




Sweet Pea Review
William Doxey of San Francisco lias
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Preface to the First Edition

A brief, definitely-worded Review of Sweet Peas must prove

interesting to the fiorticoltural world. Accuracy has been aimed at,

and our conclusions, derived from the broad plane of practical experi-

ence gained in our own seed-growing domain, are trustworthy. Copious

notes and endless comparsions in our fields are here condensed into

concise and practical form, and, while not, perhaps, perfect in

every respect, they will be found peculiarly convenient. It is our

effort, by co-operation, to still further ennoble the charming Sweet

Pea, and in pursuance of that end the present little publication, the

fruit of recreative moments snatched from a busy life, is respectfully

tendered to flower lovers by the

Pioneer Sweet Pea Growers of California

October, 1896.

Preface to the Third Edition

A year has passed since the issuance of our First and Second Editions

of the "Sweet Pea Review." In the interval, our favorite flower has

gained in popularity as well as in the number of its varieties,— to enable

the public to keep pace with which it is necessary to issue this Third

Edition. It is but a merited tribute to here state that both the press and

the people have given the previous editions of our " Sweet Pea Review "

a far more distinguished reception than we dared hope for. Their

appreciation and enthusiasm give added zest as we again aspire to

fittingly honor this flower of exquisite simplicity. Foremost in ease of

culture, most varied in beauteous tints, fragrant as any flower,—what

more need be claimed for this gem among Flora's countless jewels I

January, 1898.

COPYRIGHT 1898
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Definition of terms and phrases used in REVIEW

Parts of the Sweet Pea flower

Calyx
Apex—Extreme top of standard.
Arlinix/iir';—Mixing or miiiglinR of tints or colors.

Blanc's Cliarl—I^ color chart in general use by florists.

BIfacheU—\'?i'ied, whitened.
BieHdin<rs—The mingling of tints so that each retains some distnictiveness, as m

the colors in the rainbow.
Shades of pink.

Calvx— r\K green outer covering of flowers. See diagram giving parts of Hower.

Color Class—Coior headings into which varieties are grouped.
Conlrasling .S/i«rf^!—Titus distmct in wings from those in standards.

Convolute'!— Rolled.
Deterioration — \<:i of becoming worse.
Departures—Vorm of flower or habit of growtli departing frotn usual specific types

.

Z)o>-ja/— Relating to tlie back of standard.

Z)z/;a>/-Showing no tendency to trail or climb.

£//l>/Jca/ -Oblong, the two ends alike in width,

^/one-aC^rf—Pertaining to the lengthening of standards.

£jir^/flMa/f—Pertaining to open standards.

£.r^aHrfrf/—Pertains to broad open standards whose contour is not necessarily

explanate.
Florescence - Flowering.
G^<?r/«rwrt/f««- Sprouting of Seed.
(7r«wrfi/7c»'f7— Large-flowered.
Habit -Fi.xed tendencies.
//borf^i/—Pertaining to much-incurved standards.

Improved Forms— \ImeXK^ free from the notched apex.

Keet—'sea diagram giving parts of flower.

Laterals— "r^iiX-. branches.
.Vai-A/f/—Sunburn on standard, causing a whitish effect.

A/irfj«(a;-<—Pertaining to that part of standard which corresponds to the hind

rib of a leaf

Minf^linz—fixing of tints.

Millimetfi—Twenty-five millimeters make about one inch.

Old 7>'/>/— Varieties bearing small standards notched at apex.

Ovate—Owtymz like a section of a hen's egg lengthwise, the broader end downwards.
(7*OT'n^''—Inverted ovate, ovate with the narrower end down.
Pedicel—'r.ee diagram giving parts of flower.

/>^i/«nW«—Flower stems.
Procumbeiil—l.ying close to the ground.
^^//-jir^rf—Turning backwards.
Setf—S&me tint or color throughout flower.

Standards-See diagram of parts of flower.

.SaArfifrf-Softened tints.

5«Aj7a««— Pertaining to quality of composition of flower petals.

Tricolor— [ hree colored.
Kaw^-a/z-rf— Diversity in markings.
IVingsSee diagram giving parts of flower.



Index

BY COLOR-HEADS

Coi.or-Heads Pace

Blendings

Delicate •

"'^^

Standards and wings of slightly different tints 23-24

Flaked and clouded effect ,24
Rich metallic 25-26

Suflfused and narrowly edged, with Lavender 26-27

" " with Rose 27

Penciled effect ^7

Tricolor ... 27

Bluish 19-20

Claret ^°

Contrasting shades (standards and wings in differing tints) . 27-2S

Crimson

Magenta

Maroon, deep, and other deep closely-allied tints 20

Mauve (bluish! "8-'9

Mauve (reddish) '9

Pink • .
•

.

'4-15

Rose '5-'6

Scarlet

Scarlet and Crimson, between '7-i8

Variegated ^^'31

Orange— rose ... 28-29

Rose .... 2y

Pink ^9

Bluish Mauve 3°

Speckled effect 3°

Chocolate and Purplish Mauve 3°

Scarlet and Crimson 3'

Tricolor Ji

White '3

Yellow '4

Departures 32

In habit of growth 32

In form of flower 32

Doubles 32

,
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Index
BY VARIETIES

Name Color-Hkad Page
Adonis Rose 16

Alba Slagnifica .... White 13
Alice Eckford Blendings . . ...
America Variegated 31
Apple Blossom Blendings 24
Aurora Variegated 2S
Blanche Burpee .... White 13
Blanche Ferry (same as Blushing)

Bride and Improved Painted
J
Contrasting shades .... s8

Lady) )

Blanche Ferry (extra early) . . Contrasting shades .... 27-28
Blushing Beauty .... Pink 15
Boreatton Deep Maroon 21

Bride of Niagara . . Doubles 32
Brilliant Scarlet 16

Bronze King Blendings 24
Butterfly " 26
California Pink 15
Captain Clark, or Tricolor . Blendings 27
Captain of the Blues (same as Grand I t>i l

Blue) . . . . (
Bluish 19-20

Captivation .... Magenta 19

Cardinal Scarlet ly

Carmen Sylva .... Blendings 25-26
Celestial Mauve (Bluish) 18

Columbia Variegated 31

Coquette Blendings 21

Coronet . . ... Variegated 28
Countess of Aberdeen . . Blendings 27
Countess of Powis ... " 25
Countess of Radnor .... Mauve (Bluish) jg
Countess of Shrewsbury . . Blendings 23-24
Creole " 22
Crown Jewel " 21

Crown Princess of Prussia . . " 23
Cupid Departures (in habit of growth) . 32
Daybreak Variegated 31
Delight Blendings 22-23
Dorothy Tennant .... Reddish Mauve 19
Duchess of Edinburgh . Between Scarlet and Crimson . 18
Duchess of York .... Variegated 29
Duke of Clarence .... Claret 20
Duke of York .

'

. . . Contrasting shades .... 28
Eliza Eckfurd Blendings 24
Emily Eckford . . Reddish Mauve ,9
Emily Henderson .... While 13

Emily Lynch .... Blendings 24
Empress of India .... Contrasting shades ... 28



INDEX

(by varietiks—continued)

Namk Color-H had Page

Etna Blendings 25

Fairy Queen " 27

Firefly Scarlet . .... 17

Gaiety Variegated 29

Golden Gate RIendings 26

Golden Gleam . Yellow ....... 14

Grand Blue (see CaptaiTi of the Blues)

Gray Friar Variegated 30

Harvard Scarlet . . ... 17

Her Majesty Rose 16

Ignea Crimson 17

Indigo King Claret 21

Invincible Scarlet, (see Scarlet

Invincible)

Invincible Crimson . . Scarlet 17

Isa Eckford Pink ... ... 15

Juanita Variegated 30
Katherine Tracy .... Pink 15

Lady Beaconsfiekl . . . Blendings .... -23
Lady Nina Balfour .... Mauve (Bluish) .... 18

Lady Penzance .... Rose ...... 15

Lemon Queen Bleiiditigs 22

Little Dorrit .... Contrasting shades .... 27

Lottie Eckford . . . . Blendings 26

Lovely Pink -14
Madam Carnot Bluish 20

Maid of Honor .... Blendings 26

Mars Crimson ..... 17

Meteor Blendings . . -25
Mikado . . ... Variegated .29
Miss Hunt Rose - 16

Monarch Deep Maroon 20

Mrs. Joseph Chamberlain . . Variegated 29

Mrs, Eckford ... . Yellow ...... 14

Mrs. Gladstone .... Piuk 15

Mrs. Sankey While .... . 13

Nellie Jaynes (see Painted Lady)

New Countess Mauve (Bluish) 18

Novclly Rose i6

Oddity " ...... 16

Orange Prince .... Blendings 25

Ovid Rose ... 15

Painted Lady (same as Nellie/ ,>.,,.
Jaynes) .....( ^O'ltrastmg shades .... 28

Peach Blossom .... Blendings 22

Prima Donna Pink 14

Primrose Yellow 14



(by varieties—continued)

Name

Prince Edward of York ,

Princess Beatrice .

Princess Louise (see Violet <

Princess May
Princess Victoria

Princess of Wales

Purple Prince

Queen of England

Queen Victoria •

Queen of the Isles

Ramona ....
Red and White Striped

Red Riding-hood

Rising Sun

Royal Robe
Royal Rose

Salopian

Scarlet Invincible .

Senator ....
Shahzada

Splendour

Stanley ....
Snowflake ....
Striped Celestial .

The Bride . - . .

The Queen

Triumph ....
Venus ....
Vesuvius ....
Violet Queen (same as I'

Louise) ....
Waverley

ueen)

Color-Head

Between Scarlet and Crimson
Blendings

Mauve (Bluish)

Between Scarlet and Crimson

Variegated ....
Deep Maroon . . . ,

White
Yellow

Variegated ....

Departures (in form of flower)

Blendings ....
Pink

Blendings ....
Crimson

Scarlet

Variegated ....
Deep Maroon
kose ... . .

Deep Maroon
White

Variegated . . • .

White
Blendings ....

Claret
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Summary of all Sweet Peas introduced to

date (1898)

Arranged according to color and in order of merit

The varieties of Sweet Peas have become so numerous that

amateurs and some seedmen complain that the hst is too

unwieldy to follow, and it is with a view to overcoming this fault

that the following graphic arrangement of varieties is submitted

in the hope that it will be found a practical aid to easy discrimi-

nation.

The first column contains the best varieties in each color-

class. The second column shows sorts of less merit. All vari-

eties in third column we recommend to be discarded, because

lacking merit.

The sixty varieties in first column are an ample color assort-

ment for ihe most ambitious, while one variety from each of the

groups in first column makes a list par excellence of thirty-two

varieties.

NOTE PARTICULARLY. Dotted lines connecting vari-

eties in the respective columns indicate considerable simi-

larity in varieties thus connected.

Special altention is called to the fad that this arrangement, as

well as entire contents of "Sweet Pea Review," is completely

covered by copyright.



O)lor-Class 1st Column 2d Column 3d Column

(
Blanche Burpee The Bride

( Alba MaKnifica
White Emily Henderson. Snowflake jQuten of Eng-

( Mrs. Sankey ( land

V 11 (*Golden Gleam . n- . •

Yellow i Mrs Eckford Primrose *Qiieen Victoria
(not true)

( BlushinK Beauty

oj^t. f Prima Donna .. . . i*CaIifornia
•) Lovely ( Royal Robe
^ Kat herine Tracy. . • Mrs. Gladstone . . .Isa Eckford

( Miss Hunt Adonis
j- Lady Penzance . . .

