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The leading idea of the plot is this—should
the national mind feel justified in harbouring
violent thoughts against the British Government ¢
or to present the question in another form, 1s the
establishment of English supremacy providential in
any sense 9 or to put itin a still more final and
conclusive from, with what purpose and with what
immediate end in view did providence send the
British to this country 9 The immediate object is
thus briefly described in the preface—To put an
end to Moslem tyranoy and anarchy in Bengal ;
and the mission 1s thus strikingly pictured in the last
chapter :—“The Physician said, Satyanand, be
not crest fallen, Whatever is, 1s for the best, It
15 8o written that the English should first rule over
the country before there could be a revival of the
Aryan faith, Harken unto the counsels of Provid-
ence. The faith of the Aryas consisteth not in the
worship of three hundred and thirty millions of
gods and goddesses ; as a matter of fact that isa
popular degradation of religion—that which has
brought about the death of the true Arya faith, the
so-called' Hinduism of the Mlechhas. True Hinduism
is grounded on knowledge, and mnot on works.
Knowledge 1is of two kinds—external and internal.
The internal knowledge constitutes the chief part
of Hinduism, But internal knowledge cannot
grow unless there is a development of the
external knowledge. The spiritual cannot be
known unless you know the material, External
knowledge has for a long time disappeared
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from the country, and with it has vanished the
Arya faith, To bring about a revival, we should
first of all disseminate physical or external konow-
ledge, Now there is none to teach that; we our-
selves cannot teach it. 'We must needs get it from
other countries, The English are profound masters
of physical knowledge, and they arc apt teachers
too. Let us then make them kings., English educa-
tion will give our men a koowledge of physical sci-
ence, and this will enable them to grapple with the
problems of their inner natuie, Thus the chief ob-
stacles to the dissemination of Arya faith will be
removed, and true religion will sparkle into life
spontaneously and of 1ts own accord, The British
Government shall remain indestructible so long as
the Hindus do not once more become great in
knowledge, virtue and power. Hence O Wise man,
refrain from fighting and follow me.” This passage
embodies the most recent and the most cnlightened
views of the educated Hindus, and happening as 1t
deos in a novel powerfully conceived and wisely
executed, 1t will 1nfluence the whole race for good.
The author’s dictum we heartly accept as 1t is
one which already forms the crecd of English edu-
cation. We may state 1t in this form: India is
bound to accept the scicentific method of the west
and apply it to the elucidation of all truth, This
idea beautifully expressed, forms a silver thread

as it were, and runs through the tissue of the whole
work,

The Liberal,
8th April, 1882,
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APPENDIX 1.

HISTORY OF THE SANNYASI REBELLION,

From Warren Hastings' Letters in
Gleig’'s Memoirs,

You will hear of great disturbances committed
by the Sannyasis, or waudering Fakeers who an-
nually infest the province, about this time of the
year 1n pilerimages to Jaggarnant, going in bodies
of 1000 and some times even 10,000 men. An offi-
cer of reputation (Captain Thomas) lost his life
in an unequal attack wpon a party of these baun-

ditti, about 3000 of them, near Rungpore with
a small party of Pergona Sepoys, which has made
them more talked of than they deserve, The reve-
nue, however, has felt the cffects of their ravages
in the northern districts, The new establishment
of Sepoys which is now forminzon the plan enjoined
by the Court of Directors and the distribution of
them ordered for the internal protection of the
provinces will, I hope, effectually secure them here-
after from these incursions.—FHastings to Sir George

Colebrooke—dated 2nd Fevruary 1773.—Gleig’s Me-
moirs Vol. I. 282,

Qur own p.ovinces has worn something of a
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warlike appearance this year, having been infested
by a band of Sannassies,who have defeated two small

parties of purgunnah Sepoys ( a rascally corps) and
cut off the two officers who commanded them, One
was Captain Thomas, whom you know. Four
battalions of the brigade Sepoys are now in pursuit

of them, but they will not stand any engagement
and have neither camp equipage, nor even clothes,
to retard their flight, Yet I hope we shall yet make
an example of some of them as they are shutin
by rivers which they can not pass when closely
pursued.,

