D. D: 1500-V-1

Letter from Admirzl H. R. Stoerk to Adnirnl J. 0. Richeordson
17 December 1940,

NAVY DEPARTMENT,
OFFICE OF THE CHIEF OF NAVAL OPERATIONS,

Woshington, Dec. 17, 1940,

Secret
From: The Chief of Naval Operations
To: The Commander in Chief, U. S. Fleet.
Subject: War Plcns - Status and Readiness of in View of
Current International Situation.
Reference: (a) Cinc's Secret Letter 416/01705 of October 22, 194C

l., In reply to your recommencd2tion in the above letter that
a new war plan be issued, you ar: informed that Navy Basic Wer
Plan - Rainbow No. 3 (W,P,L. 44) has recently been completed,
Four advance copies hove becen forwarded to you by officer
messenger, The finished copies of this plan, plus such revis-
lons of WPL-42, Navy Bosic Var Plan - Rainborr No, 1, as have
been found desirecblec for making parts of thrt plan usable with
Rainbow No. 3, will be distributed £s soon os procticnble through
the Registered Publicotion Section.

2. War Plon Rainbow No. 3 is designed to provide cgeinst the
nmost imminent z2nd difficult war situation which may confront
the United States in the near future, It 1is, therefore requested
thnt the Commander in Chief prepore rs soon os practicable the
operating plans for ¢ war envisrged by Raoinbow No. 3.

3. Thc Chief of Naval Operctions has, in the pcst, kept the
Commender in Chief advised as to all matters within his own
knowledge which related to current notional policy and pending
notioncl decisions. This past practice will be continued 1in
the future. Howvever, the Commander in Chief is doubtless awore
that the changing world milit-ry situation will continue to
affect policy, and thus will influence plans for the woer opera-
tion of the naval forces. It is, of course, imprectiecsble to
draw up and to issue new Navy Bosic Vrr Plans when merely miner
changes in policy occur. The Chizf of Naval Operntions consilders
that Rainbow No. 3 is, in its major aspects, suitable for 2ll
probable situsrtions which may arise in the near future where
the principal portion of the nationcl effort is dirccted west-
werd, Under study now by the noval ond army officials are plons
based on assumptions requiring the erertion of the principnl
portion of the national effort to the eastwerd (Reinbow No, 5),
and nlso a plan, somewhtt similzr to Rainbow No. 1, involving
the defense of the entire Westorn Hemisphere ﬁgninst attack
from both the east and the west (Rainbow No. 4). So far rs now
can be forescen, these three bosie plans should be adequate to
gulde mobilizatlon initizal deployment, and initial-operctions
under all contlngencics which are foreseeable ot present.

4, In view of the above, it is belicved unnccessary to comment
on the present “pplicobility of the Orange War Plan, rs that
Plan was drawn up to guide the prosecution of a war undnr cir-
cumstances which do not how exist.

5. The irgency of this document is such that it will not
reach the zddressees in time by the next available officer courier
The originator therefore authorizes the transmission of this
document by registered mail within the continentel lirits of
the United States.
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