' oddity
Rose 1 Ovid ( Novelty

' Her Majesty Splendour

f Harvard
C,,-I,. I

Brilliant Invincible Scar-
^'^^.r'*'

'l
Firefly Cardinal J let

i
Invincible Car-

^ . I mine

Crimson
mmF.'!'.". Ignea

Between Scarlet ( *P™<:'; Edward oC

and Crimson ( Prin°e.ss Victoria
| "i',^b"gh

^

f.
Captain of the Blues ! 'm Sn'.if rl'r.L

Bluish I (Same as Grand '

] Blue)
r

I

Each of these va-

f*Lady Nina Balfour '
""^"'•'s Possesses

I Celestial ' '^''S'" '^P';-

Mauve—Bluish i New Countess i

me"'- Begin-

J. , 1 Princess May I

«" ^ady
^^^"^"^—^

I CountessofKadiior Nina Balfoui, we
I

have graded tbeni
downward

Mauve -^Reddish Emily Eckford . . .. Dorothy Tennant

Magenta Captivation

Claret Duke of Clarence . Waverlcy

Deep Maroon \

and other deep
j*Sl-='l-'-='<ia Monarch Indigo King

closely-allied [Stanley .Borealton Purple Prince

tints /

BlendingS l Lemon Queen . Delight
„ ,. ,

(
Crown Jewel

) Peach Blossom
Delicate Coquette -i princess Beatrice

' Venus Alice Eckford ... .
Crovvn Princess

( of Prussia
Violet yueeil
(Same as Prill-

Standards and
\ La<iy BeacoiisfieUi ( Countess of.Shrews- cess Louise)

wings of slight-
f •Triumph' i

^uvy
/)' different tints > ( Bronze King The Queen

* 1898 Introductions. — 10 —



Color-Class ist Column 2d Column 3d Column

Flaked and
clouded

Rich metallic

Suffused and
narrowly edged
(wiih Lavender)

Do.
{with Rose)

^Emily Lynch
Royal Rose
Apple Blossom Eliza Eckford

*Co»ntess of Powis
Meteor. Orange Prince
Rising Sun
Etna Carmen Sylva ..Vesuvius

Lottie Eckford Butterfly
Maid of Honor
Golden Gate

Countess of Aber-
deen (First pure
stock offered)

Penciled effect

Tricolor

Contrasting—
standards and

wings in differing

tints

Captain Clark

Little Dorrit
Extra Early
Blanche Ferry.

Duke of York

Fairy Queen

Blanche Ferry Empress of In-
(Same as Blushing dia

Bride, Improved Painted Lady
Painted Lady) (Same as Nel-

lie Jaynes)

Variegated
Orange-rose

Rose

Pink

Bluish Mauve

Speckled effect

Chocolate and
Purplish Mauve

Scarlet and
Crimson

Tricolor

Aurora .*Coronet

!Mrs Joseph
Chamberlain

Mikado Gaiety

Ramona ...Duchess of York

*Striped Celestial.. . . .Juaiiita

Gray Friar

Senator ... Princess of Wales

America ...Daybreak

Columbia

• Queen of the
I Isles

I

Red and White
;

striped

Departures
In habit of
growth

In/ortnofflower

Doubles

J

Cupid

Red Riding-hood

Bride of Niagara

* 1898 Introductions. • 11



Imperial Recognition

International Horticultural Exposition

in Hamburg, 1897

Hamburg, Germany, Oct. i6, 1897.

Holstenplatz, cor. Hoistenwall Street.

Sunset Seed and Plant Comp.,

San Francisco.

The Prize Judges of the planted exhibits have awarded

to you the following prizes for your growing out-of-door

exhibit:

—

Grand Silver Medal and 20 marks— for Lathyrus.

Respectfully yours,

WiLH. MUHLE,
Secretair.

Home Congratulation

A Sunset Sweet Pea Success
November 27, 1897.

Gkkat Silvkr Medal.—a cable message has been received by ihe -Sunset

Seed and Hant Co., of this city, from Hamburg, Germany, which is as cheer-

ing as it is brief. It reads: "Collection Sweet Peas awarded great silver

medal." Such a recognition of excellence and variety, coming as it does from

the Hamburg Horticultural lixhibition, where the flower, plant, and fruit men

of the world met in open competition, is a valuable tribute, not only to the

house itself, but to the State of California.—From California Fruit Grower.

Beukki.hy, Nov. 16, 1897.

Dear Sir:—I receive with pleasure your beautiful souvenir engraving of

your successful Sweet Pea exhibit at the Hamburg Exposition. It was a happy

thought of yours to malte this demonstration for California, and all will be

glad that it was so handsomely recognized by the Exposition jury of awards.

Respectfully,

E. J.
WlCKSON,

Chair of Agriculture and Horticulture.

Tames Sproule, Esq.
— 12 —







Sweet Pea Review
in detail

One hundred and twenty varieties of Sweet Peas arranged in color-groups

and classified according to type, the LARGEST FLOWERED FORMS
APPEARING FIRST (other points being equal) in each group; with

recommendations for doing away with the least desirable sorts. Critical

notes made in large Sweet Pea acreage during the past five years.

White

Blanche Pure white; large; the true Kckiord grmidiflora type, producing

Burpee three or four flowers on slender, strong stems. Growth vigorous;

a profuse though somewhat late bloomer, but lateness offset by

continuity of bloom late in the season. Deserving of high rank.

£^^y By far the best and largest of the old-type whites; but not so

Henderson finely formed as Blanche Burpee; of pure color and good sub-

stance, bearing two or three (sometimes four) medium to large,

bold, expanded flowers, on exceptionally long, stiff stems.

Medium vigorous; medium floriferous.

Mrs. Sankey ^ black-seeded white of perfect form, and, when carefully

selected, of pure color and remarkable substance; equal, if not

superior, to any white, but unfortunately inclined, under certain

soil or climatic conditions, to take on a pinkish hue. Stems often

have four flowers.

The Bride Pure white, resembling Blanche Burpee; standards more
expanded, not so large.

Snowflake
'-"^ same general character as Emily Henderson, but inferior

to it.

A rather small-flowered white of the old type; standards

explanate, with notched apex; flowers of fair substance; stems of

medium length and rigidity, often producing four blooms. An
improvement over Queen of England, but inferior to the other

white varieties.

Queen of Smallest and poorest of the whites; generally bears three-

England flowered (frequently two-flowered) stems. Merely shows, by con-

Irast, the wonderful advance made in Sweet Peas in the last

decade.

Alba

Magnifica

— 13 —



SWEET PEA REVIEW.

Yellow

*GoIden A deep primrose-tinted version of Blanche Burpee, possessing
Gleam all the elegance of its parent in form, size, and substance, with the

added virtue of extreme vigor and florescence. Put on sale by
us Fall, 1897.

Mrs. Eckford Not so large as Golden Gleam; color delicate primrose tint;

most effective when bundled. Stems often four-flowered; but

shows to better advantage, we think, when three-flowered.

Primrose

*Queen

Victoria

Inferior to Mrs. Eckford, in form principally, the objectionable

notch on standard being prominent. Standards explaiiate, some-

times slightly reflexed; flowers medium large. A shade deeper

than Mrs. Eckford.

Intended to be an ideal type; of large size, perfect form, line

texture, delicate sulphur-yellow color with faintest suffusion of

purple. Does not run uniformly true to originator's description,

some of its seed being white and some black, and color of bloom

fifty per cent, untrue.

Pink

Prima After two seasons' growing we still would accord this variety

Donna first place among pinks. A large, perfect flower, of elegantly

hooded form, and finely proportioned; a shade deeper than Royal

Robe, but of clearer color and of best substance. Stems three

and four-flowered, in almost equal proportions. Vines of a

spreading habit—the secret, perhaps, in part at least, of its perfect

development.

Lovely Possesses qualities found in no other Sweet Pea tried by us.

A shade deeper than Prima Donna. Wings of a delicate rose,

lightly suffused at the throat of standard and at base of wings,

gradually softening toward the margins, the whole fading as the

flower ages. Remarkable in the high percentage of its four-

flowered stems, which are extra long. Flowers inclined to

double, which we consider a defect.

* 1898 Introductions. -14-



SUNSET SEED AND PLANT CO.

Pink—Continued

A delicate pink selection, softest-tinted of its class; not a large

flower, but finely formed. As the flowers age, they fade to an
almost pure white.

Closely allied and of equal worth; color rich, yet delicate blush

. pink, blending with faintest lilac, barely noticeable in the latter

variety. Of good size and improved hooded form. Stems
slender and of good length, generally bearing three flowers, and
prolific.

Foremost among the varieties having explanate standards.

Possesses better substance and color, also larger size than Airs.

Gladstone. Bears two-flowered stems oftener than three; a

vigorous grower and free bloomer.

In its prime a delicate, rose-pink, of fair size; standard nearly

round and explanate, with prominent suture, slightly deeper in

tint, running down its center; stems long and slender, usually

three-flowered and well arranged. Slightly marred in California

by our hot sun, which sometimes impairs substance as season

advances; while, on the other hand, a few days of cold weather

induce increased blooming.

Smaller flowered than Mrs. Gladstone, shading between it

and Peach Blossom, both of which are its superior. Sunburns in

midsummer.

Rose

Color a rare tint of delicate rose; standards large and well

formed, the silken, thread like lacing adding to its elegance.

Produces long stems, usually three- (sometimes four-) flowered;

a good grower. Unfortunately, its delicate color suffers under a

hot sun, but a slight protection at noonday may partly overcome
this fault.

A fit companion to Lady Penzance, possessing all its good
qualities, and, in addition, holding its color better, which is rich

rose, retained unfadingly throughout the season. Standards
hooded in such manner as to give apex a more pointed appearance
than in Lady Penzance.

* 1898 Introductions. 15 -



SWEET PEA REVIEW.

Rose

—

Contimied

Her Majesty For size and general good qualities this variety takes high rank.

A large, clear rose-pink, shaded crimson, of improved form,

bearing three or four well-arranged flowers on each of its long

stems; very uniform and vigorous, and profuse in its blooming
qualities.

Splendour Similar in most respects to Her Majesty^ but a paler shade,

and flowers not quite as large, though well formed. A free

bloomer, of vigorous growth; but, on account of its great simi-

larity to Her Majesty, not needed.

Oddity Has chiefly color to recommend it—rose carmine, which pre-

vails, however, in other varieties of superior form. Its short,

thick stems and irregularly rolled and fluted standards and wings

are insufficient in departure to give it prominence as an oddity;

nor has it with us held true a fair per cent. Stems three or four-

flowered; a satisfactory bloomer; foliage pleasing deep green.

Novelty Brings us back to older type, with e.xplanate standards, slightly

notched at apex; size medium large. Color, bright rose, suffused

with just a little orange, wings shading to rose mauve, margined

with purer rose.

Miss Hunt Similar to preceding in size and form; a shade paler, assuming

a more pinkish cast. Could well be spared, because of Novelty

being its superior.

Adonis Even less desirable than Miss Hunt—always small and inferior

in form; substance poor, sunburns and become distorted on small

provocation.

Scarlet

Brilliant An improved form over old-type .scarlets, which entitles this

variety to first place in its color-class. As intense as Firefly and

slightly larger; somewhat inclining to fold inwardly at the apex,

and free from the objectionable notch so common in the explnnale

varieties. Of better substance than the crimsons, though not so

large or finely formed.

— 16 —







SUNSET SEED AND PLANT CO.

Scarlet

—

Continued

Foremost of the brilliant scarlets, with explanate standards.

A bold flower, with erect, almost round, standards of good size.

Color intensely brilliant scarlet self; stems three-flowered, and of

good length; not a tall grower, but fairly profuse bloomer.

Not so large or well formed as Firefly; standards inclined to

reflex, and sometimes assume an ugly, marbled appearance along
the inner upper margin. Stems three- or four-flowered; medium
early; very vigorous.

An intense brilliant scarlet-crimson of the old type, difficult to

distinguish from Cardinal; a trifle more crimson in the wings.

Flowers small to medium, standards scarlet, wings tinged with

rose; medium vigorous and fairly profuse.

Like Cardinal e.xcept that wings are a shade lighter.

