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The first party of painted savages who raised a
tew huts upon the Thames did not dream ot the
London they were creating, or know that in lighting
the firc on the nearth they were kindling one of the
great foci of Time. All the grand ageucies which
the progress of mankind evolves are formed in the
same uncouscious way. They are the aggregate re-
sult of countless single wills, each of which, thinking
of its own end, and, perhaps fully gaining it, isat
the same time eunlisted by Providence in the secret

service of the world.
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The inferiority of the present age is .perbaps the
consequence of its superiority. Scarcely any one, in
the more educated classes, seems to have any opini-
ons or to place any real faith in those which he
professes to have, At the same time if we compare
the writings of any former period with those of the
present, the superiority of these is unspeakable.
We are astonished at the superficiality of the older
writers ; the little depths to which they sounded any
questions ; the small portions of the considerations
requiriug to be wurked at which those writers appear
to have seen. It requires in these times much more
intellect to marshal so much greater a stock of ideas
and observations,
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From 1780 to 1830 Germany has produced all the
ideas of our historic age; and for half a century still,
perhaps for a whole ceutury, our great work will be
to think them out again. 'The thoughts which bave
.been born and have blossomed ina country, never
fail to propagate themselves in 'the neighbouring
countries and to be engrafted there for a season.
That which is happening to us has happened twenty
times already in the world.
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An independent nation, conscious of its strength,
and not afraid of being overwhelmed by foreign in-
fluences, does well, therefore to welcome the foreign
names of foreign porducts. It does not thus corrupt,
but really enriches its langnage; and even when, as
in English, it possesses a multitude of synonyms,
partly native and partly foreign, for more or less,
the same conceptions, this variety of terms is a great
advantage; for the Genius of the langnage, which
works more by making use of existing terms
than by creating them, is enabled to give toeach a
different shade of meaning. Thus as Bradley points
out, the subtle shades of difference of meaning, of
emotional significance, between such pairs as pafer-
nal and fatherly, fortunre and luck, celestial and
heavenly, royal and kingly could not easily be rend-
ered in any other language.

The English Language—Logan P.Smith, page 59. .
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