
MODERN MESMERISM

FROM PERSONAL INVESTIGATION

BY

JOHN FORBES, M.D. F.R.S.

PHYSICIAN TO HP.R MAJESTY'S HOUSEHOLD.

AU my Reports g"0 wi:h the modest truth;

yor mure, nor clijip'd, hut so.

K. Lear
J
iv. 7.

LONDON:
JOHN CHURCHILL, PRINCES STREET.

MDCCCXI.V.



Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2015

https://archive.org/details/b21913146



ILLUSTRATIONS

OF

MODERN MESMERISM.



C AND J. ADLAKD, PRINTERS, BARTHOLUMKW CLOSE.



ILLUSTRATIONS

OF

MODERN MESMERISM

FROM PERSONAL INVESTIGATION

BY

JOHN FORBES, M.D. F.R.S.

PHYSICIAN TO HElt MAJESTY'S IIOLSEHULD.

All my Reports g^o with the modest truth ;

Nor more, nor cHjip'tl, but bo.

A'. Lettry iv. 7.

LONDON:
JOHN CHURCHILL, PRINCES STREET.

MDCCCXLV.





PREFACE.

I HAVE been so often requested—and from so many

quarters—to repiiiit the following Papers for general

circulation, that I have, at length, consented to do so.

TVliere they originally appeared, in the pages of a strictly

professional Joimial, (the London Medical Gazette,)

they were seen by few but medical readers ; and my

friends are pleased to tliink tliat they arc calculated to

interest and to be of some seiTice to many persons of

other classes.

The Papers are reprinted verbatim, and with no other

addition than two or three short notes and a new Post-
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script to the Third Series. I make no apology for any

repetitions they contain, nor for other imperfections of

style which wiU be found in them. Knowmg the ori-

ginal Reports to be accui-atc as to matters of fact, I

was naturally unwilling, for the sake of mere polisli,

to run any risk of diminishing their value in the only

point iu respect of which I claimed some merit for

them.

My reasons for appending the case of Miss Martincau's

J., as an additional illustration, wiU be found in the

text.

How far the anticipations of my friends are correct,

as to the more general interest likely to be taken in

these Papers,—remains to be seen
;

but, slight as they

are, I am disposed to believe that they may be of some

benefit not merely to the public, but to the Mesmerists

themselves. If received simply as specimens or Ulustrar

tions of the sox-t of things which mesmeiie professors

daily hold forth to the world, and which the world re-

ceives, as marvels of the highest order and as truths
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admitting of no question, tliey must, sui'cly, give rise

to reflections that may lead to some beneficial results.

It" the professors, on fui-tlicr consideration of tlic sub-

ject, do not condescend to supjjly tbe public with evi-

dence of a more satisfactory kind, the public must cease

to^be satisfied with the kind of evidence they do supply.

Every one who has paid attention to the proceedings

of professed mesmerists,—even those of the highest

class, the members of the medical profession,—must now

be thoroughly convinced of the absolute necessity of theu*

changing the plan they have hitherto pursued, if they

exijcct to see mesmei-ism regarded as a branch of human

knowledge deserving the attention of scientific men. So

long as they refuse to adopt the rigid system of obser-

vation required in the sciences, and repudiate all the

ordinary rules of induction and rational inference deemed

essential to establish facts in other departments of

knowledge, they have no right to quarrel with those

who persist in disbelicrag—or Avho, at least, refuse to

admit as truths,—things, most marvellous in themselves.
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wliicli, if trae, are, to say the least, in nowise proved to

be so, and whieh, for the most part, have no other

evidence in their favour than the bare assertions of igno-

rant, interested, and, it may be, very unpiineipled per-

sons. No one conversant with these proceedings, as

hitherto conducted, can deny that few, if any, of the

greatest marvels recorded by the mesmerists, and pro-

mulgated as unquestionable facts, repose on more sound

foundations than, before trial, seemed to support those

which the investigations detailed in the following pages

proved to be utterly baseless and false. As all, then,

mai/ be untrue, are we not authorised to demand a new

course of inquiry, or a new series of evidences, before

we are called upon to admit the truth of Clairvoyance and

the other transcendental phenomena of mesmerism ? Ai-e

we not justified, for the future, in refusing to receive

from the mesmerists mai-vellous statements as truths

and facts, unless it is, at the same time, proved to be

impossible to explain or account for them, on other,

ordinary, or what may be called natural principles ?

It is also hoped, that the perusal of tlie exposures
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contained in this little book, may teach a useful lesson

to those numerous unscientific persons, who are accus-

tomed to attend mesmeric exhibitions, public or private,

from motives of rational curiosity, or with the com-

mendable object of investigating what seem important

truths. Such persons, it is beHeved, must now feel con-

vinced that no reliance whatever is to be placed on the

results presented at such exhibitions, as evidencing

the truth and powers of mesmerism. As these results

are witnessed by the ordinary visitor, it is quite im-

possible to discriminate the true from the false. The

coarsest jugglery may pass with the honest spectator,

seated at a distance fi'om the scene of action, for mys-

terious and awful truths. If Herr Dobler and Mousieiu"

PhiUippe can puzzle and perplex a whole theatre, suxcly

George Goble may bamboozle tlie erudite captain and

the six ladies on LIr. Vernon's back seats

!

Li conclusion, I wish explicitly to state, that it formed

no part of the object with which these papers were di-awn

up, to judge or prejudge the gi-eat question of the tnith

or fabehood of mesmerisji viewed generally ; nor is it
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my intentioa, on the present occasion, to offer any opinion

as to the possibility or impossibility of Clairvoyance,

and the other mesmeric wonders. I have not denied

their possibility, or even their existence as matters of

fact. I stiU profess myself ready to believe them on

obtaining sufficient proof of their reality. All that I

profess to have done is, by a simple nanrative of facts, to

illustrate the actual pretensions and perfomances of the

Mesmerists of the present day, and to show on what

sandy foimdatious the popular belief in their marvels

rests.

J. F.

Ijondoii, Nov. 1, 1845.
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ILLUSTRATIONS OF MESMERISM.

ALEXIS.

HEAJiixG fi-om all quarters of tlic wonderful feats of

tlie youth Alexis in mesmeric divination, and especially

of his facile and uidimited power in clairvoyance, I was

naturaUy desu-ous, with others, of personally witnessiug

Ids perfonnances, ai.d of having my doubts settled on a

matter of such extreme curiosity and importance. I

felt happy in the opportimity thus afforded, of being en-

abled to come to a satisfactory conclusion so readily and

so ea-sUy ; as it appeared from the accounts of Mm, pro-

mulgated through all the channels of commuiueation,

that Alexis had few or none of those difficidties in de-

monstrating his powers, which are constantly interfeiing

with the perfonnances of other professors of the same

school. He " came, saw, and conquered," and all else

who carric— .siiw and were conquered. lie held his daily

i
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and nightly sittitigs, in public and private, to the number

of three or four each day, at the rate of five guineas per

sittmg. He was " the rage " in all the aristocratic

circles,

" Where throngs of knights and barons bold,

In weeds of peace, high triumphs hold,

With store of ladies, whose bright eyes

Rain influence, and judge the prize."

He was, of course, the pet, pride, and glory of all pro-

fessed mesmerists, and his triiunphs even comprehended

some sober men of science who, like myself, were simply

desirous of ascertaining the truth. With them, I con-

sidered all the alleged phenomena of mesmerism as, at

least, descmng investigation; and, Ukc them, I only

wanted positive proofs of its truth to beHeve it. Re-

garding clairvoyance as the major marvel, including all

minor marvels, I was prepared to admit other things

without examiuaiion, if this, on examination, proved a

true thing. But, of coiu-se, I required evidence before I

admitted the truth of what was hi itself so very wonder-

ful ; and I submit to the most zealous believers in mes-

merism, whether tlierc was aujiliing in the proceedings,

as detailed in the following notes, inconsistent with the

plain and honest search after truth. The residts, as

win be seen, were anytliing but satisfactory ; and wliile

they proved notliing in fa^•oul• of mesmerism, they

proved, I fear, that these professors of it ai"e not to be

trusted as faithful promulgators of what ought to be

scientific tniths

:

" There are no tricks in plain and simple faith,"

At tlie same time, I think it necessaiy to re])cat here
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what I have stated in tlie notes, that mesmerism may ha

true ^vllile its professors are false ; that negative results

must, of eom-se, give way to positive ones ; and that I,

for one, am still imcouvinced that clairvoyance has not

existed, and does not exist, merely because Alexis, on

these occasions, failed to show it. I require no other

proofs of its existence than are deemed essential in

everj' other department of natm-al science; but wlule

these ai'e denied me it is no fault of mine that I remain

a sceptic.

PiiisT Exhibition.

Tlie exhibition to which the folloMang memoranda

refer took place at a small concert-room in Mortimer-

Street, on Thursday, July 11, 1811, from half-past twelve

to two p.m. There were fi-om thirty to forty persons

present. The performer (Alexis) was thro^vn into a

state of so-called somnambulism, by Ms fi'icnd, M.
MarciUet, merely looking steadfastly at him wlule

seated in a chair. With the exception of the first ex-

periment, during wliicli Alexis seemed to be asleep, all

the others were perfoiTned while he seemed to a com-

mon observer to be awake, W'ith Ms eyes (when not

bandaged) partially open. He appeared to see, hear,

and know what was going on about Mm, just as any of

the spectators. Tlie only pecidiarity that struck me
was, that the eyelids were only partially open and occa-

sionally quivering.
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The followmg notes were written immediately after

the meeting. K there be any inaccuracies in them,
they certainly do not regard matters of any import-
ance.

1. The left arm was extended in a state of rigidity,

not opposing very great resistance to downward pres-

sure. The pulse smaller iu the rigid arm.—Any one
could do tins.

2. The legs extended in the same way. A gentleman

partially stood on them, but not entii-ely.—Any one

could do tliis with practice.

3. Playing at ccarte^ASXx the eyes bandaged. He seemed

to play readily and well, winning the game. He also

told the cards at times in the pai-tncr's hand ; but he

also repeatedly failed, and made glaring mistakes in his

guesses.

The whole of tliis experiment is vitiated by the doubt

as to whether he coidd see under the bandage. IVom

carefully and most closely watching liim, I am of opinion

that he saw or might see from under the bandage.

I particidarly remarked that wliile the bandages were

being ])laced, he repeatedly touched and shifted them

;

and before they were removed, I observed, most dis-

tinctly, that he pressed a knuckle forcibly over the

bandage into the hollow of each eye, as if to close the

leather that might have been removed. I also observed,

that when examining some body presented to Imn, be-

fore the bandages were removed, he placed the body to

one side of him, exactly as a person woidd do who was

trying to see through a difficult passage.
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At any rate, the (to me) endeiit jMssibiiiti/ of siglit

being exercised iii the ordinary \yay, totally vitiates tliis

card-playing as an experiment.*

•±. Tlie next experiment, after tlic bandages were re-

moved, -n-as reading in a book through a certain number

of pages, i.e., telling what words (two or thi-ee) would

be found opposite a certain point indicated on the open

page, some pages farther on. The experunent was per.

formed on a French book produced from the pocket of

a gentleman present, and was repeated thi-ee, four, or

five tunes. Being close to Alexis the whole time, and

watching him most carefidly, and aU his proceedings, I

* I have been accused of doing injustice to Alexis, at these ex-

hibitions, in not attaching more importance to his feats of card-

playing, some of wliich, certainly, appeared not a little remarliable.

But I advisedly reject all such feats as evidence in a case of this

kind ; and 1 think every honest and philosophical mesmerist will

admit, on due consideration, that they ought to be so rejected.

The very fact of ca/d^ being, time out of mind, the favorite field

for the display of the tricks ot the conjuror, ought alone to deter-

mine their exclusion from an investigation pretending to a scientific

character. The objection made in the text, of the dilfieulty, not to

fay impossibility, of demonstrating the perfect exclusion of vision

through the natural channels, in the case of playing with the eyes

bandaged in the manner adopted by M. Marcillet, I still hold to be
most just. The other performances without bandages, such as

phying with the cards turned down, or with a screen interposed,

are so complex, and obviously involve so many chances of fallacy,

that it would be most unphilosophical to accept them in evidence,

so long as evidence of a like kind, and of a character entirely unex-
ceptionable, can be readily obtained. Seeing to play at cards, with
bsndagcd eyes, or with the cirds reversed, and seeing to read

through the pages of books, differs, in no respect, in principle, from
se'.ing through sealed envelopes, closed boxes, or other opake
Ijodies ; and as the latter can admit of no doubt or controversy,
they ought alone to be employed.

1§



6 MESMERISM.

am bound to declare that tlie result was altogether in-

conclusive as to liis possessing the power pretended.

a. In the first place, in no instance were tlie words

named by him exactly \uider tlie point indicated on tlie

open page. He hunted over many pages, and was

satisfied (as were many of the spectators) if he found

the word named anywhere, in any part of the jiage

!

h. Secondly, I distinctly obsciTcd, in every ease, that

hefwe naming the word or words, he turned over the

leaves (apparently carelessly and heedlessly, but Avith

his eyes never removed from them) in such a manner

that it was the easiest thing in the world for a person

of ordinary sight to see sideways into the pages, and

thus to catch words. This fact, coupled v\"ith the other

just stated (ci), iitterly vitiates this expen'ment. It is

also obvious that only the first of the experiments could

be valid, as in searching for the first words he had the

opportunity of fixing in his mind as many words as he

pleased for the subsequent trids. And I observed that

he woidd only look at those parts of the book which he

had turned over.

5. The next set of experiments rcfen'ed to his power

of reading words wapped up in paper, boxes, &c., and

of generally indicating the contents of certain bodies

presented to him.

The foUoviring were some of the experiments and their

results

:

a. A gentleman (I believe Colonel Gurwood) pre-

sented to him something very loosely \^Tapped in paper.

He felt it, and said it was a box (Jwife). He llien him-
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self removed the paper, and laid tlic apparent box (a

small oetagou;d body -with gilt top,) downi on the table.

He was then aslced Avliat it contained : he said, " some

characters iu m-iting." TVTiilc he was saying this (or

prerionsly, I do not now rccoUect whicli) he liad perfect

opportiniih/, as the object lay before him and was tonched

by him, and was constantly looked at by him ; I say ho

had a perfect opportmiity of openbuj the book (for such

it was), so that he might see the characters witliin it. I

cannot say positively that he did open it, but anybody,

not a juggler, might have done so imobsei-ved. He tlien

announced that it was some writing in characters he did

not understand. The book proved to be a copy of the

Koran in Ai'abic. This expermient was clearly a failure

:

fii"st, because while covered he declared the book to be a

box ; and, secondly, when the paper was removed, there

was, to say the least, no imjwssibilitj/ of seeing the con-

tents in the natural way.

b. A slip of folded paper was given hini. He ex-

amin-'d it most closely, putting it to his chest, moutli.

Sec, and seemed to me cautiously looking for an oppor-

tunity of unfolding it, as he turned it over and over, and

partially opened it, more than once. My eye was, liow-

ever, so constantly fixed on his proceedings, that he

could not open it unseen, and he did not open it. After

an infuiite deal of manoeu\Ting, and asking many ques-

tions of the lady wlio gave it Iiim, as if desu-ous of ob-

taining some help from lier answers, he resigned it, and

fairly said he coidd }iot read.

c. Another paper (or it miglil, be the same) lie pro-
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ceeded with in the same way, now often stating, in-

quii-ingly, the number of letters (which constantly

varied, lie sonietimes saying six, eight, four, and so on).

At last he said it was vciy difficidt, because ii wm
folded on itself {plie sur lui-mcme). He returned it to

tlie lady that it might be unfolded. I M'cnt and saw it

opened by the lady ; it was not in tlie least folded. It

was a boldly written word, either " Londres " or

"Ayigleterre" I forget wliich.

d. One of these packets, while manipulating (I now
recoUect it was the one I saw opened by the lady), he

pricked through with a pin, saying " he pricked the dot

oftliei," and then "the i itself." When opened, the

word contained no i !

e. A lady (evidently a strong bcUever, and very

friendly to Alexis) put lierself iam;;;^o?'Avath him, and pro-

duced a large box Uke an overgrown card-case, or a case

for holding a small prayer-book (opening like a card-case

in the middle.) He took it in his hands and felt it, and

turned it about. He was asked what it contained ; he

said, after a brief pause, sometliiug gilded {dore,) and

then said, a watch {montre,) and added, tliat " what was

cm-ious, the glass was broken." The lady was sm-priscd

at this, and said it was not broken when she gave it liim.

On opening the box by drawing olf the top, sure enough

tliere was a watch on one side, icith the glass next the

outside, and the glass was broken ! Nothing eoidd be

clearer than that he might have broken the glass

through the yielding case, or felt the broken glass, or

hcai-d or felt the watch tick (if it was going, which I
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cauuot assert,) and thus come at once to know tliat it

Avas a watch, ;uid a watch M^ith a broken glass! I believe

this was the fact; but, at any rate, it must be admitted

that such a clear-seeing- as this niight have been accom-

plished by anybody, and therefore the es.perimeut goes

for nothing.

/ I had taken half a dozen boxes, and folded papers

and sealed envelopes, each eontaiuiug a French word, so

^Tapped up as that it was inqwusible to see into them

with ordinary eyes. These lay on the table all the time,

and I had repeatedly pressed on M. Mareillet to let him

tiT one of them. But some excuse was always made.