Crimson

An improvement over Mars in that the wings have the same
rich tint as standards; form, size, and general habit show no con-

trast. Salopian, however, darkens sli.^hlly earlier than Mars,

which has been considered an objectionable feature in latter

variety; yet, Salopian, in our opinion, stands the more perfect of

the two.

Ne.xt to Salopian the most intense and best formed of all the

reds. A gorgeous flower, of large size and perfect form. A pure

crimson in its prime, becoming with age deep purple; stems long

and slender, bearing gracefully three or four flowers. A strong

grower and liberal bloomer.

Before the advent of A/ars this variety properly headed the list

in its color-class. All the general characteristics attributed to

Mars apply to Ignea, from which it is a careful selection.

Between Scarlet and Crimson

A large, improved Princess Victoiia. Of bold, free habit,

with round, open standard, slightly notched at apex; standards

cherry-rose, wings Jacqueminot (Blanc's Chart). Its drawbacks

* 1898 Introductions. - 17 —



SWEET PEA REVIEW.

Between Scarlet and Crimson

—

Coniinued

are: slight fading of color in taking on extra size, and slight mar-
bling of standards under a hot sun.

Princess A good flower, with broad, open standards; three flowers on
Victoria average stem; standards light scarlet; wings shading to crimson;

the whole more or less suffused with rose; abundant bloomer.

Dtichess of Similar in some ways, but yet inferior, to Priircess Victoria, both
Edinburgh in size and substance, showing objectionable marbling, especially

along the upper margins.

Mauve (Bluish)

*Lady Nina VVe consider this the best finished flower in our tests this

Balfour season. Although germinating less than ten per cent, from seed

from introducer's original packets, each flower produced was a

gem. On first opening, the flower is a rich heliotrope-pink self,

of elegant, expanded form, lapping gracefully inwardly. As the

flower gets older it takes on a pinkish mauve self, the evolution of

the tint gradations being remarkable for their even succession.

Lastly, as the flower begins to fade, it assumes a delicate, clear

mauve. Its texture throughout is very fine, even-grained, and

without luster, giving it that soft, "quiet" effect which is so pleas-

ing a contrast to the brilliant and glossy shadings. Largest of the

mauve varieties. Stems long and very slender, two and three-

flowered. Not a rugged growing variety, l)ut showing perfect

health of habit.

Celestial We are confident will be approved by all lovers of this shade.

Its early blooms were not striking, but, as the season advanced,

its perfect form and pure azure-blue became more and more pro-

nounced, until all traces of the pinkish mauve in the bud dis-

appeared in the developed bloom. Stems long and slender, gen-

erally producing three (sometimes four) flowers per stem.

New A carefully selected strain of Countess of Radnor a.nA of a purer

Countess shade of true bluish mauve than the general run of Countess of
Radjior stock.
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Mauve (Bluish)— Continued

Princess May Not as delicate as Celestial, nor as large as Countess ofRadvor,
but holds its color better. Of good substance; medium-sized
flowers, of more or less hooded form, often bearing four-flowered
stems, which are of medium length.

Of shade deeper than the preceding, and inclined to take on a
reddish or light purple tint on the one hand, while on the other
its rich mauve fades in streaks, giving it an ashy-striped appear-
ance, not at all attractive. The past season, however, seems to

have been especially favorable for choice bloom, since both in

trial grounds and in general culture the type has been excellent.

Vigorous ingrowth; a medium free bloomer.

Mauve (Reddish)
In size and form like Countess of Radnor, but a distinct pur-

plish mauve, usually described as a reddish mauve; of good
substance when carefully grown, and approaches blue as it ages.

A vigorous grower and good bloomer, usually producing three
perfect flowers on extra long stems.

Very similar to the above, but not quite so hooded, and a shade
deeper, becoming darker with age. One of the longest to con-
tinue in bloom, and showing no deterioration to the last, though
in some seasons it has approached Countess of Radnor, from
which it is evidently a color variation.

Magenta
Magenta, very delicately sufl^used with purple; of good size;

form imperfect; standards shell-shaped, with slightly corrugated
surface, giving edge an irregular outline. As the season advances,
the blooms improve in size and sulwtance, adding much to its

effectiveness. Not a tall grower, but a profuse bloomer, usually

bearing three (sometimes two) llowers, on long stems.

Bluish

(Same as Grand Blue.) This, to our view, nearly approaches
true blue in general effect. On first opening, it is easily mistaken
for Wavertey, though it has a more bluish cast, which gradually
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Bluish— Continued

develops until about the third day, when it reaches its prime.

A large-flowering variety, producing three or four flowers, on

good stems. Very vigorous and a free bloomer.

Imperial Blue Form and color almost identical with Waverley, but size some-

what smaller.

Madam Laxton's so-called blue, similar to Captain of i)ie Bines in its

Camot shadings; of small size.

Claret

First-class, ranking with the best in size and substance. Color,

deep rose-claret, bordering on maroon, of shading— not

so intense, but larger and better, formed. Stems often extra long,

producing three or four flowers, sometimes ratlicr closely arranged.

A vigorous grower; produces an abundance of bloom.

Has size and form to recominend it; but its rose-claret and

blue color-blendings, though quite distinct, are not very attractive.

Of good substance; a vigorous grower and profuse bloomer.

Deep Maroon and other deep, closely-allied tints

The best type shows a sliaile deeper than Stanley; standards

strong purplish maruon without luster, intensest at the throat and

on the reverse side, the whole veined in deep relief Wings a vel-

vety indigo purple, sometimes shading to lighter. OiXxwegrandi-

flora lypn; stems extra long, usually three-flowered.

Next to S/ta/izada, the darkest and most intense of all " brown

effect" Sweet Peas. Deepest burnt carmine; standards glossy,

finely laced with deeper shade; wings velvety, shading to purple-

lake; expanded form; standards large to very large, sometimes

measuring thirty-five millimeters across; broad, almost circular;

explanate. A fine, bold flower, producing long, slender, usually

three-flowered, stems. A good grower and free bloomer.

In shading and form approaches IVaverlcy, but much darker;

has a tinge of indigo, with a slight bronze effect on standard;

wings velvety purple. A vigorous grower, producing three (some-

times four) flowers on long stems.

Duke of

Qarence

Waverley

*Shaluada

Stanley

Monarch
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Deep Maroon and other deep, closely-allied tints

—

Conlinued

Boreatton Differs from Stanley only in form, standards being more or less

reflexed laterally, which gives them a narrow, elongated appear-

ance.

Indigo King Has a shade or two more of indigo than Monarch, which makes
it, especially the wings, darker. Sides of standard deeply sinu-

ated, as in Biitlerfly, causing the upper half of standard to hood.

Should, in our opinion, be discarded.

Purple Prince Standards purple, shaded maroon; wings mauve, lightly suf-

fused with purple. Old type ; medium large
;
expanded (sometimes

reflexed) standards. Its color does not commend it.

Blendings

Delicate

Crown Jewel These beaudful varieties, we consider, comprehend the most

Coquette beautiful mingling of subdued rich tones yet appearing in the

Sweet Pea. The rare and delicate blendings, fine form, and large

size, being in no other variety so fully developed. We especially

admire the soft, quiet tones in the surface coloring. Crown Jewel

we have placed first, though it is difficult to choose between the

two sorts. Standards delicate creamy rose, deepest on the dorsal

surface, and at its suture on the inner surface; a slight clouded

effect is noticeable when the flower is in its prime, carrying with it

a trace of violet. The wings a delicate, yet rich, creamy blush,

suffused with a pronounced primrose tint. Its three (sometimes

four) flowers are finely arranged on long, slender stems. Foliage

unusually large, and deep green; a vigorous grower and profuse

bloomer, but, unfortunately, a variety that will require, like other

thoroughbreds, very careful handling to hold true to type.

Coquette's color is a delicate creamy flesh, with a faint purplish

rose tinge in standard; wings rich creamy primrose. A strongi

vigorous grower, usually producing extra-long, three-flowered

stems.

Venus Another variety of rich, delicate blendings—a mingling of

pink, salmon, and rose-buff, difficult to describe faithfully.

Flowers medium large and finely formed; standards very much
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Blendings— Continued

inroUed, gracefully borne in threes or fours on long slender

stems; a very vigorous grower, blooming abundantly. Its only

drawback is its inclination to run into a delicate pink, bordering

on Blushing Beauty or Royal Kobe, but generally not until past

mid-season.

Lemon One of the older varieties. A distinct lemon-yellow in the

Queen bud, standards, as the Hower expands, assuming a delicate blush-

pink, tinted with lemon
;
wings almost white. Of good substance,

medium to large, explanate.

Peach A pleasing variety, of medium large size ; standards rich

Blossom creamy pink, with a whitish flake or cloud in the upper half, just

pronounced enough to be noticeable; wings a softer pink, shading

to delicate carmine in the throat
;
generally bears three-flowered

stems of good length.

Princess Expanded standards and a delicate pink, suffused with soft

Beatrice rose; wings delicate rose. Usually three-flowered. Of fair size

and substance. A good grower and free bloomer.

Alice Last season's growing of this variety confirms our opinion that

Eckford in its present stage it is unworthy of cultivation. Its rich, delicate

(apricot, perhaps it may be called) coloring is a pleasing departure,

it is true, but with such utter imperfection of size and form, we
do not believe it can become popular. It is early blooming, but

earliest to cease flowering; in fact, its blooming season has been

briefer than that of any other variety. A very profuse bloomer

while it lasts; moderately vigorous.

Creole An attractive flower in its delicate pinkish lavender shadings,

the blendings on its wavy, explanate standards being a departure

in this particular tint. Wings pure mauve. Usually bears three

flowers on a stem. This variety is not fixed, but careful handling

in the next few seasons may establish the type.

Delight Flowers medium to small; wings almost as large as standard;

the whole a faint pinkish white blush, with suture of standard

made prominent by its soft carmine tint, which is also noticeable

along upper edge of standard, thence running along suture on
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Blendings — C<;«/!«af(/

reverse side. The odd fold and lap in top of standard, noted in

A/ice Eckford, is especially prominent in this variety. Inclined
to sunburn.

Crown A fit companion to Alice Eckford, because, like it, of small
Princess of size and poor form, though its coloring is exquisite; has a very
Prussia light ground, suffused in delicate gradations with a creamy pink,

ranging from a soft tint at the margins to a much deeper hue at

the throat— an admixture of pink and salmon difficult to describe;

but its small surface shows it at a great disadvantage.

Like Princess Louise.—Standards round, erect; pink, veined
with purple rose, wings heliotrope, flower medium-sized.
Rarely seen at its best, because of poor substance and being
easily affected by hot sun, which bleaches and detorts the

flower.

Flowers medium to small, of old form and poor substance.

Standards dull rose-pink, suffused w-ith light mauve; wings, light

mauve. Bears two to three flowers on medium stem.

Standards and wings of slightly different tints

A distinct and pleasing blending, difficult to describe. We can

do no better than use the originator's description: "Standards

salmon, tinted with rose" (which, however, does not convey a

satisfactory idea of its true timings). To this we would add : with

a suspicion of purplish pink, most noticeable in center of standard,

laced and netted in delicate relief; wings a pronounced creamy

primrose-yellow. Of fine substance, old form, medium to large.

A vigorous grower and profuse bloomer.

A variation from Li/tle Porrit, but larger and more highly

colored in the wings. Standards boldly e.xplanate, large and nearly

circular; color a bright pink, lightly suffused with scarlet-orange;

wings spreading, shaded with pale rose ; has purple stems, usually

three-flowered.

Of same general "build" as Lady Beaconsfield. Standards

expanded, old-form type; apex notched; flowers medium size,

with a blending of pink and purple, difficult to describe; wings
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Blendings— Continued

shading to pink, faintly suffused with lilac; stems usually bear

three flowers. A strong grower and abundant bloomer.

