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Imagine a world in which every single 
human being can freely share in the 

sum of all knowledge.

That's what we're doing. 



About today

1. Presentation: What is Wikipedia?

(Coffee)

2. Workshop: Learn to edit Wikiversity!



Global collaboration for 
sharing free knowledge

● More than 41,4 million articles.

● 294 language versions of Wikipedia.

● The worlds sixth largest website. 

● Nearly 500 million unique visitors each month.

● Content is created by more than 63 million registered 
users and numerous anonymous users across the 
world. 



Wikimedia Chapters 
around the world

   Existing chapters

   Approved, but not yet founded

   Chapters in planning stages

   Chapters in discussion





Wikipedia in classroom context:
The Wikipedia Education Program

Teachers assign students to publish their 
work on Wikipedia.
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Benefits for students in 
Wikipedia Education Program 
include:

● Developing writing skills for an 

authentic audience.

● Practicing critical thinking skills 

when learning to navigate and 

evaluate Wikipedia content.

● Collaboration with the Wikipedia 

Community.

● more…? 
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Case: Students edit Somali Wikipedia

Swedish students 
share knowledge 
with the global 
Somali speaking 
community.

Real world impact.
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The fundamental principles of Wikipedia

...may be summarized in 
five pillars...



Wikipedia is an encyclopedia

Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of 
view

Wikipedia is free content that anyone can use, 
edit, and distribute

Editors should treat each other with respect 
and civility

Wikipedia has (guidelines), no firm rules

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:What_Wikipedia_is_not
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:What_Wikipedia_is_not
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Neutral_point_of_view
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Copyrights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Copyrights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Copyrights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Copyrights
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Civility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Civility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Civility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Civility
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Ignore_all_rules
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Ignore_all_rules


Basic navigations 
on a Wikipedia 
page



Do you have any objections to 
Wikipedia?

People either love it or hate it...



“Letting any Internet user edit any article 
at will is absurd!”

Everything is open and can easily 
be placed under scrutiny, by you 
as a reader and by the Wikipedia 
editors, who regularly delete 
mistakes and nonsense. 



"Wikipedia cannot be trusted, unlike 
other more scholarly sources."

a "trust, but verify" approach is 
often necessary with any source.



Dealing with poor quality



What can vandalism look like?

Wikipedia has a critical mass of 
serious ambitious editors.



Srikeit Tadepalli and Noopur Raval
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Impact_of_Wikipedia_-_Srikeit_Tadepalli_and_Noopur_Raval.webm

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIdMVOhduSk
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Impact_of_Wikipedia_-_Srikeit_Tadepalli_and_Noopur_Raval.webm
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Impact_of_Wikipedia_-_Srikeit_Tadepalli_and_Noopur_Raval.webm


Read more about Wikipedia Zero at

https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Zero
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Letter_for_Free_Access_to_Wikipedia.webm

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0nTVAmstteM
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Zero
https://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Zero
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Letter_for_Free_Access_to_Wikipedia.webm
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Open_Letter_for_Free_Access_to_Wikipedia.webm


Other ways of sharing knowledge than 
collaborating on an encyclopedia?



Dumisani Ndubane
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Impact_of_Wikipedia_Dumisani_Ndubane.webm

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tXvhABH-jFs
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Impact_of_Wikipedia_Dumisani_Ndubane.webm
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:The_Impact_of_Wikipedia_Dumisani_Ndubane.webm


Editing Wikiversity

1. Log into your account.

2. Enable VisualEditor in your preferences.

3. Create your user page.

4. Create your project page and add some 

information about it. 

5. Track activity in “Recent Changes”
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Thank you!

For participating in sharing free 

knowledge with the world!

https://www.wikimedia.se/sv/varforutbildning