Meantime, a gentleman came foi-ward with his two hands

closed, and requested to be informed what they con-

tained. Alexis took the liauds, turned them round, and /
mw him distiiidli/ separate them a little, so that he miyht

have seen what they contained, at least the colour of

it. He first said it is a mall thing. The gentleman

said, of course, or it eoidd not be contained within' the

hands. Alexis then said, it is of a reddish or darkish

colour, " and ifbroken {casse,) lohite inside." After a long

time, and trying very hard by leacUng questions, to find

out something about it, he said it contained writing or

printing (I forget which;) that there was a large word
with five letters in the centre, and some arrangement of
liim which I now forget. After a long time the hands

were 0[)ened, and were found to contain a small morocco

pocket-book, Avhich was certainly reddish outside, and

had some white ])ai)er and some printed or engraved cards

iu-sidc. At this time I forget what was on the cards, but
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I am certam that the "chief" word of five letters was
not there, and the lines were not an-augcd as Alexis had

said. Tliis experiment I regard as also a failure in every

respect, except that there teas sometliing white inside.

The red colour outside might have been seen ; the white

was POSSIBLY a guess ; at any rate, the other mistakes

committed are sufficient to neutralise this small success,

to say the least of it. I therefore maintain that this ex-

periment proves notliing.

ff.
At length, after many attempts, I succeeded in

getting a lady (a friend of Alexis, and favoured by him)

to take one of my boxes, and put him to the test in my
own way. She was put en rapport with him, but he

would not attempt to read tlie word wi-itteu within upon

finding that she did not know what it was. She then

went to one side of the room to examine the word, and

I just arrived near her in time to see her take from the

box the word, aud look at it, surrounded by ntamj of the

company. This was done openly ; aud though I at once

felt that this circumstance was sufficient to vitiate the

cxpeiiment—as it was quitepossible, aud, indeed, extremely

probable, that some of Alexis'sfriends might see it whoUy

or partially, and make hun acquainted with it—I stiU

begged the lady to allow me to replace the word in

such a manner that it could not easily be seen even if

the top of the box (a small paper wafer-box) were re-

moved. Well, she returned to Alexis, and gave him the

box. He looked at it long, and at last said mquisitively,

" un. mot de cinq lettres " then seven, then eight, and at

last five again, adding, " I am now sui-c it is five." I



ALEXIS. 11

begged lier not to tell ; and partly succeeded, tliough it

was obvious she was desii-ous of helping Lim all she coidd.

At last, he said the word euds with the letters -ion, and

tried hai-d to get the lady to help him out vdi\\ the rest.

If I had not constantly interfered, I saw clearly that he

would hare bothered or bamboozled her out of them.

He then wrote on a paper -ion, then tried several pre-

fixes to suit, and at last seemed to settle on motion, or

some word like this, but one certainly enduig in -tion.

Two o'clock having now arrived, I was obliged to de-

part before the box was opened, but I was thoroughly

satisfied that some one of his friends had had a gUmpse of

my word (it was in larr/e print,) and had told this to hiin.

It was, however, a word not of five, or six, or eight let-

ters, but one of ten, viz. discussion.

The conductof Alexis, throughout, was altogether that of

a man who was plaj-ing a deceptive part, and looking in all

directions forhelp inhis efforts to succeed ia what was given

him to do. In all his attempts to read the words inclosed in

envelopes, he invariably made, in the first place, inqim-iug

guesses as to the word being in Miiting or print, and es-

pecially as to the niunber of letters ; and he and his fiiends

made unconcealed attempts to wheedle the party who
gave the word, into conceding something so as to help

him in solving the problem. " It is a word of five let-

ters—eh?" "Is it a word of sis.?—No—it is—, eh!"

and so on.

Zs ow it is certainly strange that if a man had the power

of seeing the word through its covers, he should need

sxicii aid, or that such aid coidd be of any use to hhn.
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How can the knowledge of tlio mmher of letters in ;i

word, or of the two or three first or last letters in a word,

help a man to sec the remainder ? Of coarse, however, it

may help luin to guess thciii.

When he took the folded papers in his hands, in his

various manipulations—placmgthem toliis stomach, &c.

—he was fi-equcntly seen to unfold the edge sliglitly,

just as if he wished to unfold the paper completely ; and

I observed also that he frequently shaded his face with Ids

hand {as if meditating) in sucli wisem would have enabled

him to unfold such papers unperceived by persons at a small

distancefrom him, alfhough my close watching rendered

this impossible m the present case. I regard this as im-

portant, as it indicates liow deceit may liave been prac-

tised in other cases, and how apparent success may have

been achieved.

It was also evident, throughout the exhibition, thai

Alexis had several friends (I do not. call tliem confede-

rates— they afforded, in then- conduct, the strongest

gi-oimds for sus])icion tluit they were such,) who took an

active part in trying to lielp him in his chfficultics.

Among other maurouvi-es, re])catcd attempts were made

to get the spectators (and myself especially) removed

from the table, luider the plea that ladies could not sec,

&c. A French woman—evidently one of the party

—

wished me to give one of my boxes to her, begging me at

the same time to leave the room, as my presence as an

unbeliever was hostile to the powers of Alexis, and that

then she would get him to read the word it contained.

Of course, had I complied, there was notlu)ig to prevent
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her from opening tlie box and naming tlic word to ihc

performer. Tliese, and other things of Ike same com-

plexion, are not merely suspicious, but show that, what-

ever the results might be, they coidd not be established

on, or derived from, piu'e imquestionablc evidence.

From the whole of the exhibition the following conclu-

sions urast be admitted:—
1. That the whole aPfaii' bore the complexion of

triekeiy, or, at all events, that it wanted eutii'cly the pre-

cision requisite in scientific inquiries.

2. That the total amount of positive failures and posi-

tive blunders greatly exceeds that of performances having

even a colour or slight degree of success.

3. That the failiu-es occurred in cases where the eir.

cmnstances were such as to exclude collusion and the ex-

ercise of ordinary vision.

i. That aU the instances of success occiu'red where cir-

cumstances allowed of collusion or ordinary \'isiou.

5. That ui all of the cases of success, such collusion or

vision was either proved or rendered extremely probable.

6. That there was not one suigle uneqiuvocal example

of what is called clairnoijance.

7. That, consequently, tliis cxliibition not only affords

not one tittle of evidence in favoiu" of the existence of

this faculty in the mau Alexis, but presents extremely

strong grounds for behoving that the pretended power iu

him is feigned, and that he is consequently an impostor.

From what I witnessed at tliis exhibition, and at an-

2
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other where it was pretended that the so-called somnam-

bulist exhibited the faculty of having the plirciiological

organs excited individually by mesmerism, I am much

more satisfied than I used to be ui regard to the probal)lc

causes of the extensive bcHef in the wonders of mes-

merism. On both these occasions it was clear that many

of the spectators were either totally unacquainted with

the laws of evidence, or that their enthusiastic tempera-

ment, or jirevious convictions or prejudices, rendered

them, for the time, incapable of appreciatmg, or of being

guided by, such laws. They admitted as positive facts

what appeared to calm, unprejudiced observers, not only

not facts, but the merest assumptions, unsupported by a

tittle of the kind of evidence required ui scientific inves-

tigations. It was also evident that there was among such

persons an endeavoui" to help the exliibitor to get at the

results proposed, and an eagerness to believe everything

without question, and with a proneness of faith imjusti-

fiable and therefore never admitted in mquiries of a

scientific character. A further source of fallacy existed

in the circimistances in wliich the great majority of the

spectators were placed, viz., the utter unpossibility, owing

to their distance from the scene of action, of their seeing

exactly what took place, so as to enable them to guard

against the possibility of mistakes, misstatements, or col-

lusion. These circumstances, taken in combination with

the iiatiu-al tendency of the human mind to believe rather

than to be sceptical, and with the proneness of mankmd

in general to recollect successfid wonders (especially in

the way of guessing, di\aning, or prophcsyuig) rather than
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failiu-es, may, as I hare said, help to explain tlie ^vide-

spread belief iu mesmerismj cveu if mesmerism should be

false.

Iu coucludiug these himied notes, I thiiilc it right to

state that even uow I ouly avow myself a sceptic or

doubter—not an utter disbeliever—as to mesmerism. I

am stiU open to conviction, when such evidence of its

tnith is afforded me as is deemed necessary in any other

scientific inquiries. The things I have myself seen, most

assiu-edly increase verj materially the doubts I before en-

tertained; stUl I do not regard them as suJfieient to

prove the utter falseness of mesmerism
;
they prove no-

thing more than their utter insuiSciency to prove its

truth. Even the positive proof of trickery and collusion

on the part of its professors, hoAvcver, would afford no

sound reason for declaring it to be false. Like medicine,

or any other branch of natural science, it ;nay be true,

although it be professed and practised by charlatans,

cheats, and rogues. Give me the same kind of proofs

of clainoyance that I have of other scientific truths, and

I will believe it.
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Second Exhibition.

Tliis was what was called a private sitting, being held

(July 19tli) at the house of the pliysiciau wlio now reports

it, (Dr. Forbes,) and who reported the former. On tliis

occasion, M. MarcUlet, of course, received Lis usual fee

of five guineas for the performance. The company con-

sisted in all of not less than twenty. All present were

medical gentlemen, except five, two of the five being of

the respective ages of fifteen and sixteen.*

It bciiig well known that the mesmerisers arc in the

habit of attributing failm-cs, wiien they occui-, to the un-

courteous or hostile biterfcrcnce of the disbeUevers, it

was predetermined that on the present occasion MM.
MarciUct and Alexis should not only have every courtesy

showu them, but should not be interfered with in any

way, except in so far as was absolutely necessary to en-

sui-e anything like accui-acy in observing the proceedings.

And this determination was rigicUy acted on throughout

;

M. MarciUct being given distinctly to understand that he

was to foUow liis own plans, the company being simply

spectators, unless called on by M. Mai-eUlet liimself to

* It is a minute and not very important circumstance, yet one

wortli mentioning, as siiowinf; as well on what small matters tiicse

exliibitors glorify tliemselvus, as how their asseverations require

being chcclied by calmer observation, that on this occasion M.

Marcillet boasted not a little of the wonderful perspicacity of Alexis,

in finding out, and telling him (M. Marcillet,) that all the party

were medical men (mtdeetjw) except two.
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assist hiin or Ids -ward. One of the company agTced to

tai:e notes of tlie proceedings in short-hand. This gentle-

man placed liimself in a corner of the room at some dis-

tiuice from Alexis, in order that he might not attract the

attention of the latter. I thought he remained unnoticed,

but it vras afterwards found that he was noticed by M.
MarciUet, and his presence was lu-ged as a giievauce by

M. Marcillet, 6ul not until after the occurrence of many

failures. It is most certain that the process of note-

taking was conducted with the greatest calmness and re-

serve, so as to be imnoticed by almost every one in the

room. This precaution was pm'posely taken ia order to

avoid giving offence to M. Marcillet, or interfering in any

way with the proceedings of Alexis. It was arranged

that, during certain of the experiments, the miuutia; of

wliich the short-hand writer could not distinctly see, an-

other of the company should quietly communicate the

facts to him.

About nine o'clock M. MarcHlet proceeded to mag-

netise Alexis by sitting down before liim, and steadfastly

staring at his countenance. In the course of five minutes,

or less, Alexis began to yawn and stretch, and immech-

ately aftenvards appeared to fall asleep. After a few

further manoeuvres M. MarcOlet considered him in a

proper condition for action. He had previously prepared

the apparatus for bandaging the eyes, but when this

operation was going to be set about, Alexis declared his

intention not to be bandaged. This was, of course, im-

irnmediately complied with, without any reason being

asked or given.

2§
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I.

On Alexis proposing to play cards, a new pack was

laid ou the tabic, and a gcutlemau of the comi)auy selected

to play mth him, as being kuown to Alexis, and con-

sidered by liim and M. Marcillet as favorable at least to

mesmerism, if not a full believer in it. The game was to

be ecarte.

a. Alexis took the pack, threw out the siiperfluoua

cards, and the game proceeded in the usual manner

—

the

cards being dealt in the ustial manner, sometimes by Alexis,

andplayed icith their faces uimards.

b. After a hand or two this played, Alexis proposed to

continue the game with a partition, or screen, placed be-

tween him and his i)artner. The screen used was a music-

book (eleven inches high by fourteen wide) supported at

the back by a small round sofa-cushion. Several hands

were thus played, Alexis playing his cards down on his

own side of the partition, or handing them over it, or

round the end of it, and his partner laying his cards down

on Ids side of the partition. Although the screen was

too low to prevent all possibility of vision, except M^hen

the cards of his adversary were kc])t very close to the

cushion (which was on the adversary's side,) and alt liough

they were not always kept thus close, still, as it cannot

be proved that Alexis did see any of his opponent's cards^

little or no stress is laid ou this circumstance; the fact is

merely mentioned historically, and as a hmt for future

experimenters.

The following is the account of this part of the per-
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formance from the notes of the gentleman who took them

at the time

:

" Fii-st game. Alexis made a mistake ia coimnenciag

the fii-st hand, by dcsu-iug his opponent to play a spade,

and he stated that his opponent had four trumps ia his

hand -when he had 7iot one. In the second hand, Alexis

said that his opponent had the ten, which he had not ; but

he stated also that he had two trumps, which was correct;

and also that he had the seven, which again was correct.

In the thii'd hand he was again mistaken ia regard to the

trump card, which he said was a diamond, when it was a

spade; but although hewas wrong ia regard to the trumps,

the cai-ds afterwards feU as he had previously said they

would faU. In the next hand he said the timnp turned

up was a heart, when it was a spade. He then asked for

Jive cards, when he only required three. In the next hand

Alexis was correct in his statements four times, but was

wrong in three.

" Secondgame. In commencing the next game, Alexis

was mistaken ia the trump, and also ia the number of

cards wanted
;
and, on the whole hand, he was twice cor-

rect and twice in, error. In the second hand the cards

were played with tJieirfaces downwards, when Alexis was

again mistaken in the trump. In the third hand he was

mistaken in the number of cards scanted, and he stated he

had played a red card when he had played a hlack one.

He now threw up his hand on the supposition that his

opponent had the best cards, when, in fact, he himself
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had the means of wimiing the game, having the odd trick

in liis own hand."

Giving my ovra general imjiression of the results of the

card-playiug and cai'd-seeing, I should say that there was

very partial success, and a vast number of failui-es. The

somnambulist sometimes played tolerably well; some-

times he named the number of cards wanted accurately

;

sometimes he was right as to trumps ; but ia all these re-

spects he was much oftener wi'oug than right. In giving

the names of cards placed behind the screen, he over and

over again not only mistook clubs for spades, and heai-ts

for diamonds, but he mistook the cards of different

colours, and oven the coui-t and plain cards of different

colours, one for another. He sometimes fancied his op-

ponent had a very good hand when he had a bad one, and

vice versa. lie sometimes followed suit, and sometimes

he did not. In a w^ord, his performance seemed decidedly

better than might have been expected of a blind man, yet

far short of what we had a right to expect from one who

professes to sec through opake bodies. Indeed, his

guesses as to the cards tui-ned up behind the screen were

hardly more prosperous than mere random guesses might

be expected to be, when we consider that there M^as only

thi-ce to one agaiust any one nauung the right coloiu-, and

not a very vast odds (I do not know how many) agaiust

naming the right card, as all the small cards up to the

sevens inclusive are thrown out of the pack.
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II.

L'pou tlu-oiraig iqo Ms cards, Alexis remaiuecl for

some time iu Ms cliair, -mtli M. Marcillct seated by Ms

side, eucovu-agiiig and condoling with him, while the com-

jiauv were seated or standing round the room, conversing

quietly together, not at aU. iuterfering with the proceed-

ings of the performers, and carefullykeepmg theii' opimons

as to the past proceeding from the ears of MM. MarcHlet

and Alexis. After a considerable time we were informed

that Alexis was prepared to exercise Ms faculty of clair-

vo>/ance by reading certam words, or sentences, tJirough

the pages of a book, or throngh several folds of clean

paper, placed on an opened page. The latter being pro-

posed by M. ]\IarcLllet himself, tM'ee sheets of wiiting-

paper were placed open (that is, tMee leaves) across the

two pages of a small book, opened about the middle.

The book was opened at random by myself, and the

paper placed on the pages, without their being seen by

Alexis or myself. The book Avas a small duodecmio, in

French (Dr.De Caxvo'sAlmanach cle Caiisbad), wMch I feel

a.ssurcd was not seen previously m the house by Alexis.*

a. After poring for a considerable time over the wMte
jiapcr spread on the book, with his hand pressMg it ia

different parts, and his face pretty closely approximated

to it, like a short-sighted person, he fixed on a point

* Even this, however, was possible, as this book was lying on a
table, in the back drawing-room, in which Alexis remained a short
time by himjclf, previously to being magnetised.



