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A Lester of Dr. John Wallis,
(Geom. Prof. Oxen, and F.R. S. )
to Myr. Thomas Beverly; Conceri-
ing bis Method for Inftruiiing Per-
Jons Deaf and Dumb.

SR,

of a Family, wherein you are concerned ; which is really very fad.
Of Eight Children now living, Fve are Deaf and Dumb. ( And, I
fuppofe, Dumb becaufe Deaf.) ‘

You defite my Directions, How beft to fupply that Defect: Having
had fome Acquaintance (I underffand) with Mr. Atexander Pgpham,
$Wh°’ I think, is yet living,) whom ( being born Deaf ) I taught (about
our or five and -thitty years ago ) to Speakdiftinétly, (‘though I doubt,
he may now have forgot much ‘of it;) And, to Underftand a Lan-
guage, fo as to expre(s his mind ( tolerably well ) by Writing, and to
underftand what is written to him by others. As I had, before, taught
Mr. Daniel Whaley: Who was Deaf alfo; but is lately dead.

Others, who were not Deaf, but had great Impediments in their
Speech, ( who Stuttered extremely, or who have not been able to pro-
nounce fome Letters, ) I have taught to Speak very Diftinctly, and to
pronounce thofe letters which before they could not : So as perfe(tly to con-
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quer that difficulty ; at leaft fo as that it was very litde (ifatall ) dif-
cernable.

Some other Deaf perfons, I have not attempted teaching them to
Speak; but oncly fo as (in good meafure) to underftand a Language,
and to exprefs their mind ( tolerably well ) in Writing. Who have
thereby attained a much greater meafure of Knowledge in many things,
than was thought attainable to perfogs in their circumftances; and be-
come capable (upon further improvement ) of fuch further Knowledge as
is attainable by Reading.

The former partof this Work (teaching to Speak , or to fresk Plain}
is o be done, by Direlting them to Apply their Tongue, Lips, and
other Organs of Speech, to fuch Poftures and Motions, as are proper
for the Formation of fach and fuch Sounds (refpectively ) as are uied
m Specch.  And, then, the Breath, emitied from the Lungs, will Form
thefs Sounds ; whether the perfon Speaking do Hear himfelf, or
not.

Of which relpeétive Fermation, of all Sounds commonly ufed in
Speech, I have given a {ull Account (and, Ithink, I amthe firft who
tave doneir,) in my Treatife De Loquela; prefixed to my Grammar of
the Engiifi; Tong:2 5 fric pablifhed in the year 1653. In purfuance of which,
I atempred the Teaching of Deaf perions to (peai:.

And this is indezd the Shorier work of the Two. (‘however locked
upon as the more Stupendous.) Buc this, without the other, would
be of little nfe. For, to pronounce words only as a Parrot, without
knowing what they fignify, would do us but little fervice. And it would
by degrees (without a Director to corret Miftakes ) come to be loft in
part.  For, like as one who Writes a fair Hand, if he become Blind,
would foon forget the exa& Draught of his Letters, for want of an Eye
to dire§ his Hand: So ke, who doth not Hear himielf Speak, muft
needs be apt to forget the Nicenels of Formation (without a Prompter )
for want of an Ear to regulate his Tongue.

The other part of the Work (to teach a Language ) is what you now
mgaire asout.

In orderto this; itis Neceflary inthe firft place, Thatthe Deaf perfon
be tanght to Wilte.  That there may be fomewhatto exprefs to the Eye,
whar the Sound (of Letters ) reprefents to the Ear.

’Twill next be very Conventent ( becaufe Penand Ink is not alwaies
at hand ) that he be taught, How to delign each Letter, by fome cer-
tain Place, Polition, or Motion, of aFinger, Hand or other Part of the
Bedy; (which may ferve inftead of Writing.) As for inflance, The
ive Vowels 2eion; by pointing to the Top of the five Fingers: And
the other Letters b cd &c. by fuch other placeor pofture of a Finger, r:
crherwife, as fhall be agreed upon.

Afrer this; a Language is to be taught this Desf perfon, by like me
<kods as Children are at firft taught a Langwage ; ( though the thing
pethaps be not heeded.) Onely with this” difference : Children learn
Sourds by the Ear; but the Deaf perfon is to learn Marks (of thoie
£runds ) by the Eye. But boththe oneand the cther, do equally ﬁgm’:’y
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the fame Things or Notions ; and are equally ( fignificantia ad placiium ) of
meer Atbitrary Signification.

