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CHAP. 1.

Out lives difeolour’d with our prefent woes,
May ftll giow bright, and fmule with happier hogus.

ALbiISON.

> © 17 ® S

ESTELLA continued thrce weeks at

the caftle of Stralzi, and daily found her

fituation more pleafing. She would

indeed Bive been bappy, had not the

uncertainty the Iaboured under concern-

ing Madame Veldentz, harraffed her
VOL. IL.—B
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mind ; and had not the remembrance of
Sigifmund proved a perpetuaf fource of
forrow !

Shehadin conformity to the Baronefs’s
advice, written to the Abbefs of St. Clare
concerning Madame Veldentz, and had
received an anfwer with ftrong affurances
that that lady had never written or
made any enquiries concerning her
at the Convent, and protefting total
igrbrance of every thing that rcgarded
her.

In reply to the letter written by
Baronefs Stralzi, the Abbefs fimply
related the very little fhe knew relative
to Eftella: which was, that Madame
Veldentz had applied to her to receive #.
young perfon as boarder, of &l.xom fhe
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had had the charge from infancy, and
whom fhe was conftrained for a time to
quit; promifing] at the fame time, ‘to
fend an annual fum for her maintenance.
She then ftated her furprife at finding
the Cottage vacated, when fhe weat to
feek the yousg perfon committed to her
care ; and concloded with affigning the
iipropriety of Eftela’s condyd, in refid-
ing for above a fortnight in Count
Ifenbargh’s Caflle, to be the caufe of
her ret’uﬁné her admittance to™her

Convent. *

Happily * for -Eftella, flic bad been
pexfedtly fineere in the part of her narra-
tive that xygiated to, what the Abbefs had
Wt ;ud as the Baronefs was
a d ﬂMj;h the real caufe of her
remammg under the roof of Ifenburgh,

&2
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the letter®f the Abbefs made no differ-

ence in her behaviour; or alteration in
L) [ ]

her fentiments fowards her.

‘Whilft Eftella was happy in the atten-
tions and kind béhavieur of the Mar-
chionefs and Baronefs, 8#6*#ood humour-
ed freedom of the Baron, {who foon loft
the prejudice he had at firft imbibed), and
grew even accuflomped to the referve
and/auﬁerity of the ‘Marquis, thé con-
duct of Palamede¥iffed her with vexation.
He'feemed to court opportunities of find-
ing her alone, md w’hm h@ fucceedeH
generally comme o t“ﬁe'w Malf-formed
fentences, expreﬁve%f did"eurseft defire
he had to férve b+ aid e Tisserdtt with
which ‘e "had infpired: maa?‘f thien,

feemingly confufed;’ 'ﬂiﬂﬁsﬂy w off
his converfation, and remain fildat?
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He vifibly obferved her eyery adtion
with the firieft fcratiny; his eyes,
even in compdny,” were perpetually
fixed upon her countenance ; and when
any thing relative to her hiftory was
mentioned,, he Qtt@mied with a degree
of avidity M* ﬁﬂprxved him of all

c1rcumfpﬁ&wn .

The particularity of his copduét was fo
evident to Eftells, that her apprehenfions
were exceflive, and, perpetual, left it
fhould be obferved By any part of his’
family. Fat if, as fhé feamd, love was
the fourwnf his. mmr, would not
the’ Baron and &m) upon making
the Adzfcevpgy, at W withdraw from
heg;ugbm f_g&our and protedlion ; and
coqfqucqtly, @w would again be thrown’
upon the world, helplefs and deftitute !

3
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Thefe diftrefling reflections preyed
upon her centmually, and deprived
her of the tmnqut]h}ty The might other-
wife, in fome meafure, have tafted.
She behaved to Palamede with  the
moft frigid "coldnefs, rnever addreffing
him but when it was réally unavoid-
able, and then with the utmoft re-

ferve.

He feemed 'aware.bf the caufe’of her
condudt, but made not the fmalleft

altetration in his own.

About this period the Calle of Stralzi
was thrown into. great diftrefs.’” The
Marchionefs was * feized *with an
alarming fever, and the ‘moft: fétious
apprehenfions were entertained for her
life.
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Eftella’s affiduities were unequalled :
fhe never quitted thé fick ‘chamber,
adminiftered efery medi(.:ine with her
own hands, and for feveral fucceffive
nights refufed every intreaty of retiring
to reft, but remained cohf’tantly by the
bedfide of the invalid.