22 MESMERISM.

about the centi'e of the right-hand page, and spoke the

words " de France," hidicating the spot bcncatli wliich

tliese words, he said, lay. 1 was particular in making

liim indicate the exact spot, and I also made him say

whether or not the words (which he also wrote on the

paper) were on the page immediately below the super-

imposed writing-paper. He said they were on this page ;

and that both he and M. Marcillet expected to find them

there appeared evident to me, from the obvious conceni

expressed by them when the paper was removed. The

page (p. 77 of the book) immediately beneath the sheets

of paper, was two tliii'ds hlanh, there being only seven

Hnes of print at the top of it ; and on the exact spot

which Alexis fixed on, there was a small black bne, or

mark, such as priutcrs arc accustomed to place at the end

of a chapter,—which this was.

Although I regarded this as a complete faihu-e, and it

seemed at fii'st to be so considered by MM. MarcUlet and

Alexis, they immediately sliifted their ground, and said

it sufficed if the words were found anywhere opposite to

the indicated spot. They were, according to our plan,

huinom-cd in this, and search was made for the words in

question. After tiu'uiug over some leaves, and the exact

words not being found, the perfonners at length seized

on the word " sovffrance," which was found on the leaf

next to the blank one (p. 79), in the third Une below the

level of tlie spot fixed on by Alexis, and about half an

inch to one side of it.

I cannot say how many pages were turned over in

searching for the clear-seen words, but we certainly did
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timi ovei- several, both at this time and on tlie occasion

of the next experiment; and it is to be remembered, that

wlule Alexis and myself M'ere doing so (or rather wliile

' he -was doing so, and I was trying what I coidd, mthout

. sivina: offence, to prevent liim), M. Maredlct was stand-

ing over us and, without restriction, eagerly examining

the pages also. These facts, of course, utterly vitiate the

succeediug experiments on the same book, as there was

a 2>ossihUifi/, at least, of JIIVI. Mareillet and Alexis seeing

'Words in other pages; and it will hardly be denied that

t there was an extreme probaMliti/ that they did so. How-

ever, on the principle of letting the experimenters have

then- own way, under our close observation, we pro-

ceeded to further trials on the same book.

b. The paper was again placed by me on the book opened

at random. It happened to be at page 98. On this oc-

casion Alexis did not fix on words, but selected a point

at the upper left-hand comer of the page, and said the

page began ^vith an alinea (a new paragi'aph, where the

print was set in to the extent of a couple of letters). He
distinctly said tlie page began with this albiea, and I

marked the spot on and through the paper by strong

pressure with my nail. On removing the sheet of paper

it was found that the page did not begin with an aliuea,

and that the spot indicated by Alexis was altogether above

the commencement of the print. There was, however,

an ahnea, or new paragraph, commencmg with the third

line of the page, and this was immediately seized on by

MM. MareiUet and Alexis, as the thing seen and indi-

cated. It was denied by MM. Mareillet and Alexis that
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Alexis had said the alinea began the page, and the exist-

ing aliaea was considered by them as sufficiently near the

spot marked to make tlic experiment successful ! It is

to be remarked that the pages of tliis book only contained

twenty-two lines, and the paragraphs were very numerous

throughout. In the veiy page in question there were

two other paragi-aphs. Of course it was perfectly easy

for Alexis to observe, dui'ing the seai'ch for the words in

the former experunent, this disposition of the print.

c. The paper was once more placed fiu-ther on (p. 133),

and after a short time Alexis announced that he saw a

certain word, which he was requested to wiitc down ex-

actly over the spot where it was to be foimd. He did so

writmg the word (which, like the words " de France,"

stiU remains on the paper) " Miilburn" with a diaeresis

over the u.

On this occasion I do not think it was stated by Alexis

that the word was cei-tainly to be found on the page im-

mediately below the paper, and consequently m'c allowed

him to turn over the pages and look for it. After some

time, neither he nor I being able to find the word, and it

being regarded by me as of no real moment, eveu if it was

found (the experunent beiug vitiated by the previous leaf-

turning), I shut the book, wisliing that we should pro-

ceed to some other experiment.* Seeing that there was

disappointment and some dissatisfaction expressed byM •

Marcillet at my conduct, I said, " I have no doubt the

• I mention this particularly, because, at a subsequent part of the

evening, M. Marcillet chose to be extremely wroth on .iccount of

this action of shutting the book before the word was found.
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word is in the book," tbiuking this almost certain, as the

book was on the Waters of Carlsbad. Accordingly, I

gave the book np into their own hands, and after a con-

siderable search not this word exactly, but one very like

it, and one which, under ordinary cii'curastauccs, would

be admitted to be the same, only misspelt—was foimd

—

viz., " MiiMbrimn" in pag-e 165 ; that is, thii'ty-pag'cs be-

yond the page on wliich the sheets of paper were placed !

The word was )iear the spot indicated as its site by M.

Alexis, but not this spot exactly ; it was in the second

line above and a little to the right of it. The words on

this page, unmediately opposite the spot selected by M.

Alexis, were " a-dire de" and it is to be recollected that

there was a series of, at least, sixty-four words, superim-

posed on each other, between the sniface to which \'ision

was directed and this page. It is certainly cimous that

some one of these sixty-four words was not selected in

preference.

Thus ended the trials with books. A period of repose

succeeded, during which ]\IjM. MarcUlet and Alexis

seemed to be mutually comforting and consoling each

other, under what, even by then- own showing, was by no

means triumphant success. Meanwhile I prepared what

I regarded as the only real experiment, the ex'permentum

mtcu, viz., the reading or diAoning of words inclosed in

opake covers, respecting which there could be no collu-

sion and no delusion.

3
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III.

I laid on the table five packets, mfonning IkOf.

Marcillet and Alexis that each contained a Trench word.

Foui" of tliese words were in largisli priut, and one wvii-

ten in good-sized letters. Thi-ee of the envelopes con-

sisted of several folds from two to six—of fine wiiting-

pa])er, one being gummed and scaled, the otlicrs merely

carefully folded so that they could not be unfolded with-

out tliis being obsei-ved. No one but myself was aware

of the contents of these packets, and each was marked <

exteriorly witli a cipher corresponding with a card in my
pocket-book, indicating the word contained in each.

Alexis selected one of the vmsealed and tliinnest enve-

lopes, and set himself, wdth great apparent earnestness,

and without any seeming discontent or distrust, to divine

its contents. It contained the word " Fia," written in a

large bold hand, on a piece of card. As iaclosed in tlie

envelope, the card was covered by only two thiclaiesses

of paper (a fine wove post). Profoimd silence was pre-

served in the room, and no one was close to Alexis's chair

but M. MarciUet and myself. His proceedings were

—

to look intently at the paper for a considerable time in

different aspects, pressing it and timiing it about in his

hands, pressing it occasionally to bis In-east, forehead,

and lips ; but stiU seeming to depend mainly on his eyes
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for tlic accoraplishuieut of the difficult feat. After a con-

siderable time he said the word contained iu the euvelojic

Wtis imnted. No assent or dissent being expressed, Jiftcr

another examination he said it was wtitten, and that he

was wi'oug iu saying it was printed. After another long

pause, he said the word consisted of .three letters. Still

silence and expectation ; and after a short time he de-

clared he could see nothbig, iiud threw down tlie paper.

Here the " sitting" ended, as far as Alexis was cou-

cemed, although he remaiaed a long time iii his so-called

somnambidic state, M. Marcillet sootlnug and comfortmg

liiui, and a niecUcal gentleman—a believer iu Alexis

—

doiug the same, and also attempting to excite the phre-

nological organs that might lead to a more cheerfid, con-

fident, and hopefid spiiit—but in vain ; Alexis refused to

attempt anything more that evening.

Although the same uniform caUn, cautious, and eoiu'-

teous behaviour towards MM. Marcillet and Alexis was

stiU preserved Ijy the company, M. MareUlet several times

started up in great excitement, denoimeing oiu" proceed-

ings, proclaiming the powers of his protege, &c. The

general impression produced by his conduct was, tliat he

was desii'ous of provoking some retaliation, so that he

rniglit have to allege some stronger ground than he pos-

sessed for the failure of Alexis. If this was his object, it

was entirely baulked by the calm behaviour of all present.

The conclusions di-awii from the rcsidts of the previous

exhibition seem equallydeducible from those now detailed.

Alexis utterly failed, now as then, to show, unequivocally.
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that power whicli has been called clairvoyance. In se-

veral cases, both on the present and former occasions, his

guesses (if such they were), even when not correct, came

curiously near the truth, —as, for iustance, when he named

the exact number of letters in the word in the envelope.*

The failures and blunders, however, were so egregious,

and so unaccountable, on the hypothesis of the existence

of a thorotigh-seeing faculty, that they must stagger the

most credulous when fairly examined. Still, as was ob-

served on the former occasion, the results being only nega-

tive, prove nothing more than that nothing was proved.

It only remains for the mesmerists to adduce one or two

positive unequivocal proofs, to put aside all our negative

ones. Such proof, however, is, I beUeve, yet to be ex-

hibited ; and until it is exhibited unequivocally,—that is,

with similar guards and precautions as the failiu-es now

recorded took place under,—I, for one, must still remain

a doubter at the very least.

Many important remarks on the strange conduct of the

mesmcrisers, as professors of what ought to be a matter

of science, are suggested by the pi-eccding naixativcs, and

by the proceedings generally. I wiU here only briefly re-

• I have now (1045,) not the slightest doubt, after the occurrence

of circumstances which will be detailed in a subsequent page, (See

in Second Sbiiies, p 5,3, the divination of the word " Toulun" by

Adolphe.) tliat Alexis did see, by ordinary vision, through the folds

of paper, the three letters in the word vin, although he was unable

to name them positively. I am now surprised that he failed to

name this word or some of the others in my papers. I was not

then fully aware of the insufficiency of a few folds of white paper to

exclude ordinary vision in certain lights.
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fer to one point

—

their inconsideHey with one auothei',

and with themselves at cUtl'ercnt times. At the Tu-st ex-

liibitiou, it was declared essential to the reading of tlic

wonl ui the box, that the person giv ing the box shoidd

know the word. At the second, this was said by M.

Marcdlet to be lumecessaiy. And, indeed, the very

practice of Alexis himscK, at the first exhibition, proved

that he considered tliis knowledge on the part of the pro-

poiuider to be unnecessary ; the reading of words in, the

Ijook through a nmnber of pages being, in fact, the very

same thing as reading them thi'ongh an envelope. Tlie

alleged necessity, however, of liaraig the word knoAVU by

the propounder, obviously supphcd one adtUtional means

of knowing it through channels common to all ; wlule the

manoeuvre of readins' the book fuiiiished the most facile

and ready help to successful uuposition. Again, it is

maintained by some professors that the sonuiambulist

while wide awake, as far as hearing is concerned, to the

mesmeriser,is totally deaf and Ijlind to impressions coming

from others—imless demesmerised in any imrticular sense

for the nonce. There was notlung of this sort in Alexis

;

he did not hesitate to confer Avith and understand every-

body who chose to address him in relation {en rapport) or

out of relation, believer or infidel.

It has been thought necessary, on this and the fornier

occasion, to be very minute and circumstantial in detail-

ing tlie experiments, as it is only in tliis mamrer that a

just judgment can be fonned by any reader, of the positive

3§
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value of such experiments. Almost all the published

records of mesmeric wonders, and all those I ever heard

narrated, are utterly valueless, from being defective ia ex-

act and minute details. If the proceedings of Alexis and a

few more of the so-caUed cleaii-seers, were followed up

for a certain time, in the close manner adopted on these

two occasions, we should speedily come to positive con-

clusions respecting the tmth or falsehood of these most

wonderful wonders.
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Having heard much of the feats of Adolphc, whicli

were said by some to outdo even those of his brother

-\Jexis, and having leamt that Dr. Elliotsou considered

l iim a genuine somnambidist, I was once more induced to

renew my search for clairvoyance, uotwithstauding the

inauspicious residts of my former attempts. In setting

about this second trial, as in my previous examinations,

I determined to give the mesmerists no just grounds of

complaiat agaiust me, while I took the ordinary precau-

tions against being imposed on by imperfect or false evi-

dence. I resolved to interfere in no way with the course

of their proceedings, contenting myself with being a sim-

ple observer of what was passing, or, at any rate, no fur-

ther an actor in the scene than was in accordance with

the wishes, or, at least, with the full sanction of the di-

recting mesmcriser. And it is but justice to Mr. Vernon

to state, tliat while expressing liis fidl satisfaction with

the course 1 and my friends took at these sittuigs, he in-

terposed no obstructions in the way of our proceedings,
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and afforded us no grounds for believing that tlierc existed

any unfair collusion between liiin and the subjects of his

mesmeric manipidati(ms. He certainly seemed desirous

that we should ascertaiu the truth
;
although, if he still

beHeves in the good faith of his Lady-pei-former, after

what he witnessed along with me, he must be much more

credulous than becomes a plidosophical inquirer.

In laying the residts of these new trials before the

reader, I shall, iu the lirst place give a simple narrative of

the whole pi'oeecdiugs, without comment ; I shall then

ajipend such special remarks as are caUcd for hj the cases,

and conclude with such inierences as seem to flow natu-

rally from the premises.

In all the examinations, except those of IViiidein von

Gouneni, I w;is most kindly assisted by my friends. AIi-.

Urewry Ottley was present at every meeting ; Professor

Sharpey at every meetuig but one ; Professor lleid. Dr.

Carpenter, Ur. Risdou Bennett, Dr. Wigan, Mr. Noble,

Mr. Newport, Mr. Spenser Wells, were each present at

one sitting.

I. Adolphe.

Tkial a (Adolpue).—At Mr. Femon's, Bulce Street,

May 13, 1845.

About a dozen persons were assembled. Previously

to Adol]ihc's apjiearance, a ]ioor woman, said to be lal)our-

ing under cancer, wtis n)esmoriscd, and speedily fell into

appai-cnt sleep. She was left in this state during tlu^

rest of the sit tuig.
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Then a young girl was inti-oduced, mesmerised, and

put tlu'ough the popular performances of traction, and

exliibitiug the excitement of the phrenological organs

(phi-eno-mesmerism). This performance was so mai-vel-

loiisly perfect, so monstrously demonstrative of the tmth

of the two sciences (phi-enology and mesmerism), that it

was impossible to euteriaia a moment's doubt that the

whole thing was a piece of sheer impostiu-e, unworthy

of detail.

Adolphe was then introduced, mesmerised and ban-

daged (apparently with care) by Mr. Ottley, and then set

to play ecarte. This he did wonderfully Avell for a man
who did not see—rather badly for a man who did. He
also, while bandaged, told the names of cards on having

them presented to him—sometimes wi'oug, often right

:

and on visiting cards, he sometimes read the piinted

names partly or whoUy.

After a little time, the bandages were removed, and

Adolphe proposed to clear-see in the undoubted sense, i. e.

by seeing through opake bodies. Several scaled packets

were placed by me into liis hands
;
but, after a time, he

announced that he had not the power of vision, and cUd

not declare the eontcuts of any. A gentleman (who had

played at ecarte Mitli him) then placed a folded paper (not

many tunes folded, and not sealed) in his hands. This

lie twisted about, looked earnestly at, placed to his chest

mouth, &c., and then, though stUl declaring he could not

see, began to announce, by fits and starts, and with great

seeming carelessness, some of the letters of the word
inclosed. He first said the word contaiucd two L's {11),
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tlieu the letters " shall," then " marshall, or sometliing

like it." I watched the paper while in his hands, and saw

that he did not unfold it. The paper was then opened,

and was found to have witten on it the word " Man-

challa."

Trial B (Adolphe).—At Br. Forbeis,

May 16, 1845.

On this occasion there were twelve or fifteen persons

present. Adolphe was tlu-owai into the mesmeric sleep

(so called) in a minute or two by the fixed gaze of Mr.

Vernon. Soon after, his eyes were closely bandaged with

pads of cotton wool and three sOk handkerchiefs, by jSIr.

Ottlcy, and appai*ently very efl'ectually. So)ne playing-

cards were then put into his hands, given to Mx. Vcraou

by myself. Adolphe twisted them about, and felt them

rapidly with his fingers—still keeping tlicm watliin the

sphere of ordinary vision. Some of the cards he named

accurately, some inaccm-atcly, but still approximating the

truth : others he entirely nustook. He was then (still

bandaged) set to play ecju-te. He jjlayed much more ac-

cui-ately than it seemed possible for a bhud man to play

—

making, however, frequent gross mistakes. He, as well

as Mr. Vernon, was evidently dissatisfied with liis perfor-

mance, and h(! was therefore dcnmmcnsed, and taken for

a short time into the other room (divided by folding doors,

open), and again mesmerised there. He was tlien brought

back into the room where the company was, and once
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' lirouffli, and vdth more decided sncccss, llie niistakes

lioing fewer, and the liits stronger. Afler a short hand

ll
at ecarte, Mi-. Vemon proposed that ho (still bandaged,)

should read a hook and the Lancet journal, which liap-

penedto be on a table near, was placed before bini, ^^^ill

the title-page uppei-most. He placed liis hands rapidly

over the large title, and looked at it earnestly in the al-

titude of one readhig, and then spelt the words accurately,

" The Lancet." He tnnied over a few pages rapidly un-

til ho came to the leading article of the joui-ual, and agaiu

read the large title, " The Lancet."

