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sion after the operation. It is unneces- 
sary to poimt out the advantages to be 
derived from its being done at a more 
early age, independent of those respect- 
img the operation itself. PHIL. AMAG. 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine. 
SIR, 

|TIE following directions, peculiar- 
ly useful in this part of the coun-1 

try, the seat of the linen manufacture, 
will it is hoped, obtain a general circua- 
lation through the med-ium of your 
Magazine. Yours, &c. A. B. 

REMOVAL OF INK STAINS*. 
The stains of ink on cloth, paper 

or woo(d, may be removed by al- 
most all acids, but those acids are to 
be prelerred which are least likely to 
injure the texture of the stained sub- 
stance. T"he muriatic acid, diluted 
with five or six times its weight of 
water may be applied to the spot, and 
after a minute or two may be washed 
offt repeating its -application as often 
as may be found necessary. But the 
vegetable acids are atten(ded with less 
risk, and are equally effectual. A so- 
lution of the oxalic, citric, or tarta- 
rous acids in water, may be applied 
to the most delicate fabrics without 
any danger of injuring them, and the 
same solutions discharge from paper 
written 

btut 
not. printed ink. Hence 

they may be employed in cleaning 
books, which have been defaced by 
writing on the margin, without inju- 
ring the text. 

Iron stains. These may be oc- 
casioned either by ink stains, which on 
the application of soap are changed into 
iron stains; or by the direct conitact of 
rusted iron. They nay bheremoved by 
diluted muriatic acid, or by any of the 
vegetable acids already 

mentioned.; when suffered to remaijn long in cloth, 
they become difficult to take out, be- 
cause the iron by repeated moistening 
with water, and exposure to the air, 
acquires such an addition of oxygen, 
as ren(lers it insoluble in acids, The 
spots, however, may be discharged by 
applying, first,, a solution of an alka- 
line sulphuret, which may be well 
washed out of the cloth, and after- 
wards a liquid acid. The sulphuret in 
this ca-se, extracts part of the oxygen 

from the iron, and renders it soluble in 
dilute acids. 

Fruit and wine stains are best re- 
moved by a watery solution of the 
oxygenated imuriatic acid; or by that 
of oxygenated niuriate of pot-ash, or 
lime to whlch a little sulphuric acid 
has been added. The stained spot may. 
be steeped in one of those solutions 
till it be discharged, but the solution 
can only be appliedsafely to whitegoodsk 
because the uncombined oxygenized 
acid, discharges all printed and 

dyed. colours. A convenient method of apply- 
ilg the oxygenized acid easily practi- 
cable by persons who have not the 
apparatus for saturating waters with the 
gas, is as follows. Put about a table 
spoonful of muriatic acid (spirit of salt) 
into a tea cup, and add to it, about a 
tea spoonful of powdered manganese. 
Then set this ctp in a larger one filled 
w ith hot water, mnoisten the stained 
spot with %water, and expose it to the 
fumes that arise from the tea cup. If 
the exposure be continued asufficient 
length of time, the stain will disappear. 

Stains on silk, may be removed by a 
watery solutiou of sulphurous acid, or 
by the fumes of burning s~lphur. 

Spots of grease, may be removed 
by a diluted solution of pture pot-ash,. 
but this must be cautiously applied 
to prevent injury to the cloth. Stains 
of white wax which sometimes fall 
upon the cloaths, from wax candles, 
are removable by spirit of turpentine, 
or 

sutlphuric 
a ther. The marks of 

white paint may also be discharged by 
the last mentioned agents. 

To the Editor of the Belfast Magazine, 
SIR, IN answer to your, correspondent the 

.Linendraper, 
I have to inform him 

that I believe, as yet no colour has 
been found capable of withstanding the 
eflfects of the oxymuriated acid, ex- 
cept such as are liable to be extracted 
by the vegetalble acids, or those made 
up with oil,. The oxymruriated acid is 
merely the muriatic acid, commonly 
called the marine acid,. or spirit of salt, 
with the addition of a redundant quan- 
tity of oxygen, which,. when it comes 
in contact with the vegetable colours 
(for which oxygen has a strong affini- 
ty) discharges them on a slight appli 


