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Official transeript of the International
Military Tribunal in the matter the The

United States °of America, the French Re- |
public, the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics against Hermann Wilhelm
Goering ot al, Dcfendants, sitting at Nurnberg,
Germany, on 3 April, 1946, 1125-1300 hours,
Lord Justice Lawrcnce pPresiding ‘

THE PRTSIDENT: The Tribunal has road and considered every one of the
documents produced by Dr, Horn on hehalf of the defendant Ribbentrop and the
Tribunal rules =ns follows,

1 will only refer tc the documents to which n> cbjection wns token, where
the Tribunal rejects them, that is to say, documents to which n» objectinn is
taken or allowed with the particular exceptions which I mokee

#1th reference to the documents to which objection was token, the Tribunal
rejects numbers 12, 45, 48 to 61 inclusive, It allows document 62¢ It reject
documents 66, 67 and €9, It ~cllows dociument 70+ It rejcots doocuments 12, 78,
74e It rejcots dorcuments 76 to 8l inclusive. It grants document 82, It
rejects document 83, It grents documents 84 to 87 inclusives It rejects
doouments 88 to 116 inclusive, It rejocts documents 118 to 126 inclusive,

It nllows document 127, It rejects documents 128 to 134 inclusive. It reject.
documents 135 to 148 inclusive, It rejects documents 151 and 1K2. It allows
dscuments 155 and 156. It rejects documents 157 and 158, I+ rejects dcou-
ment 161. It allows document 162« It 2llows document 164 It allows docu-
ments 165 to 183 inclusitve., It rejects document 184, It allows documents

185 nnd 186, It rejects document 191, It allows document 193 and 194, It
rcjects document 195, paragraphs 1, 2, 3, ond 4, It grants document 195
paragraphs 5, 6, 7,,8, 9. It rejects documents 196 and 197 and 198, It
rejocts document 204, It rejects document 207. It rrants the whole of

cdocument 208, It grants document 210, It rejects document 211 (a) and (b)

anc document 212, It zrants document 213, It re jects 214,
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It rejects 215-A and B. It grants document 217 and 220. It grants documents
221l to 245, except document 238, and it also eiciudes all comments contained
in thos documents. It rejects document 246 to 269, It rejects 270 and 271, .
It rejects 275. It rejects 2764 It gronts 277 and 278. is tp 279, the
Tribunal would like Dr, Horn to inform them what that document is because it
1s in the copy that they have got it is unidentified. That is 279, Dr. Horn,
in hook 8, I think.

DR. HORN: “his document N2, 279 contains .the non-aggressi-n pact betweer
Germony and the USSR, “ated the 23rd of furust, 1939, and I wish to hand a

capy of this document, which has beon attested to, to the Hizh Tribunal.

THE IRESIDENT: 7/ill y»u repeat that,

DR. HORN: The document cnntains the con-uggressioﬁ treaty between Cerman
and the Soviet Union, dated the 23rd of Aupust, 1939. It contains the text of
that treaty.

TEL IMESIDENT: Yes, well, then that will be allowed,

280 and 281 are granted, 282, 283, and 284 are rranted, 285 is ;ejected.
286 to 289 were withdrowme 290 was withdravn. 291 is granted, 292 is rejecte
¢93 1s granted. 298 to 305, inclusive, are rejected. 306 is granted. 307 is
rcjectots 308 is grantcds 309 and 309«4 are hoth rejectede 311 had already
been ruled out. 213 is granted. 314 is rejected. 317 is gronteds 318 is
rejected. .Jell, 312 is granted; it had not been objected to,

Dre Horn, I do not have a note of 315 and 3163 arec they asked for?

DR. HORN: 315, Mr. President, is the reproduction of PS-1834, and has
alrecdy been sﬁbmitted and need not be asked for again.

THE rRESIDENT: Does that apply alse to 316, Dr. Horn?

DRe HORN: 316 is aisn a I’S number and noed not be resubmitted for
that reasen.,

THE I'RESIDENT: 'ell, then, thnt deals with all the numbers, I think,

JRe HORN: T will Jispense with No, 312, and instead I wish to ask for
317« 317 contains an affidavit,

THE IPRESIDENT: 317 is granteds
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DR. HORN: Thank you, Mr. Prosident.

