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DEF. DOC. #1°%! Exh. Nm.
Translated by
Defense Language - 1.h

INFTERNATTIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THR FAR FTAST

THE UNITRD STATFS OF AMRRICA, ot al
—vs -—

ARAKI, Sadao, et al 'Q

Sworn Deposition (Yransiation)
Deponent : «- NEEOTO’Hiroshi
Faving first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

T hereby depose as follows,

Quess Please state the Witness! age and address.

Anss Age-35T7.

Address - No. 1047, Nogaya, Tsurukawa-mura,

Minamitama-gun, Tokyo-to.

Ques: Please state a brief history of the Witness.

Ans ¢ I graduated from the Wilitary Academy in 1€11 and
from the Military General Staff Collegz in 1022,
After serving eos a mewber of the General Staff
Headquarters,a membar of the War Affairs Section,

War Ministry and 2 member of the Information

Department, War Ministry, I became the Regimentel
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DT‘:F. DOC ° #1'-‘%
Commander at ASAHIKAWA, During the Chins ncide: ™
T was a staff officer under General TRRAUCHI, Com.ua‘y: ,
* Army : ;
der of the Narth China Area. Following this, 1 hel: |

various posts such as Chief of é!?%r of the South

Cchina T"xpeditionary Army, commander of a divislon
and a district army stationed In MANCHURIA, and

at the end of .the war T was gcommander of the North

China Army.
Ques¢ While the Witness was the Chief of Staff of the

south China wWxpedltionary Army, was SATO, Kenryo the
assistant Chief of Staff of the said Army?

Ans¢ ves, SATO Kentryo was at that time an Army Alr
Colanel and was the Assistant Chief of Staff of the
south China *xpedltionary Army,

Ques: Please descrilbe the duties of SATO as Assistant

Chief of Staff.

Ans ¢ SATO was mainly in charge of ﬁheED;;alled rear area
services; 1.c., maintaining equipment, supply and
clothing and food, etc. for the Army, which enabled
me\the Chief of Staff, to devote myself solely to

: the operational duties without other worrles.
Ques s :¥§L Assistant Chief of Staff have the right to give

orders to his subordinate staff of ficers?

o D




DEF. DOC. #1B81

Anss

Quess

Ans:

Ques:

Ans:

The main duties of SATC can be explainzd 1A nthes
words as followss-- With a view to maintaining %o~
full fighting strength of the Army, SATO's job wau

to keep in close contact with the other sections in
the Army headquarters so that necessary matters can
be jointly agreed upon and that the sections can
function smoothly. Since SATO was rendering
nssistance to me, the Chief of Staff, in this manner,
he had no power to give orders to or superviggipfher
staff officers within the Army headquarters.

was it while you were in the position of Chief of
staff of the South China ¥Wxpeditlonary Army that the
Japanese forces advancecd Into North French Indo-
China?

Yes.

Please explain in detail the circumstances which led
to a2 clash between the Japanese and the French Indo-
China armies at the time of the former's advance into
North French Tndo-China.

The advance of the Japanese forces into North French
Indo~China was agreed upon in August 1940 the 1l5th
year of SHOWA, between the governments of TOKYO and
ViCHY (the Vichy Government was then the lawful

government of France). As far the execution of

S
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D=F. DCC. #1981

| this advance, Wajor General NISHIHARL Issak;; y
representing the Japanese Army, and the Governcry - |
general of French Indo-China were to mect at HANWOL

and meke an itemized agreement, according to which

the advance was to be carried out. The South China

Fxpeditionary Army. was ordered by the Imperial

General Headquarters to organize a French Indo-
China expeditionary army and was in the process of
making its table of organizatlion and preparations
for the dispatch.

However, the negotiations for "the itemized agreement"
by Major General NISHIHARA was nowhere near reaching
a conclusion.

At that time, from the Imperial Headquarters Na jor
general TOMINAGA Kyoji, Chief of Operations Section
of the Army Dept.oiha Tmperial Headquarters, was
dispatched, bringing with him a plan for an
independent advance (in case of apy resistance on
the part of the French Indo~Clkina Army, whille making

the independent advance, the ubﬁnf aims was permitted

to remove the obstruction) agid the Squth China
Fxpeditionary Army, under t uidance of Major
General TOMINAGA, mapped o@t afesh o plan for an

independent advance.

