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ACADEMY OF

COMPARATIVE PHILOSOPHY & RELIGION (ACPR)
Gurudev Mandir, Hindwadi, Belgaum-590 011.
Ph. : 0831-2467231

e-mail : info@acprbgm.org Website : ww.acprbgm.org

OUR VISION & MISSION

Sri Gurudev Dr. R. D. Ranade, MA, D. Litt. was one of the greatest
Mystic Saints of the modemn India. He was a world known philosopher. His
philosophic literary work from his books The Constructive Survey of
Upanishadic Philosophy' to 'Bhagwadgita as the Philosophy of God
Realisation' have left behind memorable glorius imprints. He has been Vice
Chancellor of Allahabad University and also Professor, Head and Dean of
Philosophy therein. He had a vision and concern to achieve holistic welfare of
the entire humankind as his family through the sustained awareness of
spiritual unity in the varicties of diversity. Gurudev conceived the ACPR in
1924 at Pune. Elaborate 'Prospectus’ forthe ACPR prepared by him testifies to
his vision and its implementative concern. In 1952, Sri Gurudev Ranade
registered the ACPR, Belgaum as a PublicTrust in the Educational and
Resecarch Category. In 1965, Hon'ble President of India, Dr. S. Radhakrishnan
-an associate of Sri Gurudev, inaugurated the present building of ACPR. It is
popularly known as Gurudev Mandir. Soon a quarterly journal 'Pathway to
God' was started and has stepped into 47th year of its publication. ACPR has
published lots of books written by eminent writers and are available for sale.
ACPR has a well equipped library containing many rare volumes for use of
general readers as well as Research Scholars. A college for Yoga, "Dr. Ranade

College of Yogic Sciences and Research" was started in 2006. It is afTiliated to
Karmatak University, Dharwad.

The Objects of ACPR :,

¢  To work for the spiritual unity of the mankind and consequent peace
and goodwill upon carth, bringing together intellectual and spiritual
minded persons through, 1. Spiritual ~ Symposiums 2. Study and
research. 3. Lectures 4. Meeting and conferences and 5. Religious and
Philosophical Publications.

¢ To start, or co-operate with institutions in different centers for the
development of the above aims and objects. ACPR is and will continue
to be an educational and research centre of the international context in
the comparative study .and research in the philosophies and religions
of the world to achieve the above objectives.
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Editorial ...

New Year is not about changing the Dates but Direction;
It's not about changing the Calendar but Commitment;
It's not about changing the Actions but Attitude;

It's not about changing the Fruit but Faith, Force and Focus!
May you Commit and create the best New Year ever!

“To live is the rarest thing in the world. Most people exist, that is
all.”

— Oscar Wilde

The culture of India is among the world's oldest, reaching back about
5,000 years. Many sources describe it as "Sa Prathama Sanskrati
Vishvavara' — the first and the supreme culture in the world. India is a very
diverse country, and different regions have their own distinct cultures.
Language, religion, food and the arts are just some of the various aspects of
Indian culture. There are about 22 official languages and nearly 400 living
languages spoken in various parts of the country. Most of the languages of
India belong to two families, Aryan and Dravidian. Every culture in every
language mentions about a supreme power, the creator and the force behind
all LIFE.

Part of our "sin" as humans is our attitude of "I'll do as I will." "God will
not tell me what to do and rule over me."We do not like God telling us what
to do. We do not want anyone telling us what to do”. We want to be "Gods"
ourselves. We want to decide what will be done. We want to be the “an
authority". It is sometimes in our nature to rebel against God. We think we
know what is best for us. We want to control the things that happen in our
life. Sometimes we want to control other people and what happens in their
lives.

No one knows the meaning of life, some choose God, and some choose
self or try to be God. But, life is full of discovery. Some may opine that there
is no meaning of life. Nobody asks to be born, but you're here anyway. Make
the best of things while you're here. If your life needs meaning then the true
meaning of life is to love and serve God.

The meaning of life is that we exist; that we are products of some
unknown force called creation, and that we should all support and affiliate
with that force in every one of its manifestations. The difference between life
and the inanimate is that life has consciousness. Awakening the
consciousness makes life worth living. Perhaps the true meaning of life is to
find peace with God. For most people it is impossible to believe in God
because it doesn't make any scientific sense for such an entity to exist. But to
others the "Big bang theory" as a cause for the creation of the universe might
be equally difficult to believe in.
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All spiritual leaders and followers give the same message in different

languages and versions. Finally, every message is similar to Buddha's
Universal Message:

e  Tohelpthose who physically suffer to overcome physical suffering;
To help those who are in fear to overcome fear;

To help those who are in mental pain to overcome mental pain;

May all sentient being be well and happy.

Thus LIFE is serving God and his creations in all forms and we
are committed to serve God by serving all other living beings as well.
Any human being can attain this state of total enlightenment by
cultivating and practicing the path to please God and the pathway
milestones are:

1. Trusting God 2.Praising God and meditating joyfully on him,
3.0ffering ourselves to God, 4.Praying for the human world,
5.Looking out for people in need and helping them in whatever way
we can, 6.Getting to know God better by serving his people,
7.Developing spiritual health, 8.Treating people appropriately, 9.
Giving generously and 10.Taking an honest approach to business.

And the result: God takes delight in his people; he crowns the
humble with his salvation.

“You do not do something to "earn" salvation. It is a gift from
God”

Mae West has rightly said “You only live once, but if you do it
right, once is enough.”

I will conclude with my gratitude to every author and person
associated with Pathway to God. “Let us be grateful to the people who
make us happy; they are the charming gardeners who make our souls
blossom."

Let almighty grant each one of us the serenity to accept the
things we cannot change, courage to change the things we can, and
wisdom to know the difference.

Happy reading.

Prof. D. G. Kulkarni
dgkgoa@gmail.com
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My Master Departs

UG dTd ATARER™
(The Marathi poem composed by Gurudev R.D. Ranade)
HUSH 91 AAREN | FgUN AT 1" @ HS! | 12|
ATl TNt WifiTae ATt | Jad ureft @nfdet 1111
farsa famfadt arauredt ST | AT Wit Fioft TTEarEt 11311
Jreid! g1 T w2 Taan | Wit wrefaar 39 o 1%
o #1 aRk TEs o T | FHg1 HA1 9 SR |14l
T agtfan amft 9 FA | A TS TS g1
A AT Thtedl fed | Hie Siiaw i |1l |

AT YU eitan fE HaR | T 0w Aot 9| | I¢l|
farea Tzt wivelt W | w0 Sfieq St St 11211

My Master Departs

*You thought your mission was over,
And departed from here so soon.
You gave up all your functions,
With a cautious pre- intimation.

"Who will preach devotion after you ?"
The disciples fondly enquire.
"Why worry ? The Lord will look to it.
God's work will continue for ever."
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With this my Master sealed his lips,
His mind absorbed in meditation.
No food, no drink did he take
For full days eleven.

Thursday night, his last night here
Bhajan went on near him in the hall.
With heavy hearts and tearful eyes
They lit camphor, cried '"Vithal Hail',

A glance at the last flicker of the flame,
A clap of his hands and he breathed his last.
Thus did the Master leave his body,

His light dissolving in the Light Divine.

Transcreated by: Sri M.S. Deshpande (1963, Ist editon),
Dr. R.D. Ranade's

Life of Light, Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay, p.44.

We should make it a point to get up after the first phase of sleep
is over. In order that we should be able to get up early in the
morning, we should eat very little at night or may not eat at all,
so that at least hunger will wake us up and then we may be able

to meditate without being disturbed by sleep.

- Gurudev Ranade
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Benedictions To Mahalinga
(The Kannada Poem composed by Sri Rudrappa
Hippargi the disciple of the Saint of Umadi in the Devanagari script)

TS HETios IAgH | e aiy|
HIE IUTfredia |9 | $eeiian |19
gfeadfea e weneg | aRaTfoga
Freafrents @ v | eyl wig
T Fg, o wewfag | gegfem anoag
fafeqga o wg7s wefEg 11211
wfvor ufesa gia geet | Frgaasa |
TR0 A HAF A | \wrane i weares
YT | WA g faeg F1gE oRg
g W fafega | IRURER ars
HeeTa s Al | 1R1)

refeaurea AMeaq | giwal|
s et | FEfiefs Afager
e Hieg w4 wfagd | qfe o gig

TG Ao USY |aie | 1311

Benedictions to Mahalinga, the Lord of Umadi,

The guardian of the saintly, O Inchagerivasa,
The indistintive and peerless one are you;
Benedictions to Mahalinga,. the Lord of Umadi.
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The rearer of your dear votaries here on earth

With care from day-to-day, O Shankara,. the truthful one.
Cleanse my mind, O the Maker of me, the truthful one.
The exterminator are you of the fear of death.

O Sadguru Kadasiddha, the eternal one;

Benedictions to Mahalinga, the Lord of Umadi.

The guradian of the world and destroyer of the Evil,
O Tripuranthaka, the saviour of the ones who serve

and sing in praise of you,
The wizard are you. O Panchapashaka, the holiest of the holy,
The retriever of honour of the ones crying for your mercy.
O The Restorer of wisdom and the Dispellor of oblivion.
Manifest are you in the minds of your supplicants,
The ultimate Liberator, the beautious treasure of virtues;
Benedictions to Mahalinga, the Lord of Umadi.

The Lord of the guardian angels of eight directions,
O Sadguru Jangama. the Supreme, the Creater you are;
Exterpating the sufferings of the ones having in you
the earnest faith,
You enable them sail smoothly till they reach
their destined time;
Shower the rain of Ambrosial-Nectar on to the world,
Kudos to you O Lord, the victorious Sadguru;
Benedictions to Mahalinga. the Lord of Umadi.

Transcreated by :

- Prof Yashwanth Achar
H. No.- 45. Heera Baugh,
Udupi - 576 103.
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Suprabhata To Sri Sadgurunatha
"o AT

(The Kannada Poem composed by
Sri Joshi Tikoti in the Devanagari script)

TR A[E1Y UF Fout-d ||
Teg 1 InGH SETgWE | |9l

TS TR IaaRay Ryl |
wd wefe 7 fafesfigt ||
g frehg geiag ki)
Toad i gAe U= /I |11

Tefatigs wie Tefaf s gfe|
Tefafies waw urmmH ||
T5ed et 3 emudaw T |
Tofer g ATg TSR T |1R11

U ToeaH, U IAGITH |
g At SgHnfauTeE ||
u= foer wehe rrsfoa aasias|

HHARH [od 1 TS | |31

Rise O Sadgurunatha, the Ocean of mercy,
Get Thee up, O Umadisha, the Lord of the Cosmos.

