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. AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Recasgty wen
. . e RS T A
|. GENERAL AMNEMT 51 TRUEN
(a) Unit Reportipg VF-33 _(b) Based on or at USS 3A.N_G-AMON (¢) Report No.__ L8 =
2 | ' O
- (d) Take pff: Date . 22 April 1945 Time (LZT): 11725*(1) (Zone) Lat.2_4° 00t E@Logg.ols-%g) 37' E

| (e) Mission -D“mk Intruder on Alrf 19193“ atMIYAKO & ISHIGAKT ime of Re‘rurra@ 20‘&_5 (I()Zone) '

Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON BOMBS AND TORPEDOES FUZE, SETTING
' L LM e | ATaRdere CARRIED (PER PLANE)
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
1l 500 G, P. M10Ol A2 01 sec _
F6F=5N VF«33 4 4 b 4 A« Re 5' head 157 <02 seo

[11. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.

TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE

F6F=-5E |VF-33 | 8 |USS SANGAMON
TBM=3E |[VT=33 | 4  |USS SANGAMON

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(a) (b) (¢) (d) (e) (f) (g)

TYPE NO. NO. ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS, TORPEDOES CARRIED: CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C | ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTER GUNS OBSERVED MARK ING
miles, 252°ne gun firing from Mottled slate
Oscar ly A 1820 () from MIYAK@ |each wing, outboard|green with red
1l pilot reported meatball on wings
(ZONE) __|bulges under wing
1/3 distance out=-
(ZONE) bO&I‘d, like streame
L line bomb rack on package
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) CAP gUunsS ¢
Did Any Part of
(i) Encoun);er(s) Occur in Clouds? ggiﬂ i It so, Describe Clouds 3000{:5211‘-"__5:1:?2 mén/T{'gHs P —
Time of Day and Brilliance
) SESGTER N Late afterncen, sun brignt ) vosiy unlisited
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in 1l Only).
(a) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: | (c) (d)
ENEI«YYPEA/C' TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE _é’?ﬁ?ﬁ%é

* Oscar |F6F=-5N| VF=33 Lt(jg)John W, RANKIN 6 .50calcockpit, 7 oclock above destroy
Osoar |F6F=5N| VF=33 [Ens. John DELANEY |6 .50 cal |[From engine through

empennage, 9 O'clock destroyedd

- =33 Ensigd Robert GORDON «50 cal [Wing root, 6 oclock
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filled out)

@@@mﬁﬁ%‘f W

VI. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN A!ECBA_EI (of those i 3 SU U R
(a) (b) () (d) (e)
| | ! CAUSE: TYPE ENEMY A/C, WHERE HIT, ANGLE (List armor, EXTENT OF LOSS OR DAMAGE,
TYPE OWN A/C SQUADRON TYPE GUN, OR OPERAHONAL LAU E self- saahﬂg tanks, e |lnpmrﬁrt hit) thve Bureau Htl’l?] wumber of planes r*eﬁtrum d)
1 None R P i T ) - - SR ] B
2 . e " . Ao - e R s e e
. PrTE P ) e n o e et
4 - - - ) - " e e e s -
¥ L _ o R e e T e B [ e et s e %o bl
6 - — = s O » . U e g g e
¥ o T - - e . P N R - -
8 o~ _ . - - L . e et
9 B B : B g - B I
10 T B B . g I e i
’E - .. i ) - PR » f e
12 I . S ST S . = TR W
13 B - - i Ry g
14 - i i A o ) B s i (T - ) -
VIl. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO SQUADRON NAME RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
7 1*_01153_ ______ S _ B -
e TGS O VS y N e e B TN S il e B
i g e e e e e e e b s e e o il ¥ e B

VIIl. RANGE, FUEL AND AMMUNITION

—

DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

e —— —— —

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (t) {g) TOTAL AMMUNIT1ON E)&PENDED (h)
N Ut RAEAT‘E%QN ATNTAIR L OADED donie GIFLFEL’W a0 50 | 20MM | MM NRETURNING
Fbr-5N 1/6 182 | 3 | LOO | 338 | - 11745rds - | - Ly
IX. ENEMY ANTI- AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line). B _
S - ﬂ_—C;:@_gFim - NONE i MFAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-f fused she s, 75mrg ‘and over ) X - N o i
MED\UM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm ) | g 4 * - , D\
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm X B B ] -
X COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMB, Csc. T could make sharper turns and tighte. loops comnlng out
B varieas ALt of dive than could FoF=-5N, FOL=5N ce rried L A.R. with 5 inch
TURNS neads all durl g combat and two of the fomr planes in the division
DIVES neluding Lt(jg) Lus KIN who splashed one, did not jettison 5UO
CEILINGS 1b bomb., &All planes retained Dbpelly tunw.
RANGE One pilot reported that in level flight could not cluse on tihe
PROTECTION Oscare. 1In the dive the 1'0F was faster but pilot stated he would
ARMAMENT rot Tokl over onto the Jep plane but altelr leveling ofi followlng
a dive it was easy tTO close.
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sheat 3 6f 5 filled out)

r ___-‘ I+ﬂ { -“ I {1 \. 1 ) . ’ \ |
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) . ~ A NEED S L
RONE e U b
Y:,\L:L; U Ep(ﬁ*\_r NO h &

XI. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in tl Only).