THE PRESIDENT: Now, Df. Horn, will you deal with the ones which we have
left in, as far as you wish to desl with thems If you wish to comment upon
any of the cnes that we have allowed, you mey do so now. (e do nét desire you
to do 8o but, if you wish to do so, you maye

DR. HORN: May I say, Ycur Lordship, that me expositirn will he very brie
but may I ask that I may present my exposition at a time to be determined by
the Hizh Tribunal sc I con prepare myself and need not take up your time? All
my cocuments are attached together und‘it'wnuld toke rather lonz for me if I
would try to set forth my exposition now, rather than nresent my selection
laters 7ill you nlens: rule on a time when I may make my presentation of
these deccuments?

THE I'RESTDZNT: 7ell, that Possibly would conclude your casc, would it
not? -

DR, HORN: Yes, Mr. President. Then I will have concluded my cass and
will need only a relativcly shert period of time to comment briefly'on some of
the documents hut not »n all of them, of course.

THE URESIDENT: If Dr. Nelte is reacy to go on with the case »f the
lefendant Keitel, the Tribunal suggested you probably might be able t5 deal
shortly vith y-ur documents at two o'elack.

DR. HORN: Thank you, Mr: Presicent,

TEE 1RESIDENT: .ould that he agreecable to Dr, Nelte?

UR. HORN: I will consult my colleague Dr. Nclte.

Ore Nelte has just advised me that he is leaving the Tribunnl room to
~ick up the documents and then he can proceed with the presentation of his
case immadiately,

THE iTESIDENT: Very well,

7019

= TE Yo R (o SN
e O B2 L et SN S S




APr=3-l=RT-7-1

1%

(Dr.Nelte returncd to the court room.)
THE PRESIDENT: Dr, Nelte, the Tribunal is much oblig.ed to you for
presenting your argument now,

DR, NELTE: (Counscl for the Defendant Keitel): I would like to begin

my case, lir, President, by summoning the Defendant to the witness-stand, I
shall interrogate him, and the documcnts which I will nced and will use in this
interrogation, that list of Cdocuments was submitted to the High Tribunal yes-
tirdey; and I hope that those documents are at your disposal so that the
Tribunal will be zble to follow my questions, to the scrvice of our mutual
best intcrests,

THE PRESIDENT: Then you will call the Defendant Keitcl,

DR, NELTE: Yes, Mr, President,

(The Défendant Keitel took his position in the witness~box, )

VILHELL KBITEL, one of the Derendants, took the stand and testified
as follows:

BY THE PRESSIDINT:

Q Will you statec your full name?

A VWilhelm Keitel,

Q Will you repeat this oath after me:

I swear by God the /lmighty and Omniscicnt, that I will speak the
whole truth, and will with-hold and add nothing,
(The witness repented the oath,)
THE PRESIDANT: You may sit down if you wish,
DIRECT EX/MIN.,TION
BY DR. NELTE:

Q Please describe your milit-ry carcer for me, bricfly?

A In the year 1901, ﬁhe beginning of March, I beccome a candiuate for
officer, At the beginning of the Firét Viorld War, in 1914, I was the Regimental
/djutant of my Regiment, I was wounded in September, 1914, and in the beginnin -
of November I became chief of a battcry of my Regiment, After Spring of 1915 I
scrved in various General Staff capacitius, first of all in higher command

positions, later as a Gencral Staff officer of a Division., Towards the end I
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was in Flanders with the Navy., Then I voluntecrcd and entored theReichéwehr,
Beginning with the ycar 1929 I was asbeilungsleiter — chief of a division in |
the Relchswehrministerium, That was the Ministry of War, There was an inter-
ruption 1933 to 1935. On the lst of October, 1935, I was chief of the Wehrmacht
Department (Tehrmacht .mt) of the Reichswehrministerium, That was Chief of
Staff of the War Ministry. During my scrvice at the front I became Gencralme jor,
at thot time I led an infantyr brigade. On the 4th of February, 1938, surp-
risingly, I was appointed chief of staff, which was called by the Fuchrer.
Chicf of the OKli -- Oberkommando cer Wehrmacht, On the lst of October, 1939,

I bccame General of the Infantry and subsequently to the campdign in the Wcat

I became Ficld Marshal,

Q ‘‘cre you a member of the National Sociolist Party?

