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MONGST the peculiar circumftances attending
‘the French revolution; the moft interefting, and
the moft remarkable, is the general horror with which
it is viewed by the European Monarchs, and the exten-
five and powerful combination which has been formed
amongft them to fupprefs it. The terror it has pro-
duced feems to have totally abforbed every other con-~
fideration, to have united the moft difcordant interefts,
deftroyed the moft inveterate prejudices, and the moft
violent jealoufies. It has even driven the Pope to feek
refuge 1n a nation, which has for more than two cen-
turies had the misfortune to lie under his inzerdi&, and
to that monarch whofe fubjeéts he has moft folemnly
difcharged from their allegiance to him. An invefti-
gation into the caufe of this political phenomenon may
not be unintereiting, even exclufive of the important
confequences likely to refult from it.
The revolt of fubjects againft their fovereigns, is not
a very rare occurence; the king of Great Britain has
recently experienced an important one, by which he loft
the far greater part of his dominions, without exciting
any very great concern amongft his fellow monarchs, or
any very powerful combination of them in his fupport.
Even republicanifm has not heretofore appeared to
excite any confiderable alarm; America, Hollan, Swit-
zerland, nay, England, in the laft century, renounced
the authority of their fovereigns, and formed republics,
yet the monarchs of Europe abetted their revolt, and
fought their alliance. ~ An antipathy to republicanifm
cannot be pretended, in this cafe, to be the motive for
this confederacy againft France, becaufe it exifted at a
time, when inftead of dethroning their monarch, though
intirely attheir difpofal, they voluntarily left him a fhare
of power, dangerous to the fafety and peace of the
kingdom, and granted him a civil lift to the utmoft of
his defire, and much larger than that enjoyed by the
king of England. Far lefs can the recent cruelties in
France be deemed the caufe, as thofe were the effect, -
and not the caufe of the royal confederacy. For when
it was firft formed, far lefs blood had been fhed in
France than in any revolution of ‘equal importance,
and a limited monarchy appeared to be peaceably
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eftablithed. No part of the abhorrence of the French
revolution can therefore be attributed to the inftability
of the government, or the changes it has undergone,
becaufe they were the natural confequences of the
hoftile meafures purfued againft it. Mr. Pitt acknow-
ledges, that the limited monarchy of France appeared
to have been formed with the general concurrence of
the people. Had that government then been left
undifturbed. Had not the king, the clergy, and nobles
of France been tempted by the hope of powerful foreign
aid, to endeavour the fubverfion of the new tormed
government, its permanency, its peaceable eftablith-
ment, was far more promifing than could reafonably
- have been expeéted, from the nature of the convulfion,
and the importance of the change which had taken
place. All the calamities which have fince appeared,
and the perilous fituation of the royal family of France,
may therefore be far more properly attributed to
Meflrs. Burke and Calonne, who have been indefat-
igable in inciting the prefent clamour, than to the people
of France. -

At the time thefe men undertook the horrid tafk of
inciting all Europe againft that peopie, they had
declared, that having obtained liberty with the fword,
they withed to fheath it for ever. ‘They exprefsly
difclaimed any hoftile defign on the moft defencelefs
ftate; they did not appear to entertain any views
inimical to the peace of the furrounding nations, nor
the leaft intention of interfering in their concerns.
T hey appeared difpofed to fit down peaceably, to enjoy
the happinefs they expetted to derive from the revolu-
~ tion they had effeCted. To us they were naturally led
to look rather as allies, than as enemies; they confider-
ed us as the nation in Europe, whofe government
approximated the neareft to that which they had re-
cently eftablithed; and when they faw the continent of
Europe arming againft them, they threw themfelves on
our juftice, and proffered us the office of mediator:
. when this was declined, when Mr. Burke was allowed
to ftigmatize them with impunity, when the French
princes were inciting all Europe againft them, when
almoft every European monarch appeared difpofed to
attack them, and their king was fuppofed to be em-
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ploying the immenfe revente they had granted him in

fupporting thefe meafores, we cannot much wonder at

the rage of the French populace or its confequences,

nor will any nman believe it to be the real reafon of any

meafures which may be adopted againft them. Indeed

whatever may be the cataftrophe of the royal family-
of France, or whatever may have begn its rigim, it can,
hardly be deemed a fufficient caufe for deluging E
jnblood. Tranfitions from the thrope t0.25 uatimely.
grave, occur in almoit every page of hiltory, they en-
force the argument of the moralif}, embelhifh the works
of the poet, and form the prnciple pathos of the
drama. [ the fpace of abaut balf @ century the blosd of fouy
queens, as beautiful and ascomplifbed as the queen of Framse,
freamed on an Englifb feaffold, and altbough it was an age
of ehivalry, not & fword farted from its feabbard to avenge
them. Even fovereigns themfelves do not in general
feem to pofiefs véry fympathetic feelings, they rarely
concern themfelves in the fate of thofe fellow monarchs,
with whom their own interefts are not interwoven.
The prefent age has feen a fovereign precipitated from
his throne to a prifon, and from thence to his tomb;
not by injured fubjeéts, but by her whom he had raifed
to empire, and who now fways the bloady fcepter, with-
out having excited thofe exclamations of horror which
feemn to have been referved for the prefent occafion. ,

Ifa regard for the Bourbons be not the real motive

for this confederacy, far lefs can we fuppofe it to be a
concern for the people of France. Mr. Burke and

his affociates,indeed,are extremely pathetic in lament-

ing the mifery which they have brought upon them-

felves. That unhappy people! That miferable,
deluded, unfortunate country ! are the epithets we apply
to France; and it is perhaps the moft extsaordinary
circumftance, in this memorable event, that thirty
millions of people fhould fo univerfally, and fo pertina-
cioufiy perfift in being miferable, and that it fhould
require fuch very extraordinary means to compel them
to be happy. Itmuft be prefumed that the illuftrions
and beneficient monarchs of Ruffia, of Pruffia, and of
Autftria have placed ‘their own fubjects at the fummit
of happinefs, that they are thus fo perfeitly at keifuse to
give happincfs to the people of another country. And
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that the luminous geniufes of Ruffia of Brandenberg,
and of Auftria, have fet out with fwords in their hands
to convince the French that they have miftaken the
road to felicity, and that the true principles of govern-
ment, of focial order, and national profperity, are not
10 be judged of by human reafon, but to be adopted
from the banks of the Wolga, the Don, and the Oder,
where antient and venerable fyftems of government
are eftablithed, which were framed by the wifdom of
antient times, improved through a fucceffion of ages
and fan&ioned by happy expeirence, But hawever
powerfully the Ruffian, Auttrian, and Prufiian armies
may contend in favor of thefe {yftems, it becomes us ta
paufe on the fubje, becaufe it is poffible the illuftrious
monarchs may be interefted in the queftion, and fome
perfons may be apt to furmife, that were the mifery
refulting from the French principles, real, the benevo-
lent monarchs would have left thefe people undifturbed,
to have been as miferable as they pleafed, as a terrible
example to deter furrounding nations, from fubverting
antient fyftems, or rebelling againft their dread
fovereigns.

Let us then inquire a little into the nature of thofe
principles, which have caufed fuch univerfal alarm,
and threaten fuch univerfal mifchief. Firft let us afk
what they are? ¢ Men being all free, equal, and indepen-
¢ dent, no one can be put out of bis effate without bis own
““ confent, by agreeing with other men to join and unite in @
<« community—Thus, that which begins, and aftually con-
“ cludes any political Jociety, is nothing but the confent of a
“ number of free men, capable of a majority to unite and
< incorporate into fuch fociety; and this is that, and that
< only, which didy or could, give beginning 10 any lawful

governmmt.—-ff be _/uprem_a power cannot lawfully or
rightly take from may, any part of bis property without
<« bis own confent.—Tbere remains inberent in the people,
g power toremove or alter the legiflative, when they find
¢ the legiflative all contrary to the truft repofed in them;
‘ for when Juch truft is abufed, it is thereby fmfei.‘gd, and
 “devolves to thofe who gave it.” '

Are thefe the principles of the French revolution?
they are; but they ate not extracted from the paltry,
blurred, feraps of the Rights of Man; they art taken

({4
€
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from the celebrated Mr. Locke’s Treatife on Govern=
ment, written avowedly for the purpofe of defending the
Englith revolution; and for writing of which, he was
rewarded with a #boufand a year from the Britith govern-
ment.

It thould feem then that thefe principles are not
quite new, that the French philofophers have not
invented them; they have it feems for a century paft
curfed this country, and now they are fermenting and
fpreading their baneful effects through Europe. Itis
not then the principles themfelves, but it is thefe prin-
ciples becoming French, which conftitutes the danger;
while they were confined to this foggy ifland, while
they were locked up in a language almoft unknown
upon the continent, the monarchs of Europe were
either ftrangers to their exiftence, or fearlefs of their
effects. But when thefe principles are adopted by a
nation, fituated in the midft of happy defpotic mon-
archies; by a nation whofe language is the univerfal
language of Europe; and whofe writers by their genius,
their wit, their learning, and their tafte, had almoft
monopolized the literature of Europe; then it was
that thefe principles excited their alarm, and threaten-
ed danger. The French writers have until lately been
admired through Europe, patronized by kings and
applauded by nobles. ~Some of them indeed were
tinctured with deifm, fome even with atheifm ; but that
did not feem much to diminith their celebrity, or draw
down the indignation of the monarchs and nobles of
Europe. But when thefe writers adopted the principles
of Mr. Locke, when thefe principles began to operate,
when the {tate of France threatened an extenfive circu-
lation of them. Then the alarm commenced; then
it was difcovered that the only writersin Europe, who
were univerfally read, were a fet of unhappy, miferable
philofophers. That the only literary nation on the
continent, were inadequate judges of their own happi-
nefs, and that it was requifite to fend them Ruffian and
Pruffian foldiers to teach it them.

Let it not be imagined that I'mean to infinuate, that
thefe principles are not "dangerous. Principles ot
lierty, whether Englifh, French, or Polifb certainly are
dangerous to the defpots of Europe, in proportion as they
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are bencficial to their fubjefs; and that thefe defpots

fhould unite to eradicate thefe principles, by deftroying

the new Polis and Freuch governments is extremely

natural. I only mean to difpute the propriety of sur

_ joining the confederacy. ‘ '

But probably I may be told that the French have
introduced fome new principles in addition to
Mr. Locke’s. True, but thefe principies do not feem
to be very mifchievous, or very hoftile to human happi-
nefs.  To remounce foreign conquefts and aggreffive war—
o confine themfelves to the arts of peace, content with cul-
tivating the foi, amnd improving the narural advantages
beaven bath dlloted them—To improve the buman fpecies
&y uational education, thus attacking man to focicty by
enabling bim to partake of its bensfits, and apportioning
buman bnppinefs as equally as poffible amongst buman kind.
Thefe if errors, do anot feem to be of a very atrocious
nature, and thould they fail of being realifed, it ought
rather excite our jforrow and comsmiferation, than our
comtempt, OUr indignation, Or our vengeance.

But i¢ is faid, that in the feeming excellence of thefe
principles, confifts their danger; that by thefe reveries
of literary enthufiafts, mankind are induced to abandon
a tpncfcnt and practicable ftate of happinefs, in purfuit
of a vifionary (yftem which never can be realized. If

_fo, it became more peculiarly neceflary that the French
- povernment fhould have been left undifturbed; that
its impracticability and inutility might have been
clearly manifefted. Even the Ruflian peafant and the
German boor might have been more content under their
prefent defpotifm, had it appeared that the principles
of the French revolution naturally led to a ftate of
anarchy, or a ftate of defpotifm, more oppreflive than
their own; whereas the anarchy and diforders of France
may now be afcribed to the obftruttion it has met with,
and difturbance it has received from foreign powers.
Its advocates may now fairly contend—Hzad the French
go_‘u_ernmmt' been left to its natural courfe, it would bave
. produced a flate of buman bappinefs, fuperior to what the
world ever bebeld. The defpots knew it, they knew the
contraft it would form, to the mifery they [pread around
them. They refolved to prevent its maturily, they combined
to firangle it in its birth. They attempted it, but in vain,
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—4nd the' defeated, and defeated in a manner that mu?
deftroy every bope of effecting its overtbrow, yet they threat-
en renewed boftilities; and keep them in perpetual alarm, in
bope their deluded [ubjeits may believe, that the miferies and
calamities France endures from their machinations, are the
confequences of the government they bave adopted.

The continental potentates have confederated againft
France, not from any thing peculiar to her, either asto
principles, government, or condué?; and whether we ftand
by a calm fpectator of the deftruction of Po/ifb liberty,
or join the contirental powers in fubverting the French;
in either cafe, it is the general principles of liberty, and
not any particular modification of them we are affifting
to deftroy; and it is the general fyftem of tyranny which
we in fuch cafe neceffarily fupport. 4

That the Auffrian, Ruffian, and Pruffian monarchs
are to confederate with us to force upon France, the
Englifb Conftitution, or any kind of free government, is
too abfurd to be fuppofed. Itis even not pretended by
thofe who have promoted this war. To our confed-
erates, the Englib principles of government are as
obnoxious as the French.  Poland had formed a govern-
ment fimilar to our own; the neighbouring monarchs
beheld it with abhorrence, confpired to deftroy it; and
his majetty of Pruffia, after due deliberation, pro-
nounced that Poland was contaminated with French
principles, which he was determined to deftroy.  Thefe
fentiments we alfo apparently adopt, for with every
diverfified fyftem of tyranny, with every {pesdes of
arbitrary power, we can cordially coalefce;, we can
confederate for mutual defence. But let any fyftem of
liberty appear among the nations of Europe; let a form
of government arife approximating to our éwn, with
them we difdain treaty or alliance: we look on them
with abborrence, or turn from them with contempt; we
fuffer them to be deftroyed by the furrounding tyrantss
and if their power proves infufficient for the purpofe;
we at laft join the confederacy to fubvert them. /e
at leaft cannot be accufed of offering confraternity.
We ally ourfelves with azy governnient, provided it be
hottile "to freedom, but Aberty and, bappinefs, it feems;
we deem fo eftimable, that we keep them to ourfelves:
To fee the Britith arms otherwife employed, would
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indeed be an uncommon circumftance. The effe&s of
our power and influence, are indeed to be very vifibly
traced throughout every quarter of the globe, but alas!
it is in one unvaried {icene of flavery, defolation,and
bloed! No wonder we look with abhorrence on the
French principle of communicating to others that
liberty they have themfelves obtained. It isa principle
they certainly cannot be accufed of having learned of
us.

The intereft the continental monarchs have in'fup—
prefling the principles of liberty, is plain and obvious;
but let it be alked, what intereft have we therein? 1
will not afk if his majefty, ‘as ele&or of Hanover has any!
but it will not be eafy to fhew, that the king and people
of England can poflibly have any: to them it muft be
perfcély indifferent whether the principles of liberty
exift on the esff or the wef of the Rbine, or whether
they be bounded by the Alps or the Pyrennces.

Yet it is the danger from thefe principles which is
chiefly founded in our ears. It is their principles
Mr. Dundas tells us, which has rendered France obnoxi-
ous and dangerous. And itis their principles Mr. Burke
fo vehemently calls on us, to wage eternal war, to
eradicate.

The war then it feems is intended to fubvert thefe
principles?  Difmifling for a moment the enquiry,
whether they be true or falfe, dangerous or beneficial;
let us afk a plain queftion, How @ war with the French
republic is to defirgy them?  England is their native land;
here they may be deemed indigenous, in France only
exotic; and whether fuffered to remain, or whether the
hand of violence tears up the new planted offset, the
mother plant ftill remains. Here if any where, that
muft be deftroyed: nor only Mr. Bure’s fpeeches and
the Duke of Richmond’s letters, but Mr. Locke’s writ-
ings muft be configned to oblivion before the principles
of the French revolution can be annihilated. They are
not merely the principles of ¢bat revolution, but of a//
our modern revolutions, Mr. Locke reduced them
into form for the Englifh revolution; Mr. Molyneux
* reforted to them as a proper foundation for an Iriff

revolution; Mr. Burke’s coadjutor, Dr. Price brought
them forward for the American, and the national
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affembly adopted them for the French revolution.
They are fill very little the worfe for wear, and may
ferve for twenty revolutions more. Itis true thofe
who have ufed them to efec a revolution, have ufually
wifhed, as foon as the end has been anfwered, to configa
them to oblivion; yet they furvive. Admitting then
thefe principles to be dangerous in the extreme ; admitting
allo that their progrefs in this nation be rapid and
alarming: nay, that all the exertions of government
will be inadequate to preferve the public peace from the
diforders that thefe principles will occafion. Still we
muft requeft Mr. Daundas, Mr. Burke, or Mr. Fenkinfon
to inform us how a war will eradicate thefe prin-
ciples, or prevent their further progrefs among us?
Suppofing the Anftrian and Pruffian grenadiers, with the
affiftance of the Englifb guards,were to eat up thirty willions
of French, and bring away the eighty-three Departments in
their knap-facks; would thefe principles be loff? would the
murder of thirty millions of people prove them to be falfe?
or would any calamities the French may endure from the
band of violence make thefe principles be lefs admired? = If
it be intended to root them out, meafures very dif-
ferent indeed from thofe avowed muft be adopted.

Should we indeed ever be informed that we have
fucceeded in reftoring the antient French monarchy to
its former luftre, and that the national convention have
been all fent to a new Baflle, ereted on purpofe
to receive them. Should we be told that the
Britith arms had turned the {cale, and determined the
war in favor of the allied monarchs, that they had’
determined no longer to quarrel about the boundaries
of their territories; but, from a fenfe of common danger
had affociated together againft their fubjects as their
common enemy; I know not but fome inquifitive
perfons amongft us might be apt to enquire the names
of the allied kings; and probably imight be foolith
enough to imagine, that if ever we fhould have an en-
terprifing monarch on the throne, our liberties might
be in rather more danger from the nations of Europe
being govcrned by defpotic monarchs, who had effec-
tually fubjugated their fuojes7s, and had large ftanding
armies at their abfolute difpofal, than if thefe nations
were all democratic republics.—And it is not undeferv-
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ing notice, that fhould the French revolution be fup-
prefled, the European monarchs will have learnt a leffon
from it. they will not foon forget. Mr. Burke juftly
obferves that kings will be deterred from granting their
fubjedts any degree of liberty; they will from policy
be cruel. Should the continental monarchs fucceed
in fuppreffing the French revolution, they will hardly
make Mr. Burke a lying prophet. Tyrants are cruel
in proportion to their fears. '

Perhaps it will be faid, we do not mean to reftore
the old government of France. Indeed it is not eafy to

- furmife what is really meant by the farrago of incoherent
complaints againft France with which we are deafened ;
but certainly as moft of them are pbilippicks againft the
new government, the only plain inference is, that this
abominable government is to be deftroyed, and as we
fhould reafonably fuppofe, the 0/d one to be reftored:
certainly it appears to be intended to compel them to
have a king. Mr. Burke’s moft vebement complaint is,
that they hate kings. The meafures which have been
purfued againft them, do not feem indeed to have been

*extremely well calculated to remove their antipathy;
and thould the king of England join the confederacy
againft them, it is not quite certain that it will totally
eradicate their ftrange prejudices againft kings. To
make them love kings will certainly be rather a difficult
tatk; the utmoft we fhall be able to effect, will be to
compel them to fwallow a king, which they will difgorge
if ever it be in their power.

It is peculiar to this war, that our moft imminent
danger may poffibly refult from fuccefs. Can we believe
it poffible, that the monarchs of Europe, after we have
affifted them to eradicate thefe principles out of France,
will fuffer them to exift in England? Muft not this
country have the benefit of their kind attention? The
Englith languageis becoming commonon-the continent,
and they will hardly overlook the danger which may
refult from it, nor is it to be imagined that if the con-
tinent be thoroughly fubjugated, England can infure
her exemption from the yoke. Hence if it were to be
fuppofed poffible, that the Royal Afociation fhould
totally fubvert the new government of France, we might

juftly entertain the moft dreadful apprehenfions, The
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sontizental monarchs no longer engaged in endlefs
quarrels about the bqundaries of their dominions, but’
combined together in onc horrid confederacy to main-
tain their power againit their fudjefds ; all priaciples
of benefit and importance to mankind would be erad+
icated. Europe would prefens to our view a4 xew and &
monfirons Jyfiem of government sudeed, far more deteffable
thantheold. One ftagnantand putrid mass of defpotifm
would haag over the whole continent. Then indeed
the plan would prefent to our view a grand unity of de-
fign. It wouldnotappear asit nowdoes, in unconnctied
and disjointed parts. If this be a part of the plan,
it is carefully and prudently kept out of fight., Weare
told nothing of reciprocity. The king of Exgiland is
10 engape in this conteft from pure motives of regard
to his fellow monarchs; to preferve tbeir dignity and
power, as king of England; at leaft, he aiks nothing for
himfelf. _

But as there is little chance that thefe principles,
whether French or Englifb, will ever be rooted out, it
may be fome comfort to thofe who are alarmed about
them, to be informed that however dangerous or how-

- ever beneficial they may be in Germany; yet in Exgland
they are unimportant. As principles they have long
exifted in this country: they have been appealed to in
both the Englib and American revolutions ; but that
they had any tendency to produce thefe events may be
doubted. If the Exglifb, the Irifb, the Scatch, or the
Welfh thould ever feel apprehenfions fufficient to induce
them to revolt, and fthould have it in their power to ef-
fet it, they may poffibly refort to thefe principles, if they
are to be found; but were they to be loft, that circum-~
ftance certainly would not reftrain them from revolt:
they would do as we did at the revolution, firlt effe& it,
and then find fome Mr. Locke to form a fet of prin-
ciples to defend it. In the mean time there is lirtle
danger of our reforting to them, but as themes of literary
difcuffion. Perhaps the Duke of Richmond and a few
whimfical men may wifh to fee #b¢fe principles more
obvioufly realifed in our government; but to go to war
with the French for that reafon, is as abfurd as if we
were to commence 2 crufade againft the Turks, becaufe
a few individuals amongft us may admire the Koran; or
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_ agiinft the idolatrous Chinefe, becaufe an extravagant
author has lately exprefied his approbation of the
Heatben Theology.

The people of this country in a fituation of increaf-
ing profperitv, furrounded with comparative mifery,
will not be eafily induced to hazard this happinefs:
they will not fcrutinize accurately into our form of
government; nor hazard a public convulfion, by at-
tempting fuch fpeculative, or even real improvements
as may endanger the public peace. Some few always
have been, and always will be endeavouring to draw
the public notice Dy their fpeculations, but the bulk of
the nation will give but little heed to them. If ever
there be the leaft danger of their interrupting the pub-

lic happinefs, we fhall ftop our bufinefs and our plea-
fures for a moment, and convince them of their
infignificance. ~ That the public peace was in any
danger from thefe principles could hardly be believed;
and cannot be now even pretended. The public have
manifefted fuch an univerfal approbation of the govern-
ment and its adminiftration, and fuch a determination
to fupport it, as was never before witnefled: all parties,
all religions, all ranks, merely on being informed, by
authority, that the public peace was in danger, have
with unexampled zeal, preffed forward to exprefs their
attachment, without even ftopping to_enquire whether
the danger be real or imaginary. s this a time to
tell us of danger from public commotions? If any
man really thought fo, he muft be convinced of his
miftake; and it is certainly a little inconfiftent in
Mr. Burke, that he reprefents us as cleaving to-our
antient prejudices, becaufe they are prejudices, yet
confiders us as ready to run mad after the moft ex-
travagant innovations; the baneful and mifchievous
effe@ts of which, he fays, we have an example of, in
the mifery they have brought on the French nation.
But admitting there were fome ground to apprehend
danger from republicans and levellers, the meafures
which have been taken, appear to have been fully
adequate to the purpofe: if libellers write, juries will
convi&, and courts will punifh: if 7iots fhould happen,
conflables or foldiers will fupprefs them. Thefe feem
to be the propér, we have experienced them to be
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adequate, and they certainly are cheaper remedies for the
evil, than a war againft France. )

As none of the principles of the French revolution
can be refered to as being either new or dangerous,
Mr. Burke to figmatize it, talks for hours, about blood
and atbeifm, and then to produce fiage effet throws
daggers about the houfe; but after he has finithed his
theatric rant, he muft be told, that the circumnftances
attending a revolution, are not its principles, and fre.
quently not the refult of the principles. The maflacre
of Glencoe, or King William’s bloody wars, our national
debt, the feptennial or riot al?, were never called the
principles” of the Englifp revolution. T he events of
Auguft and September arofe from foreign caufes; had
thofe caufes not exifted, the events would not have
followed; yet the pringiples of the revolution would
have been the fame; fo the batred to kings conftitutes
no part of thofe principles, it {prang from the hatred
kings have manifefted to their government. The offer
of confraternity was adopted to counteract the univerfal
confederation they faw formed againft them, or at leaft
to retaliate it; and had the confederation never been
formed, there is not the leaft evidence to prove, that
either batred to kings, or the offer of confraternity would
have refulted from their principles, any more than from
the principles of any other republic, or than from the .
principles of our revolution, for even that has been
difgraced with &lood, and ftigmatized with atbeifm.
The refiftance of our anceftors to the antient authority
of the crown, duringthe reigns of the Stuarts, was
attended with much &lood-fbed, and produced fome
ridiculous, and fome difgraceful circumftances, In
preferying thenew line of kings, and the new fpecies of
monarchy, fince 1688, we have fhed no fmall quantity
of blood, ‘both in Ireland and in Scotland; and under
circumftances, which, Mr. Burke, fhould he ever be
difpofed to undertake the tafk, might poffibly be able
to place in as odious a point of view, as he has the
French maffacrees. ,

As to both atbeifm and murder they are not new
charges againft revolution principles.  Mr. Burke is
oply a copyift ; he merely ecchos the decrees of the univer-
fity of Oxford juft prior to o#r revolution. Whea
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Saving carefully examined the principles of thofe very
revolutionifts, whofe conduét and whofe writings, even
M. Burke affe@ts to revere ; that celebrated fear of
piety and learning, folemnly decreed, that *¢ the faid
& propofitions were falfe, feditions, impious,beretical, and
« Jlafpbemous, injurious to Chsifiianity, and deftrultive
« of all governmentin church and fate, fitted to deprave
* gaod manners, corrupt the minds of uneafy men, ftir
& wp feditions and tumulis, and lead to rebellisns, murder
= of princes, and atbeifm itfel” And about the fame
time one of the moft learned and refpectable of our
biflhops had fagacity emough to difcover acbeifin in
Mr. Locke's Writings. ’

But however dangerous, or however atheiftical thefe
puinciples might then be deemed, we now feem defirous
of monoepolizing them; and the oppofition to the
French revoluticn, arifes in no fmall degree, from an
apprehenfion that other nations may derive the fame
benefit from them which we have experienced. Much
is it to be Jamented that in this country there are many,
who, fraught with national pride, caft a jaundiced exe
aroend and fay, If the natipns of Europe enjoy the fweets
of Eberty, and their commerce ceafes te “be expofed to arbi-
travy laws adminiftered by venal judges s—if their land no
Issger lies unendtivated, that their wobles may emjsy the
plesfures of the chace;—if myriads of clergy draw mot
emay their wealth from the charmels of indufiry s—if arbi-
trary and rapacious exaion no longer rob the artijen end
2he peafout of the fruit of their induftry, or vielence force
them from their families, to fill up the ravages of death in
the armies of contending defpots; then thofe nationss poffeffed
of fuperior natural advantages to ourfelves, will rear their
beads aroxnd us; no longer /}mll we retain our proud pre-
eminexence, or bold the equilibrium of empire; confined to the
patwral advantages our ifland poffeffes, we fhall ccafe 19 carry
om balf the commerce of Enurope; no more will the Britifh
mawe carry terror through the world, or its terrors refound
Jrom pole to pole.  But let fuch recolle@—that if
patriotifm be a virtue, it cannot be founded on fuch
malignant propenfities; it will not lead us to with
human happinefs to be circumfcribed by Aldion’s Cliffs,
or that the genius of Liberty fhould caft her mantle
only o’er our ifle. : _
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~ But admitting the overthrow of the old government
in France, may, by increafing its trade, agriculture, and
manufaliures, bé at fome diftant period, prejudicial to
our own: admitting alfo, that on this malignant prin-
ciple we did not fcruple to a&; yet on the mere
impolicy of it we may fafely reft the queftion, even under
any circumftances which can poflibly take place.

To re-eftablifh the old government, we may now
certainly reckon amongft the impoffibilities: had that
been in contemplation, we fhould have attempted it
earlier, when the Aufirian and Pruffian armies were in
full ftrength, undiminithed by fickne/s and flaughter, and
undifmayed by defzat, when their exchequers were not
exhauited, and when they would not have refted folely
on s for their fupply; even then, no man can imagine
that ur'weight thrown into the fcale would have turned
the ballance; our. imporiance as a military power is
certainly not great, and where the combined armies of
Auftria and Pruyfia have had fo fhameful a repulfe
ours would hardly have made much impreffion: we
might to be fure, have fent a few regiments to be cut off
at St. Cas, to be flaughtered in the fields of Fontenay, or
to fign a capitulation at Cloffer-Seven; and we may now
replenmi’a the exhaufted coffers of thé German princes,
toenable them to obftruct the progrefs of republicanifm
in Germany, for to overthrow itin France they can have
now no hope. But may it not be afked, what intereft
can we have in this? What concern have we whether
republicanifm prevail on the banks of thé Rbire, the
Wolga, the Danube, or the Po? If the change of the
government of France will be advantageous to its trade
and manufaétures, and thereby become injurious to oxrs,
itis an evil we muft prepare to meet, it cannot be pre-
vented. Franceis an eftablithed republic, and there, if
any where, we muft expec to fee rifing and flourithing
manufactories; but from Germany, remote indeed muft
be any fuch danger: to improve her uncul-
tivated ground will afford employment for an increaf-
ing population, and long prevent her engaging in
extenfive manufactures to our prejudice, and in the
Mmean time they will be taken of us in an increafing
proportion.  Germany is even now the Jeff market we
bave: will the become a worfe, when rich, populous, free,
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and bappy? when her forefts fhall be converted into cul-
tivated villages, full of inhabitants, enjoying the com=
forts, perhaps the fuperfluities of life, thall we not find
an additional fource of trade? 1f there be an event
1o be wifhed for by us of more peculiar importance
than any other, it is that Germany be free, and in con-
ne&ion with it, that the Scheldt be opened; the Britith
veffels will then unload our manufaéttures on the quays
of Antwerp, from whence they will be conveyed by the
Flemifb canals, Rbine, &c. to the interior parts’qf Europe:
if there be a nation to whom the opemng the port 0
Antwerp muft be highly advantageous, it is England;
if there bea nation to whom (except Holland) 1t will
be injurious, it is France ; they are giving to Flanders a
rt far fuperior to any on¢ they themfelves poflefs in
the channel; yet evento Flanders is it unimportant, in
comparifon of us, for of Englifb manufactures chiefly,

Antwerp will becorme the depot. '
‘Wars, when commenced, even on popular ground,
and originating in the public voice, have ufually 2
different termination. Ideal bencfits are in general
held out, but they always vanifh when the grea and
certain evils of war come t0 be experiechd!‘ But in
this war, not only every refle&ting man will know its
impolicy and abfurdity, but what s of much more im-
portance, no object can poffibly be held out to deceive
the ignorant maultitude: fhould they be even told that
the large fubfidies fent by us to the continent had been
fo well employed by our illuftrious allies, that the armies
of the German potentates, and the Ruffian emprefs had
been crowned with the moft complete fuccefs, that
French principles had been effectually eradicated out
of France and Paland, and their antient and venerable
, governments reftored, ¢ftablifbed, and Jecured, from the
deteftable innovations of reafon and philofopky: yet
rhaps fome may fay, the mad and boundlefs ambition
of the court of France had been founded in our cars
for above a century, it had been reprefented as endan-
gering the peace and liberties of mankind; tO it we
attributed our wars, our faxes, our national debt, our
Sanding army,: and expenfive navy. This power,
Mr. Burke told us no longer exifted as a nation, its
army without difcipline, ‘s finances ruined, he could
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only fee a vaft chafm, which once was France, And
is our commerce ruined, our taxes and national debt
increafed? arewe involved in all the calamities of war,
to fill up this chafm, to reftore this dreadful and danger-
ous power, to give difcipline to its armies, and order
and energy to its government? Did you regret that
this dangerous government lay before you an objett of
commiferation and contempt? or was the danger only
ideal, and you regreted that there no longer exifted a
pretence for perpetual war, accumulated taxes, and a
ftanding army? ' S

Indeed it is fcarcely pofiible that this war can have
been projected for any of the avowed purpofes; cer-
tainly not to keep principles out of this kingdom
which were in it before the French revolution took
place, and will ftill exift, whether the French govern-
ment f#and or fall. "The war can hardly be intended ta
reftore the o/d government of France, for that, even it
practicable, would be expofing ourfelves to a known
evil: Tt cannot be intended to give France a good
government, for that would be injurious to our /7ade
and manufaltures; nor a bad one, for that we are told
fhe has already: it is hardly intended to-engage in a
war, to block up Antwerp from our ows thipping,
nor to prevent Germany, Italy, Ruffia, or China from
becoming republics, which can certainlydo #s no hurt:
and a war can hardly be intended for fecuring the
liberty of the Geneve/e, the fnowy Alps to Sardinia,
or the caftle of St. Angelo to the Pope: we are hardly
going to alount our Rozinante;to redrefs all the wrongs,
and engage all the windmills in the world. '

" The motives for this war may be various—W hile
the true bern Englifomen are frantic with batred of the
French, and the king terrified with the danger of Han-
over; the intrigues of a divided cabinet may have pro-
duced the prefent ferment for private purpofes, and the
minifter may at length be propelled (as other minifters
have been) into a war, which threatens to be as de-
frutive to his popularity; as to the profperity
of the nation; and as no minifter, who commenced a
war, ever yet terminated it, we fhall probably have to
Hnumerate amongft the evils of this war, the lofs of 2
minifter, who has juftly obtained the confidence and
efteem of his country === FINIS. ‘
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Prefume not to denomioate this litle tra&t an anfwer to
Mr. Paine, becaufe I do not mean t0 undertake what that
entleman "feﬂmsxtoﬂcxpe& from his opponents: I certainly fhall
ot aterapt to cordvince the. fcldiers and failors that t0 have
sheir difcharge, and their pay continued for life, will not be
preferable to the prefent fyltem. Labouring men will certainly
approve his plan of having their families fupported by the public,
as thereby they may be e~abled to fpend two days more in the
week at the alehoufe ; and, when fifty years of age, receive an
additional penfion from the public, which may fill diminith the
neceflity they may be under of continuing their labour. That
thefe plans {hould be received with avidity is not very extraor-
dinary, and that Mr. Paine fhould fele& them from bis work,
and circulate them inthe public prints, asa fpecitnen of his book,
ang as thé ground on which he qhaﬂ:ﬁge‘s. his opponents to meet
him, is very patural. ’ 1 fhall certainly concede to Mr. Paine,
thefe important points: { fhall not attempt to prove that ten
sunds a year is mot @ very good things 1 {hall merely content
myfelf with fhewing, that money raifed and applied in the
manner he propofes, would be a very bad thing indeed for the
pub\'\c: and,as it is his financial arrangements which he feems
to confider as his ftrong hold, I fhali venture to take this bult by
the horns, and confider Mr. Paine's meritasa financiex.

Put properly to approtiate his metit in this line, it is certainly
requi‘ite 10 afcertain in what light he is to be confidered, foron
that, in a great meafure, will the rerit or demerit of his work
depend. As an Englifh financier, his plan is profligate and
abfurd in' the extreme; but if he be confidered merely as an
Ameiican partizan, promulgating am illufory plan to deftroy
the peace, {rade, and happinefs of this country, that the trade
and navigation ot his beloved Ammerica rnay profper onour ruin,
then indeed is there meaning and confifiency in it. The wifdom
of his ipccuiations depends on the probat:lity of our having the
foily to adopt them, but their ablurdity is fo cxtreme that it may
be doubtful whciher his propofing fiem evince moft his hatred
or his contempt, for this country.

Every auther who had before written on the finances of the
nation, €VEry individual who had made them the fubje& of

his confid=ration, have uniformly confidered our national debt,
as_threaining “the greateft muithels 10 this country. Judge
Blackpone cenfidered, it as even ‘endangering our liberties: it is
true we have not yet experen ed thule iawl efiels, but they are
not therctore lTels’ inevitdble however uncertain may be the
pericd in which they may take place. The difficultics and:
difadvantages under which'the commerce of otlier countries has
hitherto lgbuur'ed, prevented our own, from being affe€ted by the
weight of taXes arifing from our aational debt, as it 1s compar-
ative incumbrances which -opcrate on the commerce of nations.
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_ Ametica prefents to our view a country whot commerce is
totally free from incumbrances. Want of popilation, and
capital are its fole obftacles; but thefe obftacles are continually
diminifhiig. *An Englithman 'would, therefore, naturally have
faid (pofeffed of a 'f%ourifhing and extenfivé commerce) it is
incumbent on us, afliduoufly to guard it againft every danger;

“to render it fecure that it may be tranfmitted as-a permanent
bleffing to fucceeding generations { wé - have ‘hitherto enjoyed it
almoft unrivaled, the nations of Europe, poffefled of natural
advantages for trade and manufalture, have been hitherto
opprelfed by governments, which by renderin§ property infecure,
heceflitated manufa&ures and commerce to fly to us for refuge ;
and Holland, the only countiy in Europe where property
could be deemed fecure, laboured undér fuch patural difadvan-
tages, and a load of taxes, even greater than our own, that we
had little to fear from her, as a commercial rival. But however
flourifhing, however advantageous, our prefent fituation may be,
we are not warranted to look onitaspermanent. Commerce and
manufaltures are of atranfient nature, and it is incumbent on us
to'guard againit thofe circumftances which may endanger our
polleflion.. However deranged the prefent- flate of
France, and however long that derangement may continue ; yet
it doubtlefs will be fucceeded by a flate more favourable to
commerce than the antient fyftem : and however injurious their
fyfiem of finance may be, yet it can be but “temporary, as their
national debt 1s converted into a mafs of paper, of which the
ftate is obligated to difcharge neither principal nor intereft,
America, almoft incumbered with naval ftores, wants only a
capital to render her a fcrmidable commercial rival ;- it is true,
confiderable may be the lapfe of time, before either America or
any of the European nations will be in a fituation to ‘rival our
trade and manufatures : but to that period it is incumbent on
us to look : till then we are fecure of a pre:eminence. It is ne-
ceffary to ayail ourfelves of our prefent fituation, that the
profperity we enjoy may be fccured to our pofterity.

To effeét this, it is abfolutely neceflary we thould in fome
mode difcharge our national debt; otherwife the payment of the
intereft muftinevitably {ink our tradeand manufactures. W hen-
everFrance or America thall poffefs a large commercial capital ;
when France fhall become fo fettled in its government, as to
afford a temptation to our monied men to transfer theis capitals
and veft them in the commerce manufatures or agriculture of
that nation, the incumbrances under whih we Iabour muift
have a ftrong tendency to produce this _effe&. Hitherto, ard
efpecially lately, fuch has been the flate of Europe as to occafian
a great influx of the floating cafh of the continent to be vefted
in our funds: this has more than counterbalanced the portion ‘bf
the intereft due to foreigners; the payment of that intereft has
not therefore been felt: but when the continent of Europe 'and
America, thall open a temptation to employ this capital, England
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will be as a bank to ‘be drawn on for that purpofe ; and even
the payment of the intereft of the pational debt due to foreigners,
and much more the withdrawing their capital, will produce the
molt fatal confequences, exclufive of the confideration of that
capital being withdrawn from us, to be employed in fwelling the -
commerce of rival ftates. L

On the contrary, were We to avail ourfelves of the prefent

increafing flate of our commerce to difcharge the national
_incumbrances, we {hould then be enabled to enter into a fair
competition with either America or France, however favourable
for commerce their circumftances may prove; and being in priot
poffeflion, there could be no temptation for withdrawing thofe
capitals already vefted in our trade and manufactures, which wiil
. thenbe unincumbered. The common expences of our govern-
_ment, would be fupported by thofe internal impofitions which
the public’ good would require us to continue, and England
would in fact become 2 mere free port whofe trade and
manufafures would in fuch cafe be rather increafed than
diminifhed, by the increafing profperity of other ftates.

Such wouldbe the reafoningof an Englifhman, anxious for the
profperity of his country. What is the propofal of this American

artizan, Mr. Paine? as might be expected from fuch a char-
alter, exattly the reverfe. He propofcs, continuing our national
debt, our excifes, our cufloms, and all our taxes, to be bung asa
dead weight on our commerce and manufadtures for ever: extreme-
Iy modelt to be fure! by continuing our taxes our navigation
will be burdened, and thereby give an immediate encouragement
to the American {hipping; and our national debt will form a
ftanding fund, to be drawn on gradually, as America fhall
hold out an inducement to Englifhmen to fix their refidence in
that country ; this at prefent operates bui flowly, we are not
yet quite certain of the pre-eminence of that country over this;
many of us require better evidence of it than Mzr. Paine's; but
certainly many perfons of property may in time be induced to
exchange Countries, and in that cafe money in our funds is the
beft adapted for that purpofe, and therefore Mr. Paine very
properly advifes us for that purpofe to referve it.

Upon the fame principle he wifhes us to contemn, and
trample on 2 landed interett. To improve the land of England
he knows muft be a permanent advantage, DO emigration can
carry that away t0 America, he therefore tells us the landed
intercft needs nocare to be taken of it, and propofes that all land

ifhnu\d pay an additional tax, and in cafe any perfon poﬂ'e{Ted
of an eftate of £.500 per annum, {hould by draining, manuring,

incloGng. building, embanking, or other expenfive improve-
. ments, prefume to }nprove it, the faid offender {hould as a penalty
_paya double ;xa:'( for fuch improvement, the tax or penally to
"increafe with the improvement 3 thus if a gentleman has an,
eftate of twelve toufand pounds, if he improves if to_thirteen

thoufand, half the improved, or additional thoufand is to bepaid
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to the public; and, if he fhould dare to extend his improvements .
above a given ftandard, the whole of it is to be forfeited to.the
ftate. My, Paine was av excifeman in Suffex, he faw fhere a
great deal of poor wafte land, of very trifling valte to the com- .
mpnity, he faw alfo land which had been equally ufelefs, con- .
verted into valuable farms, preducing both food and labour for
an immenfe number of people, he knew alfo that important as
thefe improvements might be to the public, yet were they fo
expenfive to the individuals who effc&ed them, as frequently to
injure their forwnes, and rarely to return an intereft for the
money fo employed. It is peculiar to agricnltural improvements,
that 1o the public they muft be beneficial, whatever they may be
to the undertaker: with great propriety Mr. Paine therefore
levels, not only his arguments, but his wit alfo, againft them.
He fays, we talk of taxing luxuries, furely a large cflate is a
luxury : very witty to be fure! and it will certainly be expedicnt.
to prohibit the luxury, a large eflate, when Mr. Paine will
prove the prohibition to be beneficial to the community, or
even to the poor. The barricrs of property are fecured for their
benefit, and were thefe barriers trampled under foot, the miltions
of the paor would be the principal fufferers; was Sir Rickard
Arkwright's luxury of fifty thoufand per annum, beneficial to him
alone, or to the thoufands and tens of thoufands, who were
thereby provided with labour and with food ; and were he de-
prived of it, would the public be benefited? Is the Duke of
Bridgwater’s canal a luxury, which juftice and the rational
good call on us to feize as a forfeitute ta the ftate, to deter others
from fimilar improvements? When Mr. Paine's national con-
vention fhall be affembled, when the illiterate, and the prof-
ligate fhall be affembled to make our laws, when thofe who are
deftitute of property fhall be called on to control and regulate the
property of others, thefe plans might probably take place.
Mr. Paine's farcafm on a landed intereft, would not be loft, he
tells them it is tke only interefl that needs no particular prote&ion.
He fays, * It is the oniy one for which the common prayer of man-
« kind is put up; and the only one that can never fail for want of
 means.” That when the farmer wants rain, people may
with for it, we will admit ; but fomething more is requifite to -
render the earth produ@ive; had Mr. Paive lived all his life in
America, his obfervations on this head might have becn the mere
refult of ignorance; there indeed the farmer or occupier needs
little proteftion or encouragement from law ; law or govern-
ment can fcarcely injure him,

In that country where only three or four millions of people
have to range along a coalt two. thoufand miles long, and can
extend their pofleflion inland, without limits, there andeed the
farmer has only to feleét the richeft of the land, he can negle&
the fleril foil, and leave it in the (tate it-came from the hand of
nature: if additional plantations be wanted, flill the other is
negle€ted, he has only to inquire in what part of the immenfe
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continent, the hand of Heaven has fcattered the richeft mold ;
of that he takes poffeffion, and has only to expel and murder
the original inhabitants. But in England, where we have eight
millions of people-on a fpot of ground inferior in fize, even ta
one of the thirteen ftates, the vafe is ‘totally different; here 1
have feen a mofs, which had lain ufelefs probably from the flood,
converted into fields, and yie,ldin% crops equal to the richeft
foil ; yet thoufands of acres of fimilar land il lay ‘rotnd it 1n its
original ftate, becaufe the owners were detered from engaging in
the expenfive procefs: many of thefe undertakings originate in
a laudable ambition of our landed proprietors toimprove their
eftates, as no {Jecuniar)' returns can poffibly compenfate them.
1Is then the landed intereft, the only permanent, the moft
important interelt of thedtate, to be tramp‘ed\on,’degraded, and
infulted? Are we to be old it needs no peculiar protettion, it
has the prayers and wifhes of the community, and it will there-
fore bear taxes, penalties, and forfeitures ?

On this fubje& Mr. Paine {pends many pages, he commences
it at page 100, by commenting on Mr. Burke’s nonfenfe.
« That the Houfe of Lords is the great ground and pillar of the
« landed interef.” But Mr. Burke's text and Mr. Paine’s
comment are equally abfurd.  The Feudal Barons indeed fatin
Parliament in right of their baronies, fo did the Bifhops and
Abbots in right of their temporalities ; the Bifhops do fo ftill;
but the temporal Lords bear no refemblance to the Feudal

Barons, they now fit by authority of the King's writ, it isnot

requifite for them to have an inch of land, many of them have

rione. Theirinfluence and weight they derive from their landed
intereft, not from their privilege as Lords. The poffeflion of
Jand in this country, by giving influence in the Houfe of Com-
mons, frequently procures them feats in the Houfe of Lords, but
if no fuch Houfe exifted,their influence in the Commons,which
gives;the'm their real importance would be the fame ; and as in
that cafe they would fit in the Houle of Commons themfelves,
the landed intereft would acquire additional weight,in thatHou fe,
where ever fince the revolution it has much needed it. It is
the Houfe of Commons, which by its conftitution, fhould be the
pillar of the landed intereft, as every member is required to have
a landed effate ; but that is fo trifling, and frequently nominal,
that fince the increafed weight of the monied intereft, the landed
intereft has been opprefled by it. ' :

Mr. Paine to eftablith the pofition of the weight of the landed
intereft, fays, * the only ufe tobe made of this power (and whick

« it always has made) 15 to ward off taxes from 1&/‘(_]/;" And to
fupport this propofition, he fabricates fuch a monftrous colletion

of Falfe ftatements as to our taxes, as might furprize thofe who
have notread his * Comman Senfe:” where to induce congrefs
0 build a fleet, ke calculates the expence of buildin the Englifh
navy at lefs than half the real coft, and to fupport this eftimate he
guotes a book printed in 17 58, thereby conveying an idea that the



7))
eflimates were of that date; but he carefully kepit concealsd what
was flated in the book atfelf, that . the cfiimates were of the laft
_century, when the motersals and labour of jhip-building, were at
half the preﬁn"t:,griu,- ‘Such s the celebraed Mr. Pa;ie, who
boafts he poffeffes an heart that knows po guile. = ™7 -
As we are now coming to a.flatement of fa&ls, which confider-
ably affeét the veracity of this great man, we will be foméwhat
particular.  In page 10g he &étes that our’ annual taxes in
1066 was f.400,000. In 1166 . £200,000. ‘In 1266,
4150000, 1In 1366, £130,000. In 1466, L100,000. He
then pronounces an euloginm on our anceftors lor their republi-
can economy in taxes. “ That the people would not be impojed
““ upom, but hept the government in awe as to taxation.” For my
own part I am not much inclined to accept this compliment of
Mr, Paine’s on our anceftors, . till he points out thofe taxes, or at
lealt fome one of them, which were repealed during thofe
centuries. I have read all the flatutes of that period, bqf ',x_do
not recolle& any fhop-tax, or commutation ‘being fet afide.
Many complaints are to be found of taxes being levied; and
promifes that only the old ones fhould be extorted but their
abolition, nobody except Mr. Paine ever difcovered. Bui' is
Mr. Paine, who talks fo familiarly about the feudal fyftem, fo
totally ignorant of it as not to know that it was from that fyfleln,
and not from taxation, that the Conqueror and his fuceeffors
derived their revenue. He held 1422 manors, which, according
10 Sir R. Cotton, had belonged 1o Edward the Conteffor. The
revenue of thefe demefne lands, according to Ordericus Fitalis,
came to the immenfe fum of /.387,265 per anpum, only
£12,735 thort of what Mr. Paine flates to be the whole of his
Tevenue.

Will he now be fo obliging as to inform us what were thofe
heavy taxes at the conqueft, which by the virtuous flruggles of
the people during four centuries were reduced to a fourth part.
The faét is exallly the reverfe of Mr. Pazne’s ftatement. This
revenue of the crown arifing from the demcine lands rapidly de-
«creafed, becauic they were continually granted away by the
fucceflive monarchs to their favourites ; thus the revenue of the
crown decreafed as he has (lated, but it had nothing .o do svith
taxation, except to increafe it, for as the grant of thefe lands
impoverithed the crown, it became neceffary to levy taxes, and to
call Parliaments for that purpofe. Cou!d Mr. Paire be ignorant
of this? certainly not, 1if he ever read a hiftory of England.
But we have not yet done with his Scale of Taxation, for as
he found by his former feries, that the virtuous refitance of the
people to taxation increafed for four centuries, he tells us the
three laft centuries ‘prove that the national charafter of the
Englifh has changed. We did indeed fuppofe that fince thetime
ot Richard the third, we had changed, and we prefumed for
the better: but this it feems is a miflake ; and it is rather re-
markable, that both Mr. Barke and Mr. Paine fhould concur in
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g defire to make uslook back with regret to the happinefs enjoy-

¢d by our anceftors in the 14thand 15th centuries. Mr. Burke
tells us, that fince the 14th century we have fearce made any
improvements in ‘ur government; and Mr. Paine afferts that
« it would have been impoffible to have dragooned the former
« Englifb inwo the excefs of taxation which now exifis.” Indeed
it gives me great pleafure that 1 can heartily concur with him in
this fentinient: firmly am I perfuaded that at the period of
which te fpeaks ( 1466) it would not have been in the power of

" bloody King Richard, to have dragooued the people of this

country into the payment of feventeen millions of money, eveu

" had he ftriped them of all their property : it may even be doubt-

ed whether the fee fimple of this 1fland would then have fold
for that fum. The nation, as Mr. Paine juftly obferves, has

" fince that time undergone a great change ; we are now un-

fortunately in fuch a fituation, that government can dragoon us
into the payment of thisimmenfe fum.
It muft be obferved that Mr. Paine has very eafy and com-
ndious rules for forming 2 judgment on fubieéts, which fome
people fuppofe to be of fome difficalty. Thus to judge of
government and its adminiftration weare tolook atthe amountof
taxes. Mr. Pitt, he fays, boafts of how much revenue, whereas
the boaft ought 10 be how little : judging by this rule certainly our
overnment deferves all the rancour Mr. Paine has exprefled.
%t certainly is the worft government, and Mr, Pitt is thg worft
minifter that ever exifted ; and what is {till worfe, he does not
feem difpofed to mend and notwithftanding Mr. Paine’s advice,
he ftill continues plundering us of more and more every year
When Mr. Paine publifhed his book, he ftated the revenue at
feventeen millions, this year it is faid to be eighteen. 1f foitis
extremely obvious, that in the courfe of a fingle year, our govern=
ment 18 %rown exaflly a feventeenth part worfe, and the minifter
in precifely the fame proportion, more boyith and profligate.
As the grofs amount of our taxes thus appears to be the proper
fcale by which the defects of our government are to be eftimated,
it will follow, not only, that our government is the worft that
ever exifted, and that it has been gradually growing worfe for
above three centuries,but that if, in cale of a war,the produce of
our permanent taxes fhould decreafe from fourteen milions,
their prefent amount, to half that fum, which is extremely
obable, it will then be equally evident, that our government
1S improved, and that its adminiftration is only halfas bad as at

: {)rcf¢rit, Such is the nature of the reafoning of this profound

ogician,
gIt is remarkable that notwithftanding thefe exclamations as to
the amount of our taxcs, yet there is one of them Mr. Paine
feems much to regret to find fo low; and fo extremely anxious'is
he to convinee us of it, that hehazards affertions, which not only

* every perfon the leaft acquainted ‘with the fubje& knows to be

falle, but which are fo' extravagantly abfurd, that the mioft
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ignorant muft fufpe€t their falfehood. In page 100, he fays,
 notwithflanding taxes have increafed and multiplied upon ever

*S article of comman confumption the land-tax has diminifbed. ﬂ
“ 1788 it was £.1900,000 whick is half a million lefs than it
s froduced, almoft an hundred years fince.”” And he gives us a
reference to Sir Fokn Sinclair in anote. This reference is
perhaps the moft extraordinary inflance of literary effrontery

-exifting. He does not give us the amount of the land-tax at

the time mentioned in the text. He does not preducea fingle
yearin any King'’s reign, from the conquett to this time. lg-le
does not do this, becaufe there is not one can be refered to, but
what would dire&ly fallify his affertion. An appearance of
evidence was all he wanted, and prefuming thebulk of readers,

“would read his text without troubling themfelves to compare it with

his note, he gives, for the amount of the land-tax at the revolu-
tion, the fum which in the time of the civil war, was levied on
all property, and every fpecies of income, by the republican
army. Had the affertion in the note been true that the republic
in 1646 raifed two millions and a half on the land, what would
it prove, but the tyranny, oppreflion, and injuftice of a repub-
lican government. Would it ferve Mr. Paine’s argument to
fhew that the republic in one year aflefled on the land, more
than was levied on it during the whole reign of any one of the
Stuarts. But the faét is not fo. Mr. Paine to induce us to
plunder the landed proprietors, does not fcruple to {lander even
republicanifm itfelf. The republic in the laft century was

. certainly tolerably difpofed to punifh the landed men for their

adherence to monarchy : but they never thought of doing it
to the extent Mr. Paing alledges. I have the afleflment for
1657 now before me, it is ageneral tax on every fpecies of
property, land included, at fixty thoufand pounds per month:
not a third part of our prefent land-tax ; and inftead of the land
having been favored fince the revolution, it appears that prior
thereto there exifted no fuch thing as a regular land-tax. Lord
Cokein his 2d.Inft. page 77, givesanaccount of the antient fubfidies
and fifteenths : they were afleflments on all property, real and
perfonal, and till the revolution were levied only occafionally.
This mode was followed for fome time even after the revolution.
That in 1697 is called «“ an 4¢F as well by a land-tax as by feveral
¢ fubfidies and pther duties.” It inclnded a capitation of four
fhillings on all but paupers. This is about the period Mr. Paine
alludes to, when the amount of the levy op all property, land
included, was only about half of what Mr. Pane afferts was
raifed on the land only. The mode of aflefling the land only
was by degrees adopted foon after. The land proprietors were
deemed enemies tothe Hanover Succeffion,and as fuch they were
treated. Addifon’s Fox-hunter, and Fielding's ’Squire Weflern
were intended to depi@ and ridiculg them. The obje&t of
government, while revolution politics prgvailed, was to raife a
monied intereft and deprefs the landed. 1 he artifice with which
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this plan was condufied is fomewhat curious. After therevolu-
. sion, though the a8ks were formed in the antient maoner as an
affefiment oa perfonal as well as real property yet Dr. Dgvenant
tells us, as people were fuffered to give in what accouuts they
pleafed of their perfonal ofic@ts and incomes, and government
adopting no mode to render the affefiment effeCtual, 1t by degrees
became trivial: thus tho” by the firft of Queen Arn, 4 fabfidy
was- granted on all perfmal effells, as well as land, end even the
pradiitionersof she law weve affeffed at four ilkings in the powund of
their neat income, yet Was it To levied, that tho’ it ought in the
increafed ftateof perfonal property at that time, to have raifed
£ me millions, yet it produced only [300,524. The affefl-
ment on perfonal property and income being become fo
snconfiderable, the Jevy was foon after difcontinued, and the
whole raifed on the land. Yet isthe old form fill continued in
framing the land-tax adts, they contain a general afleflm:nt on
every ipecies of property, except money in the funds. The
commiflioners gre veited with extraordinry power, their decifions
cannot be appegled from. The oath they formerly took was,
« you fball caufe.the rates and duties to be charged on Jlock intrade,
a8 “debts at interefl, penfions, annuities, flipendss profefons, offeces,
« and the perfonat-duty of four fhilking 10 be dr’y lewted according
« 19 your fRill and judgment.” This oath has been difcontinued,
that they might not perjure shemfelves, and they now only take
the oath of allegiance. The alt called a Land-tax Aa s
now trampled under foot, and totatly difregarded by thofe who
onght to execute it, and atax is rasfed every year onthe land, to
the amount of two millions, in direft -oppofition to the very act,
~ under which it is pretended to be levied. - On what principle
this aét is thus uniformly difpenfed with might call for inquiry, 35
souch as thofe numerous abufes, of the exiftence of whic
M. Paine labours fo much to convince us: it is now adduced
merely to illuftrate Mr. Paine’s wonderful pofition, of the
Janded intereft having been favored in refpeét to taxation fince
<he revolution, and it he can fpare afew moments of his valuable
time, we might beg him to fupport his affertion, 1n page 101,
o That before the comng of the Hanoverians, the taxes were divided
“ in nearly equal proporiions betwcen the land and articles of €on-
-« fumption, tbe land beaving rathet the largeft foare.” Or rather
‘will he  fhew that prior to within a few years of the Hanover
Succeffion, there was any regular tax at all levied folely on the
land. - And it may alfo be afked, ifa portion of any particular
fpecies of property can {eized on by the ftate, on any other prin-
ciple than that, on which Mr. Patne would inftigate a national
convention to feize upon the whole.
The landed intereft, or ashe chufes to call it *¢ the Ariffocracys
« he fays, are wt the farmers who work the land, and raifc-the
« produce, but are the mere confumers of therent ; and when compared
« with the aftive wotld, are the ‘drones, a feraglio of males, u ho
iy culléct the honey ot form the bive, but exift only for lazy
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* enjoyment.”  Andin page 103, « It s diffeult to difeover what
““ 25 meant by alanded intereft, if it does not mean” a combina-
“ tion of arifiocratical land-holders, oppofing their own pecuniary
‘“ anterefl, to that of the farmer, and every branch of trade, com-
£ merce, and manufafiure.” Notwithflanding the difficulty
Mr. Paine is under of difcovering the meaning of a landed
intereft, moft people will imagine it to be very obvious ; they
will fuppofe it to mean, the intereft of thofe whofe property is
vefted in land ; as a commercial intereft means, the intereit of
thofe whofe property is vefted in commerce, or a monied-intereft,
that of thofe perfons whofe property is vefted in money, and its
various fecurities, and they will be apt to afk Mr. Paine what
neceffary relation ariftecracy or combination, has to a landed,
more than a commerciai or monied intereft. Thofe who atiend
toourlegiflative proceedings will not eafily difcover thisariftocrat,
ical < combination of perfons in a common intereft.”

The monied intereft fince it has acquired weight in the legif-
Jature, has indeed given evidence, if not of a combination, yet of
an active powerful attention to its peculiar intereft. When at
the clofe of the laft war, they pofleffed twenty millions of navy
bills, they were not content with having bought them at a great
difcount, and with government fulfilling the only compaétit was
under, the payment of the intereft: they by their clamour and
weight in parliament, compelled government to fund them, and
in fo doing to give them three millions more than the bills were
worth, and more than upon any principle of juftice or common -
fenfe they ought to have received : and this they effefted in fpite
of the oppofition of the minifler himfelf. The landed intereft
may indeed in one fenfe deferve the epithet of drones, which
Mr. Paine beflows on them. It will not be eafy to difcover
any tracesof their a€tivity to guard themfelves from injuftice:
poffefled of a property of fix hundred millions, they might be
fuppofed to have fome weight in the legiflature} but little
folicitous have they been to avail themfelves of it. Theirs is
the only fpecies of property, on which an annual depredation is
made, under the denomination of a tax. Onthem is quartered
the whole body of the national clergy, though the ~original
claim to tythe had no particular relation to land : the fpeculation
of the ftock-jobber, and the winnings of the gambler, are by the
law of tythes equally fubje@ to clerical claims, thoth for
feveral centuries the clergy have faftened themfelves folely an
landed property. The rate to maintain the poor is rcally levied
on them, for tho’ it be levied on the tenant, the landlord’s
property is depreciated by every incumbrance with which it
1s loaded: hence it is evident that he maintains the
appendages of the national religion; the roads, prifons, bridges,
and almoft all important public expences and tho’ the poffeffion
of landed property be naturally of the fimpleft nature, yet the
lawyers derive their principal fupport from its being involved in
fuch = labyrinth, that they themfelves are frequently loft in its

-
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magzes. And laftly the whole of this vaft property, is for near
half the year converted into a vaft common, to be laid wafte
and trodden under foot, by every individual who can call him-
felf efquire, or who, by renting 2 fhop in ’Change-alley,or 2
warehoufe in Thames-ftreet, to a given amouat, €an break the
inclofures and fpoil the crop of the beft eftate in the kingdom :
and the law has been {o careful to proteét him in the trefpafs,
thatin cafe it does not exceed a given fum, the greater part of
the expence of the ation falls on the landed proprietor who

refumes to feek redrefs for the injury. Mr. Paine attribute®
the game laws o0 the undue influence of the landed intereft,
and tells us ¢ if there were @ boufe of farmers they would not
« ¢xiffi. It hasbeen calculated that the damage refulting to
one fingle county by the game laws, am@unts-to £.40,000 per
annum. Will Mr. Paine “nform us whether the county is not
worth fo much the lefs to its proprietors, and whether the
sentals would not be increafed if the game were not protefted
by law, for the amnfement of the country attorney, the fport-
ing parfon, or the rufticated cit.  Let us 0o longer complain of
uncultivated land, of deferted villages, or of the flow progrefs
of agriculrural improveraents thatthey take place in 2 property
fo circumftanced, muft be attributed to the patrioxifm, or the
ignorance of the proprietor, who, after all thefe incumbrances
and reftritions on his eftare, is ftill farther controled by
capricious lawsin the fale of the produce of his land.

It is fomewhat extraordinary that Mr. Painé’s paruzans
fhould be remarkably folicitous to difclaim the Jeading principle
of their mafter. An equalization of rights, not of property,
they pretend he contends for: but if there be any meaning in
his work, it is, that all the moft important boundaries of prop-
erty fhould be trodden nnder foot, for if the moft confiderable
branch of property, that of land anad its improvement, is to be
thuas mgmatized, {urely no other can be deemed inviolable.

