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PREFACE

Mr. Mikami, whose excellent ﬁ;nsla.tion of
Stevenson’s New Arabian Nzgiés is ﬁoﬁ' on the
eve of publication, has asked me to write a
preface for the work. I have acceded to the
request with great pleasure ; but the name of
Robert Louis Stevenson is too well known to
those Japanese who are interested in English
literature to need any introduction from me.
The following remarks, however, may not be
altogether out of place.

Tle New Arabian Nights is interesting to all
lovers of this great writer, because its publica-
tion marked a turning-point in his literary
career. Until that time he had produced
only essays, most of which were subsequently
embodied in his Memories and Portraits, Fa-

miliar Studies of Men and Books, and Virgenibus
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Franeos. It was basad, ‘says "Stevenson’s

biographsr, upon a story told by a strolling
French actor and his Bulgarian wife. Stevenson
had much talk with them, taking great pleasure

in their company and delight in hearing of their

experiences. They were very poor ; and when
his story appeared in print, he sent to the pair
the nioney it brought him, and he received a
mo3i charming letter of thanks.

Thus the book was written in different parts
of the world, for he was cﬁnstantly travelling in
ssarch of health. ~ With the appearance of TVe
\ New Arabian Nights in book-form in 1882, his

1)031111()11 as a writer of ﬁch\un was assired ; and

A

subsaquent works served td enhance lus reputa-

tion. In the following year appeared The
Treasure Island, which has been pronounced to

be the best book of adventure since Robinson
Crusoe ; it eertainly is the finest in recent times,

and it3 veal hero, John Silver, is one of the
3 I\
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Puerisque. 'The first story of his to be printed
was A Lodging for the N ight, the materials for
which he had gathered when he wrote his essay
on Fra.nqof; Villon which is included in his
Familiar Studies. 'The two principal stories in
the book, The Suicide Club and The Rajalk’s
Diamond, were written, the former in England

and Scotland and the latter in France. The g

hero of these tales was, as one might have ex-
pected from the title of the book, not Harour-
al-Rashid ; Stevenson possibly thOIlgl‘lt ?Pe
Commander of the Faithful too &Aﬂﬂﬂﬁ- and
Bagdad too far removed for his purpose ; at any
rate he took for his hero Prince Florizel, son of
the King of Bohemia, in Shakespeare’s Winfer’'s
Tale. The Sive de Malétroit’'s, Door was
wnemved in France and written at Penzance

in England. Tle Pavilion on the Links was
hgun in London and colhp]eted in California.

Providence and the Guitgr was written in

r'_-
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immortal characters in fiction. T7e Strange
Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is enthralling
in its w_ejiﬂnem; and Prince Ctto is considered
by some of his admirers as the most character-
istically Stevensonian of his novels. Althou gh
he wrote many other stories of high quality,
these three are sufficient in themselves to rank
him with the great writers of the later Victori-
an era. Some critics have predicted that
Stevenson’s essays will outlive his novels; but
the latter will not readily die. The best among
them will live when most of his contemporaries

~ are forgotten. Special interest, then, attaches to

Tle New Arabian Nights, because it first turned
Stevenson’s genius and energy to that branch
of literature in which he has won sueh high
and enduring fame.

JUKICHI INOUYE
June 14th, 1916.
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