Adolphe ha^-ing thus succeeded m playing tolerably well,

and haviug been (purposely) lauded by tliose \A'ho stood

near for his complete success in reading the Uvo words

mentioned ("The Lancet"), Mr. V. then thought him

in a fair state for exliibitiug his powers of positive clair-

voyance, and accordingly some dozen articles were placed

before him, all earefuUy prepared, and all thorouglily en-

closing printed words (French), so that it was wqwssihle

for ordinary vision to reach these. They consisted of

small wooden boxes, common blank envelopes (one within

anotlier, like nests of boxes), and papers folded on them-

selves, so as to present some half dozen tliickncsses of

paper over the words, all sealed or gummed. Adolphe

took up some of these, and handled and twisted them

about, placing them to his breast and mouth, but almost

immediately declared that he could not see; and notwith-

standing the great apparent (assumed) sympathy, and po-

sitive kindness and encoui-agemcnt lie received from ;dl
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arouud him, he did not even proceed so far as to make a

guess. Mr. Vernon, while admitting the failure, admit-

ted also that Adoli)he had liad perfectly fair play, and

that lie had no obvious means of accoimting for his

failure.

Triax C (Adolphe).— Mr. Oltle/s,

May 19, 1845.

Several of the same party that had met at Dr. Porbes's

again assembled, but fewer, there not being more than

six or eight present at any time. After the same pro-

ceedmg as on the former occasions, y\z. a fixed stare for

a moment or so, Adolphe, showdug first a seeming di'owsy

nid-nodiUng state, suddenly let liis head fall back rather

forcibly on the top of the back of the arm-chaii' in which

he was seated. He was bandaged by Mr. Ottley, as-

sisted by Dr. Sharpey, and greater cai"e was taken ui

doing so (according to previous arrangement), especially

by bringing the cotton on to the nose, and low doAvn by

the side of the nose. The tlu'ce bandages were also very

carefully applied, so that we had all strong groimds for

believing that it was hardly possible for Adolphe to see

in the natui'al manner. Cards were then taken to liim

by Ml". Vernon, and afterwards by others, but he de-

clared he could see uotliing; and, not\\athstandingalIthe

j
coaxing, &c., after many attempts he still could see no-

tliing. After a time he was demesmerised, and having

I-



ADOLPIIE. 37

been aIlo\ved to rest some timCj he was rcbandaged ex-

actly as before, and with the same result preeisely, i. e.

with total iacapacity to see anything brought to him.

After the bandages were removed, we wished Mm to see

with his eyes what was in the room, but he kept lus lids

partially closed, and declared he could see nothing. With

Mr. Vernon's consent, I opened the lid of one eye witli

my fingers, but still he declared he could see notliing.

He was again demesmcrised, and it was then con-

certed among us that he shoidd be purposely bandaged

badly, iu order to shew us if he should then have better

clairvoyance. But any further proceedings were ob-

jected to by Mr. Vernon, and were not m-ged by us.

Trial D (Adolphe).—At Mr. Vernon^s.

May 24, 1845.

At the meeting at Mr. Ottley's, on the 19th, on the

lailurc of Adolphe it was proposed by Mr. Vernon that

we should meet at his house on Saturday, the 24th, at

ilf-past two, and we were in\ated to bring with us the

•Jed packets which v/cre taken to Mi'. Ottley's, but not

^ed.

On repairing to Duke street at the time appointed, we
foimd the room almost filled with persons to witness the

: "rformancc, and that in place of being a private sitting,

we expected, it wjis a pubbc one. However we took

oiiT places near the seat of operation, ^vith Mr. Vernon's

iiction.

4
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Adolphe was now introduced, and was speedily stared

into the so-caJled sleep. A gentleman present (Dr. Wigan)

came forward, and bandaged Ids eyes badly—so, at least.

Dr. Sharpey, Dr. Ueid, and myself tkought — and 1 im-

mediately stated our opinion to Dr. W., warning him that

we would not allow any results to be genuine or vaUd de-

rived from the bandaging. Dr. W. however, considered

the bandaging to be at first effectual, but soon changed

liis mind on witnessing, as he affirmed, decided efforts

made by Adolphe (both by throwing the muscles of the

face into action, and by toucliiug the bandages repeat-

edly with his hands) to change the original adjustment of

the bandages.

However, so bandaged, and after the manoeu\Tes wit-

nessed by Dr. Wigau, he proceeded to play at his usual

game of ecarte with a gentleman said to be a good and

powerful mesmcriser (Mr. Thomson, I understood). A
few hands were played, and, I bcUeve, tolerably well, but

the cards were all thrown in the usual maimer, with their

faces upwards, and within the sphere of ordinary vision.

The bandages were then removed, and IMr. Vernon re-

quested the boxes, sealed envelopes, &c. to be produced,

and several of them were placed in the hands of Adolphe.

He passed them repeatedly, one after another, through

his liands, pressed them to Ids mouth, &e. but rejected

them all, one after another, declai-ing that he could not

see their contents. He, however, speedily gave the pre-

ference to a folded (but not thickly folded, and not scided

or gummed) paper, prepared on the spot by Dr. Wigan.

This he kept long in his hands, as if gazing intently on
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it, tlien pressed to liis moutli, nose, &c.,aud once or twice

\ eiT slightly imtbldcd it, but not sufficiently to expose

;ie contents. After a long and paini'id trial he gave up

t he attempt, notw"ithstanding Dr. Wigan encouraged him

V telling him the -wiitten words were common Frencli

ords used every day by Iiimself. The failiu'c was ad-

iiitted to be complete.

n.

—

Mr. Vernon's Lady-Somnamhidist.

On several occasions Mr. Vernon had told me of the

xti-aordiuary and great powers of tliis person, both as

J feats of simple claii'voyance, and as to her capacity of

iliagnosticating diseases. He named it as a peculiarity

f her clauToyance, that she could better read the words

^liat were enclosed in opalcc boxes than those wliich

were folded witliiu paper envelopes. He spoke of her

ijiLity to do this as a common and notorious fact that

ould not in any way be gainsayed ; and although he ex-

ressed himseK as never bemg certain that she would

see" on any given occasion, he spoke of her doing so at

')ur purposed trial with the utmost confidence, and evi-

dently looked foiTvard to her perfonnances as being

likely to make up for the failures of Adolphe.

Of her capacity to discover diseases he spoke more en-

thusiastically still, and over and over again expressed an

anxious desire that I shoidd biing a patient to her on

whom she might prove her diagnosticating powers.

This person, whose name I do not know, is apparently
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between 20 and 30 ; she is pallid, with good features, a

widow, and reports herself to have been cured of a severe

local disease by mesmerism.

Trial E (The Lady).— Mr. Vernon's,

May 24, 1845.

In order to meet the alleged peculiarity of this person's

power of claii'voyancc, I came prepared with, closed boxes.

She was speedilythrown into the so-called mesmeric sleep,

in wliich she lay while Mr. Vernon, standing by her side,

explained aloud to the company tlie peeuliai-ities of her

mesmeric manifestations as to rigidity, coma, &c. All

these she speedily exliibited, especially a fine theatrical

" extase" in the mode of an adoring Madoima, in which

Mr. Vernon compared her to Lord Shrewsbury's Estatical.

After these vaiious exhibitions had lasted a considerable

time, she was asked by Mi". Vernon if she would try to

read in the boxes. On her assenting, they were presented

to lier, viz., two small deal boxes, about three inches in

length and half an inch deep, each containing a single

pruited word ui large letters. The boxes were of tliin

materials, but closely fitted and sealed. A third box (if

it may be so called,) consisted of an old red morocco spec-

tacle-case, with the flap closed and sealed. This con-

tained tlie following words in print, large !md distinct,

and placed lengthwise in the case, " Consultation medico-

legale mr quelques signes." After examining them, she



THE LADY. 41

rejected the two wooden boxes, and took possession of

the spectacle case. This she pressed to her forehead, ou

the top of her head, &c., with apparent deep consideration

and thoiightfiduess. After a time, she snmmoued tlic

}icrson (myself) "uiio had placed the words in the box,

and who knew them, to her side. I went to her, and her

luuid and mine were grasped iu the mesmemer's hand,

while she continued to press the case ou her forehead,

aud to make (as it seemed) strenuous efforts to pierce the

mystery within. At length she began to guess at letters,

aud to question me in that style vidgarly called " piunp-

Lug." The icord, she said, had five letters, had it uot?

I said there icere five letters in the box, and more. After

a time she said the word contained seven letters ; then

-lie made many assertions 'as to individual letters and
• lieir sequences. These guesses were taken down by Dr.

lieid, aud were as follows :—

1. rive letters.

2. Seven letters altogether.

3. The word ends with an e.

4. There is an * in the word.

5. There is a c next to the e.

6. Two e's (e c) one at the end, one near the begiu-

iiing.

7. An i.

8. Thinks the word is " ^wewee"— at least it looks like

Hcience."

9. She sees clearly c, c, s, c ; is not quite siu-e of the n,

but sees two upright strokes.

All tins took up a long time, probably nearly an houi-.

4§
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The ease was then opened, and the words produced. Be-

fore this was done, however, she had said repeatedly tliat

if she failed now she would (in her mesmeric state) an-

nounce a day on which she woidd be able to read with

certainty ; and at last she announced the day to be the

21st of June. She pi-escribed the nature of the box that

was to be seen through, viz., a dark-coloured leather-

covered case, such as is used to contain jewellery and

small portraits ; and wished one word to be biclosed, not

too long, and that only a few friends should attend the

sitting along with myself.

Trial F (The Lady).—At Mr. Vernon's,

June 21st.

According to the appointment prophetically fixed at the

last sitting, I attended at the house No. 36, Manchester-

street, accompanied by a few friends, viz. Drs. Sharpey

and Risdon Beimett, Messrs. Ottley and Wells. After

some delay, the lady was thrown into the usual state, and,

having gone tlirough the various phases pre-announced by

Mr. Vernon, such as coma, rigidity, extasy, &c., she pro-

posed to read the contents of the boxes. Previously to

her doing so, however, Mi-. Venion let us know, inciden-

tally as it were, that success was not so certain on account

of some conditions as to previous mesmerising of the lady

by liimself on a certain day not having been strictly ful-

filled. But he did not seem to rest much on this cir-
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oinistance, aud the lady proceeded to lier task. Slic re-

quested the box to be given her which coutiiiiicd the

shortest word. This was accordiugly doue by myself,

who alone knew the contents of any of the boxes on the

table. The box given was one from which a small por-

ti-ait had been removed ; it was foiu- inches square, and

contained the smgle word " no," printed on wliite paper

in very bold letters, each an inch in length. After much

grasping and shuffling about the box, and pressing it long

on the forehead, she announced that the word was one of

iix letters ; and then, after long intervals, and in the

usual guessing, inquiiing
—"piunping"—style, announced

the letters first seen to be—tu'st then a, then s. She

was told upon repeatedly expressing a desire to know the

truth, that there was not an e in the word ; and, after a

considerable period, ha\Tng been told that her other

guesses were not more fortunate, she resigned the task

as far as regarded that box.

It was proposed that she should attempt another box,

(there were five in all on the table,) and after being taken

out of the room in the so-eaUed sleep-waking state for

some time, and brought back again and fi-eshly mesme-

rised, she attempted another box of the same kind, 3

inches by 2j in size. Tliis box contained the word " So-

fietif" printed in good large capitals on white paper.

After the usual manipulations, and long pressure of the

box on the forehead, and having had, at her request, my
tiand placed along with her own in the mesmerist's hands,

she at last "saV the following letters, announcing them
in the following order, but not asserting that this was
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their order in the box—e, r, s, a. The boxes were then

unsealed and opened in the presence of the persons as-

sembled, and the real letters and words exliibitcd.

Tbiai G (The Lady).— 21, ai Mr. Femon's {mm
evening as the Trial F.)

Mr. Vernon having repeatedly expressed his wishes

that I should bring a patient to this lady, to test her

fliagnostic powers, which he spoke of as almost infallible,

T took with me on this occasion a young man kuo'wu to

me for years, and with the state of whose health I was

well acquainted. He was, in fact, in very good health,

except that he had long laboui'ed under enormously

large varices of the veins of the legs. These were so

large that it would be very easy to detect them by pres-

sure tlirough the clothes, and, therefore, to guard

against tliis, he was requested to wear trousers and long

boots. The somuambuhst proceeded to feel the patient's

body all over, passing slightly over the lower extremities,

and resting chiefly on the chest and abdomen. After a

considerable time so occupied, she announced a variety

of affections and symptoms as constituting his malady,

such as a weakness of stomach, palpitation, breathless-

ncss, great irritation of nerves, &c. &c. Fearing that it

miglit be afterwards alleged that the varicose condition of

the veins was not a disease, I requested her to direct at-

tention to the surface of the body, telling iier distinctly,

without letting h»r know that he had no internal disease.
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i liat he had a local disease on the surface of his body. She,

however, made uo anuoiuicemeut of the actual afifection^

or of ixuy other disease of the siu-face. Upon being asked

by the mesmeiiser wJiat would cm-e the diseases she had

declared the patient to be suifering from, slic replied that

he (Mr. Vemon) knew what would do liini good—viz.,

i.esmerism. The young man, on being afterwards ques-

tioned by Mr. Venion as to his health, declared that he

had not had a headache, or been in any way imwell, for

years, except from his swelled legs.

in. Frmlein Von Gonnern.

In the spring of the present year (1845) advertisements

iippeared in the pubUe prmts, announcing the arrival of

I Ids lady in Loudon, and her intention to examine and pre-

scribe (mesmerically) for patients either at her own or at

the patients' houses; the fee to be paid being, in the former

case, three guineas, and in the latter six. In the same

advertisement some wonderful cui'es were announced as

performed by her, such as the cure of blindness, insanity,

&'c. Her brother, with whom she travelled, and who is

her mesmeriser, called on me, and expressed a strong de.

sire that I should visit liis sister, and witness her powers,

v. hich he described as infallible, both in the diagnosis and

treatment of diseases. On being assured that the sitting

-rhould bejjrivate, I waited on !Miss You Gonnem at her

Ifidgings. I found her to be an agreeable yoiuig damsel

of some twenty or twenty-five years of age. No one was
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present but her brother. He informed me that his sister

was possessed of the ordinary power of common clairvoy-

ance, and had fomerly exliibited some wonderful feats in

this line; but tliat, now, she prcfciTod exercising her

powers in a more useful manner, namely, in ascertaining

and curing diseases. He, however, olfered to mesmerise

her, and said that we must then be content with whatever

she chose to do, whether in the way of simple claiiToy-

auce, or otherwise.

Tmal H.—(Miss von G.)

Mr. Von Gonnem, in proceeding to mesmerise his sis-

ter, placed her in the recumbent postvu-e on a sofa. A
few passes threw her into the so-called mesmeric sleep.

After a short time, while still in the recmnbent postiu'c,

she began gesticulating with her arms, and pointing with

her Angers in a very remarkable mamier ; she then raised

herself from the sofa, and proceeded to execute a series

of most complex and elaborate, and, at the same time,

very graceful and imposing gesticulations, with her anus

often stretched out at fidl length, and then gi-acefiiUy re-

tracted, with the fingers expanded, and slowly brought

into contact with different parts of her own body, as if

mesmerising herself. After a time, she included my body

in the sphere of her maiupulatious, pointing to and touch-

ing, and grasping my head, chest, &c., in a very artistical

fashion. This done, she gradually and gracefully retreated

to the sofa, and then poui'ed forth her revelations in a
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continuous oratiou or discourse, \vdtL llie eyes closed.

Mid the liead waving Lu a veiy theatrical style. Although

I had not stated that I was at all out of health, and al-

though I am not aware that I looked so, she seemed to

take it for granted that such was the case, and, besides

some less definite symptoms, she declared that I labom-ed

under two formal diseases, which she named,—tlie one a

local affection, the other a constitutional one ; the latter

at present latent, but to be speedily developed, imless a

certain ptisan, to be prescribed by my fan- physician, was

had recourse to. She also pronounced judgment of the

actual and relative powers of some of my principal organs,

and, on being questioned, gave me some anatomical, pa-

thological, and etiological details as to the local malady

she attributed to me. She then said she was fatigued,

and requested to be awakened.

The process of awakening being, by her own specifica-

tion, by fire, " par le feu," this was carried into execution

by a lighted paper-match being waved before her face.

On awijjdng she professed total ignorance of what had

passed during her trance, and expressed much appai'eut

surprise on beiag told that she had been discovering my
maladies, and prescribiug for them. With respect to

these said maladies, I am thankful to say that they ex-

isted altogether in my fau' physician's uuagiuation. I

may also say that she was imfortmiate in her judgment of

the strength of some of the organs she named, their rela-

tive powers and soundness being, as far as I can judge,

the reverse of her statement. Her anatomy was not
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more accurate, being an embodying of the vulgar notions

of the animal structure.

Trial I.— (Miss von G.)

I visited the lady again on the following day. She was

mesmerised as before ; and after going through the same

preparatory processes, she proceeded to unfold her splen-

did mtentions towards my unworthy self, in a continuous

straiu of eloquent declamation. In the first place she as-

sured me that aU the somnambulists heretofore seen by

me were impostors, and she was the only true one I had

yet met with. She then proceeded to say, after a most

flattering eidogy on my mental endowments—in wliich,

as in my bodily powers, she took the weak, for the strong

—that, although already a great man, she woidd make me

one of the gi'eatest of men, if I followed her counsels.