Embellish'd art Thou in the visible form here in this world.
Reveal'd me the mysteries taught in the tenets of all religions.
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Shown me Isha invisible even the Vedas
Made me bless one indeed Gurudeva
Rise O Sadgurunatha the ocean of mercy

Through none but a Guru is devotion and liberation,
Through none buta Guru is the attainment of Lord Superme:
Why then should I look for other gods O Gurudeva?

Would only the grace of Guru adequate enough?

Rise O Sadgurunatha, the ocean of mercy.

Fortunate art Thou O Gurudeva, the Lord of Umadi.
Fortunate are Thou the guardian of the righteous living.
Fortunate art Thy devotees who perform aarti to Thee;
Rise O Gurudeva at once, the Liberator of the devotees;
Rise O Sadgurunatha, the ocean of mercy.

Transcreated by:
- Prof. Yashwanth Achar,
H. No. 45;: Heera Baugh, UDUPI-576 103

E-mail : yashwanth-6@yahoo.com

"Shri Gurudev referred to the following experience which he
had at Satna railway station. The reference came when
Bhavatarak's song "Drstiyolage driti nintitu" (the sight got
fixed up in sight) was being discussed. "The world after my
meitation wore a new appearance. | saw altogether a new
world." "A mystic enjoys bliss in the midst of cosmos or
existence higher bliss overshadows lower happiness. The
vision of God drives away lower joys and endows a devotee
with the highest bliss."
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How Can I forget My Guru?
TR IS
(The kannada poem composed by
Sri. Bhagvantappa in the Devanagari Script)

T RIS | ToleH]|
| AES! |41

T AT 7RASa |
TRIenE fafsfaeas ||
afiafifife fafefa wig|

WEEH dIRfEeas |13,

HeaAts afs 1919 |
e 5 Wifs ||
RAfA degfa | Fgl
ArfewieA! ofd ||
aifsifaea gfeg gfeg |
18 9= fasht &g 11211

ug Hfg ¥eX | gieg |
diea gRaq |
Teg UTSTR | Ffg |
Tires fefefied 11
FISTAST HAGTSN
e fifem 11311

sitarg aTfrefegigt | S |
i e |
A A WS | WS |
aved wfeeg 1
LW =g |
furg frgriefy axfaeg 11¥))

.rj)aﬂ;u;ay fo fgod

g
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How can | forget my Guru? How can I
Forget him, the one who released my
Physical desires? And how can I forget.
The one who taught me umpteen ways of
Seeking Para Brahma within me!

How can I forget my Guru?

Coward was I for all my stupidity,

Also very wicked was [;

Followed and followed my fickle Mind

And very much spoiled was I!

Worked heavily like a hired ox, only to harm myself ?
How can I forget my Guru?

He enabled me part with

The charmed company of Three-Comrades!
And made me abandon my Six-Enemies!
Stabilized my mind firmly

In the Universal Spiritual Principle:

How can I forger my Guru?

Having empowered me to break the backbone

Of Eight-Warriors.

He enabled me dislodge the Seven-Chieftains;
And made me see the light of countless lightenings
Within the house of pitchy darkness!

How can I forget my Guru?

And then he locked all the Nine-doors
Simultaneously and liberated me

So that in this world I'm not born again;
Thus made me experience my mind blend in
Chidananda all around and everywhere,
How can I forget my Guru?

Transcreated by:

- Prof. Yashwant Achar,

H. No. 45; Heera Baugh, UDUPI
e-mail : yashwanth-é6(wyahoo.co
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Bhausaheb Maharaj Umdikar (1843-1914)
(SHRI VYANKTESH KHANDERAO DESHPANDE)

India has a tradition of many great saints and seers from the
ancient past. Even in the modern period, we have seen many saints
who made all out efforts to educate and elevate the life of people
through their teachings. Bhausaheb Maharaj Umdikar is one such
great saint. He not only helped to raise the spiritual level of many
people but also produced world famous philosopher-saint disciples
Gurudev Ranade (1886-1957). His two other disciples, Amburao
Maharaj and Shivalingavva attained similar heights, Kakasaheb
Tulpule, Kakasaheb Karkhanis, Sayyad Alli Sarkavas and others
are well also known disciples. They have done very good work in
spreading the teachings of Bhausaheb Mahara;j.

Most important part of the teachings of Bhausaheb Maharaj is
proper integration of normal worldly life and the spiritual life. He
showed by his example that even a common man can achieve God-
Realisation while still continuing to lead normal worldly life by
devoting certain time regularly for parmartha. Gurudev Ranade
has described Nimbaragi Maharaj - the Guru of Bhausaheb Maharaj
and his Guru Bhausaheb Maharaj as having the similar spiritual
attainments as Jnaneshvar and Tukaram.

Bhausaheb was born in Umdi (Tal. Jat; Dist. Sangli,
Maharashtra State) on the Ramnavami day in the year 1843. He had
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very sharp intelligence and was very meticulous in whatever work
that he undertook. He showed his spiritual interest and power of
gathering people around him even in his childhood. He was a
devotee of Hanuman in his early childhood and was faithfully
carrying out his ritualistic duties. But soon he met another saint
named Sadhubuva (1829-1879) who showed him the quotations of
Saint Ramdas describing that God is everywhere and even within us
and one can realise the God by proper meditation etc. He took
Bhausaheb to Nimbaragi Maharaj. Nimbaragi Maharaj gave him
the Divine Name through Sadhubuva and Bhausaheb started his
meditation practice very regularly and intensively. He overlooked
the criticism of relatives and friends and continued his sadhana
vigorously.

He would go to fields outside without any fear of wild animals
and in adverse weather conditions to continue his meditation. Even
in the house, for carrying out his meditation, he made special
arrangements, with the help of bamboos, to stand erect, without
sleep in the night. During the day time he would attend his normal
duties of the house and family responsibilities of managing Vatan'
of several villages. He also attended the court and administrative
offices of the State of Jat to help many people to get their problems
solved.

He was married and had three sons and a daughter. He also had
to shoulder responsibilities of the families of his elder brothers. In
the later age he passed on the family responsibilities to the grown up
family members and entirely devoted himself to his spiritual
sadhana and to spread the message of Nimbaragi Mahara;j.

Nimbaragi Maharaj was very happy with the rapid progress of
Bhausaheb in having the vision of Divine and not only see but also
hear the names of God during meditation. This enabled Bhausaheb
to be a Sadguru himself and impart Divine names to others..
Looking to this progress of Bhausaheb and his having the vision of
God, Nimbaragi Maharaj before his departure from this world
(1885), handed over all his spiritual knowledge and merits, as well
as showered his blessings on him.
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Bhausaheb Maharaj had initially toured in the surrounding
areas of Jat; Jamkhandi; Solapur etc. along with Nimbaragi
Maharaj. Nimbaragi Maharaj had advised Bhausaheb to visit
various places for spreading the message of devotion to God, and
also advised him to initiate disciples. Bhausaheb, however, did this
sparingly during the life time of Nimbaragi Maharaj.

After the death of Nimbaragi Maharaj he started his work of
spreading the message of the teachings and devotion to God in a
very intensive manner in the area without caring for his health. He
had thousands of disciples from all castes and creeds who
themselves made good progress in meditation but also in God
Realisation . He also established a Math at Inchgiri with the
samadhi of Nimbaragi Maharaj.

He never believed in miracles and explained the stories of
Puranas and miracles of saints of the past in a rational way
understandable to the moderm world. He also explained that God
alone has all the supreme powers and makes the laws of nature
which we really do not know fully. Once you try to get closer to the
God by the process of meditation, you can better understand the
world and its mysteries. He used to advise the people that one must
first examine one's own behaviour and thinking and to improve
oneself, if one has to progress in this world both in material and
spiritual terms. His most important message before his departure
for good (on 29th January 1914) was that one should not give up
his meditation even if the lightening strikes at him. The name of
God given to you by the Sadguru is the only support in this life and
nothing else can save you from the entanglements of this world.

The work on letters written by Bhausaheb Maharaj to his
disciples and compilation of devotional songs, containing spiritual
experiences of various saints, and used by him in his discourses,
was done by Gurudev Ranade and preserved as a treasure. Now it is
available in a book form. Teachings of Maharaj are now available in
book form as well as in audio cassette form. These are helpful
guides for the intcrested readers and sadhakas.
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One can visit Umadi (Bhausaheb Maharaj Math) Inchgiri,
(Samadhis of Nimbaragi Maharaj, Bhausaheb Maharaj and
Amburao Maharaj), Nimbaragi (Nimbaragi Maharaj Samadhi)
and Nimbal (Gurudev Ranade Ashram) as well as Jat
(Shivalingavva Math) and get spiritual encouragement to learn to
walk on the Pathway to God even while treading on this worldly
path in one's life.

'm . There are many places in the
= u o hillocks around Umdi where
i Bhausaheb Maharaj used to go to
:;@, meditate for long hours in
u" daytime. This old temple below a

g small hillock is one such place.
ﬂ'h;’ 18

1.2:; % ";ﬂe-,&f‘ ~’ ﬂ From

'Brief Biographies of Five Great
Saints of Modern India'

Written and published by

Dr. H. D. Kopardekar

_—

Order in spiritual experience : There is not a fixed order in
spiritual experiences. It may differ from individual to individual.
Look at the great master of our own Sampradaya, Shri.
Bhausaheb Maharaj, Shri. Baba or Smt. Shivalingavva show a
good deal of variety in their experiences and also in the order |
thereof Not that there is no similarity in the spiritual experiences
but temperamental differences determine which experience a lE
person will mainly have. There was a mistaken belief that |
spiritual development is linear. Really speaking it is multilinear
as learned men like Alexander point out. When a bomb explodes, |
splinters, fly in all directions, so also in spiritual life there is an [
explosion which gives rise to Variegated experiences. Naturally |
which gives the question of order in them is irrelevant.

P e

- Gurudev Ranade |
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Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj's Role in
Annhilating Ego of his Disciples

History has recorded how several persons have fallen a prey to
their ego (bodily consciousness or 2gWiE) in spite of their

outstanding achievements at one time or the other either in the
worldly or in the spiritual spheres. In this connection, the Saint of
Nimbargi (the spiritual teacher of Sri Bhausaheb Maharaj
Umadikar) has a remedial measure, "You should be afraid of losing
due to pride whatever little you have and hence nip the pride in the
bud. If it sprouts in the mind it should be instantly destroyed."
(Gajendragadakar S., Bhagawat S 1975 : 42). Needless to say here
that subtler the ego harder would be the task of overcoming it. This
article gives an account of how in the following eight important
incidents the Saint of Umadi (The SU)/SriBhausaheb Maharaj
Umadikar has successfully executed this delicate task of
eliminating the subtle ego of his spiritually most advanced disciples
like Amburao Maharaj/Amtruraya/ Baba, Sri Shivalingavva (SV),
Rambhauw/Gurudeo Ranade (GR).