4 No, I wns not a member, .Jccording to military lew I could not become
a member,

Q But you have the golden Party cmblem that you roceived, Vhat is the
background of that?

4 That is corruet, In [pril, 1939, Hitler prescnted this golden cmblem
of the party to me, and at the same time that the Commander-in-Chicf of the
army, Gencral von Brauchitsch reccived it, The Fuechrer soid it was to be a
commemoration of the !iarch into Czechoslovakin, The golcden cmbloem wns dated
the 16th and 17th of i'arch,

Q In the year, 1944, the military low changed so that active soldiers
could become members of the Party, what dic you‘do at that timc in this respect

+ That is correct, In the late summer or autumn of 1944 thé Vlehrgesetz
(miiitzry'regulation) was changed to the extent that active soldiers could
become Party members, ..t that time I was invited to Join thc Party, I was
2sked to submit my personal data, in order to be enrolled on the Party member-
ship list, At the same time I was asked to send in a donation of money to the
Party, I sent in my donation, but to my knowledge I 4id not become a member. I
never received a membership card,

Q In what way did you particinate at Party functions?

A In my position I accompaniecd the Fuchrer ~lmost constantly and I
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poriicipated several times at official functions of the Party, &L I may cite

an c&xample, I was present at the Party rallics in Nurnberg, also when the

Winter Help cempnign was inaugurated I was present ot those festivities; and in
accordance with orders, on the 9th of November cvery year, together with a
representavive of the Party T had to Lo present at the groves of those who had
died on that day in 1923, I had to attend the service in their memory. That
was in memory of the conflict in November between the Party and the Wehr:iicht—
the Jrmen Forccs,

48 far as internal conferences or meetings are concerncd, of the leader-
ship of the Party, I want to say that I never attended any of these mecetings
or gotherings, as the Fuchrer had told me that he did not wishlmy'preSunde
at those mcetings and gotherings, For example, on the 9th of llovember cvery
year I was at Munich, but never participated in the gatherings which the so
callcd Hohcitstracger (becarcrs of sovereignty) of the Party attendea. I never

attended those meetings,
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Q What decorations did you receive during the war?

A\ During; the war, in the winter of 1939-19L0 it st have been, I
rceeived the Knight'!s Order to tho Iron Cross, Other German war deccorations
I did not receive. ‘

Q Do ybu have any son?

A 1 had three sons, who served at the front as officers during this
ware, The ycungest onc died in battle in Russia in 1941, The second was a
major in Russia and has becn missing in action, and the oldcst sons, whc wis
a :lajor, is a prisoncr of war,

Q #t the beginning, in order to facilitate matters, I would like to
2ut the fellowing basic questions o JOU,e

what basic attitudé did you have as a soldier, as an officer and a genera;
toward the problems ivirith which Jyou came in contact in your cagacity and in
the nature of your work?

i I was a soldicr, and I ean say that I was a soldier by ineclination
and conviction, For nmorc than Ll years without interruption I served my coun-
try and ny people as a soldicr, and I tried to do ny best in the service of
my profession, I believed that I shorld do this as a matter of duty in a rest-
less effort and in the criplete surrender to those tasks which cano to ny
lot in ny many and diversc positions, I worked ceaselessly under the Kaiser,
under President Ebcrt, under Meldmarshal von Hindenburg, and under the Fuchrep
adolf Hitler, I worked the sane way under all of then,

Q What is your position and your view today?

i a8 & German officer, I belicve it to be ny duty, first of all, to take
responsibility for what I have done, cven if it should have becen vrong, I am
grateful that I ray have tho opportunity herc and before the Gernan reople to
clve an account about those things, such as what I was and about ny participa-
tlion and ny part in thosc thinzs which have taken plzace, Vhether guilt or cir-
cunistances brought about by fate is something that is hard to diffcrentiate
but one thing I do counsider 1possitle, That is that the ran in the ﬁighest po-
sition and the lecaders and the sub-leaders at the front should be charged with
guilt and the hizhest lcadership should reject responsibility, That, in my
opinion, is untrue, and I would consider that undignified, I am convinced that
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the large mass of our brave soldiers were basically decent, and that where the
boundaries of what is permissible werc overstepped, our soldicrs acted in

\
cood faith and in the belief of military necessity, and that they were guided
by the orders which they roceived.