The Marchionefs's gratitude was
extreme ; but whilft fhe thanked Eftclla
for the boundlefs gare and attention fhe
beftowed, intreated her to be mindful
of her own health ; affuring her,«that
even if fhe fhould recover,‘ her life
would nQ:‘. be valyable, if in folicitude
for, her canvalefcence, her kmd young
friend fhould impair her own con-
ftitation.

B X
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At the expiration of a-week, Eftella
enioyed the very great happinefs of hear-
ing the Marchionefs pronounced out of
dmger,z and from that period her re-
covery was rapid.

Joy andefeftivity again vifited the
walls of " Stralzi, and the grateful
Marchionefs daily beftowed frefh marks
of affetion towards  Eftella, and pro-
fefed for her the fincereft f{riend-
fhip.

Nothing can be more gratifying to
the heart than the affurance of having
infpired a violent attachment; and the
uncommon folicitude difpfayed by
Eftella during the illnefs.of the Mar-
chionefs, evinced fo mu;:hw&y of . re-
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gard, that the prepoffefiion, fhe had at
firft infpired, was nvettgd mw a perma-
nent affeGtion. o
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CHAP. 1L

W hy wilt thou flizve thy forrows to conceal,
Nor to my fathful car thy cares reveal ?

HOOLK'S PASSO.

—pn—

M VERY day feemed to increafe the
regard ‘of the Marchionefs towards

Eftella, “Whofe Heart retifrned a recipro-
cal friendfhip.

She moft fincerely” withéd“td be' at
liberty to relate every event of her life



THE FOREST .1t

to fuch an apparently warm friend;
and the fecrecy fhe was; conftrained to
obferve was an ynceafing _fource' of
vexation.

The -conftant dread fhe entertained
that fome "untoward accident might
betray any part of her life that fhe had
fupprefled, and the continual grief fhe
experienced for the death of Sigifmund,
gave an air of profound melancholy to
her countenance, ‘that added to the
intereft fhe infpired.

One  morning, when, alone im the

Baronefss drefing. reom, fhe felt an
irrefiftable temptation to endeayour to
finifh a little miniatire fhe had attempt-

ed, of Sigifaund, foon aftex their fepara-
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tion;_ and * with the refemblance of
Jvhich fhe had besn fo much fatisfied,
that fhe had preferved it with great
care, though, of courfe, unable to go on
with it, whilft a prifoner at Ifenburgh’s
Cafile.

The Bargnefs had been painting that
morning; heér colours and brufhes re-
mained on the table. - Eftella was
confident fhe would not return for fome
time, (fhe having gone an airing with
the D:Iarchionefs;) therefore taking out
the little picture, and feating herfelf at
the fable, the commenced the under-
taking. '

She had been above.an: hwr thus
employed; and therefimiblince: -to
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Sigifmund grew more perfe& with every
firoke of her bryth. ' Quife abforbed jn
the employment and engroffed with
the refletions that his image brought te
her recollettion, fhe heard not the
opening of the doot, nor was the leaft
confcious that fthe was obferved, till,
happening to turn her head, flie perceiv-
ed Palamede earneflly gazing at the
pifture from behind her fhoulder!

An involuntary exclamation of fur-
prife efcaped. her! and the miniature
fell to the ground.

Palamede inftantly picked it up, and,
refufing her earneft entreaties to reftore

it, feemed 1tmfgamm it with the
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« How* does each day unfold your
perfedtions, €he cried, without noticing
her fupplications to return it): This
painting is really inimitable !”

¢ % ’Tis an attempt that does not
deferve notice, (returned Eftella); I
formerly learned that kind of drawing,
and merely wifhed to fee if I had quite
loft the talent.”

“ Where is the origidal ?” (enquired
Palamede).

** The original is—I mean it is folely
defigned from fancy,” (replied Eftella
with great hefitation):

 Indeed!” (retorted Palamede with
a look of incredulity).
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“ Yes, indeed, (continued Eftella
with increafed .cgnfuﬁop).; and it is fo
very badly executed, that I am’ quite
athamed of my performance.”

* And you would really perfuade me
‘this is merely a fancy painting! (ex-
claimed Palamede). Do you think me
fo -firengly:. tintyred with the family
credulity 7

Eftella felt, hurt: there was an
allufion in the conclufion of his fpeech
that mortified and confounded her, and
fhe remaihed filent.