The first two incidents are related to the elimination of ego of
Baba. The third and the fourth incidents are related to the wiping out
of ego of SV, and the fifth to the destruction of ego of both SV and
GR. The last three incidents are about the annhidation of ego of GR.
I project first how Baba's ego about his ability to follow the two
VOWS 1.€., to give up Parastri (to have lustful contact with a woman
other than one's own wife), Paradhana (avarice) in the old age with
ease has been destroyed by the SU.

i) Baba had gone to the forest when the SU came to the
Inchageri Muth unexpectedly. The SU sat waiting for Baba in the
Muth. Baba had heard the sounds of hoofs of the horse in the
crevice. He came out of the crevice and looked around and there
was none to be seen. He went back to the crevice to continue the
meditation. After sometime, Baba heard the voice, "Get up. Or else
shall I ride the horse on you?" Having convinced that the SU must
have already come, Baba got up from the meditation and went to the
Muth and he (Baba) saw the SU sitting in the Muth. The SU
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suggestively asked, "It seems that you hardly comprehend the
clues. Should I ride the horse on your body?"

That was not a Saturday. It was all puzzle to Baba as to why the
SU might have come unannounced. But Baba could not dare ask the
SU and therefore Baba remained silent.

The SU camped at the Inchageri Muth on that day. Finishing
his refreshment, and the Bhajan (community singing of hymns)
Baba and the SU sat together in a room. In the course of
conversation the SU asked Baba, "Amburaya, is everything going
on fine 7" Not getting the innuendo of the enquiry Baba said, "I have
already crossed fifty. What should I fear now?" "Very good ! If you
say that you have nothing to fear I am relieved of a "burden"* I was
bearing hitherto. Now go to your room and get the horse ready for
the tomorrow morning. I have to go to Umadi." Thus said the SU.

After taking leave of the SU, Baba went to his room and sat for
meditation there. But Baba began to ruminate over the event and
became restless for neither could he interrupt the SU that night, nor
could he discuss it the next day as it was the day of observance of
silence of the SU. The night was spent in the ruffled state of mind by
Baba. The next day morning Baba got the horse ready and kept it in
front of the Muth. Seeing the SU starting his journey on the horse
Baba felt even more restless and disheartened with the thoughts that
there would be none to take his "burden" thereafter, he ran,
following the SU covering a distance of about a couple of miles.
Then incidentally the SU stopped and climbed down from the
horse.

Taking long strides Baba ran towards the SU and prostrated
and held the feet of the SU tightly on the road itself. The SU could
not bear the plight of Baba and broke his observance of silence and
asked," Amburaya, what happened? Why have you come running?
Get up." Baba cried panting and sobbing, "Yesterday night you told
that you are relieved of my "burden". Unless you tell me with whose
support I should live I won't leave your feet."”

"Because you said that now you have nothing to fear I told so"
said the SU. Baba pestered further, "Unless you assure me that you
would continue to bear my "burden" unto my last moment I will not
leave your feet." Then the SU admonished and consoled Baba, "Till
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the last moment, you should not trust your body. Get up and go to
the Muth. Here I take your responsibility till your last breath."
(Dasram 1982:103-05).

The next incident is related to the removal of ego of Baba born
out of his maiden writing of a poem in the state of meditation.

ii) Once Baba went to the forest at Inchageri for meditation.
In the course of meditation he heard a song. He took it down on a
piece of paper promptly. Then, when the SU came to Inchageri.
Baba took out that piece of paper with all humility and read it out.
The SU expressed joy and wonder-over it and said, "Where is it?
Give me that paper." Taking that piece of paper from Baba the SU
tore it off to pieces and then remarked, "I have instructed you to do
meditation. Have | ever asked you to take it down? When nobody
reads what Tukaram and Ramdas have written, who will bother to
read your poem"? (Kulkarni P.H. 1995:243).

The next two incidents are related to the elimination of ego of
SV born out of her strict austerities. The following incident
indicates how the SU destroys the ego of SV who thought that none
of the lady disciples of the SU could sit for a longer time in
meditation than she could.

iii) Soon after initiating a Brahmin woman named Gangabai,
the SU asked her to go to the upstairs for mediation where SV was
meditating. The SU handed over a beetle nut (Supari) to Gangabai
and instructed her, "Sit for meditation with the bettle-nut in your
hand. Do not get up from meditation. "How long would this lady sit
for meditation?"-so thought SV very lighty of the other woman. But
SV was amazed to learn that Gangabai was absorbed in meditation
even after three hours: The whole day was .spent like this in
meditation. Amazed SV understood that it was due to action of the
SU. (Sangoram K.D. 1964:226).

The next incident reveals how SV had developed ego
regarding her ability to sit for meditation of a much longer duration
than before and how she paid the price for it in her worldly life.

iv) SV wrote a letter to the SU, "I used to water a banana plant
with a small pot. But now [ am doing it with the bucket-lift." The SU
felt that such a kind of ego is not at all admissible as it obstructs her
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spiritual progress and he answered her letter. But he retained the
letter with him without sending it to her. However, he sent a
message orally, to her. "The roots of Banana plant are shrouded with
piercing thorns. Be careful: "SV did not get time to decode the
message. "In fact, thereafter SVs life was a bed of thorns. She had to
pass through a phase of penury and had to suffer the pang of
separation from her husband”- later on GR used to say. (Kulkarni
1977:8-9).

The incident that follows is on the destruction of ego of both
SV and GR in one stroke.

v) In one of the dreams at Inchageri, GR saw the SU who told
him, "What is egoism and self-conceit will be known to you
within five days." In the same dream SV was also present. And
hence, what the SU said in the dream was meant for both. SV was
then present at Inchageri and GR told this dream to her. She was
also surprised to hear the dream. But what happened actually after
five days is very peculiar and strange. Whatever the SU said even
in a dream always came true. Accidentally SV prepared a sweet
dish known as Karanjya from wheat flour and after offering them
to God and the SU she requested GR to eat a few of them. On
account of his weak health he refused to eat them. SV felt slightly
unhappy and said out of a sense of personal insult, "What is it that
you are not eating the sweet dish even prepared by me?" It is, the
Prasad (anything given as a blessing; a boon) of God".
Thereupon, GR with apologetic voice replied, "Akka-(Sister
SV), how can 1 eatthem? I cannot digest anything. Because of my
illness and weakness I even do not go ino the Muth under this
condition, how can I eat much heavy dish?" Thus SV was
suffering from her ego that, arequest from a Saint like her was not
obeyed and GR was suffering from the ego of his body, when he
had actually gone to Inchageri for the SU's grace for the
improvement of his health So the hidden ego in both the devotess
was exhibited by the SU within five days as per the dream.
(Deshpande 1981 : 150-51).

The next incident is also about the appearance of the SU in
GR's dream. The SU appeared in GR's dreams four times, gave him
a few suggestions and tried to eliminate his egoism and to enhance

his devotion.
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vi) In the first dream, the SU wanted to place a garland of
marigolds (Zendu flower) round GR's neck, but GR refused to have
it. In the second dream, the SU wanted to apply Gopi Chandana (a
Species of white clay) to his forehead which was also refused by
him. In the third dream, the SU wanted him to read the pothi (a
sacred book) but GR declined to do so. In the fourth dream the SU
ordered to hold a silver stick in his hand and asked him to stand as a
porter (ITUER) at the gate of God. Outof sheer shame GR did not

obey that order as well. Thus, did GR disregard the orders of his
master in his dreams and show disrespect to him. And this too, not
once, but four times. The painful memory of these dreams
immensely agitated his mind. Overpowered by intense-repentance,
GR fervently prayed to his master, through letters, to pardon him for
his deriliction and lost himself in meditation with ever increasing
intensity. GR, later on, occasionally used to refer to these incidents
in this way: "All my faults led me nearer to God. My very faults
have been incentives to spiritual life". In this connection, he used to
refer to a song by Sri Purandaradasa in which he has related his own
experiences of similar nature. Finally, he used to express his deep
sense of gratitude to his master who thus lessened his egoism and
made him serve the Lord, like Purandaradasa. (Deshpande 1963:18-
19, Deshpande 1981:41-46).

In one of the aforementioned dreams the SU asks GR to read

Pothi but in the following case the SU actually asks "GR to read
Pothi.

vii) In the year 1907, the SU happened to camp in Jamkhandi
for his spiritual week (Saptah) at the house of Sri Dadasaheb Apte,
with all his senior disciples and devotees. The young GR took a
keen interest in this spiritual programme and attended it most
rcgularly. Everyday the SU used to ask somebody amongst the
devotees present, to read the 'Pothi’ (Dasbodh). One day the SU
unexpectedly asked young GR to read the Pothi. This sudden
suggestion from the SU made young GR nervous and out of feeling
of shyness he faltered and sat silent.

After sometime, then the SU repeated his request and urged
young GR to read Dasbodh, he expressed his ignorance of the
verses sung as a prelude to reading the Pothi. The SU said that he
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would arrange for all that but compelled him to read the Pothi -
Dasbodh. Being intelligent, honest, devout and a critical observer,
he read Dasbodh in the familiar style and tone, like his seniors. All
the senior devotees of the SU were immensely pleased with his
mellodious, clear and uninterrupted flow of reading on which the
SU gave his discourse and expressed his satisfaction to young GR.
The young GR being sincerely happy and joyful at heart, owing to
the satisfaction of his spiritual master, returned to his residence with
contentment and peace.

After all had dispersed Sri Nagappanna (the grandson of the
Saint of Nimbargi) took an opportunity to inquire with the SU - the
reason for pressing young GR to read the Pothi that afternoon, even
when he was so very reluctant and halting. At this querry, the SU
became rather serious, and grave and said, "Do you know why I
asked and forced young Ramrao Ranade to read Pothi today? This
young boy though quite unimpressive. now from his stature, in
future he will convey the glory and greatness of your grand-father
Sri Nimbargikar Maharaj to the world. He will certainly be
responsible for spreading the spiritual fame and teachings of Sri
Nimbargi Maharaj/The Saint of Nimbargi in foreign countries
crossing the boundaries of nations and areas. I insisted on his
reading the Porthi only to eliminate his sense of ego and fear
Deshpande (1981:46).

Viii) The last incident indicate how the SU destroys GR's ego
developed by him on account of readingof certain works of Saints
of Maharastra.

GR had been to Inchageri in Dec. 1912, He used to sit for
meditation adjecent to the SU's meditation room at Inchagri. The
SU might have noticed while GR started reading Jnaneshwari in a
low voice. Next day while expounding Pothi, the SU told GR,
"Reading of Dasbodh and the work of Tukaram is over, now
reading of Jnaneshwari has been started. No special merit could be
attained and on the contrary one could develop ego by this kind of
reading" {vide for details Sangoram 1964:17).