_ Bronze King Not only lacl:s size, but form as well, and is quite an ordinary

flower all around. Standards reddish coppery bronze, but lack- -

ing the brilliancy needed to render such a tint effective; of poor

substance, and inclined to sunburn in hot weather. A vigorous

grower, moderately profuse. A little later than the average. We
think it can well be spared from the lists.

Flaked and clouded effect

*Emily Resembles Royal Rose. Its richness of coloring intensified by

Lynch the creamy primrose effect in standards and wings. Its relation

to Royal Rose is very similar to that of Duke of York to Painted

Lady. Differs from Royal Rose, however, in having primrose-

tinted wings, which are, in turn, overlaid with a delicate pinkish

venation. Of large size, with stiff stems, usually bearing three

flowers.

Royal Rose A beautiful, large, almost self-colored flower, very much on

the plan of the preceding variety. These, with the two following,

form a perfect series of elegant gradations. Flower a rich, rose-

pink, barred on standards with deeper rose, deepest tinted on

center of reverse side, and gradually becoming lighter toward the

margins; wings a softer hue. Bears three or four flowered stems

of good length and substance.

Apple Like Eliza Eckford, except that its tint is a shade or two

Blossom deeper and more evenly spread; wings as delicate as Eliza

Eckford. A fine, large, hooded flower, borne in threes or fours

on long, strong stems, which sometimes come double, when they

produce five, six, seven, and even eight blossoms on a stem,—

a

freak of nature we have never succeeded in inducing a repetition

of, but which quite frequently duplicates itself on its own account.

Eliza Eckford Deserves high rank, because of its refined general make up;

of good size and form; standards flaked and suffused with a

delicate rose, deeper on reverse side; wings lightly blushed.

Generally bears three flowers, sometimes four, on long stems.
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Blendings

—

Continued

Rich metallic

A slight improvement on Meteor, thougli its delicate standards

sunburn quite as badly. Standards bright rose-orange, veined in

deeper tint; wings bright, clear rose — barred. A rich, bright

combination of coloring, but lacks substance. Stem^ usually

three-flowered.

An improvement in size over Orange Prince, from which it is a

selection; standards a, rich, bright orange-salmon; wings of a

pinkish hue; a fine flower at its best, but more or less aflfected by

hot weather. When grown in the partial shade of trees, which

brings it to perfection in slow stages, we have noted extra large

standards, which showed inclination to hood; and with such form

once attained, and with added substance. Meteor w-ill stand well

up in the list.

Like all of the Laxton type, this variety is of small size and

rather dwarf growth, but we see much to admire in the general

eflfect of some of the intense colorings. Standards small, round,

explanate, with a delicate gradation of brightest carmine and

orange, suffused with rose, of soft tone, deepest at the throat,

and becoming fainter toward the edges, until it assumes a pale

creamy-white tint; wings a lighter shade, sometimes tinged with

rose. Moderately profuse. Sunburns on small provocation.

Flowers medium to small, of same form as Rising Sun; an in-

tense, clouded garnet, shining in the sunlight, and becoming lighter

toward the upper edge. Usually three-flowered, on slender,

short stems; a dwarf grower and spare bloomer. Not a desirable

variety, though its shadings are interesting.

We have not^d flowers equal to Meteor, though averaging

smaller. Like its offspring, of remarkably rich coloring. Standards

form almost a true circle, and are explanate. The fine, delicate

lacing on standards is interesting. Has general habit of Meteor.

A tricolored variety, perhaps the least popular of Laxton's

introductions, because of lack of harmony in its coloring and

its small size, to which defects may be added a deeply notched
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Blendings— Continued

standard, somewhat reflexed. Color an admixture of garnet,
purple, and carmine in standai'd, deepest at the throat; wings
lavender-blue.

Vesuvius Comes between Etna and Carmen Sylva; a more profuse
bloomer than either, and tints of more flaked appearance, a
coloring not popular in dark sorts. Medium vigorous; very
profuse.

Suffused and narrowly edg^ed
WITH LAVENDHR

Lottie White ground, lighUy suffused with heliotrope, deepest near

Eckford the margins, the edges of both standard and wings a clear, deep
heliotrope-blue, setting off the whole with splendid effect; of fine

hooded form and good size: stems usually three-flowered and of
good length; a vigorous grower and abundant bloomer.

Maid of A worthy successor to its popular parent. Butterfly. Like
Honor that variety in all particulars, save that the lateral notches are

absent. A finely formed flower of medium size and true hooded
form. Its slender, graceful stems are usually three-flowered.

General markings and shadings describing Butterfly apply here,

excepting, perhaps, that Maid of Honor lias a trifle more color.

Golden Gate Chiefly characteristic as to its peculiarly shaped wings, which
appear unusually large and elongated because of their peculiar

upright growth, spreading apart at the top,— the reverse habit of
other sorts in this respect. Shadings vary considerably, tlie

intermediate type being of pale crimson-pink and lilac blendings;

flamed, deepening toward the margins and mid-suture; the wings
contain a shade more of deeper lilac. Usually bears three-

flowered stems, often four, and a considerable percentage of the

stems are formed double, such stems bearing three to six

flowers, which, of course, is an abnormal growth. The flowers

are interesting, but not graceful.

Butterfly Edged like Lottie Ecltford, but showing less tint in standards

and wings—almost white. Its sinuous standards, though objec-

tionable in other varieties, in this case are quite acceptable,

because of their peculiar coloring, and make the name most
appropriate. Stems usually three-flowered; a vigorous grower
and abundant bloomer.
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Suffused and narrowly cdgfed
WITH KfJSI-;

Countess of A very pale pink, edged with rose, of good size and form; its

Aberdeen color scheme an attractive departure. What Lottie Eckford is

among bluish varieties Conn/ess of Aberdeen is among pinks.

Penciled effect

Fairy Queen Old type form. White ground, with fine lines of carmine on

standard. Flowers medium size, usually borne three on a stem.

Blooms profusely.

Tricolor

Captain Though not an elegant flower, it has unique markings. White

Clark ground, delicately blushed with carmine-pink, lightest toward the

margin; beginning at the throat and running parallel with the mid-

suture are finely penciled lines of deepest purple, gradually chang-

ing to deep carmine, which need close examination to reveal their

full beauty. Wings large, edged with clear blue (as in Lottie

Eckford), which lessens as it goes into the body of wings.

Contrasting shades

(Standards and wings in differing tints)

Little Dorrit Standards large, broad, and expanded, notched at apex; color

a sharp, crisp carmine-pink; wings well-proportioned, almost white,

suffused very lightly with a delicate pink, hardly noticeable until

the season advances. Stems long and slender, usually three-

flowered and set well apart, which shows them off to good advan-

tage. Remarkable for its long season of blooming.

Extra Early In our trials has proven itself by far the earliest flowering

Blanche Ferry Sweet Pea. Our first bloom appeared March 25th, from seed

sown the latter part of December, making it a month earlier than

any other variety, under the same conditions. Although germi-

nating well, the young plants appeared to have a rather weak,

spindly growth, some making but a single shoot, tw^elve to

eighteen inches tall, and then beginning to flower; but, as the
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Contrasting shades— Continued

season advanced, and assisted by a good rain, tlie vines began

throwing-out laterals, which, considering their earliness, bore

abundant bloom. On heavier soil, when they began blooming a

week later, they made a moderately vigorous growth from the

beginning, and bloomed profusely. Color and form identical

with Blanche Ferry.

BlancheFerry Standards a pale shade deeper than Little Dorrit, and not

(Same as .ff/Kj/i- quite as large; wings almost pure white, sometimes shading to

ing Slide ax\d ]|gh{ purplish pink. Stems usually three-flowered, and of

^Painted^Lady)
Sood length and strength. Very vigorous, and a profuse bloomer.

Early.

Duke of On the plan of, though not so large as, Blanche Ferry, but

York standards deeper in color; wings of a pinkish tint, lightly suff"used

with primrose and pale purple. Standards slightly reflexed,

which gives them an elongated appearance; wings large and

spreading. Stems of good length, usually three-flowered (some-

times four); medium vigorous; moderately profuse. Sufficiently

distinct from other pink-and-whites to render it worthy of culture.

Empress of Very similar to Blanche Ferry, but considerably later.

India

Painted Lady Flowers not so broad and expanded as Blanche Ferry. Stand-

(Sameas ards inclined to reflex. The most vigorous grower and profuse

Nellie jaynes.) bloomer of its class.

Variegated sorts

Orange—rose

Aurora A striking flower in its rich, bright orange stripes and flakings

on a white ground, all the more beautiful by reason of its expanded,

grandiflora form. A companion flower to Mrs. Joseph Chamber-

lain, and all said to that variety's credit applies with added force

to Aurora.

*Coronet Same tinted markings as Aurora, except that stripes are finer

and closer together. Standards explanate and nearly circular,

slightly notched at apex; a large, handsome flower, usually bear-

ing three-flowered stems.
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Rose

Mrs. Joseph Of extra fine form and large size, possessing all the best

Chamberlain qualities of habit, etc. Color, white ground, heavily striped and

flalced with deep, clear rose; of good substance; varies sliglitly in

strength of markings, some flowers being more heavily striped than

others. Stems extra long, three or four-flowered, and finely

arranged. The deep rose tint in the calyx and pedicel adds much

to the general harmony of color. One of our most vigorous

growers and profuse bloomers; blooming season long.

Mikado A selection from Mrs. Joseph Chamberlain, and has many points

in common with that variety. Markings just the reverse of

Chamberlain— that is, deep rose predominates— presenting the

appearance of rose ground with white stripes, rather than white

ground with rose stripes. This variety must become thoroughly

fixed before it will be generally approved.

Gaiety Was classed high among the striped varieties previous to the

advent of Mrs. Joseph Chamberlain. IMuch lighter than Chamber-

lain in effect, because of scantiness of stripes which are bright,

rosy lilac, most prominent in center of standard and almost lost

toward the side margins; ground white, stems long and stifl!", three

or four-flowered.

Pink

Ramona Has proven itself worthy of high rank; a large, perfectly-

formed flower, of fine substance and attractive markings, which

closely resemble Duchess of York, of which it is probably a

hooded form. It appears thoroughly fixed, the fault with Duchess

of York being its inclination under certain influences to run to an

almost pure white. Color, creamy white ground, delicately

striped and barred with soft pinkish purple, these markings more

prominent in some blooms than in others. Stems long and strong,

three or four-flowered. A vigorous grower and profuse bloomer.

Duchess Stands high, though it lacks the hooded form now so popular.

of York It h^is perhaps the broadest expanse of standard of any variety,

specimens measuring forty millimeters in diameter at the broadest

point. Color, creamy white gromid, delicately flaked and striped

with soft pinkish-purple. Elegant and refined. Stems long and

strong, usually three-flowered. A good grower and free bloomer.
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*Striped

Celestial

Juanita

Gray Friar

Senator

Princess

of Wales

Bluish Maovc
A delicate variegation of clear mauve, appearing in stripes

and flakes on a white ground. More strongly marked, and holds
its color better than Juanita. Has the form and other good points
of Celestial. Its great drawback the past season has been low
percentage of germination.

Of good size and form, but we do not admire its " bleached"
appearance. Its pale mauve or lavender stripes on light ground
are not distinct enough to give it individuality. It looks very
much like a striped variety familiar to us for several seasons,

as a Countess of Radnor deterioration, like which it varies con-

siderably in its degrees of color, and is in that regard unre-

liable. A vigorous grower, usually bearing three flowers on a
stem, but sometimes only two.

Speckled effect

A flower distinct in color and markings, and of good size and
form. General effect gray, and, with its fine speckled " pepper-
and-salt " variegations, certainly odd and attractive. A small

percentage runs to Senator, which fault continued careful selection

will overcome. A good grower and abundant bloomer.

Chocolate and Purplish Mauve

A fine, large, dark-striped flower; bold, yet finely formed.