&

(FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

Target(s) and Location(s) TYAKO & ISHIGAKL o e P oy L8L5(T) -
(a) larget(s) anad Location(s ,LblrLle,L.,kLQ__:_;—:-.;-_-.-:*-*'--“--- & JLoliunnl (b) Time Over Target{s) =X -8~ Walelals)

3000 Curmunlus 5/10

(BASE IN FEET TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

.'k
(d) Visibility of Target__ Uleax S (e) Visibility S

" (CLEAR. HAZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) B = RN o T (MILES

(c) CIO ds Qve FFTJ

_J

- - - ~y -~ | . 9 -.:\ ; oy ¥ I g o 1_ % -
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type 1 dive, 2 glide e, DO SichT Llsgdl Lk VLot ligut retic
o %3 VEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) - i N TR ATy P :
| 2748 RUUKE v ].DIJU tj.rf:l_ e
~

) : Q : I I e < ; k A
Bombs Dropped per Run Q Spacing = Altitude of Bomb Release 00U

|

(NUMBER) ' ~ (FEET) ' “ “ R ' (FEET)

|..1—-.~ 2 C R e e ) | L : e : iF e T s i TP S s T ey o O g TRt : O
(@) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Grouna: Destroyed O _______Probably Destroyec o Uamgaer ¥

i 3 : , : - gkt : ¢ g ey . e . : ] s . : -
( h} . ) y !l] | | ]} "_1-':". A :\"‘ ATTACKING | _ ) Ll - | im)| [ _ (n)
ATAA |h .[-'- DOYINT F_-;;I.'_*'.[ M CH: (M - L ST ey t HL}'\ i..'a .*;.' I._ A A \‘,l, NI TIO)] | ,‘;,- r”-* On E 1-\" A A -I; |¢ 1 b
MATIVATING i <5 A J i T ()} Ih,j_l'j‘ ¢ i l_k; 3 \ } ,I:E:, ! F \\::!._lh.r?r[} ‘I'-_ A !,l A 1A r{ { -I'r_#| } ;-'\ t ] SOl ..' ;f,- S
+ P e . - . 1[. - S — .-. __.q- _._'. - = — 1; - e Jr_ X — et
‘ ) | |F-_‘I - ! ._..-\fI | I
> N\ Y " Lk v i l OU i Ol ® ' !
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—_—— - { e ¥
. e todibe o AR » !
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0) RESUL + |

i 1 V& | - alancad 1y a1 awas AT 2i8lda se heekler

1. Une vomb and 6 rockets were released in general arec Ol 1.1€ldS &S NECX.Sl
L o L k. oy - . s ] | ' - | : - i

' . Il - 17 b - reyt o - i PP 9 f EX A s 1 € l . 187 () M7 17

missions. The remaining & rockets were fired at . lisaia sleld BAG QODHIL }: ure

, . . N " Y e |

-

made bv two planes &s Lns.ign i 's generatior was out ana he wanved 0 SV
back to bacse before li, nts were lmperative. e had jettisonea 115 oomb 1D
combat. wmnsien McI..VALLE accompanied him ,,_aa;}"- ’:,O“ ase ond Tf?*- soned nhis
bormb enroute., © Lnsion i "" had Jjettlsoned 115 DOMD 1N COMbal.

5. Ygch remainins two planes saved one rociet L0 LiUbh.is L1614, D JLlbas s
jhich were un enroute to basee
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OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Decention
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire

Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND

RECOMMENDATIONS
Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses

Otftfensive Tact (W
' I -
, F.f 121y
s SR = B k) P "", =
[, L "-rf__'-r ’[::-'*.f". - T LW
rf P r E ._

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

Use of Radar

Night F::_j]f"etjr:q

Recognition, Aircraft
ATTACK

OWN TACTICS
Method of 'lt"*-ﬂ-';i*lf‘-tl] Tarﬂi‘:‘
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Al yoroach

Dive

Pull-Out
Dive Angle
‘_‘:-Iraf:r':q

Retirement
Defensive Tactics

DEFENSE, ENEMY

R (7 DTS
Evasive Ta 11CS, dNIPS

Concealment

S earch iqlﬂ tS

Night Fighter Tactic
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bomt -3 T rprdoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
ifrafmq Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

e

OPERATIONAL
Navigation
Homing
Rendezvous
[’?.{_‘(:OQH fion, Shi[)S
Comrm.nm._‘aﬁﬁﬂs
Flight Operations
Search and de-'__it:!ﬁ(.:]
Base Operations
Maintenance

 bursts and the Oscar hit the

(9
-

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
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fllipd "E’-i--i-i')) 3 :“1"
aro\ r[: r\n“\ ‘ i | | |l‘~_: \-
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XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and‘comment freely.

