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L A4 Letter from Dr. William Mafgrave,
Fellow of the Coll. of Phyf and R. 8. to Dr,
Sloane, concerning a Periodical Palfy.

Periodical Palfy, you will aliow, is a very unufual

Diftemper, 1 do not remember cither from Books
or Men, to have met with more than Two Inftances of
it. The German Ephimerides (Dec. 1. Aunis 9.& 1o.
iterumque Dec. 2. A. 3.) mention a young Maa in the
Dutchy of Wirtenburg, who, for the Space of Twelve
Years, {fpoke only One Hour in the Four and Twenty;
and that always at the fame time, viz. between Twelve
and One.of the Day. The other Inftance has fallen
within my- own Oblervation : Being well acquainted
with the Particulars of it, I will Report it to you:

I was in Awguff, 1687. defired, by a poor Woman
at Aftrop-Wells, to look on her Daugnter. They both
came from Stew in Glocefterfbire (as they had often done)
for Work. The Daughter was about Twenty. One, of
a Sanguin Complexion ; and, as to private Matters, well
enough: She had been for {everal Days lefs A¢tive than
ufual; and after that, had (a Week before I faw her)
loft her Speech, and the Ufe of her Legs: She reel’d
like a Perfon Drunk, and was (by thofe who knew not
her Condition’} oiten taken to be {o; but, I thick, un-
juftly ; for fhe had neither Money nor Intereft to make
her {0. In her Legs there was litue or no Senfe of
Feeling; her Left Leg was drawn up as in a vickeo:
Cramp.

Her Ruddy Sanguin Look dire&ed Bleeding; but
that did not relicve her. T then gave her Spirit of Sal
Armon. Succinared, Sreel with Gentian, Amber, Caftor,
and other warm Cepbalics. A Bliler was laid oo her
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Neck. A Bath (of Wormwood, and other hot Herbs)
prepared for her Legs; Ung. Martiatum ufed to anoint
them after Bathing.

By thefe Means, the was, in the Space of Three Days,
able to fpeak again ; and in a little time, by the Help of
Crutches, able to go. But then omitting the Medicines,
tho’ but one Day, loft her Speech again ; and, return-
;’pg to them ( efpecially the Spirit ) recovered it as
oon.

When not able to fpeak, fhe had a manifeft Altera-
tion in her Face; the Strength and Tonick Vigour of it
abated ; her Eyes grew Dull, her Lips Pale. I havein
this Jun@ure given her Thirty Drops of the Spirit: In
the Space of Two Hours the Change has been {urpri-
fing; her Eye has quickened, a Colour come over her
Face, her Speech return’d.

In Fuly, 1688. I was again at Affrop ; whither the
Mother (encouraged by the Succefs of the laft Year’s
Phyfick) brought her Deughter to me, and gave me the
following Account of her, wiz. That after the Phyfick
1 had (the Year before) prefcribed her, was all fpent ;
Her Specch, and the Ufe of her Legs left her; firft in
September, 1687. particulariy on a 7uefday, about Noon ;
that it retarn’d the Saturday following, near the fame
Hour : and that from Michaelmas, 1687. to the time of
our Difcourfe (which was on Fuiy 18 following) her
Speech and Strength of Legs obferved the fame Period
(of going off on Tuefdays every Week, and returning
on Saturdays) with only Two Exceptions, viz. That
onc:s{ they returned on a Friday, another time not before
Sunday.

Shév tells me, That her Daughter was, the preceding
Winter, very Weak, and in Danger of Death; That her
Appetite was much abated ; That fhe fometimes chofe

to cat Dread, Water, and Sa%, boyld together ; That
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now, 33 the Summer came on, fhe recovered fome De-
gree of Strength ; That the had loft no Senfe at any
Tiwe, befides that of Feeling; which was by tne firit
quantity of Medicines, reltored effectually, and without
Relaple.

I wuderftand from her, That the Menfes were regular,
as to Pericd; but as to Quantity unequal; with this
farther Obfervable, That when they were mefl, the
(the Daughter) was worft.

I was inform’d allo, That before her Specch ufed to
go off, fhe conftantly loft, for an Hour’s Space, the Uls
of her Left Arm ; That when her Speech was leaving
her, fhe would ftammer out fome few Words, and after
this, on a fudden, became Mute : That when, notable
to fpeak, fhe often moan’d, and made a melancholly,
complaining Noifé : That, her Speech did ule to return
(as it went off ) all on a {udden, and at once,

She always had, as her Speach ceas’d, and Two Hours
after it was gone, a pain in her Left Side, including Arm
and Leg : Her left Foot was then Drawn up, as before-
mentioned : Her Face was high colour’d when fhe loft
her Speech, pale when it return’d : No part of her Bo-
dy wither’d, but fhe whole ; was generally cold.