Standards white ground, heavily striped with chocolate and some
little purple. A striking flower, with three to four blooms on
extra long stems. A very vigorous grower, bearing an immense
amount of bloom.

Of excellent form and size. It closely resembles Senator; its

color, however, is considerably lighter, the so-called chocolate

shadings being replaced by purplish mauve stripes. A vigorous

grower and profuse bloomer; stems of good length, usually bearing

three, sometimes four, flowers. We believe that Senator

embodies all that is desirable in this unpopular shading, hence

we recommend the expulsion of Princess of Wales from the lists.
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Scarlet and Crimson

America A crimson-scarlet, irregularly striped variety, running to nearly
solid color along the suture in the standards, the white ground
showing most toward either side. Wings clear carmine,
striped. Form old type; medium large; explanate standards.
Inclined to run to Queen of the Isles, from which it is a selection.

The better blooms are attractive, but America must be carefully

grown to distinguish it from the parent stock, which is more
evenly marked. A good grower and bloomer.

Daybreak Standards old type, with more or less prominent notch in apex;
of good size, broad and explanate, with delicate veinings of bright

scarlet lake and carmine finely woven into narrow, wavy rays,

and set one above the other; ground white, and most exposed
along the margin. Reverse side of standard more intense and
with less detail. Wings white, penciled with carmine toward the

inner edges. A vigorous, upright grower, bearing good stems,

usually three, sometimes only two-flowered. A free bloomer.

Red and Form and size similar to ^;«fr;V<r, but a more distinctly striped

White Striped variety— crimson-scarlet on white ground. Stems usually three-

flowered. One of the most profuse bloomers. Very vigorous.

Queen of

the Isles

Old type, red and white variegated, varying considerably in

the intensity of its markings,— some flowers benig very finely and
closely striped and spattered, others delicately penciled, pro-

ducing the " watered " effect found in Daybreak, and some again

being deeply blotched and striped, as in America. The reverse

of standard heavily clouded; wings but lightly striped. A good
grower and free bloomer. A superfluous variety.

Tricolor

*Colombia A tricolored variegated variety, odd and attractive in its

markings. Standards crimson-rose striped on white ground.

Wings pale bluish-mauve striped on white ground. Well

(ormed old type, of medium size. A medium vigorous grower;

free flowering. Worthy of a place in every large collection,

because of its interesting shadings.
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Cupid (In habit ofgrowth).—Perfectly dwarf, hugging the ground very

closely; height of vine, five to eight inches; a single plant spreads

over an area ten to eighteen inches in diameter. Its procumbent

stems (using the term stems in its strictly botanical meaning)

are thick and closely jointed, branching at frequent intervals, each

lateral bearing three to a dozen or more short, stiff, usually three,

sometimes four-flovvered peduncles, three to four inches in length.

Foliage dense, and deep green; leaflets small; tendrils stubby.

Flowers pure white and of good substance, tnuch resembling

Emily Henderson, but not quite as large. A vigorous, compact

grower, very floriferous, showmg in the height of season more

flower than foliage. Pot culture of Cupid, in our experience, has

proven a failure; but outdoors its growth is satisfactory.

Red (/« form of flower).— In this variety we have a fixed

Riding-Hood type, and an absolutely new departure in form. When fully

developed, the standard and wings are a pleasing rosy pink,

shading to blush-white at the calyx; the keel, which is almost com-

pletely enveloped, being nearly pure white. Although unusually

robust in habit, it is early flowering, and in plenitude and con-

tinuity of bloom, it excels other existing sorts. The standard

is diminutive, and peculiarly convoluted, forming a hood aruund

the wings, which protrude in wavy form, lending a novel and

pleasing character to the flower. The fragrance surpasses, in a

marked degree, that of other varieties of Sweet Peas. The length

and rigidity of the stems are remarkable.

Bride of Doubles.—In coloring, growth, and general habit like Painted

Niagara Lady, but standards double, or treble, to the extent of from twenty

to forty per cent.—a larger general average than found among

the many so-called double varieties. Standards measuring fifty

millimeters and over are not uncommon, thouuh, of course, they

consist of two or three pai-ts. Although we have not approved

double Svveet Peas as a "general culture" flower, still this

variety seems sufficiently wayward in its tendencies to merit a

place in the collection of anyone seeking curious vagaries in form

of flower. Bride of Niagara is very florescent.
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Sunset Novelty Supplement

Announcement of Sunset Sweet Pea Novelties not yet presented to

the public, but available for introduction in season J 898-9

Sunset

Novelty A
An entirely distinct color {noi tint) from any

existing variety of Sweet Pea. General color-

effect dark blue; standards brilliant royal

purple; wings pure violet; the whole flower

eleg^antly veined in sharp relief. A most vigorous

grower. Blooms of approved form, generous size,

parchment-like texture and remarkable substance.

Stems usually bear three flowers, occasionally

four. When they begin to fade, they assume an

antique silver-gray cast, but maintain a stately

mien up to the moment the petals fall.

A valuable color innovation.
Toronto. Canada, Oct. 5, 1897.

No. 110, a very beautiful violet pua. so iicail\' like a hunch of
vii'kts in color at a short disiauce, thai il would he ditfu uit to
(lisliiii;iiish. This, from a couiinercial |>uiiu of \ie\v, I consider
tile l)est of the wluilc lut, as it is quite tiislincl in color from any
other l^ea in cuitu alum, iriaining its color well; had \ei> seldom
less than three llnw^ 1 s on a stem; is of line slunly owlh,
standing at this moment a foot higher than au\- of the other seed-
lings. The standards are large and expanded, and when hunched
the color makes a beautilul 'cotitrast with Mrs. licklord or
Blanche i^llrpee. f rc.«;ret that I onl\' had one plant of this, as If I

could have shown llu' coinnniltt' ( l\>roulo H orticiill n ral Society)
a good bunch ul the tlowcis. 1 think the\' would lia\e issued a
diploma. If you have stock ot tliis and intenti to introduce it, I

would suggest that you name it "Violet." Eowin Uti.kv.

Oii.iiov, Ca[-,, Sept. 17, 1S07.

In the blue you have a decided new color, and one that I

think will he appreciated by all Suiel I'ea lo\'eis It is a color
that I have been looking for hut nevei louml, and 1 atn a little

sorry that you got ahead of me. liut 1 will s.iy iliat I bail witli

delight ainthing tliat has merit in the Sweet I'c.i line, and so I

couHralulate you upon this variety, and hope thai \oii will profit

financiallj', which you deserve by introducing a meritorious article.

Waldo Rohnkrt.

RoAKiNc; Spring, Pa.. Aug. 21, 1897.

One of them (unnamed Sweet Pea Novelties), a very dark
plum, almost a grape, may be said to be the darkest Sweet Pea
in existence. I am sorry that I did not have the opportunity to
test it Sa.m a. Hamilton.
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Sunset Largest flowered of all Sweet Peas. Single florets from

Novelty B four-flowered stems measure forty-two millimeters in diameter. Of
bold, expanded type, with nearly circular standards, wings pro-

portionally large, finely located and poised on stems- Markings

delicate and refined. On first opening, a large percentage of the

buds are a rich creamy straw yellow (not primrose) on back-

ground in standard, which is suffused with delicate stripes and

flakes of ciimson-pink (Blanc's Chart), deepest at the mid-suture

and extending along the upper margin. The sharp, definite pen-

cilings at the throat, a few lines of which extend well up into the

body of the standard, add interesting detail. Wings pure white,

narrowly edged with heliotrope. A flower elegant in the extreme,

possessing extra vigor, abundant florescence, early flowering

qualities, and long, stiff, yet graceful, stems, bearing three and

four perfect flowers,- of large size, even if grown under unfavorable

conditions. One stem makes a large boutonnaire, two stems

an ample corsage bouquet.

Sunset The first striped v&neXy possessing white wings— a peculiarly

Novelty C attractive departure from the long list of striped varieties which

show variegations equally abundant in wings as in standards.

Standards prettily striped with crimson-scarlet on white ground.

A sport from Red and White Striped, which variety it resembles

in form, size, and habit, though earlier flowering. An excellent

florist's flower. It usually bears three flowers, gracefully borne

on medium long stems. We consider it one of the, freest bloom-

ing varieties, vigorous, and of good habit.

Sunset An entirely new departure, being a diminutive

Novelty D Sweet Pea, not a dwarf, and well-proportioned in

every detail. Interesting^ in the e.xtreme, can be

grown and bloomed in a tluiinb-pot (two and a lialf

inches in diameter), and is an ideal bloomer; bears

quaint little flowers, whose standards barely cover a

dime, yet are of perfect form. When in full flower, its

many blossoms remind one of tiny, sporting butter-

flies. Standards a liglit suffusion of magenta-lilac,
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Sunset Novelty D

—

Coniinued

deepest toward the margins, sparingly penciled with
sharp lines of deeper tint. Wings whitish, suffused

along the margins with pure lilac. Usually bears two
flowers on a stem, and the stems are also diminutive

and in fine proportion to size of the plant. When
supported, the vine grows from one stem, somewhat
after the habit of the branching aster. Average
height, twelve inches in field culture. Foliage small,

and daintily harmonizing with the general habit of

the plant. The only Sweet Pea flower that can be
worn on its foliage.

Most delicate of all the pinks, only a faint trace of color

appearing on its otherwise pure flake-white surface. Contrasts
from Blanche Burpee as much as Golden Gleam or Mrs. Eckford.
Of elegant form, and thoroughly in accord with the highest
approved type.

A rich shade of delicate pink, coming between the above and
California. Most color shown in standards, the effect of which is

close to that of the rare tint found in Alice Eckford, but with the
perfect form of tlie finest grandiflora type. As the flower ages,

it becomes more delicate, but never presents a faded appearance.

A superior crimson and white striped, of ideal grandiflora
type, expanded form. As the flower ages, the crimson assumes
a darker color, as in Mars, which adds to, rather than detracts

from, its color effect— these varying tints being found in no other

of the striped sorts.

A deep heliotrope-mauve striped, of fine form and medium large

size, differing from allied sorts in its strong, bold color, whicli gives

it ample distinctiveness and renders it worthy of trial by all who
admire the improved variegated varieties.
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Sunset

Novelty I

Sunset

Novelty

^49er

Available for Introduction in Season 1899-1900

A dwarf Primrose, identical in hal)it and general character-

istics witli the original Cupid, but instead of being pure white,

as is its parent, its color is a distinct primrose-yellow, fully as

intense as our Golden Qleam; the form of the flower is similar

to that of Primrose, standards as large as, and even broader

than, that variety; petals of strong substance, which gives the

flower lasting qualities. Its uniformly three-flowered stems are

produced in great profusion, and, backed by strong vigorous

constitution, low compact habit of growth, remarkable

florescence, and soft color effect, this variety is an ideal bedding

plant. We recommend its trial to all who are interested in

Sweet Peas.

See pages 38 and 39.







THE EVOLUTION OF SWEET PEA

RED RIDING-HOOD
So much interest has this departure of form excited that

a brief history of its evolution is perhaps worthy of a place
in this Sweet Pea Review. It is reasonably conclusive that
Red Ridins; Hood originated from Splendour or Her Majesty stock,
and that, through some unknown natural law, it began to
warp by the giving-way of the cell-structure of the standard.
At first this was but slightly noticeable, just as in the case of
many of the more highly bred types which show a tendency to
wander, but usually recover their normal form a following season,
grown from their own seed. Red Riding-Hood, however, seems to
have cavorted with fixed determination, step by step, until the
perfect hooded form of this quaint flower—"The Children's
Flower"—was reached. Since its discovery, large areas devoted
each year to its culture have presented flowers uniformly true to
the type—certainly remarkable from a scientific standpoint, as well
as interesting to the layman.

The series of studies in our Frontispiece are made from
actual bloom development, and show better than can be described
by words the striking forms this remarkable variety assumed in

the various stages of its evolution.

The charm does not vanish

New York, July 24, 1897.

