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IRTHUFR ki, BACLAWSKI, cf lawful agec,
being duly sworn deposes anc sayss

: I ant 2 Master Sergeant in the U.S.Arny
' 200 Ccast Artillery, ASI 38012473. I am thirty-six ycars of age
and 1y perranent hcene acddress is 1064 E,79th Street, Clevelanc,

Ogio. I have ccmpleted four ycers cf ccollege and recelivec a
BEchelcr cf Arts Degrce at the Ohic Stete University in 1932.
!
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I entercéd nilitary scrvice of the

United Statcs 28 Merch, 1941, at Santa Fc. New llexicoj; was sent
cversces in Septenber, 1941, end returnec frcn cvcrscas 8 Octcber.
1945 o

I was captured on Bataain, Fhillipinc
Islands, 8 April, 1942, while scrving in the Weather Sceticn of
Hecadquartcrs Fattery, 200th Ccast Artillery., UMy cduties included
surveying anc¢ drafting. I was held in custcdy as a priscner of
war by the Inperial Japancse Gcevernment fron 8 April, 1942, to
11 Sentenber, 1945, at the fcllowing placcs: Carip O'Dcnnell,
Fhillipine Islanés frem 2 June, 1942, to 21 Septcmber, 19433 Lcs
Pcnes, Fhillipine Islends, 21 chterber, 1943, tc 30 Scpterber,
1944, Fronm 1 Octcber, 1944, TC N.venber, 1944, I was enroute b;
beat frem Meniles, Phillivine Islands, to Cemp Engin (phcnetie) tc
Taiwen (Ferncsa). I left Teiwan cn 12 January, 1945, aboard the
MELBOURNE NARU and arrived at Kczaka in the Sendel arca, Jaran
cn 27 January, 1945, 1 was held 1n Kozeka until my liberation
11 Septenber, 1945.,; 1 was appcintecd squac leaccr by the Japenese

-5t Kczaka and held this pesiticn for five nonths.

The c¢nly two Jepanese in ny places cf
impriscnrment whose neres I can new rceell were Supply Sergeant
Osani (phonctic) whce was nicknerced the "Skull" and Ccrpcral
Kuraca, a Jepanese recical corpsnen., Bcecth ¢ these ren were
staticned at Kouzaka,.

It is difficult Lo describe Uie
ccnditions on cur trip fror Fhillipine Islands tc Teiwan, We

 travclled in a2 hold gboard a small collier which wes very ocld

' and had been reccnditicned. Seven huncrcd Arerican priscners,
' including ryself, wcre lcacded into the hold c¢f the ship which

t was apprcxinately 40 cr 45 feet long, 3u TG 35 feet wide and
srproxirately 30 feet cCeep. Cl2l T a depth of 10 feet couvered

i
1

e




L]
#

fvidentiasry Dccurient Nc. 5194, Pagc 2,

thc entire flccr c¢f the hclé, Abcut 400 cther Anerican prisci
crs werc loeced in the ait hold of the ship which was lccated
irrecdiately bchind the ship's cengine rcorme The hecat in the hol
wes alnest mnbcereble end 1 was told thet the a2ft hcold was even
hitters Ticrc wes nct reo: encugh in cur held to lis dcwn.

The hcold prckably sheulcd heve accormicdéated about 250 nen.
Thirty-two Arericen priscncrs in cur held dieé frorm suffocation
anc heat exheusticn during the thirty cay trip. lany of the re
were cut of their hcads cue tc the intense hcet. The hcld was
ccverecd with wocden plankir: with about two inches spacing
bectwecn the plenks end, cduringz 2ir reids, canvas covers were
pulled acrcss these plenks corpletely shutting cut the air.
After ebcut six deys, the Jspanese laced czdles intc and arocund
the planking ccvering the hclé which weuld heve rniade escape
irpcssible in the event the ship wes sunk. There were nc light
cf any kind in the hcld, We were told by the Japznese a2t the
stert ¢f the trip that we wculd receive cne U,.S. Arriy Canteen
cup cf water per nen per cday. However, we conly received this
aount on four cr five cccasicns when we tcuched that rany
pcrts.

