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GErman press reports 82 of 224 Tokyo cinemos
closed February one in order save Electricity coal
and make employees available war effort. Vacated

Premises will be used for offices and warehouses.
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after the greet earthqueke in September 1923, Hiji-
xata returned to Japan. With his own funds which he had
intended to use for study abroad, he endowed Tsukiji Thea-
ter which became a center of LeItlSt and leeruL Move =
ments, This theater began to produce trenslation of for 'elgn

plays including Ibsen, thLIOpr&, Shaekespeare and others

In 1931 the International Laborers Theatrical Allience
genlzed emong groups in Germany, Czechocslevakie end
m ted States, lt later became tm, lnterne T’l’)'i"'lf. l Re=-
TmltIUH“fV Uremetic Allisance with neadquearters in Y.0SCcow,
14 wes Known by the initials of its Russiean neme, AC:;.
115 orgenization planned to sponsor &n Internstional oon-
2ress ol proletarian theater groups in Moscow in 1933,
in the meantime however, Count t1l1jikatea had been
"detained" in 1932 for his ;utivities in Leftist movements.
A group of nis friends in the peerage banded cogether to
nelp him out. They advised him to leave thLe country, and
carougii thelr efforts e wes gble to obte* n a passport in
Sspite of police objection. liowever, conditions were im-
;_.:j:_;u_:;q thnat Le must teke his wife and two children with him
anda thet he could neither go to Germeny nor to the Soviet
JN10Il.
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Koreve SHENDA vakae KUBO moyosh I RATAVA

ohiro OFAXURA lotol

Ryokichl SUGINOT oekil SANO

85) Not assoclated with former proleterien
Kihachi XKITAMURA sugisaeku AOYAMA

ohingo KNUO Ton SATOMI
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES POLITICAL ADVISER

Tokyo, Japan, October 31, 1945,

NO, 36
SUBJECT: Leftist Theater Movement in Japan,

The Honorable

The Secretary of State,
Washington.
Sir:

As of possible interest, especially to the Division
of Cultural Cooperation, 1 have the honor to enclose a
memorandum of conversation between a member of this of-
fice's staff and Mr., Yoshi HIJIKATA, a recently released
political prisoner and former leader in the Left-wing
theater movement,

Mr. Hijikata is leftist in his political opinions
although he does not profess membership in the Communist
Party. He was a member of the peerage but was divested

of his titles by the Japanese Government because of his
political activities.

Summary of ®Snclosure: Mr, Hijikete is hopeful for
the growth of a genuinely progressive intellectual move-
ment in Japan. He believes there are opportunities for
& new theater to develop but does not expect this deve-

lopment to come quickly. Time will be needed for writers,
producers, and actors to test their skills in the atmos-

phere of new found freedom. Mr, Hijikate provides & list
of persons who he believes will be active in the new proe-

letarian theater movement in Jepan. End of Summary.
Respectfully yours,

George Atcheson, Jr.
Enclosure:

Memoraendum of conversation with
Yoshi Hijikata, October 23, 1945.

Original and duplicete, with reverse
carbon, to the Department.

840,.6
JKEmmerson:anl
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Enclosure to Despatch No. 36 of October 31, 1945 from the
Aoting United States Political Adviser to the Supreme Com-

mander for the Allied Powers, Tokyo, on the subject "Left-
ist Theater Movement in Japan".

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

October 23, 1945.

Participants: Yoshi HIJIKATA;
Ryuji NISHIZAWA; and

Jo K. Emmerson

SUBJECT: The Japenese Leftist Theater.

Mr. Hijikata has recently been released from prison as
a result of the directive of October 4, 1945 from General
MacArthur's Headquarters, He hes long been active in pro-
letarian theater movements and may be expected to play a
prominent role in the reestablishment of a progressive
theater in Jepan. His long experience ebroad and the fact
that he comes from the nobllity make him a rather colorful
charaecter in Japan. He hes been referred to in the press
88 "The Red Count"™ although he does not profess to be a
member of the Communist Party.

The following 48 a brief resume of his personal his-
tory. He was born imn Tokyo in 189%8. HHis grandfather was
Count Hisamoto who played an active part in the Meiji rest-
oration. Hijikate gradueted from Tokyo Imperial Univer-
sity in literature and early became interested in the thea-
ter. In 1922 he went abroad for the first time tc study
theatrical production in Germany. In Japen he had already
hed experience as & stage electrician, stage désigner and
assistent producer, He had been associated with Saden)i
ICHIKAWA, prominent Japanese actor and leader of a prog-
ressive theatrical group.

