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Baror Hiranuma's statements regerding the militery sllisnce
with Germeny f£ill in the political backprrovnd between August 1950 (when
the alliarce was turned down) snd September 1940 (when it wes concluded).

anization

He justifirs the Kokuhenshe on moral grounds as en or
g of Japanese

shich strove to establish right instead of might &s the bLes
pOliCF-

» MG

i e views on the Cabinet Planning Board's pregram el fconomic

control (November - December 1940) are typical. He tries to deny that
the Army-Nevy were defeated on this issue, but gets involved in contra=
dictions (that the Armmy-havy supported a "Communistic" plan; that this
‘Moommunistic" nrlan was later adopted in prectic»), His prcblem here is
that opronents of & "nationel socialist" plan label~d i® "Communistic"
to defeat it. Like Hoshino, he denies thet leter LAprdl 1941) arr=sts
in the Cabinet Plarning Board could be traced to the previous fight ever
"Communistic" control plans. Ine circumstentiel cvidence indicetes &
rather cldse connrction,

'He mentions the possibility of & sccret pect on ¢rtuils of
miliﬁafy operations concluded bv Japanese snd German milltary men.

qis views on the cnd of the war are thoroughly orthodox, in
keeping with those¢ of Kido, Kenoyc, cte,
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‘Barcen Jirannuma Kitchiro

ptember 28, 1865 ("ho'a "ho of Jspan 1940-41)

ptember 28, 1867 ( Japan-Manchukuo Year loock 1939 and
‘rtlclu from OSAKA MAINICHI 5/31/36) Okavema-ken;

2nd son of HIBEAKNLYA Shin.

e O’] CF)

Graduate of Tokvo Imﬁﬂr1a1 [nlver51ty’ Lgme, & o o ¢ 8§
tntered Justice Mlnlstry upon graduatlon,

Judge of Tokvo Locel Court.
Judge and Iepertment Director of Jubvo Cour+ of Appeals.
Cqur01llo“ of Juqtlce mlnletrv‘

Pirector of Civil and Criminal Affeirs Burcau of Justice
Minigbrv,t’ DB e S Wt ; b % ke d .

Received doctorste degree, -

Vice Minister of Justice in 2nd SATONJI Cebindt sc rving
under'Jusﬁice'ﬁiﬂlstgr MATSUT L,

L] " ' [ ]

appointed Procurstor Cencrel; Vica-President, Privy Council.

Referr~d To £s Hﬂed o“ TOP“O University,

"o this prr;oa taron HTULT A, heed of Tckvo University
lent his suprort to the sdciety KO T¥T DISTVyi, foundrd
by Prof: ssor “FSUCI the purpose of which wmz td combat
Lelt tendencics emong students. Two leeders mede thom-
sc=lves nrom*'mnt”in'th« Kokuku Lesikai. OUL. (JTL, Kozo
inister of Tducstion SUZUET Coibinct arpointed £'7/45
end TLRLELLCAI. Topether with thrml;iThiﬁ??u began
forming & group to carry its rcections vy netionslist
prope ftnds LAvond the University, his grnoup formed the
besis of the Xokukonsve (or Ilﬂa,nalfﬁl T |

"1\
L
s |
't

(Militerism end Feicism in Jupen < Ychen end Tanin, 1934).

Cheirmarr of iirlipious cvsten Investiration Committee.

iember of Shrine Investigetion Committe e
Cheirman, Rels g“ﬁb Ev-trm Iﬂv stirction Comituens

~ppointed Chicf Justier of Supreme Court.

L1n4strr of Justice in 2nd Y..0/3010 Cebin-t.

"'F? K NUHM one of the founders of Koluhonshe s «e...oThe

Fo Pa“gﬂsha cirnims to promote & comnromise betwesn cepitsal
and 1&DOP, &S one of the nCens of strengthening the
founcetions of' the state. Fut in preetice the sgel ty
nes subordinsted democretic princeinlss to blind laudstion
of the Impariel Throne. There is & mycterious -lement in
the sceicty svpnli-d bv its intirete conni cticn with the
nrmy end ievy. “hile Baron FTRANTML maey ¢ but & pupp-t
rroomed for the figur=-head ol ¢ frscist dictstorship,
the figures of Genrrel LwiKT end Ldmirel X.TO, Kenjl lurk
in the beekground. Undouttzdly. Frron 7 R.NUM. ﬁks the
supnort of mil%*arv tnd burzeucretic interests

tricd to thrust him into the premirrship.”

Nomire t=d to ilouse off Frersg,

Lppointcd to Privy Council.
Lecturer ot Tokve Tmprrizl Universitv.
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hiro (Cont'd)

I.ppointed Vice=FPresident of Privy Council.,

Cretc ted Etwron. -
Flect~d President of Privy Council,

Pr~sident of EKokuhonshea; recs 1gned when he beceme Preosident of
Privy Ustneil .

"Basic membe ship of Kokuhonshe :Sociesty consisted of importent
mong rehistic ofcieinls = pringiprlly belonging to Binistry of
Justice = grouped around HIR:KEUML, "By 1924 were sroupsd not
only representoetives of the militery cnd of iclel buresucrecy
but.clso SUZUKI Kiscburo (President of Seiyukei Porty - party
beek by interests) end IKFLY Seihin (roted as one of the

"Eig IThree' of Jepen's rinenciers tnd logditig direcior of

hiped HITOLT PIMn) shsasansponsuibes L006~26 the lesdershin

wes derinitely 1n the hengs 9F the monarehist bureelercoys
Trensler of Jlesdership of reeclion:e ry orgrnizetions from
SUZUKTI cnd othsr letders of Seiyukei to HTR/NUML merits

{

close cttention, for it is significent of movement of the
militegry = bureoucretic wing ¢t the expens~ of the.bourgeois
wing. The section HIRLNUMA representcd endescvored -to
cdvenece him o leecding positions in the institutions

crostod by the Jepincse gonstitution fer the purpos © of
01rc.mscr1binF th= influcnee of periicwent,; which migan.
tegome dangsrous to the moncrchist burescuerccy wilh. . the;:.u
introduction of un‘versal suffregr snd the growing influence
of the bourgcoistis within ths perlitment."

" . B T ' ‘ g p . r ) i ,
i chelmnen of “the “ous: of “~eps g 1924 end Yipe-

Pr*qiﬂfnﬁ of the Frivy Couseil in 1926, under his guidence
theaso stitutions rastreined even the insignificent sttempts
OI J('h"‘ ?";ki" end LriIlel b cehincts ©o 1ntrocice roforas.

