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- t was after uhe military operetion of Imnhal which
ended in ’ﬁllu“e in mid-September 1944 that General KIVURA came
into cffice. As the commﬁndex of the SAXURA Dztecanment, I took
command of a force numbering aboubd 3;7C0 ccns*v+1ng of three
infantry battailons, ons artll¢ery batta ion and cne cavalry
rezirment as its nucleus and was in charge of the frontal defense
of Akyab, while the main force of the 55th Divisicn moved tc the

Bassein area,

3. General KIMURA, after he assumed office, especially
stressed and advised that we ®aould strive to win the confidence
of the people, to enforce strict military discipline and to raise
the morale of the men., Jater he delivered instructions several
tir=s to the same effect. In compliance with his instructiong, we
brovett it hcme to our subordinates that very strict military
discipline was the best way to win the confidence of the neople.
We dida our utmost to behave as prudently as possible, so military
disc.pliine was very strictly maintained,

L. General KIMURA was s0 earnest about the pramotion of
friendship and harmony between the Japanese army and the Burmese
and tie-sverilizeiion of the latter's livelihood that he had his
stbordinates eomnile a pamphlet entitled "The Attitude to Take
Tovairds tne Ruirese™, and distributed them to the members of
units under his command.,
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