*Tis then moft natural (as Children learn the Names of Things ) to
furnilh him (by degrees ) with a Nomenclator 5 containing a con?petcnt
number of Names, of things common and obvious to the Eyc; ( that
you may Shew the Thing anfwering to fuch a Name.) And thefe di-
gefted under convenient Titles; and placed (undcrthem) in {uch con-
venient Order (in feveral Columnes, or other prderly fituation in the
Paper,) as ( by their Pofition ) beft to exprefs, to the Eye, their Rela-
tion or Refpet to one another.  As, Consraries ot Currelatives, one over
againft the other; Subordinates or _Appurtenances , under their Principals.
Which may ferve as a kind of Local Memory.

Thus, (in onePaper ) under the title Afan-Lind, may be placed, ( not
Confufedly, but in decent Order,) adan , Woman , Child, ( boy, ivles.)
And, if you pleafe, the Names of fome known perfons, (of the fgamily,,
or others:) with Spaces left to be fupplied with other like Nawmes os
Words, as after there may bc occafion.

Then (in another Daper ) under the Title Body, may be written (i
like convenient order ) Flead , ( fiir, shin, ear,) Face, forhead, eye, ( eye-
bidy eye-brow, ) cheeky nofe, ( noftri, Ymorsh, (lip, chin.) Neck ( shvoar. ) Back,
Breasty Side, ((righs-fide, lf-fiae. ) Belly, Shoulder, Arm, ( elbow, wrift, hand,
(back 5 palm, ) finger, ( thumb, Kunckle, nail.) Thigh, knce, leg,” ( fhin, calf,
anckle,) foot, ( heel, fole,) we. With like Spaces, as before, for mote to
be added, as there 1s occalion.

And when he hath learned the import of Words in each Paper; let
him Write them ( in like manner ) 1n diftinét Leaves or Pages of a Book
( prepared for that purpofe ) to confitm his Memory, and to have recourfe
to it upon occalion.

In a Third Paper, you may give him the Zmward parts. As, S,
( brain, ) Throas, ( wind-pipe,gullet, ) Somach, (guis,) heart, lungs, liver, (plene,
kidney, bladder, (urine, ) wvein, ( bloud, ) bone, (' marrow,) flefh,fas, &c.

In another Paper, under the title Beaf?, may be placed ; Horfe ( fFone-
horfe, geldng,) mave, (colt.) Bully (ox,) cow, calf. Sheep , vam, ( wesher, )
ew, (lamb. ) Hog, boar, [ow, pig. Dogy { maflif, hound, grey-hound, (pannel, )
bitch, ( whelp, puppy.) Hare,rabbet. Cat,mowfe, rat, &c.

Under the title Bird, or Fowl; put Cock, {capon,) hen, chick, Goofe,
{ gandery Y gofling. Duck { drake, ) Swan, Crow, Kite, Lark, &c.

Under the tide Fifb, put Pikes Eel, Plaice, Salmon, Lobftar, Craby Oifter,
Crawfifh, &c.

You may then put Plams or Pegetables, under feveral Feads, or Sub-
divifions of the fame Head. As, Tree, (root, body, bark , bough, leaf, fruit 3}
Ok 5 afb, apple-ree, pear-tree, vine, &c. Fuuity apple, pears plum, chery, grape,
oty orange, lemon. Flower; vofe, wulip ; gilofer. Ferb , (weed, ) grafi. Corn
wheat, barly, ry, pea, bean.

And the like of Inanimates. Asy, Fleaven fun, moon , flar. Elements;
earh 5 water y air 5 fire.  And, (under the title Earth;) clay, fand, gravel,
flone. Metal goldy filvery brafs, (coppery) iron , ( fleely) lead , tin, ( peiter,)
glafs. Under the title; warer; put Sex, pond , vyver, flream. Under
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that of Air; put Light, dark, mift, fog. Cloud; wind , vain, hail , faow 5
z-%nder s lightening ; vain-how. Under that of Fire; Coaly flame, fmoke, foor,
afhes, .
“Unde the title Clothes 5 put Woollen, (cloh, flinff'y) Linen s (holland
lawny lockarum,) Silk , ( Satin, Velver.) Hat, cap o bandy doubler , breeches,
coat, cloak , flockings, fhoe, boot, fhirt, pesty=coas, gown, &c.

Under the title Eoufe; put Wall, roof, door, window , ( cafement,) room,

Under Room : put Shop, ball, parlonr, dining=room, chamber, ( fludy, clofer, )
kitchin, cellar, flable, &c.