Finrlly, in cortaction with the conflietd erising Letween
the Privy Council ghd the “LR2LISLFT Cehinct over Lhe

s

guestion of grenting &ia to the berkrupt Benk of Teiwen,
Al Rl gacured the fall of the "[FLiTFUET Cepanet ond the
EgssumpElon of the premis ship by Gthe lseder of the most

roc ctl.onoery wing of the Jepesnese bourgeoisie, Cenercl T/ N/Kh.

"Period thet mede Western libersls believe thet constitutionel
govrriment hed come to stty in Jepene YeD o e oven thess elght
yot rs were nothing of which ptrty cchinets could boost.™

Lpril log¥=1d2d = Fromier Genorel TEELE: 5 cvowed militarist
end cdvoctte of ¢ “"8trong Chinr poliey."

dJuly 1028 = fnril 14, 1981, FPrrmicr iMuCUCHI. &Shot in
Jel tnd diat 1h Tollowing yetr.

tpral 14y 188l = Loecembrr li, 1581, Premier L ELTRUK]L
overtarown two months efter cgutbr-ek of Lo hl’* rien Ineidents

Loermber 18, 1931 =~ Mey 1B, 19é2 Promier THUKLT essus=-
sipeted Mey 25, 19382 by younp Lymy of'Tier vrs,
dae HIWJTY. pss d over pg Vige=Prosidont of Frivy
Counoll 1B sppointmeEnt of ceron TVEI Kitokurc on nominebion
ber Prince Si7I8JI. "Commonly seid thet Genro (Frinee
SATONJT) distnnroved of RIR.NTIL'S closce conncction with

T ™ \T'!"""'

ths rroeblone py Z0RU THERL (Netionslistic Soelrty) sves s

AR ¥
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Be ron HIRLNUM/ Kitchiro (Cont'd)

Jen.. 1939
Lpg 1539

" militery sllience with Germeny.

Dec I94O | -
July 1941

July 1941
Aug 1941-
19472

1943-45

hug (7) 12486

N.E.

""hehever politiciens do win control, the aristocrats
opercting from ventage point of the House of Peecrs; the
burecucrets from the privy Council; and the millterists
from the Supreme “cr Council, Generel Staff, end "er and
Nevy Ministries can often secparctely, end clweays
collectively overthrow the Ccbinct ebruptly, should it
pursuc policies thet meet with their discpprovel."

Premier; succe~ded KONOYFE when it beceme clear that

KONCYRE could not liquidate the Chins Were Opposed

Home Hiniéter'inr2nd KSNOYE'Cabinét.
 £ppointed'Ministér without Portfolio in 3rd KONOYE Ccbinect.

Wounded by t¢n ssstssin. .

Went on officisl visit to Nenking.

Referrcd to e¢s "Flder Stetesmen" rttending meoctings tnd

bendquntse His henchmen c1so in Koiso £nd Suzuki Ccbinets -
c¢. wing slightly cptrt (but working with) thc dominent
Konoye=Kido frction of Elder Steatesmen.

President, Privy Council.

Lest two Cebincts of the wer (KDISO,,SEZUKI) end First
two of the pe&ce (HIG: SAI=-KUNT, SHILEILRL) &« crection of
KOXOY==-KIDO, HIR/NUiL, and (to lesser extent) OKLLI,
SUZUKT, LK.TSUKI, the lecding "Flder Stctesmen” of this
(immediete postwer) pericd. '

Hirenume's recctionery extremism toned down to ceutious

conscrve tism by 1939, when he oproscd militery ellicnce with
Germeny. |
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INTFRROG/ TION

A In the period before the Pecific ™ar, in laron ‘Hirsnume's Cebinet

of 1989, it wess reported thot many Ministers in that Cabinet
opposed the conclusion of « militery allience with Germeny. We
would eppreciate it very much if Beron Hiranume would comment -on
the t development in this Cabinet. ‘ | | ~
A The negotictions for closer ecllience with Germeny hed begun some-
time prior to my Cabinet end I only lecerned of them és.I got into
the work of the Cabinzt. Most of these negotictions were initiated
sgnd carried on by the Lrmy itself. “hile some of thié}was'done
through the Forecign Office, meny contects were made with the
Germen Foreign Office through the militery ettcche and clso bv
"Generel Jshime., I know very little of those developments, as I
's&.1d before, until it beceme port of my officicl duties to lecrn .
whet wes going on.
, “het wes the issuve, or the. difficulty, as it develorcd within the
Cebinet during the summer. of 19397
i The pcremount issue in thg Cebinet et thet time wes & study of en
overnll peet with Gnrﬁany; negotictions for which had elrecdy been
institut@d b the milivery on their own. i you will r-enll, if
you retd the pepers at that time, a greet meny sessions were held
on this issuc = I don't remcmber cxectly how many, but it wes 60
o
or 70 meetings on this perticuler problem. There were & great meny
opinions on the.mattcr = some w~re breinst 1t some for it; but
s you also know, the militery ¢t that time wrre very strong aond
they hed a greet deel of influence over the civiliens as well, end
They could not be stopped just by a word,
Qs "het were the arguments which were prescnted in fevor of the
allisnce? |
Lss _The biggest argument fevoring such en elliesnce was thet it would
gucrantee Jepen's position and her 5ﬁcurity to be allied with ¢
nowerful Furopcen netien,

V. Tas thet crgument presented by tha

cdvocetes of thet policy were there?
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INTERROG. TION NO. !89 (Cont't)

A

H oo

Qe

A

The chief proponents were the militery, i.e., the Lirmy - the

&vy wts not too strong for it.

"het Army men were they?

I don't remember the ncmes of the particuler individuals, but it
wes the leedcrs in genersol.

Does thet meen the Minister of "ar and Chief of the Ceneral Steff?
Yes, thet is right. I don't know exectly who were all the
individuels involved in 1t, but they were representcd in these

ﬁ;

crguments by the Minister of ™ar. end the Chief of Steff.

Did eny civilians fevor the allience with Germeny?

Lgein, I repcat = I don't recmember the.exect individuals, but I
do know it is whet we ccll the Rightist elements which fevored it.
Vere they in the Cebinet?

No, they were not in.the Cabinct. . 1

(At this point, Mr. Tckeshige.Ishiguro, Chief Secrct: ry of the Privy
Council, added the following comments).