I receivecd abcut twe-thirds cf a cup
per cay. Hcwever, on scne days we werc completely withcut
water. We recceived two reesls per day normelly. However,
between the weather and eir raids, thcy often cut this tc¢ cne
ieel. The Japenese tried tc make up for this cut in cur ration
cn the fcllowing ceys but this was never conpletely acccriplishe
Acccrcing to the nctes ¢f the trip which I kept, on 13 Octcber,
1944, we received 3/4 cf a cup of ccckeéd rice in the norning an
3/4 f a2 cup cf cccked rice nixed with scaweed for cur second
real on that cey. On 20 Octcber, 1944, when cur becat was in
the pcrt of heng Kongy I received 1/3 cantcen cup of stewed
grecns anc cone cantéen cup f steemed rice in the mcerning and
in the afterncon I received ebout 2/3 ¢f a cup cf steaned rice.
On scne Geys we rcceived less than these ancunts., Jhe food
was preparec by the Americen priscners and lowered tc the hold
in wcceden buckets attachied te renes.

There were nc letrine facilities in the
hcelcd end buckets znd cans were lcwered on ropes for the ren tc
relieve thenselves and then rulled back to the deck zné Cispouse
cf's It was necessary fur reny cf the nen to éig hcoles in the
cval to use as teilets. 4s a result of this, the flcor was
ccntinuelly filthy end dirty. All ¢f the rien had severe cases
of ¢larrhea a2t scretire cduring the trir. I was gllowed on Cecl
three cr fcur tires fur fiftcen ninute periocds during the entir
trip. I believe thet all the Arericens nenaged to get cn deck
ebcut that nurber cf tires.

ITherc were scre Arerican ked Cross
L surrlies on boeré the ship. Hocwever the supplies were
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socn exhaustec., ALt the start of the trip, ocur cfificirs sccur.
viterin teblets frcr the hed Crcss parcels and passec these
clit et the rate of twc tablets per men per day enc¢ the surply
wes cxheusted by the end of fifteen deys., Medical facilities
cn tihe bouet werce practically nil and included smell amounts

of sulfe thiascle., The rhysical ccnditicns of the Ar:ericens
at the beginning of the trip werc reascnably gccd but at the
end c¢f the trip all priscncrs were in pcor shape. The Japanesc
ccrnancer at cur cdestinaticn remarked that curs was the wcerst
group c¢f priscners physically that he had ever handled, I lost
approxirately twenty pcunds cduring the trip.

I ¢c nct know the nanes of any c¢f the
Jepanese in chergc of the ship. However, I lcarned thet the
ship's conmancder had recently been in charge of prison ships
fror Mincdanso tc Japan,

The fcllowing U.S. Arry officcrs and
cnlisted nmen were ry fcllow priscners dvring this trip and
cculd pessibly furnish further infcornation regarding the trip:

Mz jor Farris, 26th Cavelry, Fhillipine Islands, Ccocrmanding
Officer of Noul.l Coumpeny cn bcard ship.

Capt. Ccnptoun, 200th Ccast Artillery, Ccrinmanding Officer No,. 2.
Ccripeany .

Capt. Thonas Davis, 59th Ccast Artillery, Cormancding Officer
Nce. 4 Ccnpanye.

Lt. %¥yndell acted as Ac Jutant ¢n the prisocn ship.,

1st. Sgt. Lawrence O'Eara, 21st. Fursuit Squadrcn, hcrne address
Dayt0n9 Ohic.s

T/Sgt. "Buzg" Bartcn, ASN 6802132, 19th Air Bese, hcre address
400 Flearview Avenuc, St. Lcuis, kilssouri.

Ffe. Lewis Celusniek, 200th Ccast Artillery, hcre edcdress Lt.
3, Merlin, Texas,

1st. Sgt. liclter H. Lieb, 59th Ccest Artillery, now staticned
et Letterman Gencrel Hospital, Sen Francilsco.

The abcocve are 211 the pertinent facts I can rererber regarding
this incident,

Cignecd) Arthur l.. Baclawski, IM/S;
Subscribed anéd sworn to tefore rme this 12th dey cf Octcber,1945

Interviewed by Gecrge G. RBarker, Agent, S.1.C,
(Signec) Charles E Taylcr, Capt.
JAGD,

A CEKTIFIED TLUE COFY
(Signed) EVERETT CHECKET