And, under each of thefe, (as ditin& Feads,) the Furniture or Utenfils
belonginging thereunto; ( with Divifions and Subdivifions, as there is
occafion ; ) which I forbear to mention, thatIbe not too prolix.

And, 1n like manner, from time to time, may be added more Col-
leftions or Claffes of Names or Words, conveniently digefted under
diftinét Heads, and futable Diftributions; to be written 1n diftin& Leaves
or Pages of his Book; in fuch order as may feem convenient: Which
I leave to the prudence of the Teacher.

When he is furnilhed with a competent number of Names, ( though
not fo many as I have mentioned : ) it will be feafonable to teach him
( under the titles Singular, Plural,) the Formation of Plurals from Sin-
gulars 5 by adding s or es.  As, Hand, bands; Face, faces 5 Fifb , Fifbesy
&c. with fome few Irregulars; As, Man, men; Womon, women ;5 Foot, feets
Tooth, teeth; Momfe, Mices Lowfe, lice 3 Ox, oxen, &c.

Which ( except the Irregulars) will ferve for Poffefives (to be after
taught him, ) which are formed from their Primitives, by like addition
of s or es. Except fome few Irregulars; As, My, mine; Thy, thine; Our,
ourss Your, yours; Fis; Her, bers; Their, theirsy&c.

And in all thofe, and other like cafes, it will be proper firlk to fhew
him the Particulars, and then the General Tite.

Then -teach him (in another Page, or Paper ) the Pawicles; A, an;
The, this, that 5 Thefe, thofe.

And the Pronouns ; ¥, me, my, mine; Thouy thee, ihy, thine s We, us, our,
onrs; Yee, you, your, yours; Fle, himy his 3 Shee, her,bers 5 Ity its 5 They, them,
their, iheirs ; W};);,whom, who's. .

Then, under the titles _4djeffive, Subflansive; teach him to conne@
thefe. As, My hand , Your head , His foot, Fis feet, Eler arm, arms, Our
bass, Their fhoes, Fohn's coat, William’s band, &c.

And, in order to furnifh him with more Adje&ives; Under the tide
Colonis , you may place Black, white, gray, green, blew ; yellow , ved, &c.
And, having (bewed the Particulars ; let him know, Thefe are called Colowrs.

The like for 7aff, and Smell 5 As, Swees, bister, four, ftink,

And, for Flearingy Sound, noife, word.

Then, for Touch or Feeling : Eot, (warm,) Coldy (cooly) Wet, { moift,)
Drys; Fard, [oft; Tough, brittle; Feavy, light, &c.

From ‘whence you may furnith him with more Examples of _Adjectives
with Subflamtives; As, White bread, Brown bread, Green grafs, Sofé cheefe
Hard ch:efe, Black haty, My blackchas, &c.

And then, inverting the order, Subffaniive and Adjetfive ( with the
‘ Verb
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Verb Copulative between:) As; Sikver is whitey Gold is yei}ow; Zead is
heavy 5 Wood is light 5 Snow iswhite; Ink is black 5 Flefh is [oft 5 Bone is hard ;
Lam fick 5 I am not well, &, Which will begin to give him fome notion
of Syntax.

In like manner, when Subffantive and Subfiantive are fo conneted. As;
Goldis a Metal; A Rofe is a Fiowery Wee are men; They are women 5. Forfes
are beafts; Geefe ave Fowls; Larks are Birdsy &c.

Then, as_thofe before relate to Quality, you may give hin fome other
words relating to Quamsity. As; Long, fhort 5 Broad, narrow 5 Thick, thin
High, (tally) low; Decp, fballov 5 Grear, (big, ) fmally ( lintles) Much, bis-
tle 5 Many, fers 5 Fully empty 5 Whole, part, ( pieces ) Al, fome, none 5 Strong,
weak 5 Quick , flow ;s Equal, unequal; Bigger, lefs. :

Then , words of Figure ; As, Streight , crooked ; Plain 5 bowed 5 Concave
( hollow ) convex 5 Round, fquare, three-(quare 5 Spheve , ( globe, bally boul; )
(;ubf; ( die; ) Uprighe, floping 5 Leaning forward, leaning backward 5 Like, v~
like.

Of Gesture 5 As, Stard, ly, fit, kneel, floop.

Of Motion s As, Move, (flir,) vefts Walk , (8o, come; ) Runs Leaps
Ride Fall, vife 5 Swim, fink, (drown ;) Siides Creep, (crawls) Fly; Pull,
(draw, ) thrnfty throw 5 Bring, fetch, carry.