RkI) Ru)INg-Hooij.—Tliis variety grows upon one. Like some otiier good
things, one must acquire a taste for tliem. It has been universally admired in

niy garden this year, and it is an exponent of the highest type of tile art of

selection. It is a matter of patience in many cases to select a color or shade,

but to select up a freak of nature is genius, pure and simple. It is extremely

fragrant, and has the typical stem,—long and slender, but strong. The wings

are the deepest ro.se, while the abortive standard is a transparent cream, fused

like rose. It should have a place in every collection.— The Florists Exchange,



" The days of old,

" 'pie. days off^old^
" 'J'hti days of '49.^'



Startling Sunset Sweet Pea Novelty,

So YELLOW that no other name would do.

AN EXQUISITE FLOWER, THE
ACME OF PERFECTION AMONG
SWEET PEAS. Foremost in rarity of tint,

in elegance of form, in size and vigor,—we can
trLily say tliis is the highest type thus far
developed in the Sweet Pea family. It is the
first true yellow self yet introduced, being a
delicate, yet distinct, soft, sulphur yellow,
hitherto entirely unknown in the Sweet Pea
world. Standards of immense size, gracefully
lapping inwardly, and often measuring 45
millimeters in diameter, in field culture.
Has exceptionally long stems, bearing three
finely poised flowers of ideal expanded grandi-
flora type, surpassing, in respect to these points,
every other known variety. Texture and sub-
stance firm and of remarkable fineness and dura-
bility, giving the bloom keeping qualities unusual
in the highly-bred types.

In vigor of constitution, this Sweet Pea '4 per
stands pre-eminent, each successive blooming the
past season showing better than its predecessor,
and the last flowers on the vine being as good as
any of the entire crop.

The variety is white-seeded. This insures
absence of foreign tint. Hitherto varieties with
yellow tintings have contained some pink or
purple contamination, because of being dark
seeded. No other variety known in Siveet
Peadoin inspires so much confidence as this apdy
named jewel— '49er.
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DONT fail to observe

a few Simple Sweet Pea Suggestions

DON'T s^P^ct Sweet Peas to thrive in soil too poor for any

other culture, or in a sunless location. They need,

as nearly as possible, a free clay loam, moderately rich and freely

cultivated.

DON'T s'ia"o"'- P'^"' "''^ seeds not less than two

inches deep, and, as the plants become established,

bank the soil against them, repeating this two or three times

throughout the season.

DON'T over-feed. With a view to obtaining vigorous growth

and profusion of bloom, bone, in some form, is the

best fertilizer. Nitrate of soda will do for a "hurry-up" stimu-

lant, should such be needed; but use it sparingly.

DON'T gather the blooms grudgingly. The more you cut,

the longer the vine will continue to flower.

DON'T '° make a good selection before you sow.

j^Qjs^>'J' try to raise seed and have fine flowers at the same •

time. They don't go together.
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WHAT THEY SAY
about Sunset Seed and Plant Go's

Sweet Pea Review

[First and Second Editions]

The Press

Monday, Jan. n, 1897.
" SwKET Pea Rkvikw."—From the

Sunset Seed and Plant Company comes
a copy of the second edition of their

"Sweet Pea Review." It is full of
vatuahle information as to colors,

growth, and vitality of the Sweet Pea,

given in a concise form, compiled as a
result ol critical notes made during;

the ijrowiii.u: season ot iSgs-96. Several
illustrations are given of the llower,

and the work must prove valuable to

growers of Sweet Peas, whether as
amateurs or professionals.— TV/f 'Jas-

manian News,

St. Paul, Minn., Nov., 1896.
" SwKK r Pka Rkvihw."— Handsome

hooklft of 32 pages, containing complete
classification in color-groujis according
to typt". with recommendations for tlie

expulsion of the least desirable sorts.

Conipilctl from critical notes made
during Sweet Pea growing st-asons of

1895-96, with comparative chart and
numerous illustrations. Sunset Seed
and Plant Co., San Francisco.—
American Home and Garden.

Detroit, Mich., Dec. 14. iSg6.

The Sunset Seed and Plant Com-
pany of San Francisco has issued a
pretty little booklet of thirty-two pages,
enlllkd llic" Sweet Pea Review." and
eonlainiiig complete elassificalion in

color-groups, according to type, with
reconiniendations for the expulsion of
the least desirable sorts.

—

Free Press.

San Francisco, Dec. 5, 1896.

A dainty brochure has been issued
by the Sunset Seed and Plant Company
of this city. It is called ilu- "Sweet
Pea Review *' and contains \ .ihiable

data concerning th.at fragrant Iluwer,

in its thirty-two [iages.—jPaci/ic Town
Talk.

The People

Indian Orchard, Mass.,
Nov. 1 1, r?96.

You can hardly appreciate the feeling
of pleasure I had when I took your
'" Sweet Pea Review" out of the post-
office to-day. It was a fresh surprise,
but as I read it I wanted to thank you
more and more. I have, before writing
this written forthe"American Florist
my feeling about the book, whicli I hope
they will publish. You have accom-
plished what you have aimed at, and
made a <k'scriptive review of the
varieties that hardly admits of criti-

cism. I thank \'ou for the impartial
and painstaking work, anti it might
well be used for the standard reference.
It is refreshing to see sucli an expert
judgment passed on the varieties. I

hope the book will have wide circula-
tion. (Rev.) W. T. HuTCHiNS.

Nkvv York, Nov. 14. 1896.

VVe are in receipt of your favor of
November 7th, accompanied with a
little work on "Sweet Peas." We
have not had a chance to look it over,
but shall do so to-night. In casually
glancing it over, we notice the list of
Sweet Peas reconnnended for being
discarded. We think this is a step in

the right direction. Wiih thanks.
PiiTiiR Henderson & Co.

Ithaca, N. Y., Oct. 21, 1S96.

I have received your little "Sweet
Pea Review, ' and I want to compliment
you upon the work. It strikes me
as being an exceed ingl\- usetul t> pe
of publication, and ()ne wbieh is eajiable

of pulling valuable facts and results up-
on record. Thanking vou lor the copy.

(Prof.) L. H. Bailey.
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—

Continued

The Press The People

Springfikld. Mass., Dec. 5, iSg6.
How to classify Sweet Peas and tell

the variety name of any blossom is

simply explained in " Sweet Pea
Review," from the Sunset Seed and
Plant Company of San Francisco.

—

Springfield Homestead.

"Sweet Pea Review" is the title of
an attractive pamphlet by tlie Sunset
Seed and Plant Company of San Fran-
cisco, Gal. It is a series of critical
notes made during the Sweet Pea
season of 1S95-96. They do not speak
encouragingly of the double Sweet
Pea, but recommend dropping it. The
little book should be in the hands of all

who love these beautiful flowers.— The
New York Farmer.

San pRANcrsco, Nov. 14, iSy6.
The prettiest thing in the way of a

floral publication that we have seen for
manyadayisthe "Sweet Pea Review."
just issued by the Sunset Seed and
Plant Company. It has been compiled
from careful notes madi- (Itiiin;^ the
Sweet Pea growing season of i^ t^ gij.

with comparative chart and handsome
illustrations.—/'fla^Jc Rural Fress.

MiLWAUKKE, den ig December, i8g6.
Sunset Seed and Plant Co., San Fran-

cisco, Cal., haben ein sclioenes, 32 hei-
ten umfassendes Huechlein ueber die
Cultur der Sweet Pea herausgegeben.
In demselben sind die Sweet Peas nach
Farben und Typen gruppirt und liei

jeder Abart Bemerkun.ti:<-ri u<lxr ihre
Eigenschafteii und licol)ai hiimgcn die
man waehrend der verliossemu Saison
machte, enthalten. VVie weit es die
richtige Zuechtung bringen kaiin, er-
sehen wir daraus. da-^s wciss his
roth ail'.- farbeiisi li.iiijniii-.ii In

1

sen so sclidencii M /w Uw^V w snid
und dieselbe audi ( uiisiaiil crlialteii

werden.— i'itf Acker- df Gartetibau-
Zeitung.

Sam Francisco. Nov. 14,1896.
The "Sweet Pea Review," a little

book published by the Sunset Seed and
Plant Company, is to hand, and
furnishes much interesting reading,
besides giving valuable information on
Ihesubjii t Irrated (»f. I'lic Sweet Pea
is so popular a l)l«>ssoni that the pam-
f)hlet will be of service to all Mower
overs the world over.

—

News Letter.

Floral Park, N.Y., Nov. i,^. i8g6.
I am in receipt of your little booklet,
the "Sweet Pea Review," lor which
please accept my thanks. 'I'lie specia;
list will fnid much of interest, much to
assist in his favorite work.

C. L. Alles.
In November, iSg6, we received the

"Sweet I*ea Review," iniblished by ihe
Sunset Seed and Plant Conipaii>", of San
Fraiuisci). "fhe desi riplions given
were evidently the result ot such close
observatiun lii.it we wiote our friend,
Mr James Sprtmie, the Manager, to ask
if we could publish in our forthcoming
book his descriptions of Blanche
Burpee, Kmily Henderson, and Cui)id.
the ihree varieties that ha\e occas-
ioned so much discussion in the horti-

cidtural press. Mr. Spioule wired
immediately, giviii'^ consent to our
publisliiiii; as mm h as wo ilesircd. We
ha\e avaded oursehes, therefore, of
his kiufl |)erniissi(m to reprint the
desciiptions of the most important
introdui. tu.iis ni' iSi/i, although in some
cases our opiniiiiis ai r sliL^htK- d illereiit.

This and tin ihifr [).i;.;es following are
from the " Sweet I'ea Review."

W. Aflkk BuRi'KK, Philadelphia.

Indian Orchard, Mass.,
Dec. 2, 1896.

I am glad to fmd you are working
on the good, better, best plan in mak-
ing thai " Sweet I'ea Ke\ iew " a stand-
ard <ies< iipti\"e list. I so ( cmsjcit 1 it.

As soon as 1 get :in hour, I am ,L;<iirig

over it in a more thorough \\ a> . Hnl it

seemed to me to be very J usl a 1 id

accurate. Mr. Vau,ghan was w rii ing
the C)ther da\' for ni\' opinion of the
novelties, and I reliMretl liini lo \(iur

book. to|- \-nM ha\ eii large field lo judge
the ln-st and truest types from. I am
am;^/ed at the c lose accuracy of detail
in your deseriplions. I shall send soon
lor a hatcli of them. I stippuse the
"American Florist " will print my
notice of the book next week.

(Rev.) W. T. Hu I CHINS.

Boston, Mass., Nov. 14, i8g6.

We are in receipt of your pamphlet
on Sweet Peas, for which you will

please accept our thanks Wc think
your suggestions are very good,
that inan\' of the varieties shoukl be
dropped, as ilure are at the present
time altogether loo many tliat ate loo
nearly alike

SCHLKGIiL & FoTTLliR (W:.
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What they say

—

Continued

The Press The People

Pktall'ma, Cal., Dec. 9, 1896.

The Sunset Seed and Plant Company
has issued a delicate souvenir in its

annual "Sweet Pea Review." Flexible,
illustrated, uncut, elegant. It is a
worthy and appropriate reminder of
this branch of tlie lupinia.— Thf Daily
Courier.

Dec. 12, 1896.

"Sweet Pea Review." a pamphlet
of thirty two pages, ^ classified
description of all the best new and okl
varieties of Sweet Peas, illusirated
with several halftone plates. Pub
lished b\- the Sunset Si.-ed and Plant
Ci>tn|iany, San Kiancisco, Amer-
ican A,sr/cu/furiii.

San Francisco, Dec. 6, 1S96.

The " Sweet Pea Review" has been
published by the Sunset Seed and
Plant Company. it contains many
pictures of Sweet Peas and sweet-pea
Si^rdens in California, and will be
regarded with interest hy llovver-

lovers.— 7/te Examiner.