“7That the earth in its natural ftate is equally the property of
every individual born on it, we will readily admit ; all men have
an equal right to the ufe of it, and no man could be entitled to
- more, if the good of fociety did not require it. But the earth in
a ftate of nature affords’a miferable fupport to a fmall pumber
of inhabitants : in_the imperfeét flate re{ulting from mere oc-
capancy, its benefit to man is inconfiderable, in comparifon of
the improved ftate of which it is capable. As then a transfer-
able and permanent property in land is neceffary for the fupport
of an increafed number of inhabitaats, and as the increafe of its
sohabitants is the will of Heaven, it thence neceffarily follows
that that ftate of the earth thould exift, which is necef-
fary toadapt it to an increafing ftate of man; thatis a perma~
pent and transferable property- Hence this ftate of a. landed

roperty which Mr. Paine Rigmatizes, appears t0 be of the
molt facred nature, it mult have a cotlateral exiftence with the
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increafe of man, and to fhake it, is to terminate that increafe,
The fecundity of the earth, under the cultivating hand of man,
has fearfe any limits from that favage ftate in which hundreds
of acres are requifite to fapport an individual, to the fupport
of many on a fingle acre: thusthe earth appears to be wilely
fitted by its maket to the increafing ftate of man: the earth in
this improved ftate may be deemed almoft a new creation; it
bears no more refemblznce to its original ftate, than the oak -
growing in the foreft, to the oak when “converted into a thip,
and floating on the waves : it becomes as much a property, and
it is a property whieh the good of fociety calls on us to fan&ion
and prote®; far indeed beyond any other. A capital vefted in
any other fpecies of property, can be transfered from one part
of the earth to another, the proprietor is a citizen of the world =
but agricultural improvement muft take place in confidence of
the permanency and ftability of thofe laws on the faith of which
they were made, and if fociety innovate on this fpecies of
property, it violates that confidence which was repofed in i,
and a confidence from whence it derives the moft effentiaf
benefits. A capital velted in any other purfuit, requires
not an equal confidence in the good faith of fociety, becaufe
the expeétation of a reimburfement is far lefs remote : the com-
pafs ot a few years limits onr views, and circumfcribes our
hopes; and a. difappointment will not refult from any
remote changes in the laws, or convullions in the {tate: but the
more operofe improvements of the earth, muit refult from views
far more diftant, to build, plaat, inclofe, embank, and drain ; to
render the earth fruitful by combining its various {oils, an
inducement muft be held forth, far beyond the fragil tenure of
human life; the profpect of tranfmiring them to a {ucceflion of
heirs, and if that fucceflion be violated, or the property
dilapitated, that implied compact is broken, on the faith of
which the improvements were made.

With this obvious view of landed property before us, let us
confider Mr. Paine ftigmatifing as ulelefs drones, the propri-
etors of the moft improved portion of this habitable globe.
Men whofe labour or whofe property has converted this iflaad
into a refidence for ten millions of men in all the various clafles
of civilized life; which originally would not have preferved a
tenth part of the number, in 2 ftate of mere {avage exiftence.

But thefe men it feems, are, ‘¢ mere drones, they are not
¢ the farmers who work the land and raife the produce, but are

"¢ the mere confumers of the rent.” This will deferve fome
confideration  The idea of a droneis that of a ufelefs intruder
into a well ordered foclety who lives on the {poil of it,and whem
it is incumbent on the fociety to expcl from amongft them.
This certainly is the idea Mt. Paine means to coavey to -his
national convention when it fhall affemble, and as the labouring
part of the nation will compofe a great majority, perhaps ten to
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ofie, whitcan bea more natural ftep for them firft to adopt;
than fo expel from the hive, thefe mere drones, who do not
raife the produce, but only confume the rent; and the idea
mutt be extended ftill farther, for bya parity of reafon, all are
to be confidered as drones, who do not labour themfelves, but
derive their fupport from the labour of others: that they pay’
the labourer his hire cannot be deemed fufficient, the 1an§
proprietor himfelf, or the perfon from whom he derives his
title has done that, he has inclofed the ground to fecure the
crop, and the barn to receive it, but as he neither fows nor
reaps it, he can from thence it feems derive no title to any part
of it: thus the farmer himfelf, if he hires the labourers and
derives a living from their labour and not his own, muft be
equally deftitute of a title to the crop; the landlord's large
capital and the farmer’s fmall one are indeed both employed,
and tho’ without them the crop could never have been raifed,
yet is the labourer who fows and reaps intitled to the whole,

211 but him are mere drones, living on the labour of others.
Every other great clafs of property ftands in the fame predic-
ament : the owners of (hipping,are‘‘mere drones,they are not the
& mariners whonavigate the veffel, they are the mere confumers
« of the freight.” 'The heirs of Sir R. Arkwright will poflefs a
Juxurious property equal to ‘moft landed eftates in the kingdom,
they may like the land-holders let it, and become the mere
confumers of a rent, and tho’ Mr. Paine in his 141 page only
propofes depriving them of a part, yet furely if he be confiftent
the whole ought to be forfeited. If a national convention
adopt his principles they will confider as a luxury every eftate
from whence an income is derived without labour, and will
convert the mere drones into ufeful. bees, that is, into ative
Gitizens, or labouring men. Yet have Mr. Paine’s partizans
the affurance to tell us that Mr. Paine’s principles, equalife

rights only, and not property.

Mr. Paine in the {fame page, in which he fays ¢ it is difficult
« todifcover what is meantbya landed intercft, if it does not mean
« 4 combination of ariftecratical land-bolders,” immediately
roceeds to admit its {uperior importance, «it is the intereft (he
< fays) not of the policy, but of the exiftence of man, and when it
« ceafes he muft ceafe to be,” and from thence infers, with that
perverfity of intellect which characerifes his work, that it needs
po particular protetion. Moft people would have drawn a
- different inference, they would have fuppofed that in proportion
as it was important, it fhould be powerfully fupported and
feduloufly guarded. Mr. Paine, indeed choofes to {uppofe that
‘mankind poffefs a fufficient portion of; wifdom to difcern the
public good; and virtue and fortitude enough to purfue it: but
the hiftory of mankind will hardly fupport his pofition. Turn-
 pike roads, broad-wheel waggons, faw-mills, and cotton-mills,
. however beneficial to the public, have not always received the
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countenance, even of that part of the commiunity for whofe
benefit they were particularly adopted, until ufe had rendered
them familiar, and experience proved their utility. This
obferyation applies more particularly to landed property, as the
beneficthe public derive from {ecuringit,though themoftimportast.
15 not the moft obvious: an aét to feize on all the {h; ing of .
the kingdom, and divideit among the failors; wouldbeea{ily feen :
to be dangerous, becaufe every one muft know the very rumour -
ot it weuld deprive us of our fhipping: but Mr. Paine may -
fuggeft to a national convention, that no {uch danger can refult
~ from feizing on landed property ; the improvements of the land
exift, the barns are built, the inclofures made, and the foil
improved, thefe cannot be conveyed away to another nation: to
divide it among tho'c who have hitherto laboured on it fora
miferab'e cxiftance, is a plan plaufible at leaft.

If legal fanctions and all the energy of the flate be {carecly
futhcient to preferve property, little veneration can weexpe to
be paid to ir, when, as Mr. Puasne propofes, all government and
all law thall be diffolved, and the whole property in the nation
fhall be thrown into ene mafs to be difpofed of at the will of the
majority ; when even plunder may aflume the forms of law.
Jt will then be in vain to urge, that the land, by having been
fecured to the proprietors for a feries of years, has received
improvements, by which it renders tenfold more than if the
ufufru? only had been enjoyed ;—T hat thofe improvements had
been 'made underan implied compad, that a permanent property
in them was eltablithed; and thata violation of this property
was an infraction of that implied compa&, fiom whence refult.
ed thofe improvements by which the earth was fitted to {upport
ten times ihe number of inhabitants it would fuftain if mere
occupancy only had been enjoyed. It would probably be in
vain te urge, that by feizing the improvements already made, all
future improvements would be obftruéted, for that in propertion
as the property in land was infecure 2nd limited, in that.pmpor_
tion would the motive to improve it be dimini{hed. .

As the increafe of mankind is only limited by the means of
their fupport, fo is the earth capable of yielding that fupport to
man in an almolt un'imited degree. This ifland is perhaps in
the moft perfeét ftate of cultivation of anry part of the globe. yetit -
isprobably as inferior to the ftate of cultivation to which it may be
carried, asits prefent ftate is fuperior, to even that of America
ifelf. As therefore a permanent and exclufive property ‘in
land is that which will render the earth fit to fuftain the greateft:
number of inhabitancs, ic follows that to preferre that perevanient
and exclufive property muft. be a principal objeft of lawisand:.
government, and in proportion as any fyftem of goverainent -
tends to weaken the pofleflion of land, in that proportion it it -
uanfit to be adopted in that attvanced ftage of civil fociety where
theincreafe of man calls for anincreafing means of fupport,
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M. Buaine, to figmatize the Janded intereft, reproaches thent

with the reftraints under which thcir property labours from the
continnance of barbarous laws. The anticnt_military tenures,
to which the land of the various countries of Europe was fub-
je&ted, arofe not from a difpofition to benefit land-holders or
the public, but merely to create 2 power that might defend the
pew made conquefts: hence the holders of the lands were not
fuffered toalienate them, and they were limited in theit defcent
to 2 fingle individual, that the firength of the military chief
might not be weakened by dividing the oftate, and for the fame
purpofe during 2 minority they were ferzed into the King’s -
hands. Mr. Paine feems t0 reproach the Janded intereft that
it was delivered from the latt of thefe reftritions, by the ftatute
»f Charles the fecond, for abolifling the Court of Wards, and
then, to fhew how perfeétly abfurd and inconfiffent itwas poflible
to be, he alfo infults them, in page 107 of the firt edition of
his fecond part {from whence all the quotations have been taken)
becaufe the law of entails and primogeniture ftill continues.
will admit thofe reftraints to form what Mr.Pame terms, *“ 4 law
< of brutal injeflice.” The intereft of the land-holder and the
community, both fuggeft that his property fhould be fecure, an
his authority and control over it as unlimited as over any other
fpecies of property: that he fhould be allo xed to alienate and tO
devife it to whom he pleafes. But what ever hardfhips the
landed intereft may labour under from our prefent fyftem of
laws, they will hardly thank Mr. Paine for his inteference, they
will certainly prefer paying 3 fine to the crown for alienation,
to being deprived of it altogether; and I belicve moft men,
though . they might wifh for the liberty of difpofing of landed,
like other property, to whom they pleale, yet they will certainly
prefer itsdefcending to their eldeft fon, to its being, as Mr. Painé
propofes, forfeited o the ftate, or difpofed of by thofe who have
no property of their own, and confequently whofe intereft 1n
the (tate, can be but of 2 {ubordinate nature: for contrary to
Mr. Paine's aflertion, no part of the community can have an
intereft in the laws and government of the country equal to the
Janded proprietors; nonecan have anintereft foperte€tly con netted
with its general intereft: nore whoaie fo incapable of purfuing
a partial, in oppofition to that general intereft. The landed
proprieters not only pofefs the largeft portion of national
property, that on which the principal portion of wealth has
been expended, but they are the only perfons who have any
material intereft in the future ftate of this country.
_ When every individual can be fuppofed to have an equal
intereft in the ftate, and every clafs of mankind are equally
concerned in the futureand permanent profperity of the couutrys
then Jet every individual affume an equal fbare in its government
* but ere we call the coal-heaver from his labour, and the coach-.
man from his box to legiflate, we have at ieaft a right to fome
evidence that our laws will be thereby improwd.—-—-—-FlNlS-
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HE melancholy cataftrophe of the king of France,
and the horror it has excited in this country, call
for inveftigation ; becaufe confequences of great import-
ance feem likely to refult from 1t, and, in proportion as
thele confequences may be important, it is requifite
that the inveitigation fhould be cool and unimpafficned.
Even in the ordinary fituations, and common occur-
ences of human life, great is the rifk and danger of
giving up our condu¢t to the guidance; even of thofe
paffions, which, when under the guidance and
control of reafon, are valuable and amiable. . The
human paffionsmay properly give energy to our actions,
when reafon has marked out their courfe, and fixed
their boundaries; but, without thefe precautions, they
are dangerous in the extreme; nor can any action,
refulting merely from our paffions, be denominated
- virtuous or moral, any more than the fidelity of adog,
the harmleflnefsof a fheep, orthe attachment of adove.
If we extend our views from common life, to the more
enlarged fphere of human action, which hiftory prefents.
to our view, we fhall find the moft enormous evils,
arofe from the ditates of reafon being overborn by the
fervor of the paffions, under whofe fallacious colouring
men have fuppofed themfelves to be in the path of
duty, while they have been outraging every moral
principle, and trampling on every duty of focial life.
Under the impreffion of heroifm and "patrioti{m, what
dreadful mifchiefs have pervaded every age of the
world! and an imagination inflamed with an idea of
advancing God’s glory, has been productive of no lefs
dreadful confequences; not much inferior have been
thofe which have refulted from a defire of avenging the
real or imaginary wrongs of individuals : Nor is this
principle confined to the annals of chivalry ; it difgraces
the page of hiftory. For upwards of a century thjs
nation was deluged in blood, by the partizans of the
elaimants of the crown ; and in the prefent century we
‘have had two civil wars, to avenge the injuries, and
redrefs the wrongs of the houfe of Stuart.
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"Thus have we experienced the mifchiefs of this
principle, of which the danger is the greater, as it
affumes the guife of juftice and humanity. Were we
merely to accompany with a look of pity, and the figh
of commiferation, the unfortunate Bourbons, or the
{till more unfortunate Stuarts; it might not be neceflary
accurately to inveftigate the foundation of our pity, oF
to be very folicitous exally to apportion it. If it
tends to meliorate our minds by contemplating human
woe, or, to Improve them by refle&tion on the uncer-
tainty of human felicity, no harm would refult, though

our ferrow fhould border on excefs: nor may it be

requifite in fuch cafe, ‘to be very anxious to bring our
feelings to the bar of reafon. But if the profligate and
defigning attempt to rake advantage of human frailty;
if they excite our pity that they may work it into
rage ; if they attempt 10 fuffufe our eyes in tears, that
they may lead us blindly, to perpetrate greater
mifchiefs than thofe they affect to deplore; it will then
‘become us to give firmnefs to our nerves, to reprefs
our feelings, and to call upon reafon to refume her

throne. She will tell us, that the continuance both of

smoral and phyfical evilin the world, is the will of him
who made it; and that the cognizance of human aflions;
as to their moral nature, belongs & him who will in due

‘time render to every man according to his works ; that

man can have no authority to punifh his fellow mortalsy
but what is derived from the will, either exprefs, or.
implied of their common parent. Hence it appears
that that degree and fpecies of authority is to be ex-

-ercifed among men united in focial compa, which the

prefervation of that compalt requires; and in the
feveral relations of life that which thofe fpecial relations
call for Butin none of thofe cafes cognizanceis taken
of the a&tion abftractedly, as toits moral turpitude, but
merely in reference tothe relationbetween man and man;
if we prefume to go beyond this, we are trampling on
the authority of him, who, fpeaking of the good and
evil in this world, decreed, ¢ let them grow together
« till the harveft.” ,

This principle is attually recognized by the general
ftructure of our criminal code, which forbears to take
notice of many offences, though of a very criminal
nature. A man may fuffer even his parent to perifh
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for want; and though, in this and a vatiety of inftances,
heé might be guilty of an atrocious murder, the law will
take no notice of it. Perjury, if unaccompanied with
any injury to fociety ; and even adultery and feduétion,
though attended with circumftances which might con-
ftitute the climax of human guilt, are totally unnoticed
by our criminal law. As thus the moft enormous
crimes are fuffered to go unpunithed; fo attions not
merely of trivial guilt, but which refult from good and
amiable difpofitions, if deemed injurious to fociety, are
punithed with feverity. The Grecian Daughter, for
obftruting the execution of a legal fentence, muft have
beendeemed guilty of a crime, by every well conftituted
fyftem of law. And it is notonly in annexingpunifh-
meant to crime, but in conduéting the legal procefs that
we lofe fight of the moral turpitude of the offence.
Thus we acquit the moft notorious and well-known
criminals, rather than violate thofe rules of evidence
which we deem the good of fociety to require; nor is
an individual fuffered to inflict thofe punithments which
the laws have annexed to crimes, however certain he
may be of the criminal’s guilt.

If then a ftate of civil compa&, where mankind are
connected by a recognized fyltem of laws, enforced by
the fanétions of government; where the crimes can be
accurately defined, and the criminals difcriminated and
punifhed; the moral nature of human aé&ions is thus dif-
regarded, and they are not punithed on the mereabftract
principle of their moral turpitude; lurelv we are not
on any fuch principle, to enter forcibly into other fo-
cieties, to punith its members, cither collectively or
individually? Such a proceeding muft neceffarily be
deftitute of every proper principle, on which man can
be authorifed to take cognizance of the actions of his
fellow creatures. There is no acknowleged fyftem or
laws to govern the conduét of nations in thus punifh-
ing each others crimes. The diffonance in the laws
and cuftoms of different nations, renders them very
inadequate judges of each others proceedings; nor are
there any means by which the nature of the offence can
be properly eftimated. The accufed nation will not
fubmit to plead to any foreign jurildiction, they muft
therefore be condemned unheard. The French national
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convention will be.as lictle difpofed to fubmit the juftice
of their revolution to the adjudication of the Britith
court, as the Englifh convention would in 1688 have
been to have fubmitted that of the Englifh revolution
to the court of France. Such proceedings muit be
deftitute of the femblance of juftice; and thofe who
have the government of nations fo avowedly aét on
political motives, that, when others are pretended, it
may reafonably be imagined that the view is to per-
petrate crimes, under the pretence of punifhing them.
But, admitting the Britifh court to be altuated by the
pureft motives .—admitting that Africa, the Weft-
indies, the Eaft-indies, and our Sifter Kingdom were
to bear a united teftimony to the re&itude and bene-
ficence of our condutt, that we never interfere in the
concerns of other countries, but to promote their happi-
nefs, and fecure their rights ;—that our {word is the
fword of juftice, and not of outrage; and, that it never
was unfheathed but to protect the innocent, and to
punifh the aggreflor: yet, ftill might the propriety of
our avenging the death of the king of France be doubt-
ed, becaufe we have hardly the means of difcriminating
the guilty, or afcertaining their proportionate fhare
in the guilt.

Political events are of fo complicated a nature, and
arife frequently from fuch contingencies, that to diftin-
guifh the refpective thares of merit or demerit in
the actors is ufually very difficult, even to thofe who
are actors in the fene, and moft intimately acquainted
w:xth its conduét; and it muft be peculiarly fo, refpect-
ing the French revolution, from the various forms it
has affumed, the variety of circumftances with which it
has been attended, and the numerous actors who have
taken part in it. Are we to punifh the municipal
officers who conducted the execution, or the individual
members of the convention who voted it? Admitting
the king to have committed no offence that deferved
punifhment ; admitting our judgment on this head to
be infallible; and admitting alfo that the majority of
the national convention faw it in the fame point of view;
yet ftill we are inadequate judges how far they were
voluntary aéors in the {cene, or how far they were
impelled by circumftances; whether they were actuated
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by malice or revenge, or whether,in a critical moment,
and threatened withdeftruction by {urrounding enemies,”
they might think it expedient to unite the nation, by
removing the only fource of difcord that exifted
amongft them. 1f it be faid that they ought to have
rendered juftice uninfluenced by popular clamour, let it
be afked if the Britith parliament have always manifeft-
ed fuch laudable firmnefs?  Did they not avowedly to
appeafe a popular clamour, repeal the Jew bill, and
deprive of their acknowledged right, thoufands of
peaceable fubjets?  If it be faid thé¢ French con-
vention were notjuftified in punithingan individual, on
the mere political principle, that the peace, the fafety,
and the good of the community called for it; may it
notbe demanded, for what offence the houfes of Stuart
and of Savoy were fet afide by a Britith parliament ¢ If
attachment to the Romuth fee was their crime; of that
crime was Louis equally guilty, and if the fecurity of
this ifland jultified us in confidering it as fuch, furely
the national convention of France are equally juftifiable
in paying the fame attention to the fecunty, the peace,
and the happinefs of the firft nation in the univerfe.

It is cuftomary in this kingdom, to fpeak contem-
tuoully of the national convention. I will fo far comply
with the fathion, as to acknowledge them to have been
perfetly infignificant on this occafion.  The municipal
officers, who executed the fentence, and the national
convention who decreed it, may be confidered as the
mere mftruments, the accidental terminators of an event
whichrefulted from a train of circumftances: and, in
inveftigating thote circumftances, we fhall be far more
likely to find the real criminals, than among the naticnal
convention, or the muricipal officers. Mr. Burke,
even n the early ftages of the French revolution, cen-
fidently predicted a fatal cataftrophe; this was certainly
not very diflicult for him to do with fome degree of
certainty.  Jonathan Wild feldom failed in his predic-
tions. Thofe who were not in the fecret of the hoftile
meafures, intended to be purfued, refpecting the French
revolution, could not, indeed, perceive any thing of a
very king-Killing afpett: not a fingle circumttance
attending the eftablithment of the new government
could be refered to, as containing the feeds of danger
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to the royal perfoh. To impofe this on the public
mind, the eftablifhment of the new government, and
the attempt to fubvert it, mutt be confounded. The
meafures taken to effect the reftoration of the old
government, whether they fucceeded, or whether they
mifcarried, not merely threatened, but infured deftruc-
tion to the unfortunate monarch. The hoftile armies
gathering round, were the fure prefages of his fate.

At that important and critical moment, the national
affembly invoked our interference, and offered to fub-
mit to our mediation; an offer honorable to themfelves!
—honorable to us! They repofed a confidence 1n us,
that, poffefling a free government, We would not impofe
on them their antient defpotifim. And will not fome
be apt to imagine that this was the real reafon that we
refufed our mediation? They will perhaps fay that
fubverting the infant liberty of France and Poland, and
eftablifhing antient flavery, was an office more becom-
ing German and Ruffian defpots, than a Britifh nation,
and that it was more convenient that we fhould ftand
aloof, atleaft for the prefent. The Prufiian, the Autftrian,
and the Ruffian armies might undertake the bufinefs;
they poffibly might effect it, as they have that of Poland,
without our interference; if not, the contefl might pro-
duce fome event which would afford us a more colour-
able pretext for interfering, than the fubvertion of the
Yiberties of France or Poland,or fecuring the defpotifm
of Germany. Among thefe events, the moft certain
and the moft defirable, muft be the death of theking of
France, by the hands of his enraged fubjeéts. It is
not eafy to fee how the hoftile armies could enter
France, with threatened deftrution, but in the expecta-
tion of thatevent. The emigrant princes, the cidevant
fobles, and the nonjuring clergy of France might {ay,
The whole body of our countrymen are united in one
firm phalanx, to refift thofe exclufive privileges we have
fo long enjoyed; and, however zealous the illufirious
potentates of Ruffia, Pruffia, and Auftria may be to
replace us in the poffeflion of them, yet alas! it is an
arduous undertaking, which it is poffible our country-
men, united as one man againft us, may fuccefsfully
yefift. In this fitvation, what can be more important
t0 our caufc? What could enliven our hopes {fo much,
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as the court of Britain adopting our caufe? If her
armies are not confiderable, her refources are great.
She can fupply the finews of war. Her national cre-
dit, and her fyftem of finance are of fo peculia: a ftruc-
ture, that, were fhe to join cordially in our fup; ort, the
war might be protratted to an extent, that would ex-

. hautt the refources of our countrymen, and they may

.

at length, be neceffitated to exchange the calamities of
war for thofe we mean to impofe uponthem. But though
the reception of our friend Calonne, at the Britifh court,
and tho’ Mr. Burke’s abufe of our adverfaries, having
there obliterated the remembrance of his panegyrics on
republicanifim, and his infults on royalty, are circum-
ftances which may well warrant us to conclude that our
friends are not limited to Germany and Ruffia; yet
alas, in Britain liberty rears her head! There a
fwinith multitude influences public proceedings, and
however cordially fome perfonages may be inclined to
fupport us, yet may they be fearful of doing it in oppo=
fition to the public voice. Butcould our countrymen
be induced to deftroy the king or queen, then indeed a
fudden furor might be raifed in the Englith nation,
under cover of which our friends there might adopt
our caufe. The minifter might be then perfuaded to
come down to the houfe, and tell them that the death
of the king was  The natural cfleft of the principles
“ maintained in France,” and that thefe principles ¢ Had
“ brought to a fatal caraffropbe a lawful fovereign.”
That  they had fbed the blood of their unfortunate monarch
“ left the world fhould be at a lofs to know the nature of
“ their fyfiem,” and he may then poflibly be induced to
call on the nation ¢ o arreft the progrefs of fuch principles,
“ and prevent their ccntagion,” Shall we then quietly fub=
mit to the limited monarchy now eftablifhed? Shall we
fuffer the king, like the Englith monarchs, to obtain
the love of the people, by willingly abandoning the
antient prerogatives of the crown, chearfully acquieicing
in the limited power affigned him, and exercifing his
veto in fubfervience to the public voice, content with
the influence and importance he will derive from the
immenfe civil lift they have alloted him? Shall we
fuffer him, like the Englifh queen Mary, to concur in
the feifure of the temporalities of the clergy, of that
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religion, to which, like her, he is attached? Or, fhall
we tempt him to unite his intereft with ours, and, by
holding out to him the hope of powerful foreign affift-
ance, induce him to ufe the power {till left in his hands?
Our countrymen will fuppofe that the hoftile armies in-
- vading and dcfolating France in his name, have his
concurrence. The people will be enraged, a conven-
tion will take place, and thus the king muft inevitably
fall.  This may induce the friends of a limited mon-
archy to ftrengthen our party; but, at all events, if the
nation fhould ftill be united againft us, and the invading
armies fhould be repulfed, ftill the king being deftroy-
ed, and a democratic  republic eftablithed,
Mr. Burke and our other friends in England will
thence be enabled to render our countrymen more
generally odious to the Englith nation, than 1s poflible
while France continues a limited monarchy. Thus
the death of the king will become the means of induce
ing the Englifh, to engage in a war, to reftore us to
thofe riches and privileges, of which they have long
fince deprived their own nobility and clergy. The
riches of England and Holland will then give energy to
the operations of the great and illuftrious monarchs
of Ruffia, Pruffia, and Auftria. Shall we then hefirate
to provoke our adverfaries to embrue their hands in the
blood of the king, and thus abandon for ever the only
hope that now remains to us of reftoring that antient,
that venerable government, which, however odious it
might be to the people, we contend, as we have good

realon to contend, was moft excellent and perfect?
Thus probably, on an accurate examination of the
whole train of circumftances attending t.ls event,
we fhall find a new order of criminals appear to our
view, of a very different defcription from the national
convention, the municipal officers, or the mob of Paris.
And it will not be eafy to procure the acquittal of thofe
criminals before an impartial judicature, unlefs it can
be hewn. that the invafion of France, and the duke of
Brunfwick’s manifefto were not fuch proceedings, 2s, in
the common order of human €vents, might reafonably

be expected to produce the death of the king.

But before we fit in judgment on the murderers of the
king of France, whoever they may be, it is abfolutely
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requifite, for preferving the femblance of juftice, that
we {hould be certain that we ourfelves are perfeitly free
fromguilt. Here methinks aburft of indignation {preads
around me and all with one voice, exclaim, Do you
charge us with the guilt of a deed which appears to
have excited univerfal horror? And when our court
has been cloathed in the enfigns of forrow, and the
femblance of woe.—But are not thefe proofs of in-
nocence equivocal ?—W hat vile flanderer! Can’ftthou
pretend that the Britifh nation has taken any concern in
thefe meafures, which have brought the unhappy
monarch to the fcaffold? Did we interfere in the
affairs of France, till that melancholy event took place?
Did we not ftand by, calm fpectators of all thefe cir-
cumftances which produced the tremendous fcene?
Itis true! And on this exculpatory defence I found
my charge!—If a crime be about to be perpetrated,
and we ufe not thofe endeavours in our power, and
which we lawfully may, to prevent its commiffion, we
become partners in the guilt. If we ftand by while
the deadly ingredients are preparing, and dath them not
to the ground. If we {ce the Affaffin uplift his
poniard, and, though it be in our power, wreft it not
from his hand, we become equally guilty, as if we ad-
miniftered the empoifonied draught, or plunged the
murderous weapon.

With this indifputable pofition in our mind, let us
review the circumftances. In doing this it will not be
neceflary to defend the French revolution in any refpec.
Admitting we perceived the government as formed by
the conftituting aflfembly, to contain in it the latent
feeds of danger to the king.—T hat the embryo prin-
ciples, wh'ch have fince produced fuch deadly fruit, lay
then open to our di{criminating eye.—Let it then be:
confidered, that this dangerous government was volun-
tarily fubmitted to our revifal. When the French
nation proffered us the office of mediator, we could
without violating the law of nations, without infulting
the independency of a great nation, have then pointed
out the defects in the new eftablithed government.
We might tlea have advifed the rooting out any
germinating feeds of danger to the king, and the new
formed government ; our recommendation would have
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eome with propriety, for it was requefted, our interfer~
ence would then have had weight, for it was in a crit-
jcal moment, when the limited monarchy was threaten-
ed frem adverfe quarters,  On the one hand it was
threatened with deftru@ion by the invading armies
in fupport of the aatient defporifm, and on the other
by the powerful republican party, in oppofition to
whom the limited monarchy had been eftablithed.
The friends of the then exifting government would,
doubtlefs, have been defirous to have littened to our
friendly council, and: then have guarded the fate
from thofe threatened dangers, and themfelves from
Pruffian prifons.  Enemies as they were to the
antiznt defpotifm, yet were they anxious to fupport
that limited authority of the monarch, which the con-
ttuting affembly had deemed expedient.  But
Mr. Pitt contends, that ¢ by the law of nations, we
¢« have a right to interfere 1n the concerns of other
« countries, {o far as to oblige them to eitablifh a form
« of government and terminatg anarchv.” How ftands
the fact even compared with his own principle? France
when threatened with invafion by the combined armies,
was poffefied of a government, which Mr. Pitt acknow-
ledges to have had apparently the concurrence of the
people.  This government was threatened by a foreign
force, and a domeftic fation; the one would naturally
operate to increafe the other. At this critical period
we are called on to mediate, to endeavour by accommo-
dating the pretenfions of the adverfe parties to give
permanency to this government, and prevent that
anarchy which threatened to arife from this hoftile at-
tack, and, the neceffary refult of anarchy, the deftruc-
tion of the king: we refufe’ to interfere; we decline,
though folicited, to take any meafure to prevent this
anarchy, and we fuffer 1t to take place, with its unavoid-
able confequence, the death of the king; and then make
this anarchy, which we refufed to prevent, a pretence
for joining in the hoftile attack, and thereby perpetuate
the evils we ought to have prevented; and now avenge
the death of the king of France, though we declined
taking any meafures for his prefervation. If to inter-
gere in the government of neighbouring ftates be a right,
it is alfo a duty; becaufe it muft be incumbent on us
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to exercife it on proper occafions, and not merely as
caprice or intereft may fuggeft. Grotius in 20th cap.
of his 2d book, where, on the authority of Hercules, he
lays down the dangerous dotrine of one ftate interfere-
ing with another, feems to doubt his principle, for he
obferves, « It is to ‘be noted that thofe wars, which are
“ undertaken for exalting punifbment, unlefs the injuries be
< wery great, very manifeft, or backed with fome other caufe,
 are always [ufpected 10 be unjuft.” How much more
than fufpeéted, muft it be, when, though requefted, we
have declined to prevent the evils we now pretend to
punifh?

So far then as it was evident that the death of the
king of France would refult from the government form-
ed by the conftituting affembly being fubverted, and
one more democratical rifing in its place, fo far our
decliningany lawful meafures, which promifed to give
permanency to that government, conftitutes us guilty
of his death. And if his death refulted from errors in
the limited monarchy, then, as far as our mediation
might have correéted thofe errors, fo far are we in that
cafe accountable for the confequences.

" We have notground to fay, thatouracceptance of the
mediation would have produced no effeét; for, as the
attack on France was to effe&t a change in their govern-
ment, the fubmitting the difpute to mediation implied
a difpofition to admit of fome change for the fake of
peace, and we know not what conceffion might have
been made to obtain our alliance and friendfhif.,
W hen all the nations of Europe armed againft them, it
might be wife and prudent to adopt a more democratic
form of government than otherwife might have been
expedient, and thus rifk a temporary anarchy, in order
to give an energy to the people againft their foreign
enemies. And though itis not to be fuppofed that any
change which the French might have adopted, even had
it been an exa@ copy of the Englifh conftitution, would
have much reconciled the Auftrian, Pruffian, or Ruffian
monarchs; yethad they found that the government of
France had our cordial approbation, and they had no
hopes of our affiftance in fubverting it, we may reafon-

ably imagine they would not have been very ready ta
difturb
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As in endeavouring to prevent the late convulfions
in France, we thould have hid the greateft profpeét of
fuccels, fo it is equally evident that to avenge them is
torally impracticable.  Suppofing us to moet with
fuccefs equal to our moft fanguine withes; admitting,
that-according to Mr. Burkes dire&tions, we waoe
eternal war, defolate France, and lay Paris in ruins;
will our fword in this wide devaftation difcriminate the

- nnocent from the guilty?  Alas! it muft be the inno-
cent, chiefly, on whom our vengeance will fall. Was
the death of the king pcrpefrated by a fa¢tion who have
ufurped the authorxty?’ or, have certain miferable
philofaphers, by their {peculations, produced this melan-
choly fcene? Will our vengeance feleé this faction, or
thefe philofophers for punithment? Before our armies
fhall have entered France, the national affembly that

- yoted the death of the king will be diffolved, and we
+fhall be carrying on a war againft another government,
which may poflibly deplore that event ermally with our-
felves. - The 1mpoﬁ}b1hty of punifhing the real crim-
inals, manitefts the abfurdicy ef attemping to punifh
crimes by a war, and proves that fuch a war muft in
its nature be unjuft.

Gonfcious of this, many contend that the death of the
king, ts not the taufe of the war, but that it refults
folely from the natiopal aggreflions of France. But
this cagnot be admitted, when we confider thatit con-
ftitutesthe principal part of thofe investives which have
been dedivered in the Senate to prompt us to a war;
that it-was brought before it by the king himfelf; and
that unmedmtc}v on the news of the fact being per-
pettated, the French minifter was forbid the kmgdom,
and the royal meffuge for a war armament delivered.
From thefe circumftances we may rather infer that it 1s
this event which has ac¢tually precipitated us into a war,
not that we are to imagine it to be the real motive;
Lord Aukland’s memorial, ftates, that the French
government had given us umbrage from the beginning,
but it was not til this event took place, that the war
appears to have been refolved on, however much it
might by fome hawe been defired.

As punifhihg nations by war is unjuft from thc
conﬁdcxanon of its confounding the innocent with the

-
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guilty, it is no lefs fo flom its being totally deftitute of
the eflential property of punithment, the prevention of
JSuture crimes ;. becaufe, there is no fyftem of laws by
which the punithment is regulated, nor any jurifdiétion
whofe authority is recognized. The Prince of Orange
did not undertake his expedition, becaufe it was con-
fonant to any law which had been fancioned by the
monarchs of Europe, nor was he detered from it be-
caufe Monmouth and his adherents had been feverely
punifhed for fimilar attempts. Thofe, who, in govern-
ing nations, or commanding armies, perpetrate crimes;
—thofe who affume, or fubvert dominion, do fo in
confequence of the power they poffefs; and thofe
who are concerned in any revolt, will govern them-
felves merely on the circumftances of that, in which
they are engaged, and not of any prior one, The
national convention were notdetered from executing the
king, becaufe the murderers of Charles the firft were
brought to the fcaffold; and fhould we be able to fele&:
the perfons concerned in the death of the French king,
and punifh them, it does not follow, that thofe who
in future may have the difpofal of kings, will treat them
with greater lenity.  The feverity with which James
the fecond treated his nephew, Monmouth, did not
occafion his daughters to manifeft any great tendernefs
to the depofed monarch; nor did the {evere punifhment
inflicted on the murderers of fome of the Scottith kings,
prevent twelve of them from being killed in fucceffion.
If, however we be determined to take cognizance of
this crime, notwithftanding we can be authorized by no
principle whatever, and though our threatened ven-
geance can be productive of no future good, even to
kings themfelves.—If we do affume the judgment feat,
it behoves us to conduét ourfelves, becoming the im-
portant fituation in which we have placed ourfelves;
and more peculiarly fo, as our condué&t bears a moft
fufpicious afpe&. Why, it may be afked, is this fingle,
folitary crime, particularly feleéted as the fole objeét of
our indignation >—Attend—Lord Grenville replies—
 The recent tranfaltion at Paris bas filled all Europe
with amazement and horror, and bas been received mn
this country with a degree of feeling and emotion that
makes me glery in being on Englifbman.”—Indeed !
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happy hews, that there is fuch a paucity of crimes in
the world, that the attention of all Europe thould be fo
torally engrofied by one. Happy, happy nations of
Europe! whofe diverfified forms of government and
multifarious fyftems of laws are all fo admirably adapt-
ed to fecure human felicity, infure the fafety of man-
kind, and prevent the commiffion of crimes, that they
are thus fo univerfally ftruck with berror and amazement
at this fingle offence, perpetrated ina foreign jurifdic-
tion. The emprefs of Ruffia, who, 1 prefume ftands
foremoft, almoft petrified with aftonifhment at the
murder of a king, cannot, I dare fay, find through all
her wide extended territories, one act of injuftice, one
{cene of mifery, that can be produced as a counter-part.

Not in the leaft meaning to difpute this univerfal
juftice, this exemption from crime, which pervades the
empires of Ruffia and Germany, and which has made
it requifite for.the happy fubjeés of thofe empires to
extend their views to Paris for an object to excite
their amazement and their borror ; yet may the propriety
of the people of this country jomning in it admit of
fome confideration.

It might indeed poffibly be doubted whether our
own virtue were not rather a more rational ground of
glory, than any emotion or any feeling refpecting the
crimes of others. It muft indeed be acknowledged,
that to exprefs the warmeft emotions, and the moft
indignant feelings againt zbem, is a far eafier tafk than
to purfue the thorny path of virtue, and fteadily refift
the temptations to which we are expofed.  Thus
we execrate an Inkle, and we fob and figh at the tragedy
of .Oraonoko; yet we could not only perpetrate the
f2&s themfelves, but, through every revolving hour
from age to age, we can realize the fcenes, and re-act
them on the wide theatre of the world, for the fake of
gratifying our appetitc with a defpicable luxury. Let
it then be afked, 1f we have no other, no clearer evidence
of our purity, than our amazement and our horror,
our feeling and our emotion, on the death of the king
of France.

The extent of our conquefts furpafs thofe of Czzar
and of Alexander; and cannot thofe wide extended
dominions be appealed to, as proofs of the moderation
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with which we exercife power, the firmrefs with which
we refift every temptation of oppreflion and injuttice,
the facrednefs with which we regard the lives and
property of thofe who are at our mercy,and the vigilance
with which we protect the innocent? If not,  gur
“ moft marked and animated indignation at a late tranfuc-
“ tion at Paris,” inftead of being our glory, will prove
us to be mean, as we are vile, bafe as we are criminal,
It will prove we poffefs the defpicable art of a proftitute,
who attempts to conceal her deviations from the path
of virtue, by invectives on the unchaftity of others.
Isthere then, through thefe vaft dominions, no evil to be
found of equal magnitude to the murder of the king of
France? Has no crime been perpetrated that calls
for our fwift vengeance, that we are thus neceflitated
to ¢o into other jurifdictions, to traverfe foreign coun-
tries, in fearch of criminals?  Are there none equal to
the national convention, and the mob of Paris to be
found among thofe who are under our protection, and
fubject to our authority? Alas! were the French to
feize all rhe kings and queens, and emperors and
emprefles, and clergy, and nobles of the continent of
Europe, and involve them all in one general carnage,
dreadfully, monftrous, as might be the deed, it would
fink beneath our notice, were it compared with thofe
fcenes which the Weft-india iflands prefent to our view,
Lerd Grenville, perhaps, will glory in being an Englith~
man, when he compares the flow, the folemn, the
cautious deliberation, with which that body, who now
poflefles Mr. Burke’s hyperbolic praifes, condué the
proceedings refpecting thofe enormities of which we
ourfelves are guilty, with the promptitude and ardor
with which they can exprefs their marked and animated
indignaticy at the crimes of others. = Infinite is the
difference, it feems, between forming a judgment of
other peoples conduct and our own. No fooner are
they told of the death of the king of France, than
inftantly they can refolve, * that it was an atrocious o
& which muft be viewed by every nation of Europe as asm
““ outrage of religion, juftice, and bumanity.” And can
as inftantly refolve to affure his majefty, « That impreffed
“ with thefe [entiments, they will enable bis majefly to
“ augment bis forces, to ait as circumftances may require
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€ gt fuch an imporiant juniure” But it feems they have
not leifure t& profecute the inquiry any farther on the
Slave Trade, becaufe they are fo extremely bufy in
pouring out vengeance on the murderers of the king
of France. ’

Well! but I am told, the crimes to which 1 allude
are common ordinary offences, but at Parisa King has
been murdered. ¢ An innocent monarch bas been facrificed
« in violation of every principle of juftice”—W henT fee
a man unjuftly deprived by his fellow mortals, of that
life which his Creater gave, and which he alone
hasarightto take away, I indeed fee a tremendous fight,
and it were to be wifhed that it were an event as un-
common as it is awful.  But if we be called on to pro-
nounce the murder of the king of France, 70 be an
< atrocious feenc, unparalleled in the annals of the world.”
— W e muft then demand, what are the peculiar circum-
_ftances attending it?  The being deprived of life unjuftly
is a general definition of murder. But I am again
reminded that it is a King, and not an African, buta
European monarch, whofe lofs we deplore. "True, but
1 know not that impartial juftice will much confider
that the human form is wrapped in purple, or that the
brow is encircled with a diadem. T am indeed ready to
admit, that in addition to the crime of murder, which
every unjuft privatign of life implies, there may atrach
circumftances of additional criminality, and that addi-
tional criminality may arife among other circumftances,
from the fituation in which the murdered perfon was
placed. But merely his being an innocent King, will not
1aife it above the ordinary level of thofe murders which
occur every hour of the day in our Weft-india iflands,
and in the holds of our Corfairs. The former govern=-
ment of France, in which Mr. Burke fays they might
glory, perpetrated thoufands of murders far more
Strocious than the murder of the King of France,
fuppofing him to have been innocent. But it may be
remarked that from the nature of royalty the crimes of
kings muft be extremely equivocal. Adltions may be
deemed innocent by them, merely becaufe they are
fuch as other monarchs have committed, or becaufe the
laws of the country had not recognized the crimes of
kings, yet may their fubjects juttly deem them criminal.
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When Lord Grenville tells us that  this innocent
 monarch bas been cruelly murdered by a felf-conftituted
“ power, without baving violated any exifting law, con-
“ trary to every principle of juftice; for that bis judges
. < awere parties in the caufe, they were legiflators, accufers,
 judges, and jurors” He fays no more than muft
neceffarily be true of every fuffering monarch. I
this kingdor, in the fpace of about 800 years, upwards of
thirty kings and queens have been killed, befides dethbrone-
ments, banifbments, profcriptious, fentences of baftardy, 8c.
Now will Lord Grenville give us an account of the
regular procefies againft them? Will he favor us with
an account of the parties, the accufers, the judges, and
the jurors? Will he fhew that the BRAVE, MAGNAN-
IMOUS, JUST, LIBERAL, and HuMANE people of this
ifland have proceeded in any ore cafe, more confonantly
to exifting laws, and the principles of juftice, than the
people of France have againft the deceafed king?

When calamities fall on monarchs; fo far from its
exciting our amazement and aftonifbment, we might
rather confider them as being from their fituation,
moft peculiarly expofed to vidlence and injuftice. If
feated on their thrones by power, when that power
fails them, they muft neceffarily become the moft for-
lorn, and moft helplefs of the human race: no laws to
which they can appeal: no judicature to grant them
redrefs: no fanGuary they can depend upon for refuge.
If they have the misfortune to eflcape a fpeedy termi-
nation of their woes by death, they become the fport
of fortune, a wandering or a degraded fpetacle, infult-
ed and trampled on in their mifery.

If then thofe experiments in government, which are
going forward in the world, fhould at length prove
that the government of nations, the prefervation of
property, the benefit of fociety, do not abfolutely re-
quire a regal order. If no great injury would refult to-
mankind from its abolition, it might then poffibly be-
come a queition, not unworthy confideration; whether
it be compatable with bumanity, o drefs out the gaudy
* trappings of a throne, to enfnare our fellow creatures; thus
tempting them to afcend a dangerous eminence, from whence
to be precipitated, muft be calamitous, in proportion to the
extent of the power they poffeffed, and the fplendor and the
adulation with which they bad been furrounded.—FINIS.
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O F all the wonderful abfurdities which the hiory

Z of man prefents to our view, perhaps; there is none
fo extraordinary as the affociating ot religious rites
with thofe criminal purpofes to which we (hould tnag-
ine the rudeit and fimpleft ideas of religion muft be
inimical. Adam, when he firft tranfgrefied ageinft his
maker, very naturally hid himfelf amongft the trees of
the garden: but his more profligate pofterity, harden-
ed in guilt, when affociated together to commit any
crime of peculiar enormity, and extenfive milchier,
boldly rufh into his prefence, claim him as a partner in
their guilt, and demand his affiftance in perpetrating
their crimes.

One would naturally imagine that, when men were de-
termined to give a lcofe to their criminal paflions, they
might be fatisfied with immolating their fellow-creatures,
by thoufands, and by millions, at the fhrine of their
ambition, their cruelty, or their avarice. And we may
furely afk why they thould wantonly and unneceffarily
infulc their maker ?—but we will have the candour to
fuppofe, that they do not believe there exifts any fu-
preme being, whom they can infult by thus profaning
his name. We will admit that they confider religion
as a mere political engine. Yet may we not afk, whe-
ther it be not degrading the State to drefs it out in the
tattered remnants of a religion which we defpife ? we
may give to our crimes a faQitious glare. Captain
Macheath is not {o defpicable a character as Mother Col.
Let it then be confidered whether it be not more be-
coming the charaéter of men to give to our crimes the
manly boldnefs of the former charaéer, than, with the
latter, to form an unnatural compound of vice and re-
ligion. ‘

The hiftory of this degradation of the human cha-
fadter might not be unamufing, were not its wickednefs
100 extreme, and its impiety too thocking, It muft be
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ebferved that, though this affociation of religion and
vice is to be too extenfively traced in the hiftory of
man, yet in fome cafes, fomething may be offered in
its extenuation. Thatina rude ftate of fociety, the
druids fhould, by their religious orgies, mainggin an
authority and influence over mankind was not v<:$y ex-
traordinary; and the fraud might po(ﬁbly not be in-
jurious, at 3 period when there exifted nothing that
bore any refemblance to civil government, and when
kings were merely leaders of armies. Nor necd we
much wonder that the koman emperors combined the
priefthood with the imperial dignitys they might with
great propricty be confidered as-the reprefentatives of
the deities rbey acknowledged: plunder and carnage
might properly be conduéted under zbeir aufpices.

Tt is in affumning the religion of Chrift for fuch a
purpofe, that human depravity becomes peculiarly ma-
nifefted ; for, wereit deemed expedient to affociate the
black catalogue of human crimes with religion, one
would have thought that the Chriftian religion would
hardly have been {Zlected for fuch a purpofe. Mabomed
had the good fenfe to perceive 1ts unfitnefs fora national
religion, and therefore he altered and adapted it for
that urpoie. The church of Rome have adopted 2
plan nearly fimilar, by concealing the nature and 1m-
port or the {cripturefrom the people, and thereby have
avoided fhocking the feelings of mankind, by promul-
gating a religion totally incompatible with their avowed
prmuples of conduét. Bithop Burnet obferves, ¢ That
<« the reformed churches bave added new abufes to the old:
« ones,” and adds, That growing atheifm and impiety is
< daily gaining ground, not only among us, but indeed all
<« Europe over.”’ Certainly meafures have been adopted
fince the reformation, which feem extremely well
adapted to fuch an end.

To promulgate amongft the people 2 religion againft
which every national act militates; to be continually at

war, yet profefs the gofpel of peace; to be ranging
" round the world to {pread, mifery, defolation, famine
and war; yet to place before us for an example him
who went about doing good. Tohave the fame govera=
. ment and legiflature, who are perpetrating thofe deeds,



enalting penal laws to co%npel us to profefs a belief
in the very religion that condemns them, are certainly
admirable contrivances to deftroy every religious, and
every moral principle. Nor, is it lefs obfervable that,
becaufe Fefus has declared that his kingdom is not
of this world, it is determined tha. it fhall be of
this world ; becaufe he has told us, that his difciples
fhall be hated for his name fake, they therefore enact
penalties to compel them to profefs their beliefin him;
as we are informed by him, that his church fhall con-
fift of a remnant, chofen out of all nations, and ton-
gues, and people, with infinite propriety, it is made to
confift of whole nations; and, to finith the picture, be-
caufe Jefus has proclaimed himfelf to be the head over
all things to his church, the 4ing is proclaimed to be the
head of it.

Ifit is in this charatter his majefty has iffued a procla-
mation, and if as fuch we obey it, certainly then it
will not be eafy to difcover a more effectual mode
of manifefting that we obey him, not as an earthly mo-
narch but as feated on the throne of Febovab, than by
a national faft : becaufe, (except circumcifion) national
fafts conftitute the moft prominent feature in thar ce-
conomy wherein God condefcended to become the head
of a national church. When that infticution was dif-
folved, by the authority that forired it, no method
could be contrived more conveniently to prove our con-
tempt of that authority, than by continuing the obfer-
vances of that infitution.  This method of trampling
on the divine authority was very early rcfotzed to; the
myftery of iniquity began to work even in Bk apoftles
time; 1t was then contended that the Gentiles thould be
circumcifed, and keep the law. Paul’s judgment on
this fubject was indced fomething diferent, for he tells
the Galatians * If they were circumcifed Chrijt jpould pro-
Jit them nothing” yet had circumcifion divine fanction,
and Pau/ himfelf circumcifed 7Zimothy: but to obferve
divine inftitutions otherwife than as God has appointed
is as criminal as introducing human inventions. To
add to or to diminith his commands are equally re-
bellion againft him. Hence to obferve any faft other-
wife than as we are authorifed by Cbrif, or his apoftles
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is to trample under foot that gofpel which has beer:
romulgated to man, as the fource of his eternal hope.
A Chriftiar muft not merely decline joining in a faft,
but even ftart with horror at the thought, from the
confideration that amidft all the corruptions with
which the ..ational profetiions of chriftianity abound,
fafting 1s th.t fubject which has been peculiarly felected
by tnem to be placed :n the moft farcical point of view,
and .o degrade, and to infult not only religion and mo-
raliry but the common {-nfe and language of mankind.
Wh n the nations of Europe became what is called
Cs +ijizan. the cordultors of the bufinefs had fome dif-
ficulte, to combat. To adopt intire a religion they
did not believe, and which they cnly reforted to for in-
terefted purpofes, could hardly b= expected. And as
the religion already exifted, they were notat liberty to
frame it de nove, they were therefore neccflitated to
re-organize it: but as the original was not extremely
well adapted to the purpofles to which it was to be ap-
plied, the traffmutation was not very eafy.

Fafting was a remarkable inftance of the adroitnefs
with which the affair was condulted. It was a term of
very obvious import, even to the moft illiterate; it
could not poffibly mcan any thing but abftinence
from food: fo it has invariably been underitood by
mahommedans, and by every people who pratice it,
and who b- lieve the religion they profefs. To change
this obvious meaning, one would have thought, would
have been i‘l_npofﬁble ; vet was this indifpenfibly necef-
fary. Abf ‘;_;én,ce from food could hardly be expetted,
from Kings, and Emperors, Pope's and Cardinals,
it was thercfore boldly refolved, that fafting fhould
mean feafting on the moft delicate viands, in diftinc-
tion from common and ordinary food ; and thus faft-
ing was by this notable expedient rendered perfectly
paiatable even to an epicure; and when we recollect
that this curious definition of fatting has, like the En-
olith conftitution, been framed by the deliberative
Jiidom of our anceftors, tranfmitted through a fuccef-
fion of ages, and {an&ioned by happy experience if
-any bold innovator fhould dare tointimate, that oyfters,
cels, dories, and cray fifh, are not peculiarly adapted’
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%o fafting and mortification; it may be hoped that we
fhall &ill preferve our reverence for antiquity, and care-
fully guard our minds from being corrupted, by the
deteftable innovations of reafon and philofophy.

Defpicably extravagant as this mummery may be,
yet {uch is the influence of bad principles, that modes
of fafting not much inferior in abfurdity have been a-
dopted, by perfons who appear to have fome reverence
for the gofpel of Chrift. Thus, fome call it a faft day to
delay their breakfaft a few hours, fome omit a meal,
others eat nothing till dinner, while others have only a
flight repaft in the day, delaying their piincipal meal
to the evening. As fuch modes of fafling are the re-
fult of whim and caprice, it is no wonder they are fo di-
verfified ; and, if they are deemed fafting, it can only
be becaufe the ufual mode of feeding is gluttony, The
mott abftemious of thefe methods of fafting correfpond
with the regular manner ot living in other countries;
the Romans, and many other nutions, partook not of
any fubftantial meal undl the evening.

As the methods of faiting are thus diverfified, fo fome
have an ingenious method of keeping the national faft
without fafting atall. They will, indeed, go to church,
or meeting, and thus the ceremony ends. But Dr.
Price’s mode of keeping the royal fafts, during the
American war, was ftill more curious. The Do&or
punctually kept them, but ufed to make a fmall mif-
take, for, inftead of praying for the fuccefs of his ma-
Jefty’s arms, he ufed to deprecate and deplore it as an
impending calamity. Viewing it in that light, it would
certainly have been highly criminal in him to have ob-
ferved it in any other manner : but why obferve it at all?

Obedience to the government under which we live
is a duty ftrongly inculcated in the fcriptures, and it
ever juftly claims ourregard, except when it trenches on
the {uperior duty we owe to God, rather than to Man.
Hence, as it is not the proper office of the civil magif-
trate to determine when, or how, man fhould worfhip
his maker, and he cannot affume fuch an office with-
out invading the prerogatives of the Lord of the whole
earth, fo it fhould feem that we cannot, in any fhape,
or in any degree, obey fuch commands without recog-
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nizing that affumed authority, and thereby rebelling
againft heaven. _

The peculiar nature of chriftianity is totally repug- -
nant to a combination of religion with national contefts.
As men, living in the world, we cannot but have our
political opinions, and by thofe opinions we muft be
governed when our duty calls on us to take a part in
the affairs of this world. But the minds of Chrif-
tians will be far otherwife employed whenever they ap-
proach the awful prefence of Febovab. 1t is true,
fince praying has become an art, and practifed as a
trade, much ingenuity has been difcovered in inventing
topics for prayer. Yet numerous as are the paffages,
in the epiftles of the apoftles, where prayer is mention-
ed; they uniformly refer to fpiritual bleflings, or to
thofe miraculous and peculiar circumitances appropri-
ate to thofe times. Chriftians were commanded to
pray for kings, and all in authority: but it was that
they might live quiet and peaceable lives, in godlinefs
and honefty. And if they afked for food, it was only
as daily bread, which, by fupporting that life which
had been forfeited by their tranfgreffions, was 2 conti-
nual manifeftation of the divine long fuffering towards
them. And when Paul prayed, night and day. for the
Theffalonians, it was that they might increafe and abound
in love, and might be unblameable in holinefs before
God. If then Chriftian prayer be thus limited, pro-
phane in the extreme muft it be for us to apply to
heaven that our favorite army may deftroy the adverfe
one. It muft, even fuppofing we were thoroughly ac-
quainted with the merits of the difpute, and the pur-
pofe meant to be effefted, and were fatisfied that thofe
difputes, and that purpofe, was perfectly confonant to
the commonly received law of nations, which certain-
ly bears no great refemblance to the law of Chriff. To
return good for evil ; forgive injuries ; do good to all
men; form no very prominent feature in it. The New
Teftament is extremely defetive in refpect that it
gives us no idea of a juft war; it even fpeaks of all war,

as arifing from our lufts ; yet the principal object of
" Grotius, 1s to fhew from whence wars may lawfully ori-
ginate. But it is remarkable, that in the prefent war



we are perfe@t ftrangers to its purpofe. In former wars,
though the people were never in the fecret of their real
objedt, and confequently while they were telling God
it was juft and neceflary for one purpofe, which was a-
vowed, government was profecuting it for one totally
different.  Yet, this muft be admitted, that a {pecific
object was always held out. A nation was to be weak-
ened, becaufe it was firong; or it was to be deftroyed
becaufe it was weak. Another was to be divided, and
another was to have a barrier.  One to be attacked, be-
caufe they had the affurance to fay they had notinjured
us; and another, becaufe we imagined they would re-
{ent the injuries we had done them. Some nations we
attacked, becaufe they made treaties we did not like ;
and others, becaufe the treaties we made for them they
did not choofe to adopt. Sometimes we were informed,
a country would be of ufe to us, and therefore we muft
feize ity and then we muft feize another, becaufe
without it the firft would be ufelefs. Some wars were
engaged in to protect our piracies, and our fmugglers ;
one to aggrandife our colonies, and then another to
weaken them. But in the prefent war, we are perfett
ftrangers to the object itisto obtain. Mr. Burke fays,
we ought to be fo. Admit it. Yet furely then we
ought not to be called on to pray for fuccefs on his ma-
jeity’s arms, without knowing how they are to be em-
ployed; and to affure God that their object is perfectly
juft and neceflfary, while we are ignorant of what that
objectis.  All we can poffibly know is, that two thou-
fand men, from England, are to be joined to fixteen
thoufand more, which the king of England has hired of
the ele&or of Hanover; and that thefe men are to be
employed fomewhere in killing their fellow-creatures.
This is the fum total of our knowledge on this bufi-
nefs. But this circumftance certainly poffefles one ad-
vantage ; for, as nobody knows how his majefty’s arms
are to be employed, every body may fuppofe they are
to be employed to his own mind, and every body is left
at liberty to affert, as it fuits his purpofe at the time to
contend they ought to be employed. Hence, any man
might have afferted, that they were only to have beet
employed in protefting Holland, and the Scheld . gx
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and two months fince he could not have been contra-
di¢ted. Then, it might have been afferted, they were to
fecure Flanders, as a barrier for Holiand. When that
was effeéted, it might be pretended, we were only to
deprive them of their other conquefts, as Mr. Pirt had
declared that it was not intended to meddle with the in-
ternal affairs of Framce. But as fhe will probably have
abandoned her remaining trifling acquifitions, before
the faft fhall have taken place, it will then evidently
follow that the fuccefs we pray for, and the object of
that war which we fhall then tell God, is both juft and
neceffary ; is, not that which Mr. Pitt declared to be
the object, but that which he exprefsly difclaimed, an
interference with the internal affairs of France. 1n fuch
cafe, it muft be infered that Mr. Pizs is not in the fecret
of the prefent meafures, and that he has not their con-
duct and control; or, that he faid the thing that was
not. 1nthe firft moment in which the foreign armies
enter the territories of France, it wiil be for him to come
forward, and explain his tremendoufly ambiguous €X-
preflion of *“pufiing France at all points:” but, alas !
nothing will be expiained but by the event. Theau-
thors of this tragedy know how to condué the plot too
well, to fuffer the denoucincit to be difcovered till towards
the conclufion of the piece. Is France and Poland, and
every country where principlcs of Jiberty may dawn, and
which may endanger furrounding defpotifme, to be dif-
membered 2 If 10, England mult be included: from her
have emanated thofe principles, and never can the de-
fpotifm of Europe be {ecure while there they are fuffered
to remain. It will not be {ufficient even to reftore the
antient defpotifm of France. Governments muft b2
formed both . there and here, in comparifon of which
the former defpotifin of France was liberty itfclf. For,
let it be recollected, that from the art of printing, all the
evils which are now deplored have refuleed ; and if that
art be not totally annihilated, if it be fuffered to exift
even in that limited ftate which it did in France, ail
thofe confequences which have already refulted from
it will again recur. But, if the continental princes
fhould be able, with our affiftance, effectually to fub-
Jugate France, the whole plan may be eafily executed.



Conceited indeed, muft begthat Englifbman, who ima-
gines that this country would, in fuch cafe, be able to
refift the confederacy:

If then printing be totally and effeCtually put a ftop
to—If by a general alliance amongft the fovereigns of
Europe, which this war, if fuccefsful, feems well-
adapted to produce, they agree to have large, well
paid, and well trained armies, not to be ftationed intheir
native lands, but in thofe to the language of which
they are ftrangers; and thofe armies to be mutually re-
moved from country to country, to prevent their being
conne&ed with the natives; then, and only then, can
this plan be effeéted. Thus, and thus only, can the
defpotifm of Europe be rendered permanent. Ifa trait
of liberty, if even femi-defpotifm be fuffered to exift in
any one country, that country will become a germina-
ting feed, from whence will again fpring up all thefe
mifchiefs which we now deplore; and all our laudable
exertions will terminate, in producing oniy thefe fu-
bordinate and trivial evils, the lofs of millions of lives,
and the fpreading mifery and defolation around us.
The power and limits of France are trivial circumftan-
ces; and Mr. Burke, with great propriety, urges us
to wage eternal war, or to extirpate. But war cannot be
eternal; it muft then terminate in extirpation, and that
extirpation muft be extended as far as the {lendereft fi-
bre of liberty can be traced. If this be not the plan,
it is childith in the extreme—if it be—But I am filent
—becaufe my knowledge of language is inadequate to
the tafk of combining appropriate exprefiions to convey
my feelings. Ifindeed it were to be fuppofed polfible,
that the confederacy againft France fhould finally and
fatally prevail, and if it were lawful to approach the
Divine Beingrefpecting theevents of a tranfitory world:
In contemplation of the threatened horrors we fhould
throw ourfelves at his feet, trembling in every limb,
and bleeding at every pore, and pour out our requelts,
not in thofe monftrous and tautological forms which in-
fult God, and degrade Man, but in thofe words which
flow from the energetic feelings of the mind, or in thofe
far more expreflive modes, flowing from the fulaefs of

“the foul, in comparifon with which all words are weak
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and puerile. Thusit fhould feem that there oughtto
be fome fpecific and appropriate meaning annexed to
the words  Jucce/s to bis majefly’s arms,”’ before we pre-
fume to make it a fubject of addrefs to the Deity.—
One man means by it, fecuring the Schelds to Holland,
another Flanders for her barrier, 2 third fuppofes it in-
cludes Hanover, fome mean by it diftrefling and weak-
ening France, fome difmembering and partitioning her,
fome impofing on her one kind of government, and
fome another, while others mean depriving her of all go-
vernment, and annihilating her as a nation, and fome in-
clude. in the idea of ¢ fuccefs to bis majefty’s arms’ the
eradicating certain principles wherever they are to be
found, or wherever they can be traced, To approach
the Deity in a form of words, to which fuch diverfified
ideas are annexed by the worfhippers, they muft have a
ftrange tafte for religious worfhip indeed who can ap-
prove. Did we worfhip*upiter, it might be amufing
to imagine, how merry the god would make himfelf
with the difcordant ideas of his votaries, and that he
might humouroufly difmifs them, with affurances that
he would grant their requetts, when he could under-
ftand what they meant, and when they could agree a-
mongft themfelves on the fubje.

