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Def. Docs 2577, p. 6, lines 8 and 9 should read;
On thh: 10th day of $eptember, 1947
At 1st Demobilization Bureau

Page 6, lines 11 and 16, ngme *HARA, Seiji' should be "SABKY, Chihirof,
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Translated by
Defense Language Branch

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAI, FOR THE FAR EAST
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ARAKI, Sadao, et al

Deponent: SAKAKIHARA, Kazuye

Having first dvly swvorn an oath as on attached sheet

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country -

I hereby depose as follows. |

le My name is SAKAKTHARA, Kazuye and my address is |
Ichigaya Honshio-cho, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo. I am nov in the }
post of Chief of the Personnel Section of the First Demobili-

zation Bureau. Yhen the war ended, I was Chief of the

General Affairs Section of the General Staff. Prior to the

war, that is, during the veriod from 1936 (Showa 1l1) to

1940 (Showa 15), I served as a member of the Personnel

Section of the War Ministry, therefore I am fully aware of

laws and ordinances concerning the appointments, dismissals,

etc. of the servicemen of the Japanese Army and the actual f

application of them. I will hereinafter depose concerning
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the apppintpents and dismissals of Army officers, among
other matters, whether or not they could be relieved of

i their status or quit office rregly at their own will.

| 5. Tn the Ordinance Concerning the Status of the
Army Officer (Defense Document No. 1337), it was provided
for that an Army officer, after being commissioned as an
officer, was treated as a holder of a permanent office and
accorded the corresponding privileges; while during the
term of his military service, he was under obligation to
devote himself to military duties, and could not leave :
) his post as he wished, nor was he permitted to enter the ;
| reserve 1list from the active at his will. Now I will

state points referring to both tstatus' (kan) and toffice!

(Shoku).

3. Concerning Permanency of Office.

Article 3 of the Ordinance Conce?ning the Status of F
the Army Officer reads:
" WThe officer, unless he comes under one of the following
items, shall not lose his status:
(1) In case he is relieved of his status at his own
5 request. .
I (2) 1In case he is dismissed by the Imperial sanction
or the ground that he acted against his duty as

an officer and impaired his honor as an officer.
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ment, except vhen he was sentenced to less than one
year's impris: ~--f ~:~rn0ding to the- Army Criminal
Law or thé Navy Criminal Law.™
This is a protective stipulation which clarifies that
the status of the military officer shall not be lost except
in the above three cases. The first item which rezds:
“In case he 1s relieved of his sgatus at his own request,"

does not mean that he will be relieved whenever he merely

requests it, but that it is only whern his reavest is permitted

by the auvthorities concerned. And in the actual applicetion
of this rrovision, any request to be relieved of ore's status
was svbject to ap iron custom which actuslly never permitted
it til.ough reqrested. T have heefd that there was an instance
in which, 2rovrné the time of the foundation of the Lrmy
ir the !eiji era, =2 general vho was involved in some eriminel
case wren it v-~s poing to be a public affair requested to
be relieved of his stetus so as not to impair orenly the
honor of the statuvs and he va: gismiscsed. Hovever, since
then there h=s never teen 2n instance of dismissal ir
accordance wvith the application of this item.

4. Concerning the'offi_.e' (shoku)

There are four cases in Thich an officer on the active

list 1s authorized to leave his office: 'Awaiting orders!,

_3...
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‘Temporary retirement from ol’ice', 'Suspension I'rom oi'ficei

and 'Transfer to the first reserve',

(1) 'Awaiting orders' was ordered to 'those officers
on the active 1ist

b
f

vho vere to be placed temporarily
out of duty'. (Article 6 of the same ordinance).
(2) 'Temporary retirement from office! was ordered

to '"those whose term of absence from office, owing

to wounds or illness, reached six months. In this

case, however, such persons might be ordered to

| Temporary retirement from office' at their request
| before the term of six months ended, (Article 7 of

the same ordinance)

(3) 'Suspension from office’ was ordered to 'those

officers who committed an act deserving disciplinary

punishment'. (Article 8 of the same ordinance)

(4) 'Transfer to the first reserve! was ordered t-

il

"those officers vunder the order of 'Awvaiting orders',

'Temporary retirement from office', or 'Suspension

from office' due to their health condition or the

necessity for renlacenant!. This '"Transfer to the

first reserve' could bhe ordered at the request of

the officer in quectior orly in case he was considered

disabled for serving ir the active service owing to
wounds or illness.,

(Article 10 of the same ordinance).
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Such being the case an officer on the acti‘e list
was permitted to leave his office only vhen he'rQQuested
to be ordered to 'Temporary retirement from office! or

'Transfer to the first resepve! on the ground that he was
% .

:E‘ N

list. (Article 7, Proviso and Article 10, Clause 2 of gpe

incapacitated due to wounds op 1llness from conducti

business or executing duties as an officer on the ac

same ordinance).

The procedvre in this case is rrovided for in Article
5 of Chapter 2 of the Refgulations Relative to the Applica- -
tion of thé Ordinance Concerning the Service of the Army
Officer. (Defense Document No. 1335). A4s for the medical

certificate to go with the written request for resignationg

‘l L%
1t was usually written by a surgeon attached to the unit ?? N
or the Army hospital in t*e locality concerned; and then 2 E‘l
-,
it was to be approved Dy & superlor surgeon attached to the ﬁ

unit, or the director of the Army hospital; and when approved
by the Divisior Commander or a person of equal anthority, tt
was reported to the Wer Miri.ter, Therefora, it was entire-
ly inconceivable for aryorne T felgn illness

5. Such being the case, an Army offizer, so far as
he was healthy enough to cor ot bucinese or to serve in
the active service, covld by nc means leave his office on

such grounds as that he chericshed views contradicting
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his superior. There might be some Eases when a subordinate,
held different views from his superior's, he was transferred
to some other post. Such transfer was carried out not on
his ovn request, but in accordance with the decision of the
; | superiors concerned vhen it was deemed just and proper,

by way of control or unity of the vnit, to transfer him to

some other post.
On CHISTee. Qay of _ . ... . 5 1989
9 | At

Deponent: /S/ SAKAKIHARA, Kazuye (seal)

I, HARA, Seiji, hereby certify that the absve statement
was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and
seal thereto in the presence of this Witness.

On the same date

At the same place

/S/ HARA, Seiji, (secal)
% - OATH
In sccordance vwitkr ~r conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding rothing and adding nothing.

/S/ SL.JXI'4RA, Kazuye (seal)
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