RocMKSTHR, N.Y., Dec, 1S96.
SVVKKT PKAS AND SWKKT PkAS.—The

Sunset Seed and Plant Cninpany, of
California is dnini; a i^nat tkal in the
way of raisins; Swii-t IV:is. and has
lately issued a p unphlt-l called "Sweet
\\-.\ l<e\ leU'," in wiiu li the pi'ineipal

varieties imw in 1. iilti\ation are
described. ()l llie •Sweet Pe:i hieview"
as a whole we lia\e onK- words of praise.
It well desciibes a gieal number of
varieties, and tlie original notes on
them are valuable, especiallv to com-
mercial growers.— Fi'c-^'j Illustrated
Moiithlv A/ai;a^iue.

Nov. 12, 1896.

"SwKKT Pf.a Rkvikw." —Valuable
and daintily gotten up is tlie booklet ol"

tliirt>' two pages bearing the title,

"Sweet Pea Review," just issued by
the Sunset Seed and Plant Company,
of this I'ity. It contains a complete
classificaiion of this dclieaU- lluwer,
atcoidin;; l<i type, icconnn .ndal ions
lor tlu- e\|)ulsion of the least desirable
sorts, and a numhei' ol tinu K "

I >onl's
"

The whole is coinpiKtl licm i ritical

notes madeduriiig the Sweet IV .i grow-
ing season of iSgs-yt), and is hand-
somely illustrated with hall-tone
engravings. A comparative chart is

not the least appreciated feature of the
little work.— Cfl///"or«m Fruit Grower.

Boston, Nov. 16, 1896.

Your favor of the 7th inst. duly
received, also the "Sweet Pea Review,"
for which we thank you. We will try
to made gocid use of' it. A little later,

we will write >ou regarding Sweet
Peas for another season, as our Mr.
Dodds is away for thcjiresent.

Thomas W. Emkrson & Co.

Boston, Mass., Nov. 14, 1S96.

We beg to acknowledge with thanks,
receipt of >oui' bamlsonie book. Ihe
"Sweet Pea Re\iew." W'c have only
had opporttmity lo gi\'e it a casual
glance, but already we appreciate its

value, and we are glad to possess a
work such as yours is

A. Smith, Manager.
CJosHPH UkkciC & Sons.)

RosroN, Mass., Nov. 17, 1S96.

Accept, please, our tlianks for a copy
of the admirable little "Sweet Pea
Rc\ ic\v." We iKHe the accnr.ice with
wdiieh the x ari-.-liesar^' described, gi\ iiig

a vaiue lo the work which we fully

appreciate. R. & J. P'akqi;hak & Co.
(Roiu:kt I'arquhar.)

Phii.aoeuphm, Nov. 13. 1S96.

Please accept best thanks for the book
on Sweet Peas just at hand. It appears
to be a very practical booklet on the
article, and, no doubt, will do you a
great deal of good.

HliNRY F. MlCHELL.

CincAco, Ii.i... Nov. II, 1896.

Wo acknn\vled'.,-e \ ours .>f the ylh,

also Ihe Review ..I Sweet I'e.ts." We
thank \-nit \ i. r\- nnu h, indeed, lor this
jinliliealion It is \ alnable tons, and we
consider il a gottd work w hich the trade
geucrall\- must appreciate.

W. W. Barnard & Co.

RiCMMoxn. Inoiana, Nov. id, 1896.

We return nnr best thanks for your
beailtilul I>hh Inm,' on Sweel Peas; il is

exquisitely gollen up. ;ui<l m.d'ics us
wish that we knew nun c aboiu tlu ni.

Thanking you again lor \<Mn- kind-
ness. ' F. t;. Hill v^c Cd.

Di-:iroit, Mich., Nov. 13, 1S96.

We must extend >ou our thanks for

the copv of your "Sweet Pea l\c\ iew"
received to-day. We have 11. .1 \ '. \ had
time to read it, but are conlnKni a
perusal of it will be both useful and
enjoyable. D. M. Fhrry & Co.
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The Press The People

Washington, D. C, Dec. 1896.
"Sweet Pea Review," published by

the Sunset Seed and Plant Company,
San Francisco. A pretty little booklet
on the subject of .Sweet Peas, compar-
ing the various varieties and colors,
with a few sug-yestions lor their proper
care- A book that will be welcome to
all interested in these flowers.— 7//tf

American Fanner.

Louisville, Kv., Dec 1896.
" SwKKT Pka Rhvihw." — The Sun-

set Seed and Plant Company, of San
Francisco, Cal., has just issued a
handsome booklet of thirty-two pages,
containing a complete classification in

color-groups, according to type, of all

the best Sweet Peas. Only the most
desirable sorts are recommended. The
work is compiled from critical notes
made during the growing season of the
Sweet Pea of 1S95-96. The pamphlet
is handsomely illustrated, and contains
a comparative chart.

—

Soulkern Flor-
ist and Gardener.

San Francisco, Oct. 18. 1897.
A Book on Svvkkt Pkas.—" Sweet

Pea Review" is a very neat and well-
written little volume that was needed,
for the Sweet Pea fad is a healthy one
and lasting. All the different varieties
of these delicate, sweet-scented blos-
soms of beauty are, in the Review,
arranged in color groups and classified

according to type. There are also
many valuable critical notes and much
information of a practical and scientific
character. To quote the words of
Mr. Sproule's preface :

'* A brief,

definitely worded 'Review of Sweet
Peas' must prove interesting to the
horticultural world. Accuracy has
been aimed at, and our conclusions,
derived from the broad plane o. practi-
cal experience gained m our own seed-
growing domain, arc trustworthy.
Copious notes and endless comparisons
in our fields are here condensed into
convenient and practical form, and
while not perhaps perfect in every
respect they will be foun(l peculiarly
convenient. It is our effort, by co-
operation, to still further ennoble the
charming Sweet Pea, and in pursuance
o( that etid the present little publica-
tion, the fruit of recreative moments
snatched from a busy life, is respect-
fully tendered to flower lovers."

—

San
Francisco Call.

Detroit, Mich., Nov. 16, i8g6.

We have read quite carefully and with
much interest the " Sweet Pea Review"
you so kindly sent iis, and have thought
some notes of our experience on some
of the points touched upon would be of
interest to you
Mrs. Saiikev: Although this is often

classed as a white, we think it a mis-
take to do so. As a white it certjunly is

not equal to either Blanche Burpee or
Emily Henderson, but as grown here
it is an exquisitely cielicate siiade of
pink, whicli shows to best advantage
when the flowers are bunched, aiul
makes the variety well worthy of a
place even in a small collection. We
think selection should be made with
the view of retaining this pink lint

rather than to eliminate it.

Kathi'iine Iraiy: Altliough this lias

some resLmlilaiu I' in color to Mrs.
Gladstoni-, it tlid not orij^inalc from that
variety, but is a sporl found in Kmily
Henderson, and has many points of
resetnhiance, in habit of vine, shape,
and poise of the (lower, etc., to that
variety, so that it has been called a pink
Emily Henderson. I liis. like the Mrs.
Sankey, shows to best advantage when
bunched, and as used in that way some
two flowered stems are an advantage
rather than otherwise, because of the
more graceful arrangement which they
permit, and when it does well a large
proportion of the stems are three
(lowered.
We are much pleased with what you

say under " A New Classilication." and
particularly with I he referein e lo lignres
where the var ious forms are compared
with cirt K s. We believe that this
reference to a circle is the key to a true
and really scienti(ic classification, but
many varieties as grown by us do not
show the form ^'our classification would
indicate. For instance, the standard of
Blanche Ferry measures more vertii ally
thati across, and its w idest ]);in is in ;u

the top, making it approai h iinci ted
pear shape. We would say that a care-
ful reading of your description of vari-
eties would lead us to think that the
delicate shades, prn li<'iilrtrlv of red, arc
more pj'onoiniLcd :iTid liuautiliil with us
than with yoii, wliili; (hr deeper shades,
especially of l»lues,an' sti onger with \ ou.

Cougralulaling >'ou on hein • al)le to
add so nuich lliat is valuable to tlie liter-

ature of this beamifid (lower, and thank-
ing you again for sending us a copv.

D. M. I"i;rkv & Co.
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SUNSET SEED AND PLANT CO.

What they ^z,y— Continued

The Press The People

Springfield, Mass.
We want to call attention to a valu-

able addition to our Sweet Pea liter-

ature. The Sunset Seed and Plant

Company, of San Francisco, who may
truthfully be called thepioneerj;iowers
of Sweet Pea seed in this covuitry, have
just issued a "Sweet Pea Review,"
which gives a remarkably accurate
and detailed description of all tlie

varieties known to the trade up to

1897. It is illustrated witli chart, and
tlie varieties are classified twice, first

by color and then by form. This will

be of Kreat assistance to every one who
wishes a knowledge of the varieties,

and to the trade especially. It may be
ordered of me. at the regular price of

25 cents. The Sunset Company, besides
introducing this year Red Riding
Hood, a new departure in furni ol

Sweet Peas, also have a new yelknv vari-

ety, which will be called Golden (Ikam.
and which is described as a >ellow
form of Blanche Burpee. Their exten-
sive seed farms are at Menlo Park, Cab,
surrounding the beaut ifnl residence
and estate of Mr. Hopkins, where they
grow what was once known as tlic

Hopkins strain of Swecl Peas, and
where they are now hohling wtrll their

re]Jutation as specialists in this lluwer.

Adimtional NovivI. I l ou is^".—
The Sunset Seed and P'ant Ccnipany,
ofSan Francisco, oilers a new primrose-
yellow, corresponding in size and form
with Blanche Burpee. Golden Gleam
is its name. It can only be obtained
of them this year as a premium —
Htitckins* Stveft Pea Annual /or iSqj.

CiiK A(,n, hiti. g, 1897.

SWEHT Pka Bi' AiTiii s. - The Sunset
Seed and Plant t.'oini>any, San Fran-
cisco, in a review ol the notes upon
tlie Sweet Peas grown by them the
past year, say HIanche Burpee and
Emilv IhndersDn (unibiiK' all the
desiraljle ipi.ilii irs lur whites, and
would cross oil all (itlui whiles from
first-class lists. Of the two. the first-

named is best. Ot yellows. Mrs Eck-
ford is the choice. This is described
as medium earlv. stems lour-flowered.
Prima Donna, Blushing Beauty, and
Royal Robe are the choice for pink;
Lady Penzance. Ovid, and Her Majesty
the three best for rose-colored; Firefly

for scarlet and Mars for crimson.—
The Farmet's Voice.

Toronto, Canada, Nov. 13, 1896.

I this morning received your very
valuable review of this beautiful

Ilower. You may hold that order for

a few days and I will thoroughly digest
the contents of this booklet and will

write yon again. In a hurried purusal
of this book, I might say that you
have sounded the correct keynote
when \'ou say thai Sweet Peas should
be relisted. This is exactly what I have
worried o\'cr all last season, and dealers
sliould lose no time in putting revision
of varieties into effect.

C. O. Bingham.

Cincinnati, Ohio, Nov. 13, i8q6.

We are in receipt of yours of the 7th,

also your " Review of Sweet Peas" for

which pkase accept our thanks. It is

(luite a valuable Ixjok. and it shall have
a |ilare alt to itself where the writer can
lay his liands on it at an>' minute.

J. Chas. McCullough & Co.

Ithaca. N, Y.. Jan. 6, 1S97.

Rei urning from an absence. I find the
two copies of tile second edition ol the
"Sweet Pea Review," and I am much
obliged to you for your courtesy in

remembering me You have improved
the book very tm|cli, which is the same
as saying that it is a very excellent
publication in everv way.

(Prof.) L. H. Bailev.

Pun ADM PIIIA. IV'C. 14. 1897.

