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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING
LIFE”

by SHEN Fu .
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER ONE: WEDDED BLISS
(Continued from the last issue)

I am by nature unconventional and
straightforward, but Yiin was a stickler
for forms, like the Confucian schoolmasters.
Whenever I nut on a dress for her or tidied
up her sleeves, she would say “So much
obliged” again and again, and when 1
passed her a towel or a fan, she must re-
ceive it standing up. At first 1 disliked
this and said to her: “Do you mean to tie
me down with all this ceremony? There
is a proverb which says, ‘One who is over-
courteous is crafty.” Yiin blushed all
over and said: “I am merely trying to be
polite and respectful, why do you charge
me with craftiness?” “True respect is in
the heart, and does not require such empty
forms,” said I, but Yiin said, “There is no
more intimate relationship than that be-
tween children and their parents. Do you
mean to say that children should behave
freely towards their parents and keep their
respect only in their heart?’ “Oh! 1 was
only joking,” I said. “The trouble is,” said
. Yiin, “most marital troubles begin with
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joking. Don’t you accuse me of disrespect
later, for then I shall die of grief without
being able to defend myself.” Then I held
her close to my breast and caressed her
and then she smiled. From then on our
conversations were full of ‘I'm sorry’s’ and
‘I beg your pardon’s’” And so we remain-
ed courteous to each other for twenty-three
years of our married life like Liang Hung
and Meng Kuang of old, and the longer
we stayed together, the more passionately
attached we became to each other. When-
ever we met each other in the house,
whether it be in a dark room or in a
narrow corridor, we used to hold each
other’s hands and ask: ‘Where are you
going? and we did this on the sly as if
afraid that people might see us. As a
matter of fact, we tried at first to avoid
being seen sitting or walking together, but
after a while, we did not mind it any more.
When Yiin was sitting and talking with
somebody and saw me come, she would
rise and move sideways for me to sit
down together with her. All this was done
naturally almost without any consciousness,
and although at first we felt uneasy about
it, later on it became a matter of habit. I
cannot understand why all old couples
must hate each other like enemies. Some
people say ‘if they weren’t enemies, they
would not be able to live together until old
age” Well, I wonder!

On the seventh night of the seventh
moon of that year, Yiin prepared incense,
candles and some melons and fruits, so that
we might together worship the Grandson

BB NEE &
LA, 2
REBY, Hit [ 871X
1 7% BREDS
R ISRRERHZ1E,
EBAMERE. RE
2R BIREME, R
WE, HEFHE TH
Bkt ] ORI
FARZE, BORST
A TR, ARIR
UBE ERRALH,
B&muiEsr, Rk
5, SRS AEE
FEIFLRE, WD
A R R IR
REEERE, Mt
e, AR R,
[ emRERaTEL
AN T 23

BELY, ETHEB
BE, FRERKERRIRK




321 BERL PR 208K

of Heaven* in the Hall called “After My
Heart.” I had carved two seals with the
inscription . “That we might remain hus-
band and wife from incarnation to incar-
nation.” I Xkept the seal with positive
characters, while she kept the one with
negative characters, to be used in our cor-
responfence. That night, the moon was
ghining beautifully and when I looked
down at the creek, the ripples shone like
golden chains. We were wearing light
silk dresses and sitting together with a
small fan in our hands, before the window
over-looking the creek. Looking up at the
sky, we saw the clouds sailing through the
heavens, changing at every moment into a
myriad forms, and Yiin said: “This moon
is common to the whole universe. I
wonder if there is another pair of lovers
quite as passionate as ourselves looking at
the same moon to-night?’ And I said:
“Oh! there are plenty of people who will
be sitting in the cool evening and looking
at the moon, and perhaps also many women
criticising or enjoying the clouds in their
{chambers; but when a husband and wife
are looking at the moon together, I hardly
think that the clouds will form the subject
of their conversation.” By and by, the
candle-lights went out, the moon sank in
the sky, and we removed the fruits and
went to bed.

*The seventh day of the seventh moon iz the
only day in the year when the pair of heavenly
lovers, the Cowherd (“grandson of heaven”) ana

the Spinster are allowed to meet each other across
the Milky Way.—Tr.
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The fifteenth of the seventh moon was| bR, BHZRE.

ANl Souls’ Day. Yiin prepared a little

dinner, so that we could drink together|Z:{E PEFHES HYI8K,

with the moon as our company, but when
night came, the sky was suddenly overcast
with dark clouds. Yiin knitted her brow
and said: “If it be the wish of God that
we two should live together until there are
silver threads in our hair, then the moon
must come out again to-night” On my
part I feli disheartened also. As we look-
ed across the creek, we saw will-o’-the-
1wisps flitting in crowds hither and thither
like ten thousand candle-lights, threading
their way through the willows and smari-
{weeds. And then we began to compose a
poem together, each saying twc lines at a
time, the first eompleting the couplet which
the other had begun, and the second be-
ginning another couplet for the other tfo
finish, and after a few rhymes, the longer
we kept on, the more nonsensical it be-
came, until it was a jumble of slapdash
doggerel. By this time, Yiin was buried
amidst tears and laughter and choking on
my breast, while 1 felt the fragrance of
the jasmine in her hair assail my nostrils.
I patted her on the shoulder and said
jokingly, “I thought that the jasmine was
used for decoration in women’s hair be-
cause it was round like a pearl; 1 did not
know that it is because its fragrance is so
much finer when it is mixed with the
smell of women’s hair and pewder. When
it smells like that, even the citron cannot
remotely compare with it Then Yiun
stopped laughing and said: “The citron is
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the gentleman among the different
fragrant plants because its fragrance is so
slight that you can hardly detect it; on the
other hand, the jasmine is a common fel-
low because it borrows its fragrance partly
from others. Therefore, the fragrance of
the jasmine is like that of a smiling
sycophant.” “Why, then,” 1 said, “do you
keep away from the gentleman and as-
sociate with the common fellow?” And
Yiin replied, “I laugh at the gentleman,
but love the common fellow.” While we
were thus bandying words about, it was
already mid-night, and we saw the wind
had blown away the clouds in the sky and
there appeared the full moon, round like a