’’’’’




DEF. DOC. #1981

The outline of the plan for the seid independali
advence is as follows: ==

A. TFrom the French Indo-Chlna - Chinese frontler,
that is, from a broad front extending about 80 km.
from north to south with CHENNANKAN as its center,
the 5th Division shall advance in several columns.
B. The French Indo-China Fxpedltionary Army (about
the strength of one mixed bgigade) shall be trans-
ported by sea and, with a view to acting in concert
with A,1t shall land on the eoact near HAIPHONG and
proceed to HANOL.

C. By transporting one mixed brigade by sea and
Janding it on the right bank arca of the Ronge River,
when necessary, the communications shall be cut off
between south and north French Indo-China. As 1t
was a purely opsrationsl movement, the army unita
vere placed under the direction of the Commander of
the South China prefitionary‘grmy and the protection
of the sea transrortation and of the landing units
was to be taken care of by the Commander-in-Chief
of the South China Expediticnary Fleet.

In other words, there were two alternative plansg

One was, if the negetiations for "the itemized

egreement" can be successfully concluded In accordance

the- with, the French Indo-China ®xpediticnary Army

o B




DEF. DOC. #1981

alone would landed at HAIPHONG harocur ané make .
peace ful advance; the other plan was, 1f the
negotiations fail, the abovementioned independent
adrance an operational movement foulc be rafe.
Howeyer, t;m negotiations for "the itemized agreement"
by Ma,or General NISHIHARA was mgking a very slow
progres, After various complications, Major
General "ISHINAGA made a final proposal to the
French Into-China Governcr-General setting noon of
Sept. 22 as she deadline for an snswer. The Governor=
General was :tified thet a free action would be
taken 1if no seply was forthcoming by that time.
with the compliiitn . of the sbove plan for an
independent advirce, the 22nd Army (commanded by
Lieut. Gereral KDJ'J)was in the following position:
The Sth Divisi.h (A prepared for advance in columns
by deploying near tie frontier on the Worth-south
1tne through CHWNNANZN; the sea-borne French Indo-
China Fxpeditionary Amy (R) assembled and stood by
off the coast of YAMHSTFN, KUANHSI provinces; the
mixed brigagde (C) aboaril ships aswembled and stood
by off HATIKON, HAINAN 1s.end. The Commander of the
south China ¥xpeditionary (rmy, with a required

narber of staff officers rrt.caéded to the command

re . t WATKOW, HAINAN 1slani.
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As there was 1@ reply frem the Frerth Tndo-Chinn

Gavermar Gemeral by neon, Sept. 22, the negotie bioi )
far "the itemized agrgement" was regarded as

unsuccessful. Therefore, in accordance with the

provisions of the Tmperial Hcadquarters order that

the action for an independent advance be started

at 240C Sept. 22, the Commander of the South China
rxpeditionary Army ordered the units, A.B.C. etc, toO
units
commence thelr novements at 2400 Sept. 22. Thus the/\
began this respective movements, especially the 5th
pivision procecded through the narrow mountain paths

in widely deployed formations to the frontler line.

At this time we unexpectedly recelved & despatch from
Ma ior General NISHIHARA that the French Tndo-China
Governor~@eneral came to agree to the Japanese proposals.
I do not remember the exaoct time but it was in the
evening. As soon &8 dispatch was recelved, the
commander of the South China Rxpeditionafy Army
tmmediately gave orders by wireless at his own
discretion to the unitstosuSpend thelr advances and
reported thereof to the Imperial Headquarters in
detail. From the Imperial Headquarters also we
received an order for svspensipg of the independent

acva.ce. This spapernsion-order was definltely

o I
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C
conveyed te thejunit which remained s*ationary off

HAIKSW, Thgiunit; namely, the French. Indo-Chinr
sdvance unit, had already left frem off the coast

af YAMHSIWN fer HAIPHONG, and Commander KUNO having
received the telegram frem H.TXON immediately sent

a telegram te the 5th pivisien Cemmander of the A-
unit te suspcnd the advanee .