Then, words relating to Time, Place, Number, Weight, Meafisoe, Money,
&c. are ( in convenienttime ) to be fhewed him, diftinétly. For which
the Teacher, according to his difcretion, may take a convenient fea-
fon. .

As likewife, The Time of the Day; The Days of the Uf'ed]; The Days
of the Mumth 5 The Months of the Teor5 and other things relating to the
the Aimanackt Which he will quickly be capable to undetftand, if Me-
thodically thewed him.

As likewife, the Names and Simations ; of Places, and Countries, which
are convenient for him to know. Which may- be orderly written in
his Book; and fliewed him in Maps, of London , England , Eurcpe, the
World, &c.

But thefe may be done at leifures As likewife, the Pra&ice of Aviih-
mesick y and other like pieces of Learning.

In the mean time; (after the Concord of Subflamive and _Adjeltive 5 )
he is to be thewed ( by convenient Examples ) that of the Nominative
and perb.  As, for inflance, £ go, You fee , FZ fit-y They ftand, the Fire
burnsy the Sun fbinesy the Wind blows, the Rain fails, the pater vuns 5 and the
like : with the Titles in the top, Nominative, Verb. .

After this, ( under the titles, Neminative, Veib, Accifarive, ) give him
Examples of Verbs Tianftives; As; I fee you, You fee me, The Five burns
she 1Wood, The Boy makes & Fire, The Cook voafts the Meat, The Butler liys
the Cloth, We eat our Dinzer,

Or even with a ‘Dotble Acufasives As, Tou reach me (Friting, or} 0
Wit 5 Yohn teacketh me to Dance 5 Thomas tells me a Tale, &c.

Afier” this; you smay teach him the Flexion or Conjugation of a yerb;
or, what is equivalent thereunto. For, in our Englifh Tongue, cach
Verb hath bui Two Tenfes (the Prefent and the Praer ) and Two Partet-
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ples (the Aftive and the Paffive.) All the ret is performed by Auxilia-
vies. Which ( Auxiliaries ) have no more Tenfes, than the other Verbs.

Thofe Auxiliaries, are, Do, did; Will, would; Shall, fhowld 5 May, might ;
Can, conld; Muft, ought to; Flave, hady Am (be, YWas. And if, by Ex-
amples , you can infinuate the fignification of thefe Few Words: you
will have taught him the whole Elexion of the Verb.

And here it will be convenient, ( once for all,) to Write him out a
full Paradigm of fome one Verb, (fuppofe, to See,) throngh all thoie
Auxiliaries.

The Verb it felf, hath but thefe Four Words to be Icarned; See, fam,
feeing, feen. Save that, after Thou in the Seeond Perfon fingular ( in both
Tenfes ) we add ¢ff; and, in the Third Perfon fingular (in the Prefent
Tenfe ) eth or ¢s: Or, inftead thereof, s, th, s. And fo inall Verbs.

Then, to the Auxiliaries, Do did, Will would, Shall fhould, May might,
Canconldy Muft ought 1o, we adjoin the Indefinite See. And, after Have
bad, Am (be) was, the Paflive Participle Seen. And fo for all other
Verbs.

But the Auxiliary _4m or Be, is fomewhat Irregular; in a double form ;

Am, arty is; Plutal, Are. Was, waft, was; Plural, tere,
Be, beefty bes Plural, Be.  Were, wert,were; Plural, iere.
Be ( am, Ywas, deing, been.

Which (attended with the other Auxiliaries) make up the whole Pafsive
Froice.

All Verbs ( without Exception ) in the Aéfive Pariiciple, are formed
by addinging; As, See, feeing ; Teach, teaching, &«.

The Preser tenfe, and the Paflive Parsiciple, are formed (regularly ) by
adding ed. But are oft fubje to Comraftions, and other Irregulavitics,
¢ fometime, the fame in both ; fome time, different. ) And therefore itis
convenient , here, to give a Table of Verbs (efpecially the moft ufual )
for thofe Zhree cafes. ( Which may, at once, teach their Signification, and
their Formasion.) As, Boily boiled, boileds Roft, rofted, rofted; Bake, baked,
baked 5 &c. Teach,tanght, taught 5 Bring, brought, brought 5 Buy, bought, bongrs,
&c. See, faw, feens Giuc, gave, given; Take, took o mien; Fuorfake, forfook, jor«
faken s Write, wrote, written 5 &c. With many more, fit to be learned.