Q The Prosecution, in conncction with the presentation regarding vio-
lations of the laws of war, crimes ageinst humanity, repeatedly points to or-
ders, to documents, which bear your namc, Many so-called Keitel orders, Kei-
tel decrees, have baen subnitfoc‘.. Now we have to oxamine and prove if and how
far you and your activity arec conmected in a guilty and original sensc with
the happenings or the results of these orders, Vhat can you say, or what do yo
wish to say to this general aocusation?

A It is correct that there arc a mumber of ord.rs, instructions and
directives with which ny name is connacted, and it is also to be admitted that
such orders many tines oresented deviations from the existing international la

On thce sther hand, therc arc a group of directives and orders which didf
not rest on military bases gnd notivas but on Weltanschaulich, or ideologieal
points of view, and in this cconngetion I am thinking of the group ef dircctive
which before the campain in Russia werc issued, and those which werc ordered
subsequent to that tine,

Q That ecan you say in your axoncration about these orders?

i I can say only that as a matter of basic prineipke,for all things
which resulted from these orders and which are connected with nmy name and my
sirnature, I assumc that responsibility which is resultant from nmy position,

Furthernore, for thosc offices and divisions and branches of the OKW whie
were svoordinate to me, I ass* nc rogponsibility insofar as it is based on no@-
nmal and lezal principles,

Q and how is your official capacity tc be put in line with a 1ega.l- po-

i In the Fuehrer decrec of L February 1938 my position is clearly set

H

Q I an showing this decrce to you so that you can re-familiarize your-

sclf with the text.

In this decree, Paragraph Onc, you will find "the authority oV¥er the who
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Wichrnacht, of which from now on I personally take over the supreme conriand" 4

-

that did that nmean in connection with circumstances or conditions as they had

obtained up uniil that time?
P

B Tt S
[+ ]

Up until that time we had a commander in chief of the ''chrmacht, That

ik

&

was Ticldnmarshal von Bomberg, and besides that there was the supreme cormander

and, according to the constitation, that was thc head of the state; in this

-

case, Hitler, ¥With the doing away with or the resignation of von Blomberg, the:

C..-.'u,

was only onc comrander in chief, and that was Hitler,
From that period of time omrard, he himself carried out the authority
£5 issuc orders tc all threc arms of the Wehrmacht: the army, the air forces
and the navy, and he himself poersonally conducted this power of command,
It also says “Wfron now on dircctly" and that was to cstoblish unequivo-
cally that any intermediary position, as far as orders were concerned, did I

not cxist from that period of time on but that orders were to issuc dircctly

fron Hitler, the supreme cormander in chief, and that the ordors werc to go

-

dircetly fron Hitler to the various parts of the Wehrmacht,

a-algin
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It alsc says here "Jirect and rersonal Orders". That too had its
contents and meaning, for the word "lersonal" was to show ancd was meant to
express that--I should like tec say "Deputizing" of this power was.not to be
had in any event.

F I assume therefore that you never, when you signed, said, "In
Leputy" or, "is Neputy"; thet you never signed your crders that way?

i No, I 20 not remember a single case in which I ever signed,
"In Vertretun:", that is, as Jeputy. and according to military principle,
if the question of a deputy had arisen there could only have heen one person,
and that wculcd have heen the next rankin: officer,

" In para-raph twoe of this decree it says, "The nehrmacht office
in the Ministry of war, which has existed up to that time, will now come
under ny direct cdecrees and orderse” 1Vhat cdoes that mean in relation to
the staff which was now fomed?