We will admit, with Mr. Burke, that it is not fit, nor
becoming the dignity of government, to let the people
into the fecret of what is the real object of the war; or,
what is to be the refult of fuccefs attending his majefty’s
arms ; that it is fufficient for them to be told ftories
about atheifts, republicans, and levellers; French prin-
ciples and daggers; t0 be one moment told that the
French are an objec of our pity and contempt, and the
next of terror and alarm.  We will admit alfo with the
Englz'& Solomon, Fames 1. That ¢ It does not become
< [ubjeéls to pry into affairs of fate”  Yet, furely,
fomething may be urged, if not in defence, yet in ex-
tenuation of our prefumption; if, when his majefty
orders us to pray to God for Jfuccefs on his arms, we
humbly afk how they are t0 be employed, and what
confequences are to refult from the fuccefs we are to afk.
For, as mifchievous confequences have fometimes re-
fulted from the fuccefs of a conquering army, We ought
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2o afk what objed is to be attained ? and what confe-
quences are to refult from the jucce/s we are ordered to
afk for ? And, before we prefume to tell God the waris
juft and neceffary, we ought to have fatistaction as to
the fpecific nature of the war, and that fuch is its pro-
per defcription.  For, thoughit is alledged to be fo by
high authority, yet that authority is human, and con-
fequently fallible.  Under {fuch circumftances, the
queftion affumes a more ferious form. thap even an af-
fair of ftate. The king muft now be confidered, not
as being burled from his tarone, but volyntarily de-
fcending from it, and leading his fubjects into a pre-
fence where he and the meaneft of them are on a perfet
level. Under fuch circumftances, furely, we may be
permitted to paufe at the threfhold, and refpectfully
afk for fome evidence that the war be really of that de-
fcription which we are required to affirm it to be in the
prefence of jebovab. 1f, on enquiry, itappears to us
aot fo to be, it then becomes our duty, not only to
decline affirming it ourfelves, but to urge others to
make a fimilar inquiry, that they may thereby avoid
the guilt of afferting a falfehood to God.

To affure God that his majefty’s arms will be em-
ployed in juft and neceffary purfuits, may appear rather
rath; becaufe it is not quite certain that either intellec-
tual or moral perfection neceffarily appertains to royal-
ty. The glrious and immortal William as readily told
us, that it was juft and neceffary to difmember and par-
tition the Spanifh monarchy, as that moft excellent prince
George Ift. that it was juft and neceffary to make war
with Charles X1I. becaufe Charles did not like to be
deprived of Bremen and Verden.

We may be confidered as having been engaged in
one continual war ever fince the revolution ; the inter-
vals of peace may be confidered, merely as paufes to
recover a little ftrength ; and it 1s alfo obfervable that
thefe peaces have generally been much execrated, and
there has always been much clamour and difcontent till
we have again been fuffered to embru¢ our hands in
blood. In other nations the wars originate in the ambi-
tion of the prince, in this country the people have uni-
formly manifefted a cannibal ferocity to fit down to the
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bloody banquet. Thefe bloody banquets we have uni-
formly accompanied with fafts and thankgivings, on
all thefe occafions we have folemly affured God that
they were juft: that any one of them was fo, no one
will now be hardy enough to undertake to prove. We
have alfo as conftantly befought God to give fuccefs to
his majefty’s arms, for that the caufe in which we were
engaged was not only ju/ but neceffary. 1f by neceflary
was meant that thefe wars were neceffary for produ-
cing death, flavery, mifery, and defolation, the aflertion
was true, but if it imported that they were neceflary
for our {afety, or, even for our profperity, it was de-
monftrably falfe, becaufe we have conftantly mifcarried
in the avowed objeds for which every one of thofe wars
was undertaken. For, if thofe wars were neceffary for our
fafety, having mifcarried in the objeéts of them, it fol- .
lows, that we are now in a ruined fituation; on the
contrary; if we are now happy and glorious, jt alfo fol-
lows, that we lied before God in affirming that thofc
wars were neceffary. ‘

But here I am told that, in all 1 have faid, 1 have
proved nothing but my own ignorance. I am told that
thefe things called fafts have no relation to religion;
that nobody ever fuppofed {o but a few old women, who
were too blind to fee, too deaf to hear, and too ftupid
¢o underftand, what was paffing in the world. I fhall
be told that calling on God is a mere pretext; that the
prayers are meant for Man not for God. A political
contrivance to inflame the minds of the people for par-
ticular purpofes, and to give the clergy an opportunity
of diffeminating political mifchief from their pulpits—
Be it fo—Admitting that a Swift might tell me that a
Faff wasa Farce, yet {tll T muft contend that my ob-
jection 1s valid, becaufe a Farce when it becomes pro-
phane ought to excite our horror. A faft certainly is a
moft convenient mode of diffeminating opinions among
the people. To call the weaver from his loom, and
the hufbandman from his plough; to command the
hand of induftry to ftand ftill, and all bufinefs to be
fufpended through the nation ; is of it felf fufficient to
alarm and to aftonifh. The faft neceffarily becomes the
topic of difcourfe, and the obfcureft and remoteft vil-
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lage in the kingdom becomes the fcene of political in<
quiry. The imith lays afide his hammer, and the
taylor his goofe ; in vain they inquire of each other
the caufe of the alarm; obfcure danger is the moft ter-
rific; and to the alehoufe they adjourn, to drown their
terror, in drinking church and king; there the curate
and the excife man inftruét the gaping multitude, and
while pouring down their throats muddy ale, and poi-
fonous gin, they aretold, of the excellence of the con-
ftitution in church and ftate; of its danger from repu-
“ blicans and levellers, from french daggers and french
principles, of king-killing, and atheifm: paragraphs
are read from Burke’s Speeches, and from Horfley’s Ser-
mon: then all roaring out Rule Britannia, and Ged fave
the King, the night paffes in praifing the conftitution,
damning diffenters and execrating the French, interlar-
ded with curfing, fwearing, quarrelling, and obfcenity.

Thus prepared for the faft day, they go to church,
and their terrors are confirmed by royal authority. The
curate from the defk reads what he had before retailed
at the ale-houfe, and if able to tack together a few pa-
ragraphs from newfpapers and 3oth of January {ermons,
he afcends the pulpit, and ingratiates himfelf with the
fquire and rector, by making a flaming fermon againft
the French, and then finithes the faft-day with the jo-
vial fare at the manor houfe.

If then faft days are attended with fuch extenfive,
fach important confequences, they certainly will be re-
forted to—I mean not to contend, ftatefmen ought
not to obferve them. I only afk, on what principle a
Chriftian can obferve or countenance them in any {hape
or in any manner. Should he, while reading the gof-
pel, and rejoicing in it as his prefent confolation, and
his future hope, be told, that this was the only confi-
derable country in Europe where that blefling could
be freely enjoyed—that even here, the full enjoyment
of his religion was only by fufferance, for that tremen-
dous penal laws hung over him if he refufed to conform
to a particular religious cult, and though not now ex-
ecuted, vet that the clergy ftrenuoufly contended for
their continuance, in hope that the period might arrive
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in which the ftate might fuffer them to be enforced—
fhould he then be told that a revolution had raken
place in a neighbouring nation, which not only muft
fecure us effectually from any danger of returning per-
fecution, but infured the free circulation of the gofpel
through Europe, that in this, the moft important country
in Europe, where the gofpel had not been turfered to
be printed for a century, liberty was now proclaimed
to print, and to circulate it; and that Chriftians
were allowed freely to meet together, and to defend
and to propagate their faith without reftraint-—fhould
he be told, that this revolution had led another confider-
ble nation to follow the example, and that from the uni-
verfality of the french language, it might be expetted
that fimilar effeéts would be produced tarough kurops,
How would he rejoice in this joyful news? How ! he
only can tell, who knows the golpel of Chrift to be
the power of God unto {alvation ; nor would his joy be
repreffed on being told, that at the fa ne time as Chrif-
tians were permitted freely to defend the gofpel, there
exifted no pains nor penalties to prevent others from
oppofing it. Again, let us fuppole, that he was told
that the fovereigns of Kurope had combined together to
fubver: thefe governments, and that they had effectually
fucceeded as to one of them, but having failed as to the
other, his majefty had thought proper tojoin in attack-
ing it, at all points, and had called on the people to
pray for fuccels to his arms in this attempt—Can it be
thought that he would join with bifhops and ftatef-
men in fupplicating for fuccefs ?
But many tell us, that they do not mean to fuppli-
ate for fuccefs on the war, but that furely.there can be’
no harm in meeting together, and confefling the crying -
fins of the nation, and fupplicating God to avert his
judgments from a linfuk people. But, I thould appre-
hend it to be criminal, to performany religious act but
from a conviction that God has commanded it. If we
are Chriftians, we fhall live under a continual fenfe of
our finful ftate, and be continually looking to him_ for
ardon; but to do this once in ten or twenty years, be-
caufe the king commands it, and becaufe he choofes to’
exercife the royal prerogative of going to war, feems a
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very ftrange fancy. But it feems we are not only to con-
fefs our own fins, but the crying fins of the nation, but
what fort of confeffion that is, I am at a lofs to under-
ftand. Of what ufe could it be of for us to confefs, if the
fact be fo, that our laws are framed to produce a wicked
and licentious populace, and to prote¢t and fofter fuch
amazing fyftems of wickednefs in all quarters of the
globe, as the world never before witneffed !

That this nation is guilty of very great and very
crying fins we will readily admit; and if, as the pro-
clamation imports, his majefty is at laft convinced of
it, every quarter of the globe will have reafon to re-
joice, becaufe at his hands the reformation muft be
looked for. Indeed it muft be acknowledged that the
evidences of the abandonment of the great and crying
fins of the nation are not very flattering, and a recent
event feems to indicate that our crying crimes are ra-
ther on the increafe. The people of India had been by
a charter from the kings of England afligned over as a
property ; and in confequence of this very modeft, juft,
and reafonable aflignment it has been faid that as
great a number of the inhabftants of India have been
deftroyed (I muft not fay murdered) as the whole po-
pulation of England equals: at this very moment fa-
mine rages through the moft fertile country in the world,
and it is faid a million of the inhabitants will fall a fa-
crifice to it, becaufe we chofe to take the cattle from
the plough in the countries we had already conquered,
to drag our artillery and army baggage to engage in new
conquefts. With thefe events before our eyes, this
" charter is jufl expired; and his majefty’s minifter now
propofes its renewal ; by which, In confideration of
500,000). per. annum, part and portion of the money
which is forcibly to be taken from the faid people of
India, which is to be paid into his majefty’s Exchequer,
the faid people of India are to be affigned over by his
majefty for the further term of twenty years; and the right
of —, and — —, twenty millions of people
is to be retailed in Change-alley to the beft bidders. . If
this be not deemed a crying fin, it might be neceffary
for the bithops to compofe a Homily, to accompany the
form of prayer, inftructing us a little in the nature of
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fin and of repentance. A great mathematician of old,
faid, that there was no royal way to geometrys; fol
fhould imagine that even bifhops have not been able ro
difcover a royal way to repentance.

But it feems, we are to befeech heaven to avert {fome
impending calamity, which we are told hangs over us
in confequence of thefe crying fins. What! are we to
befeech heaven to avert its judgment, while we perfift
and glory in our crimes, and while we daily dncreafe
them in number and enormity? The houfebreaker and
footpad, certainly wifb to efcape punifhment, but fure-
ly there never exifted one {o daringly impious, as to put
up fuch a petition to heaven, while he grafped the fruits
of his iniquity, and perﬁﬁed in the continuance of his
criminal purfuits.  But whatare thefe impending cala-
mities and threatenedjudgments? 1 perceive them not,
we feem to be glorioufly triumphant in our purfuits :

-did ever any nation fpread fuch wide, fuch uniform
mifery and defolation through the globe, did ever any
peeple reap fuch rich reward.

But, perhaps, I fhall be told that, when his majefty
and his minifters tell us to bewail the fins of the na-
tion, they do not mean that they have committed any
themfelves; that, though national fins may feem to im-
ply, fins committed by public authority, yet that good
fubj-&s fhould take it for granted, that the fupreme
head of the ftateis perfectly pure, and that all its attsare
as pure as the fource from whence they flow. lt might
indeed feem rather unreafonable that thofe who admon-
ith us of our fins, fhould claim an exemption as to their
own: but then it ought to be confidered, that, as it
may be propofed making a confiderable addition to our
foreign crimes, it may be requifite to balance the foreign
by calling on us to diminifh the home confumption of
our guilt.

But let it be confidered that, whatever importance our
pride may ftimularte us to affume, yet if we continue to
be a curfe to mankind, whatafpiration can more pro-
perly arife from the heart, than that this ifland might
be haken to its center, and overwhelmed with the fur-
rounding waves, ,

FINIS,
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WHATEVER may be the final iffue of the French

Revolution, or with whatever circumftances it
may be accompanied, yet will one important con=
fequence neceffarily refult. Every imporrant prin-
ciple of Government, of Morals, and of Social
order will be brought in review before the public,
and fubjeted to minute inveftigation, and in what-
ever obfcurity the difcuffion may for a while be in-
volved, yet, is there but little doubt, of its finally
terminating in juft and accurate views being exten-
fively diffeminated.  As the endeavour to fupprefs’
the French Republic feems not to promife much fuccefs;
we have the hope of feeing its effects brought to the
fair teft of atual experiment, which, like experiments
in all other branches of knowledge, will tend to elu-
cidate what theoretical difputants have involved in’
confufion.
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The Weft India ﬂ(avcry is one of the moft in=
refting of thofe fubjedts, as well from its importance;.
as from its fuppofed difficulty. For a feries of years
it has engaged the uaremitted attention of the feveral
branches of our well ballanced conftitution ; and
them, at leaft, it appears fo extremely difficult to de-
cermine whether we fhall till continue to murder and
enflave the inhabitants of Africa, that like the in-
quiry of the antient Philcfopher into the nature of
God; the difficulty feems to increafe in proportion
as we proceed in the inquiry.

Under fuch circumftances it might have been ima~
gined, that we fhould have rejoiced to have feen a
ncighbouring nation bring a queition which had fo
fuch puzzled us to an iffue, and prove the compa-
rative value of Slavery and Freedom as principles in
aftual operation, while we awaited. the event to avail
ousfelves of the knowledge to be derived from their
adventurous experiment.

If, as is generaily fuppofed, the Weft India colonies
be the foundation of the wealth and naval power both
of France and England; and the emancipation of the
Slaves would be the deftruction of thofe colonies,.
then, furely ic might be imagined we fhould exulr,
that thofe whom-we choofe to confider as our natural.
enemies have adopted a meafure attended with fuch
ruin to themfelves; leaving this great fource of wealth.
and power almoft folely in our hands. If, as.is fup-
pofed, emancipation would be injurious to the Negroes
themfelves, and that our Negroes are happy and con-~
cented in the ftate of Slavery, as is afferted, then,
what a glorious triumph have the Erench Jacobins.
aforded us; deftitute of cultivation or ordre, we fhould.
then fec Freedom in the French Colonies, producing.
the predicted bancful effe@ts: the Negroes muft
decreafe from year to year, whilft in our Coelonies they
would increafe in numbers and in. happisefs, under
the kind proteion of their owners: the dreadful
mifchief of Freedom could not then have been deem-
od imaginary, its fatal effects might have been then
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appealed to, and havc(effc%tually filenced the defpice
able advocates of the Rights of Man.

How then fhall we esplain the abhorrence and
contempt with which this Decree is viewed in the
Britith Senate, where not one individual appears to
defend it. Mr- Pitt who Has been declaiming for
years, that © This Slavery was the moft extenfive calamity
recorded in the Fiftory of the World, and was only ano-
ther name for fraud, robbery and murder ! now boldly
comes forward, and not only declares, that this de-
termination of the French to terminate this fyftem of
fraud; robbery and murder, is weak, abfurd and- im=
provident; but propofes fending an Armament to bind
thofe chains which have been broken, to enflave thofe
who have been juft made free. He will not even
wait to fee whether freedom will be attended with
thofe baneful effeéts which have been predicted; with .
fuch abhorrence he contemplates the meafure, that he
will not evea fuffer the experiment to take - place,
though its injurious effe@s, if any, muft be experi~
enced by our eaemies.

However extraordinary this may appear, yet can it
excite no furprife in thofe who are acquainted with
the nature and motives of the different parties, who
have agitated this quetion amongft us. The long
and defultory harangues upon cruelty and injuftice,
the voluihes of evidence, by which thofe charges have
been brought home to our Colonifts, have, indeed,
occafioned many to fuppofe that fome few individuals
in the Britith Senate reprobated our Colonial Slavery,
and were anxious to remove it ; but, alas! no fuch
French principle was ever for a fingle moment enter-
tained. To fecure, perpetuate and extend the Slavery
have been their fole objets, and the difference be-
tween the Abolitionifts and their Adverfaries have
merely been, how thefe valuable ends might be beft
obtained. Mr. Pitt-and the other Abolitionifts eor-
tended that aur Colonial Slavery was endangered by
introducing Negroes from Africa, who, bred in the.en
joyment of Freedom, difdaineing the yoke of Slavery,
would be ever attempting to fubvert the venerable
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fabric, and wickedly endeavouring to obtain their
freedom; he therefore propofed, that the importation
‘of fuch dangerous Negroes thould be prohibited, and
that the Colonift, {hould be confined to the home
manufacture of Slaves, and thefe being born and bred
Slaves would more patiently fubmic to chains and
‘whips, to inceffant labour and extreme hunger.

Mr. Dundas admitted the propriety and policy of
this regulation, and hoped the proprictors of Slaves
might at length fee it in the fame light; when it
might be adopted, but that it would be an invafion 0
the rights and privileges of the Slave-holder to com=
pel him to rear inftead of purchafe Slaves. Mr.
Pitt thengproved, that only four of our iflands needed
fupplies, that fome were (aturated with Slaves;
confequently thofe latter might be converted into
breeding pens for fupplying thofe gentlemen in the
other 1{lands, who might not. choofe to be at the
trouble of rearing Slaves to fupply the place of thofe
whom they had murdered.  To fet this very trouble-
* fome quefltion at reft, it was refolved, by one branch
of our well ballanced Government, that fome time or
wother it might be expedient to adopt this notable re-
gulation. But the Slave-holders, alarmed at this in-
novation on their liberties, appeared at the bar of the
Houfe of Lords, denied their right and power t0 cir-
cumfcribe the slave-market, and on this remonftrance,
it has been deemed convenient to hang up this de-
fpicable queftion, peace be to its manes.

Thus, it appears, that the queftion fo 18ng agi-
tated amongit us on the Slave Trade, was a merc
Commercial Regulation for encouraging the home
manufadure of Slaves, for opening a New Trade to
Africa, which the former was fuppofed to prevent,
and for giving permanence and fecurity to a fyftem of
Slavery in our Colonies. The Abolitionifts and the
Anti-abolitionifts, indeed, both talked, and with equal
propriety, about juftice and humanity, but it was.
merely to lengthen, diverfify and ornament their
fpeeches. 'The moft eligible mode of increafing the
Slaves was the fole queftion, and fo far was the Abo~
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fition of Slavery from being intended, that Mr. Pisfs-
prircipal argument in favour of his plan was, that, it
fecured Slavery from impending dangers. :

Hence it appears, that the Abolition of Slaveryeither
gradual or immediate is a meafure intirely French, to
them belong all the Infamy, or all the Honour —
Calumny itfelf cannot charge a fingle Member of the
Britith Legiflature with being fo far contaminated
with French Principles, as to propofe reftoring the
Slaves in our Iflands to the benefits of civil fociety.
and the protetion of its laws.  An offer of confra-
ternity, fo oppofite to our whole fyftem of conduét,
that the remoteft idea of it firikes us with horror.
Nor can any Whig Politician, from Mr. Lacke to the
prefent time, be juitly charged with adopting fuch a
deteftable principle, That liberty and happi-
nefs are to be confined to his foggy Ifland, is an
Englithman’s favourite idea, to fpread miichief and
defolation through the earth, is his moft luxurious
enjoyment,

The praceedings of the French and Englith go-
vernments, on chis, and on all other fubjeéts, are fo
perfectly diffimilar, that they may be excufable in
avowing mutual abhorrence. Mr. Burke juftly ob-
ferves, in his preface to Briffot, Thar, « fuch is the
nature of Frénch principles, that they cannot be viewed
with indifference s that it is a_fyftem which muft be re-
garded with enthufiafiic admiration, or with the bigheft
degree of deteftation, borror and re/ie;etme_nt.” On this
queftion, at leaft, the two governments ar¢ fairly at
iffue; and he muft, indeed, be an ideot who can ad-
mire both.

If the Britifb government be juft, then, indeed, do
the French deferve the epithets of robbers, and
plunderers.  They have at one blow annihilated a
property of at leaft fzty millions Jeritng.  But on the
‘contrary, if thefe Slaves were not a property, and
the French Decree has refcued a million of fellow-
creatures from the hands of violence, placed them
-under the protection of the law, and reftored them
(to the benefit of civil fociety; then have they raifed
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an Immortal monument to their Fame. If we on the
contrary, not merely frengthen the hands of violence,
within our own jurifdiction, but-engage in a crufade to
bind 2 million of men, women and children, with an
adamantine yoke of flavery, in the very moment
when it was broken; then let it be afked, whether
any curfe can await us, if any calamity can befal us,
which we do not deferve?

Mr. Pitt, in reprobating thig emancipating Decree,
appears not to be at all defirous of cenfuring it as an
infulated a&. Hetells us this weak, abfurd, improvi-
dent proceeding flowed naturally from their general
{yftem, and was perfe&ly congenial with it. He con-
fiders it as a fample of their whole fyftem; the whole
then muft be judged of by this felected portion: and
we cannot defend this Decree, without being under-
ftood to have defended the whole fyftem of Erench
principles; and if any alts of the French govern=
ment fhould be indefenfible, fuch alts, and fiot this
Decree, muft be deemed anomalous.

As the French have only Decreed the general prin-
ciple, that the Slaves fhould be emancipated, and
have refered it to the Committee of Safety  ro take
prudent meafures 0 carry it into effect,” o it mutt be
underftood that it is the general principle, that the
Slaves fhould be emancipated, which Mr. Pizt ftig-
matizes, as weak, abfurd and improvident. Thele
terms cannot be applicd to the mode of effetting this
important purpofe, as the mode has not as yet been
determined on, Danton jultly obferves,  This day
you bave done juftice to bumanity, but let us be the mode=
rators of this wife Decree.  Let us reflect that this paf-
Jage fo_fudden from Slavery to Freedom, may be unfortu-
“nate, while we ought only to be defirous of making it
ufeful. Let us, therefore, refer it to the Commiitee of
General Safety, to adopt prudent meafures to carry the
Decree into execution.” This condu& is, it feems,
abfurd, weak and improvident. Let s contraft it with
gir condu@, which is, to be fure, as Jaudable as that
of the French is detefiable. The French have refolved,
that 8 mijlion of fellow-creatures (hall be reftored ta



the bencfit of fociety, 'andz:hc)protcﬁion of the laws.
This is it fcems, weak and foolih. We fay they
Yhall be confidered as chattels, remain out of the pro-
te@ion of the law, fubje@<to the will of their fellow
Tubje&s, to be treated as brutes; isthis it feems quite
wife and laudable. The French, having obtained li-
berty for themfelves, are defirous of communicating
its happinefs to otherss this is abfurd. "We make ufe
of the power we derive from the liberty we enjoy to
enflave others; this is perfe&ly rational. The French
refer the fubject to a Committee, to atlopt prudent
meafures ; this is improvident. We are for years agi-
tating the fubject of the Weft India Slavery, bringing
the enormities of it before the public, without having
the leaft intention of interfering in it; and even fuffer
the Planters to infult the Legiflature, by declaring
that it had no right to interfere between them and
their Slaves, and that, 4f even-it prefumes to endea-
vour to prevent additional importations, they will fet
our laws at defiance, and the ‘Colonial Judicatures
fhall trample them under foot. All this is perfectly
prudent.

Prefumptious as it may be deemed to attempt a
defence of this weak, abfurd, improvident Decree,
yet, alas? I am implicated in the crime, and con-
fequently neceflitated to undertake its defence.—
Long fince did 1 prefume to diffeminate the deteftable
pofitions, That it was incumbent on us to endeavour
« As fpeedy and effectual fubverfion of Slavery in
« our \flands, as the circumftances and fituation of
« the Slaves would admit;” That <« We fhould not
« limit our views to the abolition of the African
« Slave Trade, as the Slavery formed on it wis
« equally unjuft;” and « That the perfons ealled
¢« Slaves in our Iflands were intitled to liberty, by
« the common law of the land; that the mode of
_¢¢ putting them in poffeffion of their legal and natu-
« ral right_out to be fpeedy and effe@tual, and ought
« to be conhidered with no other view but their hap=
¢ pinefs, however it might militate againft the in-
w tereft of their oppreffors.”
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. Had the Freach bcgn left in the undifturbed pof-
feflion of that Freedom they had fo glorioufly obtain-
ed; had they been fuffered quietly to purfue their
wife and benevolent principles, little would this, or
any of their other meafures, have needed a defence
from me. Their beft and effe@ual defence, would
have been the beneficial effeéts they would have pro-
duced. This was well known, and dreaded by thofe
whofe intercft it was that thofe effe@ts never fhould
take place. To impede and obftrudt their operation
was the obvious policy to be adopted. France muft
be attacked, and filled with blood ; and then the ex~
clamation was to be bellowed forth, fee the effe&ts of
French principles! fo we may fill now the French
Weft India Iflands with carnage, and then poffibly,
we may have the audacity to exclaim, behold the
effe@s of emancipation!

In defending this Decree, of the National Con-
vention, 1 mean not to be guided by any fup-
pofed effeés, either beneficial, or adverfe, which may
poffibly refulr; for, notwithftanding the unmeaning
clamour which Mr., Burke has raifed againft abftrat
principles, 1 mean to contend, That * No circum-
¢ ftances, or fituation, in fociety, can juftify the {fub-
- ¢ jefting a human being, as a property, to his fel-.
¢« Jow-creature; or the continuance of fuch a ftate,
¢¢ where it already exifts;” and, in difcufiing this quef-
jon, 1 mean not to be entangled with any particular
principlcs.of government, becaufe, fo far asthe queftion
of government is concerned, Slavery is equally inimi=
cal to all government. In whatever hands, or under
whatever form, governments exifts, it behoves to be
Supreme over cvery individual ; to that Supreme
Authority he is to yield obedience, and to that he is
to look for proteétion,  Whenever one member of
the community claims another as a property, this
Supreme Authority, which 1s eflential to government,
is, 10 fuch cafe, fo far fubverted; both the Slave, and
the Slave holder, as far as the relation exifts between
them ceafe to be amensble to the Supreme Authority,
Hence, in proportion as we deem government tQ be
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beneficial ta fociety, we ﬂ?u& confider Slavery to be
injurious ; and if a ftare of government bé natural o
man, a ftate of perfonal Slavery muft be unnatural and
fubverfive of focial order. )
Perfonal Slavery is as incompatible with a ftate of
nature, as with a f{tate of government.  No circum-
cumftances can poflibly exift, in fuch a ftate, from
whence it can originate.  Lecke and many other
writers, have, indeed, endeavoured to fupport it : but
it was on principles fo abfurd as 1o be now univerfally
abandoned; and Blackfione has jultly reprobated
them:
~ But however indefenfible the old principles of
Slavery may be confidered, yet, is it now attempted
to be fupported on grounds far more ablurd. Mr.
Pitt fays, *In that unhappy fituation in which our
¢ baneful conduét had brought both ourfelves and
¢ them, it would not be juftice on either fide to give
¢ them liberty.” Mr. Pist, with a view to perfuade
us to abandon a particular fpecies of the Slave Trade,
has ftigmatized the original feizure of the African as
an atrocious robbery : but the Slave-holder, in the
Iflands can perpetuate the robbery, retain the ftolen
goeds without any crime ; nay, he fays, it would be
injuftice in him to relinquifh them; an enormous
ctime is, it feems cured by its continuance. °
The unhappy African is feized in his native land,

dragged hundreds of miles to the coaft, carried to our
iflands, where he is condemned, under chains, and
whips, to wear out the miferable remaindgr of his
life. Mr. Pitt garbles this mafs of enormity; fome
of the gang concerned in this tranfation are, it feems,
robbers, but others are honourable men. The wretched
vi@im is tranfmitted from hand to hand: wiil Mr,
Pjtt inform us where, and at which tranfit, the cri-
minality vanifhes? is only the original feizure cri-
minal? are all the purchafers in the different markets
of Africa innocent? lIs it a defence of the Planter
that the injury 1s already perpetrated, and cannot be
fully repaired, as the Slave cannot be returned to his
family, from whence he was torn! the fame defence
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will apply to the Slave-dealer in Africa, who frequent-
1y is ignorant whence the Slave came, and equally un-
able to reftore him.

It feems, then, that we have committed an injury,
which we cannot fully repair, we have torn a feHow-
creature from a country to which he never can retuin,
murdered his wife who never can again folace his
cares; deprived him of his children whom he never can
again embrace ; and, then, we make thefe irreparable
injuries a plea for perpetrating and extending to his
effspring, injuries which we can remedy. We deprive
them of thofe enjoyments which tend to make liber-
ty and life defirable, and thence we infer that we have
2right to deprive them of liberty and life alfo. Mr. Pit#
talksof the unbappy(ituationinto which we havebrought
them and ower/elves. T he unhappy fituation intowhich we
have brought zhem, s, to be fure, pretty evident: but in .
the name of common fenfe, what can he mean by the
unhappy fituation into which we are brought? Is
the Slave-holder anbappy, while his chariot rolls on
fugar hogfheads and rum puncheons? cr are the nu-
merous clafies, who derive wealth and fplendor from
the Colonial Slavery, vnhappy. The people atlarge
do not feem to be unhappy; while enjoying:the pro-
duce of robbery and murder ; nor does Mr. Pitt ap-
pear to be very miferable, while, by fwelling the re-
venue, trace, and navigation, of the nation, it enables
him to carry on the war for extirminating French prin=
ciples. Indeed, fo extremely well fatisfied are we
with /the unhappy fituation, into which our &aneful
condué? has brought both zbem and ourfelves, that wo
are anxious to add to the half million, whom we have
.already brought into that unhappy fitvation, the mil-
lion in the French Iflands, whom the National Con-
vention have refolved to extricate from it

But it is pretended that we have fo debafed fo
brutalized them, by Slavery, that they are incapable
of enjoying a ftate of freedom 3 and we continue to
hold them in Slavery, from pure benevolence; and,
from fimilar principles of benevolence, the Slave~
dealer brings them from Africa, where he tells us,
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they arc in a brutal ftate. It is a remarkable feature
in the condud of this inquiry, that both the Aboli-
tionifts, and Anti-abolitionifts, have fcarcely adduced
_any evidence but what, like Hudibras’ arguments
' diredlly tend,
Againft the caufe they would defend.

Thus the Slave-dealers themfelves prove every
dircumftance, with which their adverfaries had charg-
ed, them: and they, in their turn, while contending
for abolithing the African Slave Trade, and fetting
up a new manufaéture of Slaves in our own Iflands,
provedecidedly the abfurdity and futility of their plan,
and that an Abolition of the Slavery in the iflands
is both pra‘ticable and abfolutelyindifpenfable Fully
fatisfied of this, from the flender extraéts which, from
the voluminous evidence, has been laid before the
public, by the fociety for abolithing the Slave Trade,
I l.ng fince, withed to examine the evidence at large,
with a view to elucidate this important point; but in
vain have | endeavoured to obtain it. Too precious:
for the public eye, it is feduloufly preferevd among
the parties who conduét this bufinefs.

Underftanding that Mr. Richard Phillips, one of the
Committee for abolithing the Slave Trade, had two
copies, 1 prefumed to folicit the loan of one of them
for the purpofz, but I was informed that he would
furnith no materials to an Adverfary. 7

Under thefe circum@tances, I muft be content with
appealing to their own abitra@, and even from thence
appears the fitnefs of the Slaves for a ftate of freedom.
1n their own country, it appears, from the evidence
of Wadftrom, Storey, Towne, Dalrymple, Hall, Howe,
Falconbridge, and Tretter. That they are punctuai,
honett, hofpitable, fulceptible of all the focial vir-
tues, friendly, graceful, affeltionate, &kilful in manu-
faQures, their capacities equal to the Europeans.—
Mr. Wadfirom contends they furpafs Europeans in
affe@ion; and Mr. Newton fays, he found there the
beft people he ever met with.—That when they are
krought among Europeans they are corrupted by
their example, will not be difputed; and the alleg-
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ing this_corruption, as a plea for perpetuating theic
Slavery is a tolerable degree of effrontery. Yeteven
after we have brutalized them, as is pretendcd, they
feem to poffefs a charatter to which the lower claffes
of the Englifh can fcarcely have a claim.  Giles fays,
« Their capacity is g0od, and their difpofition
better than might be expected from perfons fo
untutored.” The Rev. Mr. Rees fays, “ They are
a5 reafonable as any other beings, confidering their
education.”  Dottor Harrifon, of Jamaica, thinks
¢he abilities of the Negroes equal teour own, and
their difpofition much the fame; that the Free Ne-
groes are as induftrious as the Whites, and that it 1s
che Slavery which caufes the unwillingnefs of the
others. Do&or Jackfon, of Jamaica, fays, that after
much knowledge of them, he could not perceive
¢hem at all inferior in capacity to unlettered White
Men; that they poflefs many amiable qualities, cha-
ritable to all in diftrefs, parents ftrongly attached to
their children, and have given ftrong proofs of grati-
tude and attachment; often complain that they are an
opprefled people, that they fuffer in this world, but
thall be happy in the next, and denounce the judgment
of God on the White Men, their oppreffors.  Coor,
of Jamaica, fays, he always obferved Negroes, whe
had grounds in good crder, work with great pleafure.
Terry fays, that Free Negrocs are as well behaved as
others in the fame rank of fociety. Capt. Smith al-
ways confidered tiie Negroes as a keen, fenfible, well
difpofed people; when their habits were not vitiated
by cruel ufage; has feen good ufage produce a good
effe@. Duncan, of Antigua, fays, that the capacities
and difpofitions of Negroes are much the fame as the
Whites; that thofe inftructed by the Methodifts were
jmproved in their morals and behaviour. Captain
Lloyd believed that Negroes might be induced to
work without feveritys and that a Mr. Greenland ~
never punifhed his Slaves. Captain Davijon fayss
Free Negroes are very induftricus. Rev. Mr. Stuart
fays, the Blacks are not iferior to the Whites 1n
abilities, and difpofition;; have as much gmcroﬁty,ﬂ
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fidelity, gratitude, 'underfganding and ingemuity.—-
Rev. Mr. Davies fays, that their feelings are much
the fame as Europeans. Cook fays, the capacity of
fome Negroes are very great. Clappefon that the Free
Negroes, in general behaved well. The Dean of
Middleham fays, their difpofition is in general affec-
tionate, where well treated. Woelrich fays, the young
Negroes learn trades as readily as the Whites; knows
of no exceptions to their poflefling the focial affecti-
ons as ftrongly as Whites, particularly the Creoles,
their natural affeGtions are as great as elfewhere. .

Is it meant toinfult the common fenfe of mankind,
that fuch evidence as this is brought forward, by the
very perfons who infift thas fuch a people as this are
to be deemed as brutes, unworthy of the protection
of the law, or of partaking of the benefits of civil fo-
ciety? Will Mr. Pitt favour us with a fcale of intel-
le€tual powers, and intelleCtual cultivation, and by
that fcale let the Weft Tndia Negroes, and our Eng-
Yith Church and King Mob be judged; let thofe who
rife to the given ftandard be deemed Free, and let
thofe who are beneath it be adjudged Slaves?

After all the abfurdity which has been circulated on
this fubjet; will any one condefcend to fhew that any
degree of intellectual cultivation is effential to place
a man under the proteétion of the law, and conftitute
him a member of civil fociety 2 fo far from it that, in
proportion as he is deficient in both, it becomes
more peculiarly neceffary that'he fhould receive the
protection and be fubject to the controul of civil fo-
ciety. Lefs capable of governing and protecting
themfelves, the laws of fociety fhould peculiarly be
extended to prote@t them from injury ; to fuffer fuch
to become fubjett to the arbitrary will of an indivi-
dual is peculiarly criminal. .

Is it the ordinary conduct of fociety to put out of
the protection of the law, and fubjed to the arbitrary
will of another, the ignorant and helplefs? TIsthe
infant, or the ideot abandoned to the arbitrary will of
an individual ? Let it be explained, how a ftate of
p;rfonal Slavery can refult from any particular por-
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tion of intelle@s, or degree of cultivation. Were'a
man to refcue an abandoned infant from deftruction,
nourith and rear it, would it become his property 2
Tf, then, a life faved, and benefits confered, cannot
_conftitute a property in man, fhall it be deduced
from injury ? Shall we emafculate, or blind a fellow
creature, and thence claim domin:on over him, be-
caufe we havedegraded and funk him in the fcale of
human being?  Will not the maxim of law be applied,
that % No man fball profit of bis own wrong ?” inftead
of the vengeance of fociety be.ng averted, it fhall be
poured out on the culprit, and the injured fhall
claim reparation for the wrong, as for as it is repar-
able.

Indeed, no circumftances, whatever, can poflibly
authorife the making man a property of his fellow-
man. From the fpectal relation of the Father to the
Child, and Hufband to the Wife, peculiar authority
refults : but the law of fociety ftill preferves the
fupreme control, and limits the f{pecial authority
within its neceffary bounds, and in no well ordered
fociety is it pretended, that even, the parental aus
thority conftitutes the child a property.

If, then, a property in man can refult from no
analogy in civil fociety, fhall it be derived from the
moft wanton, and abfurd pretexts? If it ariles not
from thofe high and fpecial authorities, which are ef-
fential to fociety, fhall it be fuffered to exift where
no relation fubfifts, but what is formed by violence
and injuftice? If the greateft of benefits cannot be
a juft foundation, fhall it be derived from the grofeft
of injuries?

" As this queftion has been agitated in a manner
peculiarly adapted to perplex, and miflead; itis not
furprifing, that many confound an emancipation from
Slavery with a diffolution of government; hence,
they exclaim, what would the Negroes do, if left to
themfelves : True; but do the French mean to aban-
don them, to leave them to themiclves? Does any
one who propofes emancipation, mean emancipation
from government? on the contrary, by deftroying
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the arbitrary dominion of thi Sl)avc holder, the Slaves
would be brought immediately under the fubjettions
as well' as the protection of the law. \

From their debafed, their ignorant, their depraved
fate, refults the ftrongeft reafon for their emancipati-
on from the dominion of the Slave-holder, becaufe
fuch a dominion is the fartheft removed from a ftate
of regular, well adminiftered government, and fuch
a government becomes neceffary in proportion as the
governed are ignorant and debafed. When the mind
of man is improved by cultivation, principles of ac-
tion arife, which in fome degree, fupply the place of
government ; a fenfe of honour, of fhame, a regard
for the good opinion - of others, knowledge of the
various relations of civil fociety, all come powerfully
in aid of moral principle ; and even that principle
itfelf is fo far improved in the cultivated mind, as
greatly to aid, and in fome degree peshaps to fuper-
fede the neceflity, and obviate the imperfections of
government ; but, where the govcrm:d are bafe and
ignorant, the moral principle is fo far deftroyed, and
no fpring of ation remains but human laws; which,
it then becomes more peculiarly neceflury, fhould be
uniform in their operations, conftant in their applica-
tion, ftrong in their adminiftration, wife and juft in
their formation. The great def=Ct in the fyftem of
Slavery is, that it is totally deficient in all thefe re-
fpeds; the will of each Planter, or Overfeer becomes
varied and unftable law, arifing not merely from the
weaknefs and wickednefs of the human mind, but from
accident, caprice, removals, and anarchy : the control
of the Planter, or Overfeer is rarely exerted over the
Slave, except as to thofe fpecial circumftances and
times in which his own intereft is concerned; as to
every other aétion of their lives, and their inter=-
courfes between each other, in which the mafter has
no intereft ; he gives himfelf no concern. The Plant-
ers in their evidence, abfurdly boaft how much they
leave the Slaves to their own management; nay,thex
tell us, that crimes which we deem capital, are fuf-
fered to pafs with trivial or with no punifhment. But
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they ought to know that a weak, relaxed adminiftras
tion of Juftice is the moft deteftable, and peculiarly
fo, when the goversed are fuch as they defcribe their
Slaves to be..

Mr. Pitt fays, that a Black government is an ided
fufficient to excite our horror. Why a Black govern<
ment fhould not be as good as a #hite one, he docs
not condefcend to inform us. ¥f he means that
perfons in the ftatein which the Slaves are in our
iflands, are but ill qualified to form a government; he
fays, truly, and he may fay the fame, of the loweft
claffes amongft ourfelves; but that no more provesy
that the Negroes ought to be left in a ftate of
Slavery, becaufe they are not philofophers and poli-
ticians enough to form a government, than it
does that our peafants ought to be made Slaves
of, becaufe they are not adequate to the tafk.—
After having by our baneful conduct brought them
to the unhappy fituation in which they now are, it no
more beconies us to abandon them without govern«
ment, to anarchy and confufion among themfelves,
than it does to leave them without the protettion
of law to the wanton and lawlefs will of their oppref-
fors. The French Decree does what it became us to
do; deliver them from their oppreflors, reftore them
to the prote&ion of the law, and fubj=& them to its
control. .

That there exifts powerful motives for our not
adopting a fimilar mode of condut, cannei be
doubted by thofe who know the nature of our excel-
Jent conftitution, and the powerful and extenfive Co-
lonial influence in the Britith Legiflature.

Though Mr. Pitt, and even Mr. Dundas has admit-
ted that the flate of Slavery is injurious to the commu-
nity, by diminifhing the product of labour, yet is it
not to be expected, that they thould have the cou-
rage to purfue the public good, any more than the
path of juftice, in oppofition to fuch a terriffic power;
but ftill. furely, it was not too much to expect that
they fhculd fuffer that nation to adopt a different line
of condu, where no powerful, partial intereft is fafe
fered to obftruct the public gocd.——FIN1S,
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ONSIDERING the ftate of mankind as it really
exifts, and not according to any utopian ideas
of perfeGion; and, fuppofing the conduct of thofe
who govern nations, to bear fome refemblance to that
which the page of hiftory prefents to our view, we
are certainly not warranted in very high expetations,
nor indeed, is it to be imagined from the nature
and fource of human aQions, that any pecu"ar emi-
nence in virtue will be their diftinguithing’ charac-
teriftic. :

That, thofe who govern their fellow-men are
amenable only to heaven, 'being their favourit axiom,
an axiom which is the balfis of the Britith Conftitution,
It does not appear very rational, that their condult
fhould be exemplary in proportion as the means of '
committing crimes are in their power, as the temp-
tation, to commit them become powerful, and in
proportion as the fear of punifhment is removed to
a period which mankind are apt to confider as un--
certain and remote, and in which we do not feem
to repofe any great confidence, as to refttaining the
other claffes of fociety from violating its rights, and
if found fufficient to awe and -reftrain thofe who
govern mankind, it can only be, becaufe the fan&tions
of a future ftate more powerfully operate on their
minds, and are more uniformly and conftantly in
them an influencing principle of human action; or elfe,

_becaufe they poffefs fome innate principle of virtue,
which needs no fan&tion, and fears no temptation.

But, as this is not always the cafe, and as the dig-

nity of government requires, that thofe who adminifter
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1t, fhould be contemplated as enthroned in wifdom
and wirtue as well as in power, and as nothing can be
more libellous than to {uppofe that thofe who govern:
us, are weak and wicked like ourfelves. It has be-"
come expedient, not merely that the moral prineiple
“of human action thould be relaxed in their favour,
but that its very nature fhould be fo abfolutely
changed, that the very line of condu& which is deemed
efentially requifitefor obtaining the flendereft decency
of charaéter amongft other men, may not mercly be
trampled on by them with impunity; but the very
idea that they condu& themfelves on fuch wulgar
principles, is deemed a reproach to the fublimity of
their charalter. , And we fee a fyftem of Ethics
framed for their ufe, called Political Morality, and
this prefix has fuch & wonderful effe, that evil is
inftantly (~hanged into good, and good into evil : nay,
that condu&, which if purfued by any other member
of fociety fhall bring on him infamy and punifhment,
may be adopted by this clevated order of men with
eclat, add fpleador to their characers and be refounded
thraugh the world as the foundation of their fame.
1t may poffibly be lamented that this new Ethics
has.not been reduced into a fyftem; but this, froms
is very nature, is impradticable, its leading feature
being the lawfulnefs of violating all principle; and
were propriety of language regarded, contra morality
might be its appellation. To deprive our fellow
ereature of that life which was the gift of his
Creator, feems on common principles an offence of a
moft tremendous nature: when an inftance of it oc-
curs in civil life, it awakens our attention, excites ouf
horror, and draws down on the culprit the vengeance
of fociety; but let thofe who govern nations, order
their bands of ruffians upon the bloody work, it is
then, it feems, no longer murder, it affumes the appel-
Jation of war, and becomes honourable in proportion
to the extent of the mifery it occafions; we then re-
ceive with exultation, the news of tens of thoufands
killed and mangled in one dreadful heap; and what-
ever fentiment may be excited by the violent death
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of an individual, yet, by extending thé idea to thous
fands and to millions, all our horror inftantly vanifhes;
our minds becorne reconciled to their dying agonies;
and to the ftill more dreadful circumftance of the tor:
tures of the wounded, condemned to drag a mangled
and mutilated body through the miferable remnant
of life, while the wretched inhabitants of the feat of
war are involved in calamities, fo dreadful, that thé
human mind is fcarcely capable of conceiving theif
extent and diverfity.

To bring fuch enormots mifery on our fellow-
creatures, one would imagine no circumftances could
Juftify, no caufe could be adequate, yet it is perpetu-
ally done, on pretexts fo frivolous, and often fo falfey
as to excite our mirth were it not fuppreflfed by our
horror and indignation.

That a community, as well as an individual, ought to

defend themfelves when a&ually attacked, will noc be
difputed; but to go abroad in queft of blood and
flaughter, under pretence of guarding againft furure
and fuppofed dangers, is certainly incompatible with
every moral principle even as recognized by the com-
mon practice of civil life Do we ftab every man from
whom we imagine it poffible that we may receive an
injury? Or, do we burn hjs houfe and murder his fa~
mily in_order to fecure ourfelves by difabling him
from effecting his wicked purpofes ? But, in fa&,
few wars have even fuch flimfy pretences; they are
ufually undertaken by powerful nations, who have
nothing to fear, againft weak and defencelefs ones;
or elfe, between powerful rival nations, contending
which fhall extend moft widely its oppreflive tyranny
over harmlefs people; nay, to found a commerce on
violence ; and to compel other countriesto fell their
commodities, or buy ours, on terms ditated by the
fword ; and which feems as juitifiable as murdering a
man that we may obtain his cuftomers, or deflroying
his eftate, that we may benefit our own.

But even intereft is. often out of the queftion, and
we fee all the horrors of war take place contrary to
intereft, in defence of fome imaginary point of honour;
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nobody ever pretended that either F alkland Mland, or
Nootka Sowbd, was an obje& adequate to the ex-
-pence of a war. National honour was the pretext;.
yet, what a drawcanfir fhould we deem the man who
defolated a parifh, and murdered the inhabitants, be-
" caufe the Squire or the Parfon had affronted him!
In the Houle of Commons is avowed, athorough ab- .
horrence of all the parties who have prevailed during
the revolution ; yet, have we obtained poffeffion of
Toulon, by holding out to them an approbation of the
conftitution recently fubverted ; and Mr. Pitt avows,
that Political Morality authorifes us to avail ourfelves
of the parties and divifions of France, to diftrefs them,
and benefit ourfelves: yet fome may afk, what would
be thought of a lawyer, who held out hopes of fup-
porting a_claimant to an eftate in order to obtain pof-
{eflion for himfelf? Or, a man who, under the guife
of Friendfhip, entered a houfe, and availed himfelf of
the difcord of the inhabitants to burn and plunder it?
Hence, it feems, that Political Morality eftablifhes as
a principle, and fource of condu&, pride, ambition,
avarice, and all thofe paffions, which ordinary mo-
rality calls on us to curb, and to fupprefs. Itis not
that thorny path, which moralifts bave dcpitted.—
The fummit is to be attained by giving a loofe to the
paffions; and there its votaries may fit enthroned, in=
dulging every crime, and fpreading horror and defo-
lotion around them, while they are emblazoned with
refplendent glory, and receiving adulation and ap-
plaufe. '
" Thus feducing is this political morality ; nor is it
furprifing, that the conteft thould be violent for fitua-
tions, where the gratifying of the predominant paffions
of the human mind receive the moft fpendid rewards,
which the fevereft virtue can alone merit, and when
principles and motives of condu&, which would de-
bafe to infamy in private life, fhall, when adopted by
public men, on the great theatre of the world, be
dignified with the fplendid epithets of patriotifm and
~ Jove of our country. That to love our country may
be a duty, we will not difpute: fo is the love of our



families. It is the moft p(s)werful, the moft laudable,
‘the moft natural, and the moft effentially necefiary. It
1s abond of union which exifted prior to governments, -
and has been fuppofed, by fome, to have been their
origin. If any fuperior energy of action can be called
for, it muft be in favour of a beloved woman,who has
attached herfelf to an individual, with areliance onhis
protection and fupport, abandoning the world in con-
fidence that, in uniting herfelf with his fate, fhe fhall
receive an ample reward.  If it were to be fuppofed
poffible, that there could exift in nature fuch a monfter
as this political morality, if we could for a moment
1magine that circamftances and relations in life might
warrant a deviation from the ftri¢t and general rules
of moral principle, it muft furely be in behalf of the
helplefs infants whom we have brought into exiftence,
and the continuance of whofe exiftence depends every
moment on our exertions: yet, is it umverfally ad-
mitted, that thofe exertions muft be circumfcribed by
the general rights of man, that however thefe relative

connections may call on us to put forth every energy,
and to facrifice our eafe, our paffions, and our defires,
in the performance of fuch imposant duties, yet never
was it pretended, that they authorifed us to violate
the property, or infringe, in the fmalleft degree, the
facred and inviolable rights of our fellow creatures.—
The eye of pity may, indeed, centemplate the melan-
choly fituation of the wretch who, impelled by. fuch
powerful temptation, feizes the property of his neigh-
bour to preferve the wife he loves, or the infant which
itis his duty to fupport; yet no one fuppofes that
even fuch a ftrong cafe as that is a defence.  Within
the bounds of moral duty are our exertions for their
relief to be limited, and the refult is to be left in the
hands of the Supreme.  But, do thofe who govern
mankind, and who ftile themfelves Fathers of their
people, pretend to adopt fuch a line of condu& ? Is
1t by facrifices made by themfelves that they benefit
their people? Or, do they feek to aggrandize, and en-
rich them, by bringing mifery and defolation on
others? While they themfelves expe® to be re-
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warded for the deed byg the applaufe and adulation of
mankir#l; and, inftead of making any facrifice them-
felves, they claim fuch fplendor and power as deluges

the world i blood, to attain the envied eminence.
 As the duty of fubmiffion to civil government is
ftrongly inculcated by the gofpel of Chrift, it may be
deemed an unfortunate circurmftance when the conduct
of thofe who adminifter it tempts us to deviate from
that refpe& to it, which the principles of moral duty,
drawn from the nature of civil fociety, call for, and
which Chriftianity, with great propriety, fill more
forcibly preffes on its votaries, That this duty may
have its limits, when attended with circumftances
which conne& it with other duties, will hardly be
denied, becaufe, however ftrongly and broadly the
New Teftament lays down the duty of fubmiffion of
wives to their hufbands, children to their parents, and
fervants to their mafters, yet we cannot but acknow-
ledge that other duties frequently circumfcribe them.
None will contend that thefe are¢ duties unlimited 1n
their operation ; and it does not appear that fubmiffion
to civil government is laid down in more unqualified

terms, or can claim a more unqualified obfervance.
But however qua'ified may be this duty, yet the
gofpel, in its general tenor, certainly inculcates very
ftrongly fubmiffion to injury, returning good for evil,
&ec. and it is probably this circumftance which has ren-
dered chriftianity a favourite with thofe who govern,
or thofe who opprefs mankind. We are neceffitated
to refort to this fuppofition, becaufe there does not
appear, that they can have any other motive for adopt-
ing a religion fo hoftile to worldly power and gran-
deur, and foinimical to that ccndu& which is necef-
fary to attain them. Thus it is poffible, that a Mo-
narch on his throne, or a Slave-owner with his whip,
may condefcend to hold the gofpel in his hands, and
tell his {ubjects, or his flaves,  Let every foul be
fubjet ta the higher powers,” and « He that refifts
thall receive to himfelf damnation!” and if the fub-
je&ts of the one become more paffive under oppreffion,
and the flaves of the other be increafed in value
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twenty per-cent. it will not be deemed extraordinary
if they become ftrenuous advocates for an alliance
between Church and Stare: If bloody wars be adopt-
ed to prevent the State’s being deprived of fo im-
portant an ally, a clergy marfhaled for its defence,
and penal laws ena&ed to enforce and extend it. But,
as every good is faid to have its alloy of evil, fo, even
this great and important fupport, which worldly do-~
mination receives from chriftianity, may be accompa-
nied with a danger not undeferving notice. Had the
wife and venerable practice of former ages been ftill
adhered to,——Had the records of chriftianity been ftill
locked up in an almoft unknown tongue, to be dealt
out to the community in fuch fcraps as the caution of
the clergy might fuggeft, accompanied with fuch
glofies, and reftricted to fuch an import, as their po-
licy would fuggeft; then, indeed, might chriftianity,
fo reftricted, have ftill contributed its fupport to hu-
man dominion, without endangering thofe who re-
forted to its alliance. But, alas! this is no longer
the cafe, they have, unfortunately, been fuffered to
lie open to the Swinifh Multitude in their vernacular
tongues, while the art of printing has too diffufely
~ circulased among them a knowledge of the con-e
tents.

Thus they find that Chriftians are exhorted to put
“away all wrath and frife, to be kind, patient and long
{fuffering to all men, return good for evil, to avenge
not themfelves, but leave vengeance to him te whom
vengeance belongs; to love their enemies, and do
them goad, if their enemies hunger to feed them, and
if they thrift, to give them drink, &c.—And as thefe
precepts feem to be of unlimited obligation, as it
does not appear that Wetftein, Rengelius, or Grief-
bach, have been able to difcover a fingle reading
which will warranta fuppofition that chriftians, fhould
they become Kings or Minifters, are difcharged from
the obligation of obeying .the precepts of their reli-
gion, when we fee them (as fometimes happens)

trampling on thefe duties, we are apt, in proportion
as we really believe and reverence our religion, to



ook with horror on their conduét; and, however,
much we may endeavour to reverence the King and
all in authority, yet, at the moit, will it only be- with
‘that degree and fpecies of reverence with which the
child beholds his criminal parent when violating
the laws of fociety, and all the civil relations of life,
It will not reftrain him from remonftrating on his
criminal condu@, nor, in fome cafes, even from en-
deavouring to obftruct him in the prepetration of his
crimes, and in guarding fociety from sheir baneful
effelts. * ,

We will, therefore, allow the advocates of monar-
chical authority to affume their ftrongeft ground, ad-

it them to the poffeffion of that important poft
which they long triumphantly maintained, and which,
when, at length, neceffitated to abandon, they have
never fince dared boldly to affume any other. Let us
admit Sir Robert Filmer to inveft his heroes with patri-
archal authority.  Suppofe them to poffefs all the
rights, and all the power of the Partres Familie, and,
then let us afk, what are thefe rights, and what is that
authority?  But we wili not derive an an{wer to this

queftion from the corrupt praclice of barbarous ages,
* whether recorded in Profane or in Sacred Hiftory,
nor will we derive it from that {pecial autherity which
God, himfelf, for wife,though to us unknown purpofes,
gave to particular nations, or families. Let us
rather“enquire what are the duties, and what the
rights of the heads of families, on that true foundation
of moral principle, the implied will of- our common
parent, deducing that implied will from a confider-
ation of the relation we ftand in to him and to each
other.

Then let us change the term nation to Sfamily ; let
us fuppofe one family to refide in this Ifland, another
in Africa, another in the Weft Indies, one in the Eaft
Indies, another in France, and another in Ireland.—
‘Will it be faid, that the parent, the Head of this fa-
mily, refiding in this Ifland, has any right as fuch, to
fend one of his fons to extirpate the family in a Weft
Tndia lfland 2——To furnifh the Head of the African
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family with fire-arms, and chains, to fubdue and bind
his family ; and fo fubdued, convey them in chains to
the Weft India Ifland, that this African family and
their offspring fhould be kept in chains for ever, forci-
bly tofupply the Englifh family with the rich produéts
which their own cold climate had refufed them?
Will it be faid, that he has a right to fend another of
his fons to the Eaft Indies, under pretence of trading
with the Afiatic family for the produce of their in-
duftry, and quarelling with another foreigner who
had come there under the fame pretext, make that
quarrel a foundation not only for poflefling their
houfes and their lands, but {preading famine 20d
death among them, by feizing their very food ; and
fhall the Englifh parent grant a charter to his fon,
authorifing him #bus to govern the Afiatic family, on
condition of his fending part of the money to Eng-
land, which has been fo obtained in Alfia, to enable
him to pay his debts: and laftly, {fuppofe he were to
{fend another of his fons to the Irifh family, harrafling
them from age to age, without the thadow of a pre=
text, but that they had the misfortune to be neigh-
bours, and therefore expofed to their inroads;. and
lefs powerful, confequently unable to retaliate the in-
jury ; fhould he compel them to contribute a tenth
of the produce of their labour to fupport an Englifh
clergy, whofe religion they abhored, and the greater
part of the rents of their landto aggrandife and enrich
their neighbour? Let us afk, whether there be any
principle which could juftify this condué&? would any
one prefume to apoligife for it? would pot the voice of
reafon and juftice, call on mankind to abhor it?
If fo, let it then be afked, whether that conduét canbe
juftifiable in a number of individuals, or familics,
which would be deemed the extreme of profligate
wickednefs in one? Bodies of men may countenance
each other in crimes which the moft fhamelefs indivi-
duals would blufh to perpetrate. Removed from the
fear of punithment, by the power they "poflefs, they
may fet all moral duty at defiance, and invent a
jargon of their 0wn, tell us of political morality, and
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political neceflity, and, under this flimly wveil, they
may carry human crimes to their apex. They may
punifh with harfh feverity fubordinate ones, which,
n comparifon with their own, are but as duft in the
balance. ~ Nay, perhaps, the fevereft chaftifements
may be referved for thofe who dare to arraign their
crimes, and againft whom they may have nothing te
alledge, but that they are more virtuous than them-
fclves. Have fuch a fenfe of the dignity of virtue, as
to exprefs their abhorrence of their deeds, and dif-
dainto profefs veneration and refpe& for the perpe-
trators ?

Mr. Pitt has arrainged with great and juft feverity,
one ‘part of our diverfificd enormities. Perhaps it
is not very eafy to difcover any principle, on which
§t can be {elected from the dreadful mafs, unlefs it be
on the mere ground of impolicy, on the ground that
murdering and ftealing the inhabitants of Africa pre-
vent a more profitable trade to that country. But
as he urgesthe injuftice of the praQice, may it not
he afked, whether forcibly continuing the Africans,
and their pofterity, in a {tate of flavery, be not equally
incompatible with- morality, as the original feizure;
and is not the deftroying of twenty millions of Afiatics,
and bringing their property to England to difcharge
our national debt, equally a violation of our duty?
Or is it much inferior, in the order of crimes, to har-
rafs and impoverifh, for our aggrandifement, a country
fuperior in natural advantages to our own, compel
them to dance after us in all our whimfical changes
of religion and government, provoke them to infur-
rettions, by compelling them to fupport the clergy
of a foreign country, and the nobility of a foreign
court.  ‘There may be fhades of difference in thefe
enormities, but they are all equally defenfible, or
cqually unjuftifiable. Wil the advocates of govern-
ment come forward, and give us an intelligible de-
fence? will they give us any other than that thefe a&ts
are the bafis of our riches and our {plendor, as the
Highwayman will tell us that it is indifpenfibly ne-
ceffary for him to purfue his vocation, becaufe with-
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out it he has not the means of cobtaining his bottle
and his girl.

But if thefe deeds be enormous, If the vileft {yco-
phant of power cannot mutter a defence, 1f they per-
petrate them merely becaufe they dare, If we are to
underftand that they are perpetrated becaufe there
exifts no earthly power to whom the actors are
amenable, and becaufe the juft vengeance of Heaven
is defpifed ; will not fome be apt to ask, whether it
be not rather extraordinary that thofe fhould expelt
our obedience to their laws, who are trampling on
the eternal laws of juftice; that they fhould look
for our fubjection to their authority, while they them-
felves are {purning that of the molft high?

A mind untutored in this fpecies of knowiedge,
might be apt to imagine that, fo far from the condutt
of thofe who govern nations being unreftrained by -
thofe moral pr.nciples whch are obligatory on indi-
viduals, on trem they ought to be deemed pecu-
liarly binding; becaufe to no other control are they
fubje but confcience and honour; no power, no
laws to which they are amenable. Thofe circumftan-
ces in focial life are deemed the criterion of the hu-
man chara&er; and a criminal conduct under them
conftitutes its loweft degradation. Debts of Honour,
where no laws interpofe to inforce them, are fuppofed
to be peculiarly binding. To injure thefe who are
helplefs, who have no protector, and can hope no re-
drefs, conftitute the utmoft infamy of human charaéter.
To ftrike the vanquithed to trample on him who lies
proitrate at our feet, becomes only thg loweit and the
bafeft mifcreant whom the meaneft peafant-would de-
fpife.  And is it poflible that thofe who govern nati-
ons can purfue the fame line of conduct, and yet Jook
for honour and refpe®? Do they expett that the
glare refulting from wealth and power can dazzle the
eyes of the ignorant and vulgar? and do they difre-
gard thofe who are capable of judging of their con-
du@, becaufe they are but few? ' If {fo, they muft be
deftitute of thofe feclings effential to true dignity of
mind, which will ever lead a man to elicem*the
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approbation of his fellow citizen, in proportion as
they are acquainted with his condud, and capable of
appreciating its intrinfic worth.