The history of the people is curious. They 1n-
habit or rather possess the country lying south
of the hills of Tibbet from Caubul to China.
They go mostly naked ; they have neither towns,
houses nor families; but rove continually from
place to place, recruiting their number with the
healthiest children they can steal in the countries
through which they pass, Thus they are the stout-
est and the most active men in India. Many are
merchants. They are all pilgrims, and held by
all castes of Gentoos in great veneration. This
infatuation prevents our obtaining any intelligence
of their motions or aid from the country against
them, notwithstanding very rigid orders which
have benn pnblished for these purposes, in 80
much that they often appear in the heart of the
province as if they dropt from heaven. They
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are hardy, bold, and enthusiastic to a degree sur-
passing credit. Such are the Sannassies, the Gipsies
of Hindostan,

We have dissolved all the Purgunnah Sepoys
and fixed stations of the brigade Sepoys on our
frontiers, which are to be employed only 1n the
defence of the provinces, and to be relieved every
three months, This I hope will secure the peace
of the country against future irruptions, and as they
are no longep to be emploved in the collections,
the people will be freed from the oppressions of
our own plundzrers, “IHastings to Josias Du LPre.
—9th March 1773.

We have lately been much troubled here by
hordes of desperate adventurers called Sannasis,
who have overrun the province in great numbers
and committed gieat depredations. The particu-
lars of these disturbances and of our endeavours
to repel them you will find In our general
letters and consultations, which will acquit the
Government of any degree of blame from such a
calamity, At this time we have five battalions of
Sepoys in pursuit of them, and I have still hopes
of exacting awple vengeance for the mischief
they have done us, as they have no advantage
over us but iu the speed with which they fly from
us. A mioute relation of these adventures can not
amuse you, nor lndeed are they of great moment,
for which reason give me leave to drop the sub-



ject, and lead you to one in which you can not but
be more interested &c. Hastings to Purling— dated
3lst March 1773 —para 4— Gleig’s Mcemoirs of
Hastings.—294 Vol. 1.

In my last I mentioned that we had every
reason to suppose the Sannasie Fakeers had en-
tirely evacuated the company’s possessions. Such
were the advices I then received, and their
'usual progress made this highly probable. But it
scems they were either disappointed in crossing
the Burramputrah river, or they changed their
intention, and returned 1n <everal bands of about
2000 or 3900 each, appcearing unexpectedly 1n
different parts of the Rungpoor ahd Dinagepoor
provinces. FKor in spite of the strictest orders issued
and the severest pennlties threatened to the inhabit-
ants 1n case they fail 1 giving intelligence of
the approach of the Sennassics, they are so infa.
tuated by superstition as to be bickward in giving
the informaton, so that the banditti are some-
times advanced into the very heart of provin-
ces before we know any thing of their motious ;
as if they dropt from heaven to punish the inhabit-
ants for their folly, One of these parties fall-
ing in with a small detachment commanded by
Captain Edwardes, an engagement ensued where-
in our Sepoys gave way, and Captain Edwardes
lost hix life in endeavouring to cross a Nullah.
This detachment was formed of the worst of our
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perganna Sepoys, who seemed to have behavec]
very ill, This success clated the Senmnassies, and .|
heard of their depredations from every quarter ir
those districts, Captain Stewart, with the nine.-
teenth battalion of Sepoys who was before em
ployed against them, was vigilant in the pursuitl
wherever he could hear of them, bnt to no purpose.
They were gone before he could reach the places
to which he was directed. I ordered another
battalion from Burrampoor to march immediately tos
co-operate With Captain Stewart but to act separ
atley in order to have the better cliance of falling
in with them. At the same time I ordered another
battalion to march from the Dinapocr Station|
through Tyroot and by the northern fronticr of
the Purneah province, following the track which,
the Sennassics usually took, in order to intercept
them in case they marched that way. This batta-
lion after acting against the Sennassies, 1f occasiow
offered, was directed to pursue their march tol
Cooch Bzhar, where they are to join Captain
Jones and assist in the reduction of that country.

Several parties of the Seunas-ies having entered
into the Purneah province, burning and destroy-
ing many villages there, the cellector applied to
Captain Brook who had just arrived at Paoity
near Rajmahl with his newly raised battalion of
light infantry. That officer immediately crossed
‘the river and entered upon measures against


