Thus, the above account convinces us that ego
(especially a subtle ego) is a great obstacle on pathway to God.

Patlivvay to {'god @ October-December - 2013



Yet this obstacle can be eliminated by repentance over one's
faults, total surrender to one's spiritual teacher, and most
importantly by spiritual teacher's grace and guidance.

Notes :-

1. This is a revised version of, the Saint of Umadi's way of
eliminating ego of his disciples,

(Pathway to God Vol. XXXIII No.4 July-September 1999)

2. As Baba expressed the fear (at the time of his initiation) that
the would not able to follow two vows strictly, the SU's took
the full responsibilty of Baba's observance of the two vows.
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Calendar of Events in the Life of the Saint of Umadi (The SU)

28-03-1844 cc. Birth(Umadi)

(Rama-Navami-

Thursday)

1857-58(c) Initiation into spiritual Life by Sadhubuva At the instance
of the Saint of Nimbargi (The SN).

1860 Married Kashibai.

1862-63(c) Death of father (Khanderao Anandrao Deshpande)

1873 Birth of Krishnarao-the first son

1873-74 Declined the offer of the post of Mamaledar.

1874 Death of mother (Bhagirati alias Radha).

1875 Birth of Ramrao-the second son. Stopped the sale of stamps.
The SN granted permission to spread spirituality.

1877 Birth of Bheemarao-the third son.

1879 Death of Yashwantrao alias Nanasaheb -the Eldest

brother.

24-3-1879 (Monday)

Niryan of the Sadhubuva at Chimmad.

1880-1910 Annual visit to Chimmad muth.
1881 Birth of Godutai-the daughter.
27-03-1885 Niryan of the SN at Nimbargi
(Friday midnight)
1885-1900 Sapthas
1) Punyatithi of the SN at Nimbargi
2) Gurupoornima (Nimbargi)
3) Shravan(Umadi)
1885-1903 All the expenses of Shravan Saptah borne by the SU
02-07-1887 Death of Kashibai.
(Saturday)
26-12-1892 (Monday)| Camp at Venkatraman Temple Bijapur along With Baba.
22-09-1899 Birth of Anand-Ramrao's son. Anand expired at the age of
5-6.
1901 Obstruction to Sapthas at Nimbargi. Fasted 12-13 days.
Starts Sadhubuva's punyatithi Saptah at Umadi.
1903 Shravan Saptah at Kaudeppa's math-Inchageri.
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06-04-1903

Establishment of Inchageri Math by constructing the SN's
Paduka Mandir.

(Ekadashi, Tuesday)

1908 Opening of the SN's mandir-Inchageri.

1910 Moghe sahcb shifted Asthi(the holy remains) Of the SN
to the other side of the stream.

30-08-1910 Averted the impending danger that arose due toa Heavy

downpour during Shravana saptah at Inchageri.

23-12-1910 (Friday)

Reached Pandharpur.

1911

Last visit to Chimmad. (The SU did not visit Chimmad
math). Publication of Nemavali

02-07-2011(Sunday)

Death of Ramrao

1913

Last participation in Kartik Saptah at Jamkhandi.

29-01-1914,8 P.M.
(Thursday)

Niryanat Inchagen.

It is the doctrine of intellectual Advaitism which the Gopies

passionately attack. It is unfortunate that they had not learning
enough to make distinction between Jana and Yoga: 341 g/fg =

S fa@ 2. Barring this, however, they insist one God-

devotion as the Supreme way to God, and their devotional
approach to God is worthy of our respectful consideration. The
first criticism of the doctrine of knowledge which the Gopies
make is that the conception of Nirguna only fills them with

deep sorrow: T[0T g7 g@ 2. How will it look, they ask, if
instead of interlacing their hair with flowers they kepta crown

of dustover their heads : ffg for = Fgn WA 73, afg frfi waw
w¢ . Seccondly, they say, they have nothing to do with the
doctrine of liberation as above enunciated : ‘gﬁ-ﬁ!‘ﬁ R afs s,
their liberation exists elscwhere.

- Gurudeo Ranade in Pathway to God
in Hindi Literature P. 78-79
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About Shri Gurudeo Ranade

1)  Dr. Radhakrishnan paid a visit to Shri Gurudev's residence for
his lunch after finishing his academic work at the Allahabad
University in the year 1928.Before going to the dining room
with his honoured guest, Shri.Gurudev paid his obeisance
before the photo of Shri.Bhausahib Maharaj When
Dr.Radhakrishnan inquired about the identity of the person in
the photo Shri.Gurudev replied "He is my spiritual teacher".
Dr.Radhakrishnan in a sort of half belief asked "was he so
great?" yes,yes,it is he who has opened my eyes",replied Shri
Gurudev with emphatic pride.Then Dr.Radhakrishnan
immediately bowed reverentually before the photo of
Shri.Maharaj. (vide Kulkarni.B.R,ced 1997),Gurudev
R.D.Ranade. A glance at his Allahabad University Days and
other essays Mrs.Sunanda Shintre and Mrs.Ashwini
Jog,Sholapur.P.100)

2) Itwasin 1908 young R.D.Ranade visited Banaras along with
Prof.E.A.Wodehouse to seek clarification from Mrs.Annie
Besent about the mystical experiences.Mrs.Besant admitted
Ranade to the Esoteric Hall even though he was not a
theosophist no he was probably blessed with mystical
experiences.Then Ranade had a heart to heart talk with Besant
and she assumed him that his mystical experiences were real.
Then Besant asked Ranade whether he had got a photo of his
Guru,and Ranade took out the Photoprint of his Guru from his
pocket and showed it to Besant.Besant woked at it and
obsural "you are in safe hands" (vide Deshpande S.N.(1981 1*
edition),Gurudev Ranade,Biography and Mysticism,
A.C.P.R,Belgaum).

3) The Saint of Ekanatha and Saint of Umadi used to say that by
the grace of God eftects of even Prarabdha Karmas might be
destroyed. (Ranade R.D.1970.1% edition),Vedanta : The
Contribution of Indian Thought,Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan,
p-129.).
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Sayings of Sri Samarth Bhausahib Maharaj
- Prof. V.H.Date

1. Meditation on the Name and contemplation on the vision of
God implies the surrender of everything to Sadguru.

2. Surrender therefore one should at the feet of the Guru and
meditate upon the divine Name imparted by him. With his
one-pointed gaze, and by the power of his meditation, he will
be able to visualize the forms of God.

3. Do not forget to meditate daily with a concentrated mind.

| This is what I wish.

4. Ifyou forget to meditate on the divine Name, you will naturally
be drawn towards the sensuous objects of pleasure. As a
consequence of this your merit will be exhausted, sins will be
accumulate, and you shall have to suffer various miseries.

5. Truth which in its highest sense is identical with Reality can
never be found without the Realization of the Atman. But
once it is discovered there will be all joy, success and peace.

6. Speak sweet and pleasing words to all, though internally you
should be cautions. Do not accept any bribe on any account.
Wealth and woman belonging to others must be ruthlessly
kept away at all costs, even though they might be within your
easy reach.

7. Do your duties in this worldly life with the faith that
whatever God wills will alone take place.

8. Behave in a way that will indicate your devotion, straight-
forwardness and desirelessness.

9. Devote your time in doing meditation without wasting a
single moment in useless talk with such friends as have no
work on hand. Do not entertain any suspicious or talk about it
unless you have reason to do so.

10. Whether one is eating, sitting, walking, writing or doing
anything else, one should always be conscious of two things,
" namely, that one is meditating on the Name of God mentally
and that he has gaze on the form of God.
11. One should pray to God that he should be able to store the
Name of God by means of meditation.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

Let your mind entertain any sort of desire ; but do not move
your body in the least and disturb the posture in which you
are sitting for meditation. Do this as often as the mind tries to
tempt you, and continue your meditation with stubbornness
and zeal. Then, in course of time, you will find that the mind
is tamed and has become obedient to help you in your effort
to become morally spotless and thereby to achieve your
spiritual good.

If the devotee has no other desire except to enhance and
spread the glory of God by being devoted to Him more and
more every day, God protects him and helps him in every
way. He becomes proud of his devotee. Therefore, it is very
necessary that devotion to God should increase day by day,
both in quantity and in quality.

Self-realization leads a man beyond the considerations of
body, activity and the three gunas.

Do not waste your precious time; otherwise the greed and
anxiety you feel for the objects of samsara will wipe away the
joy of meditation you might have done till now.

Remember the Name of God with every morsel of food
which you eat, and do not speak a word till your dinner is
over. Let not your secrets be known to anyone except God.
Nor should you be angry with anyone, but, on the contrary,
you should cultivate the habit of enduring harsh words of
others.

"I am never alone, the vision of God goes before me as if it is
a torch in his hand and I go after him." That is replied by Sri
Bhausahib Maharaj against this question- How is it that you
goall alone at the dead of the night?

To see the Atman face to face will reconcile all the
contradictions in the spiritual literature.

(Extracted from R.D.Ranade and his Spiritual Lineage & Rock and
Religion by Prof.V.H.Date, Jodhpur. Compiled by Dr. Rajendra
Chauhan)
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Short Stories

1. Birthis suffering(Story no.1)

Saint Tukaram of Maharastra has said in one of his Abhangs
that the root cause of suffering is birth.

Once a man was in his death - bed surrounded by his wife and
children. He was worried as to who would take care of them.
He was taken to the God of death 'Yama'. When he started
crying, Yama asked him the reason. He told him that he was
worried about his family. On hearing this Yama changed him
into a dog and sent him back into the same house.He took care
of the house day in and day out. One night as it was very cold
he tried to sleep on his son's cot. His son pushed him and drove
him away.The man now rcalised that his attachment to his wife
and children brought him sorrow. Human life was precious
and one should not waste it.

Message: Life is precious and one should not waste time in
mundane things.One should be detached and meditate on
him.

2. Bhakta Prahlad(Story no.12)

Bhakta Prahlad was a great devotee of God. Oneday God
asked him to totally surrender his feelings. Prahlada said that
he had already surrendered everything to them and because of
which he was saved from poison, fire and other impediments.
When God took Narasimha Avatara, no one dared to approach
him. The Devas showered flowers on Him. Narasimha himself
called Prahlada and said that he could ask any boons he
wanted. Prahlada begged God to forgive his father and grant
him salvation. At this God smiled and said,”You told me you
had surrendered all your feelings and thoughts. How come you
still think of your father?” Prahlada suddenly realised his

mistake and begged for His grace.
Message: Total surrender alone leads to God.

3. Kabirdas(Storyno.18)

Once Kabir was wearing a shawl with full devotion towards
God.In a short time God appeared and started dancing. Kabir
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could not bear this hindarance to his work and asked him to go
away but God said that it was his duty to appear before his
devotees. Kabir replied that he would ask his Guru's

permission and if his guru permits he would serve Him the
next day.