A The Surreme Commander of the Wehrmacht had his military staff
in the Vehrmacht Amt, in the Wehrmacht office; that is to say, in the War
Ministry, an” this lehrmzacht Amt was taken over by Hitler as Supreme Com-
mander, anc Hitler took over this body as his military staff, And with
the doing of this this staff was tc he his personal workinz staff, dat the
same time, with the eliminaticn cf the post of Supreme Commander of the
llehrmacht the Reich har Minister was 2lsc dbne away withe There was no
War Ministry and no Minister of War 2s they had existed in the previcus sense.
And vith this it was clearly seen, just as Hitler wanted it to be seen, that
hetween him and the various parts of the Wehrmacht, so far =s the command
channels were concsrned as well 2s ministerial functicns were concerned, that
there wes t- be no bearer of office who was to be in a position to issue
cr2ers indepencdently.

‘hen after this cecree was issued you were known as the Chief of

-

the OKW, an” that was a new office which was taken over Ly ycus Will you

nlease clarify whether this term "Chief of the OK¥™ is correct; that is,

-

A I must sayat this point that just now for the first time I realize

that this term in its ab reviated form does not reall D to mee For the
&

exact meaning one should have said, "Chief of the Staff cf the High Command

7026
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cf the Wehrmacht", and nct the abbreviation, "Chief of the OKW", for from
decuments submitted by the prosecution I gathered that the "Ch&ef" was
interpreted as if I was a Commander Defehlshaber, that is, someones who
could have issued orders.s And that of course is a conclusion, it is mot
rizht; it was neither a position of my being able to issue orders nor as
might have Leen assumed or has been assumed that it was a sort of position
of a chief of a general staff, That is not correct either; I was never Chief
cf the General Staff of the Wehrmacht. It was the very clear wish of the
Fuchrer to have all power of orders andcommand in his own person, to have
those powers rest with hime #nd that is not an ideal which I am establish-
ing subsequently, but these thinws ne irenti-ned to me and cdefined clearly
on several secasicnse fartially and in connecticn with those things, he
told me repcatedly he could never put these icdeas through with Blomberg.

» In my possession here I have a document submitted by the Prosecu-
tion, 2 declaraticn put down by Field Marshal von Brauchitsche

he ierhaps I micht ad? a word cr two. I was discussing the fact that
1t was not a positicn of Chief of the General Staff which I occupied, for
the Dasic opiniun and view of Hitler was swh that the commanders in chief
f the Wiehrmacht Lranches each would have his own general staff, and that
Hitler <1< not want that the High Command of the Wehrmacht, with the inclu-
si.n of the hehrmacht Operati-nal Staff, to take over the functions of a
reneral stalf, Therefore in practice with the Operaticnal Staff of the
Wehrmacht branchcs, where it was carried cn in that manner, there in the Ober-
command of the Tehrmachte-which was:urposely kept smalle=-a work%ng staff
established for Hitler in thet way for strategic consultation, let us say,
and fcr special missicnse

Then when Field Marshal von 3rauchitsch said in his affidavit--

which I mentioned a fow minutes apo, == do ynu consider what he said correct?
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It says herc, "It Hitlor had decided to reach his polibical ains through
milivary pressurc or throush the using of military means of power or to support
nis aims in any way, the Camander-in-Chicf of tho army, if hc was to parti-
cipate in this, first of all rcceived his instructisns orally as a rule or
received an order in accordance with the plans, Thereupon the OKH operation

anz deploynent plans were worked out after they had been submitted to Hitler

orally first as a rule, has been approved by hin, and then a written order of

the OKV went out to the various branches of the Wehrmacht, is that correct?

i Yese. In principle it is correct so far as the final formulation of
the nission with which the carmanders-in-chief of the arny werc charged, in
that 1t took place in the forn of a Tieisung (directive), as we called it; and
on the basis of the already sulriitted and approved plans, This work was done
in the Wehrmacht Fuchrung Stab (Tchrmacht Operational Staff), -thich wasn't an
independant unit whea giving out orddrs, and <id not trecat matters independent-

lye. But the Vichrmacht Fuchrung Staf and I took part in the approval of some

proposals and formulated those ideas, which were then carried out by
Hitler as Commander-in-chicf, /e transnitted these orders, so to speak.