Admiting that nations have a right to viblate all
the ordinary principles of human attion, then fhould
this extraordinary right, this #nigue code, be explained.
Or if it confifts in the trite and terrible apophthegm
that nations are fubje& to no law, acknowledge no
principle of a&ion. and are let loofe on mankind free
from all reftraint; then let this be avowed, and if
poffible defended, and apoligized for: fo far from this,
they are perpetually talking of juftice, reafon, mo-
deration, nay, religion ¢ are they then afraid left we
fhould poflefs too great a refpect and veneration
for thofe who govern us, that they thus bring before
us the records of their own condemnation ¢

Does the affaffin, while perpetrating his deeds,
proclaim aloud the command of heaven, ¢ Thou -
thalt not murder? If not, why, when the blood-
hounds of war are about to be let loofe, on pretexts
which cannot farnith the flendereft veil to the true
motives, on pretexts which poffefs not ingenuity
fufficient to excite a {mile, why muft we bring in
array to our own condemnation the principles of
eternal and immutable juftice? Why, if we re-
folve to defolate a country of the Antipodes and
firip a prince of his dominions and revenues for our.
emolument, under pretence that he has quarrelled
with fomebody about a fortrefs 2 Or, if we think it
our interelt to avail ourfelves of the difcord among
the firft nation in the univerfe, that we may fupprefs
their riﬁng"greatnefs, founded on the fuperior natural
advantages they poffefs ; and to effeét this, heca-
tombs of human victims are to be facrificed, becaufe we
fay a fhip has failed up a river; why mut we in

fuch cafes talk of the juffice of the war? Is it not to
provoke inquiry, and to call to the minds of the
people principles -which policy and decency ought
* to fupprefs? The condut is certainly not without
precedent.  Proftitutes will fometimes vociferate
againft unchaftity ; but it rarcly difguifes, and ftull



13
more rarely clevates their charaQer. But, what is
ftill more extraordinary, in thofe cafes, even heaven
is brought in array before us. 1If thofe who govern
poflefs any vantage ground, if they have peculiar
privileges, to this world and to this life muft they be
limited. Here the do&rine of political morality ori-
ginated. ‘This is the fole theatre of its exiftence, and
with this world muft it terminate. 'Why then, it may
be atked, do princes term their bloody contefts ap-
peals to heaven? Why are they fo extremely willing
to adopt them? Why do they manifeft as much
readinefs to fubmit their caufe to that judicature, as
they do averfion to fubmit to any other ordeal ? It
certainly is a judicature that can hardly be deemed
peculiarly favourable to their caufe’; but, to be fure,
they have the advantage of obtaining a diftant day
of trial, which, it may be fuppofed, is an advantage
that is prized in proportion to the badnefs of a
caufe. So willing they are to be accountable to heaven
for their conduét on earth, that while fome infer the
purity of their motives, others may imagine that
they await its decrees with tranquility, becaufe they
difbelieve its exiftence ; that they fuppofe it to be a
cunningly devifed fable ; that they imagine the court
to which they appeal will never be opened, and will
never arraign its culprits. -

That religion, which fcems to be fo adverfe to
worldly views, fhould be fo intimately and univer-
fally combined with the moft criminal, is not {o ex-
traordinary a circumftance as might be imagined.
As the gods men have worfhipped have been ufually
the works of their hands, or of their imaginations,
little could they have to fear from fuch deities; and,
amongft the number originating from the rich fource
of human fancy, we might have gratified our moft
fattidious tafte. Whatever may be our projeéts, or
- our motives, there could be no great impropriety in
fupplicating Mars to patronize our caufe. Under
the aufpices of Mercury might we have conducted
our enterprize againft Toulon; and our Miniftersy
by means of an -intrigue with Fuzo, might pofibly
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ha e obtained pofieffion of the thunderbolts of Fupiter,.
to hurl upon the French at Dunkirk. Or, if the ex-
ploits were too fanguniary, might not fome Belial
be invoked to whom hecatombs of human facrifices
might yield a {weet favor, or a Mboloch to whom
torrents of human blood might prove an acceptable
oblation? Bur, let us ask, what motive could ex-
it for turning from this rich variety, which the
wifdom of former ages has fpread before us? Why,
when we let loofe the Demon of war, muft we
affume that religion which points out the divine being
as the The God of Peace? The author and finifher
of that faith takes on him no higher charaéter than the
Prince of Peace, whofe miflion on earth was to pro-
claim Peace and good will to man, and who, though
poffefled of all power, yet yielded his back to be
imitten, and hid not his face from thame and infult;
and fo far from admitting any of his difciples to
adopt a contrary condu&, held himfelf forth as their
example, declared they muft be as their mafter, and
his fervants as their Lord; and when they in-
clined to adopt a different conduc¢t poured on
them the fterneft reproof, even when it appeared to
arife from a love ot his perfen, and a zeal for his
caufe ; when thofe, whom he moft eminently loved,
propofed to him to avenge himfelf on fome who re-
Jected his dottrine, and infulted his perfon, ¢ He
rebuked them, [aying ye know not what manner of Spirit
ye are of > Nay, when he who has been deemed the
chief of his apoftles exprefled a repugnance to his
‘fubmiting to fuffer injury, from thofe whom his pow-
could deftroy, the bittereft reproach he ever uttered
came from his lips, “ Get thee behind me, Satan, thou
art an cflence unto mes for thou favereff not the things
that be of God, but thofe that be of men.  If any man will
come after me let bim take up bis crofs, and follow me.
Nor was this ftate of {uffering and fubmiifion fpoken
cf by him as a tempory fufpenfion of a worldly power,
which was afierwards to break out with fplendor:
Hec ftates it as refuliing from the nature of his
kingdom, which he characterifes as not being of this
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world, and with great propriety, obferves, *If my
Kingdom were of this world, then would my fervants
Jight”  And he places that worldly domination which
is {o univerfally fought, and fo highly applauded, as
a perfet contraft to the future condué of his difci-
Ples, e know that the princes of the Gentiles exercife
authority over them: But it [ball not be fo among you :
But whofoever will be chief among you, let bim be your
Jervant.”

Some may perhaps- ask, whether the Princes of
the Gentiles paronize this religion, from mere per-
verfity of mind, becaufe it is peculiarly hoftile to their
conduct? Does it add to their dignity to recog=
nize the validity of a revelation which fo tremendoufly
denounces the vengeance of Heaven againft them?
Is it to prove their heroifm that they hold themfelves
out as braving its terrors? Or, is it to prove the
fublimity of their chara&er, that, while perpetually
at war, they hold out as a divine truth,  Whence
come Wars and Fightings amongft you, come they not bence
sven of your lufts 27

Be it fo; admit that the profligate vulgar will be
difpofed to venerate thofe who have the courage to
defy the moft High, Thatthey will, indeed, efteem
them to be great who can boldly glory in trampling
on his authority, Yet, furely, they muft then be
content to be abhored by thofe whofe mean and -
daftardly minds lead them to reverence the God of
Heaven, and to tremble before his throne. In pro-
portion as we believe his gofpel, we (hall certainly
abhor thofe who affume his name to difgrace it, and
to trample on his authority.

In contemplating our fellow-men in poffefiion of
fupreme authority, and their actions unfettered by
the reftraint of human laws, we arc certainly pre-
pared to behold the depravity of the human mijnd
operating in no very moderate degree, we need not
be greatly furprifed at alts of confiderable atrocicy
taking place; nor ought we to be over ready to
caft off our allegiance on fuch grounds, but when
the chriftian charafter is affumed we have a right
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to form different expeétations, and adopt a different
line of condu&. The apoftle inculcating the duty of
feparation from the world, tells us it does not follow,
that we are to break off the connections and civil re-
lations -of life, on account of our feeing 2 conduct
incompatible with purity of manners, for then, fays
he, we might go out of the world. But, fays he, If any
one who is called a brother (a chriftian brother) be
a notorious violater of the laws of Chrift, with fuch
an one ye fhall not preferve that focial intercoufe
which is incumbent on us, as to other finners; npay,
he carries the prohibition {o far, as even to forbid our
eating with them. If, then, thofe forms of focial re-
foe@ which it is our duty to praftice in the com-
mon intercourfe of civil fociety, are to be forborn in
refpe& to thofe who conne@ with a profeffion of the
chriftian name a difregard to its precepts; muft
not that reverence, which chriftians were taught
to manifelt towards fovereign power, even in the
hands of a Nero be materially affected by the af-
fumption of the chriftian name? Had the Roman
emperor taken on him that profeffion, would not Paul,
who withftood a brother apoftle, becaufe he was to be
blamed, have then infitted on a becoming condutt,
even from the emperor? nor does it feem to be ex-
tremly probable, that he, who fo vehemently called
on his fellow-chriftians 20 bave no fellowfbip with the
unfruitful works of darknefs, but reprove thems to come
out from among them, and touch not the unclean thing,
and God would receive them, would 'have recognifed
the monftrous fpe@acle of a union of worldly domina-
tion and pride with the chriftian name.

Whatever fubje&tion we may deem to be due to
civil governors, yet can we refpe& them, when we
fce them affociate their crimes with chriftianity?
and, unlefs we mean to manifeft that, like them, we
2ffume it as a form, we fhall refift the thought of
recognifing the criminal union, recolle&ting, that
whatever rule of conduft our governors may adopt,’
we muft be guilty if we take part in any which are not
conformable to that law by which we at the leaft muft

- be judged at the ladt day. FINIS. '
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ODERN Europe, is fuppofed to have been the

theatre of the moft fubtle fpeculations, as well from
her ftatefmen poflefling extenfive and refined political
knowledge, as from her peculiar ftructure, rendering
her a fit fubject for the moft extenfive and intricate
diplomatic arrangements. '

Ifthis be the cafe, certainly, her Hiftory prefents
a mortifying fpectacle to human pride, and ought to
humble in the duft the moft prefumptuous part of the
human {pecies. It appears,that when the moft {plendid
" projeéts have been formed, nay, apparently effeted,
they have uniformly failed to produce the expected
effects; and not uncommonly have produced difaftrous
ones. On the coatrary, when nations have been cla-
moroufly aroufed to guard ,againft fome impending
mifchief, which the keen fighted Politician has been
able to trace amidft a labyrinth of contingent circum-
ftances ; atlength the ftatefinan is foiled, the terrific
train of circumftances actually take place, and behold,
no mifchief enfues, and, even unforfeen advantages
arife, We are perpetually called on to. attack and
difarm fome power, whom we are told is tremendoufly
formidable, when our attention is as fuddenly excit-
ed towards another which arifes to our view, and
whom we are informed prefents an afped ftill more
terrific.  Thefe Guardan Angels, thele Beaefadtors
of Mankind, who, influenced by the milk of human,
kindnefs, are fo benevolent as to take nations under
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their foftering care, are perpetually forming plans.
which they tell us muft be adopted, or ruin will enfue;
they ar€ not adopted, and yet we find ourfclves per-
fe&ly fafe; or, they are adopted, and bring on the
very mifchiefs againft which they were propofed to
defend us.

It is not requifite to quote the Hiftory of the laft
hundred years; it is not neceffary to refer to K.
Williaw’s wife plans for partitioning the Spanifh Mo-

" narchy, or forming a Dutch Barrier. To Alberoni’s
projects, the events of the no {fearch war, or thofe in
defence of the pragmatic fan&ion, or the Pruffian
power; a mere reference to faéls in every ones recol-
le@ion; events which, even a few paffing years, have
brought in review before us, will afford an ample il-
luftration.

Not many years fince, the nation was giddy with
exultation and triumph, we had concluded a war which
exceeded our moft fanguine expectations, and though
the Minifter, was of courfe, execrated for not tftamp-
ling more effeGtually in the duft our proftrate foe,
yet we obtained much more than the utmeft object
of the war. Our poor Colonifts were fecured from the
dreadful Plots of the perfidious French, ample room
was fecured forthem to increafe and multiply through
fucceffive ages, during which their trade, confined
fo this country, was to raife us to moft wonderful
fplendor and power, amply rewarding us for the
millions fpent in the glorious enterprize; but it hap-
pened alittle oddly, that the event turned out exaltly
the reverfe, and we totally lofl our Colonies through
the fuccefs of the very meafures we had taken to {e-
cure them. The {cenes then- fhifted, and England
was to become an objc&t of - commiferation, or con-
tempt. < Her fun was 10 Jet for ever:” but this,
proved another miftake, and England, after defeat
and difgrace, and lofing 2 hundred millions to fecure
her Colonies, and a hundred millions in lofing them,
poffefled a fplendor and - power fhe had never before

scqualled ; and the Court of France, who had pro-

“duced ' thefe effefts, expected to rife on the ruins of



England, to wreft from her the dominion of the Eaft
and Weft Indies; and through the riches derived
from thence hoped to obtain the controul of all
the petty Courts of Furope. Similar difappoint-
ments awaited her alfo ; the fuccefs of her projects
involved her in the moft calamitous ruin, and re-
duced the nation itfelf to fuch a flate, that Mr. Burke
affures us, ¢ He could only fee a vaft chafin, which once
was France.” ‘

This change naturally produced a rew proje;
we joined the other powers of Europe in invading her,
antlicis avowed, in a refpectable Publication, that
while afliting them to fzize her Provinces, we are to
difpoffefs her of her Sugar Plantations: all Europe
is to purchafe its fugar of us, paying not only the
price to our Colonifts, but even a ‘tax on it to us;
and thus they are to reward us for the affiftance we
give them in fubjugating France. But, alas! this ad-
mirable plan, as wife and as jult as any of the pre-
ceding, feems to be in danger of becoming as futile.
She has driven us from her land, overcome the in~
teltine commotions which fhe fays we had fomented;
and now fhe threatens to retaliate the attack., Her
tremendous armies which, even German difcipline,
have in vain attempted to refift, are ready to pour
into a nation, which has long had no experience of
war, but what has arifen from petty civil contention.
The fuel of war, fhe with lavith hand has been
for above a century, inceffantly fpreading though
the world, and for the firft time, fhe feems deltined
to partake of the effeéts. . .

In this new and perilous fituaton, furely, it cannot
be very improper to folicit the attention of that com~
munity who are {o highly interefted in the refult. g,
certainly, is not intended, to difpute his Majefty’s
prerogative of involving us in war, yer, furely, it
cannot be deemed an infringement to.di(cufs the ef- -
fects we are likely to expericnce, and more efpecially
if among thofe effeéts may poflibly be the. dreadfil
one, of his never having it again inhis power of i~
volving us in another, lt is not even intended to,
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interfere with the ordinary cenduct of thofe, to whom -
with great propriety the management of our wars is in-
trufted; but if, with great ingenuity, they contrive
to bring the war home to us, it feems to be excufable
if we give it fome litle attention, and if in fome
fmall degree, it becomes the fubject of difcuffion.
When the High Priefts of Mars open with oracu-
lar ambiguity their tremendous myfteries, we attend
with awful reverence; when Mr. Dundas tells us of
the juftice and neceffity of going to the Antipodes to
deprive Tippoo Saib of his revenues and dominions:
When Lord Hawkfbury informs us, that our very ex-
iftence depends on fitting out Corfairs, feizing the
inhabitants of Africa, and carrying them to the Weit
Indies; and when Mr. Burke tells us that our religion,
our laws, our government, every thing that is dear
and valuable to us, depend on our waging eternal war
with the French, and extirpating them, and their
principles ; we liften with filent aftonifhment, for who
can controvert what none can underftand? But when a
powerful army, &c. appears to be ready to land upon
this Ifland, the danger feems to come within the limits
of acommon underftanding. WhetherFlanders belong-
ing to one or the other of the great powers of Europe,
would involve the ruin of England, may poffibly, by
fome, be deemed a difputable pofition: but that an
army of a Hundred Thoufand Men, landed in our
INand, would be rather hurtful, no man will difpute.
That the French being in poffeffion of the Alps, or
their failing on the Scheldt would be a tremendous
evil, which it became us to rifk every thing t0 avert,
however obvious it may appear to the microfcopic”
eyeof an adept in politics, yet fome may poffibly
not be able to perceive it. But were London to be
1aid in ruins, even a Chimney Sweeper’s Boy muft
know that it would, at the leaft, be an inconvenience.
In difcuffing this fubje&, we are in no dapger of be-
ing charged with reforting to. imaginary evils, or
magnifying trivial ones, to alarm the timid and the
ignorant; it is admitted to be imminent and great,
and it therefore fecms to be a caufe which with no



great impropriety ma)g bés brought before a jury of
the country,

Indeed, it appears more peculiarly proper, as it
is a queftion not materially affe€ted by any of thofe
difputable points which divide the public mind;
which ever fide we adopt, whatever premifes we af-
fume, the deduction muft be the fame. If with the
- adverfaries of the war, we fay, that the French were
fingularly defirous of peace, and had no motive for.
violating it, yet their intention, and their motives are
now avowed, and clearly underftood: If with the
friends of the war, we contend, that their pacific
pretenfions were infidious, that they would fwallow
the Continent, and only do us the favour of re-
ferving us for the laft’ mouthful; then the obvious
inference is, that the danger which they depicted
as terrific, even when uncertain and remote, is be-
come {till more fo, by being immediate and probable.
If it be faid, that the Minifters are weak, negligent
and abandoned, how dreadful muft be the danger
from fuch an Adminiftration at fuch an exigency ?—
If on the contrary, it be alledged, that they are wife,
vigilant and conicientious, what reafon muft we have
to dread an enemy, whom, even fuch Minifters have
not been able to keep from our fhores, and how
much mutt our terror be increafed by'the dire ap-
prehenfion, left at fuch a momentous crifis the con-
vulfions of death, or the convulfions of Governmert
fhould remove them. If on the one hand, it be af-
firmed, that the refources of the country have been
fhamefully neglected, is there not reafon to fear the
fame negligence may precipitate our ruin, or on the
othet hand, have they been fully called forth, then is
it evident, that they are inadequate to an cffetual
profecution of the war againft fo powerful an enemy.
- Indeéd, the dreadful power of the encmy is now
univerfally admitted. Mr, Burke’s jargon of their
diforder and imbeécility, has long fince been aban-
doned, although they were the circumiftances which
were held out fo us ab an inducement to commence
the'war. The hope of its fpeedy termination, ard of
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our cruthing the enemy in a fingle campaign, was
held out by Mr. Pitt as a reafon for borrowing the
whole of the fix millions, though at a great difadvan-
tage; but now he admits the power of the enemy to
be fo tremendous, that the ambitious views of Lewis
“XIV. and his power to effe& thofe views, however
terrific to Europe they might have been deemed, were
weak and infignificant in comparifon of the prefent
power of the French Republic. Indeed, fo tremend-
ous is this power, that it is the very circumftance
which is now held our as a reafon for profecuting the
war. We muft rever, it feems, fheath the fword
while a power exifts fo much greater than ourfelves.
Be it fo, yet furely, If we have not merely enter-
ed into, but been foiled in the conteft, it muft be a
reafonable ground for increafing our apprehenfions.
If we have entered the enemies territories to weaken
and difmember them. If they have repelled us, and
in return, are ready to invade us, furely, the idea of
danger refulting from a mere contemplation of the
power of the encmy, muft be highly aggravated from
the circumflance of its being now an enemy that has
tried our ftrength, and in a conviction of our inferi-
ority are preparing to return our affault. Mr! Pits
fo far from difguifing the power of the enemy, or the
magnitude of their defigns, admits them in the
*fullelt extent; he confiders it as a forlorn hope in
which our only reliance is, that the power of the
enemy is tGO €nOrmMous to be permanent.‘——li is, it
feems, a preternaturzl ftrength, the ftrong convulfive
agonies of death, and muft precipitate the términation
of exiftence. Admit it, yet from this very circumftance
feems to arife our moft ferious ground of alarm.—
We' will fuppofc the French Jacobins to have'ex-
erted every iierve for a mpmentary effort, that they
have collé&ted into a facus, every {cattered portion of
ftrength whick the French Republic affords. them
that by 2 forced loan, they Ea‘vc obtained all the
fpetie of the ‘nation, that by the terror of the Guilotine,
they have raifed an immenfe temporary force, which
they will_be upable long to keep tegether. That,
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to maintain-even this temporary force, they have vio-
lated all property.  That it muft quickly fail,- and
then the whole fabric_will be foon annihilated by the
very means which have brought it into exiftence.—
If fo, what will naturally be the plan adopted by the
French Government? Knowing the temperary nature
of the refources they poffefs, feeling the unftable
nature of the power they enjoy, will thev ot be in-
duced to undertake a bold and defperate 2trempt
fuitable to the nature of the power and refources
they poflefs ? Protracted, defenfive war, will, infuch
cafe, be ruinous to them, and the moft defperate mea-
fures will become the moft prudent. Suppofe their
fituation to be defperate, defperate meafures it will
then become them to purfue; and their irrefiftible
bands, when they can no longer be kept together in
France, may be poured into our Ifland. If then, our
Country be defolated by becoming the feat of war,
our Capital burned, and our Arfenals deftroyed ;
will it be any confolation to be told, that the grafp
which has cruthed us, the ftroke which has deftroyed
our very vitals, was nothing but the preternatural ef-
forts of the madnefs of expiring power? Shall we
be happy when told, that, though this Sampfon has
brought on us dire and irreparable ruin, yet he par-
ticipates with us, that we both lie groveling in the
duft, while Ruffia, Auftria, America, or fome other
power rifes from our athes? We are, indeed, told
that as we have every thing at ftake, every thing muft
be rifked, ard that our conftitution being in danger,
it becomes us to make every facrifice to preferve it.-
But, are we fure, that when our Country becomes
the Theatre of War, and mifery, and defclation are
{pread through the land, we fhall contemplate our
glorious Conftitution in Church and State, with that
rapturous pleafure we felt in the moment of National
profperity?

Hence, it appears that our apprehenfions from the
enormous power of the enemy can fearcely be carried
beyond the extent of the real danger, and thac the
oply alicyiating circumttance held out by thofe who



have the dire@ion of the power of the nation, and
can compare it with that of the enemy, is, the mife-
rable hope, that, in cafe we can refift a confefledly
almoft irrefitible enemy, we fhall at length
?ave the confolation of feeing him exhaufted at our
eet. .

But the probable expettation of France becoming
the affaillant refults, not merely from the allegations
of Mr. Pitt, that her power is both enormous and
temporary. She muft neceffarily be ftimulated to it
by every circumftance which has occurred, by every

~motive of intereft and fafety; and be prompted by
every paffion which can be fuppofed to influence her
public councils. A contemptuous flight of proffer-
ed friendfhip naturally produces the ftrongeft and
moft permanent refentment; hence it is, that France
feems to poffefs peculiar animofity againft this coun-
try. That the arbitrary Monarchs of FEurope
fthould have manifefted enmity to the rifing liberties
of France could excite no furprife; it was an ex-
ample which threatened the fubverfion of their power,
in proportion as it proved to be beneficial to the French;
and the hoftility of the defpotic Sovereigns of Europe
could produce no refentment in France, except what
naturally refulted from fuch a ftate.  Butas to Eng-
land, the cafe was different ; from ber ariginated thofe
principles on which France had acted, and even are
“the bafis of the Monarch’s throne. England had fet
her the example of trampling on the Royal Authority,
The degraded fpectacle of the Houfe of Stuart, and
the profperous ftate of England, had imprefled on
them the idea that the happinefs of nations was not
always commenfurate with the power of the Sove-
reign. To England, therefore, they looked with a
fraternal eye, far from confidering its Monarch as a
Tyrant and a Defpot. The Hall of the Facobins was
ornamented with the Royal Flag of England, even,
after the antient ftandard of the French Monarchs
had been configned to oblivion. It is true, as EleZor
of Manover, the Englith Monarch might be fuppofed
te have an adverfe intereft; but they appeared to have



fuch confidence that it wogld be loff in the fuperior
fplendor of the Briti/b Crown, that they even folicited
his mediation to fettle their differences with the
other powers of Europe, and to prevent the com-
mencement of the threatened hoftilities. The marked
contempt with which their proffer was received, natu-
rally gave rife to that difguft which quickly became
hatred, when' they imagined, that under an infidi-
ous neutrality, we were fomenting their difcords, and
plotting their deftrution. The open and avowed
hottility of Auftria, and of Pruffia, feems not to have
produced in France fuch.animolfity as did the fuppofed
condu&t of the Britith Court.

Our infular fitvation impreffling an idea of fecu-
rity, has emboldened us to adopt a peculiar lag-
guage and conduét. Ruffia from her diftance, has
been induced to imitate us. No other nation
has ventured to pour out fuch.torrents of low fcurrility
as fome amongft us have uttered. Hatred and con-
tempt muft neceffarily have been excited, even had we
before poflefled their efteem; bnt, our claim of the flag,
of the dominion at fca, our contradictory and extraor-
dinary claims of colonization, of no fearch on the
Spanith coaflt while we confifcated thofe who ap-
proached our own ; the fpreading the flames of war,
through every part of the world, notwithftanding the .
juft and humane treaty of 1686, our preferving on the
fea (becaufe there we were moft powerful) the anti-
ent horrors of war, by fcizing private property, while
hoftijgty by land had, by degrees, been meliorated fo
far, as almoft univerfally to refpet it; our even de-
taining neutral veflels, but, above all, our feizing the
French fhipping in 1745, previous ta any declaration
of war, had given an idea of us very unfavourable to
our national character. Books had. long circulated
in France, ftigmatizing us, as the Sevages of Europe,
and it is poflible, that the idea of us, was not much
improved by the changes which have taken place, in
the mode of condutting the war, fince we taok part
init. They, poflibly, attributed to us, exclufively,

the idea of confidering thirty millions of people, “as
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having no national exiltence, and not to be treated ac-
cording to the univerfally received law of nations —=
They, poflibly, fuppofe that we invented the ftrange
fiGtion,that a nation with a thoufand miles cf fea coaft,
of which not a fingle port was 2&ually blockaded,
was to be confidered as being wholly and conftantly
befieged, that every neutral veflel bound for it might
be liable to feizure; and they may, perhaps, allege,
that we formed the plan of cuting off their cuftomary
{upply of corn, to raife difcontent in the country, by
ftarving the women and the children, as we muft know
that the armies would certainly. be at all even s fup-
plied ; and, laftly, they fay, that the moment we
abandoned our neutrality, all the defenceiefs na::
Europe were ordered to join us in the war,—a .-
tice, which they fay, was never before reforted s, by
any people.  Nor can it be deemed extraordinary, «f
fuch a concurrence of circumftances fhould have pro-
duced very powerful effets on a people who may be
fuppofed to confider themfelves as the firft nation 1n
the univerfe, as to population, power, literature, and
civilization; and efpecially when they confider them-
felves as having Leen thus treated by a nation whom
they, probably, confider as infinitely bencath them.—
As every powerful paflion may have thus excited them
to turn their arms particularly againft us, fo their
intereft, as to the general condult of the war, may
have fuggeited the fame meafure. However, incon-
fiderable may be our a&ual acceffion of force to the
combined powers, yet, the peculiarity of our fitu-
_ation enables us to give a confiderable impetus to
their cperations. Surrounded by the {fra, we are
more removed from the effeéts of war; and our com-
merce and national credit, however diminifhed, en-
able us to replenifh the exhaufted coffers of the Allied
Powers; may they not then be tempted to endeavour
to tranfer the feat of war to this country, as an effec~
tual means of cutting off thofe refources which en-
able the Continental Powers to perpetuate the war?
But not merely paflion may prompt, and expedi-
ency fuggeft this meafure, but is it not pofiible; that
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they may confider themfelves as even necefftated to
adopt it? May they not fay,  Powerfully attacked,
for dark, ambiguous, unezplained purpofess England at
length, breaks the gloomy Jfilénce.  Ske tells us, \that [be
will not even treat of peace. Bebold the dreadful crifis,
when in drawing the [word they threw away the
Jfcabbard—they bave pronounced the dreadful featence.—
“Delenda eft Carthago—Delenda eit Carthago are we
not then neceffitated to reply. They feem to bave left us
10 alternative, but the fubverfion of their government, or
the abandonment of our own.” ,

Thus it fhould feem probuble, that their threateaed
Invafion, may be more than mere gafconade; and
it may be worth our while, ferioufly, to inquire,
whether it be really intended as a formidable, effec-
tual attack, or whether it be only intended as a feint
to alarm us, and divert our attention, while they are
really carrying on fome other plan? 1f they have
{ufficient motives for undertaking the expedition,
then for the folution of this important queftiun, it will
be next requifite toinquire, what degree of probability
exifts of their being able to effect their purpofe ! be-
caufe, however ftrong may be their difpoficion, yet, it
their means be totally inzdequate, it is not probable,
they will undertake it; at leaft, if they do, we may,
in fuch cafe, be more eafy as to the refult. However
loud, the dog may bark at the moon, fhe fliil keeps
on her way, regardlefs of his noife.

But, at the fame tine, as it becomes us not to give
way to caufelefs alarm, it behoves us carcfully to ex-
amine the fubje&t; heedlefs confidence, founded in
pride and ignorance, is to the full, as dangerous as
caufelefs timidity. Though not the moft pleafing, yet,
is he the moft #/ful Friend, who, inftead of Hatter-
ing us, that nothing but flowry paths lie before us,
calls on us, carefully to examine the deceptious ap-
pearance, to fee that no dark abyfs open under our
unwary ftep; cxamine how we may purfue in fafety
the dangerous path; or if, on careful examination, the
danger appears to be unavoidabie, exhorts us to re-
turp, and abandon the fruitlefs tafk,
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If we in attempting to fubvert other governments,
fhould be in danger of producing the deftru&ion of
our own. If in"fpreading the flames of war- through
the world, they fhould be on the point of reverberat-
ing onourfelves, we may then poffibly contemplate the
prefent war through a lefs pleafing medium,  and may
poflibly be willing to return into the bofom of peace
with lefs reluctance.

Melancholy is the refletion, that the fecurity of
.our fituation derived from the furrounding waves,
inftead of becoming as it might be fuppofed a fource
of peace, and of that melioration of the human mind,
which is the natural refult of prace, has, in fact, pro-
duced effeéts exactly thereverfe; and from this very
circumftance may be traced every deteftable trait of
the Britith chara&er. From hence, fome fay, has arifen
intolerable pride, and infolence towards other na-
tions. From hence, they fay, we have been able to
opprefs other nations in a degree far beyond our pro-
portionate degree of f{trength.

* Other nations when contemplating objeés of am-
bition have been neceffiated to retain a confiderable
portion of their ftrength, for home defence; we, on
the contrary, have been accuftomed to pour out our
whole ftrength for offenfive war. To fuch a degree
have we carried this fyftem, that in 1745, we had not
retained fufficient force to fupprefs a defpicable in-
furrettion, and even reforted to foreign troops for a
defence. Hence we have derived fuch confidence
in our own fafety, fuch a perfuafion, that we are ex-
empt from the calamities of war, that to intimate the
pofiibility of it, is almoft deemed difaffection to the
State, or, at leaft, will be received with as marked
contempt as the admonitions of a Laputan, on the
danger refulting from the cometary orbs, or the
howlings of "an Indian on the eclipfes of the lu-
minaries. o " )

" Fearful of hurting the high-toned feelings of the
True born Engliftman, we tremble to fuppofe it pof-
fible for-the French to pafs the twenty mile ditch
which feparates us; we muft not prefume to imagine
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the poffibility of thci(r bgating, our fleet, nor afk,
whether, if while the fleets are engaged, troops may
“not effet the paffage; we will not even afk whether,
in detached portions they may not take unknown
tracts through the boundlefs ocean, and center upon
our coafts ; nor will we fuggeft a furmife, whether
Thuriot’s landing a thoufand men and taking Carrick-
fergus, at a time when the French Navy was almoft .
annihilated, be not fomething like a proof of its be-
ing pofiible. '

But, here, Britith Heroifm boldly exclaims,-Ah !
Ah! Let the Atheifts, the Regicides, the Sans Culottes
come, I warrant Britans will give them a drubbing.
Indeed! and is it an invariable fixed Law of Nature,
that Englifbmen muft always conquer! is it an axiom to
be affumed, or is it a propofition to be examined?
Will not Spain prove that we may be beaten, and
America that we may be beaten, by thofe whom we
have defpifed. But this notable point, we mean not
to difpute. We will take it for granted, that the
French will be defeated, and that we preferve our
conftitution, our religion and our laws.

Let us fuppofe, our Game Laws, and our Ecclefiaf-
tical Courts to remain intire; that neither a doxology
or a creed, be innovated on; that the thrones of the
Bifhops ftand firm as a rock, and their lawn fleeves
be unfinged; let the Corinthian capital of fociety ftill
remain, with the beautiful ranks, and fubordinations,
which diftinguifth our excellent Conttitution in Chrrch
and State. '

Let us merely review the calamities which will be-
fall the Swinifh Multitude, and this may, in fome
degree, be requifite, cven though the alarm of an
Invafion be totally unfounded. Admitting it to be
an artifice of our enemies to effet forne other defign,
or an ingenious device of the Miniftry " to inlift
alarmifts: yet, as Minifters have declared, that the .
war was abfolutely neceffary to prevent the French
coming to attack us, and therefore was~defenfive,
may it not be infered that, if we mifcarry, in effetting
the obje, we fhall finally be cxpofed to thefe dangers
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which the war was undertaken to avert, and as, not-
withftanding the predigious and unexpeéted fuccefs
we have experienced, yet, asit is'not quite certain that
we fhall fucceed in deftroying the Facobin Govers-
ment of France, as fome people are fo incredulous as
to think, that we fhall never fucceed in placing
hittle Capet upop the throne; a meafure which our
Minifters have declared to be abfolutely neceffary for
our fecurity; may it not be infered, from the allega-
tions of the Minifters themfelves, that the French
Invafion is an event to which we may be expoled,
fhould the war prove finally unfuccefsful.

Notwithftanding the great piety which fo univer-
fally pervades the nation, and more particularly the
higher orders of the State, and, notwithltanding the
Atheifm and Impiety of the French, yet, in cafe of an
Invafion, it will kardly be deemed quite prudent to
rely on fupernatural affiftance; it will certainly be
reckoned rather more fatisfaCtory to have fome vifible
human mode of defence, fomething more than the
armics of the Kings of Brentford, or Falffaff’s men'in
buckram. Let thofe who know the military force in
this kingdom fay, whether it be equal to the conteft.
The military force, indeed! perhaps fome will exclaim,
Is the military force only to be reckoned on? If the
French have rifen in an immenfe body, if they have
manifefted unexampled energy in defence of Poverty,
Mifery, and the Guilotine, with what energy, with
what unanimity, will Englithmen rife in defence of a
Contftitution, which is the wonder and admiration of
the univerfe? of a Religion which is the pureft and
the moft excellent that ever did or ever will exift!
and of thofe admirable laws which fome few people
may, pofiibly, be rich enough to indulge themfelves
in the luxuty of appealingto? but, however, excellent
thefe excellent things may be in themfelves, or
how much foever we may admire them, while
fmoaking our pipes, yet, I do not remember that we
have manifefted any wonderful alacrity in fighting for
them, . That is a tafk which has ufually been under-
taken by Gentlemen, who are willing to run the rifk



. ( 15 |
‘of being knocked on the hcad,)forﬁ.vpmw‘per day.—
We have been told, that our religion and liberties
were in horrible danger in 1688, 1715, 1745, and
1755, yet I do not recolled, that the people armed
a la mode Francoife, nay, 1 never heard that our ez-
cellent Government was ever fo contaminated with
French principles, as to think of putting the people
in a ftate of requifition. Even, in 1780, when afew
ple bought mufkets to defend their houfes from the
rabble, the meafure was animadverted' on in fome
remarkable letters; and the Jrifb Volunteers have been
fuppofed to have produced effeéts, not very recom-
mendatory of arming the people. Indeed it is a
meafure that might be atterded with fome inconveni-
ence, for, however, loudly they might vociferate
Church and King, when firft armed; yet, as the Swinifh
Multitude are rather unftable, if they fhould take a
fancy to change the cry to Libersy and Equality, the
Attorney General might not be able to find parch-
ment to draw the informations, as they might de-
mur to giving up their drum heads for that purpofe.
Hence, it may be furmifed, that the people will
not feel themfelves difpofed to rife in a body to fight,
nor is it probable, that the meafure will be infifted on
by thofe who govern us. They will rather be difpofed
to follow the eftablithed mode, which has been prac.
tifed fince the Revolution, of protecting the Religion
and Liberty of England with foreign troops; a me-
thod which may have arifen fromthe repugnance which
is felt to thedding Eng/i/b blood! and by which a very
beneficial cominercial intercourfe is preferved between.
Germany and Lngland. , .
Should the French attemp, at any time, to invade
England, with a powerful armament, we fuppole the
force to repel them will be fuch regular forces as have
been carfuily preferved in Barracks and the Militia,
if it be deemed proper. The deficiency will be
fupplied by troops to be drawn from Germany, for
that purpofe. And in proportion as we draw
the troops from Germany to England, the French
will, in like cafe, be enabled to draw theirs and
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the whole change may then confift in a movement of
the armies from Germany to England. .

What would be the final iffue of {fuch a war, I will
not imagiae. The exiftence of it, and its unavoid-
able effe&s are the great and important evils. Inall
political events, the apprehended effects are rarely
realized. Thofe which are experienced in the con-
teft, are the real and important ones.  On the event

“of the American conteft, we were told, by the re-
fpe&ive partizans, depended the very exiftence of the
refpe@ive countries: we mifcarried in the event, and
the mifcarriage was unimportant. Had America mif-
carried, fhe alfo would, probably, have found the ef-
fe&s as infignificant, The mifchiefs, and calamities,
of the conteft were the only certain and calculable
evils, 1f, then, the Allied Army, fighting on
Eanglith ground, be crowned with conqueft, ftill
thofe who inhabit the Country, will fcarcely expe-
rence the difference between vi€tory and defeat. In
war, the diftin&ion of Friend and Foe, of the con-
quered, or the conquering, are fcarcely to be per-
ceived; wherever an army comes, it will be fupplied,
though famine overfpread the land; wherever the
conquering army comes, all property vanifhes, where-
ever the conquered flies, defolation is left behind it.
A Conqueror has juft returned amongft us to receive
the laurel at our hands, let him tell how many thou-
fands died of famine, becaufe the cattle were taken
from the ploughs to convey his artillery.

If we have brought fuch horrors and defolation on
other countries, can we complain if atlength, we have
to partake of the bitter cup, under fuch circumftances
rage and indignation againft the accidental inftru-
ments of the vengeance we experience, will feize
our haughty fpirits: but difpofitions of a different
nature, it will better behove us to encourage. Ifa
powerful ememy fhould invade our land, and banifh
from it happinefs  and peace, let us recollect how
many nations we have invelvedin thofe -calamities

_of war, which we are at lenngth deltined to experience.

FINIS, S
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The Facobin,

IT has frequently been objetted to controverfial

writers, that by ufing words without defining

their import, the fubje@s which they bring before

the public are involved in great obfcurity, and their

difcuffion frequently extended to almoft infinity.

However certain the fa@t, yet the propriety of its

being brought as a charge againft our fraternity T nee
"ver could admit. By carefully avoiding definitions

and explanations, the feeds of controverfy are care-

fully preferved to engender future ones, as Bug-
Doctors and Ratcatchers fuffer fome vermin to cfcape;
that they and their brethren may find future employ«

ment: And why fhould not Authors as well as Raz-
Catchers, Clergy, Lawyérs, Nobles, and other orders of
men, be influenced by the Efprit du Corps: Why
fhould not they be entitled to praife, for preferving
the fields of controverfy and tranfmitting them unime
‘paired for the benefit of future Authors, inftead of
dilapidating and deftroying the inheritanee by bringw
ing controverfies to a termination by the fatal expedi=
ent of explanation and definition. But though this be

true as to thofe ordinary controverfies, whofe princi-

pal end is finding employment and foad for authors,

yet are there a certain order of words, and a certain
fpecies of controverfy, of fo very different a nature
as might induce one to wifh they might be excepted.
Thefe words inftead of merely wafting ink, deluge
the world with blood ; they not only light up the
fire of controverfy, but produce real conflagrations s

inftead of amufing the fpeculative and the idle, they
agitate the mafs of people, and fpread horror, con=~
fufion, and defolation through the earth. -

That words of fuch importance fhould be accua
rately defined, that controverfies produttive of fuch
effe@s, thould be fully explained, feems not to be un-
reafonable; yet, alas! it is fuch words that remain
peculiarly undefined, and it is {uch controverfics that
are more efpecially involved in obfcusity ; we foo
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them generate in quick fucceffion : like meteors
they rife and take their courfe through the political
hemifphere, terrifying and confounding the ignorant
.multitude.

As thefe words are invented to deceive, they have

been peculiarly reforted to in that ftate of this coun-

_try, 'in which thofe who govern, have found them-
felves neceffitated, in fome degree, to refort to arti-
fice to obtain or maintain dominion, ne longer deem-

“ing it expedient to rely totally on force. From the
commencement of the laft century, a few cant words
have been the powerful means of producing all the
revolutions and events we have experienced. It com-
menced with Puritan, was fucceeded by Malignant,
and was terminated by Papiff : this laft word pro-
duced our glorious Revolution, and in conne&ion with
Pretender, generated the Hanover fucceffion; which
being endangered by the word Church, by calling to
its afliftance the words Liberty, Property, and Balance
of Power, it became triumphant until the prefent mo-
ment, when threatened, with danger by the dreadful
words Rights of Man, it has been deemed expedient
¢o refort to the word Facobin for fupport. Our do-
meftic fattions have indeed in the interim adopted
Court, and Country, for the fubordinate purpofe of
cle&tioneering, riots, and murders, and North Ame-
rica obtained independence under the aufpices of the
word Tory. : .

It might be imagined that words of fuch import-
ance, and prodﬁ&ivc of fuch extenfive effetts, thould
have a clear and definite import 3 and that when ap-
plied to difcriminate the chara&ers and principles of
men, it thould be with the moft accurate precifioz ;
but unfortunately this is the very reverfe of the fact.
Paritan equally characterifed Ar¢bbifbop Abbet, and.
the wildeft and moft .illiterate enthufiatt of the age,
and Malignant was indifcriminately applied toan in-
finite variety of diffimilar characters. Papift we ap-
ply to Fatber Paul, and to St.-Dominic, to Berrington,
and Bellarmine. Pretender was a.nick name affigned
to an-individual by an A¢t of Parliament, and as t0



Church it never was undc'l?&ood whether it meant,
Articles of Faith, which fcarce any man believes, ce~
remonies and forms which every man of fenfe defpifes,
or an order of men who claim a right to a tenth of
every man’s labour, in confideration of their wearing
black coats, white- furplices, and lawn fleeves.
The word Liberty imported a foreign Prince, coming
with a foreign atmy, and poflefiing the throne of his
wife’s father ; and Property, fome fay, meant the de-
privinga King, Clergy, and Nobles of a neighbouring
ifland of their property, and beftowing it on foreign-
ers : if we conquer American iflands, for the purpofe
of enflaving the Africans, we are told the war is un-
dertaken in defence of Liderty ; and if we plunder
and defolate Afia, the undertaking is abfolutely ne-
ceflary in defence of our Rights and Property. As to
Whig and Tory, they were terms of abufe, as indefi-
nite in their meaning, as thofe which the ladies of St.
Giles’s and Billinfgate beftow on each other: the au-
thor of this has been ever deemed a Tory, yet does
his Toryifm bear as little refemblance to that of Fil-
mer’s or Sacheverell’s, as the Whiggifm of My, Burke
to Dr.Prices, Latftly, the Balance of Power means
“perpetual war, on a feriesof the moft extravagant and
incongruous pretexts : Jt meant King William’s am-
bitious project of conquering France, it meant car-
rying on a bloody expenfive war, for the emolument
_of the Duke of Marlborough, and it meant annexing
Bremen and Verden to Hanover. »
If then thefe words have been fucceffively adopted
without any definite import, merely to enable the
ambitious and the crafty to carry on their defigns; it
‘will become us to be cautious and fufpicious when
new terms and additional cant phrafes are introduced
into our political vocabulary : it will behove us at
leaft carefully to analyfe their import, and inquire
whether they be introduced as the watch words of
faction, to difguife unexplained projeéts of dark am-
bition, or as the fignals to flimulate a licentious
‘rabble to conflagration and to murder: our juft fuf-
" picion may be excited, if like preceding words they
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bear no definite fen{!c, and thereby appeat to be
well adapted to enable a party to ftigmatife their ad-
verfaries; for in fuch proportion as thefe terms are
equivocal and deftitute of meaning, are they adapted
to this purpofe. It will become us to endeavour to
analyfe them, as many objects of terror lofe their
effe@, in proportion as they are explored ¢ it is un-
defined danger which operates moft powerfully, and
the mind can meet even real danger wich greater
- firmnefs, when we thoroughly comprehend its na-
ture 3nd extent.

Tn this moment when Facobinifm is firlt founded in
our cars, it becomes peculiarly proper for us to ex-
plain its rife for the benefit of future generations ; for
however terrible this word may now appear, yet to

ofterity it may excite no other feeling than contempt
for our folly, and curiofity to inquire into its caufe:
the origin and hiftory of Whig and Tory have oc-
cafioned elaborate difcuffion, and as afubjet of dif-
cuffion, Facobin may be tran{mitted to pofterity.

Loudly as Facobinis refounded through the land,
yet have none condefcended to explain its meaning ;
that muft be gleaned from defultory harangues on its
terrible nature, and effeéts; from thence we learn
that it is a principle which is rapidly fpreading
throagh Europe, threatening its general order, the
fubverfion of its Governments, the annihilation of
its Property, the deftruction of its Laws, and its
religion; introducing in their place Atheifm,
Anarchy, Poverty, and Mifery. In this delineation
however highly “coloured, perhaps, it muft be ad-
mitted that there is fo near a refemblance to fa&t in
fome of its parts as to deferve accurate inveftigation,
and is certainly of importance fufficient to demand
our ferious attention: it relates to the moft import-
ant fubje&s which can intereft our feelings, for with-
out focial order, without Government, without
Laws, alas! what is Man, and what is the earth
which he inhabits. Some indeed will laugh at this
ftatement; they will afk what is that general order
which exists in Europe 2 What is there but an he-
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terogenous mafs of Republicanifm, of Monarchy, of
Defpotifm, ¢f Popery, of Proteftantifm, of Oppref-
fion, and of Liberty, in all their diverfified forms ?
What relation can they have to each other? What
common principles can they poflefs, deserving the
name of {yftem ? Shall Britons be told of any analogy
the bears to the vaffalage of Hungary or to Neapolitan
Defpotifin2——1 will make no fuch obje&tion—I
will confider moft of the nations of Europe as de-
rived from one common or fimilar crigin. I will con=
fider it as a bed of flowers, which when firft planted
prefented to the eye nothing but dull uniformity, but
which from accident, from diverfity of cultute, and
of foil, opens to our view an immenfe variety,. a
ftriking diffimilarity, which banifhes from the im-
agination of a curfory fpe&ator the flendereft idea of
fyftem; though the accurate and careful obferver
will readily diftinguith the warieties of the fame
Jpecies, as readily as the different fpecies in the fame
genus. T will then readily admit that there is a ge-
neral order, a fimilarity, among the nations of
Europe, deferving the name of fyftem; and I will
even admit that Facobinifm threatens this syftem with
deftru&ion : but here my conceflions terminate. If
I am told that Anarchy muft enfue, that social order
and government wil] be banithed from the earth, and
that property will be annihilated, for laws no longer
will exift to foffer and protet it ;—if T am told this,
I paufe. 1 will not eafily fuppofe that the author of
the univerfe will admit fo foul a blot in the creation.
1 fee indeed a vaft mafs of moral apd phyfical evil
which neither reafon nor revelation explains to my
Jimited imperfe& comprehenfion; but I look around
me and tféic'?" the analogy of nature, and I fee a uni-
versal tepdency of order from confufion to arife, and
improved exiftence to fpring from apparent diffolu-
tion; my hope is then enlivened, nor can | with -
Mr. Burke fit down in defpair and imagie that the
fair face of the creation is about to be involved in

. % A Mass oF RUINS.” I cannot believe that the dark

cloud, which overhangs oui hemifphere, williavolve




us in eternal night. 1 confider the nature of man; I
open the page of hiftory, and examine his recorded
annals; 1 here trace human kind through every gra-
dation of improvement, from the untutored favage
running wild in his native woods, to man in the
higheft ftate of polifhed fociety which has hitherto
appeared in the world ; 1 then ‘examine the prefent
face of the carth, as prefcnted to our view with the
accuracy of modern difquifition, 1 find a wonderful
concurrence, both the hiftorian and the traveller
bear one united and important teftimony, that Man,
whatever may be his degree of civilization, however
oppofite the nature of the climate he enjoys, Of the
foil he poffefics, however diverfified his manners, or
abundant or deficient are his advantagess whatever
may have been his original fituation, or however va-
ried the circumitances which through 2 fucceffion of
ages have befel him, has an uniform difpofition, anap-
arently inherent principle leading him to coalefce
into fome kind of order or government, though that
order and that government neceffarily partake of an
infipite variety, refulting from the diverfity of the
circumftances above cnumcratcd. It appears that
this mental attraction is as univerfal a law of hie na-
ture, as that attraétion_which perva_dc_s inanimate ex-
iftence appears to be a univerfal law of matter; and
~as little ground 1s there to expeét that any partial
convulfions ; however they may aftonifh and afflict

- us, will diffolve this p:in;iplc in she on¢ cafe more
‘than in the other, Therg i3 po fonndation for ex-
~ petting fuch a diffolution of the bonds offocicty any
more than the principal of material exiftence, until
He, on whofe will 21l things depend, fhall diffolve
thefe laws of nature which from him originated, re-
ducing this fyftem to the original chaos, or pro-
 ducing thofe changes of which we can have po idea,
If then it fhould feem that order and gevernment
were coeval with man, and that with man only they
«an terminate;  If it appears that anarchy is 1o ab-
. horept tg our nature, as that the political bodyhas asan
jnyariable tendency 10 counteraét 1t, as the natural
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body has to difcharge d('xc n?zorbid matter withwhich it
may be loaded, fhall any one daré to tell 'us that
Jacobinifm will break up civil fociety, deftroy focial
order, and introduce perpetual anarchy and ruin?
Yes, there are thofe who will date to tell us this;
becaufe there is no falthood fo palpable, no abfurdity
fo grofs, but what the wicked will endeavour to im-
pofe upon the weak. Jf there have been thofe who
could fummon the public to fee a man in a QuART
BOTTLE, and if among the public there were thofe
who crouded to behold it, why may there not be
thofe who will tell us, that unlefs we take Paris, and
guillotine RoBerspierrE, the French will kill one
another, diffolve all government, introduce anarchy,
and deftroy all property, and why may there not be
amongft us thofe who will believe them ?

In repelling the clamors againtt Jacobinifm, it is
not neceflary accurately to appreciate its merits, or
the effets it may produte. The charge againft it
is not merely that it will deftroy the general order
of Europe, but that no other fyftem of focial order
will arife ; not only that it will fubvert the exifting
governments, but aLL government ; not only fhake
property, but awmnibilate it ; not merely impair the
fat. ‘cof our laws, but diffolve aLL law, leave po-
thing but anarchy behind, feating us ¢ in the midf}
of ruins.”  This is a charge not merely againft
Jacobinifm, but againft the order of nature, againft
the conftitution of human kind, againft univerfal ex-
periences The charge is fo abfurd that thofe who
frame it are perpetually confuting themfelves; fee,
fay they, what a horrible government Jacobinifm has
produced in France, a government wotfe than
Caligula’s. And was not Caligula’s a government ?
is not a worfe than Caligula’s a government ? What
you .affert, and what we call on you to prove, . is
that Jacobinifm will diffolve aLL government. So
violating all propriety of language, they confound
¢onfifcation with diffolution of property. How far the
confifcations of property in Ireland, in England, or



in Frange woay have been crucl, refpeding indivi-
duals ; whether harfh or unjuft in their nature, in-
jurious or} beneficial to the community, are feparate
confiderations. What we call on them to prove is,
that 'pgbgcny cither in Ireland, in England, or in
France, has thereby been anmibiliated.
" Having fully proved that however extenfive the
progrefs of Jacobinifm may be, yet that fhe will Jeave
government, focial order, property and law behind
, her. We will next enter on what may be deemed a
rather more difficult inquiry, we wil] endeavour to
‘difcover whether the effects of this progrefs will be
injurious, or beneficial: to predi@, with any degree
_of precifion, the effe@ts which will be produced, or
the exa& nature of the governments which will fub-
fift, would be folly in the extreme; Jeading traits,
and general tendencies only, we will 'undertake to
difcufs. We will nor look 1nto the declaration of the
Rights of Man, nor will we take for our guide this
or that plan of a conftitution; we may indeed rejoice
to fee principles and fyftems of benevolence, andjui-
tice, diffeminated among mankind, becaufe the
effe&ts muft be beneficial i much more muft we
‘exult when they are diffemjnated by thole who go-
vern, ‘even thongh by themfelves they are difregard-
ed, becaufe thereby thofe principles become more
operative. When thofe who govern "Frapce lay
down fyftems of morality, and benevolence, as the
- avowed rules of their condu@, or Mr. PiTy pours
‘out his eloquence againit our colonial flavery, we are
not to imagine that they will reftrain themfelves in
their ambitious parfuits, by fuch fyftems, or fuch
declamations, which they may have adopted, for
temporary, ‘and particular purpofes ; but we will
exult in this, that in frampling them under foot, they
will not be able to deftroy their effects, ’
" I alcertaining the future ftate of Europe, we arg
rather to look 3 general tendencies, than fo particu-
lar cveats, which however calamitious can prove but
Vartial, Order, and Governments, muft neceflarily

grife, wich may reafonably be expefed to be fu-
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perior to prior governments, in proportion to the
. improved ftate of knowledge, and fociety. . If in a
barbarous age, a favage banditti quickly formedinto
order, and governmeat ; if, though the foundations.
- were laid 1n rape, and robbery, the fuperftruGture
has become the admiration of fucceflive ages, can we
imagine that any fituation, to which Europe may be
reduced, by temporary convuifions, will become a
bar to fplendid improvements? Suppofe, then Jacob-
inifm, or the confederacy to deftroy Jacobinifm, were
to produce an anarchy, as deplorable as that in
which Europg was involved whenover-run by favage
plundercrs, and that governments, or tyrannies, as
uncouth were to be obtruded on us, yet may it na-

turally be inferred that the prefent improved ftate of
human knowledge will operate powerfully, and that
governments will gradually arife, as fuperior to the
exifting ones as the prefent ftate of the human mind
is fuperior to what its ftate was at the period in which

the exifting governments of Europe originated. As

the convulfions occafioned by Jacobinifm can be but

temporary, fo it may be hoped they may be but par-

tial. If it be a principle operating to the fubverfion

of the general fyftem of Europe, convulfions might

reafonably be egpeted, as violent as thofe we wit-

pefs ; but as that which is denominated the fyftem of
Europe exifts in very different degrees, and circum-
ftances, different confequences may refult. Where
the ancieat fyﬁcm of Europe has mouldered under
the hand of time, Jacobinifm may coalefce without
neceffarily producing much diforder. Let us then,
examine the nature of this fyftem of order, and go-~
vergment, which, we are told, pervades Europe,
and” which Jacobinifm threatens with deftruction;
from whence we may poffibly learn more precifely
the effects to be expeted. =~ -

The fyftem of European governments originated
in bands of ferocious anpd barbarous conquerors, if-
~ fuing from the wilde®t and moft uncultivated parts of
Euro’pé,' and overipreading thofe nations of it, which
had in fome [mall degree been civilized by . the ro-
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man conquefts. - Thc(countrics were divided among,
_the conquerors ; the inhabitants were enflaved, and
attached to the land for its cultivation ; the leaders:
of thefe bands became Dukes, and Counts, of their
refpe&ive pertions of the conquered lands; thofe
titles importing a fubordinate fovereignity, the Su-
preme being little more than nominal. The General,
or Chief Commander, became, indeed, King: but
being chofen from among his fellow foldiers, he pof-
fefled lictle authority. His principal importance wasf

derived from the fhare of the fpoil he poflefled. O
the pofleflions, then obtained by the {word, the pof-
feflors were foon after deprived of a confiderable por-
tion by the Clergy, who, availing themfelves of theig-
norance of the age, held forth-to others the profpect
of another world, as the means of obtaining a con-
fiderable portion of the prefent. They obtained
grants from the conquerors, tofuch an extent as to en-
able the clergy to contend fer a domination, focund-
ed on mental terror, as powerful as that which had
been derived from the fword. Such was the origin
of the fovereigns, the nobles, and the clergy of
Europe.

".7To trace the origin of power, or of property, with
a view to fhake their prefent exiftence, would be ab-
furd in the extreme. What power, and what pro-
perty, could bear fuch a fcrutiny ? But this fyftem of
which we fpeak was not merely in its origin unjuft,
but in_its nature injurious to the property it had
ufurped, and to any government which could poflibly
take place. The earth,. the fource of our exiftence,
and labour, was pofieffed by bodies of men of fo pe-
culiar a firuture as te deftroy, in a great degree, its
value to fociety. ‘To them the property was limited.
No perfons, no connedtions, no circumitances, could,
while the fyftem exifted, circulate it again among the
people. - Jt was a gulph continually {wallowing, but
never giving up.- The individual poffefiors had only
a life intereft; the property defcended by the nature
of the tenure, .in the.one cafe to fucceffive bodies of
men, in the other to fingle individuals; while the
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prefent pofieffors were difabled from tranfmitting the
inheritance as motives of confanguinity, or friend-
thip, might prompt; placing the carth in the pof-
feffion of a fucceffion of individuals, all of “them,
deprived of the moft powerful incentives for its im=.
provement. Jtis unneceflary to detail at length this
fyftem. Tts mifchievous nature has been brought to
the teft of experience. Tt has uniformly appeared
that in every country, in proportion as it operated,
the country fuffered. . Wherever a fingle city, ora
defpicable and worthlefs diftrit, became emancipated
from the yoke, it flourithed. When Philip of Spain,
to terminate a rebellion, caft off the molft inconfider-
able part of his dominions, it inftantly rofe to wealth
and fplendour, though a fpot peculiarly deftitute of
natural value. And with refpe& to England, though
by no means diftinguifhable for its intrinfic value, or
natural advantages, yet, from a concurrence of cir-
cumftances, this fyflem haviug been much more in-
novated on than in any other confiderable country in
Europe, it appears that her agriculture, her wealth, .
and her profperity, have increafed in proportion ;
and it is obfervable that to the fmall remnant of this
fyftem, yet exifting among us, the principal impedi-
ments to our further improvement are to be attributed
and the principal defets in our laws and civil policy,
are to be traced. No lefs hoftile is this fyftem to
government then to property: The privileged or-
ders have uniformly exerted the power, derived from
the property they pofiefs, to overawe and control the
exifting government, whatever may be its form; to
obtain privileges, and exemptions incompatible with
every idea of goed government ; and to throw the
burden of the ftate upon thofe who are deftitute of
the means of fupporting it. - And it has been only
in proportion to the fubverfion of -this fyftem, that
" the governments of any of the countries of
Furope have been able to exercife their; proper
fun&tions. ' ‘

As, then, we aretold that Jacobinifm is a prin-
ciple eperating to the fubverfion of the general order
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‘of Europe, -of its property, its religion;. its govern-
ments, and itslaws, it neceflarily follows, that it is
the fyftem aboye defcribed which muft be alluded
to; becaufe there is no other general order which
pervades the nations of Europe. Nothing but this -
that can be denominated its fyltem. No other prin-
ciple which appertains indifcriminately to their laws,
their religion, their governments, and their property.
- And if fo, it muft be inferred that whatever princi-
ples prevail in Eurcpe, fubverting this fyftem, muft
be Jacqbinifm. And if this fyfiem be hoftile to {o=
ciul order, to good governmenr, to jufl ideas of pro~
perty, then the preyalence of corret ideas on pro-
perty; on government, and on fucial order, mult be
Jacobinifm; and in propartion as knowledge’
is diffufed, and ignorance is difpelled, Jacobinifm
muft prevail. ke has no relation to forms of govern=-
ment, any further than as forms are conneéted with
and derived from the ancient fyftem. Under various
forms the prefent fyftem of Europe fubfits; and un-
der various forms of them may Jucobinifim prevail,
Jt does not neceidarily follow that it muft fubvert the
exiiting governments, any farcher than as thofe go-
vernments partake of the general fyftem. Tn France,
and Germany, where revolving centuries had, butin
a fmall degree, affeéed it, Jacobinifm might natural-
ly be expeed to produce ftrong convulfions. Af-
feGing extenfive poficflions, and numerous privileges
and rights, the conteft could not bg trifling, or the
wounds {light ; but in England, and the other nations
of Europe, where the reformation had, in a great
degree, fubverted a principal branch of the ancient
fyftem and, by its effects, materially fappedthe whole
fabric, it does not neceffarily follow that Jacobinifm
muft produce a fubverfion of exiftin governments
" or changes in the general fyftem of Jaws: no “branch
of property need be materiall affected : no bodies or
defcription of men negd be expofed to any confider-
able change in their fituation in fociety, por cven an
_individual fuffer any inconvenience beyonpd thofe
to which the moft common vicifficudes of human
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affairs fubje® them. Let 3!,1: fuppofe the adoption -
of all the proje&s of the Duke of Ricumonbp,
madeft and moft violent Jacobine which this country -
ever has produced ; proje&s which in him originated,’
which no mad projector; no fpeculative politician,
ever before him thought of ; and, which, though he .
may have been fucceeded by a train of diftant fol-
lowers and faint imitators, vet, perhaps, but for
him_might have remained defpifed, or unknown :
proje@s which excited the difapprobation of every
rational and well informed mind, a difapprobation
approximating to difguft, when, they faw crude and
untried experiments fuggefted to agitate 2 licentious
populace, in the moft critical moment, which a fuc-
ceffion of ages could poffibly have produced. That at
fuch a crifis they were rath and dangerous few can
doubt, yet is there no foundation for fuppofing, that,
had they been peaceably and generally adopted any
inconvenience could have refulted : for inftance it is
faid he fuggefted in the Houfe of Lords, the idea of
feizing the Church Lands; but is it to be imagined
that he, or any other man, would have had the af-
furance to propofe a confifcation of all the impropria-
tions, and advowfons, comprehending a confider-
able portion of the landed property of the kingdom,
which had been tranfmitted through a fucceflion o

purchafers, for full and valuable confideraticns.
has France done it, France could not do it, for no
fuch property had fhe to confifcate; but fuppofe he
had fuch a defign, fortunately the only regulation
which is propofed refpe@ing it, muft have effectually
defeated it.  This property is derived from the la-
bour and property of man, employed in_the cultiva-
tion of the foil ; it now poﬁ'c[fcs ditin&ive marks;
if it be in danger from the hands of the plunderer,
that danger muft be more imminent becaufe, in its
prefent ftate, it is by thofe diftin&ive marks obtruded
on his notice, and is there an individual to be found
who propofes any other reform refpecting this pro-
perty, than commuting it for an cquivalent fhare of
land’; the very meafure which muft cffeQually fecure -
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it, by combining it in one general intereft with the
landed property of the kingdoin. As tothe dignitaries
of sur church, they cannot be affected by any reform
which relates to their fucceffors, and the church has
already been plundered to fuch an extent as to ren-
der the remainder of its property fecure to its prefent
pofleflors, from the infignificance of its value as a
life inheritance. As to the Houfe of Lords, let us
fuppofe, the infignificance to which they are reduced,
and the contempt with which, for above a century,
they have been treated by the Houfe of Commons,
fhould induce an idea that they are ufelefs ; what ma-
terial detriment can they, asindividvuals, receive by
an abolition of their order,and the faint fhadow of its
ancient power. All the feignioral rights and territo-

“rial privileges which diftinguifhed the ancient Barons
of England have been long fince abolifhed : eftates
are of the fame nature, and of equal value, whether
in pofieffion of a Lord or a Commoner ; and it is
from their property, not their titles; their prefent
importance refults : fo unimportant are titles in this
country that when unaccompanied by eftates they
have remained unclaimed as not worth acceptance.

" Tt does not even follow that the progrefs of Ja-
cobinifm will precuce greater changes in the nature
of themonarchical power than what has refulted from
paft events, or may refult from future ones: the
name and form of monarchy may fubfift, though Ja-
cobinifm prevail, and it is only the name and form
which can be permanent ; its real naturc muft ne-
cefTarily be fubjeét to imperceptible changes, his pre-
fent Majefty bears no more refemblance to 2 Tudor, a
Plantagenet, or an Alfred, than a modern Doge of
Venice does to the ancient ones. -

" But though it does not follow, that, Jacobinifm
from itstnature will materially affeét any great exifting
intereft amongt us, yet does itnot follow but it ay.
Tt is poffible, nay probable, that it may produce ca-
Jamities fimilar to thofe which have befel France, and
inferior in degree only in proportion to the inferiority

-of - the feveral interefts concerned in the conteft. A
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firaw, or a feather, may be go‘ntcnd‘cdfor with as much
violence, and as much obftinacy, as the moft - im-
portant right, and the moft effential intereft. The
Clergy may be tenacious of litigated tythes, and ec-
clefiaftical courts: the privilege of imprifoning a
Quaker during life for_his Eafter Offering, may to
them appear an objec beyond all price. So our
Peers may deluge the nation in blood, to preferve
the important privilege of affembling in an old barn,
drefled in red cloaks, to have culprits dragged before
them, and then be infulted with the threat, that if
they acquit the criminal they fhall be ftigmatized as
partners in his guilt.

If Jacobinifm be the progrefs of human know-
ledge fubverting ancient fyftems, founded on ignor-
ance and fuperttition, can it be deftroyed by imprifon-
ing or hanging a few noify demagogues, or, cven
by Mr. Jenkinson’s conduéting our army (0 Paris,
and guillotining Rober/pierre. No ! The Englith, the
American, and the French Revolutions, are merely
the channels in which Jacobinifm has flowed: had -
they never taken place, had thofe countries never had
exiftence, the mighty torrent would have rolled, its
courfe only would have been varied. Originating in
the art of Printing, having diffeminated knowledge,
the annihilation of the knowledge it has {pread, nay,
of the art itfelf isindifpenfibly neceffary to deftroy it.
It is not Mr. Burke’s execration of reafon and philo-
fophy; it isnot his admonifhing us to cherifh our
prejudices becaufe they are prejudices; nor is it the
applaufe he beftows on the happy ignorance of the
middle ages, and his lamentation on modern innova-
tion, which will ftop the progrefs of Jacobinifm. No!
you muft look to a far more adequate means: have
you any hope that a new innundation of Goths and
Vandals will annihilate all traces of exifting know-
ledge from Europe and America ? this and this only,
can give any well founded hope.