God was happy with Kabir and disappeared. In the evening
Kabir told his Guru Sri Ramanand about the incident. Sri
Ramanand was extremely happy and told him to serve God
with full devotion if he appeared again.

Next day God appeared again and Kabir welcomed Him
with full devotion.

Message: God loves His devotees.
4. Power of Guru Mantra(Story no.19)
This short story depicts the power of Guru Mantra.

Once a Guru had advised his student to pray using a particular
name to cross the ocean of sorrow.But the student out of Ego
decided to use other names from Vishnu Sahasra Nama while
crossing ariver and drowned himself.

The above story shows that total devotion towards Guru is
essential to realise God.

These few storiesare from ""Nimbargi Sampradaya’.

These stories are translated from Kannada to English by
Mrs.Shobha Kulkarni,Bhagya Nagar ,Angol,Belgaum.

Shri. Bhau Saheb Maharaj Umadikar had written 262
letters to his disciples-Rajashri Ramchandra
Rao,AnnaDeshpande,Paragone,Karajage/Vardol,Takali
Kulkarni,Joshi,Patil,Jeerankalgi and Kulkami. Gurudev
Ranade collected all his letters and made it into a Book form
with the help of his followers. This extract is taken from letter
No. 4 Dated 25" May 1885. In this letter, he advises his
disciple not to leave our culture and tradition and not to behave
arrogantly with others. Once if we lose our respect it is
difficult to acquire it back. To be respectful in the society, a
proper communication should be developed. Be friendly with
all, but don't reveal all the things in front of them. Talk politely
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but don't create enmity with others. Don't expect things from
others, if one person in the office can handle the
responsibilities, don't trouble others. Don't waste your time in
a lonely place where you lose your respect. If you mingle with
a crowd you can acquire more knowledge. As per his father's
instructions, he wrote that if work will be distributed among
all the people according to their caliber, the result will be in a
proper way. If a person doesn't work and sit in one place, he
has to bear all the difficulties and will not get any respect in
society. Slow and steadily he will come in contact with a low
class people and start behaving like them. To be respectful in
the society avoid contact with low class people. Help and
work with blood relatives as they never expect anything but
only give their blessings. Always be true to your speech, work,
whatever you give and take, be transparent. Don't talk too
much without doing any work. Be reserved and friendly with
lower class people but don't have false belief in them. Don't
cheat others and achieve your goals. We have to solve our own
problems by ourselves. Planning and scheduling is necessary
to get a good result. In a day whenever time permits, recollect
the things what you have done and think about the
profitability. Rectify the mistakes if you have done. If you are
busy in your own things, there won't be any evil thoughts and
you won't become a selfish man. With your routine job if time
permits pray for God, read some philosophical books and if
possible light the camphor. With this there will be peace in
your life, which is blessed by God. Have belief in God and in
your own soul to do the right thing. Don't think more and waste
your life. Try to do meditation but don't go on telling everyone
that I will do meditation. If you surrender yourself to God
ultimately he will be there to look after you, have faith in him.

This letter is translated from Marathi to English by Mrs. Jyoti
Kulkarni, Ranade colony, Hindwadi, Belgaum.
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The concept of Jivan-Mukti

During the last day of departure, Bhausaheb Maharaj uttered
few lines in Kannad as - g1 § T 3%.......

In above context, Babacharya Kavya - a great and ardent
devotee of Nimbargi Maharaj, once said to Bhausaheb Maharaj
that, "He(Nimbargi Maharaj) was true Atmajnani, he has seen his
Atman even when his body was present and he used to get merged
his Atman in devrup.” Bhausaheb Maharaj replied that - Is there any
literary base of it? Babacharya Kavya then justified it by uttering
following ovis from Maitriyaa Upanishad as-

I AT FATHT o | T: A a3 | H &L
AT | AU YUY WUHTG ST T el ™ W
SHITTeUHIY T+ SUUNTHSTad 3009 TR
BIaTY TagaAHaAAq Halfd | 1Y Wicad srarfaen
QA a1 TSae 1 Th Wiaat Ao sEmEr |
A 11 1-3.

The illustration of above verse is given by Vinayak Hari Date
Mabharaj in his book that- "The Atman as that serene Being who
even before the departure of the Prana, rises from this bod and
dispelling the darkness in all directions, meets the highest light
above and manifests before a person in his own (immaculate) form.
It is this Atman who is said to be the fearless, immortal and blissful
Brahman."”

In the words of Bhausaheb Maharaj, we can point up its actual
significance that, "the Atman residing in Sadhaka's body, when
come out in the form of Mantra-Pind Sharir and is visible to him.
That Atmasvarup has neither any virtue of hunger, thirst, etc. nor
any Guna of body, it is Videhi, and it is not indulged in any work of
Sadhaka." Bhausaheb Maharaj said that if atman comes out of body
and is visible then it should be realized that atman will not enter into
any other body afterwards, such a Sadhaka is liberated by
experience i.e. he became Jivan-Mukt while living.
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In similar sense, the same has been analytically described by
Vinayak Hari Date Maharaj in a very beautiful manner and is
differentiated with Jivan-Mukti by his intuitive knowledge. The
present author would like to present before the readers in his own
words, how he mystically explained the terms, elements of truth
and how it is beneficial in practical life of an aspirant who is
initiated by a God realized saint.

Vinayak Hari Date Maharaj used to say that, "The term
Videhi-mukti means either immortality after death or immortality
without the consciousness of body. In the later sense it is the same as

the 'Jivan-Mukti'."

Now in order to understand this theory of Vinayak Hari Date
Maharaj, we can proceed by differentiating them. The term Videhi-
mukti having two meanings states that- one is mukti after death and
second is without the consciousness of body before death. While on
the other hand, the term Jivan-Mukti states that it is an extension of
Videhi-mukti in the sense that it is liberation while living.

Jivan-Mukti-General Videh-Mukti-General
interpretation interpretation

Liberation while one is living. | Liberation after death in the
sense that the physical body is a
standing block to liberation.

Liberation when the
consciousness of body is absent;
in the sense that he is constantly
aware of the divine presence
only.

No possibility of its direct
evidence.

Besides the above said differentiation of the two terms,
without going deep in its literal meaning if we go by the simple
subtle meaning of the true elements of truth in them as described by
Bhausaheb Mabharaj is that, "Every moment of absorption either in
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the meditation on the name of God or in the contemplation on the
vision of God, or on both, is a moment of the liberated life."*

In simple terms, we can understand this concept that, the
highest goal of an aspirant who is initiated with the Name of God
imparted by a realized saint is based on his experiences. An aspirant
at the moment of meditation on the Name of God or on
contemplation on the Vision of God or both is said to be liberated,
that very moment is said to be liberated life which includes both
Videh-mukti as well as Jivan-Mukti. That moment of liberation
contains three elements of truth for its justification,

I. Contentment
II. Joy
II1. Peace.
Now the most important points to be noted here are-

a) Whatis thesignificance of the elements of truth?

The very moment of liberation is fully packed up with all
the above three elements of truth; if one is not
experiencing this then it is justified that there is no
meditation or Rupa carried on by that Sadhaka. The very
nature of those elements of truth is that they come in
order of their sequence- first contentment, then joy and
finally when the two merges and only peace is left. This
is the moment of Nivratti.

b) What will happen in that moment?

From mystical point of view, Date Maharaj simplified
that at that time the Atman is freed from its consciousness
of its being as a tiny individuality made up of egoistic
desires and anxieties, pleasure and pain, hopes and
frustration. And that free soul is like a lotus flower over
water and that soul will get enjoyment in the company of
Saints and in the vision of God.

¢) Howwill that moment feels like?

- In the moment of liberation, Sadhaka would have no
attachment with his body whether it may fall today or
tomorrow.
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- He would have no excitement for long life.
- Hewould considerhis body like a slough of a snake.

- He will use his body in more and more meditation and
spiritual activities.

- He will not fonder his body, neither he will consider
his body as a burden over his Atman.

Thus according to Date Maharaj, when all the above said
conditions are full-filled, then only that person will be called as
Jivan-Mukt and Videh-mukt at the same time.

Regarding above context, Date Maharaj often said that, "How
are you doing your meditation? Test yourself always that whether
you are doing it in right way or just making it an act of
entertainment. If not then what is the use of coming here, doing
bhajans, meditation, Darshan, attending Punyatithi, etc."”

Now for instance, King Janak, was called as Videhi, in the
sense that he had no bodily-consciousness. Once when he was told
that his whole kingdom of Mithila was set on fire, he was not an inch
disturbed by the news and replied instead that he had no worry of it
at all. What he meant by this was that - "The Atman cannot be burnt

when the whole of the unAtman is burnt."®

Similarly, once Shri Amburao Maharaj went for meditation to
anearby village. While returning he was so engrossed in meditation
that he reached to another village- Jalgaon which was far away from
Inchgiri. The saint when got his bodily consciousness realized that
he has come far distant and he again went back to Inchgiri.

Even on some instances, being bereft of his bodily
consciousness he used to go for bath and returned with his clothes
half wet. He considered his body as a dead one, and according to
him this used to be sure remedy to be free from worldly possessions
and bondages. Once a Sadhaka asked him about how to do Sadhan,
and his prompt reply was to treat his body as if it is dead and then
there would be no need to fonder the perishable body. Once an
unknown man of - knowledge came to him with the intention to
show off his knowledge and dignity, while the saint talked frankly
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and harshly with him. The other disciples asked him that why was
he so lenient to that person as he may insult him, but the saint replied
that though being unknown yet he was looking at his Atman of
which he cares most rather than his external body and possessions.
His attention used to be on the Atman of the person to whom he was

talking rather than on his body. He was a Videhi and his life was
Jivan-Mukt in true sense.

Similar was the case of his Spiritual Teacher-Bhausaheb
Maharaj, whose contemplation was always on Atman. Once when
he was sitting for meditation with Nimbargi Maharaj in the room of
a Sadhaka named Bilvasiddha, the saint was bitten harshly by an
insect but he was not at all disturbed in his posture and continued his
meditation as he was engrossed in Atman-Darshan and having no
bodily consciousness.

Once on Sunday programme dated 28/10/79, Date Maharaj
said about Gurudev Ranade that, "I have seen him often sitting in
meditation without any bodily consciousness, not knowing whether
it is day or night or where is he sitting, etc? When such will be ones
condition then it is Contentment (Samadhan), otherwise what is
happening here? We have Contentment (Samadhan) when we eat
sweets from the famous sweets shop of Jodhpur- Ravat Misthan
Bhandar. If you find such Guru then it is beneficial, otherwise what
will one get if one beggar begs to another beggar."