However, a8 1t was already night time and the Divislion
Commandcr wus on his way to the frontisr, the wireless
communication post of the 5th Division was forced
with the diffilculty of tracing tkc Division Commander
through the darkness to forward the code tclegram.
However, overcoming such difficulty, the order from
commander KUNC was delivered tc the Division Commander.
But much time was wasted due T2 this difficulty and

1t was 20 minutes before 2400 Lrs, Sept. 22 the
sheduled time for the front unit to pass the frontler,
that the Divisinn Commender received this order.
Altheugh the Division Commander immediately gave
erders to the columns te suvspend thelr édvance, it
was at 0040 hrs. Sept 23 that the commander of the
unit constituting the central colums in the
CHRNNANKLN arca received the order, and the columns
were already fighting the French Indo-China forces of
TONDAN
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Thus, cdue to the darkness and the fiohting, 1t was
reported that there Was nothing that could be done.

such was already the case with the central columns,

and much worse was 1t wilth the right cclumns and the a

1eft columns which were 20 or 30 km. further away.

Although these columns finally recelived the suspension-

order after dawn, it was sald that the flghting é
situation was already in the stage that 1t was -
imposeible to stop.

while not moving, orders cs&n be conveyed comparvatively

gulckly among unit:iwire and wireless, telrgrams OI

telephone . But once they are on the move, it 1s not

an easy matter to maintain contact by the Japanese

Army telephone oOr talegraph. It must be understood

that in such mountainous districts no means of

conveyance gquicker than mounted orderlies were avallable

during the 2 or 3 hours be fore the units reached thelr

next destinatlon.
on Sept. 22 the commender of the South China mxpeditionary
aArmy could not dispatch airplanes s 1t was already

after sunset, but at carn, Sep. 23, he imrediately

dispatched a reconnaissance unit te the CYTWNANFAN
‘aree ardering 1t if any units were found beyond the

frontier, to immediately drop message tuhes and tell

!
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them withdraw within the frontier Y112, Subsequenaly.

he learned through reports from the Commander of ul

¥ F .' -
e — .---—-n;-----l....h il -

Adr Division and Commander KUNO thet due to the
delay in the delivery of the suspensiom-order the
advancing units were in a confused state of fighting,
Therefore, he had the ailr unit drop over the battle

acene leaflats to suspend fighting, but even thls

failed to bring an end to the fighting.Finally a

staff officer was dispetched by airplane 1n order to
convey the suspension-order directly to the 5th
pivision Commander, but clouds were hanging over the
mountein districtsnear the battle scene. so that
neither the Division Headquarters nor a landing rlace
could be found. Taus the staff afficer roturned
witheut success and there was nnthing that could be
daae except to leave the situatien take its own course.
fyt
.dE‘PC dent advance, the first-line uplts which did not

augh the Japsnese forces suspended thair in-

éfbce ve the grder to suspend theilr action due to the
delay in the delivery thereef begun to cross the
bounCary all at ce when the scheduled time arrived.
A8 soO as the;l 1t3 crossed the frontier, the

French Yndo~Chind fyrces epencd fire and thus gave

occasion {\fer &n 2ll-round fighting. Faced with this

- i
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situation, the Commander of the Scuih China ®°Xx-
peditionary Army, Commander KUNO, and the S5th Divw1ziy
Commander &--.. endeavoured to suspend the fighting.

¥aj. Genepal NISHIHARL alsc dispatchsd Colonel KOTKR

to the ffghting line in his attempt to work together

with Frepch '[ndo-China in bringing the fighting to

This éndesirabl haagility was attributgble to the

faot 3hat the reply had not been given within the

4

piven $ime and t t French Indo-China's front-line

unithhad opened fire an the Japznese, contrary to
the #ntention of the governor-gencral. There had

beeg;ncf deliberate agtion on the part of the Japanase

forces to provoke thejhostility.

"
T Comuander of bhe §cuth China Txpedtitionary Army

at}’thg time of the saff€ advance was Lleut.-General

|
ANJO Rikichi, and T (\FMOTO) was the Army's Chief of

gteff. SATO Kenryo was the pssistant Chief of Staff

ad
and assist me under my directlon.