This magnifying was to take place through the instru-

mentality of eerlaui medicinal plants, six in mmber,

known to her, but unknown to all the world besides ;

—

which plants were true panaceas, being curative of all

diseases, and the knowledge of which she oJfercd to com-

municate to me. Before, however, tlus momentous reve-

lation was made, and while I was still expressing my gra-

titude for its being vouchsafed to me, of aU mankind, my

fair benefactress declared that she was fatigued, and re-

quested to be forthwith awakened once more by fire. As

I paid no moro visits to the i'riiulein, I know not whether -
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the revelation of the six roots has been made to some

more fortunate person than myself ; but I bcUeve she is

still professuig her art in Loudon.

One other cireiunstance respeetiug the performances

of this lady I shidl hero state, although I Avas no i'luilicr

personally concerned in it than being appealed to by tlic

patient's husband as to the qualifications of the Prilulein.

T can, however, vouch for the truth of the statements, as

they were made to me by the physician consulted on the

occasion. The patient, a lady of raulc, went with her

husband to eousidt Miss Von Gomiem, on aecoiuit of be-

ing ia delicate health. The lady was dcelai'ed by the fair

jinnambulist to be pregnant, and that the placenta was

laced in an abnormal position—" too far back," she said.

' Ju the foUowiug day the lady received a written commu-

ijcation from her somnambulist, to the elTect that, since

the visit, she (Von Gonnem) had, in licr somnambidic

state, seen what was requisite to be done, and woidd

now, for the consideration of another fee, change tlie

malposition of the placenta, and thus avert the impending

danger! These tilings seeming rather alarming, the

family pliysician, my informant, was eousidted, and it

turned out that the lady was not pregnant at all, the

catamenia having made their appearance a few days after-

wards !

5
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Remarks.

In taking the trouble to investigate these cases, I, of

course, wished to an-ive at some positive or ti'ustwort liy

residts, if sucli were attainable. Ji\ such an investigation,

I had no right to take anything for granted ; but I was

prepared, I trust, to receive everything as true whicli

could be proved, or as prol^able wliich had probable evi-

dence in its favour,—whether such tilings were or were

not m accordance with any previous opinions I might cn-

tertam. So far, therefore, from thinking it necessary to

make an apology for doubting or disbeherag things

wliich the mesmerists vrith whom I had to do looked

upon as ordinary matters of fact, I regarded it as an im-

perative duty in one honestly searching for truth, under

the circumstances m question, to doubt and disbeUevc

eveiytiiing tliat was not proved, or that had not, at least,

probable evidence to support it. Wlicre so much impos-

tui'c has prevailed, and stiU prevails, according to the

testimony of the mesmerists themselves, it woidd be alto-

gether imjustifiable to receive as authority any mere as-

sertion of any party concerned in such exhibitions, or to

admit as positive matter of fact whatever merely appeared

to be so. Here, as elsewhere, Tmth, if she liave fair

play, wiU vindicate herseK in spite of theories or preju-

dices ; but she has no right to expect more than fair play

here, any more than elsewhere.



KEJIARKS. 51

1. lu the fii-st place, tlieu, I would renicark, iu regard

to the three individiuds whose performances are above

described, that there existed not only no proof, but no

probable evidence, that they were really in a mesmerised

condition at all,—in other words, that they only pretended

to be so, and were, consequently, impostors. The whole

of their proceedings and demeanour, after rousing them-

selves from the short seeming slumber, were exactly those

of a person awake (with the exception of the eyes beuig

more or less closed), or were, at least, such as any person

could assume. And, according to my own judgment, and

that of the friends present with me, the proceedings were

much more like those of persons in the normal state sliam-

ming, than like those of persons in a simply morbid or

anonnal condition of the mind and body. And I now learn

from the mesmerisers themselves (and fi'om Dr. Engledue

himseU' among others) that there really exists no test of the

mesmeric state, at least no test that can be made available

for those who doubt, and who requii-e sometluug like posi-

tive e\idence before they admit as tnith things most ex-

traordinary in themselves and at variance mth all pre-

vious experience. Conclusions deduced from the mere

phenomena or appearances, in such cases, rest altogether

on an assumption which we have no right to gi'ant— viz.,

that the somnambulists are honest, and not shamming.

^Ir. Vernon says, he does not thinlc that one in ten shows

Lmjcnsibility of the pupil to light. In this state of things

the only test of the reality of the state woidd seem to be,

the performance of some acts by the alleged sonmambul-

ists which it is impossible for persons not in this state to
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perform ; c. g. the act of clairvoyance in some of its

forms ; and I tliink it will hardly be doubted by any im-

partial person, who reads the whole of the present paper,

that in the trials above described no such test was

supplied.

2. The only occurrence reported in these trials that

bore even the semblance of an approach towards clairvoy-

ance, is tliat noticed in the first exhibition of Adolplie

(Trial A), where the word "Maschalla" was apparently

read or neai-ly read by him while in the state of so-called

somnambulism. But I reject this as afTording anything

like evidence of tnie clairvoyance, on the two following

grounds :—First, because we had no proof that there was

not collusion between the somuambuhst and some party

acquainted with the contents of the paper ; and secondly,

athnittiug that there was no such collusion, because there

exists no evidence that the word could not be read

through the paper by ordinai-y vision.

The iii'st of these arguments is, of course, only valid

to myself, or others similarly circumstanced. It would

be altogether invalid to the gentleman who wrote the

word, and presented the paper, and on whose fairness I

beg here distinctly to state that I tlirow no imputation.

I merely assert, that to render such evidence of any

value, collusion must have been proved to be impossible;

and, as this was not so proved to me, or to my friends,

we are authorised in rejecting the testunony.

3. But the validity of the second argument must be

admitted by all. I examined the paper on wliich " Mas-

challa " was written, and I assert that the folds of paper
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interposed between the word and the eye did not seem to

me more ninueroiis, nor the paper thicker, than in some

other instances in which ordinary vision sulliccd to read

words similarly enclosed. As tliis is an important fact

in relation to the general subject of claii'voyance, as prac-

tised by exhibiting somnambulists, I -will mention the cu'-

cunistance which fii-st cjdled my attention to it.

In one of the public exliibitions of Adolplie, at wliich

I was not present, Mr. Ottley presented to liini a scaled

envelope enclosing several folds of paper, in the interior

one of which the word " Toulon" was written. After

much assistance from IMi". Ottley (so much, indeed, as to

reduce, in my judgment, the whole process—eveu if tlie

envelope had been altogether opake—to, at most, a clever

guess) the sonmambulist announced the word to be, what

it was,
—

"TotTLO^i." Ottley showed me the identi-

cal paper on the following day. On examining it, I not

oulv could not read the word enclosed, but I thought at

the time that it was impossible for any ordinary vision to

do so. I, however, (as I then told Mr. Ottley,) could not

admit, even if it had proved tine that ordinary vision

could not decipher the word, after the gi-eat assistance

given by him to Adolphc, that the deciphering the word

by liim was any proof of clauwoyanee. But all cUfficulty

of explanation was soon removed l)y the fact, that ordi-

nary vision covM and did read tliis vciy word within its

envelope ! A lady, to whom the paper was shown, de-

ciphered the word at once, without mesmerism, or any

ot her power tlian her natm-al eyesight. This was done

holdmg the pajjcr in a particular manner so that the

II
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light fell ol)liqueIy on the unflcr surface, and was re-

flected througli it upwards to the eye. And tins lady

succeeded in thus reading, through equally numerous

folds of paper, words written ia much smaller character

tlian this word Toulon. Since Mr. Ottley acquainted me

with this fact, I have tried the experiment myself, aud

find that, in this manner, I aud others can read very well

tlu'ough four or five folds of letter-paper of mediujn thick-

ness; tliat is, with tlu-ee folds in fi-ont and two beliiud.

In the only two other instances within my own know-

ledge, besides this of " Toulon," in which any approach

to accuracy of reading was made (once by Alexis, once

by Adolphe), the folds of paper were not more than four

or five; while I can testify from observation that cover-

ings vastly thiimer have been and are supposed to be suf-

ficient to preclude all chance of ordinary vision. On one

occasion, I saw a paper handed up to Adolphe which

was folded on itself once only, so that there was only a

single thickness of paper between the wi-itten word and

the eye, and yet tlie gentleman presenting it, I verUy be-

lieve, thought he was assisting at a legitimate experiment!

Tliis fact sufficiently shows the utter unfitness of some

persons to conduct any sort of investigation, well illus-

trates tlie kind of proof that passes at mesmeric exhibi-

tions, aud justifies the scepticism of those who refuse to

admit all testimony authenticated only by evidence of

this sort.

Tliis deciphering of the word " Toulon" was regarded

at the time by the major pai-t of the company present as

a sti-iking evidence of the truth of clairA'oyance, and has
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beeu, and I doubt not still is, triumpliantly advanced by

Mr. Vernon as such.

Since I have acquired the knowledge of the suiEcieucy

of ordiuary vision to read thi-ougli a greater tliickuess of

paper than I was before aware of, I have recalled to my
recollection several particidars of tlie conduct of the

somnambulists which appear to have relation to this fact.

The position in which they placed the papers to be

read was very frequently that which is found to be the

best for transmitting the Hght through them—viz. an

oblique position in relation to the eye. It was jdso ob-

scn'cd ill the case of • both the brothers, Alexis and

Adolphe, that when the choice was left to themselves,

they always selected folded papers in preference to closed

boxes ; and on more than one occasion I remembered

ihat they gave the preference to the papers that were

thinnest, or had the fewest folds.

4. It is, however, but fair to the mesmerists to admit

that the class of cases now under consideration may allow

of an explanation more favorable to their views than

that just given, although coming far short of theii' general

pretensions. We may allow, for instance, the possibdity

at least,—we may even admit the probability,—of a per-

son in a mesmerised state (admitting the reality of this)

having liis sense of vision so sharpened as to enable him

to see through a translucent medium which was impervi-

ous to ordinaiy vision. Sucli a thing would be expUcaljle

on the principles of ordinary science : it is a thing, how-

ever, altogether different from the alleged fact of such

persons seeing through thick boxes, or other bodies en-
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tirely opakc. The first, as I liave said, might be admit-

ted as very possible, if not very probable ; the latter seems

altogether impossible, according to the actual state of oiu-

knowledge of the laws of physiology and of physics. The

eirciunstances above mentioned, however, throw great

doubt on the theory that, in the cases where somnam-

bulists have succeeded in deciphering words or portions

of words, within folded papers—and they have apparently

succeeded m doing so in some eases—they succeeded

through an exaltation of the power of ordinary vision :

that they have ever succeeded in reading tlu'ough an opake

medium or a thick box is yet to be proved ; and I beUcve

caimot be proved.

5. All the performances of Adolphe with his eyes ban-

daged, and all his feats with cards, are utterly valueless,

as proofs of chiii'voyauee. Indeed, I always regarded the

card-playing exliibitious of him and his brother Alexis, so

inadmissible as evidence, that I tolerated them merely to

avoid the chance, or excuse, of giving offence to the mes-

meriser, or discourjig'iug tlie mesmerised. The facility of

" playing tricks" aiforded by cards—tiie staple of the

vulgai- conjuror —fm-nishes sufficient excuse for rejeetmg

all evidence derived from them. But, even if the feats at

cards were admissible as evidence, we have other sufficient

reiisons for utterly rejecting iill perfonnances with the

eyes bandaged, as proof of claii-voyance.

It is well kno™ to be extremely difficidt so to bandage

the eyes as to prevent all vision dowTiwards by the side of

the nose, free scope beuig left (as must always be the case)

to the action of the eyelids and muscles of tlie face to
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disturb the padcliiig and bandaging. This fact has been

proved, over and over agaiu, in indi\dduals bandaged as

closely as the professed soiuuambulists usually are. It

no doubt may be possible so to bandag-e as to make sight

impossible. It is behevcd that this was the case in Trial

(C) of Adolphe; and the result ^yas the total absence of

anything like clain'oyance. And many things occuiTed

in the cases both of Alexis and Adolphe which render it

. extremely probable—to say the least—that in all the in-

- stances in which they saw while bandaged, they saw with

: the eyes, by orduiary vision from underneath, not througli

• their bandages. The following are some of the grounds

on which tliis beUef is fomided :

—

a. It was always observable that both these young

men made use of certain manoeuvi'es calculated to prevent

effective bandaging, in the lu-st instance; or afterwards to

disturb it, if it had been made effective. In tlie ease of

Adolphe, it was noticed, at every sitting, that, wlule the

bandage was being placed across his eyes and head, he

invariably, before the knot teas tied, or the handaye drawn

tight,put up his hands, one on each side, andpressed the ban-

dage against the temples, and kept them there -until the knot

teas tied. The effect of this manoeuvre, whether intended
• to be so or not, certainly was, to keep the bandage from

being drawn tight ; as the portion anterior to the temples,

\where the fingers were pressed, would be unaffected by
aany tightening posterior to the points pressed on. Of
r-oiu-sc, sucli a proceeding would give faciUty to the som-

aiubulibt to modify the position of the bandages and
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cotton, in suchwise as to afford a better chance of seeing

with the eyes from underneath the bandage. 1 was tlie

more struck with tliis manoeu\Te, in the case of Adolphc,

because it w^as Luvariably made use of also by Alexis.

Both the brotlicrs likewise executed it La a very quiet but

open and unsuspicious maimer, as if it were a natural im-

pidse to relieve the xmeasuiess of prcssiu-c. It miffht be

so indeed, but the invariableness of its pcrfonnancc, and

its being invariably perfonned in the same manner by

both brothers, and the obvious utUity of the thing, on the

theory of imposition, all give it a considerable degree of

importance in sucli an investigation. It was with this

impression on ovu- minds that it was predetemiined at

the sitting at Mr. Ottley's (C), to coimtcract its iofluence,

if real, by superior care in performing the bandaging. And

the residt obtained, certainly strcngt,heued greatly the

probability of our tlieory, since, on this occasion, and on

this occasim only, no visional manifestations occuiTed ! At

the subsequent sitting (D)the bandaging was performed,

as stated, by a diffcrcut hand, not aware of om- theory

:

tlie temple-pressmg manoeuvre whicli we were all looking

for took place precisely as before, and Adolphe played

eeart6 bcautifidly

!

b. In addition to this imperfect bandaging, in tlie first

instance, it was customary for Adolphe and Alexis subse-

quently to disturb the bandages by now and then touch-

ing tliem with the hands ; and they were also seen, at

times, to make marked efforts with the facial muscles, r/.v

if to alter the state of the bandages. This might or migh l
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not have been so ;—but, at any rate, the tiling, to say

the least, is very suspicious, and tends to vitiate the ex-

periment.

c. On the occasions where the performances were un-

satisfactory, it was the custom for Mx. Vernon to ue-

inesmerise Adolphe, and have liim re-bandag'cd. Tliis plan,

of coui-se, gave the chance of less effective bandag-uig,*

and the residt sometimes was, that Adolphe saw much

better on the second than on the fu'st attempt : where ef-

fective bandaging was adopted the second tune (as in

C) the result was equally inauspicious as before. At

Mr. Ottley's we had plaimed a little stratagem wliich

might have tkrowu more Hght on this poiut, if it had

been carried iuto effect. "We proposed that Adolpe, on

being demesmerised the second time, should on the third

occasion, be bandaged badli/ on purpose
;
anticipating the

likelihood of good sight and capital performance beiug

the result : but ]Mx. Veniou objected to the repetition of

the trial, and we did not press it.

6. In aU the performances with the cards it was re-

markable that the objects "seen" were in the bne of vi-

sion y/w/i mder tJie lower edge of tlw bandage, and not in

the Une dii-ect fi-om the eyes through the bandage : and

no objects were ever "seen" beyond or out of the fii'st-

named sphere of -sision. The iuference from this is

obvious.

7. The great discrepaucy among mesmerists, as to the

capacity of thek sonmambnlists to hold communion with

persons not en rapport with them, or to receive external

* It g.-ive aiso, of courfc, the chance of more efTectivc ban(l."„Tii)'j.
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impressions ou the senses, is in itself a very remarkable

circumstance, and one not a little suspicious. I only no-

tice it here, however, in reference to the question of the

reality or nou-reaUty of the somnambulistic state in the

case of the individuals concerned in the above-mentioned

trials. In the instances of Adolphe, Alexis, and Von
Gonnem, the mesmerisers admitted that the sense of hear-

ing was open to any speaker whether in relation with

them or not. In the case of one of Mr. Brookes' som-

nambulists, whom I saw, ]\Ir. Brookes maintained that

she was altogether unconscious of what was said around

her, in the loudest tone ; and when any of the parly

wished verbally to communicate directly Avith her, Mr. B.

demesmeiised one ear for the pui-pose ! This he conde-

scended to do for mc, aud the lady then heard excellently

well everything I said, though previously she would hear

notliing ! In the case of Mr. Vernon's lady-sonmam-

bulist, (Trial E,) Mr. V. assured us that she was, in her

mesmeric state, quite insensible to all that was saitl

around her, and permitted us to speak aloud close by her

wliile she was striving to read in my boxes. However,

we had positive proof in this ease that Mr. Vernon, to

say the least, was mistaken, as, when she was off her

guard, I repeatedly asked her questions, or made obser-

vations to her, to which she distinctly and correctly re-

plied ! This little stratagem was purjTOsely contiivcd to

test the reaUty of the alleged inseusibihty ; and the satis-

factory results were repeatedly witnessed by Dr. Sharpey,

as well as myself.