As the interefts and motives muft be extremely
trivial and partial, which can excite an oppofitionto
Tacobinifm, fo its friends can have as little pretence
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for endangering the public peace, to promote and
. fecure it.  The progrefs of Jacobinifm is amply fe-
cure, without the aid of the Duke of Richmond or
Thomas Paine inciting the body of the people to af-
fume the government : the progrefs of knowledge
- has given them importance in the ftate, and in pro-
rtion ‘to its future progrefs will their importance
increafe : fitted to affume an importaat rank in fo-
ciety, they will need no incitement, they will affume

and it of courfe, with fafety to the public.

With no important intereft of the community in
difpute, yet, is it not improbable, that the public may
be convulfed with fierce, if not bloody contefts : ali-
centious mob may rife; * No Jacobin,” may be-
come the fucceffor to ¢ No Papifts”; murder and
conflagration may fpread around. Of a conduét
founded in ignorance no eftimate can be formed, and
thofe who let loofe the. mifchief may be themfelves
the vi@ims; the fafety of a King or Bifhops may
prove but infecure, if dependent on the piety, or
loyalty, cven, of a Church and King mob, fhould
they believe the dearne(s of porter refulted from mo-
narchy, or that the deftruction of efpifcopacy would
raife the price of wages.

If moderation and reafon be not terms bordering
on fedition, it may become us to liften to their dic-
tates: thofe who poffefs earthly power may recollect
that they are not omnipotent ; that they cannot in-
terrupt the courfe of nature, they tell us a mighty
torrent has bur@ forth ; it refts with them either to
guide it through the land, that it may fertilife, and
enrich; or by vainly attempting forcibly to confine
it in the bowels of the earth, convulfe the land, and .
fpread ‘horror around them.

If the Dukk of Ricamonp has endangered the
public peace, by inciting the mafs of the people to
claim a fhare in the Government, before the progrefs
of civilization and knowledge has qualified them for
the important fituation ;. let it be recolle&ted, that,
the danger refults from our laws and police being
adapted to render them profligate anﬁ)cormpt ; and
to revife and veform them, is the appropriate remedy
to the threatened danger.———==FINIS.
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WERE the real dignity and value of the human charactet td
VY beettimated mefely by the importance of the fituation whick
is a}l'umed; and were we to take it for granted that thofe who ex-
ercife authority always poffefs talents adequate tothe difficulty, and
integrity proportioned to the importance; of their ftations; it might
then naturally be inferred that thofe who now exetcife the Briufh
governm . ntare the wifeft and the moft virtuous of the humah rsce:
or as the authority they have affumed feems to be of {uch a nature,
as is hardly fit to be intrufted to frail mortals; it might be ima-
gined, that fome beings of more than human arigin had condefcend-
ed to vifit this happy ifland, and aflume the feat of legiflation, and
the reins of government, : A )

To exerciie dominion even ovef this ifland, amidft the difcord-
ant interefts of the various parts of the community, might call for
no common fhare of human wifdom: nor would 2 lefs portion of
integrity and virtuous fortitide be requifite to guide, with impar-
tiality, the public councils, to guard the general interefts of the
ftate, from being facrificed to interefted combinations, and thée
rights of the weaker and more defencelefs parts of the community
from the oppreflion of the powerful.

‘But we will admit that mere mortals may be adequate to the tafk
of governing ten millions of people, amongft whom they live, and
with whofe manners they are intimately acquainted; and, diverfi-
fied as the various interefts amongft us are, yet poflibly they may be
fo balanced and combined, that the government may be conduéted
with tolerable impartiality, even though thofe who govern us fhould
not poflefs perfect angelic purity.

But, to engagein a more enlarged fphere than this, the human
powers feem not to be adapted ; fory whatever dignified titles kings,
minifters, ar parliaments may affume, I do not remember that it has
ever been fully proved that they are either omnipotent, or omnifci-
ent; and, if fo, it fhould feem to follow that; being limited in
their faculties and powers, they excéed the bounds of legitimate
authority when they exercife that {peciesy or extent of dominion,
to which human nature feems to be inadequate. When the exeicife
of power is extended beyond thefe limits, it may be denominated
outrage, plunder; and oppreflion but it cannot be deethed govern-
ment. . .

Thefe fentiments, chvious as they appear, do niot feéth to prevail
very forcibly in the Britith cabinet, ‘The government of this na-
tion, arduous as might be the tafk properly to condu&t it, they
deem to be far from equal to the extent of their genius; and it al-
moft finksinto infignificance amidft their vaft and diverfified plans,.
They can fit_in the council-chamber at St. James’s; or in St. Se-
phen’s Chapel, and give laws to the moft diftant regions, while the
governors and governed are mutually ignorant bf each othefs exifte
ence, and thoufands and millions perih beneath this yoke, ift couns
tries our beft maps defcribe to us as unknown.,

Wi ith great facility they tan govern both this, and her fifter King-
dom; take due careofa derman ele@orate, and give laws and go«
vernment to the undefined regions of Canada. They can difpofe .
of thirty millions of French, determine what goverameat they ihall



adopt, what principles they fhall profefs, and what religion they
{hall believe. They know perfe@ly well how the inhabitants of the’
immenfe continent of Africa ought to be difpofed of, and can
correét the error of the great author of nature, by tranfplanting
them to thofe happy regions where they experience the inexpreffible
happirels of bgcoming his majefty’s fubjetts, or rather the fubjets
of thofe perfons to whom his majeflty has, by his royal charters, been
ﬁraciouﬂy pleafed to teansfer that dominion and authority, which

e moft rightfully poflefles, over the black inhabitants of Airicay
and their poflerity for everand ever.

With no lefs princely munificence, by another royal charter,
more than half the remainder of the world and its inhabitants are
conveyed to certain men, women, and children, of various nations,
called the bonourable the Eaft-India Company: but, as thefe bonour-
able ladies and gentlemen have been informed that there exifts in
this nation an honourable Houfe of Commons, who have fometimes
taken very great liberties, not only with royal grants, but with the
royal grantors’ themfelves, they have thought it moft prudent to
have two ftrings to their bow, and have perfuaded the Right
Honourable Henry Dundas_to inform the honourable Houfe of Com-
mons, that if they would confirm this royal munificent grant for
twenty years, they would pay to the difpofal of that bonourable Boufe
ten millions, not of their own money, but part and parcel of that
money which the faid bonourable gentlemen and ladies mean forcibly
to take from the inhabitants of fia. :

This very honourable tranfaction, between thefe very honourable
parties, may appear a little odd to thofe who are not acquainted with
the perfection and excellence of the Britifh government; they may
think it a little extraordinary thata Britifh houfe of commons fhould
hold the purfe not only of this nation, but the purfes of the innu-
merable nations of Afia; and, poflibly, this fyftem of munificence
may remind them of the generofity of Hudibras’s faints

who could bes
Of gifts that coft them nothing, free.

Perhaps,. it may be faid, that royal giftsare ufually diftinguithed
by their magnitude and munificence, and that their fplendor pre-
vents an enquiry into their juftice: but the munificence of George
the Third far furpaffes that of any of his compeers. It was never
equalled by-a king, nor fcarcely exceeded by a pope. Alexander

. could beftow the kingdoms he had conquered amongft the generals
who aflifted him in the conqueft ; but, by this charter, there is be-
ftowed to a parcel of men, women, and children, for the trifling
groundrent of 500,000 per. annum, countries almoft equalling both-

Ta riches and extent, the conquefts of. Alexander himfelf; in con-

fequence of which, monarchs have been hurled from their thrones,.
whole magnificence and fplendor fo far furpafles that of European:
monarchs that, in comparifon therewith, they can be deemed but.

of the fwinifth multitude. : v a
- After the extent-of abfurdity which we have witnefled, who fhall

pretend to dgﬁpe its limits ? fhould the Aeroftatic art be improved»
~ siay we not have the happinefs to fee his majefty’s minifters rangs:




the planatary fyftem, difpofe of the moon by a royal chatter, catch
Mnl:rcury in the budget, and fhare out the Georgium Sidusin Change
Alley. . . ; .

Moft of thofe enormities which have difgraced the hiftory of na-
tiogg have been obfcure ¥n their origin, and have rifen through an
aldi®ft imperceptible gradation.  Our horror is, in fome degreey di-
minifhed by the veil of antiquity; and mankind are apt to imagine,
that they are guilty only of avenial crime, when they continue to
pra&ice the mortal fins of their anceftors : but our domination ovet
Afia cannot be viewed through any fuch palliatingmedium ; though
its features may have all the deformity of age, yet, like moft of tie
fungus tribe, its growth has been as rapid, as its appearance is loath-
fome, and its effefts noxious. When the duke of Hanover entered
intothe important compact with the glorious and immortal William,
when he agreed to defert the caufe of Lewis X1V th.in confideration
of the electoral dignity, and the fucceffion to the Englith crown,
little did he think that the domains of the great Mogul was the fplen-
did appanage. Even George I1d. would have ftared to have been told
that his next fucceflor would grant the dominions of the great Mo~

ul toa parcel of men, women, and children, natives and foreign-
e¥s; and, notwithftanding the docility into which the honourable
houfe of commons had becn trained, under the foftering care of the
illuftrious houfe of Hanover, he would hardly have believed that,
when Mr. Burke acknowledged that under this grant more than 20
millions had been dcftroyed; a bill, confirming fuch a charter,
would pafs with lefs ceremony than a canal or a divorce bill. 1t
may be deemed extraordinary that, amongft all theloud clamourers
who contended that the Britith parliament had no right to take the
money of the Americans without their own confent, not one foli-
tary individual fhould be found to afk by what authority Britith
mifcreants fpread defolation and horrer through a country, which,

until it had the misfortune to be vifited by the Englith, was ftiled,
with peculiar propriety, the paradife of nations ! and on what prin-
ciple we fantion thefe mifcreants, returning with the rich harveft
of their plunder, and receive them with open arms, on condition of
their paying a tythe of it into the national treafury! as to Mr.
Burke, vociferous as he was in favour of American rights, he cer-
tainly may be excufed, he cannot be expected to defend and avow
principles of juftice and humanity, as he honeflly owns that he ha-
ted all principles when he was young, and abhors them now his head
grows grey ; but it was rather too much to expet that this adroit
matter in ethics thould fo efficacioufly and extenfively inculcate his
precious doétrines ; it indicates that he has manifefted great {kill in
fele&ing the foil in which to depofit the feed he has imported from
the rich hot-bed of St. Omer’s ; in fuch a foil it feems to find a quick
growth, and promifes a rich harveft. All that efcaped from our moft
precious patriots was, a faint doubt, an hefitating murmur, left the
rich plunder of the happieft regions of the earth fhould endanger the
fabric of the Britith conftitution, by increafing the influence of the
crown. Oh! Marat, Oh! Roberipierre ye now rife before me
almoft the exemplars of perfect innocence. Wafh notyour hands
from blood; fheath not your poniards; plunge, plunge ‘them deep



in the hearts &f your enemies; day by day add maffacre t8 maffacres
@il fhall I confider you as overflowing with the milk of human
kindnefs, when 1 compare your decds with the horrérs which have
overfpread the plains of Indoftan: your apologifts may find {ome-
thing to fay in your defence; they, at leaft, will not be necefliited
to preferve a dead filence, nor to urge the horrors you have already
perpetrated as the fole reafon for their repetition. |t cannot be faid,
that you have traverfed oceans in fearch of refiftlefs vi&tims of
flaughter. You may affirm that, robbery and murder is not your
fole obje€t, but merely ameans to an end which you deem valuable;
that in your fhop of horrors you balance good and evil, and not
compound folely deadly poifons, and fpread hothing through the
world biit firebrands and death.

This cldim to the Britifb territories in India, and to thofe valuable
pwﬁ(ianf, which has now found a placein his majefty’s {peechyy
furely needed, ot thataceount, fome little preface, fome ttifling ex-
planation on what this claim is founded. It would havé been be-
ftowing a favout oh future hiftorians, as I know not where they will
find the records to prove the foundation of our claim; and itis ra-
ther unkind in us to leave future Vatels and Puffendotfs deftite
of all information on this fubje&, as they may be anxious to refer
to the proceedings of the Britifh government, in afluming the em-
pircof Afia, as a memorable event illuftrative of the law of nations.

But. as fecret articles anid private compaéts frequently cotne to light
in diftant periods, fo, it is poffible, future hiftorians may poflefs pre-
cious documents to which we are ftrangers, and the obfcurities of
the prefent period may be elucidated to them by the events. While
we are fuppofing the prefent magnificent arrangement to be confined
to Europe, we are neceflarily involved in aftonifhment. For though
the difguft with which the firft gleams of liberty in France wasview-
ed in this country be now avowed, yet is no mofive vifible to us
which could have occafioned it. No man could have furmifeda mo-
tive which could poflibly have induced a2 mere king of Great Britaint
to wifh the fubverfion of the limited monarch of France; there does
not-appear a motive adequate to induce even the emprefs of Ruffiato
exterminate the principles of liberty out of France, unlefs fhe has
fome hope of eradicating them from Britain alfo. But future hifto-
rians may poffibly know how far Afia may be comprehended in the
views of this royal cenfederacy.

T he mention ¥1is majefty makes, in this fpeech, of meafures having
been taken to fecure the benefits we derive from thefe valuable poi-
feffions, ought to excite our warmeft gratitude for his princely care.
To fecure fo extraordinary a dominion,over fuch diftantand extenfive
countries, might, indeed, call for the utmoft exertions of his ma-
jefty’s wifdom, as the hiftory of the world proves, what his majefty
has experienced, that diftant dominion ands on a very {lipper
foundation. Indeed, till I read his majefty’s moft excellent {peech,
never imagined that the exercife of any permanent and efhcacious
authority over the antipodes was pretended to be in view; I confi-
dered our Afiatic adventures merely as marauding expeditions, to
gain a temporary pofleffion of diftant defencelefs countries, which,
after ftripping and plundering, were te be abandoned in purfuit of

\



+ew fources of plundering. 1 had been taught by Mr. Burke to

onfider even *¢3c00 miles of ocean as a powerful principle, in the

atural conftitution of things, for weakening’ government, and of
vhigh no contrivance could weaken the effeét, thit a power fteps -
n which limits the arrogance of the raging paffions, and fays, hi-
herto thalt thou go and no farther. Who are you that you thould fret
.nd rage, and bite the chains of nature? Nothing worfe happens to
you, than does to all nations which have extenfive em ires: and it

appens in all the forms into which enipire can be thrown. Inlarge
bodies, the circulation of power muft be lefsvigorous at th ex-
tremitics. Nature has faid it. The Turk has not the fame d: minion
in Algiers, as in Turkey. Defpotifm itfelf is obliged to truck and
huckfter. Spain, in her American Provinces, fubmits to this
immutable condition, the eternal law of extenfive and detached
empire.” )

If weaknefs, diforder, difunion, and diffolution, be the general
laws of cxtenfive and detached empire, laws which refult from the
natusal conftitution of tWings, laws legiblein every page of hift:ry,
{till more do thefe confequences refult from the peculiar nature of
our Afiatic territories.

@ All thofe powerful and extenfive dominations, which in various
ages have aftonifhed the world, havearifen from fome grea: and ade-
quatc caufe, fome one fingle great and {plendid power. Inthe Ro-
man \egions, Alexander’s armies, and the irrefift:ble bands of Sala-
din, we fee caufes adequate to the important effe¢ts produced ; we
fec a great concentered power fpreading its domination, overco..n-
tries which prefented no barrier to the torrent They manitefta -
ftrength well proportioned to their extent, and it is merely from the
natural operation of time, in undermining that ftrepgth, the dan-
ger refults; but in our Afiatic adventures, the caufes which have
produced fuch extenfive and baneful effeéts, appear to have been of
2 accidental and tranfitory a nature, as that which may occaft nts
overthrow ; it is an empire not merely terminating, but comm: ncing
in weaknefs and difunion. No Alexander, Cejar, or Saladin, ap-
ears to our view, Mr. Dundas cannot unveil ta us the conquerots
*f Hindoftan : he is forced to amufe us with the unintelligible jar-
gon of ¢ The King, being the Sovereign; the Parliament the
great fuperintending authority; and the company, the inftrument
through which that authority 1s to be adminiftered.”” The fource
and nature of that power, which has produced thefe baneful effedts,
is thus unknown. Itisinvolved in darknefs. It works in obfcu-
rity. Such power, however well calculated for fpreading defolation
and ruin, is certainly very ill fitted for rearing a mighty empire.
Rats and moles can undermine and deftroy, but I never heard that
they could rear or build. ' ’ ’

The arrangement Mt. Dundas has made of this mighty power
{cems to be lefs clear, than that to which fome think 1t bears the
neareft refemblance; the Grand Scignor, the Janiflaries, and
the Pacha. - In this latter arrangement, the Sovereign, the gre t
fuperintending authority, and the inftrument of that authority, are
very obvious; butin Mr. Dundas’s the mighty inftruments, who have
governed, and are to govern, 1ndia, arc perfectly unnoticed, though



they ouglit to have conftituted the fourth, or rather the firft, order
in his claflification. In a former fpeech, his majefty !amented,
how inadequate this Inftrument, the Company, was to the tafk
of governing the real Inftruments of authority in India ; but, now
it feems, thofe inftruments in India are perfe@ly unnoticed, and
men,_women, and children, under the denomination of an honour-
able Eaft India Company, are themfelves become the Inftruments.
That fuch an heterogenous mafs may poffefs fovereign dignity, I
mean pot to difpute, becaufe, it is not ealy to difcover human beings
more ynfitting to exercife authority, than thofe in whom fovereignty
is frequently placed, but then the real authority is ufually exercifed
by infiruments, and it was a difcovery worthy of Mr. Dundas,
that thefe men, women, and children, could poflibly become the
nftruments of government themfelves, -
Should this fpeech of Mr. Dundas’s as an ancient manufcript
fall into the hands of fome Dr. Rentley he may venture a conjectural
emendation: he may obferve that as too/ and inflrument frequently
have the fame import, fome blundering tranfcriber had fubitituted
one term for the other, and their having in this paflage a very
different meaning, was a circumftance to which the tranfcriber had
not adverted, He might obferve that there was evidently an omif
fion alfo in the manufcript, and that the inftruments of this govern-
ment had been omitted by latter tranfcribers, in confequence of
the former error of the company being termed fuch: confequently
that the true reading was, The King, the Sovereign ; the Parlia-
ment, the fuperintending authority ; the Company, the tool for
conveniently conducting this government, and that the rea/ infiru-
ments who condudled this government, were, owing to the carelefs
of the tranfcribers, unfortunately omitted in the manufcript. He
might fupport this criticifm by obferving, that though the fovereign
or {uperintending authority, might not, yet, it was impoffible, but
that the inffruments of government muft be in the country governed :
And, as the learned fometintes write in the vulgar tongue, he might
exclaim, thathe was aftonifhed that any per(%n who pretended to
Jearning, could prove himfelf fuch 3 ftupid dolt as to fuppofe, that,
the inhabitants of a northern ifland not the moft confiderable in the
world, an ifland which had but recently emmerged from a ftate of
barbarifm, fhould dream of governing the moft extenfive and fer-
tile countries in an oppofite region of the earth. That to govern
a people fo oppofite to themfelves, in manners, and fituation, was
as talk which even'the moft enlightened people would never have
thought of; and that thefe European Iflanders ever governed Afia”
was too-extravagant to be imagined ; that the manufcript in quef-
tion could mot poffibly refer to any other than piratical adventures,
to which Iflanders were ever peculjarly prone as they naturally
apply to maritime affairs. *Secure from the aggreffians of their
neighbours; they have nofhing to reftrain them from violating the
peace and happinefs of others, but a fenfe of moral principle, or
national honour, which rarely exifted in that early ftage of civiliza-
tion to which thefe iflanders had‘arrived. That the firft and barba-
yous flages of fociety were aflociations, rather for the purpofes of
pggrefion thandefence; the fpirit of rapine long continuing, even,



after fome degree of civilization appeared in the world, and that
this fpirit of rapine was, in that ftage of fociety, rendered moft
dangerous, by the ftrength it derived from the improvements and
difcoveries the people poffefled beyond their more ignorant pre-
deceffors. They had not then learned that important truth, which
peculiatly diftinguifhes the civilized from barbarous ages, that the
value of the earth depends on its quiet enjoyment, and is deftroyed
by violence and outrage. Secure, by their fituation, from all fear
of retaliation, they occupied themfelves in ranging the world to
infult, and to plunder; and, having not attained any refpect for
government, as a mere civil inftitution, their Kings were tempted to

encourage this fyftem of rapine, confidering very properly that it
was the fupport of their power, 2s it had been its origin.

_ Such, he might fay, was the ftate of thefe barbarous Iflanders,
in the eighteenth century; and, as the magnet had been then re-
cently difcovered, they might engage in extenfive and piratical
expeditions to Afia and Africa; which, being of more confiderable
importance than thofe of preceding pirates, they might dignify
them with the terms conqueft, government, territories, and poffeffions.
They might make partial fettlements on coafts, or temporary €x-
curfions into countriés ;. they might, under fraudulent pretences,
obtain admiffion into nations, and then, by intriguing with
profligate natives, difturb peaceable governments; and might avail
*hem{elves of the difturbance they had excited to plunder and mur-
der the inhabitants. He might obferve that, as Afia had for many
ages been in 2 ftate of civilization, it was peculiarly liable to
the outrage of thefe northern Lflanders ; as a long and fettled ftate
of high civilization, by introducing peace, order, tranquillity, and
the milder difpofitions of the mind, equally qualified men to par-
‘take of the moft perfect enjoyments of civil life, and unfitted them
to defend that enjoyment from the outrages of more barbarous and
favage nations. But ftill, he might fay, that it was impofiible that
the extenfive civilized countries of Afia could ever have been 'go-
verned by any perfons refident in a northern Ifland;; their enter-
prifes muft either have been of a predatory natur€, of, if any of
them by intrigue, or artifice, had obtained any kind of eftablifh-
ment, they muft have been abforbed amongft the natives, or be-
come members of an Afiatic government.

Such may be the erroneous reafoning into which future ages
may be milled, unlefs we tranfmit them fome little intimation o
the nature and origin of our claim to the government of Afia, and
the means by which itis to be condu&ed. In thefe refpe&s the
fpeeches of Mr. Dundas and the King, or the King and Mr. Dundas,
for 1 know not the proper order of precedency, appear to me to
afford no light. The diftin@ion of the fovereign, controling, and
inflrumental authorities, to me, conveys no idea; and as little could
Tunderftand Mr, Fox’s meaning of governing India by a ftrong go-
vernment at home. I can ealily underftand making government
firong at home, by governing Ivndia; which certainly is a fubject
worthy the violent conteft it has occafioned : but fill the affairs of
India muft be conduéted by perfons in India, and all the difpute
muit terminate in whom ghe appointment of thefe India fovercigas



fhall be vefted, whether in the Miniflers, the Parllament, ov the
Company ; or, whether it fhall be fhared amongft them all.” But it
government i:)e, as Mr. Burke defines it, a contrivance of human
wifdom, to fupply human wants, let it be afked, whofe wants
are to be {upp{;ed by this contrivance of human wifdom? The
wants of Afia will be very oddly fupplied, by forcing them to fend
three millions per annum to England; and this treatment of India
muft certainly claim a very different epithet to that of government.

In anage, when the fmall glimmering of reafon, which the art of
_printing had opened to u:, is fo univerfally reprobated ; and Mr.
Burke js fo kindly leading us back to the ignorance of the 14th Cen-
tury, 1 hope it will not be imagined that I obhje& to any meafures
‘merely on the ground of their being hoftile to jufice, humanity, rea-
Jony liberty, the rights of man, or any other french principles. Lonly
mean to afk why muft our language be diftorted, and involved in
all the confufion of Babel ? 1fit be deemed expedient to murder half
the inhabitants of India, and rs6 the remainder, furely it is not re-
quifite to call it governing them. If we chuofe to feize, and carry off
the inhabitants of Africa, what is the ufe of terming it a trade? And
if we convert our Weft India 1flands into jails to confine them, why,
in the name of common fenfe, muft they be called colonies 2 But
the confufion of language refpecting India’is {till more curious; for,
as nobody knows what is the government, or to whom it appertains,
fo it is not attempted to define what is its relation to this country.
Mr. Dundas contents himfelf with faying that they are not colsinies.
His Majefty in his fpeech calls them territories and pafieffions ; to whom
do they belong? not to the people of England ;. for, ftrange to tell,
they are the only people oo the face of the earth who are ‘orbid to
baunt, or vifit them. The Americans, when they compofed a part
of the Britiih empire, were forbid to haunt, or vifit them: but the
moment they became independent they might refort to them with-
out controul. An Englifhman is forbid even to pafs the Cape of (Good-
Hope. s the King the Sovereign? fo he is of Hanover: but it
has not therefore any relation to this country. Are they the poflef-
fions of the India Company? whoare the India Company? a non de-
fcript affemblage! many of whom are foreigners; all may Dbe;
it is not requtlite there fhould be a fcore of Englilhmen amongit
them. The prefent proprietors may fcil their fhares to the national
convention of France, and Marat, Roberfpierrey " T. Paine and Co.
may become the Eaft India Company. But whether we trade with,
or whether we plunder the Indies, the ufe of continuing
fuch a company no one can imagine. Butin this age of wonders,
this is the very circumftance which Mr. Dundas prefles on the houfe
to recommend it to their notice. He fays, ¢ The propofitions be had
20 recommend were inconfiflent with the opinions generally received. No po-
litical writer, as far as be knew, had recommendeda mercantile company as
the organ of government for a great country, and that, for reaping the full
advantage of commercial intercourfe, all the moft effeemed writers had faid a
Jreatrade was beft.”  Lord Grenville follews the fame line, ftill more
clearly, inthe Houfe of Lords; and his fhort {peech illuftrates moft
forcibly the tafte, and manners, of the prefent 2ra, He tells them,
<€ He fbould not enter into any detail on the fubject of our India poffeffions,



'

#-any fpeculative difeuffion of the made in which Fdia ought'to be goversied.
The ground he had to go on was a juft and wellfounded experience, a guide
which was at all times; perbaps, the befly but peculiarly [o under Juch cire
sumflances as exifled at prefent.”  Well then, it might be fuppofed he
would have théewn, from this experience, the confequences which
have refulted from our government of India; by no means! his
lord‘hip very pithily tells them ¢ The prefent fy/fem has continued mine
Years ; t«’)erefore be could [ee no juft reafor why it Jhould be altered. The
prefent Billy of courfe, affumsd for its principle the continuance of the pre-
Jent fyflem.”” “Here, then, its pafling ({ub filentio is accounted for: it
Is, it feems, a bill of courfe; it has exifted nine years, ergsitis to exilt
twenty longer. The word experience is, it feems, condemned to
change with the times, and, inftead of meaning the dedution of
wifdom, from a carefyl and deliberate inveftigation, of the great
chain of paft events, it now means only a continuance of a nine

ears fyftem, without any inveftigation, or any d:fcuffion whatever, -
ilay, when the univerfal and unqualified coademnation of Dr,
Simith, Dean Tucker, and. every other author whofz opinion is worth
attending to, and who had profefledly drawn their opinions from
‘the dedultion of experience, thall be urged even as a recommen Ja-
tion of the meafure; under the idea that philofophers and reafoner; are
to be contemned.

All that is now deemed requifite in inveftigating a fubjelt, is to
fhew that itis not contaminated with French principles; and on
this ftrong ground the India Bill is brought forward, and indeed
I donot hear that it has.been accufed of being the leaft tinGtured
with reafon, juflice, humanity, confraternity, liberty, equality, or rights
of man.” But'ftill, may it not be afked, If every thing that has
exifted is therefore to be continued, and its effelts, and confe
fjuences, are not to be inveftigated under pain of being charged
with iniroducing innovations ; have not AZzrat and Roberfpierre, as
much right to avail them(clvesof the doétrine, as Mr. Dundas and
Lord Grenville? May it not be urged in the national ajfznbly as well
as in St. Stephen’s chapel? If the proceedingsof - the one are to be open
to the exaggerations of falfehood, fhall the other claim an exemp-
tion even from the inveftigation of truth? If the murders, -the
defolation, or the confufion, which th: meafures of the one may
have introduced, are to be cenlured, fhall the others boaft of them
as a merit, and urge them as a plea for their continuance? on the
contrary, if the proceedings of the one aflmbly, or the other, are
to be judged of, it muft be through the madium of our reafon; and
to this judicature they muft both be fubje&, or both have equally
aright to demur. In one relpz& both Lord Grenville and Mr,
Dundas have certainly very caretully avoided French principles s
for, while they talk of governing India, the effe&s of it on the
people governed, or the benefits zhey are to derive from it, are in-«
tirely and properly unnoticed. That would, indzed, be wandering
into the regions of ‘vain theory. That is a fubjeét on which an
appeal to reafon, or to experiznce, would bz equally futile, Al that
is attempted is * To remind Gentlemen of the advantages in poffeffiony
and which it muft naturally be their fir/t objest to fecare.”

About eleven years fince there'was an extraordinary paflage -in
his majeity’s fpeech,—¢ The diligence and ardour with which you have



antered upon the confideration of the Britifb interefls in the Eaft Indies, are
wortky of your wifdom, Juftices and bumanity. To proteét the perfonsy -
and fortunes, of millions in thefe diftant re jons, and to combine our praf:
perity with their ba pin’eléc, are obfects 'wficb will amply repay the utmoft
Nabour and exertion”---"T o engage with diligence and ardour in pro-
tefting perfons and property, in the diftant regions of the earth, is
a work which the term Fuffice almoft degrades. I do not think
that the miere call of Fuflice can compel us to abandon our Ifland
and repair to 4fa, Africa, or the Wefi Indies, for fuch generous pur-
pofes. It ought to be claffed among the heroic virtues. It is an
ofter of confraternity of the moft;ftupendous nature; .and, when we
engage in It, will amply repay our utmoft labour and exertion, as
6¢ 3he combining our profperity with their bappinefs,” 18 2 tafk which,
when we effect it, will illuftrate our wifdom.

But there feems to bea great diffonance in the fpeechesof 1782 and
1793, though probably it may be not worth notlcing ; for, however
unityof place may be moft rigoroufly adhered to in this {pecies of
compofition, yet unity of defign may not be deemed fo effential. A

reat change in our phrafcology has fince 1782 taken place. Mr.
%undas’s plan is far more intelligible ; it feems to confiit merely in
fending fome perfons to India, to bring away three millions per
gnnum, or as much more as they can poflibly precure 3 and in
dividing this (fhall T call it plunder)among the various expectants ?
feems to confift the whole dificulty of the plan, But he does not
pretend to talk about Fuftice, Wifdom, Humanity, Protection, Prof-
 perity, and Happinefs; they now {mell too ftrongly of French prin-
ciples to be a ‘nitted as the ornaments of 2 fpeech ; they ars not
deemed requifite even as the paper and packthread, to tie up the
parliamentary manufacture. .

When Mr. Dundas tritely frates that the country governed had
advanced in profperity, he muft be fuppofed to mean that the coun-
try had been profperous for thofe who governed it, for furely he can-
not mean to infinuate that any part of India has advanced in prof-
perity fince it has been feized by us, becaufe there exifts too evi-
dent proof to the contrary. If it be true, let the important fa&t be
clearly and explicitly ftated ; that, indeed, would be an appeal to
experience, and bringing the difpute toa fair iffue. Strong and clear
is the evidence of the ha;l)pinefs of Afia at various periods, and under
various governments. It was not materially affeGted though con-
quered by the Mzhometans. The hartheft defpotifm they have ever
experienced is mild and benificent, compared with what they have
undergone fince under the domination of Englifhmen. Mr. Dundas
fays ““Lord Clive, the great founder of our territorial power, was greater
in the arrangements be made for geace than even in the witory of
‘Plaify.” Arrangements great indeed! The moment we pofiefled
the fovereignty the whole property of the land was feized on, every
Proprietor difpoflefl=d, and the whole nation put up to au&ion to
the beft bidder by the Englith. Not content with the whole pof-
feffion of the country, it was contrived, atone ftroke, todrain it o
gll its fpecie, by monopolizing its principle articles of confumption.
Thefe were dealt out to the people till all their effe@s were
extorted ; when thefe failed, the land became fpread with the dying



bodies of the inhabitants, and twice the number of inhabitants of

Great Britain fell by peftilence and famine, a facrifice to thefe
§reat arrangements, which were made by five members of the Britifh
egiflature.  But the calamities of India terminated not with extort-
ing the whole property of the inhabitants, for the taxes were in-
creafed and exa&ed when the means of paying them had ceafed,
The manufa@urers even cut off their thumbs, that they might not
be compelled to work without hire, tq fupply the company’s invelt-
ments. :

But probably Mr. Dundas, by advanced profperity, means only:
diminifthed horror, and that the plainsof Bengal have never fince
produced fuch arich harveft of death.—Granted.—T o deftroy twen-
ty million per annum of the inhabitants of a country containing
gfty, was a ratio of defolation that muft neceflarily decreafe. The
continuance of a violent difeafe deftroys the violence of its fymp-
toms. The vital ftream which, flows rapidly when firft opened,
‘muft'naturally decreafe, till it only falls in drops from the expiring
vi¢tim. 1 will grant that itis poffible that meafures lefs violent may
have been-fince adopted, becaufe their continuance would have de-
feated their obje&t. Thericheft country in the world, without in-
habitants, without circulation, and without fome degree of fecurity,
would become as worthlefs to the pofleflors as the Lybian fands.
But indeed, Mr. Dundas, to do him juftice, confiders the happinefs
or mifery of Afia, as fo perfe&tly beneath confideration in this affair, -
that he owns he fhould perfift in his prefent plan, Even though the
adminiflration o{ the company were fiil] attendedwith all the abufes that had
been formerly charged upon ity and that be fhould have prefered enduring
thefe abufes, 1f they admutted no other remedy.””* Indeed, the merit of this
‘heroic fortitude with which Mr. Dundas could endure the calamities
of India, when placed in oppofition to any advantages refulting.to
this country, may poflibly admit of fome abatement when we recol-
leé, that it does not appear. to require any prodigious portion of foi-
¢ifm, for a man in St. Stephen’s chapel to endure the calamities of
fifty millions of people in a diftant regions of the earth, efpecially if
he fhould happen to derive revenue and patronage from their mifer-
ies. ,Indeed, this great philopher can endure with equal fortitude al}
the calamities which we {pread over Africaand the Weit Indies, as
well as thofe of France.

But I muft now beg pardon of my readers for attempting to ridi-
cule or reprobate our pretences to govern India, as itis done by Mr,
‘Dundas himfelf, with a point and force which I will not pretend to
equal. When he talked of ¢ the advantages we derived from the fre—
fent [yflem,” when he ¢ reminded the houfe of the advantages aliually in
poffeffiomy” his addrefs was ferious and folemn, becoming the im-
portance of the fubject. He confidered it as intere/mg Iba;[”l;" Sy
and concluded very properly, ‘and ‘very emphatically, ¢ That thofe
advantages it would naturally be their FIRST objec? to }g,curt.” Having
drawn their attention to this important point, he, with great earneft-
nefs, labours there to confine it, anxioufly cautions them againft be-

“ing drawn afide to any other enquiry, than the important one, the
advantages we derived from the Jgrefent fyftem ; all beyond he treated .
P.y;in»fgeculation; and the ridiculous idea of our goveraing India,



fufhes fo forcibly on his mind, that the grave, elaborate, fententi-
pus ftatefman, becomes inftantly metamorphofd into a perfect Ra-
delais, and he entertains the houle with the following amufing a-d
inftru@ive faQy  foon after the acquifition of the dewanee (that 1s our
sfluming the government of India) a new fet of gentlemen were fent out
téfup_erintmd the government, and the court of judicature was ¢ftablifbed.

ly thefe ilntftmm, as well as by the old fervants ;f the company in India,
mary a:le 1eports were fent home;, and the noble ford, thén at the head of
adn:inifiration, /z{bmittm'_tbem to the confideration of ingenious men, 1n or=
der toform a digefl ]for the government of Bengal, the adminiftration of
Jufiice, the mode of letting land, &Fc. On no ose of the points fubnzitted to
them er:eld any tw of theje able men agres.” '

Had not_common fenfe, commen ruftice, and common bumanity, been
ftigmatized as French principles, fuiely the dedution from this fact
was p'.in ard obvious. 1 mean not to difpute that prodigious anX-
jety his m!jefty feels ¢ to protel? the perfors and fortunes of millions in
difiant (as well as neighbouring) regions 3 but when bis majefty’s
wifdom, and the wifdom of his minifters, affifted by the wifdom of
all the experienced fervants of the company, and of that noble lord
who, Mr. Dunda, tells us, was greater for thearrangements he made
for the government of the country, than even in founding our ter-

* yitorial power; nay, when all this wifdom, with the experience and
wfdom of the fet of gentlemen who were fent out by the witdom of
overnment, for the exprefs purpofe of inveftigating and fuperintend-
Ing, on the fpot, the government and jurifprudence of the countrys
and when this bundle of wifdom was combin.d with the wifdom of
all theingenious men at home, to whom the importaticn o wi{dom
from the eaft was fubmitted ; 1 do think, that whep this climax of
wifdom appeared to be fo inadequatc to the tafk, as that no two of
them could agree on the fubjet, his mujefty might, confiftently
with the fublimeft idras of juftice and humanity, have dcclined the
tafk of ¢ protefting the perfens of millions in diftant regions.” 1 would
fubmit it to the bench of tifhops, whether it could have been deem-
¢d crithincl in his majcfty, under fuch circum{tances, to have left
the inhabitants of diftant regions to their fate; nay, 1 would fubmit
it as a cale of confcierice, to our new friend the pope, w. ether it
would have been any more then2a vencal {in, ta bave left Hyder Al-
Jy and Tippoc Saib the undiftwibed pofleffion of the Myfore; at leaft
il there ¢xifted mo e clear and decifive evidence, than 1 have ever
Ket met with, of the advantage the perfons and property of the in-
abitznts of diftant regicns, derive from being taken under the pro-
teGtion of his majefty’s Chriftian {cepter.

Pofitly 1 may entcrtain erroneous ideas on this fubje&, owing to
unfortunately having never met with any document, ancient, or
modern, that proves the r.ecéfﬁty of his majefty’s taking the perfons
and property of milions in iftant regions under his pro.ection, or

the benefits they have derived from it: though my information has
been derived from Europeans, and not imme diately from the natives
themfelves. Evenin the reports of the committee of the Houfe of
Commors, I find painted, in the firongeft colours, the iniquity of e-
very meafure refpeéting our pretended government of India. ¢ The
great arrangements of lord Clive, thegreat founder of our territorial pow-



or,” 1find defcribed in thefe reports, as being of the blackeft dye.£
find charges of rapacity, treachery, and cruelty. Such was the
rigin of our power in Bengal. 1n another report, condu&ed under
the aufpices of Mr. Dundas, the oriiin of our quarrel with Hyder
Ally, which has now terminated, in ripping his fon of agreat part
of his dominionis; is very clearly traced ; our condu& is portrayed
4s wicked in the extreme, and that of Hyder’s as magnanimous,
juft, wife and prudent; nor does the unfortunate termination of the
war derogate at all from the qualities of his fucceflor. * Let Europe,
‘ll_ mean the contihent) if it can, produce an equal to either of them.

he happihefs of his dominions, nay even of the Canare, 2 conquered
country, is as ftrongly contrafted with the mifery and defolation
of the ]Y.'ngli(h domination, as the love and attachment which the in-
habitants, even of the countries he had conqueted, bore to Hyder
and his fucceffor, are contrafted with the horror and deteftation with
which the Englith are viewed in Afia. This deteftation, which
every falt,and every teftimony, proves, is tranimuted by Mr. Dxn-
das into the reverence the natives have for the Europeans, and which,
he fays, extends to their very dags, this reverencs he cautions us
carefully to prefeive; and their feems to be little danger of our dif-
regarding his admonition.

gForcibly to take three millions per annum from any people; and
carry it to a diftant country, will certainly fecure this kind of re-
verence from any nation on earth, becaufe it will infure theit mi~
fery. Whether the perfons fent from England to conduét this
bufinefs, which wechoofe to call government, ate fent by the King,
or the company, by Mr. Dundas, or by Jack Ketch, by a Bourd of
control, or by parliamentary commiffieners, is perfe@ly indifferent
to the people of Afia; nor, indeed, are the various fhades of truelty
which may bedifcriminated in conduing the procefs ofextractingthe
propérty of Afia for the emolument of England, a matter of any more
importance, than whetheran Englifh corfaire fhall murder g'or 10in
the hundred of his cargo; whether the furvivors fhall be burned with
aniron or a filver brand; or be ftarved, on an allowance of 10 or 12
pints of horfe-beans per week. The mere drawing three millions per
annum from her, that infure mifery to Afiay and clearly as Mr.
‘Dundas has defcribed the infatiable gulph into which the riches of
Afia is to be poured, he has as carefully avoided any inquiry into
the amplitude-of the fource.

Inftead of amufing us with ideas of the ithmenfe annual income
to be drawn from Afia, and inftead of idle difcuffions as to remote
arrangements of its difpofitionin England, there was aline of ar-

ument he might have taken, in which he might have proceeded on
fure ground. Had he made an enquiry into the circulating or hoard-
ed treafures of thofe countries of which he had the poffeffion; that
treafure he might certainly reckon on as our own; and ‘we might
take fuch mea%ures as to our wifdom might feem expedient, for
tranfporting it to this country; but there out depredationis muft ne-
ceflarily terminate, for, as the circulating medium is withdrawn
from the country, the real riches, the induftry of the inhabitants,
and the riches of its {oil, become inutile. The people muft abaa-
don it, or fall a facrifice to peftilence and famine, The land we



may then abandon to tygers and ferpents, our revenue muft ceafe;
ﬁq! we have no refource, but to feck out frefh fources of. plunder
in new conquefts.

That a large permanent revenue can ever be drawn from India is
impoflible, even admitting every precaution be adopted ; let us fup-
pote that the antient taxes of Bengal had been adhered to, inftead
of being quadrupled ; admitting no monoplies had been formed;
that property-had been fecured; that the perfons whom we fent to
India had clear heads and clean hands; in fhort, let us fuppofe
our condu& refpeting India to be exa&ly the reverfe to what it has
been, and that we merely confine ourfelves to remiting to Europe,
that antient; moderate, revenue, which had ever been levied by
the native princes. It might then be faid, has not the country ever
flourifhed under thefe taxes, thefe laws, and thefe regulations ¥
true—and ftill would it have flourithed, becaufe the afleliments le-
vied by the fovereigns again returned among the people, and con-
ftituted the circulating medium of the country; but you have with-
drawn it never toreturn. No analogy can be drawn between the
effects of levies returned into the circulation of a country, and wher
withdrawn from it. For inftance, let us fuppofe the emprefs of
Ruffia thould take a fancy to eradicate French principles from this
ifland, and fhould take pofleflion of it for that purpofe, and fome
Ruffian Mr. Dundas fhould opena Britith budget at St. Peterfburgh:
but ftay, I will not fuppofe him a Mr. Dundas; becaufe I will not
fuppofe, what I cannot believe, that her imperial majefty of all the
Ruffias will treat us, or any other people, as we treat thofe over
whom we exercife dominion, or as we have treated our fifter king- *
dom. Iwill not fuppofe that {he will grant a charter to authorife
fome, and prohibit all”"the reft of her {ubjeéts from trading to the
richeft and moft confiderable nations of the earth ;—that when thefe
wretches, under her authority, {hall have been treated kindly, and
enjoyed great advantages and privileges, from the mildnefs and be-
nificence of the fovereigns, the thould fortify their factories, and
garrifon them with troops {rom Ruffia;—that, when thefe fortifica-
tions, and their hoftile afpect, fhould at length give umbrage to the
fovereigns of the country, and they fhould forbid them to increafe
their fortifications, or military enteprizess- thofe very meafures and
precautions, which the duty the fovereigns of the countries owed
their fubjeéts, fhould be deemed a fufficient plea for attempting to
ufurp the dominion; that deftitute of force to effect this purpofe,
they fhould refort to the moft villanious artifices, intriguing with
the fervants to betray the {overeign, and weakening the government
by repeated fcenes of revolt, fhould at length ufurp it to themfelves,
diflolving not merely all the bonds of government, but all the pro-
perty in the land, and range the country till it was one fcene of de-
folation, covered with - the dead bodies of the inhabitants; that
the fhould fuffer this feries of outrage, yet make fucha defpicable
mockery of juftice, as to rangle for a divifion of the (ﬁgoil, while
fhe pretended to cenfure 2 few particular faéts, in this 2 emblage of
crimes, from whence was derived the plunder at which the was
grafping. That {he fhould drefs out a court of juitice, with all the
frippery of a theatre, to fqueeze returning pachas, and difpence



an heterogenus mixture of cenfure and honour for the fime {peciew
of crime:; and then, to eonclude the fcene, that it thould be confi-
dered amongft her minifters asa very good joke, that notwo’per=
fons could agree in the means of reftoring fome fpecies of order
“and government into the chaotic defolation they had occafionedy
and that this fhould be alledged as a reafon for felling them to jews
and jobbers for 500,000 per annum. I fay, 1 will not fuppofe fhe
will ever be thus guilty, becaufe 1 believe fome fenfe of honour,
fome dignified pride, generally accompanies the poffeffion of fu-
preme urlimited authority, and that the loweft degradation of the
human character will ever be found, where power is jivided and
contefted, like the Grand Seignor overawed by his Janiffaries, or a
Monarch controled by popular affemblies, or other kinds of mixe

_or confufed governments, I will then fuppofe that fhe treats
us with that fpecies of dignified oppreflion which becomes a great fo~
vereign ; that fhe fuffers us to retain our laws apd ourcuftoms; pre-
ferves all the foundations of property, nay, remits us half our cufto-
mary taxes, either to pay the nation’s creditors, or to be difpofcd of
by Mr. Payne in national bounties, and requires only half our ufuak
taxes to be remitted to Ruffia. Here is a plan, mild and benefi-
cent, when compared to Mr. Dundas’s; now will Mr. Fenkinfon, be-
fore he begins his operations upon India, alk his father how many
years, he apprehends, the great, the rich, the inexhauflible England
eould bear this drain.

W hen Mr. Dundas contends that a plan is warranted by experientzy -
againft which the experience of every age and nation militates, he
pours fovereign contempt on his audience. He prefumes they are ig-
norant of the hiftory of this, and of every other country; or he
would not have dared to affert that 2 diftant dependent dominion i9
permanent or valuable. The Portuguefe have preceded us in our
enterprize; can fhe bear witnefs—will Spain bear teftimony to the
value of a colony, which though yielding an inexhauftible re-
venue, yet is it a fource of mifery and weaknefs to the parent ftate, ,
Mr. Dundas well knows that experience will warrant no intercourfe -
between nations, but the intercourfe of fair and legitimate com-
merce; experience teftifies that all other is ruinous as it is wicked ; yet
he feems to treat with contempt the idea of increafing our exports
to India, and boldly tells us, not to rifk the folid advantagey we pof-
fefs, in purfuit of commercial fpeculations; ridicules the idea o
finding cuftomers for our principal manufaétures in that half of the
world between the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Hora, though the
records of parliament prove the eagernefs with which the trade wasg
purfued, even in times far lefs qualified for fuch enterprizes than
ithe prefent. He knows that privateradventurzrs offered to treble
the exports of the company, and to fupply government with faltpe-
tre much under the company’s price. He knows that India prefents _
fuch a fource of commercial enterprize, that all our fevere laws can- -
not prevent Englith capitals being employedyinforeign bottoms, to a
much greater extent than the whole commerce of the company;
yet he has the boldnefs to fay that the hopes, formed of the limited

eviment be bas introducedinta his plan, will fail; which indeed may
prebably be the cafe; as himfelf and the company have, certainlyy



fufficient power in India to fecarea. mifcartiage. Thus ¢onfrary
all experience is this plan formed, though on the very ground of -
experience he pretends to_recommeng,it.

Contemptibly as Mr. Dundas may treat our India Commerce, and
all attempts at increafing it, when compared with the folid and im-
portant advantages we now derive from India; he vyet thinks it
‘worth while to drefs it out with fome pomp, and, ftrange to tell, he
even boafts of the compiany employing 81,000 tons of fhipping.
Surely it was unneceffary to remind us of the company hiring twice
the quantity of thipping that was neceffary, paying twice the valuey
and breaking up the fhips without wearing tflem out that new ones
might be built ; but why did he not inform the Houfe, that, thefe
81,000 tons of Jhipping had been empliyed in defiance of an aft of the
legiflature, paffed at the wvery time when Mr. Dundas himfelf held an
high office ini the navy department, that the a& ftates this very falt
which. Mr. Dundas brings forward with applatfe to his ignorant
auditors; to be * an unneceffary confumption of Qak Timber fit for the
royal navy.” Mr. Dundas then tells us of the immen{e rmports of
the company, and tremblés left a concern of fuch magnitude thould
_be deranged by innovation. I fuppofe he muft mean, that is, if he
has any meaning, that we fhould leave off drinking tea, or at leaft
that we fhould have no tea to drink, if it were not for an Honourable
Eaft India Company; bt really if this evil were certain, 1 cannot fee
it to be fo very terrific: nay, fhould the ladies throw away their
fhawls and the gentlemen their wangees, T do not think it would
quite ruin poor old England, even though the duties on them amount
to a million per annum. At lengith he comes a little mote to the
point, and tells us, this commerce is a vent- for Englilh manufac-
tures to the value of a million per annum. That thofe who ate juft
come from counting the rollos at a gaming table, or cafting up their

rivate accounts, and have no ideas beyond them, fhould ftare at
Eeing told of a whole million of money 15 probable, but they ought
to have been told, that, the exclufre trade of the company comprifes
that of almoft balf the globe, including the richeft and mofi populous
countries ; that yet this MILLION is not near a tythe of our exports, that
does not egual even that to Holland or Germany = and they ought to have
recollefied the contempt with which the fale of our manufallures to France,
10 the amount of @ MILLION, was lately freated, when it was brought
in competition with the inexpre(fible pleafure of cuiting the throats of its
inbubitants. . /

Admitting that we fubdue all the native princes of India, admit-
ting that Lord Macartney may enable us to ufurp the dominion of’
China, that the Emprefs of Ruffia guarantees them, and that all the
powers in Europe and Americ fuffer their commeree to lie at the
mercy of our India Company, yet ftill will the fccur;np of vur India
goﬂ'cﬂions infure the lofs of them to this country. ‘The Englith in

ndia will then no longer remit three millions per annum. No
acknowledgement can be then expe&ed from them beyond & bur/r, or
a fate=bed, or a prefent to the India Minifter. FINIS.
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A Defence of the War againft
JIN viewing the oppofite opinions of mankind, it
will ‘generally be found, that thofe variances

ufually refult from the difference of the original
principles we adopt, or on which we a&, rather than -
from any error in the deduétions from thofe princi-

les. In contemplating the wonderful adventures in
which, for a Century paft, we have been engaged,
fome are apt to fufpect an univerfal derangement of
intelle®, confidering our ifland as one vaft hofpital
of incurable lunatics. And, perhaps, appearances
might warrant the conclufion. But, | believe, on in-
veftigation it will be found, that fuppofitions fo de-
rogatory to our national character can refult only
from the ignorance of the principles on which we
a@. Let thofe principles be afflumed, and the whole
of our conduét refpecting Africa, the Weft Indies,
the Eaft Indies, and France, will prefent to our view '
a wonderful uniformity.

To the honour of the nation it may be recorded,
that, perhaps, no meafurc was ever adopted with'a
more univerfal approbation than the war againft
France. Iadeed, it would have been ftrange if it had
not. Tt naturally refulted from principles fo ftrongly
ard univerfally inculcated; as to become almoft as
if they had been innate. A hatred of the French we
all imbibed in our earlieft infancy. Every fource of
our ideas was impregnated with the laudable princi-

le. It was the only fubject on which all parties, all
religions, all claffes amongft us, agreed. To be an
Englifaman was to be an Antigallican, The ‘Whig
Dr. Price, taught us from the pulpit, that the
‘French were our natural enemies;” and the Tory
Dr. Fobnfon, with an accuracy »becoming his charac«
ter, ‘afks ¢ What can you expe(t from a people that
eat frogs?” All our writers tell us how defpicable
and fuperficial are their authors, and every cobler
can inform us, that one Englifhman is as good as

three Frenchmen,
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Thefe juft and accurate fentiments very for-
tunarely combining with recent events, it.necded
not the eloquence of Mr. Burke to excite a univesfal
wifh for the extirpation of a people equally the ob-
jeds of our hatred and contempt. The defpicable
wretches dared to with for freedom. Jmpudent pre-
fumption! Slavery and wooden fhoes were their juft
portion ! Tt became them to have known that Li-
berty was the Englifpman’s birth-right, and a fong
would have informed them, that it was Britons who
« pever would be Slaves.” But the monfters had
the profligate wickednefs to put their King to death,
for the trifling offences of confpiring with foreign
powers againit his country, and ordering his guards
to fire on and maffacre ten thoufand of his unarmed
fubje&ts! This was, undoubtedly, a grofs infult on
the Britifh nation. She had hitherto ftood folely and
peculiarly dittingnifthed for bringing a Monarch to
the fcaffold, profcribing his fucceffor, and pronounc=
ing a fentence of baftardy on———Here thzn the
French daringly infulted us, by prefuming, in fome
degree, to imitate our deeds; and, with matchlefs
impudence, ventured to purloin a fmall portion of
our crimes.

However properly, and however univerfally, the
defire of extirpating thefe monfters might prevail
amongft us, yet the fact, however difgraceful, is too
notorious to be concealed, that there were fome
amongft us who were {o loft to thofe fentiments be-
coming Englifhmen, as to be averfe to ftarving, or
extirpating, the French; nay, they even fcrupled
not toexprefs their wifh that they fhould be left un-
difturbed in the pofieflion of the liberty they had ob-
tained. It is true, indeed, that the number of thefe
defpicable wretches was very inconfiderable, and
they were looked on with becoming contempt ; by
thofe amongft us who poffeffed elevated minds, be-
coming the people of 3 great nation. And, [ truft
J fhall not be deemed cenforious, when 1 declare
that 1 do not believe that there was 2 fingle indi-
yidual amongft us who was averfe to the war againit
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France,. but might jSﬂly be deemed an enemy to
our excellent conftitution in Church and State, be-
caule | know of no principle on which the war
againft France can be reprobated, but will equally
apply to the whole fyftem of our conduét.!

Political leaders labour under difadvantages pe-
culiar to their fituation. On all but political fubjeéts
the difputants are at full liberty to bring forward
their whole ftore of arguments: Statefinen, on the
contrary, are in, general, neceffitated to conceal their
true motives; and, when called on for explanations
- and defence, it is only fictitious ones, adapted to
temporary purpofes, which we have any reafon to
expet. The true motives and reafons always lie
hidden deep in the recefles of the cabinet; and they
may be folid and confiftent, however weak, pueriley
and inconfiftent, thofe may be with which they are .
neceflitated to fill their {peeches, their declararions,
and their memorials, [s it any impeachment of the
underftandings of the great charaéters who adorn
the Treafury bench in St. Stephen’s Chapel, for them
to tell their audience that mifery, anarchy, and ruin,
have overfpread the unhappy country of France,
that there is no fuch thing as property exifting, and
that, unlefs we reftore the Clergy, and Nobles, to
their ancient rights, the land and property of Eng-
land will become of no value? [s it derogatory to
the fplendid abilities of Lord Hawkefbury, for him to
order his fon to tell the Houfe of Commons, that it
is both practicable, and indifpenfibly necefiary, for
us to march to Paris, and deftroy the Jacobin Club?
No! Thefe men defpife the noufenfe they deem it
expedient to adopt, and all that it proves is—the
ideas they entertain of the audience they thus addrefs:
as the Clergy deem it no difgrace to fubmit to all
the mummery of a religion they dcfpife, for the va-
luable end of preferviag the authority and dignity of
their order. . .

Hence, in defending the war againft France, | am
not, by any means, bound to adopt any of thofec mo-
tives or arguments, which have in the courfe of it.



tseen thrown out to amufe the ignorant, and which
have regularly been difclaimed, as foon as they have
effe@ed the temporary purpofe for which they were
intended. No longer is it requifite to fuppofe our
Minifters to have been (o frantic as to plunge us in
a war, becaufe we were permitted t0 fend our manu-
falures up the Scheldt, for however loudly it might
have been vociferated, and however ftrongly infifted
on as the oftenfible and juﬁiﬁablc ground of war, we
are now told, in the fublime and beautiful language
of Mr. Burke, that it was as defpicable as a difpute
about a pifs-pot. And we now confider the death of
the King of France merely as a fortunate circum-
ftance, which happily produced a more perfet zeal
and unanimity amongft us in profecuting a war
which hadbeen long ardently fought for,from motives
which would have been equally powerful though
Louis XVT. never had exifted. Tt is now avowed,
that the real motives for our war againft France,
originated in the French prefuming to change their
former government. The fincerity of our wifbes for
the fuccefs of Jo difficult and fo interefting an undertak=
ing,” is no longer alledged. We treat with con-
tempt every diftin@ion relating to the different par-
ties, and events, which have taken place. The
caufe of the war, the danger to this country, exifted
« from the firft period, when bis moft Chriftian Majefly
bad called bis people around bim; 10 Jjoin in concerting
meafures for their common bappinefs.” 'The apparent
neutrality, which for four years we obferved, is now
confidered with regret ; and Mpr. Dundas takes fhame
t0 himfelf and his colleagues, that they were not fo
quick fighted as M. Burke, in perceiving the danger,
which refulted to this country, from the firft dawn
of freedom in France. Tt is now deemed expedient
to apologize t0 that illuftrious Senator, for any ti-
midity (not reluGance) which may have appeared in
~ adopting his early, and earneft, advice—of exserm=
ination, or eternal War.
Asthe obfcurity, in which it has been deemed ex~
pedient to involve this fubject, has in fome degree
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been done away ; as the view, in which T ever con-
fidered it, begins to be unveiled to the public, T have
prefumed to prefent myfelf as a champion in its de-
fence. And T mean to contend, That it js highly
becoming this nation, to exert all the energy of the
ftate, to prevent France, Poland, or any other con-
fiderable nation in Europe, from adopting any alter-
ation in their Government, or Laws, which may
meliorate and improve the circumftances of the peo-
ple, or remove thofe defe&s in their Governments,
which impede their Manufactures, Trade, Agricul-
“ture, and General Happinefs—That on our prevent=
irg the removal of thofe defects in their Govern-
ments, and our fubverting their rifing happincfs,
depends the very exiftence of every thing which
peculiarly diftinguifhes us amongft Nations.—That
it becomes us to perfevere, with a zeal proportioned
to the importance of the caufe, affured thatin aban-
doning it we expofe our religion, the adminiftration
of our laws, the great fyftem of vur commerce, nay
our well balanced government, the wonder and - the
 dmiration of the world ! to certain and irreparable
ruin. So faf from wanting fuccefs, | mean to con-
tend that we have been eminently fuccefsful in our
defign, H not equal to our wifhes, yet fully adequate
to any reafonable expectation we could have formed,
—That our fuccefs, fo far from furnithing a motive
for peace, oughtonly to incite us to a farther profe-
cution of the war ; as whether fuccefsful, or unfuc-
cefsful, it never can be abandoned, without aband-
oning every thing which is the pride and boaft of
Englifhmen. '

But, previous to the difcuffion of thefe propofi-
tions, | muft beg leave to_fubmit a preliminary one
of the firft importance, that is, what thadow of right
have we to difcufs them at all ? Theright of making
war the wifdom of our anceftors has lodged folely
in the crown; and is it not to be inferred that the
crown is the fole and proper judge, and that every
fubje&, in prefuming to judge of it, and, in confe-
quence of fuch judgment, attempting to coatrol,
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impede, or in any fhape prevent, the crown engaging
in, or profccuting any war, is guilty of an attempt
againft the prercgatives of his majefty ? and, if trea-
~ fon be not limited to attempts againft the perfon of

the fovereign, but extends to the regal rights, it fol-
lows, that to arraign thofe rights, or attempt to in-
cite the people to impede the fovereign in the free
and undifturbed exercife of thofe rights, muft be far
more indifputably treafon, than any attempt againft
the novel and undefined right of an affembly called a
Houfe of Commons. No true friend to the princi-
ples of our glorious.Revolution can with to entrench
on this prerogative. It was particularly fecured to
the crown by the Bill of Rights. The prerogative
of leading us to flaughter, feems, according to Bifhop
Burnet, to have been the principal motive that in-
duced our glorious Deliverer to refcue us from Po-
pery, Slavery, and Wooden Shoes; for it feems that
on our proving fomewhat reftive, he was with dif-
ficulry perfuaded from abandoning us to the Pope,
the Devil, and the Pretender.  Indeed the vefting
this prerogative irtirely, and unreftrained, in the
Monarch became peculiarly proper, when a So-
yereign with foreign poffeflions was placed on the
throne. The particular intereft of thofe foreign
pofeffions might call for a war injurious to this
country, and ought not the Prince to be left to- his
free uncontroled choice 7 would it not be a violation
of the firft principles of juftice, were we to expeét
him to attend to our fentiments on the fubje&, who
muft neceffarily be liable to be biaffed by our parti-
cular interelt 2 His prefent Majefty is the common
Father of all his fubje@s, Hanoverizn, and Englifh,
Proteftants, Irith Catholics, Mungrel Canadians,
African Negroes, Muffulmen, Gentoos, and the
people of the South Sea Jflands, which Captain Cook
took pofleflion of in his Majefty’s name; and fhall
we, from among this motley group, expeét to have
pur opinions attended to, merely becaufe his Majefty
does us the honour of refiding amongft us in pre-
ference to his other’ dominions?—Tc is indecq



alledged that thc—prerogagvc of making war is but
nominally in the Crown, as the Houfe of Commons
poffefs the means which are requifite to conduét ir.
This might, poffibly, have been the cafe formerly, as
we find a Parliament defiring Charles I. to declare
war, and then laughing at him, and_refufing to fur-
nith money 'to carry it on, But this was too great
2 {olecifm to be fuffered to continue at the Revolu-
tion. From that period the Crown has poffeffed all
the means of war, a regular military force, enlifted
for life, fworn to fubmit to articles of war framed by
the Crown. On declaring war, the Englifh troops
may be fent abroad, and foreign introduced in their
room to preferve order, and to pay thefe troops the
whole furplus revenue, amounting to feveral millions,
is at the difpofal of the crown; befides raifing
money by Tallies, Debentures, Navy Bills to any:
extent, which the government ever fince the revolu-
tion have regularly practiced.. When Mr. Pitt came
into power he found twenty millions of unfunded
debt, raifed without any authority of Parliament
whatever; and this very feffions a bill has been paf-
fed binding Parliameat to difcharge Navy Bills, al-
though iffued without their previous authority. But
were we to admit Mr. Wyndbam’s do&rine, that the
Royal prerogatives are to be exercifed under the
fan&tion of the Houfe of Commons, fuppofing this
right of making war to be banded about between the
Council Chamber and St. Stephen’s Chapel, or fup-
pofe it to be divided between them, yet {till ic may
be afked, what right can the people have to interfere?
whether power fhifts from the Barons and Clergy to
the Monarch, or from the Monarch to the lower
Houfe of Parliament, y¢t no portion of it ever de-
volved upon the people; and it approximates to
Treafon to contend that it ever ought. What im-

ertinence then muft ic be, for any individual to in-
terfere in any part of the government of a country,
as to which the whole body of them have not the
leatt concern. Theiglorious Queen Elizabeth, and
Solomon her fucceffor, very properly, therefore,
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checked this prefumption, by telling us that it did
not become fubjets to take upon them to judge of
affairs of State, or prefume to talk of what So-
vereigns might do in the plenitude of their
power.