Q Then I have an affidavit by Lt. Col., Halder which deals with the
sane

suvject, You know this affidavit nunber onc, and for the purpose of cvi-
dence I ann subnitting affidavit mumber one by Halder, and I wish to use it at
this tine, It has been sulmitted by the prosicetion. The prosccution subnitted

a Iurther statement on this without assigning a special mmber to it, and this

supplenent deals w

ith the basis feor the organization of the Gernan Viehrracht,
That is the tittle of this supplenentary decunent,

THE PRESIDENT: Is this the document which you say the prosccution offer-
ed in evidence but didn't give a2 muber to:
lr, rresident, this document was given to us by the prosecu-

tion, I belicve by the anc

| SR

rican prosecution, Vi received it on the 26th of Now
A - P - ’
venber 1945, I don't know —-
THE PAESIDENT: You necan it never was depesited in evidence by the prose-
cution ?

2 T DR
! é?-. &ELL:‘J:

do no

4

believe I can decide .n that, I assunc that a docu-

ment which is subnitted to us is subnitted at the same tine to the High Tribung
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L 1f not as cvidence then for official notice, anyway,
THE PRESIDENT: Vhat is the docunent? Is it an affidavit or not?
DR. NELTE: It is not an affidavit; it is recally a composition by the Ame-
rican prosccution., .ind as I asswic it is a basis for the prosccution against

the organization OKT, and so forth =

THE PRESIDENT: Have you got it in your docunient?book or not?

Di. NELTE: No, it is not in the docunent boxk, for I assuied that was at
the disposal »f the Hish Tribunel, It is, rr. President, just a very small
aocwent o

ifre DODD: If T could scc it I night be able to be helpful, I am not fa-

miliar with it. It is probably cne of the docuncnts which we subnmitted to the

3 1

lefensce but which we did not actually use in ¢vidence, and that happened more

5.

r

than once, I think, in the carly days of the trial,
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¢ DR« NELTE: Mrs President, I am just referring to a single paragraph,
THE PRESIDENT: Yese
DR. NELTE: I-am.referring to just a small paragraph and I would like to
quote this brief passage. Pgrhaps through that we can obviate submitting
this material,
THE PRESIDENT: Are you offering in evidence the whole of the'affidaxit?
I don't mean at this moment, but are you proposing to offer it?

(Dr, Nelte nodded).
You are? | B

DRe NELTE: I assume the Prosecution has already submitted ite I am

just referring to it, your Honor,

THE PRESIDENT: The whole affidavit? What is the number of it if it
has been submitted?

DR, NELTE: This affidavit does not bear any number,

THE ?RESIDENT: It has not been submitted if it hasn't a number on it,

then. It is suggested to me that possibly the Halder affidavit was offered

and then rejected,
DR. NELTE: No, Your Honor, At that time a series of affidavits were
submitted -- affidavits by von Brauchitsch, Halder, Hausinger, and weveral
others, other generals who are interned at Nurmberg,amd all of these affidavits
had no exhibit numbers, None of these affidavits had any exhibit numbers,
MR. DODD: This affidavit was put in by the United States as an exhibit, .
I don't have the number handy, but I think it was submitted at the time
Colonel Telford Taylor submitted the case on behalf of the Prosecution against
the High Command and the OKW. T:n.ts. Halder affidavit, the first document which
Doctor Nelte referred to, is not an affidavit. It was a paper submitted to
the Tribunal and to the Defense by Colonel Taylo;. It set out some of the
basic principles of the organization of the High Command and the OKW wholly
before he presented his part of the case. It is really just the work of our
own staff here in Nurnberg,

]

THE PRESIDENT: Doctor Nelte, as the document you are referring to, not

the Halder affidavit, appears to be a mere compilation, the Tribunal thinks it

shouldn't go &n as an exhibit, but you can put a question to the witness upon it
7030
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BY DR. NELTE:

@ In the compilation which you have before you the Prosecution asserted
the following: after 1938 there were four divisions, that is, OKW, High
Command of the Wehrmacht; OKH, High Cémmand of the Army; OKL, High Command
of the Air Force; OKM, High Command of the Navy; and each had its own
General Staff, |

What ean you tell us about that?