Date Maharaj translated 1000 Marathi Abhangs of Tukaram
Maharaj into Hindi, one of those is present below, which clearly
vindicates the conditions of Jivan-Mukti and Videh-Mukti of
Tukaram Mabharaj.

el 7ai 3 a9 ¢ wvr | fava 9o € warufkgut 11111
TUIUHTH T RITITH | s - WO 11 i Fawres 11211
foret 1 ol g @ | S g R A T e 1131

UER & M {4 gl ad Hl | 79 9 99 & @ @ 9 | 1411

T %2 g fage & g | & wergE dmafegof 1151

Meaning hereby that wherever I cast my glance I see your =0t
i.e. the immaculate form of God and the whole world is filled with
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this form. There is no ¥9 [0 and A that is seen except your
Hg™ form. My heart is filled and contented with your love

resulting into the disappearance of time and day and there is
constant meditation on your Name and Rupa. Saint Tukaram says
that he is a mere servant of Lord Vitthala.

During Sunday programmes, Date Maharaj often recited the
first line of following abhang of Tukaram Maharaj- aiTg’é HIOT
qrfge ¥q1 Si3T | (A AT /Y01 39 ATt 9 3 foan|, whenever there

came any context of Videh-Mukti and Jivan-Mukti.
ATYS AR qTFES FAT SIT | Tl AT Wigedt JIqa= | 1111
S qress! fa=gl Brgae | watersutt Wi sirest 11211
weTl 2t Argehi et | wamea <A Aot gRIS 1131
Tired Yo swwaRome | it Jrean S g St 11411
AR foet St a1 | St wra 35t et | 51|

T &0l foc sagfa onft | Brad & onff wrefor 11611

In simple terms, we can say that Saint Tukaram Mabharaj is
proving his experience while saying that he has seen his death
unprecedentedly visible because of 3H-2f¥. The celebration of

such a death has no parallels. (Here death means destruction of 3&-
gi‘z.'). Now that Ananda-Joy has filled up in the three worlds from

which he has got the benefits of all-pervading Atman. Till now he
was constricted from bodily egoism, now he has abandoned that
egoism and got the excellent moment of all-pervading Atman. The
emotions of hesitation that 'l am body' have disappeared, and his
influenced time of impurity of births and deaths has vanished. Lord
Narayan has given him his place to live in. So he used to live with
love on his holy feet. Tukaram Maharaj says that this is his
experience.

Thus it is justified that Tukaram Maharaj was Videhi which is
nothing but an extension of Jivan-Mukti.

- Shankarlal Suthar, Rtd. Principal

# 509, Bhairav Nagar,

Desuri, (Pali) Rajasthan

Cell : 09929782007
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Shri Bhausahib Maharaj of Umadi,
The Great Saint of South India

When Professor R. D. Ranade was working as Head of the
Philosophy Department at the University of Allahabad from the
year 1927 onwards, there were several occasions on which Dr. S.
Radha krishanan used to be invited for some or the other academic
/examination work. Ranade and Radhakrishnan being great friends,
the former invited the latter to his house for taking lunch. After the
arrival of his guest, Ranade proceeded with him to the dining hall
where he stopped at the photograph of his spiritual teacher Shri
Bhausahib Maharaj and bowed before it in reverence. On an inquiry
by Radhakrishanan as to whose photograph it was, Ranade
informed him that it was his spiritual teacher's photograph. "Is it
really so?" asked Radhakrishanan with a sense of surprise. "This is
the photograph of my spiritual teacher"., replied Ranade. "Was he
so great!" asked Radhakrishanan with surprise. "Yes, yes, it is he
who has opened my eyes !" replied Ranade with great reverence.

This instance serves to indicate that the greatness of a saint
remains hidden from the public at large until some of his
outstanding disciples carry his message throughout the world. The
greatness of Shri Ramakrishna Paramahansa became known to the
world when his prominent disciple Swami Vivekananda spread his
spiritual message in the world by his captivating address at the
World religions Conference at Chicago in U. S. A. Similarly, the
spiritual greatness of Shri Bhausahib Mahara; was known to the
world by his world-famous disciple Professor R. D.Ranade, the
philosopher-mystic of Nimbal and Allahabad.

Shri Bhausahib Maharaj was born in a village named Umadi in
the district of Bijapur in Kamataka in south India on Ramanavami
day in Sake 1765 (1843 A. D.) in the well-to-do family of
Deshpandes. His two elder brothers Nanasahib and Dajiba were
initiated in spiritual life by Shri Raghunathpriya Sadhu Maharaj.
Shri Bhausahib Maharaj was a devotee of the deity Hanumana in
his early boyhood. As such he did not appreciate the Nirguna Bhakti
of his two elder brothers. Whenever he used to meet Shri
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Raghunathapriya Maharaj, the latter would praise Shri Bhausahib's
devotion to Hanumana and bow down before him. As Professor V.
H. Date puts it, 'This was exactly like what a great wrestler does with
anovice and gets himself deliberately defeated by him. It was in this
manner that Bhausahib was drawn by Raghunathapriya Maharaj to
real spiritual path, a fact which Bhausahib himself expressed with
gratitude on several occasions. Naturally, in course of time, he came
to meet Nimbargi Maharaj who could foresee the potentiality of a
great spiritual power in the person of Bhausahib Maharaj. He,
therefore got him initiated by Raghunathpriya Sadhu Maharaj, a
Brahmin by birth, perhaps because being a Lingayata by caste,
Nimbargi Maharaj did not wish to incur the displeasure of the public
at large for initiating a Brahmin." (R. D. Ranade And His Spiritual
Lineage, P 32) As he wanted to devote most of his time to spiritual
activities, he refused to accept the post of a Revenue Officer offered
by the Government. He engaged himself in meditation on the Name
of God as instructed by his Guru, and succeeded on account of it in
spiritual and worldly life. At the same time he did not neglect the
duties that came to his lot as a member of his household. This
performance of worldly duties with all sincerity could earn for him
the sympathy and affection of all his relatives and friends.

The daily routine of Bhausahib Maharaj consisted of
meditation, reading of spiritual literature and Bhajans three times a
day, and discussion of spiritual matters , giving instruction to others
and meeting the people by night only, so that a few only would come
and meet him. His spiritual experiences grew day by day, and love
of God became so intense that he developed disgust for worldly
things. His spiritual power grew to such an extent that many a time
while he meditated outside Umadi, scorpions and serpents used to
climb on his body, but he did not shake in the least. Even extreme
cold, heat coming from the Sun, torrents of rain did not move him
from his meditation. His love and service to Guru increascd day by
day. He used to go to Nimbargi on every Thursday in order to bow
down before the feet of his Guru and serve him in every way
possible with joy. On one occasion when he was sitting by the side
of his Guru and meditating, a certain wild bee attacked and bored
deeply in his lap , he did not move an inch from the posture he had
taken for meditation. '
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Bhausahib was present when Nimbargi Maharaj passed away.
Though he was extremely grieved at the loss of his Guru, he became
active because his Guru had ordered him to spread the cause of
Paramartha. He began to meditate with increasing zeal. According
to the diaries maintained by him, he used to meditate for nine hours
a day and spend about four hours a day for bhajans and reading
spiritual literature without any exception. He realized his oneness
with Brahman. In order to signify the importance of constant
remembering of the Name, he formulated two aphorisms, namely,
"Athava to Brahma ", which means "Remembrance of the divine
Name produces God-consciousness” and " Nathava to bhava-
bhrama", which means "Non-remembrance of the divine Name
produces consciousness of the illusory world". Thus it is necessary
to remember the divine Name ceaselessly in case one wants to
enjoy the unity with Brahman. However, the knowledge of
Brahman requires a passionate love for the divine Name imparted
by the Guru, which is implied by the third aphorism, namely,
"Jnanasa mula agni". Unless one has a burning passion for
meditation on the divine Name, the knowledge of Brahman or God
would be a far cry. But the fire of devotion has to be accompanied by
dispassion or vairagya for the worldly things. So the fourth
aphorism advanced by Bhausahib Maharaj is "Bhaktisa mula
virakti”.

Shri Bhausahib Maharaj spent the whole month of Shravana in
meditation , bhajans and reading of spiritual literature along with
his disciples at the Inchagiri Ashram. Everyone had to come to the
meditation hall before six in the morning, and meditate for nine
hours from six in the morning to three in the afternoon. Before
sitting for meditation they performed the first Arati (waving of the
light of camphor) of the dearly moming, known as the Kakada-
Arati, whichn was supposed to dispel the slothfulness of the body
and mind, and so to invoke the blessings of the Lord. The
meditation was to be done along withn the ingoing and outgoing
breath without any audible sound. Besides this individual aspect of
meditation, there was a collective aspect, because everyone had to
listen carefully to the spiritual passages that were being read by the
person appointed for this purpose. The reader was expected to utter
every line clearly, distinctly and loudly with rhythm, so that its
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meaning could be understood with ease. He was also instructed to
read and understand the meaning of the passages a day before, and
come prepared for reading them for nine hours at a stretch. He had
to read with precise speed and three to four pauses so that the
listeners could easily utter the Name mentally. Thus meditation was
intellectual in so far as the understanding of the meaning of passage
was concerned, and spiritual on account of the meditation on the
Name. In addition the passage concerned was intended to have
moral bearing on the minds of the reader and the listeners. So the
individual meditation was a collective performance at the same
time.

The reader had some additional duties as mentioned by
Professor Date, (i) At the end of every two hubdred verses which he
was expected to finish in about one hour, he was to utter some such
Name of God as 'Hari Narayana Guru Narayana' so that all those
who were in the assembly would receive an additional stimulus to
become more and more devotional. (2) He had to have an eye upon
every one of the sadhakas with the view to awakening any one of
them if he was found to be dozing, by calling him by a secret name
indicating that he was fully awake and not sleepy. If no response to
the first call was available, the reader was to make a second call with
his voice somewhat raised, but if that also failed to get any response
then he was to utter the divine Name 'Govind' loudly in chorus with
all others, as this would certainly awaken the sleeping sadhaka. (3)
After every halfan hour, he had to announce the correct time. (4) He
had also the duty of welcoming new comers and directing them to
sit in proper places according to their position and dignity in the
society. (5) After having read about fifty verses, he had to ask
someone to sing such a song as would either increase the devotion
or bring conviction that their spiritual experiences are genuine. (6)
And finally, he had to remember that he was not to leave his seat for
nine hours, nor to remain silent even for a few minutes, nor to show
any sign of being tired, or sleepy. Apart from this nine-hour
meditation, three bhajans in the morning, in the afternoon, and at
night were collectively recited.

In this atmosphere of devotional fervour, there can be no doubt

that God Himself was present. Our mind goes back to the assurance
given to sage Narada by the Lord, "I am neither present in
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Vaikuntha or in the heart of Yogins, but I do remain present where
ever my devotee sing my praises collectively." Shri Bhausahib also
expressed the hope that all the participants in that unique spiritual
activity would enjoy perfect health, happiness, joy and peace for the
balance of the year. There were several persons who had seen him

shedding tears when the participants left Inchgiri after the month
was over.