I do not wifh to difirefs you, (added
Palamede), but interrogate your own
beart ; bapt" I niét’ fame caufe to bave
fufpicigns? Deal candidly with me: I
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am not onfy willing, but able to ferve
you; and You may rely upon my
fecrecy -and difcretion. I have long
fought an opportunity of difcourfing
with you alone; but you have avoided
me with fuch care, that the attempt till
this morning has been fruitlefs. Do not
look fo coldly upon me; I may be
deficient in proféflations of tegard, but I
hape I cannot be accuff.:,d‘of failing in
the per"formam;e of ?rienglfhip! Look
upon me then in future ‘as ktyour Jriend ;

and as thz firft proof of your confidence,
I require, that if the perfon whofe
fc;gﬂtux;es* you have bceﬂ gehmatmg is
dear toyou, you uow uzfyr;n q;e of his
nan}e.

Eftella ]
2 fcpat te, the ettheatin of

Palamede with pmfound attention: and
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for fome minutes after he had done
fpeaking, remained filent,and embar-
raffed : he again urged her, in ﬁrongér
terms than before, to beftow upon him
her conﬁdencc., and reveal the name of
the ongmal of xhe pl&ure But though
there wasﬂanvuudefcnbable fomething
in his manner, that rendered her half
willipg to tsave comphed,{ upon the
thadow of reﬂe&xon, fhe found fhe
neither could, nor ought, and after 2
little hefitation faid,

“ Can you fuppofe, Lord Palamede.
that if I gnhappxly had withhéld 'any
occurrence. “of, my life” from Baronefs

¢k sddy iR

Stralzi, I °§ be ‘induced to beftow

my confideace upon, her fon? The

miftruft y w% is_painful and
humiligting te me. 161 deferve -it, I
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am affuredly an obje&t of commiferation,
and ’tis ungenerous to perfecute the
unhappy. With refpedt to the picture :
I can fay no more than I have already
uttered; and you will now, I hope,

return it to me ?”

“ I give it you, (anfwered Palamede,
putting the picure into her hand,) and
with it this caution :—Carefully conceal
it from my mother, from the Mar-
chionefs ; nay, indeed, from every part of
the<family. The features are too well
known for the pretext of its being a
fancy picture to gain beligf. And at
the fame time receive my affurance that
I will never betray you!“

With thefe words Palamede haftily
quitted .the apartient, .Jeaving Eftella
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overwhelined with perplexity.and fur-
prize. From what he had uttered, it
appeared he had ‘been acquainted with
the perfon of Sigifmund; and fhe
determined fri@ty to’ follow his injunc-
tion, with regard to concealing the
miniature from all other eyes.

With refpe&t to the hints he had
given, of her having concealed fome
occurrences of her life, pfter beftowing
much refletion on the fubje@, fhe
concluded he ij fpoke from eon-
jeQure, and with the hopes of enfnar-
ing her into 2 confeffien, if the fa& had
been fo.

From -that day a vifible alteration
took.- ‘place ‘#ah thélbelaviour of Pala-
mede ;. he - mo -bmiger. “fought oppor-
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tunities ‘of converfing with her; no
longer opprefled her with his regards ;
and Eftella was very well fatisfied, even
to have incurred his difpleafure, to be
quit of the apprehenfions his attentions
had created.
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CHAP. IIL

Up fprings the dance along the lighted dome,
Mix’d, and evolv’d, a thoufand fprightly wsys.
‘The glittering court effufes every pomp;

The aircle deepesis ¢ beam’d from gaudy robes,
Tapers, and {parkling gess, and radiant eyes,
A foft effulgence o'er the pilace wives.

TROMPION

Foreboding tu&-ﬁ By biegshdy
Something {its heavy. ’{?tnd p&él down
My {pirts with 1ts weight.

AN s
P REPARATIONS for a mafqued ball

engrofied the attention of moft of
the inhabitants of Stralzi Caftle,
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"The Baronefs, defigning it to be the
moft fuperb and brilliant that had ever
heen given in that part of the country,
fuperintended the decorative ornaments
herfelf; and, as neither expence nor
trouble were fpared, and her tafle was
exquifitely fanciful, the long fuite of
rooms appropriated for the fcene of
gaiety, foon were fitted up in a fyle of

fplendid magnificence fearcely to be
equalled.

When the deftined €vening arrived,
the Baronefs was ftrenuous in her ar-
guments, that Eftella fhould be prefent at
a fpecies of amufement {o new to her.