A I can say only that this is not correct, and the explanation which I
have already given as to the function of the High Command is not in line with
thate There were not four departments like that; there were only threes
the High Command of the Army, the High Command of the Navy, and the High
Command of the Luftwaffe. The OKW, the High Command of the Wehrmacht, was
not an independent department, as I have already stated. The commanders-in-
chief of the various Wehrmacht branches were commanders who had the authority
to issue orders and use this power over these troops which were subordinate
to thems The OKW did not have the power to issue orders, Neither did it
have any troops which were subordinate to it and to which it could have
issued orders. Therefore it was not correct, if I recall the speeches of the
Prosecution, when the expression was used that "Keitel was commander-in-chief
of the Wehrmacht," I am mentioning it only to emphasize this point.

Furthermore, in connection with the document which has been shown to me,
I would like to refer to the last page. There is a diagram on the last page,
I would like to ecall your attention to that diagram,

DR, "EL1Es Mr. President, this diagram shows the Wehrmacht and its parts,
Tt is8 a dircrawmatije expocition of the entire Wehmmacht and its various parts,

UHK "7 TYMESS: I beliave therefore, and I feel I should refer to this
diagram oriefiy, that Just this diagram was the reason for;the misleading

belief, for here‘chf lgh Command of the Wehrmacht is designated as a special

department or brancn It 1s shown as such on this diagram, and as I have

stated before, that is wIrong,

* What was your task in this military sector as the Chief of the OKW?
& First of all, it was a vital task of mine to present the Fuehrer with

documents, with a large group of reporis which he desired, That isy in
7031
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connection with the evaluation by the Wehrmacht Fuehrung Stab, I had to |
supply the necessary material and information to hik, I would like to say thai
the Wiehrmacht Fuehrung Steb in this connection carried out the function which
one might term -- that this staff give Hitler immediate and close relations

to the General Staffs of the various branches of the Wehrmacht and attended

to these tasks,

Beyond that, a great wealth of documents and evidence and material of
an allied nature which were demanded daily was a second func;tion, all
conferences in which the commandcrse-in-chief of the various Wiehrmacht branches
participated and the c.iefs of their staffs and the Chief of the Wehrmacht
Fhehz:ung Stab. As a rule, all of these men were present and had to be
present, for on those occasions immediately a series of oral orders was given,
and these orders, in line with military principle, werec later on confirmed in
writing. Only in this way could we prevent mistakes or misunderstandings that
would arise, that is, through the confirmmtion of these orders to those who
had already received oral orders, It wgs put down clearly in writing., This

1s the aim and meaning of the order,

* Now, as to the orders which were sent out by you, how were they signed

by you?

® It is correct that this form of or;iers and directives almost without
exclusion were signed by me, and indeed they were orders wnich had already been
given and which, in mililary channels, had already been transmiited and WS
being actad npon. There was, as can be seen from 11s “remeniocus amount of

material cn Pand, the form which I mode it a matter of habit to use; that is,

after a fzw wrelirins~y words I always said, "The Fushrer has therefore
ordered " 5 the largs Me 0TIy of cases this ornder w85 Ao g rise, For
the deprmimicths 1ecainivg this srde- {5 wus Pevhivg maw T trer, L was only
a confirne.cion, £ n 2 somilap Wiy, ellhcust thaia gap aab or zanlnational,

as far as direcii ts and cvdsrs were conzerna., 1 k~d ‘hese pnatters dealt with
under my supervision and trensnitted them. In that way, 1 should like to point
out especially, I in no case sent through, orders without having shown this
order again to my commander-in-chief, in order to make certain that I had not
misunderstood him or that I was issuing something which, and I would like to

emphasize even in the verbatim, did not have his approval,

@ There was another category of orders and diggctives -
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Ae May.I perhaps add a few workds?

7Ue¢ Flease do.