8. It wiU not escape the obsei-vation of the readers of

the preceding nan-ative, particularly of the Trials E, F, G
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.lud H, that of the failures exhibited and mistakes commit-

led by the professing seers, severed were of ^imUwe kind

and therefore incapable of being explained away by the

favorite argiuuent of the mesmerists
—

" that the power,

w;is not on the somnambulist at the time, and tliat a ne-

gative proves nothiug." This argument must, no doubt,

be admitted as valid in cases of simple non-success, where

the results are nuU ; but it is altogether inapplicable to

the positive and most glaring matters of fact, coumiitted

by these people.

- The misspelling of a word, or the only partial reading

of it,—or the mistake of one letter for another or mdccd

any little error of this kind, would not be considered by a

fair judge as seriously, if at all, detracting from the

strength of the evidence ; but when we see such blunders

committed as in Trial P, where a Avord of two letters,

each an inch square, was " seen" to be composed of six,

and entii-ely different letters substituted for those actually

present, we cannot explain the circumstance by any con-

ceivable process, not inculpating the honesty and good

faith of the party. In bke manner, when we find, as in

the Trials F, G, and H, tlie most obvious diseases over-

looked, and others attributed which have no existence,

we cannot avoid coming to the same conclusion.

9. The impositions attempted by Miss Yon Gomicrn,

in reference to her panaceas, are so monstrous, and so

palpable as to speak for themselves. The wonder is, that

she could ever have expected to fmd any one sufficiently

credulous to believe her ; and yet she must have expected

this. I presume that if she had encountered such a dupe,

G
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her brother would have taken good care that the impor-

tant revelation shoiUd not be eompletcd without a " eon-

sideration" on the part of the fortunate reeipient.

Tlie following general conclusions seem deducible from

all that precedes, and will not, I think, be questioned by

any impartial judge :

—

I. That some of the exliibitions above described bear

the open and unmistakable impression of impostiu'c.

II. That in all the cases, as in that of AJcxis formerly

published, (see First Series,) wherever there rcsidtcd

any positive success, the fact can be aecoimted for on ordi-

nary principles, without the aid of mesmerism.

III. That all the instances of success oecui-rcd where

there was, at least, a possibility of succeeding, by the or-

dinary exercise of the senses m their normal state.

rV. That where care was taken to render the ordinai'y

operation of the senses impossible, failiu'e iavariably

resulted.

V. That the Trials failed utterly iu proving the pos-

session of CLAiRVOYAJiCE by any of the paiiies submitted

to examination.

VI. That no proof was afforded tliat these parties were

really in any specid abnormal condition, such as is known

by the name of somuamloulism.

VII. That, on the coutrai-y, the e^ddcncc adduced

renders it extremely probable that the apparent abnor-

mal condition was feigned, and that these persons Averc,

consequently. Impostors.
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When completing my notes of some recent mesmeric

trials, published in ' The Medical Gazette' tlic ISth of last

mouth, (Second Series,) I had no intention of giving my-

self any more trouble on the subject, at least for some tune

tocome. I wasiadcedsodisgustedwiththcmanysucccssive

impositions I had had to expose, that I was dctcnnined to

let this new fraternity of mountebanks—the itinerant mes-

mei-ists—proceed on theu"com-se without fm-ther molesta-

tion ou my part. If the public stOl chose to be gulled by

such arrant cheats as I had had to deal Avith, in spite of

theniunerous warnings they had received, it was then- own
affair ; and it seemed no one's special business to uitcrfere

between them and their enjoyments. At least, I felt

that I had no particular call to do so. I had not, however,

given up all intention of Laquiriog further into the pheno-

mena and facts of mesmerism
; and, therefore, on receiv-

ing from a most respectable quarter a pressing invitation

to renew my inrpiirics in this field, I did not hesitate to

accept it. Tlie object of the present paper is to coinmu-
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nicate the results obtained iii tliis new trial with tlie

mesmerists.

Onthe 29thoflast mouth (JidylSiS,) I received the fol-

lowing letterbypost. Thc-WTiter was atthe time personally

imknown to me, but I learned from a friend that he was a

gentleman of high respectability ; and my subsequent in-

tercourse with him has only served to confirm the accu-

racy of the statement. In the present uaiTative I shall

speak of this gentleman imder the name of A. B., as the

publication of liis real name might be unpleasant to him
;

and his extreme eivihty and fairness, dm-mg the whole

course of om- proceedings, well entitle him to every cour-

tesy at my hands. It is hardly necessaiy to add that, in

the disgi'aceful imposition wliich it is my business to ex-

pose, he was no further blamcable than in allowmg his

good-natui'e and honesty to bo too easily imposed on.

His extreme facility and credulity are hardly chargeable

on himscH' individually, as these seem ioherent attributes

of the genus Mesmeiust.
_

Lettei' from Mr. A. B. to Br. Forbes,

" SiE,—Assumuig that you, like myself, seek only to

ascertaia the very tmtli on the disputed question of clair-

voyance, and tliat you wnll investigate it not as an advo-

cate seeking to make out a plausible case on one side, but

as a judge looking for the right, and williug to decide ac-

cording to the fair rules of evidence, I take the liberty of
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iuviting you to make trial of a case of alleged clairvoyaucc

which I cau produce to you.

" I shoidd state that I have no personal interest in the

matter ; I am merely actuated by an honest spirit of in-

qiiii-y, and seek the truth and the tnith only. I should

be equally pleased coidd mesmerism and its phenomena

be proced to be false as if they were shown to be true :

—

I only desu'c to leani what is trac, and that the truth,

when ascertaiued, should be proclauncd. I am no prac-

titioner of it in any shape. My profession is that of a

barrister.

" I have in my employ a boy who has, or appears to

have, the facidty called clau-voyanee; that is, he c;in, when

mesmeiised, perceive objects imperceptible to persons in

the ordinary state. He has many times read to me and to

others words \vTapped ui many folds of thick paper, and

enclosed in a card-case.

" I ask you to see tliis boy, to test him yourself, fairly

and thorougldy, and ascertain the fact by yom- o-\vn per-

sonal investigation. If you will name any moniing be-

fore rriday of the present week, you shall see him at my
chambers, and make the expeiiment.

" But to ensure a fair trial, I must impose the follow-

ing conditions :

—

" 1st. You shall bring with you two or three packets,

each containing a word or figui-es, or a picture, wrapped

in four folds of thick bro^\n paper, sealed ; and whieli I

wish you to prepare at home, that you may he assured

beyond finest ion that the contents arc kno\vn to nobody
but yourself.
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" 2(1. The words or figures shall be printed, not writ-

ten, the boy being illiterate. The word shall be in capi-

tal letters, and not one that is Hkcly in itself to puzzle an
illiterate reader ; the figures to be in type of a good size.

Tlie munber of letters in the word not to exceed eight

:

tlie number of figures not to exceed four. The packet

will be placed in a card-ease of wood, wliich I wiU pro-

duce, and which you may seal also, to ensure that it is not

opened.

" 3d. Inasmuch as the faculty is affected by states of

health, or some cu'cumstanccs not known, a formal judg-

ment against him not to be pronounced untU after trial

on thi-ee several days. He has Mver once failed yet, but

he may do so, for the reasons named above.

" 4th. That if he succeeds you shall admit and attest

the fact.

" 5th. That one friend of mine and one friend of yours

only shall be present, and that each shall take a note of

the experiment, which shall be embodied into one, and

signed by aU of us (if we agree) before Ave leave the

chambers; and that you shall publish such note in a

medical jomTial, M'ith any comments you may please.

" I impose these conditions, because I can only pro-

fess that he shall accompHsh what I have seen him per-

form. I do not know that he might not read writing, or

sentences ; but as we are utterly ignorant of the condi-

tions under wliich the faculty acts, it is safe to try that

only which has been done successfully before.

" I shall aftenvards be happy to assist you in trying

any other experiments you may suggest.
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" But this, if doue, establishes the cxistcuce of a fa-

culty of perception distiuct from the orgau of vision, and

that is all we can yet afiirm. A reply, naming the day

;uid hoiu", nlll oblige,

Sir-,

Yoiu- obedient servant,

* * *

Temjik; 28M /«//, 1845."

I ^yrote in reply, that I would gladly avail myself of

Mr. A. B.'s poUte offer. Accordingly, I waited on him

at his chambers on the foUo^viug day, \vith the view of

agreeing on the terms, and of arranging a meeting for

the formal investigation of the case. I did not come

prepared to enter on the inquiry then, but as the boy was

at this very time in the chambers, and as Mr. A. B. ex-

pressed a desii-e that I should witness his powers at once,

it was agreed that we should make the best cxtemporaiy

arrangements we could, for faii'ly testmg them. Of their

iumicdiate demonstration before me Mr. A. B. seemed to

entertain no doubt whatever, any more than of their

previous exertion on numerous occasions in his presence,

under circumstances where, he said, there coidd be no

collusion, cheat, or mistake.

Die following additional account of the boy is extracted

from the journal called ' The Critic,' one of the organs of

mesmerism ; it expresses precisely the opinion stated to

me by ^Ir. A. B., and I believe I may say that it was

either written by himself, or certainly authorised by him.

The readei is requested to notice the particulai" kind and
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positive nature of tlie statements here made ; as a very

singular contrast to them will be furnished, from the very

same source, in the course of the present narrative. It

is most provoking that aU these positive and undoubted

realities of marvels should at once vanish whenever the

luducky wiiter of this paper comes on the scene. Surely

he must be bewitched, or bemesmerised the wrong way.

" Tlie boy is extremely intelligent and communicative

in the somnambulic state. He readily answers any in-

quiry, and he tells us that if any test is applied which he

cannot solve lie says so at once. He never guesses at an

answer ifhe does not really perceive the object : hence it Ls,

that, unlike any other patient we have seen, he has never

failed in a single instance.

" He states fui-ther, that it is easier for him to see

through a solid body than through one composed offolds

:

each surface presents an obstacle and iticreases the difficulty

of seeing. Hence he can perceive objects mtliin a wooden

box more readily than within a couple of envelopes, and

through brovra paper more easily than through white

paper."—m Critic, 26th July, 1845.

Geokge Goble, the seer, was then introduced. He is

a lad of about 17, rather small of his age, but intelligent-

looking. I was a little disappoiutcd to learn, on iu-

fjuiry, tliat he is " an old hand" at these things, having

formerly exliibited, m public, mider botli Mr. Vernon and

Mr. Brookes. He had oidy been a few weeks in Mr.

A. B.'s service (as a copymg clerk) ; but during that time
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lie seems to have bceu much engaged in lus former voca-

t iou as a seer,—discharging the fiuictious thereof to the

boundless satisfaction of his master.

First Day.—July 2Wi, 1845.

TiEST Experiment.

It was proposed by Mr. A. B. that tlie same plan for

testing the boy's powers should be followed which had

tireviously proved so extremely successfid mth liim ; and

: s this was fan- and reasonable, I immediately adopted

^Ir. A. B. produced some common coarse bro\vii

wrapping-paper, and requested me to place any word I

chose within several folds of tliis,—he and the boy leav-

ing the room while I did so. Out of a heap of loose

jounials and pamphlets, I clipped a common word from

the title-page of one, and folded it witliin the brown paper.

Mr. A. B. then retmiied into the room, and proposed that

I should seal the ends of the paper. I did so, turning the

cuds of tlie folded paper over (in the manner of a chemist's

medicinal " powder"), and di-opping the wax on them.

Owing to the thickness and stiffness of the paper, the

sealing was not very effectively done, the folded ends be-

ing partially tUtcd up, and drawing the wax along with

tliern. Tlie paper thus folded and sealed was then placed

within a common leather or pasteboard card-case, which

was neither sealed nor tied.
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The boy, bciiig "mesmerised" by Mr. A. B., after staring

and winking, and twitching liis limbs for a minute or so,

lay do\\Ti seemingly asleep ; and after lying in this state

for about the same period, he awoke up in the brisk, pert

humour common to the so-called somnambulists. Li tliis

state he conversed readily with evei'ybody, and showed

not the slightest mark discernible by me (or, I believe, by

anybody else) whereby he could be distinguished from a

common waking mortal, except that he generally kept liis

tiyelids jjartially closed. He took the card-case, and went

through a great vajicty of manccuvrcs which occupied a

longtime—I should t hhik haU' an houror more—andwhich
it would be tedious and useless minutely to describe. Tlie

gi-eater pai-t of the time he sat or lay upon a sofa, ha\^ng

a pillow at one end. The most common of liis proceedings

were—to place the card-case on his forehead, and press

it fu'st with his hand, then against the pillow ; to breathe

repeatedly and forcibly on the case, and again place it on

the forehead, and agam press it on the piUow ; then to

])laco it under the pillow, iuid press liis face and head on

tliis ; then to place it on bis hand, place the pillow on this,

and again press his foreluiad on it, &e. &c. He also fie

quently, wliilc lying on Ms face, put liis head over tlu

pdlow, as if looking under it, and I observed that for a

long time together he kept both his hands under the

pillow with tlie card-case. I watclied bira as closely as I

coidd, and although it was obvious from the position of

the ai-ms and thek movement, that the hands were at

work, I could not discover that at any time he opened the

ciu-d-case, much less opened the paper enclosed iii it ; yet
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was not only ]icrfcctly possible, but quite easy for liim

J 10 do so witliout being seen. After these various nui-

noEun-es bad been eontiuued to a very tedious Icng-tli of

time, George got up from the sofa, placed the case under

my foot on the floor, and placed his forehead on my foot

;

then, after a short tune, started up, and, ui a sort of furor

( if excitement, and with a degree of rapidity which ren-

dered it impossible to see accurately the condition of

things, or to check Ids proceedings, he pidled open the,

case, whisked out the jjapcr, and, Cidiing out the word

CouyTRY," was proceeding to tear it open, wlien Mr.

A. B. and myself tried to stop him, and to get the paper

iuto oiu- possession; and I IjeUcvc we did get it for a

moment ; but before any exanimation coidd take place,

he snatched the paper fi'om us, in real or affected rage,

and tore it in pieces. AU this took place so rapidly,

amid such excitement, and ^\^th so nmch surprise on my
pai-t, that it was utterly impossible to have any certainty

y i as to the precise condition of the paper when withcbawii.

' When the top of the case was snatched off, the seal on

the projecting end of the paper certainly seemed stdl

there, and probably was so
;
but, as I have said, I cainiot

• speak ^vith any certainty of tliis, much less of the condi-

tion of the seal at the other end.

Having, at that time, no special reason for deeming

( George an impostor, and being somewhat mtluenced l^y

the most confident belief of his honesty and of his mar-

vellous powers entertained and expressed by Mr. A. B.,

' I own I was at firit somewhat confound(;d by the loold an-

ounpcmcntof my " sealed word," which seemed to come
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a good deal nearer the marvel of claiiToyance than any-

thing previously witnessed by me. But I soon reco-

vered my tranquillity and my scepticism, and felt that

there was yet a good deal more to be done before I could

be justified in changing my opinions.

The complete uncertainty as to the integrity of the

seals, of coiu'sc, vitiates entirely tliis experiment, and

renders it perfectly valueless as a proof of clauToyance

;

while a consideration of the previous and subsequent pro.

ceediugs of George, throws more than mere suspicion on

the case, and renders the explanation that immediately

suggests itself to a sceptic hardly questionable, viz. that

the lad had, amid his secret manipulations mider the pil-

low, actually unfolded the paper and read the word ; and

that the sybilUue fury of the denouement was cunningly

assumed to prevent discovery of the broken seals.

Second Expekiment.

Unseen by any person, I wrote at the top of a slip of

white paper (about the length and half the width of com-

mon note-paper) a single word, in large print-cap itsds, and

folding the paper several times on itself, placed it Adtliiii

the same eai-d-ease. I am cei-tain that Ifolded the paper

into a flattened pai-allelogram, somewhat less than an

inch in breadth,—as it was natui-al so to shape a paper to

be placed within a thin card-case. And I have a positive

proof of my having done so in the paper itself, stiU ui my

possession, on which I find the same word imperfectly
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printed, i/i reverse, nearly an inch below the word writl-cu

by me,—the impressiou being produced nnquestional)ly

by theJlaifold'uig of the paper before the word was rpiite

dry.

George Goble took the card-case in high glee at his

former success, aud expressuig aloud his coulidcnce of

speedily reacUng what was inclosed. He proceeded to

execute all his former niauoeuvi'es, of which tlic most pro-

luinent was still that of keeping the card-case under the

pillow, pcepmg occasionally over and luider if , tlien bring-

ing it forth, breathing vehemently on it, and pressbg it

to liis forehead. After a considerable time thus con-

sumed, he started up, placed the card-case on tlic floor,

placed my foot upon it, aud then his head on mj foot, pre-

cisely as on the fonner occasion. He then triumpiiantly

announced the word, speUing it
—" F-o-u-l-d." I said

this was not exactly tlie word, Imt was sidficiently near

it to satisfy me that he had seen what i.he l)Ox contained.