Bhausahib never claimed that he could perform miracles. But
as Samartha Ramadasa says, miracles happened everywhere
because he had earned great merit (punya) of meditation on the
name of God. He used to say, "To hanker after or to exercise
miraculous powers is a blot on spiritual life," Nevertheless, God
being mercy incarnate, fulfils the desires of his devotees. As a result
of his indefatigable meditation , he attained unison with God; his
doubts were resolved, he became fearless and he was in possession
of unlimited and unspeakable bliss. Even then he did not cease to
meditate. Bhaurao was also known as Bhauraya. The word
'Bhaurai' consists of four parts, 'Bha', 'u’, 'ra' and 'ya'can be
ingeneously interpreted as follows. The four parts respectively
meaning 'shining with lustre', 'auspicious and protective’, ‘capable
of being bestowed', 'bringing about the union of the soul and God'
stand ultimately for Guru, the spiritual teacher. So, the chief
characteristics of the spiritual teacher accordingly are that he must
first shine by the lustre or glory of God-realisation; secondly he
must be able to protect his disciples from all sins, miseries and
dangersin life; thirdly he must be capable of imparting the Name of
God to his disciples; and lastly, he must be able to bring about the
union of his disciples with God. Verily, the status of Bhaurao was
precisely this. (Ibid., p.37 ). Befitting the description of a saint by
saint Tukarama, Bhausahib not only saved himself but saved the
entire families of those who surrendered unto him. Bhausahib used
to stand for two hours from twelve to two in the night, meditating
and praying to God for the spiritual good of his disciples. Indeed ! it
would be difficult to put any other saint in line with Shri Bhausahib
Maharaj.

When Professor Ranade was discharged from the civil
hospital in Poona because even the expert doctors there had lost all
hopes, his mother took him to Inchgiri to bow down at the feet of

Patluwvay to Glod @ October-December - 2013



Shri Bhausahib. As soon as Shri Bhausahib saw him, he said that he
did not think there was any danger to his life for sixty years more.
And so it happened.

Professor Ranade used to say about Bhausahib that whatever
word he happened to utter came out to be true. He tells us his own
experience, how on one occasion when Bhausahib said to him at
Inchgiri,"You will reach Poona in the morning tomorrow," Ranade
did not wish to tell him that it would reach about 2 in the moming,
and so he said, "Yes". What happened afterwards at the Railway
Station Hutagi, was that Ranade could not get entrance in the
Madras Mail and had to go by the passenger train which reached
Poona in the moming of the next day. Professor Date further says,
"Not only did his words in the waking life came true, but whatever
he spoke or did in others' dreams also came true. The well at Nimbal
had been abandoned as it did not strike water and Professor Ranade
was using the water of the well belonging to the Railway. One day
at Allahabad, Professor Ranade saw in his dream that Bhausahib
was digging the well with his own hands. Forthwith the next
momning Ranade wrote a letter to Mr. Jagannath Lele at Nimbal to
dig the well deeper still. Within a few feet of digging there gushed
out such a big spring of water that the well was full to the brim
within two hours. As the water could not be stopped, they had to
partially plug the mouth of the spring in order to control the flow of
the water."

Shri Bhausahib's love for truth was so great that he did not
hesitate to correct himself. He used to say that very often that he had
no evidence to believe in rebirth. But on one occasion he said to
Professor Ranade, "I was telling till now that one cannot say
definitely whether there is rebirth or no. Today,| say that rebirth is a
fact," He was then looking at the sky, as Professor Ranade had told
us more than once. Bhausahib used to ride on a horse-back for going
from village to village for spreading the cause of spiritual life, but
his attention was always riveted on the vision of God and
meditating on the Name of God. His beloved disciple Amburao
Maharaj used to run side by side for accompanying him. Once after
they had reached Inchgiri from Bijapur Maharaj said to Amburao,"
I was meditating though I was on the horse-back, while you were
looking hither and thither. Go and sit for meditation before you take
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your meals."Amburao Maharaj was always unquestionably
obedient to his Master because he had great love and respect for
him. Other disciples of Maharaj thought that he was partial to
Amburao. So one day Shri Maharaj showed the disciples by
example the attitude of Amburao towards him. Shri Amburso was
sweeping the floor of the Math in the morning. Shri Maharaj called
him and asked with anger as to what was he doing. Amburao said in
reply,"Sir, I am sweeping the floor." Shri Maharaj said in a
thrashing voice, 'Is this the time for sweeping the floor?" Amburao
replied humbly," 1 have made a mistake Sir,"” and put away the
broom, and stood silently like a culprit. The very next moment Shri
Mabharaj told him in anger," Why are you standing here? Will you
not sweep the floor!" Amburao replied obediently,"] am going to
sweep the floor Sir," and went forward to sweep. Shri Maharaj told
the disciples in a choked voice /'Have you noted the attitude of
Amburao towards me? [ unjustly rebuked him, but being full of love
for me he did not mind at all. His sincere love for me remains the
same irrespective of anger or love. However, you people would sit
here only if I treat you with love and respect, but go away from here
with the slightest anger on my part. This is precisely the reason 1
love Amburao more than any other disciple. He can never desert
me."

Bhausahib Maharaj wrote several letters to his disciples
containing spiritual guidance, solution to their problems and words
of wisdom. Professor Ranade set much store by those valuable
letters. Whenever he travelled from Nimbal to Allahabad, He
carried the trunk full of those letters with him. He asked some of his
associates to translate those letters in English. Professor Date has
accurately translated some of the important letters in his book,' R.
D. Ranade and his spiritual lineage'. Here we can only give a glimps
of some extracts from some letters. (1) To Somanathpant Joshi,
February 9, 1913: " Exceedingly pleased to read the poems you
have composed. Others also liked them very much. All the same the
joy one derives from them springs up only when the composition is
read and understood. On the other hand the joy which is derived by
meditating constantly and regularly on the Name of God and the
consequent contemplation or the direct realization of God can never
be described by words."
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To Ramchandra Dada Ranade, February 12,1913. "Please do
write as often as you can and give the pleasure of knowing
everything about the well-being and health of your mother, sister
and yourself. As you know very well to remember God is to
participate in His nature whereas to forget Him is to fall into the
illusory samsara." To his eldest son, October 6,1913 : "Behave in a
way that will indicate your devotion, straight-forwardness, and
desirelessness. You will then be fortunate hear such words as will
bring fragrance to you."

Thus Shri Bhausahib Maharaj always reminded his disciples
of their duty of meditation on the Name of God as imparted by the
spiritual teacher and contemplation on His Form. However, one is
also expected to discharge one's worldly duties sincerely.
Bhausahib's greatness is amply vouchsafed by his great disciples
like Professor R. D. Ranade.

December 13,2013 Professor Dr. M. L. Sharma,
115, Malviya Nagar,
Jodhpur-342 011(Raj).

God is near to him whose heart is mellowed by the love of
God. Shri Maharaj used to say that complete Self surrender
enables a man to appropriate God and not counting beads of
rosary many times over. What is wanted is the inner quality of the
heart.

*hk

"He who meditates during twilight is blessed with longevity
and strength. The two junctions between day and night are
immediate between two states wakefulness and sleep. The body
has a tendency to become calm at those moments. Therefore, if we
meditate towards morning and towards evening, it is highly
advantageous from the point of view of mystical experience. "

- Gurudeo Ranade
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|| Shri Sadguru Samartha ||
A Hymn in praise of
Shri Bhausaheb Maharaja Umadikar

Shri Samartha (Bhausaheb Maharaja Umadikar) was born at the
womb of Great Mother Bhagirathi on the auspicious occasion of
Shriram Navami (the ninth day of the month of Chaitra according to
Hindu Almanac, which happens to be the birthday of Lord Shriram) in
Shalivahan Shake (era) 1765. ||1||

The Child Bhausaheb used to regularly visit a Hanuman Temple
in Umadi, his birth place, right from his childhood itself for
performing worship of a perceptible form of Lord. ||2||

On seeing the devotion of child, a sage prostrated appreciativety
saying, “O' Bhauraya how excellent is your devotion to the
perceptible form of Lord! You are really a Blessed Soul.” ||3||

The child Bhausaheb pat replied, “Excuse me Sadhu Maharaja!
I wish to know the reply to the Namaskar (prostration). I really do not
know the hidden essence of devotion.” ||4||

(The sage replied) “There is Atmaram (divine soul) within you I
have paid my salutes to Him. It you wish to realize the self, if needs
blessings of a Sadguru (True Master).” ||5||

He received the grace of Nimbargi Maharaja. He got himself
engaged in the constant remembrance of Divine name with a staunch
devotion and faith in a standing position continuously for eighteen
years and thereby developed his spiriwality day-in and day-out. ||6]|
'Yogah Karmasu Koushalam' (Dexterity in performing the actions
itself is Yoga). The Maharaja took the shelter of this prescience and
performed his worldly and other worldly duties with alertness that
earned him the capabilities and power to bless and grace the world at
large for ensuring its welfare. ||7||

At the behest of his Master, he disseminated the Devotional
aspect in the surrounding villages by riding on a horse and knowing
very well the inner cry of the ardent devotees and increased the tribe
of his disciples without any discrimination. ||8||

“Follow your worldly and other-worldly duties together with
adoration of the Guru. He uncannily struck a concordance between
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the worldly duties and spirituality on the basis of philosophy of 'Nudi
Nudi' (sing the devotional songs). ||9||

He narrated the vital essence of Karma Yoga (Path of Action) by
saying, 'Aathavato Brahma, Naathavato Bhavabhrama' (If one
remembers Brahma, Supreme Divine; one forgets the illusions of the
worldly existence.) 'If constant remembrance of the Lord is there,
thou art the Brahma itself. If constant remembrance is forgotten, one
has to undergo the sorrows of the worldly existence.'||10]|

“Constant Remembrance is the very life breath of Spirituality.
Do the Sadhana (practice) regularly and with determination having
full faith in the preaching of the Master. Build the Temple of
Spiritually on the foundation of ethicality.” || 11]]

“Divine Name is both holy and sacred. Do remember it with
love and affection. Then alone, the True Master is very much close to
you. This is the service to the perceptible and imperceptible
meditation.” ||12]|

“Devotion of the perceptible is the basis of the imperceptible.
Then the Lord descends down with a perceptible form. Then all the
tasks are achieved without any obstacles. This ensures protection of
the devotees in myriad ways.” || 13||

“Please keep this in mind always that whenever the Divine name
is there in the core of your heart, that would lead to enhancement of
love in devotion more and more; which in turn ensures gradually
increasing accumulation of Punya (merit) to ones Credit.” || 14||