I should point out that when His Excellency seys he does not remember,
he should sty he cdoes not know, -Evien the "er Minister, himself, was not
a man of greet suthority, but e mouthpiece for the clements in suthority.

.[L ®

19

(Continued by Teron Hirenume) - If I give vou & frenk opinion of

this thing, the lecd~ors thems-lves were influenced by the lower

clements, i.c., the lower ranks in the Gumbu.

"hy wes it, €t this period, that the crpuments of the militerists

did not preveil end they did not sign 2 military allience?

The argumonts cgeinst the allicnes with Cermany end Italy which

were put forth ot thet time were first = Thet to conclude such an

~alliance would bring cbout unrrst in the whole world end leed to

serious disorder. The other wes, thot such & move would bring into

epan, Fescism e¢nd Nezism, i.e. the toteliterien system. If I may
speek frankly, there were very strong edvoce tes fof such things ¢t
thet time, but we felt thet these elﬁmengs or systems would not be
conductive to good for J:¢pan, end I opposed them end even talked

R

ceeinst them in the Diet.
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INTERROG/.TION NJ"&BO {Con't)

Qe

Lo

i, @

fia

he

¢

"hy does he think the militcry was not strong enough to force the

pact then’

Even though we c¢dmit that the military is ell=powerful, it.does

ot nocessafiij.folloW'th&t the Cabiﬁet he.d to follow them blindly.
They did not rule the Ccbinet et thet time,

Oﬁo yeaf 1ater,lin Scptember 1940, this militery :1liance Wa S
conclueded with Germenys "hat chinges had teken plece to meke 1t
pogsiﬁle to conclude the clliance ayéar latgr?

Aé you know, my Cabinet resigned end was followed by the Abe end
Yonai Ccbinets, and then under thec Konoyea Cebinet, when ¥ taucke
became Foreign Minister, the egreement wes mede. Lt thet time elso,
Stehmer ceme to errnlas e¢. Speeiel Represcntetive from Germony and
while I do not know &lllthﬂ deteils of the situation which prevailed

et that time, 1 do know thet thesc developments led to conclusion

" of the pe.cte.

LB

"£s it clso felt by the Lrmy that Germeny hed showed herscelf to be

very strong in the first yeer of wer in Europe?

I cannot stete positively but 1 would think thet thet might have
hed some influence. However, it is more likely in my opinion

that the arguments of the military, which I steted before, finally
prevﬁiled end cerried the thing to the dccision.

In thet final period in Scptember lQ&b,'Who were the 0pponeﬁts of
the isrmy then - in conclgding this esllicnce?

T don'f know what went on in the Cebinst ¢t thet time, but it

is my own opinioﬁ that ¥t ¢re were no opponents, The Konoye Cabinet
seemed to be pretty well united on the question.

"ould he think:that includecd the Prime Minister end Foreign
Minister too?

To spcak frankly on the matter, I don't think the Foreign Minister
or Premier could stand in the wey of it very much.

“het it really m-ans is not that they were forced into it sgoinst
their will, but thet they, themselves, were in fevor of it et thrt

tine?
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INTRRROG, TION NO. 489 (Cont'd)

Lis Of course, I cannot tell what went on in their minds, but on the

surface at least, they did not put up eny opposition.

£

o Jutside the Cabinct, were there.any powsrful forces that were

fighting ageinst the alliences?

L There were a number of us who were opposed to it, but et thet time

.‘nOOpen'oﬁﬁositibn was voiced, -

Q. TO-What'exfeht do'you think,the_Japénese plenning - programming - .
of wer preparttions in‘ the veer thet followed, wes coordinated with
Germen prepgr&tions?'

Iie . I‘coﬁld not pht hy finger on any specific exrmpie bf'it, but ‘it ...
woul d éeem.to'me thet' there wes more or less sdch coopcretion es
you suggeét.

Q.‘_ ‘ould Brren 23 ranume ventuno to indiccte whcthér fhé Pect thet
Gefmcny sonmcdwto“befstrangtznd'winning the WE T in Burope, wes en
importent factor in the decision to attack Perri Hafbor - Or how
significaﬁt wes thet in the decision for war‘wifh'the .80

L, The Ettitude:of'théimilitsry Lchers_onlthis mettor is something

beyond my knowlcdge, but I would venture my own opinion. First of

2ll, Jopen wes not bound . by.the terms of her pect with Germeny. to

‘ a

enter the war, In the s=cond plecce, ~ven though Juptn wes cllicd
with CGermcny, Germany could not give much help to Japen in the
Pacific because of the fact she had no aprrecisbla Nevy, so Japen

could not look tc her for eny help clong thet line,

L]
|

o "as it felt thot o gract pert of the U.é. strenéth would be diverted
tolthé Furopcen strugglc? -

f.e The iLrmmy probebly had such ideas, but I don't think they wore
shared to ¢ great axtent by the Nevya

'« Beron Hirenume hos spoken here many times of the strength end
politicel importbnco of the Lrmy in effeccting these decisions -
WE Y ﬁté'thé'irny so strong = how did it cchieve such &« position of
poiitical strength?

L. This militfry power, of‘whiqh'wo heve been telking, is not some-
ting thet developed overnight. To find ité true significence,
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INTFRROG.. TION NO'. 489 (Cont'd)

end power, wc heve to go beck to Jdpan‘s middle c.ges. The policy of
the Impericl House has eslways been one of pecce; that the:country
should be ruled not by might buy by right. However, there were
certein elements in those early times.which developed power through

- @
their retrinérs = the large number

of trOOps which they had. This
dévelopedlinto the feﬁdai system ﬁnd‘mms thé beginning of Jepen's
militeristé; 'This'pdwer we s dominent,'as you know, until the time
of the Meiji Restoretion, end while during thet period the power of

the military scemed to have decrecsed, we cennot say there wes any

period in Jepan's history when the militery were out, for while they

L]

did come to th~ surfrce ot timess, they elways existed a&s & potential

force. Thééc ore simply‘my éwn fronk dpinions.

Meny people wvould say thet such orgenizetions £s the Kokuhonshe

helped the militaristslto'éétzblish their strength in recent yeers,
Thet would Boron'ﬂifanumﬂ commént on thct?