But Mr. A. B. wished hhn to be perfectly accurate, aud

he very soon pronounced the word to be as I had witten

it, " FoUiy George then ])roceeded to open the box and

withdrew the paper, which he half-unfolded, or rather

unrolled, before I ccJd take it out of liis hands. I saw,

however, that when the top of the case was withdrawn,

Uie paper tca.^ very different in form from the paper I had

placed there :—instead of bemg flat and broad as de-

scribed, it was perfectly romul, rolled on itself Ukc a com-

mon paper-match. I immediately got possession of the

paper, and, the boy being sent out of the room, expressed

ny conviction that the box had been opened, aud the Avord

7
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read by ordinary vision. The gentlemen present admitted

that tlic paper when \vithdrawn from the case, was rolled

on itself, as I have described it.

As tills singular change of fonn could not possibly

have occui'red spontaneously, and as the secret manipu-

lations beneath tlie pillow afforded the greatest facility for

George's opening the case without being seen, there can

hardly remain, in any mind, the shadoM' of a doubt that

he did so, and thus obtamed Ids knowledge of the word.

Third Experiment.

It being now no longer doubtfid that om* seer, George,

would not hesitate to see all that he could in the hiunble

human fasliiou, it was necessai-y to take some precautions

to prevent liis being tempted from his high calling of

claii'voyance. Accorcbngly, in repeating the hist experi-

ment, I made this Uttle difference, viz. that the card-case

was carefully bound round with tAvine, and sealed, so

that it could not be opened without detection. A long

trial was made with this in the same manner as before,

over the pillow and under the pillow, but no aunoimce-

ment of the inclosed word was made. George admitted

that he coidd not see into the box.

TouRTH Experiment.

George accounted for Ids failure in the last experiment,

by a change having been made in tlie roIo//r of the paper
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iuelosiiig the -word. lu the present experiment, therc-

Ibrc, paper of the desiderated hue vras adopted; but the

ease beuig as carefidly corded and sealed as iDefore, a si-

uiilai- residt ensued: no reading of the inclosed word took

place.

Second Day.—Thursday, 31a'^ July.

On this occasion Professors Shaipey and Graliam, of

UniTcrsity College, accompanied me; and we all took with

us small boxes of wood, and all sealed, but not otherwise

secured. It was laid do\Tn as a positive condition, that

the breach of a seal, liowevcr effected, should be under-

stood to vitiate that particular experiment wherein it

took place.

ElKST EXPEKIMENT.

George first selected a little round box, fixing s\"ith a

spu-al screw ; one of the small boxes commonly used by

seal-engi'avers to contain impressions of seals in wax. It

was sealed ou the edge, and was other\iase difficultly un-

screwed. It proved too difficidt for George ; as after a

considerable trial, he gave in, stating at the same time,

somewhat carelessly, that he had "seen" in it some of

the letters, but not mth acciu'acy ;~he thought they

were "//«/' or "hurl." On examirdng the box, the seal

was found perfect ; the contained word was " insane,"—



76 MESMERISM.

having, it will be observed, only one of the tliree or four

letters announced by George.

Second Expeeiment.

George then selected iinother box—a small sqnarc box,

of very slender materials, (the slightest of the lot) with

a sliding lid which was not at all tied, but merely kept

in its place by a single seal on its outer end, and a small

drop of wax at one corner. He proceeded through the

same routhie of manipidations as before, retaining the

box for a long time undci- the jiillow, and, as was obvious

from the motion of the arms, evidently usuig both lus

hands there for some purpose, while the pecpings over

and under the pillow were frequent. At one time, a

sound as of a crack, or click, or snap, was distuictly heard

from under the piUow. After a considerable time, he

got up atid ])laced the box on the floor and my foot upon

it, and then his head upon this, as on the preceding day.

He then shouted out the word " Roi/al," sprang up from

the floor with the box in his luuid, and was laid hold of

wliile in the act of proceeding ajjjjarently to draw the hd,

and the box wi-enched finally from his hand. On exa-

mination, it wjis found, that the seal, and also the drop

of wax, were broken across, precisely in the line of open-

ing, by a smooth crack, very fine, yet sufficiently percep-

tible. As the conditions of the experiment were here

manifestly broken thi-ough, the result was declared to be
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simply null, as, wluitcvcr suspicions we entertaiiiod, we

had so positive proof that George had broken tlie seal,

and read the word by ordinaiy vision. Although Mr.

Graham, whose box tliis was, thought it the fairest course

that the box should not at that time be opened at all,

yet I may now state that the word was correctly named

by the boy.

All the cuTumstauces of the case bemg considered, no

rational doubt can be entertained that George came by

the knowledge of this word Ijy opening the box beneath

his screen of pillow, and reading it with his natui'al hu-

man eyes. On more closely examining the Ijox, it was

found that the crack or fractiu'c ui the seal remained as

minute and fine, and as little conspicuous, after mth-

drawiog and returning to its place the lid, as when it was

examiued when snatched from George's hand. I men-

tion this, because it was doubted at the tune by some

of George's friends whether the seal was really so much

fractured as must have been the case had the lid been

completely withckawn and again shut.

Third Experiment.

It being now sufficiently evident that the secm-ity of a

mere seal was insufficient, some boxes were tied fii-mly

with tape, and sealed in such a manner as could leave no

doubt in any mind that, if opened, they were intentionally

opened. George selected one of the best secm-ed, and,

as if to astonisli u.s at once by his honesty and bold con-

7§
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fidencc, he proceeded to a desk standing in the room,

placed the box mtliin it, locked it, and gave me tlie key !

He then laid his face and head upon the desk, and re-

mained motionless in this posture for some time. He
then took a pen and paper, and made, first, six marks,

which his friends gravely interpreted as indicating six

letters in the imprisoned box ; and then wote the letters

"cos" twice over,— without, however, stating, or other-

ynsc indieatuig (though we all iiifen'ed that such was liis

meaning), that these were the letters contained ui the

box. After a little longer sUeuee and inaction, George

opened his eyes, stretched himself, and was declared by

his mesmeriser to be awake ! And this spontaneous

waking-up of George was declared to be a tluug unex-

ampled, and unaccountable and wonderfid. To us un-

learned sceptics, it seemed a vci-y natural and easy mode

of getting out of the diflficulties of his position, without

owning fm-ther defeat. The box when opened was found

to coutam the figiu'cs 1787, and no letters.

We, the experimenters, were so perfectly satisfied with

the residts of this day's trial, taken in conjunction with

those of the former, that we did not propose any imme-

diate repetition of the experiments. George had iavari-

ably failed where it was impossible to see by ordinary

vision ; and all liis apparent successes were cither palpable

deceptions, or, at most, successes where ordinary vision

was not merely possible, but very probable and very pi'ac-

ticable. We accordingly took our depai-ture, without

arranging any fm-ther meetings, George's friends admit-

ting that the results were at least inconclusive j and Mr.
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A. B. cxprcssiug great siu-prisc at tlic uiiaccoimtablc and

most iiuusiuil failures of liis protege.

lu tlie coiu-sc of the same eveuing I received from this

gciitlemau imothcr polite note, part of wliicli I prmt,

cluclly because it exliibits the faith he stQl had in. George's

honesty, and his unbroken confidence in his powers.

" Thursday Evening.

"My dear Sir,—As I see you are proceeding with the

inquii-y faii-ly, I am very anxious that you should have the

fidlest opportunity for iuvestigation, and as I go o\it of

town for a week on Satiu'day morning, I shoidd really be

ol^hged if you could see the boy again to-morrow, either

morning or evening, at yom- convenience ; and if you

coidd get your two friends to be present I should be so

much the better pleased

" I know from repeated success in the presence of others,

that the boy can do what he appears to do, and that all is

bona fide : but I admit that what you have seen is open to

question from one who had not seen him at other times

;

and therefore I am veiy anxious that you should satisfy

yourself fully. Appoint any time to-morrow (Friday),

any place, and I will meet you.

" Youi-s faithfully."

I wrote in reply to this that I would wait on Mr. A. B.

at a quarter past one, -with my friends, and added, that I

expected this investigation would produce one of two re-

sults—either that WE should admit that there was more

in clairvoyance than we now believed, or that he should
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confess that lie liad to deal with an impostor in George

Goblc.

Third Daj/.—Friday, August \st.

Taught by the experience of the previous trials, we
prepared oui-selves better for this. We had proved the

insufficiency of mere wax to obstruct George's uTcsistible

vision, or to prevent cavil as to the mode of its exertion

;

we resolved, therefore, to cany -with us boxes which

could not possibly be opened without absolute fractiu-e,

and into which, in tlieii" complete state, the ordinary sight

of mere mortal man could not penetrate. Reading the

words LQclosed in these, would, therefore at-onec establish

what is called clairvoyance ; while the failure to do so,

would, at least, confirm our doubts and suspicions as to

the jjowers and honesty of the seer. But we were de-

sirous to go fui'ther than this ; and to establish, if possible,

not merely George's failiu-e— the negative of non-success,

but the positive fact of liis roguery (for such we deemed

it) and the mode of its operation. And the iugcniuty of

Dr. Sharpey enabled us to do so very effectively. He
formed his trap as follows : selecting George's favorite

subject, a card-case—wliich, accorchng to Mr. A. B.'s re-

port, had been, iu his hands, almost invariably the medium

of triumphant success,—Dr. Shaq)ey prepared it in the

following manner. He took a blank card fittmg the case,

pasted on one side of it the word to be read, and then

affixed along the end of the other side a small shelf or
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leds^c exactly filling up the space left between the card

and the opposite side oi' tlic case. Placing the card, thus

armed, withm the case, he jiilcd upon the ledge at the

bottom, a series of long and uaiTow slips of cork, neatly

cut and accurately yet loosely titting the space unoccu-

pied by the card. The clTect of this arrangement was,

that anv withdrawal of the cai-d woidd inevitably cbaw

out and let fall the loose slips of cork supported on the

ledge attached to it. The reposition of tliesc slips in

their original arrangement was next to impossible ; and

as theu- exact munber was taken, we had tlie means of

discovering the loss, if any of them shoidd have been made

away with, after fallmg from the case.

PiKST Experiment.

George, l)cing mesmerised as before, and declared to

be in the proper somnambulic condition, one of the same

boxes was given to liim which he had attempted on the

preceding day. Tliis box was composed of very thin

deal, i inches by 2 in extent, and thr-ce-quartcrs of an inch

in depth : it contained a single word in large print, pasted

ou the bottom, and not covered by anything. The lid

was secured by a single screw, the head of wliieh was let

into the wood ; tliis was concealed by a small wax-seal,

partly for the purpose of preventing any attempt at un-

screwing, and partly to conceal from George the imprac-

ticable cliaractcr of the task set him. We had seen, ou

the previous day, that he got out of a difficulty which he
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felt to be insuperable, by waking up into mere human po-

tency, to the wondemicut and dismay of his patrons. On
the present occasion the box, bearing no more outward

semblance of impracticability than the one he had seen

into on the prcAdous day, was taken at once, and subjected

to all the usual manoeuvres and manipulations, and with

more apparent energy and ^ngour than ever. We looked

on, with the utmost patience and tranquiUity, for the

space of one whole hoiu- ! Erom the obvious action of

the muscles of the arms while George's hands were under

the pillow with the box, from the soiuids occasionally is-

suing from the hiding place, from the uniform increase of

the physical efforts to pluck out the heart of our mystery

on the occasion of a noisy carriage passing the window,

&c.—not a shadow of a doubt remained on the mijid of

any one present (not even on that of our good friend Mr.

A. B.) that George Goble was trying hard to see into my
box, and that George Goble could not succeed. He was,

at length, entreated to give up, and try sometliing else

He did so ; but in resigning the task he declared that 1;^

had seen three of the letters in the box— viz. 0. U. S.

On being questioned by Mr. A. B. whether he had had a

mere uncertain glimpse of these letters, or a good posi-

tive vision, he rcj)catcdly declared that he had positively

seen them, and that they were in the box. Before i 1 m

sitting broke up, this box was unscrewed, and the word,

" Exhibition," exposed. It is a rather em-ious chance

that among tlie ten letters eomposhig this word ther>

should be only oiw of the three seen by George

!
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Second Experiment.

"We ^vcro all uow very auxioiis that the card-case shoiild

be put into George's hands, but were fearfid of exciting

suspicion by proposing it to hiin. Yery fortunately he

himself asked for a card case, and Dr. Sharpey's was

handed to him, with the injunction that he nuist not open

it, and the request of a promise that he A¥Ould not do so.

He gave the promise, but himself ^^roposcd that, to do

. away with all possible suspicion of unfair jjlay, the card-

I case should be tied up. Nothing was said about sealing

i it. AccortUugly, George himself tied the card-case, in

I the common cross-fasliion, with red tape, assisted by one

i of our party, who cai-efully noticed how it was done, the

I

place of the knot, &c. George immediately proceeded to

' his sofa, and went thi'ough all his wonted manoeuvres,

pressing the case to his forehead, and breathing on it

' with marvellous energy and unction. He was evidently

. in better spirits than during tlie last experiment, and

openly expressed his comiction that he should "do it"

this time. The sub-puloinari/ manipidations were, of

course, not forgotten, and were closely watched. After

: a considerable time, and often-repeated strong action of

the hands, perceptible through the muscles of the arms,

some of our party liad a glimpse of the card-case, imdcr

the edge of the pillow, without its ligature, and of the

ligature without its box ! Soon after, we were struck by

the sudden and unusual stillness and trantpullity of

George, still prone on liis field of action ; his hands re-

mained motionless in their hiding place, his head and face

buried in his pillow, and wo began to Hiiuk he liad gone
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to sleep—wlicn lo ! we observed him huniedly and re-

peatedly putting Ms fingers to his mouth, as if placing

somctliing therein, and, almost at the same moment, we
observed some small fragments falluig on the floor beneath

the sofa, and exactly below the place of tlie pillow

!

These proved to be fragments of co/-i{r—mostly commi-

nuted, but some still bearing the characteristic form and

dimensions of those so ingeniously conceiUod by Dr.

Sharpey in his card-ease. Seai'ching imder the pillow,

we found some more of them, and also detected the

}datu!< valde deflmdus in the sofa, through wliieh they had

found their Avay to the carpet ! Tlie Ciise was now clear

;

although George made one more effort to deceive us, by

exposing the cai-d-ease al)ove the pillow still tied bi/ the

tape, and fhially by placing it on the floor beneath his

master's foot. But our ])atienee was at last exhausted
;

we laid hold of the card-case, and announcing George's

roguery and its detection, we forced still more of the un-

lucky cork slips from his hands and from his mouth

!

Poor George was now fairly beaten—and he knew it ; all

his cunning and impudence, and all his magnetism, de-

serted him at once ; he woke up iu the most natiu'al man-

ner imaginable, without any demesmerising process, and

with none of that gentle, progressive unlocking of the

senses exhibited on previous occasions ; and throwing

himself on liis biees on t he ground, in an agony of shame

and terror confessed his roguery, and implored forgive-

ness ! In domg so, however, the meek and penitent

George, like all other habitual culprits when detected, of

coiu-se strenuously asserted thattliis was \\\?,fmt offence.

It would have bccu very strange if he had not said so.
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and it would have been still more strange if anybody had

believed him. On examining the card-case, we found

evident signs of the removal and re-adjustment of the Hga-

tiu-e : the tape was all rumpled, and the knot was removed

fi-om the end to the middle of the case. The changes in

the interior were still more characteristic. Many of the

corklets were wanting, some were thi'ust in u-reg-ularly

into their origiual place, and several pieces were wedged

in on the opposite side of the card. It was clear that

when George began to shake the forbidden tree, he be-

came suddenly aware, by the faUing of the apples, that

he had got iato a confounded scrape, and tried to repair

it—partly by retimiing the tell-tales to their place, and

partly by concealing them in his mouth, or swallowing

them. But it would not do. It was fated that George

Goble's fame as a Great Seer was here to terminate ; he

had fought Us last tight, he had seen his last sight, among

honest men ; and although I shall not be at aU surprised

to find him again on the boards with his old itinerant

masters, (for he is really a clever though a somewhat

clumsy rogue,) it is improbable—and doidotless he felt

this—that he can ever be again countenanced by any re-

spectable mesmerist, however credulous.

First Postscript, August 2d, 1845.

Since the foregoirig narrative was written, I have

received a communication from Mr. A. B., uiviting me
8
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to cany my investigation of George Goble's powers of

clairvoyance yet furtlier,—lie (Mr. A. B.) still believing,

notwithstanding the boy's detected and avowed roguery,

that he really does possess those powers. I am quite

willing to admit, that although George is a cheat and a

Har, it does not necessarily follow that lie has never told

the truth ; and I now profess myself as ready as ever to

admit his power of clairvoyance, when this is shown to me
under circumstances where deception is impossible. But

sui'cly, in the present case, the onus probandi rests with

the believers in George, and not \y\\\\ me.

I have above stated that, on his detection, Goble M-aked

up from his supposed mesmerised condition. I now learn,

however, from Mr. A. B., that the young rogue was not

then awake, as we supposed, but was subsequently

awakened by liim in the due mesmeric form !
" he awoke

(he says) in an agony of tears, quite imcouseious of what

had i)assed, and remains so to this moment !" As there

is, as far as 1 know, no positive test of the mesmeric con-

dition short of the performance of the miracle of elaii'-

voyauee ; as Goble failed to pcrfom tins miracle ; as he

exliibits during liis so-called somnambulism not one dis-

coverable phenomenon which could not have been most

readily feigned ; and as he presented to us, at the period

of his confession, all the ordiuary signs of a man afl-ake,

—

I leave it to the decision of every unprejudiced reader of

the foregouig narrative—whether mesmerist or not —

which of the two following things is the most probable :—

(1) that G. G. was, at any time, in the bomfide somnam-
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bidic state here assumed by Mr. A. B. ; or (2) tliat lie

lyiiiglv pretended to be iii this state, and to awake there-

from,—just as he lyiugly pretended to see tlu-ongh onr

bo5.es ; and that ]Mr. A. B. was mistaken in the one case

as in the other.

