an
even more vigorous expression of the same view, saying that Japan insisted and would
continue to insist upon the preservation of the existing situation in the Pacific. If Japan
adheres to that deliberately :wum:gmm wo:.am.. there is no reason why peace should not be
maiuntained in the Pacific with prosperity for all the countries of the Pacifie. As I have
said, we can get along quite well, Ladies and Gentlemen, upon a basis of mutual respect
if all will adopt that basis. It will be my aim and endeavour while I am here to co-operate
in every way towards the attainment of an objective which means so much to all of us who
live upon the shores of the Pacific. My country Australin is fortunate in that we have

| i
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never known war within our borders. We never want to know war within our borders, and
we believe that we are doing nothing which should bring war within our borders. We wish
to live upon terms of amity with all our neighbours. We wish to trade with them. We
wish to improve our own culture by learning from them and we hope we might even make
some contribution to the development of their culture. That, Ladies and Gentlemen, is our
national aim and ideal. It does not extend beyond our own borders. We seek to interfere
with nobody else. We are satisfied to live upon terms which will enable us all to live in
our own countries in accordance with our own ideas and ideals upon the boundaries of
this great ocean. ,. |
Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, I thank you for the compliment which you
have paid me this afternoon. I am glad to be here again. I hope that I will be here for a
considerable period so that I may learn still more about this fascinating country and people.
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
Customs & Excise Office,
SYDNEY, 20th February, 1940,
N. 8. W, ORDER W 40/53.
CUSTOMS (LMPORT LICENSING) REGULATIONS
PIECE GOODS
. The following Tariff Ttems may each be treated ns one eategory specific ition for import licensing purpos s —
Tariff Ttom 105 CA)(1)(a) previously three separate eategory specifeations,

b 105 CAY(1)(A) previously thres sepurate category specifentions.
» 105 (B) previously three separate cateory speeifentions,
- 105 () previously three sejarate category specit'ontions,
e 105 (O) previously six separate eategory apecifeations,
v 120 (D)(1)  previously three separate category speeil’oations,
5 130 (BY(1)(n) previously three separate category sjecifcations,

2, The nﬂaw&_zm decisi m will hnve effect as on and from 1st February, 1949—the date of commencement of the -
sccond licensing period,
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COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA
Customs & Execise Ofen,
SYDNEY. 17th February 1940,
N. 8. W. ORDER W'40/47,
CUSTOMS (CIMPORT LICENSING) REGULATIONS.
PAPER
The following Tarifi Ttems may ench be troatod ag one eategory specifieation for import lieensing pRrpORe s 1—
Tarifl Ttem 334 (C)(1) Previonsly two separate category specifications,
Tariff Item 334 n_...v Proviously threo separate category apecilentions,
Tariff Ttem 384 (Q) previously three separale category #pecilent’ons,
2, Importations of paper dutiable under Tariff Item 334C2 during the base year 1038-39 mny be used for
dotermining an importer’s permissible imports under Tariff Item 334(F)
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Syduney, 17th February, 1940,
N. 8. W, ORDER W'40/46,
CUSTOMS (IMPORT LICENSING) REGULATIONS,
COTTON & ARTIFICIAY, SILK PIECE GOODS
CLASSIFIED IN CATEGORIES “A", “B” AND “D”

For the purpose of N.8.W. Order W,80/99, the term *“‘Cotton and Actificinl Silk Picoe Goods’ has been defined

as follows :—
(n) Pieocs goods dutiable under the following Tariff Items:—

Item 195 CA) (1) (a)
CA) (1) (@)
CA) (1) Ce)
(A (@
CB)
©)
) (1
(KD (@)
(0))

180 (B) (1) (o) v
(b) Piece goods normally classifable under the Tariff Items enumerated in (a) above but admi un

Departmental By-law under Tariff Items 827, 404, 404 A, 415A(1), 415A(2) or 484,
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N.8.W. ORDER W'40/54.
Sydney 20th Feb,, 1940,
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JUSTOMS (IMPORT LICENSING) REGULATIONS.