Whiié 1t may ﬂppé&f on the surfuce thet the Kokuhonshe did strengthen
the snd of the military; baSically fhis society wes never esteblished
tor aﬁy such purpose. It was-the ﬁhdught of this organizﬁtion thet
the country should not be ruled by might, whether it be military might

of the might of any strong factions, or even by weelth. It was the

principle of this orgenizetion to esteblish the Tmperor =s the strong

clement in the politicsl government of the country. The whole

principio edvottted waé ﬂnéiof ruie'dn « morel rathﬁrlthah e militery
baéis. LT the Gime this Sﬁcié'ﬁy ".;UC.S OI;gE'.ﬁiZF'd, it wes frlt theat
tﬁcre'were cleﬁ%nts which thrﬁfteﬁfd the Imperial House.

On th&ﬁ point, 1t is off@n very difficult.£o be caftain excctly what
sim onc may'be following when one is attempting to deel with the
Imperiel position. For instence, I recali such & thing as thoe Shows
Restoration movement (in the 'thirtics, Fd) which also involved
making the Emperor supreme. Beron Hiranume does not meen thet’ the

eim of this group was for & Shows Restorction?

The brsis of our orgenizction wes one of rule by right rother then by

might - a principle which we emphesized - tnd we were in feoct greatly

489 =9~




@

INTERROGLTION NO g

(O

(Cont'd)
opposed by the feoction which ceiled for o Shows Restoration.
D e "ere there not many militery end nevel lecders in the Kokuhonshe?
L Yes, there werc,
Qe ind, whoet was his opinion of theso militﬁfynsﬁd nevel lecders?
Lo These men caﬁe in with m; epprovel end whiic I‘dbn'ﬁ kﬁbw1wh:t
' thiey may heve sild is other plides = sbill T luow thet there they

fully supported the principles of the Kokuhoushs.

""'Q. Tere Generecls LR/IKI, Sndco &nd Mezeki, Jinzeburo members of the

[ o R

i "

tKSkuhgnéhéfﬂ_

Lﬂ;;-WY%é,Lthéylﬁﬁ}el%émﬁérs;:;(ﬁf‘£h; étart of tﬁé sedona'éeési&n, Be.ron
':Ha}gﬁﬁmh+fétféé%eafthié éﬁSWPr;%fEa;j.

Q. ;Buld'ﬁe regtrd‘fﬁ?if"fctivitiés ﬁé fuilysupp5rfing£hn ectivities

Of thélKakUhdnsha os he outlined 17

O .

A. Yes, when thcy entered the society, of course they supported it.
Qe I would like to £sk Beron Hironuma in whet he said about the power
of the militerists aend thc necessity to meintain e governmont by

moral principles rether than force - doos he feel thot a government

-

centered on the Eﬁpéfér'— whet you aid ygu would cﬁll o Kode or an
impericl rule = thét tﬁe realizatiaﬁ'gf that.wﬁspéséible wifh the
miliférists'exercisiﬁg canéidcfabié strength‘as they did?

A. Of cdufse,:it wou15Inotﬁbe'possibie Without & change 17 tﬁe militery,
P épir{tuéiﬁchange ih'tﬁe milit&ry. There heve beeh fimes in Jspean
When'lvédéféksuch'a§ Gen5fa1 ﬁﬁéi end Generel Tcéo&nd General
fﬁurégisﬁppbrtéd fuliy'such'pfinciples és-wére:heid by‘the Kokuhon-
Sha:-'Héwévef; Inﬁugt‘admit éhat the.militéfy leaderé; while they may
haveﬁagfééd'in'priﬂciplé ﬁitﬂ the fundementel conéepfion:of Kokuhon=-
she, were inflﬁencad'by thélﬁoung'officefé ﬁho ciamoféd for exercise

-

of power, not only in diplomatic circles but also internal effeirs

as welle
Q. Does the Baron know whether the German Alliance was first proposed
by the Germons or by the Japanese military?

Ao The formsl proposal was mede by Germany. Of course, I don't know

whet hed gone on before thet,.
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Q. - And, whet wrre the adventeges which the Germens propcsed to Jepen -

INTERROGI.TI.NO* 489 (Cont'd)

whet were the selling points,,es far as Jepen wes concerncd?

Ao I don't know thet we could point out sny specific sdventages which
were edvoceteds, Perheps those which were stressed:'were in the
spiritucl rether then in eny concrete proposals. It wos urged
thet en allience betwesn Germeny end Japan would give Japan an
adventege in any negotictions with other powerful countries.

Q. Does thet imply thet Germany wes to support some Jepencse position
“which: we's 'specifically stated?

L It was &lso felt thet if Jepan were to £lign herself with the Nezi
and Fesclist principles, she would pt rticiposte in world lesdership.,

Q. = Then, it was expected this was part of a general scheme whersby

.. Germeny, Itely end Japen would beacome the dominent powers of the
‘gntire wopld? . .

fie Yes, I felt thet wuy.

Qe . 48 Thet the-argum@nt thet the Army cdvenced es a recson fqr enter-
ing into -the allisnce?

. A Yes, they used thet as an argument.

Qe The Jepenese Army sccepted that ¢s e possibility?

ol 1l imngine-thet is right. I would like to sugpgest thet rether then
dominete the world, the gozl wrs to lead the world.,

a8 In the Lirmy's view, was the ellisnce directed towcrd strengthening
reloetions with any perticuler pountry or ceountries? Tes it directed

regalnst. kussies; Pritain end the U.8,, or wes it just & gcporal
proposition of strengthening tﬂéir hand: Throughout the world? In
the discussions, where the Lrmy wes proposing thet the glliance be .
. conclucded, wes it argued thet this allience would help them
" specifiicelly in getting what they w#ented from Britain, U.S. and
Hollend on the one hand, as ggainst Russis on the other?

ire . 48 far vs I know, they mgde no decleretion on this metter, but it
is quite likely they did heve something like this in their minds,

Q. “¢s therc anything in the neture of o secret pect, possibly between
the Germen militery end Japenese military, suoh es a divisicon of the

LCutch Fast Indies?
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.,89 (Cont'd)

I know of no such secret allisnce, nor do I know of any cancrete

propostls in the sllinnce.

L

'Tid those who opposed the ellience suggest thet it would not he-.

eble to produce this condition of world lesdership which the Zrmy

proposed? - :
Yes, mény of us opposed it on the principle thet, the world cannot
be ruled correctly by might but only by moral principles. : 1T =5

pointed out that the prinéiplesiheia By Géfmﬁny’dnd'Italy were beased , -
upon the demination of superior powers rether 'then 'a gencrel allisnce

&
of our powere in morel coopera%idn.'