In the communication above refeiTcd to, Mr. A. B.

writes of Goble as follows :

—" He admits that he had, on

many occasions, when he Avas unable to read by elauwoy-

ance, in his anxiety not to be considered unable to per-

form it, resorted to the contrivance in which the sagacity

of yom-self and friends so cleverly detected lum, but he

assures me, that it was done only occasionally, when the

power failed him." Credat Judceus apella, nan ego, J. F.

Second Postscript, October 21st, 18-15.

In taking my leave of George Goble, on the 7th of

August, I put into the possession of Mr. A. B. a small

sealed box, containing a single word printed in large

type ; with the understanding that I would, according

to his desire, renew my iuvestigation of the case, when-

ever the box was returned to me unopened, with the in-

closed word written on the outside of it. Some short

time afteiTvai-ds, I received a note from Mr. A. B. of

which the following is an extract

:

My deae Sir,

" You so completely frightened the boy by your

threats the other day that I have had great diilicidly in
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persuading Mm to read your box.* To-day, however, I

prevailed on liiin to do so, and in about three niinntcs he

said that the word is " Implements," or as he spelled it

impelments. Tliis I have \vi-itten upon the box, w'hose

seals you will find unbroken
;
indeed, he did it standing

at the desk, for ever sinee the affair with the pillow he

will not use it at aU, but roads without remoAong the

article from our sight, at desks and tables.

I should, of course, like to have your box opened in

my presence ; I would bring it down to you, but do not

know when you will be at home. Will you look in upon

me if you pass tliis way, and open the box yourself? that

is, provided the boy has rightly read it ; for if he is

wi-ong it will save time if you wiU immediately inform

me so, and he shall look at it again. But I feel great

confidence from the manner of his doing it, that he has

read it rightly : he named it readily, first the whole word,

tlwn letter by letter."

In reply to this note, I infonned A. B. that George's

reading was not very accurate, notwithstanding his care-

ful spelling of the word, " letter by letter." And as I

liave liad no further report of his success, after more

tliau two months, I may as well disclose the mystery

which baffled our seer ! The word so carefully read,

" letter by letter," as " Impelments," happens to be

• On detecting Goble's imposture, and while he was on his

knees confessing his immediate roguery, I endeavoured to terrify

him into a confession of former sins, by threatening to take him

before a magistrate if he did not tell the truth.

J. F.
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'•'Objections ;" as, I doubt not, Mr. A. B., ^^aLl flud

svbeu he lUlscl•e^TS and luiscals my box !

I may here meution that this is the second time iu

which my luilucky star has interfered with the manilesta-

tiou of climToyauce, even when my " atmosphere of in-

credulity" coidd not poison the facidties of the seer. On
the occasion of Alexis's exhibition at my honse, when

he failed completely to read in the boxes and sealed pa-

pers, a celebrated medical mesmerist present, took home

with him one of my envelopes, assni'mg me that he had

no doubt whatever but that he could induce Alexis to

read it at home, or that one of liis oavu patients woidd

do so. I begged that he would retmii the paper to me
with the word written outside; but it has never yet

reached me

!





dTouvti) ^mc£i.

mSS MAETINEAU'S J.

Altliougli tlie illnstfations coutaiued in tliis last series,

camiot, iu strictness, be said to be derived, like the pre-

ceeding, "from personal investigation," still as I was

the remote if not the immediate cause of the cxposnre

of the fallacy, and as the facts harmonize so much with

the others given above, I have requested and obtained

the permission of the Editor of the Athenajum, to re-

print them from the pages of that JoiuTial. I regret

that my plan does not allow me to insert the achnirable

editorial comments on this case which accompanied the

original statements.

I. Miss Mabtineau's Statement.

(Extractfrom the Letter dated Nov. 20, 1844.)

The next evening (Monday, October 14th,) J. did not

come up as usual to oui* seance. There was affliction in
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the household. An aunt of J.'s, Mrs. A., a good woman
I have long known, lives in a cottage at the bottom of oiu-

garden. Mrs. A.'s son, J.'s cousin, was one of the crew

of a vessel which was this evening reported to have been

MTcckcd near Hull. Tliis was all tliat was known, ex-

cept that the owner was gone to Hull to see about it.

J. was about to walk to Shields vrith. a companion to in-

quire, but the night was so tempestuous, and it was so

e\ddent that no news coidd be obtained, that she was per-

suaded not to go. But she was too much disturbed to

think of being raesuicri.sed. Next morning there was no

news. All day there were flying reports,—that all hands

were lost—that aU were saved— but notliing like what

aftenvards proved to be the truth. In the afternoon (no

tidings having arrived) we went for a long drive, and took

J. with \is. She was with us, in another direction, tOl

tea-time ; and then, on our return, there were still no

tidings ; but Mrs. A. was gone to Sliields to inqunc, and if

letters had come, she would bi'ing the news in the even-

ing. J. M'ent out on an errand, while we were at tea,

—

no person in the place liaving then any means of knowing

about the wreck ; and on her return, she came straight

up to us for her seance. Two gentlemen were vdth. us

that evening, one from America, the other from the

neigliboin-hood. I may say here, that avc note dovm at

the moment what J. says; and that ontliis evening there

was the additional security of my American fiiend repeat-

ing to me, on the instant, (on account of my deafness,)

every word as it fell.

J. was presently asleep, and her Mesmerist, knoAving
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the advantage of introduciug subjects ou which the miiid

had prenoiisly been excited, and how the uispii-atiou fol-

lows the coiu-se of the affections, asked, as soon as the

sleep was deep enough, "Canyon teU us about thewreck?"

J. tranquilly rcphed, " Oh ! yes, they're aU safe ; but the

ship is aR to pieces."

" Were they saved iii theu- boat ?
"

" No, that's all to pieces."

"How then?"

"A queer boat took them off; not their boat."

" Are yon sure they are all safe ?"

" Yes ; all that were on board : but there was a boy

killed. But I don't think it is my cousin,"

" At the time of the wi'eck ?"

" No, before the storm."

" How did it happen ?"

"By a fall."

" Down the hatchways, or how ?"

" No, he fell through the rigging, from the mast."

She presently observed, "My aunt is below, telling

them all about it, and I sliaU hear it when I go down."

My rooms being a selection from two houses, this "be-

low " meant two stories lower in the next house.

She continued talking of other things for an hour lon-

ger, and before she awoke, the gentlemen were gone.

After inquiring whether she was refreshed by her sleep,

and whether she had dreamed, (" No, ") we desired her to

let us know if she heard news of the wi'cck ; and she

promised, in all simplicity, that she would. In another

quarter of an hour, up she came, all animation, to tell us
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that her cousin and all the crew were safe, her aunt

having returned from Shields with the news. The Arreck

had occiu-red between Elsiuore and Gottcnbxu-g, and the

crew had been taken off by a fishing-boat, after two days

spent on the wreck, their ovTiboat having gone to pieces.

She was turning away to leave the room, when she was

asked,

—

"So all are saved—all who left the port ?"

"No, ma'am," said she, " all who were on board at the

time: but they had had an accident before;—a boy fcU

from the mast, and was killed on the deck."

Besides having no doubt of the rectitude of the girl,

we kiiew that she had not seen her axmt,—the ouly person

from \\liom tidings coidd have been olitained. But, to

make all sure, I made an errand to the cottage the next

morning, wcU knowing that the relieved mother woidd

]iour out her whole tale. My friend and I encouraged

her ; and she told us how she got the news, and when

slie brought it to Tyucmouth,—^,just as we knew before.

" How glad they must have been to see you ' at om-s'
!

"

said I.

"0 yes, ma'am :
" and she declared my landlady's de-

light.

"And J.," said I.

" Ma'am, I did not see J.," said she, simply and rapidly,

ill her eagerness to tell. Then, presently—" They told

me, uia'am, that J. was up stairs with you."

Two evenings afterwards, J. was asked, when in the

sleep, whether she knew what she related to us by seemg

her aunt tellmg the people below ? to which she repUed,
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" Xo ; 1 saw the place and tlic people tliemselvcs,— like

a usiou."

IIareiet Mautineau.

n. Letter from Dr. Forbes to the Editor of the

Athenaeum.

Sir,—Wliile preparing for the press a pamphlet just

: published on the subject of Mesmerism.* I requested my

friend Dr. Browii, of Bishopwcarmouth, to endeavour to

procure for me some positive information as to the hmnan

mamier in which the account of the shipwreck, &c. pro-

imdgated by Miss Martineau's J., in her mesmeric trance,

might have reached Tynemoutli. Dr. Bro^vn liimself

most kiudly imdertook the inquiiy ; and I inclose his

statement, and also the statement of a gentleman (Mr.

Greenhow) who was present at the memorable scancp, for

pubUcatiou in the Atheuajimi, as they did not reach me
in time to appear in the pamplilet. No one, I think,

: after reading the statements, M'ill entertam any further

doubt as to tlie character of J., or as to the actual value

of this " great fact" of Ivliss Martineau's narrative. The

* Mesmerism True— Mesmerism False : a critical examination of
he fact.5, claims and pretensions of Animal Magnetism. Edited by
i'>hn Forbes, M.D. F.K.s. I take this opportunity of stating, that

ii4 exctllent work, printed originally in the Journal edited by me,
; wri tc-n by my friend Mr Noble, of Manchester. I had no further

•are in its composition th.^n afr';rding some suggestions as to the

laii and supplying a few of the materials. I am the more anxious
) make this statement, as the |)imphlet has been translated into

erman, and my name affixed as the authi.T's. J. F.
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denouement is precisely such as every one who lias read

the liistory of Mesmerism critically must have expected

;

and harmonizes vronderfully with the results obtaiucd in

the many other similar oases detailed in the pamphlet re-

ferred to. " These wonders are too generally like the

Fata Morgana : afar off all is beautiful and distinctly de-

fined ; on approach, the very outUucs have vanished, and

are nowhere to be found !" The too-famous J. must

now descend from her dignified position as a Seer, and

henceforth take her place in that numerous band of clever

damsels, who with an admired pei-versity of spii-it, and

by the mere strength of mother-wit, have contrived to

make their own inventions pass «'ith their elders and

betters—with scientific doctors and erudite ladies—as

revelations of a power sui-passing human. Por this ca-

tastrophe she must thank Dr. Brown, to whom the pub.

lie are much indebted for the trouble he has taken to

come at the truth.

I am, &c.

John Foebes.

London, March 14, 1845.

TTT. Statement of Dr. Bbown, in a Letter to

Dr. Forbes.

Mrs. Halliday is mistress of the house in the High-

street, Tynemouth, in which Miss Martuieau lodged.

She is aunt to Jane Arrowsmith, an orphan, who Hves in

the house with her, and assists her in takuig care of it.

An uncle and another aunt of Jane Arrowsmith' s, and of
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the same name (Arrowsmitli), occupy a small cottage at

the bottom of the little garden or com-t, not above twenty

yards long, behind j^Ii's. HaUiday's house. On the Mon-

day, the day preceding the mesmeric seance, intelligence

was brought to AiTOWsmith's that the vessel in

which her son sailed was wrecked. She was at New-

castle, and did not herself receive the news tiU she re-

turned home late at night. She went on the followng

day to Shields to leam particulars fi'ora the owner of the

vessel, and from him got those particulars—of the total

wreck of the ship, of the saving of the crew by a foreign

boat, of the drowning of the sailor-boy some time pre-

viously, and the safety of all present during the ship-

wreck,—which are set forth in Miss Martineau's commu-

nication to the Athenaeum, and were the basis of Jane

Axrowsmith's (J.'s) mesmeric revelations. Mrs. Aitow-

smith returned with the joyful tidings of the safety of

her son, between five and sis. o'clock the afternoon,

and then went inimediatehj to her sistpr, Mrs. HaUiday,

to impart them to her. Jane Arrowsmith was in her

aunt HaUiday's house when Mrs. AiTOwsmith told the

tale, but not in the kitchen, where it was told to Mi'S. H.

and the other persons there. A person present when
Mrs. Arrowsmith nai-rated her tale to Mrs. Halliday,

told me that the circumstances of it were the subject of

conversation in the kitchen, in the interval between its

commimicatiou there and the mesmeric exhibition, and

that «iu:h comeaation took place in Jane's presence. There

was an, iiitenal of about three hours between the bringing

9
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of tlic ucws to Mi-s. Halliday's and the seance, the one

having taken place between five and six o'clock, the other

eighteen minutes past eight, according to the information

of a gentleman who was present at it, and who took notes

of what passed there. The statement of the time of the

arrival of the detailed information at Tynemouth and at

Mrs. Halliday's house, / hadfrom Mrs. Arrowsniith, mi-

firmed by Mrs. 'HalJiday. Jane An'owsmith (Miss Mar-

tiucau's J.) denied to me that she had a knowledge of the

'particulars of the wi'eck prior to the seance. What re-

liance is to be placed on this declaration I leave to the

decision of others, with the remark, that if she, a girl of

nineteen, evidently of good understanding and of much

natural acuteness, did remain for so long a period igno-

rant of facts which must have been of much interest to

her (for the life or death of her own cousin was involved

in them),—which had been discussed in her presence

—

which were perfectly well known, not only to her re-

lations immediately around her, but, within the period,

to almost every human being in the Uttle village of Tyne-

mouth,—then was as great a maiTcl effected in her per-

son, as when, in her sibylline condition, she revealed

those same facts without having herself received them

through any of the ordinary chaimels of himan informa-

1 ion. If, then, her veracity is to be implicitly relied on,

we are compelled to conclude that two miracles were in

one day accomplished in her person.

The gentleman already referred to as ha^^ng been pre-

sent at the seance [Mr. Greenhow] was with me when I
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keld the conversatiou with the parties mentioned. I

hope to be able to send you a communication from lum

respecting that by to-moiTOw's post.

J. Brown.

Bishopweamuidh, March 10, 1845.

IV. Extract from Mr. Greenhow's Statement,

IN A Letter to Dr. Brown.

Tynemouth, March 10, 1845.

I saw Mrs. AiTOwsmith agaia to-day, and questioned

her further. She spoke more decidedly than yesterday,

land expressed her firm assurance that Jane must have

heard aU the pai-ticulars of the shipwi'eck at least three

:hours before her mesmeric revelation of it. She also in-

formed me that she knows Mrs. W. (Miss Martiaeau's

lady-mesmerist) to have painted with her maid in conse-

quence of the latter ha\Tng twitted Jane mth this fore-

knowledge, and also expressed her opinion to her mistress

on the subject in very decided terms. I forgot to men-

tion yesterday that the letter—the only one received

—

containing the fuU particulars of the wreck of the Henry

^

and loss of the boy, a short time after leaving England,

'was received by the owner of the vessel, a resident in

'Shields, on Sunday the 13th day of October, and there-

fore the whole of the particulars were well known in the

neighbourhood on the Monday, although it does not ap-

pear that the Arrowsmiths were acquainted with them

until Tuesday,

It is worthy of remark, that the proposal to inquire
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about the shipwreck, on the evening of the famous seance,

was made by Ifr*. W. herself, shortly after its commence ,

ment ; that Mrs. W. did not take tea with Miss Martineau, i lor^

Ml". (the American gentleman,) and myself, but only
'

made her appearance at the same time with Jane, a quarter

past 8 P.M. ; and that immediately after Jane had given

the statement contained in the Athenaeum, Mrs. W.
claimed it as an indubitable proof of the truths of Mes-

merism ; and at different times, subsequently, during the

course of the evening, asked if it was not convincing, and

appeared very evidently displeased because I expressed

my conviction that Jane had dividged no fact she had not i

acquired through orduiaiy sources of information,—at. the:

same time allowing, that if she could prove J.'s entii'e ig-

norance of the circumstances before entering that room,

it would induce me to consider Mesmerism much more

worth investigation. * *

V. Attested statement of Barhwra Cole, maid-servant to

Mr. Wm. Eeay, late owner oftlie ship Henri/.

Her master received the letter giving an account of

the wreck of the Henry, on Monday, the 14th of October,

and communicated to her all the particulars that sjie

might be able to answer the inquiiies of the relatives of

the crew, which it is usual for them to make at the owner's

house on these occasions ; and she states that on the

same day (Monday) Mrs. Arrowsmith's little girl called

to inquire the news of the Henry, saying her mother had
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: gone to Newcastle. She commmiicated to this little girl

: aU the particulars of the wreck ; and on the following

1 morning (Tuesday, the 15th of October) about ten o'clock,

'. Mi's. Arrowsmith, accompanied by the same little gir\>

called and had recapitulated to her aU the minute cii'Ciun-

stances attending the loss of the vessel.

Bakbaea Cole, her X Mark.

: Signed in the^

presence of

Mahy Reay.

Henbt Walkeb, Benson.

.Maky Taylor.

riNis.

10
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