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Dof. Dice N>e 2060

t> tho scloction »f hr. Riil. whom I had strongly rec mmendcde

b, Whilc Princc Kdnojyc preeognized  the ablllvy and talent
~f Mr. K.Y. as a financial administrat :r ho was “Waroc > the fact
that Mr. KiYy was a man vhy vas not well considercd in military
circles becausc -f his yo-aistent »bjeetion for many yoars t3
ineroascs in military budgets. -nd thoerof re 2rince Knoye WAS
very hesitant in naming Mr. K.Y. foOr Financ« «“inlister.

Hwever, since he failed £ty 1ycatc any »>ther deemed suit bl
~nd dls> bocause hc vuanted ©9 infusc ao>mo freshness int»> tho
lincu> 2f his new Cabinct ne cventualls rceommonded Mr. A5 4 e i
the »asitisn nstwithstandin the 1nttor ¢ unfavorable standing
in military circles. This 1s what I hoard personally from tho
late 2rince Konoye atv that timc.

4., In May 1938 when tho firat Konoyc Cabinct was roorganl-
zecd, as had boon anticilated Mr. Kild rusigned his nasitim ane
t> the >Yrussurc Of rapagitim) 9 hig petontin >f tho sffice

-

oxcertcd by firmy circl..s. opinc: Koniye asked mo ©2 call on Mr.

9
‘.L

KAYA and rcquost his rcsiznetion as the army Was strongly 229 ?80C¢
t~» his continuancc as Flnancd winistor. I convegoed bt :r. KiXi.
2pince Konovce'!s wishes. s the reoulit, mre LaYn resizacd his

928t and s, Scihin Ikeda entcred the Cobinct in his >lacce.
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Dof. Doce NI, 2060

&, Toward thce advent »f 1941 thore cxisted grave ¢ neern
svep the american Japanacso rglntidns. 3oth ur. K.Y.. and mysclf
fo.ling it to baG A vital noconulty ©o nmnaintaln 2 yoaccful rola-
£41-n vith .merilcex, had on scveril .ecnsiong .Xxchanged vicws on
this crucizl ﬁ;tﬁﬁr.

When Mr. KJia :l.sszmnud the Flaancc D ptfHlly in the Cabinct
succocding tho Third Konyye Cabinct, which was form:d By General
T0J0 wh»> was rogarded b7 the nHoplc oy dno h-1ldir, the gtrongost
~ttitude toward amurica 1 was struck with surhrisc and folt 8NC
dishleasurc. Bub whon L gaw wr, Kid., CX0 then K .ooer 2f tho
Privy 32al, ho cx3lain.d tho situatlon twualy: "General T0J0
has noy +ind to stnpt a2 war with Anerica af Fou thinlc hz d2GE.
Fyllswine foithfully the wishos of tho “maorar ~f amicable «cu-
tling tho 1ssuc betweczn the twa C untrics ho 18 sndeavoring to ad
his best In tho conduct »f tho negotiati-ns with smepicn.” I
falt that T had mwigundarstn>d Mr. K V,.'s mind in his Affiliation
with the TJJO cabinct therciore, I enllocd m Mr. Kal. at his
sffice and talled with him 'n his deceisim to Join the Cobinct,
This was about 10 da7s after tho *0JO Cabin-.t was formed. - Mre
KoY roolicd 52 mo To the £ 1l wing offcet: "1 would noyt have
joined the Ccabinct if it had already boen docided t make waT.

1 askod Gencral TOJO apout this and he t y1d mc thiat ho vantcd €2

continuc negotiations with amcpica nnd Was cndcavoring GO socttlc