"he £ chout the other side of it « were there auestisns reised on

the ground thet it was not proctical enywby, beceuse Germeny:cnd
Jepen did nct heve the strength to sttain this leéudership?
I don't know whother they were or not., The principle is wrong -

[2os thet meen it was neover suggested thet o possible denger of this
e¢1lience would be getting into & wer which Jepen-could not win?

Yes, mony of us felt there wes o prospective ‘denger clong thet line.

/nd presentecd these views to the Army?

T™his wes not done cpenly but I em sure it wes done on the 'side

grect deel.

"here ore the minutes of those 80 or 70 Cébinet sessicns held durinpg

the summér éf 1939 kéﬁf?”

Thérﬁ £re nod such rrcgrds thet I know ~f. “hile some notes may heve
beren taken by individuzls; tﬂer5 ﬁrrﬁ‘nd’af?iciai'minutﬁs. L mighs
explain thet those meny meetings or conferences thet I mentioned
were not forael effeirs - sometimes it only invelved the Premier,
Nevy end Army Ministers end just a few people like thet sc no

formel minutes were teaken.

"ere the meetings on occasion, formel? I . '

Yes, there were probebly two or three such meotihgs.

/nd there'are no minutes of those meetings?
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e No records were maede. I have tttended & number of Cabinet meetings

TNTERROG/ TION N ..489 (Con'+t)

end no minutes were teken. (This by the Chief Secretary)

Qe "ere there reports or documents prcsented by the different partici-
pents in the meotings?

Le  Yes, there probsbly were documents brought in but as far &s I remember,
they were not mede formel. They simply were the brsis of verbel
presentetions.,

Qe "nere are those documents? Did they go buck to the vericus Ministries?

dre les, thet is corract,

(Bcron Hirenume here scid thet he wes mistoeken in his previcus stotement .
thet Cenerals Araki snd Mazeki hed been members of the Kokuhonshs) .

Q. "e discussed in considcreble detail the struggle ovér'themilitary “
allience with Germeny in Beron Hirenume 's Cebinet. “h@n yaou gntered
the Kinoye Cebinot in December 1940, e militery elleince with |
Gefmﬁﬁyhad elrecedy been conéluded.. "ould thm‘BQran commét on any
chenge in the stmosphere s a result of the Cﬁnclﬁsiﬂn of thet
military ailaince - aﬁy new stﬂpping-ﬁp of-any m&lit&ry Or economic
developments during that period? |
fis  AS f told-yau the éﬁhé£ aaﬁ, I don't kﬁow 5¥greatdealabﬁuttﬁilitrry

affairs end snything I sev would Ee éuré.guess_on my pﬂrt.. No deubt

there was sﬁme infiuencé on Japén's-military oﬁerations.and pians £.S

s result of bonciuding thé illisnces. T Wﬁnder too if therz wésn‘t

&l milifary t.greement with Gérmany £t the ssﬁe time? Since G@’,any

W s princiﬁ&ily concerned ﬁith ﬁhé situcti'n in Eurgée,tthé Je penese

Lrmy could nﬁﬁ give hér much &ssistanéo, dn the cther hend, if

Jepen were tﬁ £0 £0 waf, her fighting would bé meinly in the Pwcific,

where Germsny would be unable t5 give much help. S», on ﬁhe whol e,

i don'k thiqk there wes cny great chenge in the generel milltery

situetion s n result of the ellience but, of course, it did help

fegter the prﬁpér&ti@h Tor wer. Naw,lrééarding theleffoct on the

economic situestion, again I héﬁe to sa& the t i den't know very much

tgout thet field end cannot p2int 2ut eny specific influences ol-

though there undoubtedly were some.
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INTTRROGLTION ND ..19 (Cont'd)

£

N In the ref-rence to ¢ military agregmegt.- ? would like to under-
stand more ¢1ear1y whet thet meenss Thenariginél Téét o P Séptﬁmb@r
1940 wes ¢ militery allience. Ves this something edditionel %0 it?

A. Thile it is true thrt th@-allianceTWlemilitary 10 neturs, the
'Hagréement thet 1 spnak_ofjcﬁncerned_details ; £ more detﬁiléd end

specific cgreement touching on militery affcirs.

Q;xt Thet w>tld be betweén the Germen militery men end Japanese'military

men secretly?

g4

J.L.

\

Yes, thetis vhet T think.,

.. That would be the best ssurcc t3 find cut the terms of- such en

‘.D

]
LY

.egreement if it %as‘mﬁde? ‘"hére?édula'YJu'gcfth get details on
. such £ s*c?etIggreGmeﬁt?
-, dbe, TI yﬁg1d g}# kgﬁw; Thaé'wuulé bﬁ sﬁmﬁtﬁiﬂg‘ﬁnﬁwn only t2> the ormy
ond nevy cuthoritios, P AR nl s,
Q. . ell, wruld it - am:ng ﬁhe GéncralHStéfpre;plo in cherge of
stretegic plinning ;t"ﬁhafltime?'”
ALY | Yesm_in ?he Cenerel Staff;af'in fhe”High CUmm5nd somewhere.,
Ve .Nﬁwg tgrping to the fi&id Gf ééﬁnﬁﬁib prepare tions during thet
.period = therp is a.great éé&i of evidcence to show thet during this

ol e
_,peripd. if‘e., fram cbout November 1940 until the spring of 1941,
there wos & e ther signifiéant Struggle'going on over-whut kind of
T,conﬁr?lﬁsh;uld_be &péliéd‘ts Jepenese industry.” To .whet extent did
'~th¢ beron observe fhis Sfrﬁgéleishé'tht did he sce were the issues
iﬂVﬁlVﬁd? |
by _I WE. S notrin the dapfrfmﬂﬁt £t thet time end cennot: give any concrete
3vidence °n thé qucstiun, but ffﬁm:my.fwn observetions 1 know thet
_there was & greeat dealléflbittér-appJSition to the devel.opment of
th=se cantrﬂl;;‘ HJWEVFF,.SUéh éanﬁfjls did become stronger and
stronger, fnd meny ;f tﬂém'ﬁént'to:éxt?Emes il thelr control.
e _Wculd he sey thrt the m;sf intense phese of this struggle cccurred

when the Ccbinet Flenmning Enard proposed its meesures for control

of industry in the fell of 19407

489 «]4-




‘ " ¢
INTFRROGLTION ND .QQ (Cont'd)
F Yes, the struggle was intense et thet time. There wes ¢ nsiderebly
. diffmréncé of apiniﬁn bﬁfween fhekvﬁrigué-ﬂinistcfs, but the plen
s prafoéeﬁkby tho!Piénning Board finflly cerried after some
‘reVisiané.