As this war is fo completely defenfible on Arifto-
cratic, it is no lefs fo on Democratic principles, Let
us fuppofe Citizens Ricamonp and Paine ranfacked
allthe Gin-fhops to form a National Convention, can
it be doubzed, but that a propofal for extirpating
the French would be clamouroufly adopted; and if
there be any meaning in thefe Whig principles, it
mult be, that the minority are bound to coencur in,
and fupport, the refolutions of the majority, how
profligate foever they may be, and even though they
may poiiefs the means of preventing the profiigate
meafures of the majority being carried into_effeét.
Hence, - were the war ever fo abfurd, and indefenfible
in itfelf, yet can no Tory object to i, as it evidently
flowed from Royalty, the proper fource of war; nor
can any Whig objec to it, as it has been fanttioned
by the majority of the people, and if Vox Populi Vox
Dei be true, and I never heard its truth denied, it
then alfo follows, that this war has in a peculiar
~manner received ftill fuperior fanétion to that either

of the King or the people.

Having fully proved the rightful origin of this
war, on principles which all parties amongft us muft
admit, 1 might herelay down my pen with triumph ;
and I muft infift that proceeding a fingle ftep further
in my argument, muft be confidered as being per-
fe&tly ex Gratia. Nay, 1 muft acknowledge, that I
fcarcely know how to apologize for the daring pre-
fumption of -difcuffing the merits of a queftion,
which the conftitution has wifely afligned to be folely
judged of by one individual, doubtlefs on the prin-

ciple that he alone is the fit proper and competent

judgeofit. I even doubt whether even a- zealous
defence may not be a crimie.  1f the purity of my
intentions be pleadable in my defence, more than

‘Gulliver's was, when, with an ignominious ftream,
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he extinguithed the ﬂamesgwhich threatened déftruce
tion to the fuperb palace of the illuftrious Emperor
‘of Lilliput, it*can only be owing to the fuperior
mildnefs of our laws, and the peculiar tendernefs
with which they are, at the prefent period, adminif-
tered. Some have pretended to_difpute the right of
~our interfering in the internal affairs of France, but
M. Pitt very truly tell us, that itisa pradtice juf-
tified by the greateft writers, and by the condutt of
the beft of Princes, in the beft of times. Indeed, the
authorities are fo numerous that J am pnzzled 10 fe-
le&t them. The celebrated Grotius is clear on the
fubje@. Did not {fays he, Hercules go about the
world to deftroy Monfters 27 and ne might have ad-
ded fo did Don Quixote. 1f then, Hercules, the Demia
God, went about the world to deftroy Monfters,
furely the Kings of Europe, who are deemed Gods
Vicegerents on Earth, have a right to deftroy the
Jacobin Monflers at Paris. But, certainly, no friend
to our glorious Revolution can object to the inter-
ference of one country with the internal concerns of
anothers Did not the immo-tal Wiiliam come over
with 1%,000 Dutch troops to interfere in our internal
concerns ? Did he not go over to Ireland, and inter-
fere with her concerns? Did he not interfere with
the internal affairs of Germany, and procare a ninth
“Ele&orate to be created, but which for him would
never have been thougut of ? and did he not plot the
partition and difpofition of the whole Spanith Mo-
narchy ? Did not that great Prince George I. fend a
flcet to Sweden, and Ruffia, and compel them to
fign the quadruple Alliance? and does not his
prefent Majefty interfere with the internal affairs of
Indoftan, and of Africa? All thefe inftances relate,
merely to the right of interfering in the affairs of
countries with whom you are at peace, folely on the
‘ground that it is your intereft.to interfere : but with
refpedt to France we are in a ftate of war. Some ig-
‘porantly fuppofe, that even a ftate of war only au-
thorifes a reparation of the injury for ‘which the war
was commenced, but Mr. Pitt very properly afks us,
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whetherin any war w(c ever regarded the caufe of
quarrel as the ground of peace? The right of war
“clearly includes a right of adopting every meafure
which intereft, which ambition, or which cruelty,
can fuggeft. My, Burke very juftly obferves, that no
-Tyrant, no favage Conqueror, ever filled up the
meafure of cruelty which every writer on the Law of
Nations has allowed them. Certainly not. Let us,
-for inftance, examine the mild Whig philofopher
Mpr. Locke. He defines a ftate of war to be ¢ 4 fate
of enmity and defiruition;” that it is “a flate of
enmity, malice, wviolence, and mutual deftruction,” and
fays he, you may treat your enemies ‘‘ as a beaft of
#7ey ;> That we had a juft caufe of war againit
France even Mr. For admits, and Mr. Locke then
grants that you may treat them as beafts of prey,
you may treat them with enmity and malice. Every
thing fhort of extermination and deftruction is kind-
nefs, favour, and abandonment of your juft right.
I is abfurd for Mr. For to fay, that we badajult
ground of war, but the ground done away we now
purfue it on unjoftifiable principles, or for a criminal
- purpofe. This is impofiible, for, once commenced,
1t is according to Mr. Locke, to be purfued and con-
duéted with malice, violence, and deftruttion; for he
defines fuch to be its very nature. It is certainly
_fomething extraordinary, that any fhould venture to
promulgate a fingle fcruple as to the lawfulnefs of
extirpating our natural enemies, the French. It is
too fatal a proof of the prevalence of French princi-
ples amongft us. Why are we fo faftidious on a fud-
den? are we ftartled at the idea of extermination ?
has not the extermination of the Rohillas, after full
inveftigation, been fanétioned by the Britith Parlia- .
ment 2 and have not more fell in the Eaft Indies,
during his prefent Majefty’s reign, thanis propofed
to be maflacred in France? Nay, have not more mil- .
lions been exterminated from Africa than the whole
population’ of France amounts to ! Yet both the
people of Africa and Indoftan were fo far
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from being our natural enemies, that the moft frantic
imagination could not fuggeft the idea. But if the
French partizans infift on our treating them with
greater tendernefs than we have Africa or Indoftan,
will it be pretended that they are intitled to better
treatment than our fifter Kingdom, Ireland? Under’
the glorious Queen Elizabeth, the Poet Spenfer pro-
pofes, « That a Proclamation be made for the Irith
to fubmit themfclves in twenty days. Tf they did
not come in on this firft fummons, T would have
none received, but left to their miferable end, being
kept from manurance, by hard reftraint, they would
quickly confume themfelves and devour one another.”
He ftates the proceedings in Mucfter, as an exam-=
ple, « Notwithftanding that the fame was a moft
rich and plentiful country, full of corn and cattle,
yet, ere onc year and a half, they were brought to fuch
wreichednefs as that out of every corner of the woods
and glens they came forth creeping on their hands,
for their legs would not bear them ; they looked like
anatorhies of death, they fpoke like ghofts, crying
out of their graves, they did eat the dead carrions,
happy were they could find them, yea, and oae ano-
ther foon after, infornuch as the very carcafes they
fpared not to fcrape out of their graves—in a fhurt
{pace there were none almoft left and a moft populous
and plentiful country fuddenly left void of man and
beatt.” Comparirg thefe laudable proceedings with
our recent tranfactions in Bengal will prove the unt-
formity of our national charater, and furely remove
any fqueamifh fcruples as to the vigorous meafures
which it may be expedient for us to purfue refpecting
France. When we talk of exterminating the people
of that unhappy country, fome are apt to atk, whe-
ther we can fpare hands to cut all their throats? fot
taking the population at twenty feven millions, and
foppofing we kiil a thoufand a day, it will take 85
years and 3 months to deftroy them ; unlefs, asicis
2 work of neceflity, the Bithops may allow it to be
done on the Sabbath, 1n which cafe it may be com-
pleated in feventy four years, but let us not ciii-
! °
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nate the progrefs of the work of death by the inar-
“tificial modes adopted by the petty dealersin this
trafic. When on an extenfive fcale, it, like all
other large manufactures, is capable of great im-
provements. As eafily as a Sarab Malcolm could
" murder three or four, we can deftroy as many thou-
fands ; and in as fmall a fpace of time as a Brownrigg
could ftarve half a dozen children, a whole country
may be deftroyed by famine. Indeed, famine feems
to be the moft expeditious and eligible mode of de-
. firuétion, and it feems to be a mede peculiarly
Britith. In the total defolation of Munfter, Spenfer
fays, < All perithed by the extremity of famine.”
¥n the year 1749, it was a matter of univerfal la-
mentation, that the danger to which Holland and
Hanover were expofed, neceflitated us to make

ce at the eritical moment, when the failure of the
French harveft would have produced a famine, and
deftroyed our natural enemies. And no fooner had
we pofleffion of Bengal than, in the courfe of a few
‘months, it is faid, three Members of the Britith Le-
giflature, with a few affiltants, feized the crop of the
country, and, by an artificial famine, deftroyed, it is
faid, a greater number of the inhabitants than the
whole population of England amounts to: much then
15 it to be lamented that our laudable exertions to
ftarve the French have not hitherto been crowned
with fuccefs; but, furely, we may now entertain the
moft fanguine hopes. The advocates for exterminat-
#ion and eternal war have, at length, affumed the di-
se&ion. Mr. Pitt always faltered, and hefitated, as
to the objeft and mode of conducting the war: but a
Barke, a Wyndbam, and a Mansfield, never could be
mifunderftood. Fielding tells us, that it is a {lander
‘on the devil to fay he leaves his friends in the lurch;
his half, his doubtful {riends, only he abandons ; may
we not hope then, that, with more than human af-
filtance, the new triumvirate will prove fuccefsful?
“When the Lilliputian Statefinen refolved to ftarve
their natural enemy Gulliver, they iffued a declara-
tion proving how infinitely the fentence fell fhort of
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his offence, and hoping he would fubmit without 3
murmur to the mild decree. And may not Mr.
Burkre's Rhetoric, which operated fo powerfully ia
convincing the Freach .t was better to be loyal thea
" 10 be free, be now difplayed, with equal zeal, and
equal fuccefs, in perfuading that miferable subappy
people, that, in ftarving them, we kindly propofe, a
deliverance from all their mifery, a cure for ail their
forrows? May not the logic of Mr. Wyndbam proves
that, had the French as many lives as a Cat, they
have forfeited them all, and that in taking them on-
ly once we abandon a large portion of our rights?
He will prove, from Grotius that we may deftroy
them as Monflers; from Locke that being enemies we
may deftroy them as wild beafts ; from the Canonifts
that they may be putto death for facrilege; from Lord
Auckland’s Memorial that they may be killed as Re-
gecides ; and from Milton, Locke, Furneaux, and all
our Whig writers on toleration, that they ought to
be exterminated from fociety as dtheifis or Papifts.
" In deftroying them by famine we adopt the neatef
and moft elegant mode, we do not, like Lady Macbeth
{oil our fingers, with blocd. Nay we may deny hav-
ing killed them at all ; thus we do not fay that we
ma/facred fo many millions in Tndia but that fomany
millions died of famine ; by which notable contriv=
ance we have not only the pleafure of deftroving our
fellow creatures, but the additional fatisfation
imputing our deeds to heaven, or, if it {uits our
purpoft, to thofe whom we deftroy ; as Spenfer tells
us that the famine by which the people of Munfter’
pcri{hed, ¢« They themfelves had wrought,” becauife
they were ¢ Stout and obftinate rebels, fuch as will
never be made dutiful and obedient.” Indeed it is
obfervable that where ever the Englith have gone,
whether into Ireland, Afia, or the Weft Indies, fa-
_mine conftantly follows their footfteps = but itisa
famine in which no Englifhman ever fuffered, the na-
tives only are the victims. 1 will not then relin-
qui(h the hope that, under the aufpices of our new
Minifters, we fhall fucceed in deftroying the French
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by famine and peftilence. Jf we can maintain the
‘dominion of the Sea, which, we are told, is our 7a-
tural dominion, may we may not prevent foreign fup-
plies ? and, by continued defcents on their coafts,
deftroy their villages and their crops? appearances
feem to indicate fuch to be the plan of our new Mi-
nifters, and will not every true born Englithman with
them fuccefs 2—One only objection occurs to me, as
peftilence naturally accompanies famnine, can the
former like the latter, be limitsd to Fran:e ? will not
twenty feven millions of putrid carcafes {pread a ge-
neral contagion through Europe? Certainly T mean
it; for, as the obje® of the war is to eradicate
French principles, to exterminate the people of France
only will prove extremely inadequate to this im-
portant end. The gangrene of Jacobinifm, we are
told, is fpreading rapidly and widely through Eue
rope; and, furely, our ftate Surgeons are not fo ig-
norant, or {o negligent, as to confine their operation
to France. ‘The proceedings in Poland, and in Scot-
land, prove that tney are not; and afford the pleaf-
ing hope that the vigour of their exertions will be
commenfurate to the excent of the danger—a danger
from which famine and peitilence can alone give us
any well founded expeftation of deliverance. The
fword, however fuccefsful, is but little adapred to
root out Jacobinifm. Tts progrefs, in deftruétion, is
too {low. It roufes to refiftance, inflames the paffions,
promotes difquifition, and invigorates the mind.
Peftilence and famine produce the contrury effetts;
Their havoc is not only more rapid, and extenfive,
than the moft deftruétive war, but the furvivors na-
turally fink into an abjet ftate, well fitted to receive
any yoke which may be impofed. Under fuch cira
cumftances, the combined Monarchs, if they can but
agree amongft themf{elves, may arrange Europe, nay
the world itfelf, according to their wills,  For, when
Jacobinifm fhall be effettually eradicated from Eu-
rope, it will certainly not be difficult to root it out
from amongft three or four millions of people in
North America. The terror and diftrefs of an univerfal
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peftilence, may produce etfects as powerful, and as
favourable, as an irruption of Goths and Vandals :
Arts, Commerce and Literature, may be involved in
common ruin ;, and Mr. Burke’s withes may be gra-
tified, "in carrying us back to the ftate of thofe
paft ages, whofe ignorance and whofe barbariim
we are now called to look on with envy. ‘

Taught by paftexperience, thofe whogovern us will
carefully guard againft- thofe circumftances which
have produced the threatened danger. Mr, Burke
juftly obferves, that, Kings will in -future be careful
not to grant their fubjeéts any degree of liberty—
they will look with as much abhorrence on the anci-
ent mild defpotifm of France, as on the limitted mo-
narchy of England. Tt may be hoped that they
will grant no privileges to the moft defpicable vil-
lage, knowing that when exempt from their domina-
tion, when become a refuge from their tyranny, it
will rife to power and to fplendor: That they will
reftri@ commerce and manufactures within the nar-
roweft bounds, and fubjed Agriculture to the moft
barbarous fyftem; recolle&ing, that, man to be fer-
vile, muft be rendered miferable. The {mall portion
of remaining knowledge muft be carefully confined
among thofe orders of men, which have been inftitut-
ed for the purpofe, of availing themfelves of the ig-
" norance of their fellow creatures, to maintain a do-
minion over them; and for this purpofe it will be-
come indifpenfibly neceffary, not merely to regu-
late, but to annihilate the prefs; obliterating from the
knowledge of mankind the Art of Printing, as
cffe@ually as preceding events have the perpetual
‘lamp and the embalming art. _ .-

If then, we believe it to be incumbent on us to re-
prefs that fpirit of Jacobinifm which threaten the fube
verfion of the antient fyftems of Europe, it will be=-
come usito adopt thele meafures, as the only ones
adequate to the end propofed ; as it will become ug
carefully to avoid being deluded by the adoption of
inefficient remedies. ~ To partition France among.

the neighbouring powers would only fpread - her
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principles more widely, To diminifh her territorics
by conqtefts would be of .no avail, as however li-
mited in extent, it would fill illuftrate and diffem-
inatg her priaciples of govetnment. No change in
the perfons who exercife her government, . or. in the
forms in which it is adminiftered, can be material;
various changes have we already witneficd, and, Mr.
Porr acknowledges, that they have been all inimical,
and every fucceflive change, more and more, hoftile
to our views. Whazever differences may exift in
France, whether Girondifts or Maratifis, Jacobins or
Feuiliants, Mountain or Moderates, the Partifans of the
one Conftitution or the other, it is admitted, that they
all hold principles adverfe to the antient fyftem of
Europe, and equally incompatible with any object
for which we profecute this war. So univerfally are
the noxious principles prevalent in France, that, in
all its wide extended coaft, we cannot infinuate our-
felves for a moment into a fingle port, without
recognizing the very conltitution which the war was
undcrtaken to deftroy ; nor can we obtain admiffion
among the woods of Corfica, without proclaiming
through Europe our fanétion to principles which we
avowedly hold in abhorence, and which all the terrors
of the law are exerted to eradicate from amongft us,
as fubverfive to all order and government.

As, then, the object for which this war was under<
taken cannot poffibly be attained without extirpating
the French, and as we have been uniformly told, that
on the attainment of the object of the war, depended
* every thing that was dear to us, nay our very exift-
encey it then follows, that to fign a peace with
France on any terms whatever, muft be figning
nothing lefs than our own deflruction, and annihila=
tion, nor can any man propofe peace with them
without acknowledgingthe falichood of thofe reafons
which have been affigned for the profecution of the
war, which muft be purfued on the magnificent plam
of Mr. Burke, that if we fail to extirpate the
French the war muft be continued until they -€xe
tirpate us, ———FINIS, -
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CONSCI‘OUS of t-h(e difguft which muft be ex-
A\ cited in the breaft of every true born Englith-
man at the idea of peace in fo early a fiage of the
War, it becomes me to treat fo delicate a fubje& with
the utmoft caution; nor will it, I truft, be imagined,
that I have affumed the Pen with the feditious view
~of perfuading my countrymen to fheath the fword, or
that I dare to infinuate, that the enermity of devafta-
tion which has charalterifed this war, fhould be
pleaded in diminution of its duration. That five hun-
‘dred thoufand nmangled corfes overfpread the fields of
-death, is a fcanty portion of human mifery which
can fcarcely be expeéted to imduce us to clofe the
‘bloody fcene, and reviewing paft occurrences, weare
“bound to expet that during fucceflive years, inftead
of fucceflive months, the full tide of the purple
fiream muf flow, ere with fullenand difcontented
minds we are willing to fit down under the fhade of
Peace; for however diverfified may have been the
motives or the pretexts for War, yet Peace never
yet fprang from any other fource than a failure of
the means of carrying on War. Were the ob-
jes for which it was commenced fully obtained, it
was ftill to be purfued for new objeéts of ambition
or of intereft: was the pretended danger which en-
gaged us in War removed, new dangers il ter-
rified us from the thoughts of Peace: Was our ad-
verfary defeated, the war was ftill to be purfued until
he was deftroyed: were we defeated ourfelves, ftill
the thoughts of Peace were abhorrent to our nature,
and War muft be purfued without hope and with-
“out cbje@. I fach has ever been our condudl, little,
ground can we have to look for Peace in the early
ftages of a War, avowedly termed by its great pro-
jetror an eternal War, to be undertaken for the ex-

prefs purpofe of extermination. _
. Mr. Burke labours with ardour to imprefs on wus
the Jaudable purpofe of exterminating our caethies ;
Mpr. Pie, indeed, feems to doubt the poffibility of
exterininating an armed natipn, of extenfive popula-
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tion, and poflefled of immenfe refources; but then
he holds out to us the confolatory idea, that if we
cannot exterminate the French, we !may be at
-Jength exterminated ourfelves. No fituation to which
we can be reduced, he fays, can juftify us in making
-Peace with the Jacobin Government of France, and
he infifts on our continuing the War until our laft
‘guinea be fpent, and the lafl man of us has fallen.
~Abfurd in the extreme, therefore, is it to fay, that
the obje&t of this War is unexplained: furely no-
thing can be more clear and more definite, than that
You are to exterminate your enemies, or be yourfelves
‘exterminated in the attempt: it is a clear it is a plain
and obvious alternative; the firft and greateft good
‘they place before you is the deftruction of your ene-
mies, the fecondary and fubordinate one is the de-
ftruction of yourfelves; and there is one advantage
peculiar to this War, the object of it is certainly and
infallibly attainable; for though even the powerful
may fail in deftroying their enemies, yet felf deftruc-
tion is certainly within the rafp of the weakeft.—
The moft defpicable wretch on cawh may provoke
a powerful adverfary, and, without the leaft profpect
.of fuccefs, may obftinatly perfift in the combat; teafe
him with thruft after thyuft, until he becomes neceffi-
tated to lay in the duft an affailant he d,e}'pifes,
merely to get rid of the trouble of parrying his im-
becile affaults. .

As doubts may poffibly be entertained of qur ever
enjoying that great and fupreme good fo temptingly
placed before us, the extermination of the French,
our attention becomes naturally turned to the fe-
condary one,—the extermination of ourfelves, and
this may poffibly be deemed, by fome, an event fuf-
ficiently interefting, to demand a rather more accu-
rate inveftigation than it has hitherto experienced.’
That the War is to be continued until the laft guinea
is fpent and the Jaft man has fallen, feems to .be 2
text fufficiently important, to deferve illuftration;
and much is it to be lamented that the fame great,
fitan who favoured us with the one, has peglected to
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furnith us with the other: 3He might have informed
us whether the laft Guinea and the laf Man were
to be taken in a literal or in a figurative fenfe.——
If only the latter, they were certainly undeferving the
emphalis of his expreflion and the energy with which
it was delivered. In that fenfe they muft be equally
applicable to moft Wars; for if any ambitious pro-
Jett or partial intereft be the obje&t of any War, it is
not to be imagined that it will be abandoned, fo
long as thofe who engaged us in the War can ob- °
tain Men or Money, by any expedient which they
can adopt with fafety to themfelves. Let Lord

. Hawkesbury be afked, whether the American War
would not have been continued to the prefent mo-
ment if Men and Money could have been obtained
for carrying it on? ‘The people of this country have
ever plunged into War with eruel and fanguinary
alacrity, but, alas! they always recoil long before
the /af Guinea orthe /aff Man is exhaufted. How-
ever fond of defolation and flaughter, they fill im-
agine they may be purchafed too dear. The Mi-
aifter however popular, or however firmly feated in

ower, at the commencement of a War, is always une
ﬁorfcd, when, after fucceffive campaigns, he comes
to demand the price at which the blood is to be
purchafed: fome new fa&ion then rifes into power
who make peace, which fome trivial circumftance
foon interrupts and the fame routine takes place.
When AMr. Pitr tells us that the War is perfe&ly
#nique, that @/l is at ftake, and 4// muft be rifqued
in its defence, he certainly means fomething more
zhan the ordinary refults.of War.  The millions of

«onfols which Mr. Pirz has fold have heen purchafed
on the fpeculation, that it is a commodity which will
rife when peace fhall take place. The moment the
Money Jobbers really believe that no peace will evér
be made with Fraoce this refource muft fail, Whae
mode muft be then adopted? When no lure réemains
to obtain a voluntary loan, will a. forced one be re-
forted to? Ia what order will the remaining Gui-
ngas be putin a ftate of requifition?  Will thale



“which are derived from Places .and Penfions be
amongft the earlieft or the moft remote clafles? —
‘Surely it might alfo be excufable were we to with
to be infcrmed in what mode the Jz# Man is to be
obtained: What expedients are to be adopted to
compell us to defend the Bogs of Holland and the
Woods of Hanover, beyond the ufual gradations of
Jures held out to the weak; relief to the wretched ;
indemnity to guilt; or the more dreadful one of
fraud and force fpread over the land to feize every
unhappy individual towards whom it may be ima-
gined that fraud and force may be exercifed with im-
‘Eu_nity. As the Jacobin Government of France has
itherto withftood thofe notable expedients to over-
throw it, what additional ones are to be adopted 2—
When no hope fhall remain of fuccefs in carrying on
the War angd defeat fhall follow upon defeat ; If un-
der fuch circumftances we afk for Peace, will it be
deemed a fufficient anfwer to fay, that a Min is yet
to be feen walking in our ftreets, or that there is 2
folitary Guinea which has not fled our land. Beit
{o. Harfh as this fentence of univerfal Death* may
be deemed, it falls thort of Mr. Burke's malediction
of Eternal War. M. Pitt, on the contrary, tells
us, The world fhall at length enjoy peace, whep
the laft Englithman fhall be no more, The world
may then confole itfelf with the hopes of feeing our
ifland pofieffed by a lefs noxious race of eings, and
its native Wolves again range through its dreary
wilds. But ftay. 1had forgot. A more pleafling
profpect opens to my view. Our well cultivated
ifland fhall’ not be abandoned to Wolves and Ser-
pents. M. Pitt tellsus, T he laft Man only muft
fall. The Women then, it feems, are not included in
the bloody profpriptiqn,'and though no partizan of
Yiberty and equality has ever yct condefcended to
_confider Woman as a_part of the Human Race, al-
thoogh all their principles and {yftems of governs
ment, founded on the Rights of Man, have left the
" Women unnoticed,-as though they had no exiftence,
yet furely, whew the laft Man has fallen, on them the



Gover=ment muft devo(lvef an)d Myr. Pitt will hardly
iafift on their purfuing the crufade againft French
principles. It does not follow that they will look on
French Republicans with bis malignity. . Should
Citizen Chauvelin then vifit our ifland he may not.
find the unaccommodating Buckram of Lord Grenville.
Should an embafly be then fent to Paris, the French
will hardly have fo far forgot their ancient politenefs
as hot to receive it with open arms, beftow the fra-
ternal embrace, and old animolfities forgotten, a
union as firm as a family compact, may then take
place, not founded on the fragil bafis of diplomati-
que arrangements, but built on the firm foundations
of nature, and our Women may entertain fentiments
very oppofite to the horrible exterminating ideas of
My. Burke and Mpr. Pitt. They may venerate the
great firft command given to Man, and, when the
1at Englithman fhall have fallen, may confider it as.
a duty devolved on them to look around for means
to fupport the tottering fabric of fociety. ~ The
Thames and the Seine may entwine their branches,
and even without a rape the Romans and the Sabines
may become united. Thus at length, mayl behold—
No, alas! I am one of the profcribed. Mr. Pitt
has fentenced me never to behold it, unlefs, indeed,
1 can hide myfelf in a corner, and like Tom of Coventry
endeavour to get a peep.

But alas! vain are the views and projeés of men,
and more efpecially of politicians! It 1s not merely
the rich colouring of fancy, with which Hope gilds
the horizon, and illumines the path of life, which
proves evanefcent. No! happily.for mankind, the
wild and malignant projefts which are perpetually
ofiginating from mad ambition, are as often crum-
bled in the duft, and Mpr. Burke's eternal and exter-
minating War may be recorded to future ages,
merely as a peculiar inftance of defperate and pro-
fligate malignancy; for whatever temporary calami-
ties may- refult, no apprehenfion need be entertain-
ed of its leaving any more trace behind, than have
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the mad projedts of univerfal empire formed by #
Lewis u1v. a William 111. or an Alberoni. )

Affuming then with confidence, that this War will
net be cternal, but that, like other Wars, it muft, at
length, be terminated by Peace; and, whether we
confider this as an evil to be deplored, or a good to be
defired, it may not be improper to confider the vari-
ous circumftances under which fuch an event may take
place, and its probable nature, and confequences.

Not in the leaft meaning, by fpeculating on Peace,
to arreft the career of War; admitting the propriety
of Mpr. Ferkinfor’s exhortations to commence our
career as a military nation, confidering manu-
faQures and commerce as fubfervient, if not injurious
to its fpirit ; I do not mean to infinuate that we fhall
fail in finally attaining all the explained and unex-
plained obje&s for which this War is profecuted.—
When 1 fee Young Fenkinson abandon chuck-farthing
to thump the table in St. Stephen’s Chapel, telling
us that be bas no difficnlty in faying that our objeét muft
be to break the cruft of France, march to Paris, and -
deftroy the Jacobin Club. I for my part, have »e
difficulty in faying that I am as confident that this plan
will be effeed, as Henry Fielding was that his Captain
at Rye would perform his magnanimous Oath, of pro-
ceeding on his voyage to Lifbon in fpise of the #ixds,
the Wawves, and the Devil,  After this folemn decla-
ration of the orthodoxy of my faith in the fuccefs of
this War, I muft, however, admit that I may pofiibly
be miftaken. It is poffiéle that the prefent temporary
reverfe, as it is called, inftead of being the mere
fungus of a day, may prove to be an annual, a bien-
wial, nay a perexnial. It is poffible that we may pur-
fue this War as a defperate ftake, abgndoned by Hope,
fupported by Defpair, and furrounded with Difgrace;
and, if fuch fhould be the cafe, let us employ a few
moments in examining the probable refult.

There are fome amongft us who, difheartened by
our abandonment of Flanders and lofs of Valenciennes,
exprefs their with, for a {afe and bonourable Peace.—
Abfurd in the ‘extreme. If when this War coms



menced ‘we were exposed to the most imminent
danger, a hundred fold must that danger be increas~
ed were Peace to take place under the present cir-
cumstarnices. Is it to be imagined that we should
be now suffered to withdraw from the combat,
crowned with honour? 1If in pursuing the War suc- -
cessive years had added to our conquests and our -
triumphs, we certainly should have expected our
reward in aglorious Péace. If, on the contrary, de-
feat and disgrace have taken place it will become
us, with fortitude, to expect the effects in any én-
suing Treaty. No cireumstance has tended more
to protract our Wars than out uniform discontents
as to the terms on which they have been concluded. -
1t cannot, therefore, be deemed a uséless specula~
tion, to enquire what are the terms which may bé
expected, under respective given circumstances.
When we first thought proper to abandom a
dirk, ambiguous, offenfive neutrality, and fing thé
changes on the Sckeldt, Savoy, and Avignon; had we,
instead of making the then state of things a pre-
tence for war, been really desirous of restoring and
securing the peace of Europe; had we, instead of
being, as Lord Grenville properly calls it, un-accom-
modating to Citizen Chawvelin, condescénded to
enter into a real negociation with him, fully ex-
plaining the nature of the dangers we apprehend-
ed, and the terms we deemed requisite to secure
us from them; and, on a compliance with those
terms, had proposed an alliance for securing the
peace of Europe; had such been our conduct,
there is little doubt but that advantageous terms,
fully adequate to such views, might have been at-,
tained. (}’eace and security were all that France
could wish for: war could only be rendered palat-
able by being considered as the means of obtaining
them; and the party then ii péwer, even consi~
dered as a party, must have been interested in pre-
serving a. real and permanent peace; as the war
threagened, and actually mnced their destru¢~
son. Thus might peace have doubtless been ob-
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tained, on.the footing of national secarity, had such
been our real object; but alas! the prospect of
dividing or dismembering France was too tempt-
ing a bait to be abandoned for mere security. The
Maritime part of France, theWest India Islands, the
uncontrouled domination of the East, however in-
jurious the possession might have proved to the
people of England, yet certainly to its ministers they
must have appeared as prizes, for the obtaining of
which every thing ought to be risked. If then we
sat down to play for so rich a stake, surely, if the
dye turns up against us, we must be content not
only to lose the stake for which we played, but an.
adequate one of our own which we pledged against
. If, indeed, in an early period of the game, we
had carefully calculated the chances, and found the-
odds against us, we might have manifested our
dexterity by getting rid of a lesing game by in-
ducing our adversary to draw the stakes. If, when
at the commencement of the war, we had, by va-
ribus means, obtained possession of Foulon, Falen-
ciennes, &c. instead of holding them out as eminent
successes, sufficiently vsarranting a continuance of
the war, we had calmly considered them as result-
ing from the impetus of the first efforts of an ex-
tensive alliance acting in perfect unisen and in full
vigour ; had we considered how inconsiderable, in
this respect they ought to have been viewed,
that it was not probable that the same uniform
vigour would continue to pervade such incongru-
ous bodies as the courts which composed the grand
alliance; that a proportionate degree of success,
even had it ‘continued, would have exhausted evety
source from whence such efforts could have been
supported, long before any material object of the,
war could have been obtained ; but that, on the

~ contrary, the increasing energy of the Erench peo--
ple rather portended the arresting our progress,
and tearing the laurels from our brow: Had we.
gaféfully attended to these circumstances, we might,

~by sirrendering .conquests which could be:of ne



use if retained, and whicg th)ere was no probability !
we should be able to retain, have made a parade
of disinterestedness, procured the restoration of
conquests in Savoy, have made a peace on the:
ground of the statu guos and, perhaps have obtained
some trifling advantages for ourselves. Nay, even
when we had suffered this period to elapse. when -
the increasing energy of the French had destroyed
our illusory prospects, when their myriads had ex-
pelled us from Towlon, forced the lines of Weissem-
bourg, and overwhelmed us with defeat and dis-
grace before Dunkirk, even then the French might
have wished to have been delivered from the ne-
cessity of making such terrible exertions, of, doubt-
ing of the certainty of their continuance, might
have been willing to retire into the arms of peace,
on the ground of the statx gu0. But no period has
since occurred in which such terms could reason-
ably have been expected. If, since that period,
the union of the high allies has been broken, theis
measures deranged, their councis disordered, their
armies mouldering away, and their finances ruined;
if all the original assailants have abandoned the
contest, and. England, who had recently entered the
field as an auxiliary, is become the sole principal ;
if . her Aucklands, her Spencers, and her Wyndhams,
are scen running up and down to whip in the stray
cruisaders, and enlist a few thousand troops to be
captured in fortress after fortress, or to rot in the
bogs of Holland and in this enterprize are become
the dupes of Europe, cheated and laughed at from
court to court; on the contrary, if France be seen
~ with increasing strength and resources, trampling
on all the barriers with which she 1s surrounded 3
the passes of the stupendous Alps and Pyrennces
forced ; the frontier fortresses subdued; pouring
her armed myriads all around her; nay, what is
more, if the commerce of England falls before fier
in an increasing proportion, threatening an annihi-
lation of the only seurce which feeds and supports
the war; then let us ask, what are the equitable
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terms under such circumstances? If we possessed
such advantages, would any minister dare to pro.
pose to abandon our conquests, or éven to arrest
their progress .

i Government, at a calamitous period, were to
favour us with the blessings of Peace, ungrateful,
in the extreme, would it be were we to murmur at
those concessions being made to which the enemy,
_ by the fair chance of War, had become entitled.
' Ify we, at the commencement of the War, with no
 foundation for our demand but delusive hope, in-

sisted on Indemnity and Security, surely France,
standing on her present eminence, has, at least, as
good aclaim. May she not reasonably insist on
annexing to her empire such of her conquests as
may tend to her security and advantage? May she
not say, that experiencing the power of coalesced
Monarchs, it is requisite, for her security, that a
republican counterpoise should exist? That Poland,
disposed to a republic shall be left undisturbed to
form one, comprehending her-ancient and most
extensive limits, that France may at least have
one Ally in Europe, standing on the same basis
and united in the same commion interest? and may
she not also-say, that England shall no longer dis-
turb the peace of Europe with the wealth of In-
dostan: -that she shall in future cease to possess
the riches of Asia, unless her industry, her wealth,
and her natural resources, will procure it her,
through the medium of lawful commerce? If it
be resolved to support the War beyond this crisis,
it must be in confidence of a very great and ex-
traordinary change in the aspect of affairs; whether
there exists any visible cause adequate to such an
effect some may doubt. If France attacked by ali
the great military powers of Europe, with a vigour
and perseverance which was never equalled, has
not only repelled their attacks, but by her energy,
broken and dismayed the confederacy—exhausted
their resources-—weakened and dismayed with re-
peated defcats their numerous armies—if her ef
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forts have appeared to be, not as was predicted, &
sudden and preternatural exertion, but that her re-
sources have regularly increased, and manifest- -
ed a stability unshaken amidst all the convulsions
her Government has experienced if, indeed,
England, standing alore and abandened by her
Alljes, can stem this mighty torrent, take Spaim,
Italy, Germany, and Holland, under her protection,
drive their enemies at all points back imto his own
territories, pursue him with her all conquering arm,
and overwhelm him with her terrible vengeance;
make France to its utmost limits tremble before
her, lick the dust at her feet, and bend the neck to.
her yoke; then indced may we justly claim Mer.
Fenkinson’s epithet of a military nation: Almanzas
and Briuggua shall be forgotten: Fontenoy, St. Cas,
and Closter Seven, shall be consigned to oblivion:.
Braddock and Burgoyne shall be no more remembered:
Then may we prepare to gather our well earned
Jaurels, we shall desend to future ages, not merely
as the Desolators and Oppressors of Ireland, the
plunderers of Asia, the Kidnappers of Africa,
and the base Slave-holders of the West: but
crowned with Glory, eclipsing the triumphs of an-
cient Rome, and should out new ministers by
buying men abroad, and ——— them athome, ef-
fect this mighty project, then the most scepticat
amongst us will surely admit that miracles have not
ceased . On the contrary, suppose all the puny ef-
forts of a AWyndham to fail, in steming this mighty
tosrent; suppose defeat and retreat to hecome the
order of the day, and yet that we persist in play-
ing a desperate game, and venturing a deeper stake;
then let us for a moment deliberate on the probable
result.

Whatever degrading and opprobieus language
contending governments may pour on each other,
with a view to inflame and stimulate theirrespective
subjectsto aid them in effecting thetr ambitiouspro-
jects, yet, does it not follow that villifying epithets
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and insulting recriminations must necessarily
become an obstacle to a treaty of peace. When
the parties become exhausted by War, they at
lengih prove to be as unmeaning as those protesta-
tions of perpetual friendship and eternal amity,
with which treaties of peace are always prefaced.
But though words are no obstacle to treating for
peace, yet actions may become such, If those who
govern, or who may hereafter govern France, shalfl
perceive that when all the great powers of the con-
tinent are disposed to abandon their projects
against France (whatever they might be) as useless
or as hopeless, and they see England stand forth
alone to uphold the banners of war—if her emis-
saries are seen spreading over Europe to gather its
scattered remnants, and fan the dying embers—
if sustaining the war to the last shilling and the last
man, appears to be not merely the tropes of ora-
tory, but as bearing a real and unequivocal import,
it then seems to follow, that every principle on
which negotiation can ever take place is totally
done away. No motive for France ever listening
to terms of accommodation can then possibly exist.

Whatever disparity there may be between con-
tending nations, however the events of war may
have depressed the one or exalted the other; yet
any negotiation for peace must proceed on tt.e prin-
ciple, that the triumphant has some ground yet
‘remaining for fear, and the depressed for hope.
The conqueror can have no motive for assenting to
a treaty securing his conquests, unless those with
whom he treats possess some degree of power,
which may disturb him in the possession; nor will
he enter into any compact which can circumscribe
$heir extent, unless it be with those whom he sup-
poses are in some degree able to stop théir pro-
gress. - The natién who has totally exhausted all
means of offence and defence can therefore have no
pretence to treat: she can only claim it on the
ground that she has something which she can de-
fend, or that there is something which she can gua-
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rantee. If then we persis% in this war, not on the
ground of there being a. Jossibility of success, but
merely because we caz continue it-—if, weaker and
weaker, we present a hostile front to our adversary
until at last we can no longer even aim the im-
becile stroke, and we lie breathless and unnerved
before him; it will then be only for us to wait and
see whether he will spare us from pity or contempt,
or crush us from indignation or vengeance.

To those who shall survive the present conflict,
so terminated, ‘it may become an interesting cir-
cumstance to see what will be the conduct of
France, in so new and important 2 situation. Will
she say, behold the nation, who has long looked on
us with unabating and implacable animosity ; who
has uniformly arraigned the order of Providence by
stigmatizing us as her natural enemy; who, for
above a century, had intrigued with all the powers of
Europeto distress and todestroyus; who secure from
the ravages of war, by her insular situation, had
involved Europe in perpetual and bloody contests,
" that, while it was convulsed, she might seize all
the commerce of the world: See the nation who,
while the riches of our merchants were on the ocean,
in confidence of the law of nations, swgpt the whole
into her ports, and then dared to exult in the su-
periority thereby obtained: but, above all, see her
who had long derived advantage from the ancient
authority of her Kings being diminished, the op-
pressive jurisdiction of her Nobles annihilated, and.
the accummulated wealth of her clergy dispersed,
yet were so dead to all the feelings of humanity as
to insult us as slaves, because subject to the yoke;
and yet when, with unprecedented energy, we had
shakenoffour despotism,wereso farfromencouraging
us with her countenance, aiding us with ner sup-
port, or assisting us with her advice, that when we
Jooked anxiously around and solicited universal
peace, she spurned our alliance, refused the office
‘of mediator to sheild us from the horrors of war,
looked on while the De¢spots gathered round us,
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=nd at last headed tlge blood hounds of war, while
her Senate, her Pulpits, and her Press, overflowed
with such torrents of diversitied base malignity as
to excrte a ‘doubt whether the wickedness or the
folly were predominant. See her now lie heipless
before us  Shall we terminate her existence as a
nation? shall Asia, shall Africa, shall America, re-
Joice in her destruction? shall she no longer con-
taminate the page of history, and disgrace the hu-
man species?

Whatever line of conduct the French may adopt
under such circumstances, it is to be feared we have
given them, by our conduct, too just a plea, and too
strong a sanction. If we carried on the war to
give them the blessings of our constitution, they
may, if they chuse it, give us theirs. If we intend-
ed to give them a King, Lords, and Clergy, they
may imagine they have as good a right to take ours
away. If their interest prompts them to interfere
in our internal Concerns, to arrange our Laws, our
Government, and our Property, the speeches of Mr.
Pitt, Lord Mansfield, &c. will be authorities to the
point. If they wish to parcel out the nation amongst
their friends, they may refer to our Treaties with
our Allies; and should they wish for good Ports in
the Channel, they may, to save the expence of
making one at Cherbourg, keep possession of Ports-
mouth and Plymouth, and insist on choaking up the
Thames, and refer us to Dunkirk, Calais, and Gibraltar.
Perhaps, they may wish to make the fertile part
of our island a potatoe garden; or they may think
our pastures are fit to breed sheep, to supply with
wool the French manufactures, and beef and pork
fo victual their navies; they may then drive us,
like a herd of goats, into the mountains of Scot-
land, and Wales; call the rest of the island the
French pale, shoot us like wolves and pole-cats, if
we dare to enter it, parcel it out amongst the
friends of the Committee of Safety, give the tythes
so some French Atheists, on condition of their sub~
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scribing creeds which evé;ry body know they {augh
at; then they may send Tom Paine to govern us,
and, if we murmur, they may point to Iréland.
Should they happen to see our East-India charter,
it may suggest the thought of sclling the island and
inhabitants to him, for half a miliion per annum ;
or perhaps, they may deem it more profitable were
they to employ our Liverpool ships to convey all
the young men, women, and children, and sell them
to the people of France; the sale would diminish
their debts, and furnish labourers to cultivate the
vineyards, while their inhabitants, instead of work-
ing, might dance the carmagnol, and sing ca ira. In
such case, they might find plenty of evidence, pro-
duced before a committee of the House of Commons
by Lords, and Knights, and Squires, proving the
miserable situation of the people of England, and
how much they would be benefited by being made.
slaves. ]

But it is possible that some sublime and beautiful
Orator, or some subtle Logician, may rise in the Na-
tional Convention, and contend, with violence, for
abfolute extermination. He may contend that
English principles are detestable: and incompatible
with all order and government. He may contend
that to suffer a nation to exist, whose government,
and whose laws, are derived from barbarous ages,
and savage nations, is an example dangerous to civil
society, Should he hear that an inclement season
had destroyed our harvest, and that, without a large
foreign supply, famine and pestilence must deso-
late the land, he might urge them to seize the
happy moment, and, at one stroke, destroy those
enemies to order and government. The advice
might be adopted; our island might be declared iry
a state of starvation; and, as if infested with the
plague, we might Be cut off from the world, and all-
mankind prohibited from relieving our distress, and
even this they may ignorantly suppose even a Royat
Proclamation to have sanctioned. L

If then we suppase that French power, combined:
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- weith Englisk principles, may produce such eflects, it
anay possibly be doubted whether it would be more
wcalamitous if Freuch power, if it becomes predomi-
nant, were to act on French principles. They,perhaps,
may not prove so calamitous.and so mischievous as
some apprehend. Confraternity does not seem to
be much worse than extirpation. Let half a-million
of fellow creat®es in the WWest Iudies tell us if there
be not greater evils than even Fraternization.
Cannot Indostan tell us that conquerors can over-
whelm a country with more dire calamities than
melting Church bells and seizing Church plate; and
+Jreland may, probably, imagine that the abolition of
“Tythes is not the most diastrous law whith a power-
ful nation may impose on a weaker.

Should we at length fall into the hands of our en-
raged adverfaries, after having for years "poured out
every degrading and infulting epithet on them,
we may, perhaps, at length happily experience their
falfehood; their conduét may even fall thort of our
prefeat condu& in Indoftan, they may not diffolve
all the landed property of the kingdom, they may
not difpofe of the rent of every acre of cur land
among the mifcreants whom France may vomit forth.
It is pofiible, that we may find, that the princi-
pal evils we fhall have to experience, may be thofe

“which the War produced, not thofe, againft which
it was to guard us. We may find, that like the

American Conteft, we have involved ourfelves in the

calamities of War, to avoid ideal danger, nay that

even unexpected benefits may refult. Should theWar

terminate in depriving us of all our foreign depen-

dencies, thould the plunder of India no longer deluge

our land, fhould our mart of flavery no longer exift,

and fhould ourMiniftersbedelivered fromthe thraldom

of governing a neighbouring Ifland, fhould we be-

hold in our Sovereign merely a King of Great

Britain, and our Houle of Commons ceafe to be

crouded with the reprefentatives of Weft India Slavery

or an Eaft India Squad, it is poffible that the change-

gpdu‘ced on our Government, our Laws, and general
ality may not prove extremely calamitous,~~FINIS,
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OF all the peculiar circumstances which characs

terize the present era, it is not the least ree
markable, that Charges of Higk Treason should be
brought forward. at a period which seems to be
so unappropriate, that it is become requisite to dress
up this branch of our Lew in a mode so novel,
, that its most prominent features can-scarcely be
recognised.

At every former period, when Trials for Treason
have engaged the attention of our Courts, the- oc-
casion has been obvious. Some rebellion had con-
vulsed the Land; a competitor had claimed the
Throne, or a belief ot serious attempts against the
Jife of the Sovereigm, had occasioned a general
alarm that it was in denger. But we now see
Britons dragged before the Bar of Justice en masse
as Traitors, at a time when no War exists but
a foreign one, which has been sedulously, if not
wantonly, sought for; and in which it must have
been madness in the extreme to have engaged
us, had it. been believed that there existed
amongst us the seeds of a dangerous conspiracy
against the State. It was a firm persuasion that the
people were attached not only to the Ksmg, but
eventohis Ministers, in an unexampled degree, which
emboldened us to engage in projects of wild am-
bition; and if their fg-idlure has excited discontent
it was a natural effect. It was the discontents,
arising from the ill success of a former War, which
raised the Minister to his present situation; and
absurd, in the extreme, must it be to stigmatize
as Trasterous those discontents which Mpr. Pitt, and-
his Coadjutors, excited in a former War, or those

which may now exist. To whatever extent our’

discontents may prevail, yet never was there a pe-
riod in which they had so little relation to Treason.

No one disputes the King’s Title to the Crown; and’
%o far are we from -wishing for a diminution - of"
His Prerogative, that, when it was apprehended a’
former House of Commons was attempting an. ime

eroachment the Nationarose almost toa Man, joined

/2
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M. Pitt as the avowed Champion of Prerogative,
and thus enabled him to crush the most formidable
Parliamentary Coalition that ever had existence.
Some, there are, indeed, who believe . that ” The
snfluence of the Crown has increased, is increasirg,
and ought to be diminished ;” and Mpr. Pitt, havings
it is said, loudly proclaimed through the nation
that an East India Nabob had eight Members in our
House of Commons, and that it is s0 constituted that
foreign Powers may purchase seats, and, by putting
in their Agents, control our Government, some
are apt to imagine that such a body, possessing so
large a share in the Government, is dangerous to
the Community, and ought to be reformed. From
the nature of the late American contest it is not
extraordinary if the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Burke,
and the oiher Partizans of dmerica, should have
disseminated Repnblican Princifiles, and if there be
some who, like Mr. Burke, < admire a Republic,”
who exclaim “That the Americans could not bear
the smell of Monarchy, even at 3000 miles distances”
yet is there no reason to suppose that . even such
“men wish the death of the King, because they know
the only effe¢t would be that the throne would be
instantly filled by another; and whatever contempt
for the King Mr. Burke may have disseminated,
yet is there not an individual who wishes. to see him
“ hurled from kis throne,” unless he be among those
who look for a place from his successor. Does the
condué of the Sovereign manifest any idea of his
danger? has he doubled his guards? or does hs
wear a coat of mail? No! he walks and rides
about, justly unconscious of fear; and if his Miis-
sers think that there is one individual who is
plotting his destrucion, they. are traitors to theit
Sovereign in suffering hin to go so exposed. But they
know he is in no danger; and it may be surmised
that they resort to the Law of Treason to prote&
 themselves, not him. So far are they from fearin
any civil commotion, that they scatter the nation:ﬁ/
force through distant regions; and, instead of ap~-
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prehending it to be needed fo,r the purpose of quel-
ling domestic rebellion, they can spare it to protect
Holland and Hanover, to guard the Poge, and to—
India. Of domestic insurredtion we have, indeed,
had some instances: bat, far from being treasonable,
they were merely Church and King Mobs, incited
by some of the zealous friends of the Ministers to
plunder and murder a few individuals, who were
ointed out as being inimical to their measures.
Through the whole range of our history, not a pe-
riod can be discovered which seems to have so little
reference to the Law of Treason, and some may be
apt to ask, whether our Ministers now resort fo it on
any other principle than that on which a drunken
carman, when he gets well drubbed in an affray
abroad, comes home and wreaks his vengeance on
his wife and children.

However extraordinary it may be deemed that
the cry of Treason should be heard at such a pe-
riod, yet it cannot be deemed extraordinary that, if
it be heard, it should be heard to babble the gib-
berish of the times. If it be exhibited to the pub-
lic view we must expeét to see it dressed a-la-mode,,
and shaped to the fashion of the day; and itis a
fortunate opportunity for those who attend the
toilet of Treason to manifest their adroitness and in-
genuity, in fitting her to their purpose. If this be
%00 difficult a task they must then throw dust in
our eyes; Of, while they are calling on us to be-
hold the work they place before us, it must be en-
veloped in a mist, that we may be unable to deteét
its imperfections. A Blackfione may have told us
that < Treafon is a crime whick ought to be moft precife-
ly afcertained ; for if it be indeterminate, this_alone is
[uficient to make any government degenerate intg arbi-.
trary power;” yet we need not be _su_rprxzed if a
judge should now say to a jury « # is improlfible that
any certain rule fhould be laid dewn for your govern-
ment,” that treasonable ads  muft remain for ever
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mfinstely various"—that © men aembled peaceably may
finally and fuddenly involve themfelves in the crime of
High Trea, o —and < that the pirocefs is very fimple”
whereby, even «honeft men, lovers of their country, nay;
doyal to their prince, if eagerly bent on [heculative im-
emens,” may be-subjefted to the most horrible
sentence which the law has devised to punish the
« greateft crime againft faith, duty, and human Jociety.”
Jf a judge should thus pronounce that koneff mety
lovers of their country, and loyal to their prince, peaceably
affembled, may be dragged before a Revolutionary
Tribunal, whick has no certain rule laid down for its
government, and if a jury should return humble
thanks to the judge, that honest men, and lovers of
their country, are thus liable to be dragged before
them for offences into which zkey may. be fuddenly
énvolved, if they happen to be bent on [peculative im-
ropements, may We not be permitted to ask whether
this alarming doftrine be an excrescence from
existing circumstances, intended to make  terror
the order of the day,” for the suppression of specu-
lation on jmprovements in Government, which our
Ministers suppose to be peculiarly dangerous be-
cause from themselves they originated, because but
for them they would never have engagéd the public
attention, and because the Societies, which they
themselves formed for their dissemination, have.
persevered in the conduét marked out for them,
and have refused to “ face about” at the command
of their drill serjeants, with the adroitness which
a rigid disciplinarian might ex})e&. o
As I never had the honour of belongingto a Con-
stitutional, or a Corresponding Society, or enlisted
uinder the banners of Parliamentary Reform—As the
celebrated letter to Colonel Sharman failed to con-
vince me of the necessity, or wisdom, of calling on
a licentious mob to assume the Legislative Autho-
rity, who had just attempted to la the capital in
ruins, and murder the Chief Justice of England.
As 1 was silly‘enough to laugh at M. Pitt's plan of.
fegenerating the Hause of Commons, by a revolus
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tionary process of 100 yezfrs—-)—As even Mr.Dundas’s
speech in favour of Parliamentary Reform produced
no very powerful conviGtion on my mind—As,
however fully the speeches of Citizens Pits, Burke,
Wyndham, and Rickmond, 8c. might prove the vile-
ness, and corruption, of the assemblies they har-
rangued, yet I rather thought it preferable to leave
them in possession of the powers they possessed,
than risk the peace of the community by attempt-
ing to rescue it from their hands; as having had in-
variably these views it will be hardly imagined that
I mean to defend the disorderly recruits whom
Serjeant Rickmond and Corporal Pitt have enlisted in
the cause of Parliamentary Reform. To ¢ advance™
when they should « face about,” to “ march” when
ordered to «halt,” were circumstances sufficiently
provoking to any leader, whether strutting at the
head of his corps in St James’s Park or in 8t Ste-
fhen’s Chapel.  But let the offence be properly
charged, and let the punishment be appropriate;
let them be tied up to the halbert or whipped out,
of the regiment; but do not shoot them for deser-
tion. If, in 1782, Citizen Pitt, or in 1792, Citizen
Tooke, clamour for a reform of the House of Com-
mons, what, in the name of common sense, can i
have to do with a branch of our law founded solely
on a statute made centuries before any thing whick
had a resemblance to our [House of Commons exist=
ed? If Queen Elizabeth vouchsafed to order some
despicable Boroughs in Cornwall to send up 16
members to attend in the lower House of Parfia-
ment, where they were ordered to interfere in no
political concerns without her permission; if in the
next century they conspired to murder her succes-
sor, exclude his son from the throne, and establish
a Revolutionary Government ; and, suppose a cen-
tury afterwards some persons should insist that
these Cornish Burgesses should be reduced to their,
original nothingness, I do not sgy put laws may be .
made infliing spegific pains and penalties on those
who shall dispute the right of these Cornish Bur-
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Ec‘sses to the share they posses in the Legislature;
ut it is not easy to discover how they can derive
prote&tion from laws made to proteét the lives of
monarchs, whom they have murdered, or to fortify
that regal power which they have encroached on,
if not subverted. If the biscuit bakers, and all the
other rabble, who fill the seats in St. Stephen’s -
Chapel, wish to proteét their sacred persons, by
ghose awful san&tions with which the ancient laws
of the kingdom guarded the sovereign, his consort,
@nd the heir to the throne; if it be requisite to
deem an attack upon them to be equivalent to a
rebellion against the monarch’s authority, why can-
not those things be effected by an enaling law?
such was the mode adopted by their worthy pre-
decessors, in the middle of the last century, adroit
as they were in_adopting the fi&ion of taking up
arms by his authority against the life and person of
the sovereign, yet it never entered their heads that
conspiracies against the House of Commons were
overt acts of compassing the death of the King!
If they had, their proceedings might have assumed
= more legal form; and, instead of charging the
King with the strange fition of Treason against the
People of England, he might have been indiéted
on the Statute of Edward IIL for compassing and
imagining his own death; and seizing the five mem-
bers and conspiring against the House of Com-
mons laid as the overt acts of the Treason; as &
: gudge has solemnly delivered it as Law, that “a
orce upon the Parliament muf? be immediately dir
refted against the King.” But it seems that Par-
liament, though anxious to intrench themselves
deep in the Law of Treason, had no idea of this
subtilty, and were therefore necessitated to take
the plain road; and, in the course of seven years,
assed no less than eleven aéts on Treason, whereby
& whoever shall contrive, or endeavour to stir up,
or raise force against the present Government, or
for the subversion, or alteration (that is Parliamen-
tary Reform) of the same, and shall declare the
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same by any open deefl, Zhall be deemed and. ade
judged to be guilty of High Treason.” Thus thesd
ignorant mcn were at the trouble of making eleven
acts to constitute attempts to obtain a Parliamen-
tary Reform Treason, although, as is now dise
covered, it was then already Treason, by the exist-
ing laws, of which even a Hale, then on the Bench,
was ignorant. ,

"We are told < that a proje&t for a Convention,
which has for its obje& the obtaining a Parlia-
mentary Reform, and that objeét only, but the ‘ob-
taining it without the authority of Parliament, and
steps taken upon it would be High Treason in
all the a&ors in it! Now, I must acknowledge
that, from the first moment in which I could spell
a page in the English History, I have uniformly
beheld the House of Commons with the utmost loath-
ing, whether I considered their vile servility to all
the capriciousand diversificd cruelties of theTudors,
their cunning cajoling conduct to the silly Fames,
their deep and infernal policy in murdering his
Successor, and usurping the regal power, and
their despicable imbecility when trampled on by
Cromwell; when I trace the drcadful labyrinths of
perjury which characterize their Journals in the
reign of Charles 1L. or their incrtness under the
important circumstances which distinguished the
time of Fames IL. let it be supposed then, that -
with these views, I had lived in the year 1688, L
might then possibly have joined a body of con=
spirators at Chalk” Farm, ail < Honest Men, Loyal
to their King, and Lovers of their Country,” and
-« an Impetuous Man might have precipitated us
jnto crimes of unforseen danger, and magnitude,”
'-'by thus addressing us, Citizens a foreign army
has landed in the Kingdom, and has been suffered,
to march to London, under colour of a Declara~
_tron that the Generai only meant to deliver us from
gome grievance under which, he says, we groan,
and to remedy which he promised to call a
free Parliamens, instead of fulfilling his promise
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ke hag seized on the K(ing’s Palace, ordered Him by
a Lettre de cachet, to retire to Rockester, and thus ren-
dered it impossible that any Parliament, on the
principles of our Constitution, can ever exist, as
of such Parliament the King is an “iutegral part;”
having dissolved the old Government, they tell us
the Government devolves upon the people: 'but,
instead of assembling a Convention of the People to
form a new Government, or to reorganise the old,
we see this wretch assemble the Common Council of
London, and the o/d corrupt House of Commons, who
are so far from being chosén by the People of
England, that, it is said, 162 persons can command
a majority, with this majority the Howuse of Lords
has been terrified, and necessitated to comply with
« existing circumstances” and under this sanétion this
foreign General is about to be placed on the throne.
Will you suffer this traiterous design against your
lawful Sovereign to take place? No! let us take
our Pikes, enter Sr. Stephen’s Chapel, and dye the
Silver Thames with the Blood of the Monsters.)” Sups?
pose, deluded by such a Speech, we had issued
forth to execute the design, and had been seized,
and brought to trial for Treason, and a Judge had
told the Jury that « a force upon the Parliament
muft be immediately directed against the King,”
and, consequently, that a conspiracy and intention
to attack the Members of the House of Commons,
to prevent their dethroning the Sovereign, was an
overt act of compafling and imagining his death.
But, perhaps, it may be deemed counter-revolution-
ary to treat so disrespectfully the immortal William,
I will, therefore, suppose the National Convention of
France to send over 9o Paixe, with 16,000 troops ;
that the King’s Ministers and Children should con-
spire with the 162 Persons, who, we are told, can
cormand a majority in the Houfe of Commons, and
that. they -should attempt to place Tom Paine upon
the Throne ; suppose some Persons, who xmiht
object to the King’s being thus  hurled from his
Throne,” were to meet at Chalk Farm, provide



p. -¢s, and take measu(res for attacking the ,
Commons; this would, it seems, be reason, even’
though we thereby preserved the King on his throye,
for we are told, < a force uhon the Pariiament must be
direfied against the King.” L
But, here, I may be told that I am wandering -
amongst the absurdest of imaginafions, to sup~
pose it to be possible that tne House of Commons can
ever, for a moment, fail of entertaining the. Are-
foundeft veneration, the warmeft attackment, and the mgf
inviolable fidelity, to.the Sovereign. Our political
Trinitarians will tell us that though Kiag, Lords,
and Commons, are three, yet that these three are
one; and that, therefore, it is perfectly safe to cop-
sider a conspiracy against the Cornisk Boroughs as’
the outward and visible sign of an inward and
treasonable design against the life of the Sovereign.
Whether this fine spun theory of mixed Govern-
ment be warranted by nature, and experfence',
‘may possibly be doubted. The Government of
nations 75 oo 7ick a booty to be cordially, and peage=
ably, divided: nor does the union seem to be of
such a permanent nature as to warrant its. be-
coming a principle of Law.——The Law of Trea-
son was framed to give a special protection to the
Sovereign; nor does it seem any more consistent
with Loyalty than with Law to share it among
those who have wrested a portion of the sovereign,
Power from the hands of the Monarch. In what
age would our Kings+have considered conspiracies
against the Jower House of Parliament as on.a&
footing with Treason against themselves ! .even
though the House  of Commons generously gave
the Crown to the immortal William, et it is not very
certain that even /e would. have considered it 3s
Treason had they been blown .up-into  the air,’h
4 new Gunpowder Plot. Oh! but, we shall. be
told that, the case is prodigiously altered; that,
.however scurvily this /Jewer 'House..of . Parlia-
ment may have used our. former . Monarchs, yet
they have chosen the, House of Hanower -as :ﬁr
peculiar favourite; and, theretore, the least that the
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Crown, and the Crown Lawyers, can do in returm
is to dignify it withall the sanctions, and all the
preregatives, which our laws gave to our ancient
Sovereigns. Were the fact true, the interence
might be deemed natiiral: but I think Historians
tell us that, before George I. had been two years on
the throne, he feared to trust the 162 persons who,
we are told, enjoy the right of neminating a ma-
jority of the House: of Commons, to send him a
new one; and he was necessitated actually to
change the Constitution of Parliament, to attempt
which, 1 think, is now laid down to be Treasonl
ghbugh indeed it is the fhortening of Parliaments,
which is alluded to as a criminal attempt. Whe-
ther a conspiracy to lengthen them be as criminal,
we are left in the dark; though the distinction
seems to be rather arbitréry, for it does not seem
to be any more treasonable' to conspire to fhorten
Parliament, from 7 to 3 years, than to conspire to
lengthen them from 3 to 7. The same great au-
“thority lays down, as “a principle never 1o be de-
parted from, that alterations in the Law of holding
‘Parliaments can only be effecied by the King, Lords and
Commons: supposing then the House of Commons
1o possess a Drvine right (I say Divine right, because
T know of no other they can claim) toa third share
of the Government, et it, certainly, can be- only
for the limited time for which they are chosen.—
At its expiration they return among the < Swinifk
Multitude,” from whence they were taken; the
persons who chose them may be dead, the burgage
tenure, or the Borough which communicates this
_Divine right of governing may, by descent, or pur-
chase, have gone into other hands; the o/d Re-
- presentatives can be deemed but leafekolders, and,
at the expiration of their terms, could no more
possess any right to govern than the Scotch Con-
“vention, or any other body of men ; whence it,
rhaps, seems to tollow that the Members of the
ouse of Commons, who met in 1717, may by some,
‘be deemed to have come within the description
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wof < People met together in Convention in order 10 ufurh.
the Government of the Country;” any one step to-
wards which, we are told, would be the clearest
High Treason. And it may be worthy consider-
atien whether this construction of the Law of
Treason might not implicate the then King; and
House of Lords. , -

If such consequences follow, from considering a
Convocation of the People to change the frame
and constitution of the House of Commons as
Treason against the Sovereign, we shall be involved
in still greater difficulties, when we consider that
this strangely constituted body, which Mr. Pitt
tells us, consists, in part of the Representatives of
Eaf India Nabobs and is liable even to be sub-
jected to~foreign influence, have sometimes made
great efforts to awe the Monarch, and control him
in the exercise of his undoubted prerogatives, nay,
even since they have placed their favourite House
of Hanover on the Throne. Some, indeed, have
imagined that the policy of our Revolutionists was
to introduce a foreign family, on purpose that it
might become abjectly dependent upon the lower
House of Parliament. If, in such a juncture,
< Honeft men, loyal to their Prince,” were to meet in
Convocation to overawe fuck a House of Commons,
nay, even to endeavour to change its Constitution,
when they saw it attempting to encroach on the
prerogatives of the Crown, and, possibly, under the
influence of foreign Powers, it surely seems to be '
not merely a confiructive, but a Jfirangely confruttive,
Treason, to deem such attempts, to control the
Jower House of Parliament, to be overt -acts of
conspiring the death of the King,though actually in-
tended to guard his Life and Prerogatives from the
incroachments of the House of Commons

Those who imagine these cases to be imaginary,
who suppose the House of Commons and the So-
vereign to be always in unison, ought to look a little
farther than speeches from the Throne, and ag-
dresses to it. They will do well, if they wish to
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understand the true nature. } the British Govern

ment, not to trust solely to forms and customs, let
them read Bifiok Newton's Life, prefixed to his
Works, and they will see in how degraded a situ-
ation a King of England may appear. They may
see a triumphant party in this Jewer House of Par«
hament, not merely freating with the Sovereign,
but impofing terms on him which in spme mea-
sufe ‘to avert he was necessitated to resort to
gomething so much like artifice as o excite our
pity if not our contempt : but perhaps it is not re-
quisite to refer to Books or Events, which the lapse
of half a Century has consigned to oblivion. No,
scarcely sen years have elapfed since the most dis-
cordant sounds were heard, from among the seve-
ral branches of our well balanced Government, 2
discord so harsh, and resounded so loudly through
the land, thatI heard it in my garret. 1 was told
<« Ghat the Houfe of Commons had overawed the So-
wvereign, forced themfelves into the Cabinet, neceffitared
the King to beflow all the great Offices of the executivé
Government on. men whom he abhorred, who had, for
years, oppofed all his meafures, and fome of whom
had treated him with the mofi degrading insult; that he
awas neceffitated to fubmit to be dragged to his throne, 10
kave the hateful words La Roy le veult grated in his
ears, without daring to expre[s a murmur at Bills whick
ke loathed, and which were levelled at deL/zoiling him of
his influence, as his Predecelfors had been defpoiled of
their authority. I was told that this Houfe of Commons had
crammed the Royal Stomach, with PoRTLANDS, and
BuURKEs, and WYNDHAMS, until it heaved witk
the loathfome potions, when at length Pitt and Co.
got accefs 1o the Sovereign, and exhorted him to discharge
the noifome mefS, in confidence that the People would
overawe the Houfe of Commons, and [upport the Mo-
aarch.” Having ever uniformly abhorréd the House
of Commons, having ever considered the power
of which they had, in the last Century, bereaved
the' Monarch, as far more dangerous and injurious

i the People when in their hands, than in the
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hands of even the wgryf gf o)ur Kings. [ exulted,
therefore, in the event. I walked 30 miles to give
an unsolicited vote to a perfe&t Stranger, in opi
position to applications which it was painfu} te
resist. We succeeded. The 162 persons, who,
we are told, return a majority of the House of
Commons, would not, or could not, resist the
general voice. But, suppose the reverse, sul?pose
these 162 had persisted in obtruding the Port+
1ANDs, WyNpHAMS, BUrkEs, and ELL10TS, ont
the Sovereign; suppose then I had conspired with
others having the same views, suppose Mr. PirT
or some other person had said,——— Shall 162 udi-
viduals not only give law to ten millions of People,
but fhall they equally control their Will, and trample on
the Prerogatives of the Crown, and the Privileges of
the Peers of the reaim? Shall thefe 162 be permited to
claim the exclufive right of holding the Public Purfe,
of difpienfing it, with wanton pirodigality, when per-
mitted to divide amongft themfelves the great Offices of
the State: but threatening to with-hold the woft necef-

fary [upplies, threatening to diforganize the Siate, by
refufing to meet the moff prefing public exigencies,
nnlefs the Sovereign abandons his ancient and undoubted
Prerogatives, and fuffers them to fill all the great Offices
of the executive Government with their creatures, and
faffes every Bill they may chufe to manufaiiure?  Aud
Jhall the King, and his Peofile, be thus fet at defiance
by an inconfiderable body of men unknown tc our An-
ceflors, but who being fuffered, by fome of our Sovereigns,
10 attend wpon him in" Parliament, and lay their hunble
Petitions at the foot of the throne, have, by degrees. not
merely poffeffed themfelves of a flare of legiflative pozcer,
but, affuming the charafler of Reprefentatives of the
Pq%tle;, can thus fet both the People and the Sovereign
at defiance; fay, will you fuffer 162 individuals to feize
she Felm of State, compelling the King to give it to the,
DukE oF POoRTLAND; or, will you rriﬁe in fuppiort of
the Royal Right, to beftaw it wpon Mir. Prrr? ,
Shall we enter into St. Stephen’s Chapel, dafb out
the Speaker’s brains, with bis mace, and bear away
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the Heads of the Whole Body on our pikes ?——
Shall we any longer [uffer the Cornifp Boroughs
%o send Nabobs and Slave-holders o give Laws
%0 us aud our King? Or’ fball be enjoy his Prero-

atives, uncontroled, unlefs, when we bave destroy-
2d the prefent lower Houfe of Parliament,. be [bals
feem it expedient to form one on & plan more confift-
ént with the public bappinefs, and with bis Preroga-
Zives” — Whether such a speech would have been
;’llegal,abﬁtrd and wicked, I will not inquire; nor will
y dispute but, had the purpose been carried into
effe&®,” we might have been executed. as murderers
and rioters, but 1 wish to ask Mr. ANSTRUTHER,
‘Whether he would have advised his Party to in-
dict us for compassing and imagining the death of
the King, and have laid, as the overt aét, a con-
spiracy not indi@able of itself, and which could
no way support a charge of Treason, but on a
supposition of its being intended against the Lite
of the King, when the sole intention of the con-
spirators was precisely the reverse, and (whether
mistakenly or otherwise is not the question) to

\

:t't_:ﬁ’nd the King, and to refcue him from a depen--

dence on a body of men who had murdered one
of his Ancestors.