ST SRt

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

This 4 plane flight of Hellecat Night Fighters led by Lt(jg)
John W, RANKIN of Charlottesville, VA. They were to relieve
a division of dayfighters over ISHIGAKI JIMA as TCAP and
hecklers., At MIYAKO JIMA, half way to target, they jokned the
other division which had been engaged with Bogies there,

Ten miles S. E. of MIYAKO, Ens. John DELANEY, VFN pilot
tallyhoed 4 Bogies at 3 o'clock, above and on opposite course,
The two divisions turned toward bogies and trailed them to

where they started second 90° turn for reverse course. RANKIN
and GORDON attacked f§irst. Two planes tried to turn into them

but they made a high beam run s on the third plane, RANKIN "
opened fire at 600 feet. The Oscar then tried to tugn into him

but when he turned into the Jap he rolled on into 90~ dive,
RANKIN and GORDON followed him downe RANKIN got too fast so

rolled out but GORDON followed on. Then GORDON was beginning
to overrun and by that time RANKIN was able to get back on the

Oscar. At that time the Oscar was beginning tosmeke, presumably
from hits in the wing root by GORDON, RANKIN then got in more

water. RANKIN believes he shot
the pilOto

Ensign DELANEY and Ensign MoELVAINE composed the second
section of the night fighter division., MeELVAINE got in one
burst at 12 o'clock level with negative results, He had been
unable to jettison his bomb., DELANEY saw an-osear diving from
above but realized he would be unable to follow through for a
no deflection shot so he opened fire with rienty of lead for
& full deflection shot and thereby sprayed the Oscar from nose
to tall as he flew through the line of fire.

The Jap pilot was not smart, He had a more maneuverable
plane, ;
altltude advantage but took advantage of none of these.

Lt(jg) RANKIN expressly commended his wingman on his
flying performance. He was there in position all of the time
and kept the plane under fire when his leader was caught out
of firing position. On pull out of final dive in which the
Plane was splashed GORDON was right in position on RANKIN's

Wiﬂgo
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X111, MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at ‘eft

L‘r 'ﬁh[i" l‘
Sheet 5 of 5§ h .

1!‘ "f ‘m Du

W Y ,—JK
’ﬁ\

r..il

L&

- e e ——

Mo

: | & e &
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necess: lrg |

Guns, Gunsights T
Turrets [he

generator in one plane went out after tle combe

v

Qm?m?m d melee. ‘Wm AN/AES 6 radar unit and all of the leads &lso
Mps or eS 1 . 2

Emb Sm1:}+¢De . purned OUt >

~ .
Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS

P\aiflﬂ Rr: .;E”'
.Lﬁl{::;"r‘. _,-._r-i ﬁ "-'"Ht'fS

Visual Sic fe'*’
Codes, C_, phers

RECOGNITION
IFF

PROTECTION |
Armor: Points and Angles

of Fr"-'_- ?,-i‘:-:.-:f_i'iir'n:; Further
Prote

K Proofing

Lea g
FMERGENCY EOUIPMENT |

i

I 2k » 3 [ P . !
. l. *ﬂ’ Ndl t i
- : |
\ 11 '-”3,*.1?:? !
s ] L i
i ney | |
o L |
rall ), F:.r'. B

INSTRUMENTS |
Flight

|
[ Ir— FJ{I"::'T
4 I Lal '

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE
Airframe

.fq

Lot st ] r._.,ﬁw--_ .
Heating Jdystrem

A C
POWER PLANT |
ENain |
Eng :
Lul 3 T
Sta
=0 1

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

A
Hﬂ:rri: 3

| [
| | '|..F'_.-'

(-

FUEL SYSTEM

FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE

BASE FACIUTIEE

- - - - r -
r-"lr"s',f @ DIMEeEn |
|} r L B L) L o’ 4 ¥ 3 L

) = ! . l
[: 7y rd- ™ 5 —_— e T r . - i r L 1 ' po—
I u 3l 1

—— - ——

e ——— —— -

R EPC\i | PRE r”\PFF\ APPROVED BY :

- AT (TN : e DT o T . i P —

Oden 1; . SOSHOMN, Lt(je) USWR _Paul C, ROQNLY, Lt=Gdr, UGN 22 Apri)

AT udg T fl(_;er, "{f_!_*._j RANK AND DUTY SI YRS a]](.l ine Of cer \?ANK_M,:H DUTY ~ DATE
o e i a
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