Qe 'he'weré theZMinisters.ﬁhct‘fsféed %hé fe#iéian?

£ bi ﬁ%s ngt.in the Cabihet bf thft.tiﬂﬁ‘ﬁﬁdﬁfﬁin must.éﬁhféss 1
dén‘t kpiw-alithe éetﬁiis but'I'recflltthtt K3Bayszi, Minister of
C;mmefbé*ﬁnd Inﬁﬁsfry, end pﬁrhéps'ﬁtﬁéré, ¢elled for those revisicns.

9. The "er end Nevy Ministers mede £ j>int statem-nt,” supporting the
' Pifnniﬁg'Bcardaéuﬁfhgftﬁ;” ’hy wes it thw'“éy ¢ nd Nﬁvy Ministers
were ﬁnt stfﬁn;'&ﬁfﬁgﬂ £ hrve théir plen ceryried thr&ugh?

A. In ﬁyﬁwn ?piniﬁn,:the Army end Nﬂvy'weré géﬁefﬁily in faver of the
arginien plen gnd since the revised plmh wes not tho far off from

' :
the origlinel; Tthey perhaps wers agreed Lo {51 o

Qe I don't quite soe+th;t,wb@causé'thﬁ struprele ﬁFS.VGPF.bittGT end

the revisions véry ffﬁff; fhyshﬂﬁld thc.ery-and Nﬁvy; with their
' ‘ crect power, ha?é vis ahcept chenges in whet they wzﬁtcd?

fre it te e 1o%4le ﬁard for me to speag on some of thése prints but in
regerd to this rcvised plen, the Lrmy cnd Efﬁy did egree 1o it
ceventuelly but when the thing wes csrriedlaut, f@gﬂfdléss sf the
Spe.cifiéati,ns 5f the revised plan, the originel plen wes really
the cone put into.éffect, so while the revisnd plfn‘ﬁppeared on the
surface tﬁ@;rigiﬂzlplfn was the ohe fétusliy gorried ouy =~ Or

! very no?f t¥'thﬂ sriginal plin,

Do Irthihk thﬁlrriginzl plen enlled for strajght gﬁvnrnmrnf epprintment
te the Contral Las“ciéﬁi ns of thé officirls, but that the revisiosn
cnaﬁied the Businéas leaders t5 control such app>intments in the '
final ccntralléssjciatiﬁn law which wes edorted in fiugust or
Sépteﬁber, 1941. FEven admitting thet, whet intercsts me is, thet
on this rmviéi;n‘issue which was & stiff fight, we heve an instance
in which thé.ﬂnmy and Nevy were not powerful on’uih to heve thelr
weye. ZThey did not-get exactly whét they wented., "hat would you
cive &5 the rensons for this®
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INTFRROG/TION NO. 489 (Cont'd)
Ly I was not in the Cabinet ;s I mentioned & moment cgo, but I did
hear some <f these Ministers talking ¢bout the proposition. I
think the Army cnd Nevy were generelly egreed with the plan but they

could not oppose it on the surfece. However, in those deys, there

were meny instances where the Plenning boerd's plens were not
cctually put into. sperctions = The tendency wes for the lower offi-
cicls tQ_usp.thoir'@wn discretisn Et'times'and even in this
instance, the >riginel plen wes the -ne thet wes virtually put into
ﬁp@r&tiqn. Lfter all, 1T understand y:ur pﬂintICﬁfrectiy, there
- wes Jgp;siti:n on the nert of ﬁhefmilitsfy,-but by th§ tiﬁﬂ the
plen wes fingldy revised, it 'is' my inﬁiﬂﬁ that'thg military wes
ST,
ngncr&llyfin ¢ gre-ment with the new' plen s% thet their 2pp-osition
had somewhat been teken cere 5
Qf hy wes it thet the business 1eaders“in'£nreditariel in the
"O;iqnt&thC?nﬁmist“.maintained thet the':riginal blCn WES €

_ - ﬁCrmmunistiq plan.and~wau1d'sépar&te”bapitaigfrqm mﬁnsgément; but
.the finfl plfn.was;@nﬁ'which they, the bﬁsinéss 1e§d§fé, were gulte
willing t?_accwpt?

g.“ &nd;.whatjwwuld they imply?

Q( I think the implicetion here is .that ‘n &n issue in.which the Army
cend Nevy Ministers issued e stetement sunpﬁrting the Ceabinet Eoesrd's
ocrigincl plan, they finally cccepted thoese PéViéiﬁnS'WhiCh w;ro
very besic -Itlﬁ rcvisions the busincss lecders wented. -T? my mind,
here 1s tn ;ésue.iniwhich the frmy end Newy 1ﬁed€rsldid'nﬁt heve
their way in e very important metter,

e The mcjority of the business world-end meny other s;urcés es well
opposad the originel plan on the besis of its Caﬁﬁunisgic nature and

o _' _ b g
1, myself, believed thet such @& proposcl, besed as 1t wes °n

Communistic principles,: would n3t stend up ¢prainst the strong

argun~nts put up by the MinisterS"whb'oppssﬁdjthe plen.

Qe "hy did the fLrmy end Nevy Ministers sﬁppjrt o Communistic plon?
469 =16-




INTFRROG..TION NO !89 (Cont'd)

L. The lecders in the Lrmy oand Nevy hed never been in fevor of
Communistic principles e£nd i£ certeinly wesn't in thelr minds to
produce & proposal which was Communistic in neture. This praposal,

jtsclf, wes drewn up ond prepercd by lesser officials 1n the "ar and

o

Nevy Departments (zctually pressnted by the Plenning Béard, howevers®
Ed.) ond wes simply presented by the lecders. Then the opposition
developed on the part cf the other Ministers, there wWas nothing for
them to do but to sccede to it.

A /. few months later, in &pril 1941, when Eeron Hironumu hed become
H-me Minister, Mr. Hoshin2>, who was Chief of the Plenning Boerd
thet hed sponsored this plen, withdrew from his post end there
werc a number of errests mede in the Cebinet Plenning Borrde. Pre-
sumebly, Beron diranune srdered these trrests - whet wes the reason
for thrse crrests end hir. Hoshino's resignatisn?