Ae In order to clarify mis-statements the documents which are at issue
here, those which Hitler personually signed had a heading "The Fuehrer and
the Command-in-Chief of the /’ehrmacht." There are some exceptions in which
such directives were signed by me, and I would like to explain this matter as
to how this came about.

Even in this case thc same applies, that these dircectives which had
corrections entered by Hitler personally now weore given to me, and somchow
the Fuehrer wns nrevented from signing himself and I signed, but never as
deputy but always "as per instruction." Then matters took their course, as I
have already described them, in the form of directives which were signed by
me; and I would like to mention also, if a series of documents under the
heading "Chief of the OK." appearcd there might have been some change in that,
as "Ae Jodl." I wauld like to say that it can be shown almost automatically
that I did not happen to be there at the time; otherwise I would have signed;
and I would like to say that he wns the recognized Chief of Staff who, accorde
ing to military regulations, had to sign these matters.

Qe The memorandum which you have before you contains the following
dentence: "The OKl agroed or contained in itself the activity of a staff and
of a ministry. We wore concerned with those matters which previously the

Reichs .Jar sinistry had treated in its capacity and which had been taken over

Please clarify the ministerial function of the OKiie.

ie This formulation as sct down in this document is not exactly incorrect
or untrue, but in its vital points is open to misinterpretation, for it wasn't
at all such that the OK. exercised all functions which the ..ar Minister had
exercised in prior years, snd that these functions all were taken over by the
OK./e Many functions which the 'ar Minister in his capacity as minister and
résponsible for them and as responsible to the various parts of the " ‘ehrmacht
end their commanders-inechief, this minister couvld decide, and did decide those

matters which I never received authority to deal with as Chief of the OK/.
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The following thinss happened at that time: all of that which in ﬁhis'connectf
son had the authority to issue orders and who had authority of which the
Fuchrer did not himsclf wish to take up personally or take over personally ——s
that was, as far as declsions were concerned, given to the commanders-in-chief
of tlc various parts of the ‘‘chrmachte

I would just like to touch the subject briefly end give you 2 few ex-
amples, from memory, vital cxamples. For example: the nersonnel records of
officers, the decision on complaints, matters of budget and administration,
jurisdiction of the courts arc some of the functions which the Minister of Jﬁf

had had and which went over to the supreme commanders. Jestions of officials

and concerning the rights of the officials -- these are some of the things I .
have mentioned. I could mention quite o few others, but T wanted to point out
merely that whero decisions had to bhe made, such as if the official was to bg
dismissed, not the Chicf of tho 0K,/ could make that decision but the Commnndé?
in Chief., These mowers wero miven to thom, and certain reservations were made
with thc Fuchrer, those reservations whioch the Fuehrer wished to kecp for hiﬁ?
sclf. At the scme time some of the othor sphores of the command posts of tﬂe
‘chrmacht were limitod in subscquent and following years, limited in its taske
throurh the dissolution of the “.irtschaft and Rucstung, that is, th; economio
and armament derartment. and on armament minlsisr wos crented through the
dissolution of th: ecounter intellipence department, so that only the defense ¢
troops was kent up. Dverynilng clse was deleted. My authority was such in al
basic questions with which this ministerial scctor was concerncd that I was
sbligated in every case to find out the decision of Fitler. I wns only free
from Asing this in current matters, and if betwsen the reople involved, that -
~s far as an administrative question was concernsd -- if between the various
brenches of the Jchramacht my dopartment, which was concerned with these matte-
hn reached a complete arrecment, then in a oanse like-that a decision by Fitl
was not nccessary; on? I must cmphasize again, in summary, that tho OKNﬁhad n

jurisdiction of its own, no competence of its own, and that one con only expr

it ng follows: that Hitler indeed had the functions of the Commander-in-Chie.
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of the Wehrmacht, as well as the functions of Jar Minister, that he had
these functions unified in his own person, so that an intermediary official
was to be eliminated at 2ll costs,

mediary between him and the commanderseinechief of the wvarious Wehrmacht

branchese.

T

{7 PRESIDENT:

76 will adjourn now until two o'clock,
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