After the great earthquake in September 1923, Hiji-
kata returned to Japan., With his own funds which he head
intended to use for study abroad, he endowed Tsukiji Thea-
ter which became a center of Leftist and Liberal move-
ments. This theater began to produce translation of foreign
plays including Ibsen, Strindberg, Shakespeare and others,

In 1931 the International Laborers Theatrical Alliance
was orgenized among groups in Germany, Czechoslavakia and
the United States, It later became the International Re-
volutionary Drametic Alliance with headquarters in Mosccw,
end was known by the initials of its Russian name, MORT,
This orgamfSation planned to sponsor an International Con-
gress of proletarian theater groups in Moscow in 1933,

In the meantime however, Count Hijikata had been
"detained™ in 1932 for his activities in Leftist movements.
A group of his friends in the peerage banded together to
help him out. They advised him to leave the country, and
through their efforts he was able to obtain a passport in

spite of police objection. However, conditions were im-
posed that he must take his wife and two children with him

and that he could neither go to Germany nor to the Soviet
Union,

In 1933
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In 1933 he and his famlly proceeded to
He later made his way to Germany

“oscow the day before the international Congress was cone=
vened and was sccepted as & delegate of the Japesnese He-
volutionary Cultural Federsation. fie remained in Voscow
where he became assistant producer in the Theater of the
Revolution. He continued his work in Russie until 1937
when the Russisn Government withdrew permits for foreian
technicians to rewain in the country. As @ result of this
ruling only those Japanese directly connected with the
vommunist Internetionale could renein in Yoscow. Consee-
quently, llijikete weat to Faris where l[i8 soen becsue gs-
S0Clated with s sICOUp Ol antli-lascist Cernans. ‘llén war
oro<e out, in 1939 he moved to the sfrovince of Heute-Savoie
wihere he lived quietly as & fesrner. ihe Vichy government
mede life difficult for forelgners, especlally those en-

gaéged in farming., Iie therefore declded e would hsove
return to Japan.

Marseilles,
and finally arrived in

in the meantime the Imperial Househnld hed received
informetion regarding his sttendunces at the 1933 Conzress
in Woscow end had deprived him of his titles and ordered
n1s arrest upon return to Japan.,

ia liarch 1941 he left France and in July arrived in
toKohema where he was promptiy arrested., lie reained
‘oyctame orison until Jupe 27, 194%

:

O #hen he was removed to
-endai,  He was relescsed from the Sendail prison
to General MacArthur's directive,

nrsuent

Hijikata is optimistic sbout the future
ter 1in Japan. For the first time there
plession, and writers and producers will be sble to put
thelr works before the public without fear of police sup-
pression. iowever, no thestrical rensissence will cccur
quickliy. Hijikuta believes thet et leesst e yeer's study
and preparsation will be necessary bvefore any socund, pro=-

sive Japanese drame csen produced. € therefore

8 Torwerd to & revival of the theeter in 1547, 1n the
meentime he believes it will be necesssary to train voune
tetors end to give then opportunity for experience, Le
polnts out that the theater movewent, if it i= to succeed,
mast be given complete freesdou to develop. There are now
in Jepan, directors, writers, producers snd sctors who, if
glven the proper conditions s&nd encouregenent, cen develop
6 progreesive theater which cen neske e velueble oultural
contribution in & democratic Jepan, uMr, Hijiketa hopes for
Sympethetic encoursgewent from the Allied rreadquarters but

points out that the Americens must not expect too much iae-
medietely,

- . . - .
:..).L utl 'tl' o A -
- » - . ' -
18 1reedomn of ex-

«Te HiljJiksta has prepared the following lists of wri-
tercs, eactors and producers who he says offer some hope for
the development of a new progressive theater in Javan,

Ariters

sakae JUBO

Ryulchnl Y AGI
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Ryuichi YAGI
Yutaka MAFUNE
Katsuichi WADA
Eijiro HISAITA
Tomoyoshi MURAYAMA
Seika MAYAMA
UJaku AKITA
Actors
(Those marked * are women)

A) Those who were active in the former proletarian
theatrical movement:

Koreya SENDA Kenji SUSUKIDA *Yasue YAMAMOTO
Osamu TAKIZAWA Shin DATE Sakal: 0OZAKA
Sel NAGATA Masaru MISHIMA Takeo OIKAWA
Toyoko TAKAHASHI Chikeko HOSOKAWA Izumi HARA

Eiji NAKAMURA Kappei MATSUMOTO Ranko AKAGI

Kinyo SHIN MAKIMURA Tokuemon TAKAYAMA
Eijiro OZAWA Masano HARA

B) Those not sctive in the former proletarian movement
but with experience AhkSodern plays:

*Akiko TAMURA *Chieko HIGASHIYAMA *Teruko KISHI
*Sachiko MURASE Sugisaku AOYAMA *Haruko SUGIMURA
Yo SHIOMI MORI

C) Independent Kabuki:
Chojuro KAWARAZAKI Kanemon NAKAMURA *Shizue YAMAGISHI

D) New nationalist group (reactionary)
SHIMADA

E) Independent
*Yaeko MIZUTANI >y Shotaro HANAYAGI

Rokuro KITAMURA MINOSUKE
Ennosuke ICHIKAWA

F) Comedy

Kenichi ENOMOTO Roppa FURUKAWA
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A) Formerly associated in proletarlian theatricel moveuents:
Koreya SENDA Sakaa KUBO Tomoyoshi MURAYAM
Shiro OXALURA Motol HATTA Yoshi HIJIKATA
Ryokichi SUGIMOTO Sexi SANC Takeneru 5AS,
B) Not assoclated with former proletarlian movement:

