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Def. Doc. No. 487 Exh. No.

Translated by
Defense Language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR Ti= FAL EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERCIA, et al
-JS -

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION
Devcnent: /S/ NAKAMURA, KStard

I have duly sworn an oath in aceordance with the

customary formality in my country and 2s on attached sheets

hereby depose as follows?

(1) I was born on the o8th of August in the l4th year of
Meiji (TN 1881). At the end of this war, I was a general
in the reserves. The ;utline of mv career slnce the second
year of Showa (TN 1927) is as fcllows:

Commander of the 39th Infantry Brigade (July 1927, Heijo),
Chief of Staff of the Korean Army (August 1929, Seoul),
Director of the Personnel Bureau of the War Ministry
(December 1930, Tokyo), Commander-in Chief of the Japanese
carrison Forces in China (February 1932, Tientsin), Com-

mander of the 8th Division March 1934, Hirosaki), Chief
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of the General Affairs Department of the Inspectorate
General of Military Education (December 1935, Tokyo), War
Minister (February 1937, Tokyo), Supreme War Councillor
(March 1937, Tokyo), Commander of the Tokyo Garrison Con-
currently (August 1937, Tokyo), Commander of the Korean
Army (July 1938, Seoul), Supreme War Councillor (July 1941,
Tokyo), Retired from military service (September 1941},
recalled as Commander-in-Chief of the Eastern Defense Dis~

trict (December 1941, Tokyo), relieved from the call
(May 1943).

(2) In the 6th year of Showa (TNs 1931) T was working une
der War Minister MINAMI as Chief of the Personnel Bureau
of the War Ministry. According to what I learned from my
position, the WAKATSUKI Cabinet at that time was taking up
a retrenchment policy as the previous HAMAGUCHI Cabiret
had done and was trying to carry cut administrative read-
justment on a large scaie to reduce the budget. In the
1attef part of July, Finance Minister INOUE presented a
bill for the revision of the Pension Law, in which he de-
manded a reduction and amendment to military men's pen-
sions.' This problem was carsfully deliberated upon at

the War Ministry.. Reduction of military men's salaries

was in the jurisdiction of the lNilitary Affalrs Bureau
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and the Accovnts Bureau and was not under my jurisdiction,
but I heard thé% it was reduced on a scale similar to those
of civ}l officials, Since cornditions were such, expenses
neceééary for the renovation of various systems in the army
and materials of arms, etc., could not be supplied by
government finance. Accordingly, there was no alternative
but to curtail the exrenses of the army itself and to

use sums for only the most urgent items, for example,
organizing an air force or mechanized unit by abolishing

the cavalry., Moreover, the WAFATSUKI Cabinet was organiz-
ed after the close of the Diet session, Therefore, although
the reformatioh of the organization and the equipment of the
army had been planned within the budget of the ex-Cabinet,
the plan was suspended, owing to this change of the Cabinet,
Japanese army equipment in those days was the same as that
in the early stages of the 1lst World War. Compared with

those of other powers, it was very much out of date and ex~

tremely inferior.

(3) The Council of Division Commanders was, as an established
custom, convened every year in Tokyo, They discussed on
their business at the War Ministry, the Headquarters of
the Army General Staff, and 1hspectorate General of Military
Education., The Couneil of the 6th year of Showa (TN: 1931)
took place on the 4th > August f~- "=~ Pimat i Las uer

MINAMT became the War Minis’ "o ,:. ddr s made in the
- 3 -
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took place on the 4th of August for the first time after
MINAMI became the war Minister. In his address made in

the council, there was a passag;i wps the current situation
in Manchuria and Mongolia is, to my regret, growing worse,
those who are engaged 1n military service should make increas-
ingly greater efforts in military education and training, and
tq fulfil thelr duties." Some newspapers eriticized this
statement saying that 1t 1nspired,militarism or it meant
political intervention by the military circles: It must

be only natural, however, that the War Minister would

demand Commanders of Divisions to understand the oversee
situation and to wish to have them try thelr best in the
education and training of the army itself. Moreover, I
could not help but think that the reason why his address
brought about great reactlion from the publlic was, efter all,
due to a plot 1aid by a section of some political party who,
taking advantage of the instability of the political situa-

tion in those days planned to overthrow the government by

tripping up a member of the Cabinet.

(4) The new of an incident having broken out at Liuvtiaokou
in MUKDEN on the night of the 18th of September 1931 and
that Japanese and Chinese rorces began fighting one another,

was brought to me at 8 o'clock the following morning et the

War Ministry.
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Now a vital element in combat is the assignment

of personnel, especially of officers. Concerning this in-
cident, however, the fact that I, as Chief of the Personnel
Bureau of the War Ministry, did not know anything about the
personnel beforehand, thot there was no preparation, and
that the Incident was truly vnexpected to me makes it quite
obvious that there was no previous plan. Moreover, as it was
Just at a time when the army ltself was taking a retrenchment
policy, and that the organization and equipment of the army
was very lmperfect, it was not likely that Japan would take
the initiative in bringing abouvt irouble. Stbsequently, a
gap took place between the Cazbinet's policy of "Non-enlarge-
ment and local settlement of the incident® and the movements
of the army situated there whose actions were pgoverned by
strategy and as a result of which the War Ministry, that ls,
the War Minister found himself in a very difficult situation.
This was because strategic operations were under the control
of the Military Comman? of Chief of the Ceneral Staff, and
outside the authority of the Var Minister,

December 22nd, 21st year of Showa (1946)

Deronent: /S/ NAKAMURA, Kotaro
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T certify that the above mentioned person took an

oath and affixed his signature and seal hereto in my

presence.

On the sam date

In Tokyo.

witnesss /S/ BANNO, Junkichi

Oan ¢H
I swear to state the whole truth, conceal notiiing

.nd vdd nothing eccordaing to my consclencc.

/s/ NafamURa, Kotuaro

W
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