I hww- read willi ver>' mncli interest

yoiu' " Swxel IVm Reviiw." and wuidd
Statclhere ism.ilnubl w haK\ i r that you
have j^iven the liesl dcsci iptious ot the
varieties ever pubhshetl. It is a work
of real value. I would thank you if

you send me two copies more for use at

the farm. W. Atlee Burpee.

Berkeley, Cal., Oct. 17. 1897.

I have read with deep interest your
"Sweet Pea Re\ie\\'." and desire to

express my gi alitu atlon at the ac* nracy

and coniipleteiK Ss ot tlie oI>sli \ alions

recorded. The appreciati\ e spirit ol the
composition and llie st\le ot the pub-
lication are befitting the service of so

elegant a flower. It should be in tiie

hands of every Sweet Pea grower
everywhere, and it will minister most
effectively to California's Sweet Pea
supremacy. tl''*»l. .1 Wukson,

Chair of Agiiculture and Horticul-
ture, State University.
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The Press

Adelaide, Australia,
Wednesday, Jan. 13, 1897.

Glorifying the Swket Pea —The
Sunset Seed and Plant Company, of
San Francisco, have sent us a copy of
a handsome booklet of thirty-two
pages, entitled the " Sweet Pea
Review," which contains a complete
classification of the bloom that gives
its title, in coIor-Kroups, according: to
type, with recommendations as to the
best means of obtaining the excision
of the least desirable sorts. Tht: infor-
mation has been compilt-d from critical

notes made during the -Sweet Pea grow-
ing season in 1895-96 Copious notes
and endless comparisons in the field

are condensed into concise and practi-
cal form, the effort being to still

further popularize tins pretty fiower.
The highest .y:r:uKlitlora forms appear
first, and tliL- c()l<M-gr<iups, willi the
different varieties fully described under
each heading, run in this order; Pure
while, approaching shades of yellow,
shades ol pink, shades o( rose, scarlet,
crimson, bttween scarlet and crimson,
mauve (bluish), reddish mauve,
magenta shading, approaching blue,
claret, and shades of deep maroon,
disti;ict blendings, contrasting shades,
variegated sorts and (ieparturcs. Then
there is a new classification, lugcther
with indices by color atiti varieties.
'I' he photographic illustrations are
most interesting, and there are added
some useful hints as to cultivation.

—

Thi^ Advertiser.

408 California Street.

"Sweet Pea Review." a handsome
booklet of thirty-two pages, containing
comjjlete classification in color groups,
according to type, with recommenda-
tions ffir the expulsion of the least
(leMialilc sorts. Anyone wanting
int<jrmat ion about Sweet Peas would do
well to read this Review, as they will

be astonished to find how little they
know upon the subject.— The Cali-
fornia Architect ana Building Ne'ws.

Washington, D.C,
Saturday, Dec. 26, 1896.

If you want to know all about Sweet
Peas and how to grow them, send to
Sunset Seed and Plant Company, San
Francisco, for their beautiful little

book on this subject.— TZ!*? IVoman's
Ti'tbune.

The People

Philadelphia, Dec. 10, 1896.

Your favor of the 2d inst. was
received yesterday, and ' to-day the
handsome eojiy of your "Sweet Pea
Review '* comes to hand. I am very
much obliged to you for your courtesy,
and have put the book in my pocket,
looking forward witli pleasure to il;u1

ing it at home. W. Ati i:i-: BuRPi-i--.

Glknfield, Pa., Dec. 7, 1896.

Accept Ihairks for copy of " Sweet
Pea Review" kindly sent me. I can
appreciate all the labor involved in

compiling such a work. We endeavor
from year to year to keep notes, and
lind this quite a task, as llie notes are
valueless, unless carefiilly and s>slein-

atically adjudged. We grow all the
.varieties, and it is a delight to me to

See the improvement in size and color.

With kind regards,
Tni:o. F. Bkckkrt,

NEWPORT, R. I., Nov. 23. 1896.

Your favor of the iith insl., enclosing
"Review of Sweet Peas," is at hrind.

We read the booklet witli pleasure,

and found it of great service to us in

the preparation of our order for 1S97-98.

The Geo. A. Weaver Co.

Wilmington, Del., Nov. 14, i8g6.

I beg to acknowledge, with thanks,
the receipt of your handsome and use-

ful "Sweet Pea RevicNv." I have not \'et

had time to more than jusi Imik tlimugh
it, but have no doulit ilial perusal will

be both i)rofilable and useful.

J. Jerome Smith.

Nashua, N. H,, Nov. 17, i8g6.

We are in receijit of the copy of the
"Review ofSweet Peas" that you mailed
us, and assure you that il will be duly
aj)precialed. We have jjlaced it among
our books of reference and, no doulit,

shall have occasion to use it often.

Thanking you for same.
A. H. DuNLAP & Sons.
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Burlington, Iowa,
Saturday, Jan. 23. 1S97.

"Sweet Pea Review," paper cover,
thirty-six pages, 25 cents. Published
by the Sunset Seed and Plant Company,
San Francisco, Cal. Alter almost a
decade of application to the growing
and study of the Sweet Pea, this com-
pany has prepared a little book entitled
"Sweet Pea Review." in wliose thirty-
six pages are condensed the result of

critical notes made durinj^; years ot
observation, culminating in the exten-
sive tests made by it during the Sweet
Pea growing season, 1^95-96. In this
work nearly one hundred varieties arc
described in detail. This review being
based on extended practical experi-
ence, readers are assured of rehability,
the important point in a work of refer-
ence. The classification of varieties
in color-groups, also according to size
and form, and the recommendations
(or expulsion of the least desirable
sorts, will be found a peculiarly con-
venient and useful feature. Several
fine illustrations, and a complete index,
bt)th by color-groups and by varieties,
greatly increase the value of the
work.— iTt/fw/HC Post.

Dec, iSgfi.

"Sweet Pea Review," by Sunset
Seed and Plant Company, San Fran-
cisco, Cal A neat little booklet of
thirty two pages. <k-sigiied as a review
of the more iirominenl Sweet I'cas in

present cultivation. To say the least,

it is extremely complete in its details,
even to the illustration of the various
types. The Sunset Cnmpany chiim
considerable expcrieme with Sweet
Peas, and this little bookki is compiled
from their own investigations. Toany
one inl crested in this popular llower
it cannot (ail to be a source from which
a fund of valuable information may be
gained — Monthly,

Another classification is given in the
Sweet Pea Review " of the Sunset

Seed and Plant Co., San Francisco,—

a

booklet which is invaluable lo au\'oiie

who desires full descriptions of
varieties.

The People

New York, Nov. 14, 1896.

We are obliged for the " Review of
Sweet Peas" received this morning.
From what we can see of it, it should
be a great help when the trade are
placing orders. Again thanking you.

WliEBER & Don.

Dallas, Texas, Nov. 13, 1896.

Wc are pleased to acknowledge
receijU of your "Sweet Pea Review.''
and thank you for compliments pre-
sented with same. We shall peruse it

with interest and pleasure and, wc trust,
with profit.

Texas Seed and Floral Co.

Washington, D. C, Oct. 22, 1896.

I hasten to acknowledge the receipt
of the " Sweet Pea Review *' which you
kindly sent to me. and to assure you
that I shall personali\- read it with a
great deal of satisfaction.

J. Stkrling Morton,
U.S. Sec. of Agriculture.

Washington, D.C. Dec. 15. 1S96.

Please accept thanks for your neat
and valuable brochure on Sweet Peas.

(Prof.) Gilbert H. Hicks,
U.S. Dept. of Agriculture.

Ni-\v York, Nov. 13, 1896.

We are much obliged for your inter-

esting book on Sweet Peas, which we
have duly received.

J. M. Thorburn & Co.

Palo Alto, Cal., Oct. 27, 1S96.

i wish to thank >-ou for a copy of
your artistic "Sweet Pea Review."
It is the most cotii]in lu nsiw and
accurate review of Swi i l IV.is that has
been published, and shoiikl lie icccivi'd

gratefully In Ihc llowcr-loving pul>lic.

I will adopt it asibc standard aulliority

on Sweet Peas in my work.
(Prof) Emorv E. Smith.

Chair of Agriculture, Stanford Uni-
versity.
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Chicago and New York,
Jan. 23, 1897.

" SwRET Pea Review." — Every
seedsman in the world should lift his

hat to the Sunset .Seed and PUnt Com-
pany, of San Francisco, in compliment
to them for publishing their descriptive

review of all the standard varieties of

Sweet Peas. 1 have taken nothing out

of the mail for a long tnne that suited

me so exactly. For five years we have
wanted somebody to prepare a thor

oughly complete descriptive list of all

the Sweet Peas, that should be a stand-

ard for reterence, and we have had
nothing so near the mark as this little

book. It could only be done by some-
one who had a large acreage of the

growing varieties to closely study It

has been done with scientific accuracy,

and with the evident intent to he

strictly impartial. There are thirty-

one pages of solid type, giving the

descriptions by color groups, each
group being arranged in the order of

merit. Size and form are perhaps
given first honor, although a rare color

sometimes takes pre-eminence. 1 do
not know whether it is .Mr. Sproule's

work or not, but whoever has mad^
this book is an exi)ert observer of the

smallest details of this flower, and has

followed closely its development. They
haveevidentlvlived among Sweet Peas

for several years. If they did not love

them, they could not have written such

perfect descriptions. There is first a

chart containing twelve figures. These
are twelve circles of uniform size, and

in each circle is a life-size outline of a
standard, beginning at Fig i with the
old and most inferior form of standard,
which looks small in the circle, and
progressing till Fig, 12 is filled out
with one of the most recently developed
novelties. There is no exaggeration
of size. At the end of the book the

entire list of varieties is classified

according to these twelve progressive
and variable forms of standard. There
are some very interesting halftone
cuts, one of a comparative study of

the five white varieties, another a

beautiful view of a field of Cupid that

ought to save that great novelty from
unjust disparagement, another of a
hybridizer at work, the pleasant sight

of which makes me envious, then a

cut showing the work of roguing.

Red Ridiug Hood comes in for a cut

also, 1 am sure the Sunset Company
will receive manv handshakes for this

admirable and practical idea which
they have put into print If any seeds-

man, florist, or amateur wants a
descriptive list that really describes,

they should get this little book. The
author says, " accuracy has been aimed
at," and he is a "pood shot," There
may he an occasional expression of

opinion in the book that is a little open
to question, but it supplies admirably
a felt need, and is so accurate in its

descriptions that I give my hand
heartily to the author and the pi b

lishers.— (K 7". Hiitchinsin The A"i-^n

can J^Utrist.
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reasons for mi
SPRING begins March 20, Vernal Equinox. j»

SUMMER begins June 20, Summer Solstice. ^
AUTUMN begins September 22, Autumnal Equinox.
WINTER begins December 21, Winter Solstice. ^

€clip$e$ for mi
In the year 1897 there will be Two Eclipses, both of the

Sun: J*JiJ(^jij(jijijijc^jtjt
1. An Annular Eclipse of the Sun February I, invisible at

San Francisco. •»*Jtj(j(j(jtjt^jtjtj(
n. An Annular Eclipse of the Sun July 29, visible at San

Francisco as a partial eclipse, beginning at sunrise and
encling at 7 A. j»

morniNg ana £m\H Stars for mi
MERCURY will be Evening Star till January 22, then

Morning Star till April 2, then Evening Star till May
22, then Morning Star till July 16, then Evening Star
till September 22, then Morning Star till November 8,
then Evening Star the rest of the year. j» j» jt jt

VENUS will be Evening Star till April 27, then Morning
Star the rest of the year. otjtj»jtj»jtjtjtjt

MARS will be Evening Star till November 21, then Morn-
ing Star the rest of the year, jt j» jt j» j» jt jt

JUPITER will be Morning Star till February 24, then
Evening Star till September 14, then Morning Star the
rest of the year. j*>jtj»jtjt^jkjtj»

SATURN will be Morning Star till May J8, then Evening
Star till November 25, then Morning Star the rest of
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