Some time before the was at firft ftruck Speechlefs,
her Hands ufed to Tremble, but have been of late more
fteddy : Nor was the now {fo Dull and Heavy as former-
ly ; but for the generality more Brisk and Chearful than
in her State of Health.

When fhe has her Speech fhe goes beft ; but is always
forc’d to ufe a Stick, being never able to go fteddily :
She fpeaks by Intervals, as diftinétly as ever, and as loud ;
can fing, when capable of fpeaking; but at no other
time.

Qq 2 This
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This Account the Mother gives me of her Daughter,
deliverng it with a great dea! of Country Simpiiiy;
which recommended what fhe faid.  As to'hor il
{ound fhe fometimes had convuifive Fits; and tho’ a
poor lebouring Weman, was exireamly Hyflerical.

[ at che fame time obferv'd the Daughbter, to bave a
pale fick!y Lovk; o hesve Eye, alow Puile; and to be
much wafted in Fleth, She coatinved in my Neighboar-
houod about Two Diooths,  Curiofiry (as weli as Chari-
ty) promptsd me to fee her often. . I did fee her almoft
wrery Day for the whole time. [ made both Mother:
end Daughter {requently repeat to me, the manner of the
Fizs, and (by cro!s Interrogatories ) endeavoured to-catch
them in diflering Stories : But their Accounts were, in
Sublance always the fame. I endeavour'd to di‘cover
fome Marter of Fa&t, which might difprove them; and
ro that Intent examin'd thofe who were near them: But
could light cn no fuch Inftance.

I then repeated the former Courfe, furnithing her
with large Quantities of her old Medicines ; and fo dif
mifs’d her, with Orders to.Jet me hear again from her,
when the Phyfick fhould be all fpent.

In September, 1688.. fhe. came (with her Mother )
from Stow to Oxos, (that is almoft Twenty Miles) on
Foot; thank’d me for what I had directed her, and
beg’d a farther Supply of Medicines. She accordingly
had them, and by the roth of Now. following, was
grown firong, and to all Appearance, well asever.

For Two Months then, laft paft, the did go and fpeake
every Day, but not at all times of the Week; for her
Speech left her (as formerly) on Zuefdays ; but (now)
return’d the next Day after Noon. Thus fhe continued
10 the Summer following ; not fpeaking (in more than
Twenty Months) on any one Wednefday Morning.

In
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Tn the Summer, 1689. hoping to compleat the Cure,
I procured (oy. meansof a Contricution made on pur-
pofe) for her, a large Srock of M=dicines tor the W:nter
tollowing: buat fince chat Summ:r have heard noihing
more of her,

There were feveral Opinions concerning thic yourg
Woman ; fome (you will eafily. imagin) rhought ber Bc-
witch’d ; others, that {ae counterieited : Bug the Fa-
voureis. of one and the other of thele Cpinions, were
equally Strangers to her Cale.

Can it be {uppofed that a Girl of very ordinary Un-
derftanding (as indeed this was) and a Ruflick Educa-
tion, {hould leave a Courfe of Living tolerably well, and
(to the great Prejudice of her Health, and Danger of her
Lite) carry on, for the Space of Two Years, a Humour
which depriv’d her of fo much Cenverfation, and
brought both her, and her Mother, to fuch excefiive
Hardfhips and Neceflities, extraordinary 2 Choofe, at the
fame time to take vaft Quantities of Phyfick (for fuch
fhe was {cen to take) gain Ground under the Ul of
that Phyfick ; and in Proportion to it, lofé that Ground
again, upon omitting; regain it upon refuming her
Payfick; and thisevidently, manifeftiy, aad frequently,
and yet all this while Diffemble? Sir, T beg leave to fay,
1 think it was not in her Power {o to do.

Indeed Credulity argues Weakne(s of Mind ; .and js,
defervedly attended with Reproach. It is offenfive to
Philofophy ;-whofe venerable Records it interlines with
falfe Stories, and idle Tales. But on the other Hand,
‘tis alfo true, that Sceptici{m is not lefs.a Fault ; for that
alone renders the whole Book of Nature infignificant,
What can the cleareft Experiment, or the beft difcovery
import to him, who will not hear, who will not {ee>

Exon, Jane 4. 1698.
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