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IPS Docy No. 3355

Q.

Lo

Exhibit Nog Zi« ‘

Ln
SXCERPT from INTERROGLTION of JLSHIMOTO, Xinzaro

17 January 1946

Under whose orders aig you act when you ahelled. the Ladybird?

This was under orders from Lt. Gen. YANAGA YA .

. :

ohoRy Ais0 fa:ﬁgﬁ einz ¥n a state of siei*s, and it appearinz that

Tk a14 P attempt to flee upstrecam, Colonel HASHIMOTO is to
vessels proQeedinr towards Nanking without rezard to

These orders read as

na : n .
th:i:ﬁ%i:}hmniibiuwa theso orders wers Wssusd two days bofore
1937, n5e I believe that was aboat the 10th of December

These orders were reccived about 0200 when I was about 5
:oﬁiﬁz :::HB::eam #rom Wuhu. davines receiver’ the orders I mtuged
PoR o ang W}I:&rel my funs. The next mornigz the river was hoavily
Wero: 11 the abiane the fog 1ifted at about 1008 I noticed four ships
ﬁhite. : imnegia? three of which were gra‘fy an? onc ship was painted
P14\ Aownatacs 8 ':}];y _ﬂtarted 8hellinz them an#i the three rray ships
burnod out o bo the Britidh e L oyor post tion and Lp

: sun=boat, rde he othe e
:ﬁ? Lf?;;‘fii 32“’:"’*‘1‘** had beon landing tioo;’s' on the shor;.th';'ﬁile
communicati : *n my oustody, ovidently they regeived a Wirecless

cation to Yhe effsct that the Ponay hnd boen hit, and the

Commandins Officer of t A
resove of the Panay, e 1ﬂ~~yb?rd Mk..ed my permisgion to co to the
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(Comment on introduction of IPS Dooument 3356 )

Prcgecution !-offers . in rebuttal IPS Document No. 3356,

which is excerpt from the interrogation of HASEIMOTO, Kingoro,

of 17 January 194€, which contradicts the testinony of Defendant

HASHIMOTC as to the ehelling of the Britigh ship "Ladybird," ap-

pearing at Transcript psge 28,79¢, wherein he stated the shelling

cf the "Ladybird" was by mistake and the testimony of defense

witness CBATA, Minoru, appearing in Transcript ai pages 28,769-70,

wherein he quoted a different order from Lt. General YANAGAWA, and

stated the shelling started before dawn.
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INTERNA TIONAL PROSECUTION SEC TION

- Doc. No. 3356 20 Jan 1948
Y ANALYSIS OF DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE
- DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Nature: Excerpt from Interrogation of HASHIMOD,
- Kingore (See also IPS Doc. No. 1875)

'_‘, .!I

g Date: 17 Jan 1946 Original (x) Copy ( ) Lamguage: English
~ Has it been translated? VYes (x) Mo ( )

_:Z'*I.DGA‘EON OF ORIGINAL

. Gourt Exhibit 2188

/SOURCE OF ORIGINAL{ (See Case File No. 33)

;~'~Pmsons IMPLICATED: HASHIMOTO, Kingoro

.. CRIMES TO WHICH DOCUMENT AFPLICABLE:; Ladybird Incident

w

{ SMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS

Part of this excerpt already appears in evidence in Transcript
bages 150678'_'9-

This excerpt contradicts testimony of HASHIMOTO appearing in

- paragraph 16 on Transeript page 28,796. 'The excerpt also contradicts
+, the testimony of Obata, Minoru, particularly that appearing en

. Transcript page 28,769-70.

| Excerpt concerns orders given by LitGen Yanagawa to "sink all

. Vessels proceeding tewards Nanking without regard to nationality",
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SEOTION

HEEQREARRUX
13 January 1948

70 Chalirman, Bgbusttal Committee
FROM: G. 5. Voolworth

SUBJEOT: _HASHINOTO, Eingoro

I recommend tht the following excerpt from the interrogation of
HASHINOTO, Kingoro of 17 January 1946 be processed:

"Q« Under whose orders did you act when you shelled the Ladybird? \
A. This was under orders from Lt. Osn. YANAGAWA., These orders read

- a8 follows!: ‘NHagking being in a state of elege, and 1% sppearing

that enemy troops will attempt %o fles upstream, Oolomel HASEINOTO

is %o sink all vessels proceeding towards Nanking without regard to \

nationality.' I believe these orders were lssued two days before
the fall of Nanking. I bDelieve that was about the 10%h of December
1937. These ordefe were received about 0200 vhen I was adbout 8§ or

W
W .
a 6 kilos dowmstresnm from Wuhu. Having received the orders I returnsd \

to Vubu aad prepared my guns. The next moraing the river was heavily
fog bound and when the fog 1ifted at about 1000 I moticed four shipe

wvere in the stresm, three of which were gray and ome ship wes painted
vhite. I immediately started shelling them and the three gray ships
fled downstream. The white ship came towgrds our position and it

turned out %o be the British gun-boat, "Ledybird." The other three were
Chinese ships which hed been landing troops on the shore. While the
Ladybind was in my custody, evidently they received a wireless com-
munication to the effect that the Pamay had been hi%, and the Commanding |
Officer of the Ladybird asked my permission %o go to the rescus of the
Pw-. - , b

Part of $his excerpt already sppears in evidence at Trenscript pages 15,678-9,
but $he balance of the answer following the quotation of the order from
Lt. General YANAGAWA was mot included in the record.

This excerpt contradicts the testimony of HASRIMOTO appearing in
persgreph 16 on Transcript page 26,796, which reads ms follows!

"16. V¥hile I was at the front, pursuant to the order of Commanding
Genaral of the Army YANAGAVWA, at Wuhu I fired at ships fleeing from
Nanking vhich were carrying retreating Chinese soldiers. Unfortuanste-
1y, on $hat occasion the British Oun Joat 'Ledy 3ird,’' wvhich was
among the Chinese ships, wes struck and an incident was oreated.

But the fact that the shooting was by mistake due to the dense fog
vhich made me Sake it for a Chinese ship was dDrought to light snd

I wvas set free from any responsibdility.”




Rebuttal Commitdee Page 2

The excerpt also contradicts She testimony of GBATA, Minoru, particularly
thtfg::.ﬂu peregraph sppearing at Transeript page 28,769-70, which reads
as fo :

“¥hen he arrived at the point about 8 miles (8 1I) west of Wuhu on
December 11, 1937, Colonel HASHNINOTO received the following order
from Commanding Gemeral YANAGAWA and thereupon returned to Wuhu
ismediately! 'Uni$ Commander HASKIMOTO shall command his regimeat
together with one field artillery battalion and one infantry
battalion and attack at the point near Wuhm o vhich are carrying
Chinese soldiers and sailing up on the Yangtee. This order came
sbout 2 a.m, Colonel HABRIMORO's order thenm to me was, 'Major
OBATA shall command his owm unit together with one artillery battalion
and occupy & position at the wharf of Wuhu and attack fleeing Chinese
fleet.' This order came adout 5 s.nm.

By erder of Colonel HASHINOZO, Lisutenant NAEANURA was to advance to

a point adout 2,000 meters downstiresm and $0 wave a handkerchief when-
ever he sav the fleeing enemy ships by telescope. Vhen I sav the handker-
chief waved by Lisutenant NAXAMURA I was to fire upon these shipe, It

wvas 8%ill bdefore dawn and not pet light: Lieutenant NAKAMURA waved the
handkerchief. I saw.throughitha'telencope aiflhet of -B-or 6 ships-all
gathered and anchored sbout 50 meters spart. I instantly Vegen firisg
upoa Shis fleet. The distance was about 4,000 meters.

Even after dawmn 1t was vary difficult to see the shipa clearly because
of deep fog on that day, vhich was very typical on the Yangtee. I
could only discern ships loaded with Chines. solaiei>.”

G. S5, WOOLVORTE