He were at HAIKOW, HAINAN Islandsand took charge of the

sverall command, bub the front-line being several
wundred km. away, the task of giving command was

anduly Aifficult.

e e
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please explain the bombing of the atpeats of HATREN:
ALmy
inss The French Indo-Chins Expeditionaranrrived ovte ' 0i-

Ques:

| £ATPEONG harbour and Were ready to land peacefui.j
from the harbour in aﬁbordance with "the itemized
agreement” on the advence, but the local French
Tndo-China sauthorities refused to accept this, sO
that the Commancer of the French Indo-China
wxpeditiorary ATMY sent to the Commander of the

South Chins wxpeditionary Army his opinion toO

cerry out 2 forced landing from outside the harbour.
the Commander of the South China rxpeditionary ATMy.
ﬁ.nstead.fgiving his conscnt to such landing wade

the French Tndo-China AYmy wait for the rcsults

of the negotigti:ns conducted by Major Genergl
NISHIHAR4, When finally the negontiatlons ended
successfully and on the day before the landing

mas to be carriead out a report was received to the
effoct that the landing day was postponed. and
again on the day befeore the postponed date of land-
ing, another notice to put off landing was received.
The French Tndo-China Fxpeditlionary Army was thus
kept waiting for as long as several days aboard

ships temporarily ridipg at anchor outside HAIPHONG

harbour, and due toO the hot climnte, the war-horses

. ABOING
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fell dead on board the ships and there wrre
countless cases of hest-cxhaustion among soldier: i
The Cammander of the French Tndo-China Wxpeditlouii
Army gave his spinion to his commander that "if the
Army is made te wait aboard the cramped ships any
further in this condition, the entire force may
become 111 due to the heat. TIf landed on the

const outszide HATLPHONG harbour now, the Army shall

pe able to do so with no possibility of causing

hostilities. There fore permission is requested

to carry out this landing." The commander of the
south China rmxpeditionary Army gave his consent
tb the proposed landing with the condition that
the Commander of thc French Tndo-China ®xpedltionary
Lrmy cause N[ hostilitles.

and the air unit was ordered to patrol the sky
over the landing area from dawn on the day of
landing in order to rreven% any hostilitles from
breaking out.

pecause of the cantinuous flying time one company
of light bombers was assigned to this task. It 18
sald that although borbs were leaded on the planes
in precaution against a passible cantingency, the

unit was dispatched under 9 strict order not to

G -
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engage in combat. Tn taking .aff, the commandes’ ]
af the company gave the following order: Rega.d™ 7'

of the loaded bombs, nane is to be dropped becauss

we are not going en & bombing mission, 1f 1t ever
becomes necessary to érep bombs, the wings of the
commander's plane wili be flapped. Untill then ne
bomb will Dbe dropped." (Japanese bombe ys not belng

equipped with radio apparatus in those days, the

method of giving comrand was as inadequate

as that). While the unit was patrolling the sky
over the landing area the leading Commender!'s plane
hit a severe air current typicsl ef the locality and
jumped . (ne of the planes In the formation mistook
1t and thought the wings of the commander's rlane

{'lapped, then, released the bomb-dropping lever.

The French Indo-China Army thought that it did,
as planned, safely finished the landing without
giving rise to any hostilities. The Commander of
the South China Wxpeditlonary Army also was about
to feel the strenuous tensien that he felt
continuously for days.s Thus, they were shooked
when they suddenly received a dispatch from the
Imperial Headquarters to "report in detail on the

bombing of HATPHONG . When the above ¢circumstances

- Tl -
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2.1

were made clear after having the Commander oI Tl 5!

Air Divislen investigate the matter, the Army

F commapder made a report te the Tmperial Headquarters 3

and punished the men and wheever were respensible

for them. But gearcely had tha Army Cemmander's

report been dispatched, a notlfication of the

3dismisgsel of the Army Commander Was received from

the War vinister.

Tt was & matter of déep regret that the news of a

mistake made by one crew-member of the plane and

peen exaggeratedly gpread and that even the

highest ranking Jaoanese leaders temporarily

South Chilna rxpeditionary Army.

misunderstood the

However, as the true sircumstances were sSo0n

unvelled and the fact that the mistake was causeé

by ay optical 11lusien on the part of low=-ranking

men was made cleer, the Japenege side apolecgized to

the French Indo=~China autherities and compensated

for the damages, and thus the trouble was settled.

on this 10 4ay of July, 1¢47

LE

,—.._——_'ﬂI

DRPONFHT /S/ NFKCOTO, Hiroshi (seal)
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T, KAZUMA, Isaburo, hereby certify that the aber

statement was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his

signature and seal thereto 1n the presence of thils

Witness.

On the same date
At NFMOTO's rcsidence, 1047
Nogaya, Tsurukawa-mura,

Minemitama-gun, Tocyo.

Witness: /S/ KAZUN4, Isaburc (secal)

OATH

Tn accordance with my conscience T swear to tell

the whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ NEMCTO,Hiroshi (seal)
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