chariot wheel, and we were greatly de-

lighted. And so we began to drink by the
side of the window, but before we had
tasted three cups, we heard suddenly the
noise of a splash under the bridge, as if
some one had fallen into the water. We
looked out through the window and saw
there was not a thing, for the water was
28 smooth as a mirror, except that we
heard the noise of a duck scampering in
the marshes. I knew that there was a
ghost of some one who had been drowned
by the side of the Ts’anglang Pavilion, but
knowing that Yiin was very timid, dared
not mention it to her. And Yiin sighed
and said: “Alas! Whence cometh this
noise?’ and we shuddered all over.
Quickly we shut the window and carried
the wine pot back into the room. A lamp
light was then burning as small as a pea,
and the curtains moved in the dark, and
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we were shaking all over. We then put
out the light and went inside the bed
curtain, and Yilin already ran up a high
fever. Soon I had a high temperature my-
self, and our illness dragged on for about
twenty days. True it is that when ‘the
cup of happiness overflows, disaster fol-
lows, as the saying goes, and this was also
an omen that we should not be able to live
together until old age. ,

On the fifteenth of the eighth moon, or
the Mid-Autumn Festival, I had just re-
covered from my illness. Yiin had now
been a bride in my home for over a year,
wut still had never been to the Ts’anglang
Pavilion itself next door. So I first order-
ed an old servant to tell the watechman not
to let anv visitors enter the place. Toward
evening, I went with Yiin and my younger
sister, supported by an amah and a maid-
servant and led by an old attendant, We
passed a bridge, entered a gate, turned
eastwards and followed a zigzag path
into the place, where we saw huge
grottoes and abundant green trees. The
Pavilion was situated on the top of a hill
Going up by the steps to the top, one could
look around {for miles, where in the dis-
tance chimney smoke arose from the cot-
tages against the background of clouds of
rainbow hues. Over the bank, there was
a grove called the “Forest by the Hill”
where the great officials used to entertain
their guests. Later on, the Chengyi Col-
lege was erected on this spot, but it wasn’t
there yet. We brought a blanket which
we spread on the Pavilion floor, and then
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sat round together, while the watchman
served us tea. After a while, the moon
had already arisen from behind the forest,
and the breeze was playing about my
sleeves, while the moon’s image sparkled
in the rippling water, and all worldly cares
were banished from our breasts. ‘“This is
the end of a perfeet day,” said Yiin
“Wouldn’t it be fine if we could get a boat
and row around the Pavilion!” At this time,
the lights were already shining from peo-
ple’s homes, and thinking of the incident
of the fifteenth night of the seventh moon,
we left the Pavilion and hurried home.
According to the custom at Soochow, the
women of all families, big and small, came
out in groups on the Mid-Autumn night, a
custom which was called “pacing the moon-
light.” trange to say, no one came to
such a beautiful neighbourhood as the
Ts’anglang Pavilion.

My father Chiafu was very fond of
adopting children; hence I had twenty-six
adopted brothers, My mother, too, had
nine adopted daughters, of whom Miss
Wang, the second, and Miss Yii, the sixth,
were Yin's best friends. Wang was a
kind of a tom-boy and a great drinker,
while Yit was straightforward and very
fond of talking. When they came together,
they used to chase me out, so that the three
of them could sleep in the same bed. I
knew Miss Yi{i was responsible for this, and
once I said to her in fun: “When you get
married, I am going to invite your husband
to come and keep him for ten days.” *“I’ll
come here, too, then,” said Miss Yii, “and
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sleep in the same bed with Yin. Won't
that be fun?’ At this Yiin and Wang
merely smiled.

At this time, my younger brother
Ch'it’ang was going to get married, and
we moved to Ts’angmi Alley by the Bridge
of Drinking Horses. The house was quite
big, but not so well furnished as the one
by the Ts’anglang Pavilion. On the birth-
day of my mother, we had theatrical per-
formances at home, and Yiin at first
thought them quite wonderful. Scorning
all taboos, my father asked for the per-
formance of a scene called “Sad Parting,”
and the actors played so realistically that
the audience were quite touched. I noticed
across the screen that Yiin suddenly got
up and disappeared inside for a long time.
I went in to see her and the Misses Yiu
and Wang also followed suit. There I saw
Yiin sitting alone before her dressing
table, resting her head on an arm. “Why
are you so sad?”’ I asked. *“One sees a play
for diversion,” Yin said, “but to-day’s play
only breaks my heart.” Both Wang and
Yii wore laughing at her, but I defended
her. ¥She is touched because hers is a
profound’y emotional soul.” “Are you
going to sit here all day long?” asked Miss
Yi. “Pll stay here until soeme better
selection 1s being played,” Yiin replied.
Hearing this, Miss Wang left first and
asked my mother to select more cheerful
plays like Ch'ihlieng and Househ. Then
1Yiin was persuaded to come out and watch
the play, which made her happy again.

(To be continued)
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