’ A Tese crrosts were ordered not by the Home Ministry alcne, but by
the Department of Justice as well. The metter wes discussed between
the two Ministriecs cnd these men were e rrested because 1t wes dis-
covered they were Commurists, elthough their Cﬁmmunistib principles
hed not been ~penly deflercd. Ls TO My, Hoshinn's resignation as
President of the Plenning Bierd, nothing wes ever seid to me aboutb
s+, He undoubtedly tulksd to the Fremier, but T would think thet
he resigned peartiaelly becruse of this situcticon which had developed,
feeling perheps that ho wes responsible for permitting such &
situntion th Cevellps

Q. would he sey thet these men who were ~rrestod hed tnything te do
with the oririnel Plenning B.erd preposition®

b T den't know whet went on in the Plenning bﬁfrd.- whao led oaut in
discussions or who wrote up the results. I know nothing ot all
sbout thosc deteils.

Q. In the period that fallowed, Prr-n Hirenume beceme Minister without

Portfolin in the third Konsye Yebinet - during this pecrisd, whet

c-mment would he meke on the developing situeticn between the U.S.
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INT*RROG: TION NO. .9 (Cont'd) .

Qo

-

£l o

il e

L

Ve

and Jepen es it beceme more critical - were there 1ndlcat13ns

thet this situetion was repidly leading to wer?

»

The situation was critical &s you say, but the general feeling was

thﬁt we shﬁuld cvuld*wnr 1f pq831ble and perssnally I felt thet

A ; y

could find paints for & e mprdmlc between thﬂ two countries. I
often t?lhoa £ ) erﬂlgn Mlnlst@r ille tsueka anc he dld not oppose my
views at sll. I felt thet we shauld Cﬂrry on our @f orts through

L 4

the diplomats )P'+he two cwuntrlps to wo rk out some scrt of agree-

Jment. I* wes at thut tlaﬂ £S you prﬁb bly rnctll thut en ettempt

we's ﬂndo cn my 1ife, and I wes in bed for srmetimc. During the ©

time, T did nat knJW'Wh&t wes going on ot 311. Following e tsucke,

Toyoda becsme F- reign Minister, but ho, tjg, was in complete agree=

ment with my vicwse.

“hat tefﬁs'was Jdpnn prepered to offer in ofder ty e¢ome to this
-egreément?' |
I wes wounded rnd out of touch with everything et thet time and

do not know wh%t wes conteined in the cumpr;mise proposel which
the Cebinct drew up &nd ﬂiéCuSEﬁd. It is nmy ﬁbSﬁrﬁatljn thet the
Konoye Cebinet Pell b@caﬁsé its propesels could n2t be cerried oute
Ylere thesc ﬁrqﬁ.séls, wﬁich the bForeign llnlstﬂr-m*d- ones which
the Lrmy nd Ne vy would support.

I don't k.mlw th.*.t ’t;hf‘; noints in their proposel were, butb I would
jucge the t the.ﬁrjy andé Nevy must hove supported it sinece such n

prorosel could not have been mece without renerel egreement of all

the Ministerse.

"-uld this meen that the Lrmy znd Nevy would heve supported &

withdrewel from Indo-Chine cnd China’
This question of withdrawel of troops from French Indo=-China ¢nd

from Chine wes & peramount issue ot the time and 1t is protably

* | ' ’

due to the opposition 2f the militerists t° such & withdrawal that

.

the compromise, which I sc much desired, could not be worked -ut.

“ell, this réally meens thet Foreign Minister Toyada hed no reeal
power to bring the negotistions to> & successful c ynelusiont
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B

J
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war i1n the Pecific she must heve neval end air supremecy. Such

ies, I would think so, On that point, the Ctbiﬁet ¢ould not get'

-

essing on to a leter period during the war - when would you say it
had become fairly general opinion smong the Jepenese officials thet
1t wes necessery to withdraw from the wor?

Before the beginning of the war the majority, I think, were opposed

-

to it, and opposition was voiced, but -nce the war wes under wey,

no such sentiment wes ever expressed openly.

Buy my gques®tion was = when 3did it become thec general fereling that

it would be necessery to withdraw from the wer?

The ordinary pecple >f Jepen were not cwere of the turn of cffeirs in

the wer. I believe for my pert thet T wrs fairlj well in touch with

developments. I hed reelized thet for Jepen to cerry on 2 successful

oy

-

supremacy wes mainteined et the beginning of the war but was gradually

l>st. For another thing, Jepan's militery forces were scettered over

- -

B Wlide gree = extending eventuslly into Indis and far into the south.

"1%h these conditims, I realized personelly that it wes extremely

-

aifficult for Jepen to carry on - in fect, if I spesk frenkly, it

wes impossible. Thero were undoubtedly sthers who shared my opinions

but they never mede them public,

-y . ]

£t vhet time did the senicr stoctesmen, including Ber:n Hircnume, begin

to distuss -prectier] ﬂeasurfs for gfttinﬁ out of the w&r?

There were n: suéh discussi ns cMong the seninr s%#f@smnﬁ.

You meen thet the mocsures which were taken:tﬁ get vat 5f the wer
were n°t ciscussed ot ell emong the Chief Adviscrs to the Emperor?
The term "Elder Stetesmen" is one that is generclly applied to these
older mén, but thefi'wss n3y formal meeting f this grauﬁ-far the

™

purpose of discussing the propoisition 2:f ending the were Therc were
indivicdual <discussions and telks but certainly nothing ever of a
formel metsure.

"ho were the men who participeted in those informel telks?

Ihese were such men as Kon:ye and Okada end Veketsuki.
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Qe "het wes the nature of fhese discussions - were they planning the
steps which should be teken in >rder to get Japen out of the wer?

A. I don't know thet any specific ways for getting out of the war were
discussed in these personal c.ntacts, dlthjugh I myself di have
some ildets.

Q. “hat were your ideas?

A I, of course, from the beginning, did not went the wer snd wanted

to effect £ cmnpfﬁmise. I wes williﬁg end readyv to withdraw the

troops from Chine. Tﬁeﬁ,'whoh the wer developed, and rceched the
point of which we &ré speeking néwy'i felt we should meke nﬁ condi-
tions to end the war so long as the nafiunti ﬁﬁlity, i.e., the
position of the Emperor, wes hot cuarentced,

Q. “hat prﬂcfigsi praposais*diﬁ YQU suggestltd éf&p fﬁe:waf?

As 1 did not tﬂke:gﬁff ih.fh;éé téiks;

“Q;  .;hﬁt'pr£§tic£i gtopé Cid.ydﬁ éﬁggéét to bring tﬁé ﬁar.to an énd?'