The Verbs being thus difpatched ; he is then to learn the Prepofitions.
Wherein lies the whole Regimen of the Noun. ( For Divetfity of Cafes,
we havenone.) The force of which is to be infinuated by convenient
Examples, fuited to their different Significations. As, for inftance,

Of, A piece of bread; 4 pint of Wines The cover of apot; The colowr
of gold; A ving of goids Acup of filver 5 The Mayor of London ; The long-
eft of all 5 &c.

And in like manner for, Off, on, upons To, unto, tilly untills From; At
In ( within, ) ont ( withous 5 ) Intoous of 5 Abous, vver, unders Above, below s
Betwoen, among; Before, bebind 5 afier 5 For 5 By 5 With, throughs _dgainft
Concerning; And, by this time, he will be pretty well inabled to underftand
a Single Sentence.

In the laft place; he is (in like manner) to be taught ComjunéFions.
{ Which ferve to connelt, not Words onely, but Semences.) As, And,
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alfs, likewife; Fither, ov, whether 5 Neither, nors If , then 5 Why ( wherefore,)
becanfe, therefores But, tivough, yet 5 &c. And thefe illuftrated by convenient
Examples, in each cafe, As,

Becanfe I am cold 5 sherefore T go to the fire 5 that 1may be warm; For it
1s cold wether.

If it were fair, then it would be good walking: But ( however ) though
itrain, pes I muft go; becaufe I promifed. With oiher like inftances.

And, by this tume, his Book, (ifwell furnithed with plenty of Words ;
and thofe well digefted , under feveral Heads , and in good Order;
and well recruited from time to time as new words occur; ) will ferve
him in the nature ofa Diffionary and Grammar.

And, in cafe the Deaf Perfon be otherwife of a good Natural Ca-
pacity ; and the Teacher of good Sagacity ; By this method ( pro-
cceding gradually , ftep by ftep,) you may (with Diligence and due
Application, of Teacher and Learner,) in a Years time, or thereabouts,
perceive a greater progrefs than you would expet: and a good Foun-
dation layd for farther Inftrnttion, in atters of Religion, and other
Knowledge which may be taught by Books.

It will be convenient, all along, to have Pen Ink and Paper ready
at hand, to write down in Words, what you fignify to him by Signes;
and caufe Him to Write (or fhew him how to Write ) what He fignifies
by Signes. Which way (of fignifying their mind by Signes) Deaf
perfons are often very good at.  And we muft endeavour to learn Their
Ianguage (i T may fo callit) in order to teach them Ours: By thewing,
what #/osds anfwer to their Signes.

Twill be convenient alfo, as you go along, (after fome convenient
progrefs mude,) to Exprefs (in as plain language as may be ) the import
of {ome of the Tables.  As, for inftance,

The Ffead is the Higheft part of the Body ; the Feer, the Loweft
part; The Fuace is the Fore-part of the Head; The Forbead is Over the
Eyes; The Cheeks are Under the Eyes; The Nofe is betwen the Cheeks ;
The Mouth is Under the Nefe, and Above the Chin, &c.

And fuch Plain Difcourfe, put into Writing , and particalacly zx.
plained 5 will teach him by degrees to underftand Plain Senterces. And
like Advantages, a Sagacious Teacher, may take as occafion offers it felf’
from time to time.

Thus I have, in a Long Leiter, given you a Short Acvount of my Me-
thods (ufed, in fuch cafes, with good Succeis3 ) whica todo at Large,
would require a Book,

T have taken the pains to draw-up this methad, (which is whae |
have purfued my felf inthe Yike cafe, ) asapprehiending it may be of ufe
to fome others when Iam dead. And Iam not defirons 1t fhounld dy with me.

And T bave done it as plainly as I could, that it may be the bet-
ter underftood.

I have given onely fome fuort Specimicns of fuch Tables 25 T had
made for my own ule, and the ufe of rhofe whom I was to inftra;
nut to give them at Jarge, wounld be more than the work of a Let-
ters and they are to be vatled , as the Circumftances of rlie Perfons F
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and the Dlaces may tequire, or the prudence of a Teacher fhall find

expedient. )
It is ajulted to the Englilh Tongue, becaufe fuch were the perfons

I had to deal with. .
To thofe of anothcr Language, it muft be fo altered as fuch Language

requires. And perhaps will not be o eafily donefor another Language
asfor the Enghih. = The Flexion of Nouns, the Conjugation of Verbs,
the Difference of Genders, the Variety qf Syntax &c. doth in other Lan-
guages give a great deal cf trouble, which the Simplicity of our Language
doth free us from.  But this is not my prefent bufinefs.

I cAm,

Oxford,
Sept. 30.
1698, .
Ser,

Yours to ferve you,

JOHN WALLIS.