Alhachl “JLITAMURA Jugisaku AOYAMA Mentero KUBCT

'

ohingo ENLO Ton SATOMI

To Department and GHy, SCAP

840,606
o KEmmerson:enl
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Okinawa, Syukyus Isels., ’
varch 21st 1947

{

. ——

gt

ay Jy T
".8. Department of State V"”// '

Division of ¥ar rastern Affalrs '
washington, D.C. #

Tentlemen :-

Tn the enclosed printed matter, we are bringing to
your attentlion a project sponsored and undertaken

by the Okinawa Rietrict Engineer of the Corps of
Engineers for the purpose of promoting betier rel-
ations and a better understanding between the native
population of Oklnawa and the Americans stationed at

this strategically {important post.

».C/ |90V ° P68

?

The military authorities, the sivilian personnel and
the natlve Administration are co-operating to make
this a significant goodwill and morale bullder on an

1t sland-wide basls.

LY

vt occurs to us that 1t might be a good gesture for
the "ar Tastern Pivision of the State Department tO

participate in the official ceremonies Dy agsigning

a revresentative atationed in the Far wast to come
to Okinawa on May 30th and be present at thils af falr.

Yay we have a reaction to this suzcestion Dy receiving
a notification of your intentions?

gincerely,

] ,,); ) . /
]f(:"n—-' 'i/ ; \*

)
T
Josepﬁ Hef ter <

HAN Hut 34,0kinawa Eng. Dist.
APO 1050,c/o0 PM,San Franclsco
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in reply refer to
N

My cdear Mr. Hefter:

The recelpt 1s scknowledged or your letter of Harch “1,
147, together with a eopy of rogram for a native
carnivel sponeored by the Okinswa Distriot “ngineer of
tnhe Coros of Engincers to be held Muy 30 snd 31, 1947,

You suggest thot the De ertrent might assign an ofriloer
to varticivate in the ceremoniee incildentsl to thile
curnival.

LY 12-S/190¥% *v68

A copy of your letter, together with the oprogrows
you #eloeed, 1¢ deing trouamitted to the JYokohums
Braneh of the Office of the Folitlosl Advieer to the
Suprtne Comnencer for the Allled Powers, Tokyr., A
member of the staff in Yokohama vielits OKinawa 7Trom
time to time snc 1t 1= poenible thst one of hie vielte
mloznt colnclide with the ceremonies you mention,

Your thoughtfulnese in informing the Departrent
of this occasion 1e gre=tly aporeclated,

Sincerely youre,

Jgohn M. Alllison
Asting Chief
Pivision of Northeast Aclispn Affalre

Mr. Joseph Hefter,
H&N Hut 34,
Okinave Engineer District
AP0 1080, ¢/0 Poetmoster
S8an Franeiseo, California
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To the

Officer in Charge of the Yokohama Branch,

Office of the United States Political Adviser,
Yokohama, Japan.

The Aoting Seoretary of State transmits to the

Offlcer in Charge of the Yokohama Branch of the Office
of the United States Political Adviser a copy of a

letter received from Mr. Joseph Hefter dated March 21,

1947, together with a program for a native sarnival
sponsored by the Okinawa District Engineer of the

Corps of Engineers to be held May 30 and 31, 1947.

LY12-S/190% *¥68

The Department has informed Mr. Hefter that it is

tranemitting a copy of hie letten together with the
program, to the Officer in Charge of the Yokohama
Branch of the Office of the United States Politiecal
Adviser, stating that it is possible that one of the

periodic vielts of an officer from the Yokohama Branch

might coinocide with the ceremonies incidental to the
carnivsl on May 30 and 31.

Enclosure:

"Gopy of Aetter from
Mr. Hefter, March 21, 1947,
and 1ts eneclosures.
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In reply refer to
CP

My dear Mr, Carlisle:
The péceipt is acknowledged of jyour letter of Janue

ary 287;;13t1vo to your interest in undertaking the pro=-

duetion in Japan of a series of short motion picture

| 90¥ * #58

films.
The Department is giving this matter its active

attention and will seek the cooperatlion of =:uf other

Government agencies with a view toward facllitating the

project, in the event that there would be no objection

Svcl =2/4N

to vour rroducing at this time the films in question.

You may therefore expect a definitive reply to your

letter immediately a determination has been reached,

Sincerely yours,

For the Cecretary of State:

BR. Horton Henry
Adviser
Mvision of Commercial Folicy

Mr. Robert Cerlislo |
Lobert\CarliliogProductionn,
1611 Cosmo Street,
Hollywood 28, California.

CP:RHHean-ﬁTS 2=11-48