It must be recollected that no conspiracy or
preparation to levy War, is of itself Treason.——
‘The War must be actually levied, and against
the King, to make it so. 1f, then, circumstances
occur in almost every period of our History, an-
cient and modern, wherein a conspiracy against
the Jower House of Parliament might exist, and yet
be so far from implicating a design against the
Life of the King, that it might spring .from mo-
tives and principles not only unconneled, but even
adverse to it, one would hardly have imagined,
unless we had it from very high authority, that
« Jtseems to follow, asa necessary cConsequence,
that a proje&t of a Convention, which should have
for its object the obtaining a Parliamentary Reform,
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and that obje& only,( buts th)e obtaining it with-
out the authority of Parliament, and steps takes
upon it, would be High Treason in all the actors
in 1.

Nay, if a proje&t to reformr the Zwer House
of Parliament be of such a formidable nature, as
-that attempts to obtain an exclusion of Cornish
Burgesses, or an East India Squad, must be con-
strued as < a conffiracy to overturn the Gevernment;”
it may, possibly, seem to imply that this Jower
House of }’a-rliame_nt has acquired a greater im-
portance, and a larger share, in the Government,
than it foermerly enjoyed, or, than, as some may
think, it ought to possess. That an actual in-
surreion to destroy the Jower House of Parlia~
ment may be an offence amenable to our Laws,
on the same principle as an Insurretion to de-
stroy Meeting Houfes has been deemed so, | mean
not to disFute; because, though the object and in~
tention of the insurgents were laudable, yet, ag
the means they take to effet the purpose is dan-
gerous to the State, as it is impossible to limit the
effelts of a popular Commotion, as it may ever
endanger the fafety of the Sovereign, the Law
very properly interposes its san&ion, to secure the-
Peace and Safety of the State. But, however dan-
gerous such commotions may be deemed, though.
a fertile imagination may fanc; that they are, In.
effeét to introduce Anarchy, and that which An-
archy MAY CHAXCE to. settle down into after the:
King may have been brought to the scaffold,and after:
the Country has suffered all the miserics which’
discord and Civil War May produce;” yet, as
it does not follow that the intention of the sur-
gents must necessarily be the Destru&ion of the
King, such insurre@ions never yet have been
deemed overt aits of compassing or imagining his.
Death; far less have confpivactes for such Purposes
been considered as such. 'They have, like other
criminal purposes, - been left unncticed by our
Laws, until they attually ripened into action.
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. 'K, owing to exifiing circumflances it. may even af-
ford a tempory security to the Monarch, to deem
2 conspiracy ‘against the Jower House of parliament
as on a footing with a conspiracy against his Life,
yet may there be danger in establishiug it asa prin-
ciple of Law: exifiing circumflances may take pldce
in which the principle may be considered as ap-
proximating to Treason, because it seems to im-
ly that the Government vests in them as well as
in Him, which is not the language of our Law.
Our-ancient Monarchs, certainly,’ would not have
been verymuch gratified with such a description of
their Government, and, if our Kings have, of late
years, suffered the Jower House of Parliament to
possess the Government 0 the Country, it does not
seem very natural that we are to become the suf-
ferers, and be implicated in crimes unknown to our
Ancestors: for neither amongst all the adjudged
cases, from the Year books to Burrows, nor in all
our cart loads of Law Books, from Bracton to
Blackftone, will Treason against the Houfe of Commons
be found. Our modern Lawyers have set out on a
Voyage of Discovery, a circum-navigation of Trea-
son; and though their industry seems to be great,
and their nautical skill no less considerable, their
success appears not to be adequate; or, at least, their
_ yew discovered Land is enveloped in a mist, im-
pervious to common €yes. Thus we are told that,
« This cafe, which I flate to you, is a NEW and a
DOUBTFUL cafe;” though, indeed, we are told,
« Thus far is clear;” andwhat is it that is so clear?
why, « That a forcet. pon the Parliament must be im-
mediately divefled againft the King, who is an integral
fart of it; i muft reack the King, or it can have no
effect at ally” whether this be clear, whether it be
true, we may, perhaps, more particularly exa-
mine, when we come to investigate the Law upon
.the Question. At present, the absurdity of the
'new Law of Treason, on principles of commoh

sense, is all which it is meant to discuss. .
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POOR Ricuarp bluthes not to own, thit af.‘tcr

having performed with alacrity that tafk which
the duty to his numerous family day by day impofes
on him, he fuffers his mind to range beyond that fub-
ordinate and limited f{phere, to which the hand ‘of
providence feems more immediately to have confined
it. And he then feels himfelf not merely the parent
of a numerous offspring, juftly looking to him for
fupport, but as a citizen of the world, a member of
the great commonwealth of mankind, and cannot but
attend with fome anxiety to the occurrences of an evens-
ful period. With this difpofition he lately perufed a
celebrated manifefto ; and, as the fa&s did not exattly
correfpond with the views he had hitherto entertained,
nor the explsnations appear to be extremely obvious
or fatisfactory, he began to revolve in his mind, what
reply the French people might naturally adopt, in
cafe they were to exchange the manufacture of mufkets
and pikes for that of manifzfles. Retiring to reft, that
undifturbed repofe, the refult of a peaccful mind and
a laborious occupation, was difturbed by a vifien, the
obvious refult of a previous train of thought. He
imagined he beheld Britannia very bufily employed,
diftributing thefe manifeftos ; when fuddenly the genius
of France was unveiled to view, and holding in her
left hand one of the manifeftos which fhe appeared to
have juft perufed, with her right the ftilled the clamors
of war which had fpread around, and with firm' and
dignified afpet fhe advanced to addrefs Britannia;
nor did Timotheus's lyre range through the grand fcale
of Harmony with greater effect than her voice and
manner produced in adapting themfelves to the fenti-
ments, which the delivered. A faint trait of fprightly
fatire firft played upon her features, when the fimpli-
city becoming plain narration was quickly changed to
that dignity ﬁecoming unempaffioned reafoning, from
whence it paffed to mild expoftulation, arid role, with
gradual dignity, to ftern rzproach, and bold defiance.
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Confcious as he is of his inability to detail her capti-
vating harangue, and that the waking relation of a
dream can but convey an extremely faint idea of the
impreflion made on the vifionary fancy, yet cannot he
refift the inclination he feels to convey that faint idea.

The extreme condefeenfion of the minifters of his Bri-
tannic Majefty in promulgating a manifefto addrefled to
the people of France, oughtto excite in them the live-
lieft fentiments of gratitude, and juftly might they be
charged with having loft fight of their ancient cliarac-
 ter for politenefs, were they for a moment to neglect

making a fuitable acknowledgement.

The people of France, unfortunately, deprived of
thofe radiant beams of royalty they fo long enjoyed,

" muft feel inexpreflible fatisfaction on the extenfion of
the refulgent rays from the furrounding thrones to
their miferable country.

That the Kings of Sardinia, Naples, or Pruyffia, or
the Princes of Germany, who poflefs but limited domi-
nions, fhould thus extend their genial influence to
other countries may poffibly be accounted for from
that fpirit of beneficence which fo univerfally refides
in royal breafts, but that Her Imperial Majefty of all
the Ruffias, or the minifters of his Britannic Majefty,
whofe dominions fet geographical defcription at defi-
ance, thould thus condefcend, is a work of fupereroga-
tion which calls for the moft prompt and fervent ac-
knowledgments. .

This attention, from the Britith Court, is more pe-
culiarly pleafing from an apprehenfion entertained that
we were deemed unworthy of its notice; its oracle,
Mg Birke, having loudly proclaimed that our country
was not to be found:—< That be.could only fee a vaft
chafm which once was France.” As mankind are apt
to feel contempt more forcibly than even injury, we
were mortified to the extreme, at being thus unnoticed
among nations. Apprehenfive that thirty millions of

ople were-to be loft to mankind, and neceffitated to
become folitary reclufes, we were at length pleafingly
gratified by having our national exiftence recognifed,
by the invafion of cur country, if not by a confederacy
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ftarve our women, and our childred ; and the Br-
Court is, at laft, fo fully fatisfied of our exiftence;
" to addrefs us in moft pathetic exhortations, and
vowed explanations of its motives and its views.

But, however we may be gratified by this gracious
ondefcenfion, yet we cannot forbear to afk, whether
hs proceeding be not a little mal a propos? were the
beople of Frgnce before acquainted with the motives
M4 views of the Britifth Court? then was this
anifefto not merely nugatory, but derogatory to its
ignity, by reiterating thofe gracious offers which we
ad before defpifed.  On the contrary, if thefe gracious
frers never have been before made us, if we have been
¥/ berto frangers to them, furely it might have been
proper to have reverfed the order of proceeding;
d have fuffered thefe exhortations, thefe explana-
ons of motives, to have preceded the operations of
he armies.

Does this manifefto breathe a fpirit of reafon and
Lderation? 1fit be fuppofed that it may  aceelerate the
Nturn of peace,” would it not have operated as power-
lly to have prevented the commencement of bufiilities ?
e furely fhould have been more difpofed to receive
éneficent advice, or candid expoftulation; from a
iendly than from an bofile hand.  In the early ftages
f our revolution, we were naturally led to look on
ngland with a fraternal eye; even the Hall of the
acobins was ornamented with the royal flag of England.
With pain we faw this difpofition received, by the
bricith Court, with marked contempt: yet ftill would
ot we abandon the hope that the people, nay a part
f the Cabinet of England, Was friendly to our caufe; and
he concern was at the leaft equal to the indignation with
hich we beheld the various gradations regularly take
blace, from cool indifference to marked contempt, to ma~
gnant batredy to infult, 10 menace, to boftile afpes?, and
t laft to avowed aggrefion. Endeavours to conciliate
re returned with lofty tones of complaint,and offers of
htisfaltion fternly rejected, in words of ambiguity ; or
mands made with which it was known to be impoffi-
¢ we could comply.

@



Our extenfive. country could, from conqueft, der
no advantage ; fhe certainly fuppofed (whether t
or falfely s not the queftion) that our newly acqui
» liberty would open to us fources of happinefs, fuper
to our former government, or to the furrounding d
potifms. Iutereff, then, would rather fuggeft to
~ the exclufive poffeffion, than a participation of this ha
nefs. - Policy would prompt us rather to rivet
fetters, than to break the chams, of the flaves of
rounding defpots. We held out to the {urroun
nations the banner of univerfal peace, and they £
political, as well as moral, obligation calling on uf,
venerate it. ;
But, ftrongly as policy might call on us to a
pacific meafures, equally ftrong did it prompt fom
the fovereigns of Europe to purfue bgftile ones;
violently as they vociferated amongft their fubject
we were introducing diforder and mifery into our
happy country, yet well did they know that we
not injured any eflential part of the political fabf,
that, though we had levelled its gothic ornamge
with the duft, yet had we left even the Corint
capital of polithed fociety unimpaired. Why &
thould they have been fo anxious to difturb, and
troduce anarchy and diforder amongit us ? If they &
4he germinating feeds of mifery in our governmg.
they might have left them to have matured; /ucA|
government, and fuch a nation, would have opera
as a warning rather than an example. Had France ¢
hibited thz dreadful fpe@acle that in grafping liber
anarchy only was to be embraced ; had the people
Europe beheld our lands lie uncultivated, becaufe
who planted the crop could not reap, or enjoy it ; ¢
the merchant no longer brought his rich cargo "to ¢
ports, becaufe our laws could not proteét him in
difpofal ; or if the manufdcturer declined to put
piece into the loom, from the apprehenfion of its b
ing torn fromit, by a licentious rabble; then wouj
the furrounding flaves have mocked at our new fan
led liberty, and have. embraced their chains W
pleafure ;- the people of Framce would not then ha
lavifhed their blood to refift the invaders of their lan




ut with pleafure have Fubsmitred to any yoke; well
nowing none to be fo dreadful as that from which
Whey were delivered.  The meafures the defpots have
ipurfued, to bring mifery on our land, is proof that
they were convinced that their efforts were requifite to
produce it. They knew that the rich harveft would
woclaim, to furrounding nations, that our agriculture
as. emancipated from feudal and clerical claims.
"hey knew that an equal fyftem of law would per-
ade the nation, proteting and cherifhing our manu-
fattures and our commerce ; and that difcord, removed
by intire religious freedom, we fhould prefent a
peacle to the world as favorable to religion and mo-
cality, as the alliance between church and ftate had
roved inimical. Hence the moft powerful monarchs
lembled their armies, and, with hoftile afpect, ho-
ered on our borders. With a monarch on the throne,
nd ftrangers to that deteffation of Kings which we
ave fince had good caufe to cherith, we turned our
yes to his Britannic Majefly ; and, though we had no
‘afon for fuppofing him peculiarly favorable to us,
t we folicited him to accept the office of mediator.
f our proceedings were injurious to foreign nations,
r dangerous to fociety, as is now aflerted, why not
en come forward to warn and to admonith? Is it
$fential to regal dignity that advice mutft be obtruded
4%4 not folicited ? or muft the manifeftos of the Bri-
court be found only in the fields of war? Ifas
S now infinuated, the King of England was friendly
the conttitution of 1789, let it be recolletted #bat
nftitution then exifted, and its friecnds who were
edominant in the councils of France, would cer-
nly have coalefced with the Britifh court for its fup-
rt. They at leaft did not with the oppofite parties
mountain, or-the wiblent republicans to prevail ;
r did #bey with to lofe their lives at the guillotine,
wafte them in Prufian prifons. But, if the Britifh
rt, thus obftinately refufed to interpofe its media~
to prevent the commencement of hottilities, -will
y tell us on what principle, the moment the fate of

had put fome of the enemies towns iii ur pols.
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feflion, they #ben came fs)rward, complained that
had dared to beat our enemies, and demanded th
we fhould relinquith our conquefts, without even e
gaging that they fhould become the price of peace
and if their reprefentations had any meaning, it was
that in the midft of war we were to {urrender up towns
on the borders of our territories, that they might agat
become hoftile po{ts, from whence the enemy might
again pour out anarmed banditti on our country. W
do not afk whether fuch a propofition was ever accede
to? We demand if fuch an one was ever befor
made ? '

If the Britifh minifters fuppofed that we did s
perfeitly comprebend the extenfive benificence of their d
figns, and it was deemed requifite to publith a2 man
fefto to explain them, fome might deem it an unplez
pleafant circumftance, that the horrors of war thoul
have been let loofe upon us, without thefe explana
tions having previoufly taken place. Such has formerl
been the pratice of the nations of Europe, but th
Englith have, ever fince 1755, been charged wi
practifing a new fyftem, and to thew their coura
it is faid, that, like an Italian bravo, they ftrike fir
and explain afterwards. Shall we fuppofe that, lik
the heroes of the bufkin, they cannot open their mout
without a prelude of trumpets ? or; that, like fome g
the Gods of -our anceftors, they are only to be ap
proached, and their will difcovered, through the m
dium of buman facrifices? for it feems to be deemec
requifite, that hundreds of thoufands muft lie gafping
in the fields of death, ere the Court of London w;
eondefeend to explain itfelf, and villages filled wi“
widows and orphans is the cheap price at which wéf
are to purchafe, from them, a manifefto, makirgg
known their fovereign will and pleafure. And 1
may be.noticed that, fully as their motives are €x
plained in this manifeftd, yet. the principal one re¢
mains unexplained, viz. the motive for now,
not till now, publifhing them,

Do -they, after being defeated in their views
conquering our flests, obtain pofleflion of them
the name of Louis XVIJ. becaufe they know t

n
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fuch a being will never exift, and that, therefore,
what is thus obtained will remain with, them for
ever ? Poffibly this manifefto, though it bears 2 fo-
reign fuperfcription, may be merely intended for
the « good people of England ?” Do they begin -
to feel the effects of war ? Does John Bull begin to.
grumble, for want of plunder, proceffions and illu-
minations ? Does the clamour of republicanifin,and
levelling begin to lofe its effeé ? and is it become
again requifite to invent fomething new to amufe
the ignorant populace, and hold out to them the idea
that France {purns the moderate and unambitious,
views of the Britifh court ¢ Or, perhaps, the curious
manifefto refults from the ill fuccefs of their feets
and armies, and from their now having no hope of
difmembring our country and annihilating our exif-
tence as a people ! To cover their difgrace, it may
be defirable to intimate that the idea was never enter-
tained. But we know that Valenciennes and Conde
were feized in the name of the Emperor, and Dun-
kirk and Martinico (ummoned. to furrender to the
king of England. We alfo know, whether it be
owing to French courage, of to Englifth honour, that
they are not now diffevered from our empire. And,
however forward the Englith minifters may now be.
to proclaim, to the whole world, their objets in pro-
{ecuting this war, yet we cannot but recolle@t that, it
is but a few months fince they refufed to avow
and explain them, even to the very affembly who
were to provide the means of carrying them into
effect.

"If this manifefto be a mere temporary .expedient,
for fome polirical purpofe, we thall naturally be in-
duced to afk, « How long it is to be in force 2
nearly a fimilar one of the Prince of Coburg’s was in
force four days. . Whether this is to have a longer or .
a fhorter operation thofe who iffued it may poffibly
_be ignorant. If it originated in the rout of the
Duke of York before Dunkirk, it may already be
terminated, by a recent fuccefs; and we may be
cven now employed n a talk as nugatory and def-
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picable, as refuting the memorials on the limits of
Acadia.

But we do not apprehend that the Britifh court
will ever retra&t any promife contained in this mani-
fefto, becaufe we do not perceive that it contains any-.
The openhearted foldier, the Prince of Coburg, 2
ftranger to the art of condulling a war of words,
unfortunately, in his fhort manifefto, conveyed fome
meaning : it, therefore, became requifite to cancel it,
and publith a new edition, matured ‘in the Englith
cabinet, amplified in words but deftitute of mean-
ing; and fo admirably conftruéted is this excellent
piece, that no event can poflibly take place which
can be deemed a violation. For inftance, fuppofe
« the well difpofed inhabitants of France” fhould, like
the Toulonefe, place confidence” in the Britith
court, and depofit all our maritime proviiices, our
flects, and our arfenals, in their hands; fuppofe that,
when our mation is thus weakened, the Auftrian,
Pruffian, and Ruffian armies fhould poffefs themfelves
of the remainder, rout the National Affembly, and
guillotine the murderers of the King of France; is
there any obligation that thofe who happen to be in
poffeffion of Rheims fhall crown the lictle king ¢
The Jacobins may have wickédly greafed their boots
with the holy oil, or fome other wcigg'tty reafon may
occur for deferring the ceremony, and we may, pof-
fibly, be difappointed if we expect the allied powers to
make us a king, and then march off to the refpective
places from whence they came, and leave the fceptre
unimpaired in his hands. The king of England may
fay that he never. engaged for others. He only ex-
prefled a  hope of finding in the other powers,
« engaged with him in the common caufe, fen-
« timents and views perfe€ly comformable to his
« own.” That he cannot dictate to them, but that
whenever they have reftored the monarchy he is
ready, with punétuality and good faith, to reftore,
even to an ounce of gunpowder, every thing in his
pofleffion ; and, in the mean while, he only keeps"’
~ them as a facred depofit, until fuch a defirable eveng



fhall take place. Aga(in, 9fuP)pof_e that, in purfuance
of the kind admonitions, in this marifefto, we were of
fet about framing a government, and endeavour. to
adapt it to the tafte of the Britith court: pray is
there no danger of its becoming a little faftidious,
when the approving our government is to be fol-
lowed by refunding our ports, our fleets, and our
arfenals ? certainly fuch conduét would not be quite
in the neweft Englifh fafthion. St. Stephens chapel
has refounded full as much with complaints of the
injuftice, and cruelty, exercifed towards the princes,
and other great perfonages of Indoftan, as towards
the king, queen, nobles and clergy of France ; and
has been for twenty years”?=:XL/ the culprits,
but we have never yet heard that any reparation
was ever propofed to be made to the injured. On
the contrary, the countries, and revenues which had
been voted to have been unjuftly feized, from the na-
tive fovereigns, inftead of being reftored, were all
partitioned between the company and the £2:2, and
the very money which had been refolved to have
been infamoufly extorted, inftead of being reftored,
is applied, without fcruple, to the important pur-
pofe of hiring Germé/ﬁs-‘r)-‘-‘g?to reftore the French-Z22 -
Suppofing then this valuable purpofe fhould be
effe¢ted, and we fhould place littdle Capet upon
the throne, may not the Britith court fay, that though
in the manifefto they infifted on our having a king,
yet they had alfo infifted on our having a ¢ ftable™
government, and, at prefent, it was poflfible we
might. change it? Ifa lapfe of years thould prove
its ¢ ftability,” we might then be told, it muft alfe
be a “ legitimate” government; and, on an accu-
rate inveftigation, they may poflibly find fome flaw;
they may tell us they have heard that young Capet was
introduced in a warming-pan, and they cannot think
of reftoring us our fleetsuntil they fee a Dutch Sooter-
kin placed on the throne, by fourten thoufand fo-
reign troops. And fhould we comply with this, we
may then be informed, that they wondered at our
affurance, in forming fuch unreafonable cxpc&aﬁons’
for that it had been particularly fpecified ig the ma,
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nifefto, that our government muft be formed en
« principles of univerfal juftice,” whereas our prin-
ciples of government were fo far from being univer-
fal, that they were diffonant to thofe of Japan, of
Otaheite, and of Abyflinia.

The manifefto exults in the’ confidence which has
been placed in the Britith government, by the people
of Toulon. - What fentiments of honour can prevail
in 2 nation which can exult in fuch a —— ? Isit a
caufe of exultation that you have obtained pofleffion
of a feet, at the expence of the blood of the wretched
Foulonnefe, who mull inevitably fall a facrifice to their
enraged countrymer, and thus fupply you with frefh
fources of exclamation againft~that cruelty which
fome of us fay you have inceflantly laboured to
exeite ! Fs it a caufe of exultation, that you have ob-
tained pofleffion of their town, by holding out to
them an idea that the Britifh Court approved the Ji-
mited monarchy of 17892 that very {fyflem which,
even fo late as January laft, was, in Lord Auckland’s
memorial, ftigmatifed as «a fiffem of atrocity, fur-
paffing all that ever fullied the page of biftery,” and that
our * folly and wickednefs bave, for four years, been in-
sroducing this fiftem, from whence bas flowed, in quick
_ﬁwce_ﬂion, the events which bave Since bappeired.” So
accurate is your chronology, that you carefully ftig-
ratize ws as adopting a regular {yftem of atrocity,
from the firft moment we deviated from our ancient
defpotifm. That is the detefted goal to which we are
called upen to haften. In vain we have looked to
England for a kind, a fraternal hand, to lead us on-
ward to peace, to liberty, 1O bappinefs. 1In the lan-
guage of a Burke, and a Calonne, the ftrongly told us
to tread back the fteps we had taken s and again kifs
out chains. She told us this, becaufe fhe abhors the
shovught that any other nation fhould tafte the fweets
of freedom ; -and if a younger brother dares but to
glance 2 look at the throne of liberty, behold, fhe
prepares the bowftring .

Heowever diverfified may have been the malign af-
peds of the Britith miniftry, yet their true import
mever-was- equivocal ; they have uniformly pointed
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towards us with deadly portent. They have indeed
ventured to declare, in the face of Europe, that
« From the firfp peviod, when Louis XVI. called bis
peaple around bim, for their common bappinefs, the king bas
‘uniformly fbewn, by bis condult, the fincerity of bis wifbess
for the fuceefs of fo difficult, but at the Jame time, Jo in-
terefting an undertaking. But they have forgot to in-
form us what was that condué which proved the < Sfin-
cerity of the wifbes, for the Juccefs of the difficult and
interefting undertaking ;" and they alfo forget that it
is only within their own territories that they have a
right to be believed without evidence, or in oppofition
to indubitable teftimony. But we will not call for
the proof of wifbes for the fuccefs of our difficult under-
taking. We will be content with the leaft fhadow
of evidence, that the wifbes were not uniformly ad-
verfe. We demand proof that the ballance ever hung
for a fingle moment in equilibrio. The difpofition of
the Britith court was manifeft, from the firft dawn of
the French revolution, from the firft meeting of the
National Affembly, when the principal, "and moft
corrupt, member of the antient defpotifm fled from the
juftice, loaded with the fpoils, of the country, and was
received with open arms, careflfed at the Britifh court,
and was fuppofed, in no fiall degree, to affift its
counfels. It was manifeft, when awretch, who taken
from among the fwinifh multitude, and placed in the
legiflative body, by ariftocratic power, to affift it
in feizing the helm of ftate, had been employed for a
feries of years in pouring out, on every branch of the
legiflature, every member of the executive power, and
every act of ftate, torrents of infult, incompatible with
good government, and the flendereft ideas of focial
order; and when the fovereign was in a fituation
which moyed every heart to pity, and excited even
in thofe who were inimical to his government, mo-
mentary effufions of loyalty and affection, he treated
him. with fuch bafe and degrading infult as by fome
it might have been imagined, no gentleman weuld
have borne, and to which no good government ought
to have fuffered even a fubordinate magiftrate to
haye been cxpofcd; yet no fooner did this wretch
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begin to throw out his foul and flanderous abufe on .
thc National Aflembly, on its very formation, though

the a& of the fovercign, on every meafure it had

adopted, and on the conftitution it had formed, than

it proved fo acceptable to the Englith court, fo con-

fonant to their ideas, that it inftantly cancelled all his

crimes, and he was received, careffed, and applauded,
in a mauner fo remarkable as if not to degrade the

charatter of the fovereign, yet, at leaft, to prove de-

cidedly the difpofition of the court.

Lord Auckland’s memorial afferts that for four
vears they “ faw a new fyfiem of civil fociety forming in
& great and neighbouring nation, overthrewing and de-
Sraying all the received notions of fubordination, of manners,
of weligion. That property, liberty, fafety, life itfelf, bad
been the [port of rage, of the fpirit of rapine, of batred,
of ambition the moft cruel, and the moff unnatural.”’
¥s it to be believed, that the Britith court, for three
years, were perfectly unconcerned ? muft we not in-
fer, that from the firft dawn of this nefarious fyftem
they took meafures to prevent its effelt ; and that the
open avowal of them did not originate in a French
fhip failing up the Scheldt, or in the decapitation of
the French King ? In ‘the early ftages of the French
revolution, it certainly did not appear to be neceflary
to adopt fuch vigorous meafures as fending Britith
fleets round Europe, to compel every nation (except
Ruffia) to unite for the deftruction of this fyftem. It
might then be deemed neceflary merely for England
to hold out to Europe, clear and unequivocal proofs
of its real difpofition, infpiring a confidence that a
firm reliance might be made on her utmoft exertions
when they fhould become neceflary. It was long
before any of the other powers difcovered that even
tbejr interfcrence was neceflary to fubvert the new
fyftem. It was fiift hoped that the king, nobles, and
elergy of. I'rance, aided by the private co-operation
of the furrounding powers, might effeét it. The
rext ftep was to affemble armies with hoftile afpect
on their borders, while the king of France, with his
remaining prerogatives, was obﬁru&mg the new go-
verpment, -and (as was fully proved on his mal) CM-
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ploying the immenfe rt(:venue they had aflfigned him,
in fpreading corruption through the new fyftem, even
from the leaders of the National Aflfembly to the
loweft feribling journalift. But at length, when the
energy of the people juftly deprived him of a power
he had fo grofly abufed, and drove the nobility and
clergy, from a country which they were, in conjunc-
tion with foreign powers, endeavouring to difturb ;
there then remained no hope of any effeftual counter-
revolutionary power exifting in France, and, as Mr.
Burke juftly obferved, it then became requifite that the
power to effect this important change fhould be from
without. But it did not even then appear to have
become neceflary that England thould spendy join the
confederation of Pilnitz. Mr. Burke had depitted
. France as without refources, and her army without
difcipline ; it was therefore confidently expe&ted that
the Duke of Brunfwick, with a fword in one hand,
and a manifefto in the other, would have been able,
with eafe, to effect the views of the auguft fovereigns.
It then feemed to be as unneceffary for England to
aflit openly in the difmemberment of France, as in
that of Poland; and Hanover feemed to have a fair
profpect of being fecured from their dangerous con-
tagion. But the unexpected termination of that cam-
paign rendered the active and open co-operation of
England indifpenfible. Or alas! the quiet eftablifhment
of a ftable government might unfortunately have
taken place, notwithftanding the laudable endea-
vou which had been made to prevent it; and, as
France had offered to coalefce with any other free
people, for mutual fupport, there was danger of Po-
land’s confederating with them, for fo deteftable a
purpofe; and, dreadful to think of, what muft then -
have become of Hanover, aad the three hundred
other fovereignties of Germany, when thus placed -
between two free republicks! a cry of daggers and
king-killing was now become neceffary, and republi-
canifm and levelling, was echoed through your fand.
You launched into” the war @ /z mode . Angloife, and
now hold forth to us an idea that you are invading
and defolating -our country, to reftore that very con-
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firutioo of 1789, which fuch indefatigable pains have
been tzken to fubvert.

But we have taken unneceffary pains, to prove
the fhare you have taken in the calamities of France:
thofe who are acquainted with the hiftory of Europe,
fince your revolution ; thofe who are acquainted with
your conftant interference, in every event, in every
country, from the partitions of the Spanifh monarchy
to the difpute about 2 Turkifh fortrefs, will not eafily
believe that thefe bufy meddlers took no part in our
affairs, and ftood by, for three years, idle fpettators
of fuch an important event. No; they will fay,
prove the difpofitions, the withes of the Englith
court, and you, at the fame time, prove, that “ 1t
« exerted itfelf, as far as was in its power, or as the
«¢ apparent exigencies af the time called for, to effec-
« tuate thofe wifhes, and to act confonantly to that
« difpofition.” Nay, had the Britifh court profeffed
to this moment a ftrict neutrality, had the moft pierc-
ing eye been unable to difcover the leaft traces of its
interference inour affairs, we fhould only have inferred
that they had been conducted in profound fecrecy,
and that they were of a nature becoming the darknefs
in which they were enveloped.

The (hare which a cabinet takes in any tranfation,
is not to be judged of by the open and avowed part
it may adopt, under the cover of neutrality, effettual
meafures may be purfued, when hoftile ones may not
be expedient. SO England ftood by with affected
unconcern, for almoft four years, 2 calm fpectator
of the important €vents which have taken place in
France; fo, with 2 Gimilar neutrality, has fhe be-
Leld the difmemberment of Poland, and the extir-
pation of liberty from that country, and had the
Duke of Brunfwick been as fuccefstul in the one
. country as the Ruffian armies were in the other, it
might fill have been afferted that England had been
perfeitly neuter; they might even have denied ever
having acceded to the cenfederation of Pilnitz. The
thare England has latterly had in the difmember-
ment of Poland, it may be difficult to afcertairt.
That it originated in the Englith cabinet, might,
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perhaps never have tfecn {furmifed, had not a littde
fracasstaken place between two and three years fince.
The firft proje& refpecting Poland was to difmember
it of its fea-ports, and thereby render it depeadent
on thofe who pofleffed them. Poland fuccefsfully re-
{ifted the demand, as the powers who made it were
inadequate to the tafk of enforcing a compliance.
As every unfuccefsful attempt on the rights of others
is attended with odium, even as fuccefsful ones are
generally accompanied with eclat; fo the court of
Pruffia, defirous of removing the odmum from itlelf,
publithed a manifefto “¢ contradicting the reports
« as falfe as they are induftrioufly circulated wirh
“ equal impudence and artfulnefs, relating to the
“ acquifition of Dantzic, and other wiews in re-
« gard to Poland. On the contrary it is certain Mr.
¢ Hailes, the Britith envoy at Warfaw, has employed
« every means in his power to bring about a treaty,
~ < the bafis of which was to be a ceffion of Dantzic.
¢ But the court of Berlin has been entirely paffive in
¢ this tranfaltion.” The difmemberment of Poland
may not have taken place exatly according to the
mode projected by the Britith miniftry; they may
have proved unable to ride in the tempeft and dire&
the ftorm. Such a power as England may affift ia
forming plans, giving an impetus to political opera-
tions, while more powerful natioas will affume the
reins and convert them to their own ends. The
Polith canvas may have been prepared by England :
but the mafterly hand of Ruffia finifhes the defign.

However fuccefsful England may have been in
partitioning the Myfore, yet her fuccefs in difmem-
bring European nations has not been remarkable ;
the glorious and immortal King William did not
perfe@ly fucceed in his admirable plans for parti-
tiening and difpofing of the Spanifh monarchy ; the
event proved his wifdom to be almoft equal to his
virtue. Let England then be comforted by the re-
fletion, that even had the defign of difmembring
France fucceeded, it might have terminated as dif-
{onantly to any plan fhe might have projected as the
difmemberment of Poland, Englifh manifettos, ahd
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declarations, might have but)little‘ ‘weight with the
great powers engaged in the prefent conteft, and the
hope his Britannic majefty now expreffes of find-
« ing in the other powers fentiments and views per-
« feltly conformable to his own,” may happen to be
delufive. His. majefty has communicated to Hol-
land his declaration, and, notwithftanding the ftrick
connection between them, the fentiments do not feem
exactly to correfpond.  The Dutch do not feem
like the king of England, to infift on the eftablifhment
of an ¢ hereditary monarchy,” as abfolutely indif-
penfible ; but they declare they engaged in' the. war
for the purpofe of obtaining indemnity, and fatisfac-
tion, though the king of England propofes only
« equitable and moderate conditions, not fuch as the
expences, the rifques, and the facrifices of war might
« juftify.” The people of France, not to be behind
hand in generous offers, will engage that whenever
they eftablith an ¢ hereditary monarchial govern-
" ment,” to oblige the king of England, they will
gratify their high mightineffes, the Dutch, by giving
them a full indemnity for all their expences. After
the decided proof of the difpofition of the Britith
court, as adverfe to the reform of the French govern-
ment, manifelted by every act, nay confirmed and ac-
knowledged by themfelves, in Lord Auckland’s me-
morial, can it be believed, that the conftitution of
1789 is meant to be reflored? Can we believe they-
really lament that « the defigns which had been
« profeffed, of reforming the abyfes of the govern-
ment of France, of eftablifhing perfonal liberty,
and the rights of property, on a folid foundation,
of fecuring to an extenfive and populous country,
the benefit of a wife legiflation, and an equitable
« and mild adminiftration of its laws, all thefe falu-
« tary views have unfortunately perifhed.” & Are we
to believe that they deem it unfortunate, that. thefe
 vieas have vanifhed, ,who, though in ftrict .alliance
- with the old government, yet from thefirlt forma-
tion of the new, not only refufed all alliance:to give
it fupport, all mediation with its enemies-to pro-
tcjét it from overthrow, and have fince ftigmatzed

[49
({4
(3

({3



| /45

Poor Richard’s Scrapsy - No. 3, .

Price Tbreepence, or Five for a Shilling.
Sold by M. GURNEY, No. 128, Holborn-Hill, -

" Where may be had, A DEFENCE of the FRENCH
DECREE for emancipating the NEGROES.
'THQUGHTS o the IMPENDING INVASION
. of ENGLAND. ’
A Discourst occafioned by the Generar FasT.
The above by W. FO X,

On the Excellence of the BRITIsSH GOVERNMENT.

AMO NGST the numerous pofitions which we
tranfmit from age to age as indubitable truths,
the excellence of the Britifh Conftitution is the moft
memofable, and it is fuppofed as little to require proof
or .illuftration,” as that the Sun warms, or that coid
freezes, - Tt will hardly be fhagined that T mean
to thock my Readers by difputing what is fo uni-
verfally admitted, yet I muft own, that 1 have no bét-
ter reafon for admitting, its truth, than the common
adage, that * What every body fays muft be true.”—
Greatly mortified that T fbould pofefs fuch an infe-

siority of intellect as to be incapable of obtaining the

flendereft idea on a {i.bje@t which was faid to be fo
extremely obvious, ftill more did 1 fecl my degrada-
tion wher, ‘on a recent alarm, the whole nation wcre
impanelled as a Jury, by Royal Preclamation, to give
their yerdi@® on our excellent Conftitunion; and to
complete my mortification, a Wefl India Negro, in my
neighbourhood, figned his atteftationto the'excellence
of our well balanced Conftitution, and his refolution

to defend®it againft Republicans and Levellers, whiltt,

alas! 1 was unable to difcover what this Conftitution °

was, or whereinits excellence -confifted.

If by the term Britifti Conftitution were mc:eﬁy'

meant the mode in which thé exifting Britith Go-
vernment was conftitutéd, or what were its conftitu-
ent parts, that cenainly might ‘be eafily afcertained
by an>examination of the Government itfelf ; but
~ dlae fenle-in which the term Eritith Conftitution is
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generally ufed, certainly implies fomething very dif-
ferent from the frame or Conftitution of the exifting
Government; becaufe nothing is more common than
to confider the exifting Government as having de-
parted from the Conftitution, even as being conftituted
in 2 manner hoftile to the fpirit of the Conftitutions -
and our patriots are continually calling on us to -
carry back our Conttitution to its firft principles, to
rub off the few fpecks and blemifhes which the lapfe
of time has produced, and #bus to reftore the Contti-
tution to its original perfettion.

This cuftom of fpeaking of the Conftitution as the
foundation and origin of Government, has authorifed
Mr. Paine to call onus to produce ity to tell us
where it was to be found, and when, and by whom, it
was framed ; and, as this is impoffible, he advifes us
to diffolve our Government, and ther: form a Confti-
tution on which a Government may be reared.

However naturally thefe inferences of Mr. Painé’s
may refult from the premifes we have furnifhed him,
yet neither the one nor the other am | difpofed to ad-
mit. Of a conftitution 1 neither know, nor am an-
xious to know any thing. If, on examining the exift-
ing Government, it appears to be fo conftituted as to
aniwer, in a tolerable degree, its proper purpoles, it
becomes intitled to our fupport; and even though
it may pofefs great and eflential defeéts, yet may it
be fuffered to remain undiflurbed, if the remedy
threatens greater evils than thofe which already exift.
and if a licentious populace be induced to fubmit
to the reftraints of Government by tales of a well
balanced Conflitution, the wonder and the envy of the
univerfe, in fuch cafe let us view the defpieable " de-
Jufion with filent contempt: but if ever it fhould be
employed for the purpofe of inflaming an haughty
people, prompting shem to infule, and to injure other
nations, it then becomes ws to draw afide the veil,
and point out the dangerous deception. While Don
Quixote is content to wander in the woods, let him
with impunity indulge his frantic fancy with the ima-
ginary charma of his peerles Dulcinea; but when



he comes forth and intrgdcs his vagatries on mafis
kind, rendering them'a fource of outrage and of in-
fult, it then becomes neceffary to notice his errof,
ftrip his dowdy of her imaginary charms, and point
out her filth and her deformity.
~ The whimfical imagination of the Knight of La
Mancha never depicted his homely miftrefs in more
fuperlative, and more numerous perfe&tions, than the
Englitiman does - the Conftitution of his country.
He tells us, that it was formed by the deliberative
wifdom of his anceftors, who bled in the field and
died on the fcaffold to preferve the ineftimable gem
pure and unfullied ; and, tranfmitted through a {fuc-
ceffion of ages, it is bequeathed to us as a precious
truft to be handed down unimpaired to pofterity. of
this pompous detail never have I yet been able to
difcover the leaft trait. In reviewing the annals of
our country, we have to review a fucceffion of bar-
barous ages, diftinguifhed by manners, and abound-
ing with events correfpondently favage. Could
we have difcovered that a Government, e€ven of
a tolerable nature, had ever been formed by fuch
barbarians, it would, indeed, have been a remark-
able circumftance, worthy of difcuffion and eluci=
dation. To what period of our hiftory are we to
look, to what hiftorian are we to refort, to difcover
our wife anceftors affembled to exercife their delibe-
rative wifdom, by framing a Confticution which
was to remain hundreds, or thoufands of years, the
wonder, and the envy, of the univerfe. As genuine
hiftory is totally filenc as to this memorable event,
fhall we refort to fabulous ages? Shall we fuppofe.
that Brutus made us the invaluable prefent? Or, fhall
we confult GLOFFREY, OF NiInNius, whether ARTHUR,
and his Knights of the Round Table, framed this
monument of human wifdom! We may, indecd,
jmagine that Csar’s envy induced him to leave un-
noticed this excellent Confticution, or policy might
prompt_the omiffion, left the fplendid {petacle
fhould fpread difcontent amongft the Roman people.
If it had no exiftence when Cefar invaded the



ifland, was it brought amongft us by Danith, or
Saxon pirates? Did they plunder and conquer us,
and then generoufly prefent us with a free Confti-
tution? Thefe favage plunderers, wherever they in-
undated, certainly poffeffed, in no fmall degree, that
fpecies of liberty which confifts in an exemption
from the reftraints of law, and government ; but this
liberty they kept to themfelves. The fubjugated
people became flaves, or vaffals, to the conquerors,
and were parcelled out among their chiefs. Thefe
chiefs were fo lawlefs that we find one of their Dukes,
after having for years difturbed the nation with his
piracies and robberies, fat down quietly to enjoy the
fpoils; and fo deftitute was the nation of govern-
ment that none dared to call him to account And
a vafial’s running away, or betraying his Lord," was
the only capital offeace in all the diverfified codes
of the Saxon princes. Pompous accounts have been
given of Alfred’s body of laws. As not a fingle vef~
tige of them remains, we may certainly afcribe to it
every imaginary excellence. To Charlemagne’s laws
have the old chronicles equally afcribed perfeftion ;
they, however, exift, to falfify the afcription. Ar.
Gibbon has carefully examined them; he defcribes
them as chiefly local, and petty regulations, totally
undeferving the charalter of a general fyftem of law,
or government. lfred and Charlemagne may have
deferved praife from their contemporaries, and they,
in tranfmitting praife, may with it have combined
fittion: but, cven admitting the moft exaggerated
accounts, it does not appear that the laws o?d{fred
have a claim to a fuperior degree of merit than Mr.
Gibbon has afcribed to thofe of Charlemagne. One
of the b-ft of our hiftorians obferves, that nothing
has been difcovered which proves them to deferve the
tizle of a complee body of laws; that, fo far from
bearing any icfemblance to a fyficm of government,
thofe of which we have accounts feem to relate
merely to private injuries, pumfhed chiefly by fine,
and regulated not merely by the nature of the injury
but by the rank of the parties, Some of the moit
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fevere punithments we find to be amputation of the
right hand for facrilege, cutting out the tongue for
fpreading falfe rumors, and caftration if a vaffal
ravifhed a fellow vafial; but if it was done by the
Lord it feems to have been deemed as infignificant
an offence as it is now in our Weft India Iflands.
Iike them, offences againft the Lord was put on a
level with thofe againft the King, and punithed as
rebellion, with lofs of life and goods. Moft offences
were punifhed with fines, which, if the offender was
unable to pay, himfelf, wife, and children, were con-
demned to flavery. So far from the Government
bearing the leaft refemblance to any modern form,
none but thofe who compofed the Wettenagemot
fochﬁ'cd the leaft fhare in the Goverrment; and fo
. Jate as the year 044, one of the blood royal could
not be admiitted to a feat in the Great ¢ ouncil of
the nation, becaufe he had not 40 hides of land, and
when poffeffed of them, he was entitled to take his
feat. For many centuries afrerwzrds the terin Sree-
man was apphied only to thofe who held lands imme«
diately from the Kirg; and, both before and atter
" the Conquett, the revenues and authority of the fove-
rreign were derived chiefly from the crown linds, and
i the nature of the tenures under which they were held.
‘It appears from Doomiday Bock that the Congqueror
‘held 1400 manors, which had been poffeffed by Ed-
ward the Confeffor. The addition made to them by
“the forfeitures of Harold's adherents, and probably
ythe change from alledial to military tenures, occa-
' fioned the great increafe of the royal power after the
. Conquett, and as the fucceeding monarchs parsed with
itheir lands, their power decreafed, until at laft the Ba-
;ons extorted from ¥obn, and afterwards purchafed of
Henry, the celebrated Magna Charta : but, however
elebrated it may have been, it will not be eafy to
race in it the leaft feature of the prefent Government
f England ; it contains merely conceflions and regu-
ations concerning a fyftem which fucceeding events
ave totally deftroyed, and which thofe events would
ave equally deftroyed, had Magna Charta never
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exifted. There does pot cven appear any ground to
fuppofe that this charter had the moft aceidental
cffe@ in produc'mg the prefent Gevernment, which
may evidently be traced to caufes even of an oppofite
nature. The objeét of this charter was to increafe,
and fecure, the authority of the Clergy, and Barons;
hardly a fyllable 1s to be found which improved the
liberty of any other clafs of the community. The
former immunities of privileged cities are indeed
mentioned, and the Lords villains are protc&ed from
the King on the fame principle as the Weft India
flaves are proteéted by their owners. However much
we may boalt of this palladium of our liberties, there
is only one paffage in it which is ever mentioned.
We are frequently told of the 29th chapter, that
« No freeman {hall be taken, imprifoned, &c, but
by lawful judgment of his peers.”  But let us recol-
Je& that this was 2 {pecial granttoa privileged order
of men; for the term freemen then meant merely the

reater landholders. So much were, what we term,
the people, then out of the contemplation of law and
government, that the word pesple 1s ufed by the hif-
torians of thofe times to defcribe an affembly of the
great lay Jandholders, and are fo called to diftinguifh .
them from the Bifhops and Abbots. So extremely
few were thofe who were ntitled to the appellation
of freemen, or were frequently defcribed by the term
people, that we often read of their all meeting toge-
ther in one place, and perfonally giving their con-
fenr. Above all, it muft be recollected that this
charter has not 2 fyllable refpeéting parliaments,
fanding armits, rights of taxation, OF any of thofe
important points which are now fuppofed to confti-
tute the moft material branches of the Confti-
WFiOno ) . ’

So far is Magna Charta from afcertaining, or fecur-
ing, our libertics, that our prefent freedem could
pever have taken place, of the Government have
exifted in its prefent ftate, had this law been invio-
Jably prefqrvcd; its fubverfion, not its prcfcr-
vation, is the foundation of that degree of happi-
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nefs which we enjoy. (Had the Clergy, and the Ba~*
rons, ftill preferved thofe ;mmunities, and thofe pri-
vileges, which it was the fole objeét of Magna Charta
to fecure to them, little reafon fhould we have had
10 boaft of liberty. T he oppreflion and mifery of
moft of the nations of Europe refult from thofe pri-
vileges having been retained ; and the fuperior hap-
pineis England enjoys 1s becaufe here they have been
trampled under foot. And it is to the circumftances
which effected this, that we are to look for the origin
of the modern Britiflh Government. The Barons
were in fome degree ~eakened by the crufades, but
ftill more by their bloody domeftic feuds. Poffefied
of that property, and of that power, which they had
obtained from the fovereigns; to make and unmake
Kings, was, for a feries of years, the fole occupation
of thefe barbarians, one of whom obtained the nick-
name of the King maker. 1n the revolutions which
thefe adventures produced, profcriptions and for-
feitures weakened the Barons, and increafed the
power of the Crown, which enabled Richard i,
Henry vir and v, totally to fubjugate them, and
annihilate their power. The laft monarch having alfo,
fortunacely, quarrelled with the Court of Rome, feized
the property of the Clergy, thus uniting in himfelf
all thofe different fources of power, ecclefiaftical and
civil, which had hitherto oppreffed and diftracted
the kingdom: and thefe three fovereigns, but par-
ticularly the laft, pofleffed the moft unlimited,
uncontroled power, which had ever been enjoyed in
this nation, and this power was poffeffed almoft
unimpaired by his tyrannic daughter Elizabeth : but
great and unlimited as was this power, the mcans
by which it had been obtained infured its fpeedy
fubverfion.

However terrible, and however odious, the uncon-
troled defpotifm of an individual may appear, yet
will the injury refulting to the community be far
fhort of what arifes from divided, contending autho-
rity, and diverfified, numerous, fubordinate defpot=
ifins. In the firft cafc, the cffets may be dreadful
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en particular individuals ; but the great body of the
people will be farther removed from, and lefs expofed
to, material oppreffion, than when numbers of def-
pots are difperfed over a land, each exercifing his
tyrannic power on a particular fpot, and fpreading
mifery and defolation all arcund him. Such were
formerly the nobility and clergy of this, and of all
the ocher nations of Europe; and fuch are they in
many of them at the prefent day. :

The increafing profperity of England, under the
tyrannic Tudors, illuftrates this pofition ; and the
event proved, that as their power was not extremely
baneful, fo neither could fuch a domination be per-
manent. No fooner had it attained its fummit, than
it narurally fell into ruins. The people, delivered
from the tyrannic power of the Nobles and Ulergy,
quickly rofe in wealth and importance: but from the
fituation in which they had hitherto been, they do
not appear fo have had apy idea of affuming, or
claiming, any fhare in the Government. They feem
to have been content to give their weight to a body
which was but of modern origin, and hitherto of
inconfiderable, but, in confequence of the changes
which had taken place, of increafing importance,
This body, though it owed its exiftence to the
Crown, yet, by calling itfelf the Reprefentative of the
Peaple, {peedily acquired fuch ftrength as to fublfti-
tute their own authority in the place of that of the
Crown ; and it isonly in tracing the rife and progrefs
of this innovating authority, that the nature of the
Britith Government tan be underftood,

Whatever may be alleged of the balapce of our
Government, yet no one can pretend but that the
Houfe of Commons is now the principal branch of
legiflative authority, and that its control over the exe-
cutive is fo fupreme as to render it little mere than
the adminiftrator of its will. Whatever rea] power
the King and Lords pofleis, is generally attributeg
to their influence in the Commons, The neceffity
of reforting to fuch a fupport, proves their inferios
rity, and the antigng Prerogatives of the Crown bee
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ing either dormant, or excrcifed under the awe, or
control, of the Houfe of Commons, proves this
change of the Government from the increafed autho-
rity of that Houfe, however much, or improperiys
its conduc may be under influence. . '

That we fhould talk of the antiquity of the Bri-
tith Government, when the effential, principal, and
controling branch of it is of modern origin; of its
ftability, when in every fucceflive age it aflumes a va=
ried afpect; and that we fhould boaft of a balance,
between parts which have been perpeivally chaaging,
is not extraordinary, as the advocate of every party,
and of every opinion, can never be at a lofs, infuch
an heterogenous mafs, to find fon:ething to colour
the moft extravagant pofitions. Tn one fenfe, at
leaft, may the Britifh Conftitution be terined excel-
lent, as, in its varied changes, it prefents admirable
fources of difputation, and to them can the champi-
ons of the moft difcordant opinions equally appeal.
If thofe who wifh to force themfelves inio place, by
difturbing Government, call on the people to affume
the reins, and if, when the outcry has effefted its
objeé, they wifh to fupprefs their former declara-
tions, and introduce foreign troops to maintain their
apthority, they can allege that both the one and the
other of thefe mealures are equally conformable to
our excellent Conftitution.

It is fomething amufing to fee with what dexrerity
the Whigs can difcover the ‘races of a modera Houfe
of Commons, nay, of equal reprefentation, in antient
‘periods, when the whole body of the People were
.trodden under foot by the King, Barons, and Clergy;
and, as the hiftory of the period from the Conqueft to
Magna Charta is extremely deftizute of information,
as to the nature of the Government, there is the
greater fcope for our imagination ; and fome have
ventured ta fuppofe that, however filent hiftory may
be on the fubject, yet popular reprefentative affem-
blies then held a fhare in the Government. That
when imagination is let loole any thing may be {up-
pofcd, and where hiftory is defective, we fhould fup-
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ply the chafm to our refpective taftes, is not unnae
twral ; yet if, when the Houfe of Commons is firft to-
be traced in our records of legiflation, it Was neither
powerful dor popular, it might have been rather
inferred, that when it was not notited it was becaufe
it either had no exiftence, or was fo inconfiderable in
its nature, and funtions, as 1o be beneath the pen
of the hiftorian,

When Magna Charta originated, it was on the
claim of the Barons, and the Clergy, and on the grant
of the King ; no Houfe of Commons is then ftated
to have had any fhare in the tranfaction, nor is there
any provifion concerning it. 'The ftatutes of Henry
the 111d, are merely acts of royal authority. Thofe
of Edward 1ft fometimes mention the affent of the
Prelates, and Barons, fometimes in the prefence of
them. The ftature of Quo Warranto is ftated to be
of his fpecial grace, and for the affection he beareth
unto his Prelates, Earls, and Barons, and other of
his realm ; and, though there exift lifts of Members
returned the 23d, 25th, and 26th years of his reign,
yet are they totally unnoticed in the ftatutes, as giving
any affent. Indeed, 1t feems to have been cuftomary
for perfons to attend national councils merely to
know what was tranfadted. Hincmar mentions that,
« At one of the general couzcils of the Chief Nobi-
lity of France, the Lefler Nobility alfo attended to
receive their inftructions, and to give their advice,
but not to decide.” In Edward 1{t’s numerous laws,
the advice, rather than affent, even of the Barons,
feems to be ftated; the 35th fays, * By the council
of his Earls, Barons, great Men, and other Nobles of
his Kingdom.” The 1ft Edward 111 is ftated to be
« At the requeft of the Commonalty of his Realm,
by their petition, made before him and his Council
in the Parliament, and by the affent of the Prelates,
Farls, Barons, and other Great Men;” and in the
oth, « The faid Knights, Citizens, and Burgefles,
defired for them, and the Commons defired our faid
Lord the King, in his faid Parliament, by their
petition.” In the oth, “By the affent of the faid
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Prelates, ‘Earls, Barons, and other Nobles of thig
Realm, and at the requeft of the faid Knights and
Commons.” In the reigns of Henry 1V, V> and vi,
and as late as 1482, the A&s of Parliament are
ftated to be with the affent of the Lords Spiritual,
and Temporal, and at the requeft of his Commons 3
and the ftatutes of Richard um, in 1483, ftate, that
« the King hath ordained, by the advice and affent
of the Lords Spiritual, and Temporal, and at the
requeft of the Commons, fummoned to the faid Par-
Jiament.” It was in the reign of Henry vil that we
firft find the modern form of emacting, by the
affent of the Lords Spiritual, and Temporal, and
Commons, in the faid Parliament, and by authority
of the fame.” Probably, this innovation arofe from
the defire of Henry to ftrengthen his defeQtive title s
and to this circumftance may We attribute the
origin of that very authority of the Houfe of Com-
mons, which, within a century afterwards, began to
contend with the power of the fovereign, and, 1n
another half century, totally fubverted it.

As the regular legiflative power of the Houfe of
Commons is thus founded on modern innovation, {0,
alfo is its prefent naturc, and formation. Until the
rime of Henry viuth, it confifted only of about 300
members, who were returned by fuch places as the
King, by his writ, ordered ; and ina lift extant, Lon-
don is not included. Even when the Members were
returned, they were always liable to be excluded
by the King, aS the returns werc judged of, not
by the Houfe of Commons, but by the Chancery,
Exchequer, orf Privy Council; and Prynné admits,
that the King alone, of the King and the Houfe of
Lords, were originally the proper judges of the
election of the Members of the Houfe of Commons..
Tn the reign of Henry 1V the Commons prayed the
King, and Lords in Parliament, that a falfe return
for Rutland might be examined in Parliaments
whereupon the King commanded the Lords in Par-
Jiament to examine the matter—which feems t0
mply, both thar the Houfe of Gommons did nof
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_ «then confider themfelves even as a part of the Parlia-
ment, and proves that they did not prefume to judge
of the returns of their own Members; and, arbitrary
as the Tedors may have been deemed, it was under
them that the Houfe of Commons firft puffefled
regular legiflative authority, and rofe to importance
"in the ftare.

Whatever temporary power Henry vir and viiy
obtained, by the havoc they mace with the Nobles
and Clergy, yet they thereby laid the foundation for
that {fubverfion of the regal power, which their fuc-
ceffors fatally experienced. Delivered from the dan-
gerous power of the Barons, and Clergy, they were
equally deprived of the benefit of their fupport, and
thexr immenfe property, difperfed amongft the people,
invigorated that commerce which foon after pro-
duced very vifible effets. A landed intereft exifted
independent of the Barons and Clergy; and a weal-
thy commercial budy of men arofe in confequence of
the recent events; and thofe new claffes of men,
obtaining admiffion into the Houfe of Commons,
became troublefome even to Henry’s own children,
We find Mary under fome difficulty in managing the
rifing power, and, the and her brother and fifter
Elizabeth introduced 1 30 new Members. This proved
a temporary expedient, aggravating the evil, by
introducing a greater number of opulent, and able
men, into the Houfe of Commons, increafed its
importance, enabled it, under the weak reign of
James, to obtain fuch privileges, and power, as
proved, in the fucceeding reign, the deftruction of
the monarchy. That a body of men whofe exift-
ence, and formation, were entirely dependent on the
Crown, fhould, in the courfe of little more than
a century, poffefs the Goyernment, and trample un-
der foot the antient authorities of the kingdom, may
be eafily accounted for under thefe circumftances.
The Houfe of Commons obtained, and have ever
fince retained their power, not from any antient or
natural right to the Government, but becaufe, from
the nature of its conftitution, men of wealth, influ-
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ence, and ability, obtained f=ats in it, and when thus.
congregated together, were enabled to wreft from
the King, Nobles, an¢ Clergy, the {mall remnant of
their power, and were equally enabled to aflume it
themfelves. No fcruples did they entertain as to the
lawfulnefs of thus affuming power; nor do they
appear to have entertained a thought of forming any
rational fyftem of Government, but grafped the whole
of it themfelves.