- ﬁi;ieafned of'tﬁéplant5 send Kﬁnﬁ&e-té Rﬁssid iﬁ'the‘ﬁape of

. ‘“:éffebtingvﬁlpeaceﬁfhrﬁuéh théf medium oﬁiy pfter‘thépr?pﬁsal'was
mede ﬁﬁd‘és féf'asljther pfépssclé, i nqverlmﬁﬁé eny 5n'ﬁy'own.'

Foliéwing‘the Potsdaﬁ ﬁéciﬁra $ ot i felt wQJShould-aécept it since
it diﬁ st&fé théf thopésitiﬁnﬁf fhé Imperiai-ﬁouséZWOuiﬁlbe
m&intﬁinéd. The mﬁféér ﬁf ﬁéébpting théﬁ‘Dacitrafiﬁn wes up to
'His'Majésty, fhé.Empeer; nd he mede the final deciéiﬁn.

Qe 1%hff'ﬁuﬁia you say were the f;ctzré which led to the deéisizn to
end thé Wdr - wefn they prvﬁ&miﬁitely miiitery‘f&ct;rs becsruse the
Army cculd nct carry on the We. T any-lonper, or wére there o>ther
fectors such os morale?

Lo The biggﬂst fector was paésiblyuﬁilitaryfactﬁr; As1i s&.iq
befo}e;uéir and'naval supremacy were gone = pranese Armies were
sdaftered.aver £ ﬁide &reé = h:mekdef@nses ﬁere completely
insdeqﬁate nc -n tfp of thet, bﬁmbing haé‘beeﬁ incrcased td such
on extent thr£ th1e cities wéfe wiped >ut, &s you con see right
;fﬂund.us.h@re,'with 80% of this city gﬁne‘- then fhére come the

atomic bomb, so thet the country'wns faced with terrible destructive
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powers anc Japan's ability o wege wer.wes reelly ¢t cn end,

.  INTERROG{TION NO. 489 (Cont'd)

Qe Lid thet include cuncern over the cttitude of the people toward
continuing the wer?
IR The genercl populetion wes not ewere of the wer situstion end many

of them undoubtecdly felt thet Jepen wes still eble o wege war since

they did not know the Qverfgll sitg;ti:n. In fact, they did not
know it until_thplwar_waslbrﬁughtltﬁ,an encd by declarati:n from the
Emper>r, himself, ;nﬂ f'2r the first time these people learned of the
true situction, ;nd, wnen Higashi-Kuni ¢xplained the situetion in

\

the Dict, then they 1-arned whet wes going on,

P« Beron Hirenuma beljeves thet the deecision to end ths WET WOS
primerily & cecision by'ﬁhe trmy on the grounds it could no> longer
fight the wer under conditions es they GXiS?Cﬁ?._;,

dhg 1 don't know how the military, themsclves, felt in their own hearts,
but €s fer c¢s any sutwerd expressions were c.ncerned, they mein-

. tained until the very last thet they werce sble to garry on the war,

{o It wes chenged by the doeision of the Emperor, himsclf.,

e ".2uld he s&y thet the irmy wes virtuslly isclated - thot all sther
responsible ~fficicls believed the wer should be brought to on end,

Ire ;mwng the offigigle, th?t 1s trues Outside of the .rmy cnd Navy,
they_merm agreo§ thet the ver should be stopped, but cven in the
Cebinet Meetings, the military still majntain@d they could cerry on
tncd it wes beeruse of the clesh of opinion there thet the Emperor

g . |
finolly rendered his judgment,

Qe | I woule like 45 know the precise difference between the motters
cnsidered by the Jushin &nd‘thprmgttars consigqerec by Sumitsuin,

Ag . As 1 atated awhilg ego, thes;kelder steteosmen, the Jushin, of which
you speak, heve neither ﬁffiCi?l pcsitifn nor futhority. They are
cnly eelled upon for their counsel on very spoeisl occesions,

Qe Such ©s?
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bia Such as the gquestion of ccntinuing or ending o wer. Now, regarding
the Privy Council itself, this body gives cdvice to the Emperor on
specified itmes end does no>t take up matters outside of that stipu-
lated fielde They have o special field end don't go outside of that,

Qe “het is the precise reletion between the Meideijin end the Jushin?

L The Lord Privy Secl may seck counsel from the elder statesmen on
decasion beforc acdvising the Throne, but the Neideijin has no
connection whetsoever with the Privy Council,

ki Barlier it was soid thet the Jushin were not comsulted on the ending
of the we.r but es hes just been seid now, thet should heve been

one of its specifiic functions,.

Ao "het T mren is thet the individusl edvice 2f these elder statesmen
W3u1d.be sought on such osccesions There would be no formel asswmbly
or diﬁcussi?p.

Ve TS Béroﬁzﬂirqnqma's_adviqe sought.by the Premier or Empercr in this
qase?~

lie My cﬁunsqlhwss not sought prisr to the decisi~sn <¢f thé Emperor,

Aftgr that decisicn, I wes. consulted..  Thet. was immedidtely preceding
the broadcast when I was consultad.

e Thet wes the reeson for his being consulted: then?

.
|

Iy The decision had already been madc, but we were individuelly esked

&

whether we supported it cr not. . Of coursey I supported ite.:

C

Qe I hed formerly believed thet problems wculd be laid befoure Jushin by

Neidaijin, scting for the Emperore 1 now uncerstand thet the

Impercor did desire Sumitsuin to advise- him without going before

Nejcdeijine How would the desire of the Empercr be pgessed from '

t

e

the Fmperor to Baron Hirsnuma?
Ae  Then the Emperor seeks counsel of the Privy Council, there are

specifiec ways for doing ite It.goes through the reguler ahprme]

»

encd the Neidaijin has nothing to do with it. However, "whon the

Erperor wishes to speak to me, personelly, he might do it directly

-
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with me or through the Naidaijin. However, when the Emperor scught
-my counsel ot the end of the war, he came to me directly,

Qe Cen he briefly give me the chennels for getting from the Emperor
to the Privy Council?

A In Jepencse Lew, politicel metters sre completely in the hends of
the Cabinet end the Cebinet in presenting matters to the Throne,
requests in writing thet it be teken up with the Privy Council
so all matters coming to the Privy Ccuncil afe‘at the instigation
of the Cabinet. There are slso metters releting to the Imperisal
Household. These things, in a similer wey, are presented to the

Throne through the Minister of the Impericl Household,
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