GOODS ON ORDER-CATEGORY i 1

Goods in Category “D" for which orders were plaped with and acoepted hy oversmeas an

||||| 1939, may bo imported provided :—
() that the orders so placed

pplierst in Enropean

and aceepted represent normal quantities
(b) that importation of such goods into Australin is

2. N.B,W. Order W’39/82 is further amended,
NOTE: Re N.8.W. Ornder W40/51-“Sterling countries”’

effected not Iater than 30th April, 1940,

» referred to in para. 1 shonld read “Non-sterling Conntries’’,
J . -.—.._ Hw’-q

Actg. Collector of Customs, N.S.W.
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CUSTOMS (IMPORT LICENSING) REGULATIONS

For the purposes of the Customs (Tmport Licensing) Regnlations, the term

“imported into Anstralin® is to be
interproted ns being brought into the

Port of destindtion for the purpose of being there
which were intended to be &__a_._ﬁm._r._ at suy Brishane or Syd

20th February, 1940,

discharged—e.g., goods

cannot be regardod ns being imported if the vessel on which sueh goods wore earried arrived
at sy Fremantle on that date.

(Signed) G, F, A, MITCHELL

Collector of a Customs, N, 8, W.
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to assist the Managing Dive ‘tor, when required.

The President may appeint a elerk to conduct the elerical
business of the Society, when required.

Article IX. Meetings of the Society ahall be as follows:—
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(a) A General Meeting once a year, and Extraordinary

\

General Meetings when deemed necessary by the Presi-

dent upon a resolution passed by the

(b) A Consulting Members’ Meeting shall be held when

deemed necessary by the President.
(¢) A Directors’ Meeting shall be held when occasion de-

mands.

Article X. Any member who is found undesirable shall lose his

membership upon a resolution of the Directors.

Article XI. Any member who fails to pay annual dues shall lose

his membership.
Article XII. An amendment of this Constiution shall be pro-

members, and must be approved by the votes of over two-

posed either by the President or by more than one-fifth of the
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Coﬁst‘itution of The Australia-Japan Society

(ESTABLISHED, APRIL, 1928)

Article I. The name of the Society shall be the Australia-Japan
Society. The main office shall be in Tokyo. Local branches
shall be established when found desirable.

Article I. The objects of the Society shall be:—
The promotion of friendly relations and of commercial activi-
ties between the peoples of Australia and Japan, for the pur-
pose of fostering the common interests of both.

Article III. For the purpose of attaining the objects mentioned
in the foregoing article, the Society shall :—
(a) study various industries, institutions, social systems and
other conditions in Australia;
(b) introduce things Australian to Japan;
(¢) introduce things Japanese to Australia;
(d) endeavour in every way possible to promote trade be-
tween both countries;
(e) issue magazines and other publications ;
() hold lecture meetings for all or any of the above, and
(g) deal with other necessary matters.

Article IV. Members of the Society shall be:—

(a) Ordinary Members,

(b) Supporting Members, and

(¢) Honorary Members.

Ordinary Members shall pay 6 yen each annually. Non-
resident Ordinary Members, ie., those not residing in Japan,
shall pay no dues.

Candidates for membership must be proposed by a member
or members of the Society.

Supporting Members are those who pay the sum of not less
than 75 yen annually.

Supporting Members may propose cand.dates for unpaid
membership at the rate of one for 75 yen of the supporting
contribution. '

Honorary Members shall be nominated by the President up-
on a resolution passed by the Consulting Members.

Article V. Officers of the Society shall be as follows :—
One Hounorary President ;
Honorary Vice-Presidents ;
One President ;
Two Vice-Presidents ;
One Managing Director :
Directors’ not exceeding twenty ;
One Honorary Treasurer; and
A number of Consulting Members.
The President may appoint Advisers.

Article VI. The officers of the Society shall be elected in the fol-
lowing manner:—
The President and Vice-Presidents, by a General Meeting ;
The Advisers, Managing Director, Directors, Honorary
Treasurer and Consulting members by the nomination of the
President : |
The term of the officers shall be two years;
They may be re-elected.
Article VII. The duties of the officers shall be as follows .—
The President shall preside over the Society.
The Vice-Presidents shall assist the President, and when the
President is absent, one of them shall act as President.
The Managing Director and the Directors shall transact the
various affairs of the Society.
The Honorary Treasurer shall control the financial atlairs of
the Society.
The Directors and the Consulting Members shall decide
important affairs of the Society.

Article VIII. The President may appoint Honorary Secretaries
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