At what is called the Reftoration, though antient
names were retained, yet neither the King nor Parlia-
ment bore the leaft refemblance to thofe of former
periods. The feudal rights of the Crown, from
whence was derived the power and the revenues of
our antient monarchs, had long been mouldering
away, and the laft veftige of it was annihilated im-
mediately on the Reftoration, and left the King de-
pendent on the Houfe of Commons, deftitute of
any acknowledged rights which he dared to exercife,
and equaily abjet may he be deemed, whether we
confider him as attempting to retain a lit:le tempo-
rary power by dealing out his largefles amongft them,
or, when thofe largefles failed, we view Minifters
impeached, Government diforganized, and the de-
teftable leaders of that deteftable affembly plunging
into fuch an abyfs of crimes, that we can hardiy fur-
mife their purpofe, unlefs it were the mere gratifica-
tion of perpetrating them, while the aftonithed
monarch was neceffitazed to follow them through
perjury and murder, until emboldend by fuccefs,
madneis at length induced them to infift on the
profcription and exclufion\ of his brother. The
King was ftimulated to refift the outrage by at-
tempting to” govern withour a Houfe of Com-
mons, but reducing it to its former infignificance or
original nothingnefs, was an attempt defperate and
difficult. The Crown had loft its antient refources
and fupport, the Houfe of Lords, inftead of being a
body of powerful Barons, poffeffed of almoft the
whole property of the kingdom, and vefted with
legiflative authority in conicquence of that poficfiion,
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pore a much greater refemblance to Cromwell’s
Other Houfe. The King, like Cromwell, could by
his writ place whom he pleafed among the Lords;
bue as then they had not found out the modern mode
of preferving their influence by purchafing feats in
the Houfe of Commons, and placing in them their
dcpendants, the Houfe of Lords became perfectly
infignificant, bullied and infulted by the Commons.
To what period then of the Britifh hiftory do the
advoca-es for the antiquity of our Government wifh
to refer us? Tn what age are we o find the paitern
with which they wifh us to compare it, and to which
they will be content t0 look back, as the ftandard of
perteftion, for any on¢ of the branches of our excel-
lent Government ? Do they wifh the monarch to pof-
fefs a large, independent, land revenue, witha nume=
rous train of armed Barons, bound by their tenures
to atcend him in- his wars? Do they with him to be
poffeffed of the rights of purveyance, and of ward-
thip, with the valuable reftrition of Magna Charta,
as to the firft, that “no demefne cart of any fpiritual
perfon, or Knight, or any Lord, fhall be taken by
our bailiffs;” or as to the latter, the no lefs notable
privilege of the fixth chapter, that « heirs fhall be
married without difparagement > or of the feventh,
that widows  fhall find furcty that fhe fhall not
marry without our licence and affent, if the held of
us, nor without the affent of the Lord, if fhe hold of
another ¥ Do we wifh to fee our Houfe of Lords
changed into Prelates, Abbots, and armed Barons,
poffeffzd of almoft the whole property of the kingdom,
holding the prople on their eftates in a ftate of val-
falage, and poffefling petty jurifditions in their
feveral domains? Or laftly, are W€ defirous of feeing
our Houfe of Commons changed into a handful of
reprefentatives of petty Barons nd Landholders, loft
in the great herd of powerful Barons? Or, when
turned out of their company, formed into a Lower
Houfe without legiflative authority, and attending
on the Upper Houfe merely 10 receive the law at
\iheir hands, and co prefent their humble petitions #
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As the leaft refemblance to our prefent Governe
ment cannot be traced in our antient annals, fo the -
idea of a balanced, mixed Government, confiftin
of three diftin&t parts, equally poffeffing legiflative
authority, is as fabulous. No antiquarian has yet .
difcovered the exiftence of a feparate Houfe of Com-
mons in the early periods of our hiftory. So fhort was
the period of their poffefling a diftin& portion of
regular authority to their ufurpation of the whole,
that though it was the father of Henry viir who firft
admitted them to this acknowledged regular fhare of
legiflative power, yet was his daughter neceffitased
to ftruggle againft theis increafing authority, and the
fon of her fucceflor, overwhelmed by the torrent,
was deprived by it both of his crown and his life.

As thus fabulous is the ftory of our glorious con-
ftitution being framed by the deliberative wifdom of
our anceftors, it is no lefs fo, that it was cemented by
their blood: that they bled in the field, and died on
the fcaffold, to tranfmit to us unimpaired the invalu-
able blefling.——That our fields, and our {caffolds,
have been deluged with blood, our annals too fatally
prove; but, alas! it was all thed in the moft deteft~
able purfuits, or for the motft frivolous objects, con=
tefts for power, capricious changes of government,
and theological wrangles, were the admirable caufes
for which our wife and virtuous anceftors were anxi-
ous to bleed.  They died in the field to deprive the
monarch of the power of levying a trifling tax, and
to place that power in a body who ufed it when
pofieffed of it, to fix times the extent. And whence
did they derive the right of taxing and legiflating,
for themfelves, and all the reft of the nation? How
could the 130 members, who had been recently fum-
moned to parliament by the children of Henry v,
to anfwer their purpofes, thence derive a right to
tax, and to legiflate? Could they poffefs an autho«
rity fuperior to that from which their own was de-
rived? Or what pretence could they have for affum-
ing the whole of that authority, a fourth fhare only
of which they fo recently poficfied 2 For in Queen.
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Elizabeth's time, th? elergy, in convocation, tixed
themfelves. “Admitung ‘then the people to have &
right to change the governaient, and that they could
pot be taxed, without theirown conient, then may it
be afked what pretence the Commons had for calling
thenufelves the People of Fngland, ary more than
any other corporate body had, who, like them, de-
ived its powers, and conttitution, from the Grant
of the Crown? Will it be faid, that the Houfe of
- Commots reprefented the people of England? when
#ven now, as 1s alleged, a iew thoufands return a ma-
jority of the members, and J ord:North juftly obferved
that in every former age elections were far lefs po-
pular, as well becaufe the original number of mem-
bers had been nearly doubied, as that the divi-
ficn of property, and increafe of wealth, had intro-
duced a great increafe of voters. Will it be affirmed
that they reprefented the properfy of the kingdom?
Almoft the whale property of the nation was formerly
in the hands of the Clergy and Barons; and if fub-
fequent evenis had greatly diminifhed it, yet pro-
bably. the property of the Houfe of Commons, or
¢hat of the fmall number who returned the majority
of them, was far lefs confiderablex ~Did they repre-
fent the land of the kingdom? Tiat-was formerly
intirely.in the hands of the Lords and"Clérgy; a great
part is fp ftil, and a great part of the redminder of
the landled propeity s totally unrepreferited.  All
copyhold interett, which is nearly eguivalent to the
value of the fole property, all jeafehodd and mort-
- gage intereft, which 10 many cafes is far fuperior to
that of the freehold, the whole city of Lg?gon, both
land and houfes, is unreprefented, : awelt 45 all lands
in the hands of corporate bogdies, “females, minors,
and truftees. T . ‘

If thus unfounded were thexclaims’ of thofe who
ufurped the power of the Crown in the laft century,
fo were their purpofes frequently indefinite. Who
cari tell what was the obje& for which Ruffel and
Sydney contended? To exclude James, we fhall be

. sold, Admirably jufk to be fure s to deprive him of
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kis crown, becaufe he did_ not implicitly adopt the-
fiew fangled creed of the.two or three preceeding
monarchs, or becaufe he was guiltyof believing in the
religion of his great Grandmother, and a long line of
Anceftors!  Did the perfecuting wretches mean to
hold it out, as a principle of Government, that to pof-
fefs the rights to which we are born, conformity to
a national religion is an indifpenfible candition? Ory
was the monarch peculiarly to be marked out, to be
deprived of the moft important, and inherent right,
a right which is equally important to the king, and
to the peafant, that-of worfhipping Ged according to
the ditates of his confcience? The affent, or diffent .
of the mind, is an involuntary act. The Human in<
telle®, in purfuit of truth, is liable to take an infinite
diverfity of paths. The lure of a crown may, indeed,
induce the abandoned to falfify the convittions of the
mind, but never can control them. Aad to make the
profefiion of a particular religion the condition of en-
joying an hereditary crown, perhaps, may, by fome, be
deemed fomething like faying that we wifh to be go-
verned by thofe who are fo deftitute of . all religion
as, for the fake of worldly. advantage, 1o be willing
to profefs any. But, with refpe& to James, fuch
4 condu& feems very extraordinary, he was the
Monarch of three kingdoms: his Irifh fubjeéts
(except the Englifh and Scotch. fettlergf) were
firmly attached to the religion of the fovereign, fo
wiere the Highilandsof Scotland ;and in the Lowlands,
as well as in England, the numbers were not incon-
fiderable: - Admitting, then, that the religion of a-
monarch ought to conform to that of the majority of
his fubjeés, yet will it be much eafier to fhew that
liis prefent majefty ought to become a Gentoo, or a
. Mahommedan, than that James ought to have heen
,of the Church of England. Was it incumbent on
him to be of the religion of his more confiderable.
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kingdom, England? The n)aturai inference feems
~ to be exadtly the revérfe. The weaker kingdoms
was moft expofed to the dangerof having the religion
of the more powerful one impofed on them; and, to
guard againft that danggr, juftice feemed rather to
ditate that the common fovereign fhould not be “of
it. That Popery was a dangerous, bloody, perfecut-.
ing religion, was no otherwife true, than asthe affi-’
milatipg religion with ‘worldly pewer, and con-
verting it into an engine of ftate, naturally renders it
bloody, and perfcuting. The Romifh- clergy pof-’
feffed greater power, and exifted during a period in;
which they were enabled, by the ignorance and fuper-
ftition of mankind, to extend moft widely that bane-
ful power, which, ia proportion .to the exifting cir-
cumftances, as confpicuoufly charatterifed the Eng-
glith Heirarchy; and the Scottifh Prefbytery:
Whatever . panick may have been fpread by fraud,
orby folly, perhaps; it may not be eafy ‘to prove,.
that any-danger-tothe community could poffibly have
refulted from the religion of Fames; perhaps, fome
may furmife that it wasa circumftance peculiarly fa-
vorable. It was to the power of fovereigns that the
claims of the court of Rome were peculiarly hoftile.
Thofe claims all the monarchs of Europe had, when
in their pewer, uniformiy oppofed. Louis X1v. Was,
at that very period, in a ftate of hoftility with the
. Holy See, and, however ftrongly Fames might be
attached to the dogmas cf ¢he Romifh Church, there
was noggound to fuppofe that he was fo deftitute. of
the fentiments of a fovereign as voluntarily to fubju-
gate himfel€ to her dominecering claims. And as the
affumption of the Tiara, with the Imperial Crown,
had iacreafed the power of Henry and Elizabeth, 10
the feparation was a weakening of the rayal power,
and tavorable to the liberties of the people. Still
more was it, alfoy in another point of view. ‘It af-
* forded the opponents of the court an opportunity
of reitriting, if they eeded reftriction, the prero-
gative of the crown.. A Carte Blancbe was offered

them if they would -have abandoned the Exclufion
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Bill, and they had it (in thgir power to_have framed
a conftitution favourable to the people, which, under
thofe circumflanges, would have been, gladly accept~
ed by the crown, together with all the. guards,
which they could have poflibly devifed, to fecure.it
againft incroachments. Coo

A miilitia might have been eftablifhed, ftanding
armies been annihilated, Place, Penfion and Pecrage
Bills, might have been obtained, nay, annual Parlia-
ments, and the Duke of Richmond’s equal reprefoata-
tion, would have been conceeded. Shall we be told
that Fames was fo bad a prince that no reéftritions
could have protefted us from the threatened mif-
chief—No laws have been framed but what he
would have trampled under foot — If the monarchial
power was of fuch a nature, that the fafe exercife of
it could not be rendered fecure, by ‘any conflitutional
guards, by apy legal reftritions; if all fuch muft
give way, and prove like Sampfon’s cords to a wicked
prince, if the happinefs and liberty. of the. people
could not be fecured by law, but muft ultimately
depend on the virtue of the monarch, that; indeed,
would have been a powerful reafon for abrogating the
office, or for rendering it ele@ive, but none -fo
changing the Hereditary fucceflion. :

The moft wicked, and the moft dangerous, mo-
narchs will be the moft difficult to difpoffefs. Isic
prudent, then, to fubjeét the community to the certain
evils of fuch a convulfion; to difpcffes one monarch
whofe thread of life may be nearly run, and who
might be fucceeded by one of an oppofite defcription,
and to do this mrrely to introduce a new monarch,
who if he appear to peflefs fuperior virtue,- the
appearances might be asdeceitful as thofe of Sizsus v.
or, if real, might be quickly terminated by his' life,
and the thrope mught then, poflibly, defcend to a
worle monarch, and a worfe line, than that which had
been expelled? :

But, tn fat, the epithets of defpotic, lawlefs, and
cruel, were far from applicable to Charles 31, and
his brother. Had fuch been their charader they
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had-thore quietly pofiefied che throne. Tt was whes
Charles 11'was n-ccemtatcd-to;tramplc on the domina-
tion of the Lower Houfe of Parliament, that he beft
deferved, and, probably, moftpoflefled, the law of his
fubjeéts; and in-too.readily giving way, in the early
part of his reign, to fuch affemblies, -his condutt
feems moft repreheufible. ‘Gratitude and neceffity
might prompt him to fubmit to the.claims of that
affembly which had reftored him, but all foreign
conquefts were folely fubje&t to the Royal Wills
Lérd Hardwicke in 1722, and Lord Mansfield in 1774,
declared that unlefs there are fpecial - treaties fuch
conquered lands are, by law, the fole property of the
crown, and the inhabitants, and their property,are all
at the king's difpofal. - Had Charles, like fome mo-
narchs, bden difpofed to extend and avail himfelf. of
the prerogative of the crown, what an ample field
was opened for fecuring, and extending 1ts pOWErs,
and its influence? From hence might have beer’
derived revenues. Here might have been maintain-
ed an.army of foreign mercenaries, to keep the colo-
nies in fubjeétion, to awe the mother country, to fe-
cure an influence in her legiflature, and to undertake
new conquefts in India, which would have rendered
ftill more fecure his domeftic authority. But no
fooner had he taken poffeflion of his - crewn than he
permitted, nay, fent orders to his governors to form
provincial affemblies; which, mimicking the Englifh
Houfe of Commons, reduced his authority to as de-
fpicable a ftate in the colonies as it was in England.
Thus inattentive to preferve the authority, and pre-
rogatives ‘of the crown, no lefs fo.were thefe royal
~ brothers to preferve the crown itfelf. Had Fames
procured foreign territories, as depots for foreigh
troops, ready to be poured into England to fupprefs
. domeftic rebellion, or foreign invafion,: Had he
formed . treaties, and entered into cenfederacies,
for foreign troops to defend him at home, while
he fent his Englifh troops ‘abroad; Had. he buile
barracks to prevent his foldiers from catching any
popular contagion ; Had he, in- order to difcover and
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set rd of thofe who were adverfe to'his.governhent,

{uffer his minifters to diffeminate opinions to.-cap-.
tivate the populace, and then imprifon and tranfpart

‘thofe who adopted them; Had he knpwn of, or chofe

- toexercife thole various prerogatives,which have fince

- the Revolution, been fortunately difcovered :  Under
thefe circumftances his throne would have been more
permanent, nor would the courage, or the fatalim
of the Prince of Orange have ¢mboldened himto af-
fail it, with fourteen thoufand Dutch troops, even,
though half .a fcore factious Revolutiomfts had .
fkulked. into a Derbyfhire hovel to invite him to the
enterprize.

Syduey admits, that ¢ ajuft, wife, and valiant king
is euly,.a momentary belp, bis virtues end with bim."—
Could fuch men be juftified in attempting to exclude
the reigning family merely to introduce a new line,
even had they fuppofed that fome individual of it
poflefled fuperior virtue? Had they fo much made
revolurions the-order of the day, asto project them
for what they themfclves conlidered as, a mere mo-
mentary belp? The danger which muft have threaten-
ed usfrom introducing a Prince who pofiefled foreign
territories and troops ought to have been weighed,
and, that the power of fuch a Prince threatened
«danger to the ftate. May it not be infered, that if
they meant by the exclufion to change the fucceffion,
it was becaufe they withed for foreign affiftance <to

- enable themlfelves ‘to maintain their ariftocratic
. power, equally againft the authority of the fovereign,
and the rights of the people; - or that the hoped
fuch foreign Prince. neither loving nor being-beloved
by. the people, they themfelves might peflefs, and
_exercife in the.Royal Name, that power which they
had wrefted from their native mounarchs? Stigmatid-
ing the people as a Democracy, applauding the vileft
" and.moft oppreflive. military ariftocracies, fpeaking
_even of Paland and Germany .as enviable fyftems of
liberty;- it is.evident that thefe men had no intention
~of forming. any improved or rational fyftem of go.
-wernment, and that pofiefled of influence and.power
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in the lower Houfe of Parliament, they meant in that
Affembly to ecxercife all the funtions of govern-
ment. _

In this view, it is evident, that the fole conteft,
Both in the reigns of Charies 1. and 11. was, whether
the lower Houfe of Patliament fhculd exercife the.
whole authority of the ftate?. Imitating the flile
of the ancient Barons, and our piratical invaders, they
dared to call zhem/elugs the people of ‘England-; and,
under the gujfe of that appellation, artfully advanced
their own power, and undermined that of the crown;
and, amidft all the difputes to which thefe contefts
have given rife, it is extraordinary that no one has
ever yet condefcended to undertake to prove, either
that this body of men had a right o wreft from the
crown the government of the country, OF that fuch
a transfer of ‘it would have been ‘beneficial to the
people. : ‘

From the nature of fuch an Affembly it muft, when
in pofieflion of the government, have poffefled greater
power than Kings could; and there does not appear
any reafon why they fhould be lefs difpofed to abufe it,
The experiment was tried: they did wreft the fceptre
from the crown. Did they then, or did they not, exer-
cife it more to the benefit of the people?  Levying
taxes is the moft important and moft delicate part of
the adminiftration of govcrnmcnt,-,——thc part which
we peculiarly exule to have wrefted from the crown,
and which it is fuppofed to be fo extremely important
to keep peculiarly under the cognizance of the Houfe
of Commons, -Well, this very Houfe fucceeded.
They had the purfe of the public totally attheir dif-
pofal, for a feries of years, without kings, bifhops,
or courtiers, to wafte, to plauder, dilapidace it. What
was the gefult? The extravagant, defpatic monarch,
j‘amg_: 1, paid all the cxpences of government, kept

" g fplendid ceurt, ‘maintained an expenfive war in
Ireland, and laid the foundation of our havy, st the
‘expence of half a million anaum; nor were all die
Jevies of Charley 1, mwch ‘larger, though he greatly

aaifed the navy, kepe 8 wagnificiens cou, -had.

§
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fplendid palaces, encouraged learning, and thofe cle-
gant arts which adorn fociety, and.which, under “his
aufpices, diftinguifhed this . kingdom, yet undeg
the authority of the Commonwealth was 83 millions
levied in 19.years,a larger fum than. the four Stnarts
received in aimoft a century. Sir Fobn Sinclair ftates,
that ¢ a confiderable part of this immenfe treafurg
was either lavithed by Parliament on its members, of
was fraudulently' embezzled,” that ¢ commit-
tees of the Houfe appropriated whatever fum they
thought proper to their own ufe;” and that ¢ by
thefe frauds, the Parliament were difibled from
paying the army, which was the principle fource of
Cromwell’s exaltation.” May not, then, the enormous
power claimed, and exercifed, by the Houfe of Com-
mons in‘the reigns of Charles 1. and 11. be deemed not
merely an innovation, but an innovation dangerous
and injurious, not only to the crown, but ftill more
fo to the pecple ?

If a Democracy be fo dangerous, and fo deteftable
as is fuppofed: if the great body of the people were
not to be admitted to any fhare in the government,
If no new fyftem of government was to be reforted
to which, is its conftitution, might be -adapted to
fecure and regard the interefts of the feveral parts of
the community, and the public happinefs, if any
part or member of the old government was to affume
the whole,. or .a predominant thare, of power, or a
controling domination over the others, then is it
proper to inquire whethér the Houfe of Commons
had any pre-eminent claim? Thijs point has been ra-
ther affumed, than proved. _ Lo

Their power appearéd to be greater. than. that of
cither of the other branches of the legiflature,and they
- do not feem to have been lefs difpofed to abufe it.—
Befides their power feemed to be an increafing one,
while that both of thé Sovereign and the Lords was
cvidently decreafing.  Surely the Monarchs, whofe
predeceffors had poffeffed confiderable power, could
hardly be blamed that they beheld with relutante
the atrsmpts made to wrett it from them, by a body
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whofe authority was but of recent origin, and wha,
within lefs than a century, had addreffed their ancef-
tors under the form of ¢ Your Majefty's poor and
obedient Subjeéis and Commons.” Had this Affembly
confined their views within moderate bounds, they
might have been ufeful to the community; and
within fuch bounds the Sfuarts feemed difpofed to
admit it. But if they difpenfed to them with fuch
- parfimony that property of the public whichwhenitwas
at their own difpofal, they lavifhed with fuch fhametul
prodigality, is it extraordinary, that ourkings thould
have attempted to govern without them? They
might, poffibly, think that they had, at leaft, as
‘good a right to the whole Government.

Under their reigns the agriculture of the country
had rapidly increafed, and commerce fwelled to fuch
a comparative extent, that the cuftoms; under them,
were rifen to near ten times the amount as at any
former period ; a navy was formed which may excite
our aftonifhmsnt, when we confider the trifling taxes
they received, and compare them with modern ex-
penditures,

Charles and his brother, confidering how mnch
their government was diftarbed, appeared to pay great
attention to the manufatures and profperity of the .
kingdom; the reception they gave to the French
Proteftants proves this, as well as the liberality of
their minds, and their difpofition towards univerfal

liberty of confcience.
May not then fome think, that it might have been
beneficial to the pation had they been lefs difturbed
by the fatious claims of the violent leaders in Par-

Jiament? May it not be faid, that the increafing
wealth and - profperity of ‘the People would hawe
formed a fufficient check_to the feeble power of the
crown, until the people becoming more enlightned
would have at length affumed the power, and formed
a government on 3 popular principle, in a degree, pro-
" ortionate to the knowledge and improved ftate of
fnankind ? at leaft they may fay, the power of fuch a
King would have been much eafier checked and con-



) ( 25 ) ,
trolled by the people than eithet, a Houfe of Com-
mons poflcfied of independent power, _Or if, uadef
colour of a mixed ,govemmcnt, it fhould virtually ex-
ercifethe prerogativesof thecrown, ot if, under pretence
of controlling it they (hould " really fanction, and
give uncontrolled power to @ King. Such a coalcﬁd
power they will fay, may be far more terrific than the
fceptre of a Stuart.—T hat the levying taxes may be
more fafely trufted to a Houfe of Commons becaufe
in taxing the people they muft tax themfelves may
© not appear perfectly fatisfactory to fome; they may

afk, if it be not poffible to reimburfe to themfelves

that fhare of the taxes which they pay in common

with the people. . p

If it be fuppofed that Sydney, &c. meant to adopt
fome kind of mixed government, yef, may it be
afked, whether paft experience had not proved its
impraticability? had not the contefts of the King,

Barons, Clergy, and Lower Houfe of Parliament

uniformly been for the purpofe of grafping the whole

power, and to reprefs their rivals: would any period
‘be referred to wherein they appeared difpofed to ac-
quiefe in an equal partition of power, and it may be
afked, if in the nature of things, fuch a difpofition is
to be expected; though the weakeft may, indeed, con-
tend for fuch a partition, with a view to deprefs
pthers. Could it reafonably be expe&edthat thofewho
have attained power will impartially divide and dif-
cribute it? Will they feparate the legiflative, executive,
. and judicial branches, and leave them independently
and uncontrolled to exercife their refpe&ive functi-
ons? s it pratticable for the. legiflative functions
to be divided into parts, to be exercifed by different
bodies, each poflefling equally diftin& legiflative
_power, independent and fecure from each other’s con-
trol. 1 fay fecure from each other’s control, becaufe,
pnlefs they aét independently, and uncontroled,, the
mixed autharity becomes merely nominal, the real
power.is in the controling body, and if  the others,
“are more than nominal, . it muft be liable to convulie
and djfturb the government



-2 That thefe men had an intention of forming ah
improved fyftem of hational reprefentation is not
pretended, they were of ancient families, the efprit du
corps-aCtuated them; and Sydney’shatred of Kings and
contempt of modern Lords wete as confpicious as his
attachment to ancient ariftecracy; fuch, he fays, were
not fuch Lords as Hyde, Arlingten, &c. but the fami-
lies of ancient defcent, fuch as the Hamdens, Pethams,
&ec. fuch, fays he,  were termed the people, from
whom all power originated, and from amongft whom
Kings were chofen.” A Democratic government, he
fays, < never was, except in fuch a piace as Marine,
where a hundred clowns govern a barbarous rock that
no man invades.”—< That thofe governments, in
which Democracy prevail, do more frequently err in
the means of preferving purity of manners, I confefs.”
« The beft, and wifeft men, amongft the Greeks, and
Romans, did incline to Arnftocracy.”— In all the
legal governments of the North, the ftrength of the
‘government has always been placed in the Nobility';
and no better defence has been found againtt the en-
croachments of ili Kings, than by fetting up an order
of men who by holding large territories, and having
great numbers of Tenants and Dependants, might be-
able to reftrain the exorbitancies of either the King,
or the Commons.” (£y Commons he means comi-
mon people, not the Houfe of Commons.)—But it
was not merely Ariffocracy, but a Military Ariftocracy
for which he contended. He reprobates the Venetian
Ariftocracy for relying on Trade; and afferts that
#¢ The beft judges have always given the preference
to thofeConftitutions that principally intend #ar, antd
make ufeof Trede as afliting to that end, and think
it better to aim at conqueft rather than fimply ftand
on their defence.””  Tyrrel admits that the common
people never had any concern in the ]g'ovemmcm.-—-
Fletcher, acontemporary Whigg, has o ftrong a pre-
deli®ion for the antient ariftecratic government, as
medeftly to"propofe that the common people fhould
be fold as flaves, a5 a cenvenient mode of previding
for them, and to increafe the wealth and power of the
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Ariftocracy; and Mr. Locke, in his celebrated trem-
tife on Government, attempts to defend the lawful-
nefs of holding a whole body of People in Slavery!
or, as he choofes to call it, Servitude; and a&ually
drew up a code of Laws defigned for an infant colony
of which flavery formed a confiderable part.

Such being the principles of thofe old Whiggs,
whom Mr. Burke, with gteat propriety, claims as his
Allies, we may concur with the Whigg Clubb in ce-
lebrating the circumftance that they bled upon the
{caffold; and had their opinions perifhed with them
we {hould not have been inconfoleable for the lofs.
Had thefe men, inftead of perithing on thefcaffold, been
fuccefsful in their projects, What would have becn
the refult we have no documents to prove. Deep,
ambiguous defigns of dark ambition, have, indeed,
been  difcovered, and thefe celebrated difcourfes,
drawn from the recefles of the clofet, may in fome
degree, tend to elucidate their natyre; and lead us

to think it was intended to fill up the defign which
the bold pen of their leader had fketched out. :

To preferve the form of the exifting government
was, probably, their intention, as it was net ill fuited
to be moulded to their purpofe. To exclude the
Heir to the Crown, if not the reigning Manarch, was
effential to their plan, in proportion as he was be-
Joved by the people, and attached to their interelt.—
A foreign Prince, remotely allied to the Crown, wha
could have no hope but through them of ever pof-
fefling it, was the King beft fuited to their purpofe ;
fuchan one might become a tool in their hands, or-an
accomplice in their defigns. If deftitute of the love
of the people he muft become the more dependent
on them.. If he hated the people, whem ‘he nomi=
nally governed, then would he not fcruple aﬂi&_ing
in their purpofes, ‘His foreign troops, and foreign
alliances, thight aid them againtt the. people,while 1g-
norant of the nature of our Governient, 4nd ¢ aged
in foreign concerns, he muft - hade been ::?pofcd
to leave the management of - Eaglifty sifairs dn -their

hands; and they, by involving the Nation in perpe-
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_eusl foreign wars, would be effeting the variousends,
of eftablithing fuch'a military ariftocracy as they
appeared to have 'in view, of gratifying the
Monarch, by enabling him to enlarge and ftrength-
en his foreign dominions, which would always be a
fource from whence troops might be poured into the
nation, to fupport their power, and quell difcon-
tent, enabling them (as Sydney exprefles it) To aim
6t fureign conqueft rather than Jfimply fand on their de=
fence;” and thele foreign conqufts might have open-
ed a trade exaltly of fuch a nature as he cefcribes,
< 4 Trade affifting to the end of War.” The genius
" of - this military ariftocracy was not, it feems, to be
contaminated by fair and lawful commerce: but
 Lockes’s flavery, and Sydney’s War and Congquelt were
to have conftituted its effence, and fo combined,
might have become a powerful and complicated ma-
chinery for enabling them to govern ‘the whole em-
pire. ’
The infant colonies, which the unambitious Stuarts
pofleffed, might, by the conquefts of this military
ariftocracy, have been widely extended through both
TIndies, until the plundered millions were oured
into England, ftill firengthening the ar,i(t[())cratic
_power, by raifing powerful bodies, and defcriptions
of men, who would have been neceflitated to fupport
that {yftem of Government which was the fource of
_their unjuft power, and criminal wealth. - From the
contempt with which Sydney fpeaks of the Houfe of
‘Lords, it may be imagined that the Houfe of Com-
_mons was intended 10 have been the focus of this
power ; for though Sydney fpeaks of an ariftocracy
- aweing both the King and Commons, yet it was evi-
dently the Common People he meant, as the Houfe
of Commons was their favourite {cene of ation.—
. The Houfe of Lords might have been continued to
'preferve an appearance of the former Government,
~ and as a fort of dignified retreat for "the political
~ champions when they retired from the fierce contefts
"in St. Stephen’s Chapel, ‘but there might ‘have cep~
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tered, in reality, the whole lgegiﬁativc, executive, and

even, judicial power of the State. o s
The King might have continued, as -a matter oj

form, to aflent to Bills; but it might have beerk

ftigmatifed as an obfolete preragative ; they might

-

have dared him to exercife it, and we might have®
heard it avowed,that the Houfe of Lords would hardly
venture repeatedly to refufe a Bill which the Com-
mons perfifled in prefenting to them. :

So far from keeping the executive, and legiflative,
powers diftinct, they might have claimed a controling
power, by which every a& of the executive power
might have been fubjeéted to- their will. We might
have feen Minifters made, and unmade, on the mere
intimation of their pleafure, and claiming the right
of holding the public purfe; they might have
threatened to ftop the wheels of Government, and
diforder the fabric of the State, unlefs every meafnre
of government was conducted in conformity to their
wilhes. - Nor might the judicial power have efcaped
their grafp. By Tmpeachments, or Bills of pains
and penalties, every individual might have been
dragged before them, deprived of the right of trial
by Jury; they might have trampled on all the rules
of evidence, charged as crimes actions which no law
had pronounced to be criminal, and, unreftrained
by decency, as well as law, thefe procefles might
have been inftituted for temporary, political, nay,
interefted purpofes, and no man could, in fuch cafe,
have been deemed fafe who had incured their dif-
pleafure. ‘

Shalt we reflec with fatisfactich that fuch defigns
were-ftifled in embryo, and that we have never feen a
body of men pofiefled of fuch power! for who can
furmife to what extent it might have been carried ?
might not the moft dangerous and mifchievous prero--
gatives of the Crown have been revived, and enforced?
and whether we fuppofe that, in fuch cafe, fuch an
affembly were to be corifidered as the creatures of the
crown, giving its {an&ion, and authorifing the Crowne
to affume fuch alarming prerogatives, as withous
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fuch fyn&@ion it would not have ventured to claim;
or whether the Monarch was to be confidered as the
tool by means of which the affembly, through, its
inftruments, exercifed thofe. prerogatives; yet the
danger to. the people muft have been the fame, as, in
cither cafe, fuch prerogatives would have been pof-
feffed by their united and concentered powers as had
been deemed dangerous when exercifed only by
one. Co -

In this extended range of our hiftory, frem its ear-
lieft period until the Revolution.in 1688, it does not, -
then, appear that any particular form, or principle,
of Government can be ftated as its charatteriftic.—
We fee nothing but & feries of eveats, producing a
vaft variety of changes in the Government, fo im-
portant, and fo fudden, as, fo far from fuggefting the
thadow of a pretext of there exifting a regular per-
manent, well formed Government, it does not appear
that fuch an one had ever even a momenatary exiftence,
as to which we can look back with regret, as having
paffed away, which can be refered to for our imita=
tion, or as to which we can boaft of our anceflors-
forming by their wifdom, or tranfmitting to us by
their heroifm. » .

If fuch a Government, now, exifts, no higher ori-
gin can it clim than the pafling century; and that
period is alone entitled to.claim all that wifdom, that
virtue, and -that heroifm, which, with a lavifh hand,
we attribute to our anceftors. . Whether the laft 100
years is more intitled to this praife, than was its pre-
deceffors, is a queftion which, if at all, muft be cau-
tioufly difcuffed.” At 1688, the limitation of free in-
quiry terminates; from that happy period the pen of
the Hiftorian ' mift move according to A&s of
Parliament; and heé who prefumes to analize fubfe-

quent events is appaled by the terror of the law !1—
" The Goverament of our country, excellent as it 1s,
dares not, it feems, to truft that excellence to exami-
nation; nor is it even thought prudent to fuffer
events, even after the intefvention of a revalving
century, to be abandoned to froe inquiry, left infer-



eaces might be drawn(unfivmable to the exifting Go-.
vernment. Its own condud, its:own merits, is thought -
too harrow a foundation on which to reft its fafegy
Be it fo—we fubmit to thie indefpenfible canditions.
but, then, let them not vaunt.in their triumph, My,
Dymock, who throws down a gauntlet which noman
dares take up, may exult in his fafety, but has . ne.
ground to boatt of his prowefs. In obedignce 1o law.
then, we declare, we believe in the glorious Revolu-;
tion, and .in the immortal #%/liam;  and, in difculling
this glorious Revolution, we fhall only venture to:
fuggeit a few doubts, and afk a few queflions; atthe:
fame time, folémnly protefhing. that nothing which.
has been faid extends, or fhall be conftrued to extend
to this glorious Revolution, Qr to any perfon, matter,:
or thing, fubfequent to the date thereof. = »
As to.this Revolution, let us firft inquire as to the
propriety of the term.  We certainly do not apply. ig:
merely to the dethronement of one Monarch, and plac-.
ing anather on his vacant throne ;.nor even to thein--
troduction of a new line of Kings.. Thefe are events -
to be traced in the hiftory of every country, and fre~
quently unconnected with any Revolution in its Go--
vernment. The changes of the throne between the.
houfes of 2York and Lancafer, even though they pro-:
duced fome accidental effects on the Goveroment. of
the couptry, were, notwitftanding, never deemed Re-
volutions, : S « .
That a great Revolution has taken place. in our:
Government fince the reign of Q. Elizebeth cannat be.
difputed, but it was not in 1688 particularly.. In
that year we only difcover one of thofe numerous
events, which marked the progrefs of a Rewolution,
whofe {prings may be traced to an earlier origin, buc:
which from the beginning of the laft century was more:
diftinguifhable in its effefts.  Mr. Burke has repro-.
bated thofe who would confound the Revolution in-
1688 with what he calls a Revolution near half a
century earlier. He muft indeed be a’defpicable;
politician who can feparate them. in their natyre and
principles. He who cenfiders the occurrences. of
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i mere infulated fatts, underived from, and
anomdlous to, the feries of preceeding events, muilt
trample on our hiftary, or difregard the nature and
confequences of human attion. Motives may, in-
deed, exift for withing to mark with abhorrence im-

ortant events in the progrefs of a Revolution, while
wedoad with applaufe concluding ones, though com=
pofing a part of the fame feries, and participating in
one general nature.

When the French fhall have gone through their
revolutionary progrefs, thofe who may then be in
poffeflion of power, may wifh to confign to oblivion,
or involve in cenfure, thofe as of their predece{Tors,
to which they themfelves may be indebted for the
power they poffefs, and the happinefs they enjoy. In
England our conduét is peculiarly whimfical. We
have, for above a century, been branding as execrable
regecides thofe who deprived one of, our Monarchs
of his Crown and life, while we load with the moft
extravagant applaufe thofe who poffefied the throne
of his fuceffors accompanied with circumftances which
would have rendered regecidifm a mercy. Have
thofe who are fo loud in their execration of the
cruelties exercifed towards Charles I. and Lozis XVI.
by their enraged {fubjetts, none to beftow on thofe
endured by Famés 11. from his own Children? Were
his wounds lefs painful becaufe infliGted not merely
by Children, but by Chlidren whom he had Joved and
indulged with a tendernefs which rarely finds place
in a royal breaft.

He not merely abandoned his palace, and flew from
kingdom to kingdom under the terror of him, on
whom he had beftowed a beloved daughter; but he
beheld his Queen, who had left, a foft and genial
climate to fhare his throne in an inclement ifland, ne-
ceffitated to efcape from his palace under the terror
of affaffination, and throuded in the darknefs of the
night, with the new born infant at her breaft, expofed
to a tempeftuous winter {ky, the pitylefs ftorm beating
on their devoted heads, until means were obtained
for their fafety, in flight from our barbarous land.

1688 W
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7o THE
ProPLE. OF GREAT BRITAIN,
ON THE‘PROPRIETY oF AVBST;'A;NING FR(')}I

Weft India Sugar and Rum,

Why did all-creating Nature,

Make the plant for which we totl!
Sighs muft fan it, Tears muft water,
Sweat of ours muft dr;lﬁ the Soil.

Think ye Maflers, iron- earted,
Lolling at your gom'al Boards,

Think how many Backs have fmarted
For the fweets your Cane affords £

Cowrer’s Negro’s Complaint,

THE TWELFTH EDITION, WITH ADDITIONS.

Sold by M.Gurney, No. 128, Holborn-Hill, T. Knott, No. 47,
Lombard-Street, and C, Forfter, No. 41, Poultry, 1791,
[Pricc a HALFPENNY.]
Or twenty-five for 1s, and gs. 9d per hundred.

40,000 of this Pamphlet having been printed in about 4
Tnonths affords the moft flattering hopes of the plan pro-
pofed being extenfively adopted and producing very im-
portant cfleéts : to further them a trivial price is afhxed,
that thofe who approve the Pamphlet may be more gene-
rally enabled to promote its circulation ; this may be done
in the moft inconfiderable town or village in the kingdom
if there be in it only one friend to the _Caufe, who will
fend a letter (Yo&-paxd)to M. Gurney, No. 128, Holborn,
dire&ting to whom the &?rccl is to be delivered, and o1-
dering the Coachman, Waggoner, or other perfon to pay
the money on delivery ; the deduétion abovementioned
will in moft cafes enable the perfon to difpofe of them
at a halfpenny, without any lofs,



N_Otwithﬂanding the late determination of the Houfe of

N ' Commons on the Slave-Trade, we may hope that’

the difcuffion if has reteived will not be ufelefs ;.“and that
the public attention has not been excited in vain, to afyl-
tem of cruelty which it is painful even to recite. It may
be hoped that, claiming for ourfelves the moft perfett free-
dom, we fhall nalonger impofe upon others a flavery the
molff oppreflive; and that, enjoyinga degree of felicity un-
cqualled in any age or country, we fhall no longer range
the world to increafe the mifery of mankind. | .

The luft of power, and the pride of conqueft, have
doubtlels produc'ed inftances far too numerous, of man en-
flaved by man. Butwe, in an enlightened age, have greatly

Aurpafled, in biutality and injuflice, the molt ignorant and
barbarous ages: and while we are pretending to the fineft
feelings of humanity, are exercifing unprecedented cruelty.
We lave planted flavery in the rank foil of fordid avarice;
aud the produce has been mifery in the extreme. We have
alcertained, by a courfe of experiments in cruelty, the lealt
portion of nourifhment requifite to enable man to linger a
few years in mifery; the greatefi quantity of labour which,
in fuch a fituation, the exireme ot punilhment can extort;
and the utmoft degree of pain, labour, and hunger united,
that the human frame can endure.

In. vain have fuch fcenes been developed. The wealth
Jderived from the horrid traffic, has created an influence
that fecures its continuance ; unlefs the people at large
fhall refufe to receive the produce of robbery and murder.

" The Legiflamre having refufed to interpole, the people
are now neceflarily called on, either to reprobate orapprove
the meafure ; for Weilt-India Slavery muft depend aipon
their fupport for its exiflence, and it is in the power of
every individual to increafe, or to diminifh its extent. The
Jaws of our country may indeed prohubit us the {ugar-cane,

" unlefs we will receive it through the medium ot flavery.
They may hold it to our lips, ficepcd in the blood of eur
tellow-creatures ; butthey cannot compel us to accept the
Joathfome potion. With us it sefls, either to receive it
and be parincrs in'the grimne, or 10 exoncrate ourfcives fiom
guilt, by fpurning from us ihe tempiation.  For let us not
think, that the crime rells alone with thofe who conduét
the traffic, or the legiflature by which itis protefled. 1f we
purchale the commodity we participate in the crime. The
Alave-dealer, the {lave bolder, and the flave-driver, aie vir-



tually the agents of the cgnﬁ?meg, and may be confidered
as employed and hired by him to procure the commodity. .
For, by holding out the temptation, he is the. original
caufe, the firft mover in the horrid procels ; and every dif-
tin&ien is doue away by the moral maxim, That whatever
we do by another, we do ourfelves.
Nor are we by any means warranted to confider our in-
dividual fhare in producing; thefe evils in a trivial point
of view, Theconfumption of fugar in tea, wines, paftry
and puach by many families in this country is fo confider-
able, that a few fuch families by abflaining, will have an
important effet on the Slave Trade, the colonial flavery,
and even on the other European markets, where the con-
fumption of fugar is comparatively inconliderable, becaule
thole articles which occalion the confumption of fugar in
this country, are on the Continent very little ufed. A fa-
mily that ufes 5lb. of fugar per week, with the proportion
of rum, will, by abftaining from the confumption ‘21
months, prevent the flavery or murder of one fellow-
creature ;. eight fuch families in 19} years, prevent the
flavery or murder of 100, and when the fugar trade fhal}
have returned to its former channel by the French Colonies
fupplying the other European markets, 38,000 fuch fa-
milies will have it in their power totally to prevent the
Slave Trade to fupply our iflands. Nay, fo_ neceflarily
conneéted are our confumption of the commodity, and the
mifery refulting from it, that in every pound of fugar uled,
(the produce ot flaves imported from Africa) we may be
conlidered as conluming two ounces of human flelh, be-
fides deftroying an. alarmigg numt_)e{ of feamgn by the
‘Slave-Trade, and fpreading inconceivable anguifh, terror,
fand difme{y, through an immen(e Conunent, by thg ptxrnixxg
'of their vilkages, tearing parents from their families, and
children from their parents ; breaking every bond of fo-
ciety, and deflroying every fource. of human happinels, -
A YFrench writer obferves, That he. capnot look on a
« piece of fugar without conceiving it ftained with fpots
}< of human blood :” and Dr. Franklipadds, that had he
paken in all the conlequences, * he might bave ﬁ?en_‘ the
“ fugar not merely fpotted, but thoroughl died in grain.”
L D:eadful confideration, that our increafing profpeiity has
{pread defolation over a country as large as all Europe !
Yor it is an indifputable fatl, that itis Bruith luxury, the
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African Slave “Trade depeués?w &Jorfu{)part : they have in-
creaféd, and they would fall togetheer. For our confumption
fugar is now fo mmenfe that 1t neatly equals that of all
Furope befides : and Jamaica now fupplies more than aMl
our Weft-India Iflands did at any period prior t0 1755

But‘amazingl'y extenfive as is the increafe of the cuiture,
{o far is it from kecping pace with our lugary, that (before
<he difturbances in the French 1flands, within thefe two or
three years) fugars have ever fold ia the Britifh market 20
of 30, fometimes 50 per cent. dearer than in any other
part of the world. Nor is it to fupport theold plantations,
as is pretended, but to form mew ones, for the fupply of
this our increafling luxury, thatthe wretched Africans are
1orn from their native land. .

Let us then imagine our immenfe confumption wholly,
or in great part to ceafe, and our fugars to be thrown on
the foreign markets; would additional flaves be wanted to
fupply an overflowing market at a falling price ? No: the
African Stave Trade, by whomfoever conduéted, te fupply
fugar colonies, by whatever nation poﬁ’e(fe&, mufl totally
ceafe. Horror and difmay would give place to peace an
ewvilization, through a ceaft of above threc thouland miles
extent, and sbove a thoufand miles inland : for fo exten-
five ate our depredations, and fo extenfive are the benefi:s
which itis in our power to confer.  Noi would the be-
neficial effcfls ceale, even here. “The Weft-India Hlands,
finding Yefs demand for fugar, muft appropriate lefs ground
to.the fygar-cane, and leave more for provifions : the flaves
would be lefs worked, better fed, andina few years confift
intirely of native Creoles. Or if the planters appropriate
the land to the other prodtx&io‘ns of the iflands, the fame’
beneficial efefts muft enfue. For Mr. Cooke tells us, “ the,
s cukivation of cotton, pimento, and coffee, is eafier than,
* fugar ;. the Slaves look better, and increafe fafter :” and
inftead of requiring‘addit':onal flaves. they would be able to
increafe their plantations with thofe already in the Hlands.
Ford(Fovernor Parry fays, * one acre of fugar requires as,
« mnch labour as ihree of cotton.””  Thus our refraining
from the confumption of the fugar-cane, even for a few

“years, would deftroy the Slave "Trade to the Weft-India
Yﬁaﬁ&, bring frefh land into culture, and place the flaves

“{n fuch a fitation, that they muit rapit? increafe.

! T'he diminution of the confumption ‘Weft-India pro-
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dince, would alfb have a L g;rfﬂ!.‘cﬁ& by. faking ghe
price of the.commodity ; and thereby:1ake away the tempe
tation to import additional flavess The revedfe we haveres
cently experienced, by the difturbances inthe French fugae
illands, having fuddenly raifed féme of the markets, whichy
were 20 Or-30 per cent. {ower thanrthe Biéitith, much above;
it ;. and thereby occafioned an exportation from this coun-,
try to-fupply the deficiency : and our exportation, though,
only amounting to a 1oth of our importation, has railed
our fugars 50 per cent. And as afall in the price woul
obftrutt the Slave Trade, and meliorate the condition

the {laves ; fo this rife will produce effefts the molt banca
ful.. The planter, tempted by the high price to get fugar:
and rum to market while that high price continues, wilk’
deprive his {laves of their provifion grounds, to plant them
with canes; and by the energy of the whip, they will be
forced to the moll extreme exertions: The murder, or, in.
the technical language of the Welt Indies, the lofs of his
{laves, will be to him buta fecondary confideration. The
large crop, and the high price, will amply compenfate-
him : and the queftion now is, ndt merely whether we fhall
hold out to him an inducement to purchafe additional flaves;:
but whether we fhall tempt him to-murder thofe he already-
has. We can hardly doubt, but that Weft-India packets-
have already borne the murderous dilpatches, exprcﬂ'ed ins
Janguage too dreadfully explicit, and to the followingeffetts
« The price of fugar and rum Rill continues high. Your
« maft adopt every mode 10 forward as large a cargo as:
« poflible. A fortunate crifis now offers itfelf for extri-
¢ cating my eftate from the difficulties in which it is ing
«yolved: We muit avail ourfelves of. it, another may
« never occur. Conlequences, though dif: reeable, muft-
« at the prefent moment be overlooked. e {lJave mar-
o ket is (il open for afupply- New-fangled humahity is no
« more.” The day hardly dawns when the whip refounds
through thofe regions of horror; nor ceafey, till darknels
clofes the fcene, which day after day is rengwed, The mi-
ferable vi€tims, deftitute o? every fource of cony ort to body:
or to mind, and finking under the thsee .endemic difeales-
of -our iflands, hunger, torture, and extreme labour ;: and
" urged to exertions they are unable ta fuflain, at lepgth ex-
pire beneath the lath, which in vaia endeavonss to-3oule
them 10 a.renewal of their labour.. ‘
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* If fuch be the d'read‘;'ul ﬁtu‘szgion of the Weft-India
flaves, may it not be afked, on what princip!e we can re-
ceive that prcduce which occafions it, for as neither the
flave-dealer. nor the planter, can have any moral right to
the perfon of him they file their flave, to his labour, or to
the produce of it; fo they can convey no right in that pro-
duce fo us: and whatever number of hands it may pafs
through, if the criminal circumftances appertaining toit’be
known at the time of the trapsfer, they can only have a
criminal poffeffion: and the money paid, either for the
{lave, or tor the produce of his labour, is paid to obtam
that criminal p()il'cmun : and can confer no moral right
whatever. So, if the death of the perfon ealled a flave,

" be occafioned by the criminal pofleflion, the criminal pof-
fefor is guilty of murder; and we, who have knowingly

. done any a&t which might occafion his being in that fitu-
ation, are acceflaries to the murder, as by receiving the pro-
duce of his labour, we are accefaries to the robbery.

If we, as individuals concerned in the Slave Trade (either
by procuring the {laves, compelling them to labour, or re-
ceiving the produce) imagine that our fhare in the tanfac-
tion is fo minute that it cannot perceptibly increafe the
injury; let us recolleft that, though numbers partaking
of a crime may diminifh the fhame, they cannot diminifh
its turpitude. Can we {uppofe, thatan injury of enormous
magnitude can take place, and the criminality be déltroyed
merely by the criminals becoming fo numerous as to ren-
der their refpeétive {hates indiftinguifhable? Were an hun-
dred affaffinsto plunge their daggers into their viftim,though
each might plead, that without his affiftince the crime
would have heen compleated, and that his poinard neither
occafioned nor accelerated the murder, yet every one of
them would be guilty of the entire crime. Yor into how
many parts foever a criminal aftion may be divided, the
crime itfelf refts intire and compleat on every perpetrator.

But waving thele confiderations,’ and even fuppofing
for a nioment, that the evil has an exiftence from caufcs
totally independent of us: yet furely it will not be
faid, that we are to bind up no wounds bat thofe we have
;nfli@ed, nor relieve any diftre(s but what we have occa-
fioned ; if dveadful mifery exifts, and we have it in our
power jointly with others, to remedy it; itis undoubtedly
our duty to contribute our fhare, in hopes that others will



theirs ;. and to at from con7fcien1:c, as we fhould from in- -
clination in fimilar cafes that interefled our feelings. -

For inftance; let us fuppofe the Algerines to eflablith -
fugar plancations, and refort to the banks of the Thames
for flaves, as the only place to be infulted with impunity.
Suppofe’ our wives, our hufbands, our. children, our
parents, our brethren, [wept away. and the fruit of their
labour, produced with agonizing hearts and trembling
limbs, landed at the port of London. What would. be
our couduét ? Should we fay, fugar is a neceflary. of life:
1 caanot do without it. Belides, the quantity I ufeisbuta
fmall proportion : and though it be very criminal of the
Algerines to enflave others, yet I am not bound to look
to the nature or confequences of the tranfaftion; and
paying for the fugar, I have a right to confume it, how-
ever 1t may have been obtained. If fuch would be our.
Janguage in that cafe, be it {fo on the prefent occafion.
For let us recolle&, that the only difference 1s, that in one
cafe our relation to the enflaved is rather more remote,
but that in both cafes they are our brethren.

But it is hardly requifite to ftate {o {trong. a cafe as that
fuppoled. For were only one Englifhman %0 receive ins
juries, that bore but the flighteft refemblance to thofe
daily commitied 1n our iflands, the mation would be in-
flamed with refentment, and clamorous to avenge the in<
jury. And can our pride faggelt 10 us, that the rights of
men are limited to any nation, Or to any colour ? Orny
were any one to treata fellow creature in this country as
we do the unhappy Africans in the AWelt-Indies; ftruck
with horror, we fhould be zealous to deliver the opprefled,
and punifh the oppreffor. - Are then the offices of huma-
nity and funttions of juftice to be circumfciibed by geo-
graphical boundaries ? Can reafon, can conlcience juftify
this contraft in our condutt, between our promptitude, in
the one cafe, and our torpor in the other —Mr. Addifon
juftly oblerves, that * humanity to become eftimable muft
be combined with juftice.” But we feem to att.as if we
thought that the relief of our fellow-creatures, protettion
from injuries, commaunication of benefits; were works of
{upereroga(ion, 10 be granted or with-held, as caprice, or
cuftom, or inclination may fuggeﬁ. o

After the important confiderations adduced, it might be
reckoned a degradation of the fubje to mention the na«
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tional dignity; or even (Exa‘t‘ might induce us ‘to counte:
rat a. powerful body of men, who are trampling under
foot, the diftates of humanity, and the intereft of the
pation: men. who have in 50 years received for fuga?
alone, above 70 millions more than it would hayg coft at
any other market. And from Mr. Botham’s e%ﬂence it
appears, that in Batavia, where labour is as high as in
England, fugar, equal to the beft Wefl-India, is fold at
1d % per pound. Thefe are the men, who are at this
smoment {ummoning meetings to compel the minifter to
aid the operation of their whips by the terrors of our bayo-
nets; and to pervert the public treafure for the purpofe
of {upporting a few individuais in violating every principle
of law and juftice, and of defending them in the exercife’
of the moft dreadful tyranny over half a mitton of perfons,
born in iflands, which, when it ferves their purpofc they
pretend to be ours, but of which they bave in fatt ufurped
The abfolute fovereignty. Thefe men are now alfo en-
dcavouring to overthrow 2 plan for fupplying us with
fugars, by means of free labour ; and have the audacity to
tell the Britifhdegiflawre. * That they cannot abolifh the
flave trade; §or that if England refufes to furnith them
with flaves, they will obtain 2 fupply through other chan-
nels.”” And a governor of Barbadoes admonifhes us, “ From
policy, to leave the 1dlands to the guiet management of their
own affairs. Thefe nominal colonies have, it feems,
been taught, that we have no_right to controul them;
that the afts of their Af{femblies alone are obligatory ; and
¢hat thofe of Britifh legiflators, are binding only on thole
.whom they reprelent. The right of enflaving others, they
contend for, as the moft valuable of their privileges.

. Thus it appcars, that the legiflature is not only un=
willing, but perhaps unable to grant redrefs ; and therc-
fore it is more peculiarly ineumbent on us, To abjtain
Sfrom the ufe of fugar and Tum, until our Weft-india Plan-
ters themjelves have prohibited the importation of additional
flaves, and commenced as. [peedy and effectual a fubverfion of

auvery in ther iflands, as the circum/tances and fibuation o

the flaves will admat : or tild we can obtasn the produce of ¢
fugar cape in fome other mode, unconnedled with Javery, and
unpolluted with blood. <
- " Ror farely it may be hoped that we fhall not limit ouFf

wiews merely to the abolition of the African flave trade, ¥



the colonial flavery ferrm[edogn it?'i& in its principle eqhally
unjuft. For if it be iniquitous 10 force the Africans from
their native land; equally iniquitous muft it be, to retain
them and their pofterity in perpotual bondage. And thoagh
the African flave trade be the moft preminent feature th
this wickednels, yet it is but a feature: and were it
abolifhed, the Welt India flavery woutd il exift. And
(hall we Tuffer half a million of fellow fubjells, and their
pofterity, to beheld in {lavery for ever? I fay, fellow fub-
jeéts, For undoubtedly, eve perfon born in the dominions
of Great Britain is  fubjeét, bound to abey and entitled
to the protettion of the common law of England ; and
in oppofitien to which, the alls of affemblies, exifhing
merely by grant from the crown, can be of no authority.
In demanding liberty then for the perfons called flaves
in our Ilands, we demand no more than they are entitled
to by the commeon law of the land. The moft eligible
mode of putting them in pofieffion of their legal and natu-
ral right, may be a queftion of dithculty; but it isa
queftion that ought to be confidered with no other view,
but to their happinefs. The planto be adopied, ought to
be cerain and ipzedy in its opera‘tion; thould 1 even
militate againit the fuppoled, or even real intereft, of_their
oppreffors ; and let it be remembered, that it is in the
power of & {mall proportion of the people of England to
effeCt it, by refuling to receive the produce. For the
plaoters themfelves would adopt the plan, were that the
only condition on which we would confume the fugar
of their iflands: nor would the Legiflature be then Hare
ralled with prepofterous claims, for compenfation ; which,
however unfounded ia juftice or reafon, will be fupporsed
by influence, and enforced with clamour. ] .
The cale now fully lies before us; and we have to
make our choice, either to join ourfelves with thefe manu-
fatiurers of human woe, or to renounce the horrid affo-
ciaion. 1f we adopt the former, let us at. leaft have the
candour to avow our conduft in its real deformity. Let us
no longer affett to deplore tha calamiiies attendant on the
Slave Trade, of which we are the primary caufe: .nor let
us pretend to execrate (he condu@ of the flave-déaler, the
{lave-holder, or the {lave-driver ; but apologize for them as
our partmers in iniquity; and be affured, ‘that if we now
take our fhare in the tranfation, we fhould, were we placed
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ii a fimilar fitustion with them, withas little compunttion
take theirs 3 unlefs we can fuppofe the ' order of nature
would be fo.far inverted, as that we {hould ‘becomé virta-
ous, in proportion as the temptation to vice increafed.
Nor fhould we then, any more than now, be defltitute of
fubterfuges to deftroy the feelings of our minds, and the
coaviftions-of ourtoniciences. o ¥

-1} ignorance and inantention may be pleaded as our ex-
cufe hitherto, yet that ean be the eafe no longer. Fhe:
fubje€t has been four years before the public. - Its dread-

ful'wickedncfs has been. fully ‘proved.- Every falthood,
every deception with which it has been difguifed, has been
completely done away ; and it ftands before us in all its
native hotrors. No longer can it be pretended, that Africa
is a-barbarous, uncultivated land, inhabited by arace of
favages, inferior to the reft of the human’ fpecies.  Mr.
How, whe was employed by gevernmentto go up the coun-
try, depofes, that inland it is everyiwhere well cultivated,
abounding wih rice, millet, potatoes, cotton and indigo
plantations ; and that the inhabitants are quick in learning
languages, and rewmarkably induftrious, hofprable and
obliging. It appears that they poffefs noble and heroic
minds, - difdaining {lavery, and frequently feeking refuge
from it in the arms of death, Nor {hall we ‘again be told;
of the fuperior happisiels they enjoy under the: benevolent
care of the planters;' Mr. Coor having depofed, that
“ fetting flaves to work in the morning, is attended with
“ Joud peals of whipping ;"—and General Tottenham,
« that there isno compatiFon between regimental flogging,
¢ which on*ymthe«ﬂnm, and the plantation, which cuts
« out the flefh ;"—Capt. Hall, ¢ that the punifhments are
& very fhocking, much more {o then:in ‘men of war;!”
Capt, Smith, * thatat every firoke of the whip a piece of
« flefh is cut.out,”"—And Mr. Rofs, * that he confiders a
¢« comparifon between Weft-India flaves, and the Briulh
« peafantry, as an infalt to cammon fenfe.” :

.. We are now called on to redrefs evils,’in comparifon
with which; ail that exilt in this nation fink beneath our
notice; and the only {agrifice we are required 1o make: :in
order1o effelt it, is' the abandoning a - loxury, which ha-
bit alone can have rendered of importance, a luxury to
which the induftrious bee labours 10 fupply an excellent

fuccedansum. "}t we tefuleto lilten-te the admoaitions of
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confcience on, this eccafion.. May-it ot be juftly i
ferred, that thofe numerous difplays of humaity, of which:
this kingdom boafls, have not their foundation in._@ny.vir-
tuous or valable principle : but that to cuftown- and oftén.¢
tation they owe their origin? And if our execration of the:
{lave trade be any more than -mese declamation againdt:
cximes weare not in a fituation to ,commit, we -fhall, ‘ni:
ffead of being folicitous to find defpicable diftinétions 1o,
juflify our conduét. abhor the idea ot -contributing in :the:
leait degree, to fuch [cenes of mifery: .- Gl

If thele be the deduétions from the moft obwions prin--
ciples of realon, julltice or humanity ; : what muft: be:
Yhe refult if we extend our views 10 religious con-:
fiderations ? It will hardly be faid, that we affume a reli-
gious profeffion to diminifh the extent of eur moral dutfes, :
or to weaken the force of our obligation to obferve them.

May we not then alk, if we mean to.infult the God’
we pretend to worfhip, by fupplicating him to * have'mercy
* upon all prafoners and captives,” and to * defend and
« provide for the fatherlefs, widows, and children, and all -
« that are defolate and oppreffed.” But, if the difienters fup-
pofe a national religion 10 be only matter of form, we' may:
expeét that they willthink itatthe leaft, as requifite to diffent
from the natiopal crimes, as the national religion; unlefs-
they mean to prove they have confciences of fopeculiar a
texture, as to take offcnce at the religion of their country,
while they can conform without feruple to ts moft cri-
minal prattices. If indeed they are fatisfied, after an im-"
partial examination, that the traffic - alluded to is fair and
honeft. and that the produce onght to be coafidered-as the-
relult of lawful co nmerce, it will become them to en-
courage it; it will become them t0 reprobate this work as
an attempt to flander honefl men, and to injure their pro-
perty, by holding it out to the public, as -the produce of
rubbery and murder. But, if the arguments be vakd, will
they flill wreat the lubjeét with cool indifference, and . con~
tinoe a.criminal praftice? May wenot alfo bope that ithe
Methodills, who: appear tofeel forcibly their - princaples,
will ferioufly confider.it? They are {a.numerous, as to be
able of them{elves ta deftroy that dreadful traffic, which is
the fole obflacle 1o their miniflers fpreading the' gofpel in
the extenfive continent of Africa; and, however :others*
may affcét to degrade the 'Ncgreg;, they are bound te con-A
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Puder thoufands of them, not merely as their fellow crea-
tures, but as their brethren in Chrift. L

But there is oné clafs of diffenters who juftly ftand high
in the public eftimation, for their fieady. manly and uniform

pofuion to our colonial flavery. And can it be fup-
poted that, after having awakened the public attention,
they can refufe to contribute what is in their own power
to remedy the evil? The plan propoled, is a plain and
abvions dedulion from their uniform principle of having
no concern in what they difapprove.  Thus, confidering
war as unlawful, they confider goods obtained through that
medium as criminally obtained ; and will not fuffer any of
their members to purchafe prize-goods : and furely they
muft confider the feizure of a man’s goods, as a crime far
inferior to the feizing of his perfon

But however obvious a duty may be, yet the mind when
hardened by habit, admits with di&:lculty the convition of
guil: ; and when our condut is fanétioned by common prac-
tice, we may commit the grofleft violations of duty without
remorfe. It is therefore more peculiarly incumbent on
us in {nch fituations, to examine our condu& with the ut-
moft fufpicion, and 1o fortify our minds with moral prin-
ciples or the fan&ions of religion. In proportion as we
are under their influence, we fhall rejoice that itis in our
power to diminifh thofe dreadful calamities, recolleéting
that their removal refts not with the exertions of wealth, of
rank, or of power: even in the peaceful hamlet, and le-
queflered cot we may find the Jfource of Afric’s wrongs,and
to them we look for their redrefs. And {urely we may look
with bhope, that the ftandard of the opprefled being raifed,
the wife and the good will form a phalanx round 1t that
fhall make the abettors of vppreflion tremble : and let us
exert ourfelves (to the utmoft in_our refpedlive fituations,
1o refcue from oppreflion and mifery the injured Africans
and their unhappy offspring in our iflands, confidering that
"our exertions are not to be judged of merely by their im-
mediate cffefls, but that they may produce remote ones of
which we can form no eftimate; but which, after having
dene our duty, we muft leave to Him who governs allthings
after the caunfel of his own wll. FINIS.

' Publifhed by the Author, a Summary View of the Evi.

dence relating to the Slave Trade and our Colonial Slavery,
Price 14, or 7 for 6d, 50 for 3s3d and 6s 4d per 100
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