“Be always in the elevating and sublime company of a True
Master. This would ensure unwished constant remembrance,
discriminative thinking and self-realization. Then alone comes in the
burning renunciation in all its ramifications.” || 1 5|

If the Sadhak (practicant) has an inclination of thinking, “I am
somebody in the worldly affairs; I am somebody in the spirituality™, it
would lead certainly to the collapse of ethicality. |[16]|

If one adopts the constant remembrance of the divine name by
totally forsaking the feeling of one's body consciousness, then comes
the bliss and if one entertains a sense of mother-some feelings
towards every other woman, then please call him as the brave, liberal
and sagacious. ||17||

Patfway to God @ October-December - 2013



When the consciousness of body, name, form and attribute et al
submerged in the Soul in the month of March 1912, the Gurudeo
proclaimed loudly as'Atmadeo' ('l am the Self"). ||18||

Know thyself as the 'Jivanmukta' (one, liberated while being
alive) when there is no rebirth and death; all the sense-organs have

been purified, whereby new sense-organs emerge in the realization.
1ol

Non-attachment is the origin of Devotion, fire is the source of
Knowledge and mind is the root of Antahkarana (inner

instrumentation). When this happens, the experience follows soon
thereafter. ||20||

To rest oneself is the only Swadharma (one's own nature), the
Dharma among all the Dharmas (righteous paths). Undertake such

research works through constant remembrance of divine name. Then =

alone would surge out the true salvation-bestowing Dharma. ||21||

The Maharaja did take such a vow of not asking anything from
the disciples. Only expectation from them all was go on constantly
worshipping the Jagadeesha, Lord of the world. ||22||

Forsake the worry of bodily happiness and behold the constant
proximity with the divine. Strive for the realization of God in total
disregard to the fact whether this body remains or withers away. ||23]|

The Divinity has myriad fruits. When the devotees, expecting
wish fulfillment, demand, the Divinity at once goes far away after
bestowing the fruits according to their desires. ||]24]|

That's the reason why, the Maharaja says “Ask for nothing other
than God himself; do remembrance with love, since that is the real
Spirituality in its true sense. ||25]|

Listen carefully the last immortal message of the Maharaja.
“Whether the earth gulps you down or thunderbolt crashes upon you,
do not forsake the constant remembrance. Tjis is the quintessence.
This is the quintessence of Spirituality. ||26||

| Rajadhiraja Sadguru Maharaja Ki Jai || (Victory to His
Highness True Gracious Master!)

Translation Shri Ashok Bhandari
Hanuman Nagar, Belgaum
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Hand Writing Shri Bhausaheb Majaraj

Patluay lo god @ October-December - 2013



Map & Important Centres of
Nimbargi Sampradaya

(c]
SOLAPUR

© INCIAGER)

(0] @NIMBAL
KANNUR

© SANGLI

]
SIDDHAGIR] ® BUAPUR

© BACEWRL

@ JAMKHANDI

Pathiay to God 2562 October-December - 2013



Academy of Comparative Philosophy & Religion,
Hindwadi, Belgaum-590011. Ph.: (0831)2467231

Our Publications Available for Sale

Name of the Al Price
Book/Journal SRR Rs.
ENGLISH
1) Pathway To God (Quarterly Joumnal) Per Copy 30/-
Annual Subscription 100/-
2) Thus Spake Gurudev -2™ Edn. M.S. Deshpande 40/-
3) An Introduction to Vedic Study Dr. Sampumanand 50/-
4) Vahdity & Value of Religions Seminar Proceedings 50/-
5) Problem of Evil Seminar Procecdings 50/-
6) The Doctrine of God Seminar Procecdings 50/-
7) Rechigion in the Changing World Dr. P. Nagaraja Rao 60/-
(The Predicament of Man)
8) God Realisation, Sadhana Seminar Proccedings 80/-
& Effects
9) Haridas of Kamataka Dr. G. S.Srinivasan 30/-
10) Bhagawata Purana Prof. Aravind Basu 70/-
11) Cntical and Constructive Aspects
of Prof. R. D. Ranade's Philosophy Prof. B. R. Kulkami 100/-
12) Summum Bonum of Life Scminar Proceedings 40/-
13) Moral Trends since Seminar Proceedings 40/-
Indcpendence
14) Silver Jubilee Souvenir Vol. | Ed.s :K. D. Sangoram 100/-
Pillars of Sri Gurudev's Sampradaya & M. S. Deshpande
& Heart-Homages to Sri Gurudev
15) Sn Nimbargi Maharaj e 25/-
16) S Bhausaheb Majaraj - 25/-
17) Sri Amburao Maharaj -- 25/-
18) Sn Gurudev Rambhau Mabharaj K.D. Sangoram, 50/-
M.S. Deshpande
19) Silver Jubilee Souvenir Vol. 11 =T 60/-
(Gurudcev's Philosophy of God Realisation)
20) Gurudev Ranade : Biography & Mysticism S.N. Deshpande 100/-
21) The Mystical Search for the Absolute Motilal Pandit 100/-
22) The Glimpses of Prof. B.R. Kulkami 70/-
Shri Gurudev Ranade
23) God World & Soul Sri Siddheshwar Swamiji 60/-
24) Some Facts of 40/-
Samarth Ramdas (1982)
25) Sri Krishna's Role in the Mahabharata K.S. Narayan Acharya 40/-
26) Alvars K_.E. Parthsarathi 10/-
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Name of the Price

Book/Journal Author Rs.
27) Foot Prints on the sands of Time 100/-
A.C.PR.'s Profile
28) Philosophy of life in Bhagavadgita Dr. H.D. Kopardekar 80/-
29) *“Greek Quotations™ in the books of Eds. : Dr. N.V. Kulkarmni & 100/-
Prof. R.D. Ranade** Dr. H.D. Kopardckar
30) Philosophy of Hindus and its Shri. Mohanji Bhagwat 50/-
relevance to World Peace** Sarsanghchalak, RSS.
(Hindi and English Versions)
31) Philosophical & other R.D. Ranade 200/-
Essays (Reprint)
MARATHI
32) Karmayog Dr. H.R. Divekar 40/-
33) Sn Gurudev Ranade Prof B.R. & Vasudha Modak 40/-
34) Sn Gnyaneshwar Charita Ra. Na. Saraf 40/-
35) Gurudev Ranade va Tyanchi G.V. @ Kakasaheb Tulpule 75/-
Paramarthik Shikavan
(Gurudev Ranade & his
Spiritual Teachings) 2™ Edn.
36) Sri Gnyaneshwaranche Ra. Na. Saraf 80/-

Aatmadarshan Arnthath Karya
Aani Tatvagnyan (Aatmadarshan
of Shri Gnyaneshwar: Works & Philosophy)

37) Samartha Ramadas Jecvan va 80/-
Tatvagnyan (Samartha Ramdas & his Philosophy)

38) Sn Rama Chan Manas (Translation) Pragyanand Saraswati 80/-

39) Walmiki Ramayan Dr. Kate Maharaj 50/-

40) Dnyana Bodha Sudha (New Publication) G. M. Deshpande 20/-

41) Nityanemavali 20/-

42) Sri Gurudev Ranade 75/-
Ek Jeevan Zalak

43) Namasadhanccha Bhaktipravah Narendra S. Kunte 40/-

44) Changdev Pasashti B.R. Tilak 15/-

HINDI
45) Bharatecya Samkaleen Darshan Dr. Jatashankar Tnipathi 120/

Mein Prof. Ranade ke Yogdan ka
Sameckshatmaka Adhyayana

KANNADA
46) Shivasharane Shivalingawwa R.P. Kulkamni 40/-
47) Gurudevar Samanwaya Darshan M.S. Deshpande 100/-
48) Kannad Santar Parmarth path 200/-
49) Sri Basavannavar Divyajeevan** M.S. Deshpande 100/-
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Prof. N.R. Deshpande Memorial Lecture-2013.

Prof. N.R. Deshpande Memorial Lecture-2013 was held on 10" December, 2013 on
the subject The Role of a Guru in Indian Philosophy. Dr. T.R. Subramanya,Vice
chancellor of Karnataka Law University, Hubli was chief guest. He delivered the
lecture on The Role of a Guru in Indian Philosophy.

Shri. Ashok Potdar, Vice Chairman, ACPR, Belgaum gave welcome speech.

The function was presided over by Shri. A.G. Mulawadmath, Sr. Advocate,
President, Bar Associatiom Belgaum.

Guest of Honours were Shri. A.R. Patil, Advocate, Member, Karnataka State Bar
Council, Bangalore and Shri. K.B. Naik, Advocate, Member, Karnataka State Bar
Council, Bangalore.

Laterin the function Dr. T.R. Subramanya was felicitated by ACPR Belgaum.

Shri. M. B. Zirali, Secretary, ACPR, Belgaum concluded the function by giving vote
of thanks.

Shri. Subramanya Bhat, Trustee, ACPR Belgaum, Anchored the function.

The function was well attended by crowd.
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Academy of Comparative Philosophy and religion,Belgaum.

We thank the following Donors :
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2.
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Smt. Archana K. Dabade,Udupi Rs.75,116.
Shri. C.R. Lele, Chota Udepur Rs.100.
Smt. Smita S. Mhaiskar, Dombivili Rs.501.
Smt. Shashikala P. Jog, Thane Rs.501.
Shri. C.R. Lele, Chota Udepur Rs.100.
Shri. Kiran C. Barigali, Ko]hapur Rs.500.
Shri. S.N. Badaskar, Belgaum Rs.2001.
Shri. A.G. Saraf, Belgaum Rs.5,000.

Shri. M.N. Vastrad, Belgaum 5,000.

Shri. C.R. Lele, Chota Udepur 100.

Shri. Rajeev Patil Rs.100.

Shri. R.G. Jakati Rs. 500

Articles (Gardening) Worth Rs. 300/- by Unknown Devotee

We welcome New Subscribers to Pathway to God

We thank the following Donors :

L.

Shri. K.S. Barigali, Kolhapur.

2. Shri. Anant Kulkami
3. Bhushan Gokhale, Mumbai
4. Veerendra Joshijodhapur
5. Shn. Williams Fernandes, Bangalore
6. Shri. L.V. Patil, Belgaum
7. R.F. Dabhar, Sholapur
8. Shri. G.B. Desai, Indi
9. M/S.Central News Agencies, New Delhi
10. Shrni. M.M. Nyamagowda. Belgaum.
11. Prooma Pradnya College, Udupi
12.  Shri. Ashok Kumar Pareet, Ajmer (Raj)
13.  Shri. Shivalal Kumrwat, Rani (Raj)
14.  Smt. Mecna Kunwar, Chanchori (Rajasthan)
Adv. M.B. Zirali,
gzltﬁ?grﬁlz.zou Secretary, ACPR, Belgaum.
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