Eftella, who had bitherto confinec
herfelf to her apartment, when . any
entertainments took plage at the 'Caftle
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(the very great affliction fhe experienced
at the lofs of Sigifmund, depri.ving her
of all relith for fcenes of feflivity,.
though always importuned by the
Baronefs to join them), firmly refifting
every folicitation; and, though even
urged by the Marchionefs, continued
nofitive in her refufal.

The Baronefs feemed chagrined:
“ you are unaccountable, Eftella, (fhe
exclaimed peevifhly) ; moft young people
at your age would rejoice at the
opportunity of partaking of fuch an

amufement !”

« I am very fenfible of your good-
nefs in defiring it,"Madam, (returned
Eftella) # 'but in my fituation, I ought
not to encroach-upon your kingnefs !”
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» Silly fcruples! (replied the Baron-
efs), have you no other objection i

Eftella paufed and hefitated :

** Would it be proper, Madam, aftcr
[the recent lofs of my friend ?”

*“ To what friend do you allude,
(enquired the Baronefs); you never
mentioned the death of a friend,
when you refated your hiftory !” Indeed,
what friend bad you but Madam
Veidentz ?”

Eftella’s cheeks were dyed with the
deepeft crimfon ; fhe 'agzin “painfully
experienced the torments of duplicity :
and it was fome mimm:s ‘before fhe
could reply—in ﬁuhenng accents.
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It “wias Ao hef, Madam, i ab
loded.”

‘“ Then, indded. my dil"Bficlla,
(cried the. Mardandfi) 3 |yl Join
with"'the ‘Baroniets, 1o reguefligg you
will no longer réfufe. We muft ‘not
allow you' to nourith melanchilyre-
fleftiofs !

Oh.. pray £ no. iaee.on the fithy
jedt, (inteFruptéd the Baronete, . with an
air ot -pique ;):iz‘:ﬂella ihailuaq M;QQ
fuits Her owsr-inclinations.”

Efelisf, St he ,despef opret,
perceived e Basswiis yrps, Tlloied
and, thowlvi wmbrary fo bey' grics
and epidipg grediately  scapisfed
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in the idea of partaking of the night's
amufement ; flipulating, however, that
her drefs might be fuch as would not
attra&t c;bfegyation, and declaring herfelf
incapable of engdging in any charaller.

Tixe hour, at length, arrived, and
the apartments were foon crowded with
a numereus aflfemblage of perfons in
every varicty of charadler. !

Eftella, in a fimple black do-
mino, entered the grand faloon with
the Marchionefs, and hoped, by the

plainnefs of her appearance, te pafs
unnoticed.

She was, howevez,, Jmiftaken; a
niafk, in the charafier of:a Mmagician,
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fecmed inftantly attracted By her fi-
gure; and, leaying fome mafks ha-
bited as demons, with whom he
had been in converfation, followed,
and kept as clofe to her and ’the
Marchionefs, as .the crowded }qu
would permit.

The Marchionefs fuddenly com-
plaining of heat, propofed, feeking a
cooler apartment: Eftella inflantly af-
fented, and théy endeavoured to gaxju
a paffage through the crowded &n-
trance, but, in the attempt, were
feparated. The Marchionefs, unable
to make an cffort, being forced back
to the ball-room, whilt Eftella, (un-
known to Jherfelf, affifted by the
magicién,)*‘;%ias; 5hurried -into one’ of

c2
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the room's appropriated for refrefb~
- ments.

Upon perceiving that the was di-
vided from her friend, Eftella expe-
rienced fo much chagrin, that, for fe-
veral minutes; fhe did not perceive
that the magician was clofely attend-
ing her. She fit down on a fofa
clofely adjoining the entrance to the
ball-room, vzinly hoping that the
Marchiohefs would pafs, and that the
fhould be enabled to rejoin her.

The magician feating himfelf near
her, endeavoured to engage her in
converfation ; the tone of his voice
was familiar, though it was evident
he fought to difguife it, yet his at-
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tempts were fruitlels. Anxious con-
cerning the IVIar(hmncfs,. and mortl—
fied at having loﬁ her protection for
the evenipg, fhe could only return
fhort and cold replies. He firongly
urged her to dance; fhe refufed in
the moft decided manner: he con-
tinued to intreat, when the appear-
ance of two mafks, in the charac-
ters of Mentor and Telemachus,

feemed to attra®t their joint attention.

The matfks paufed as they approzch-
ed the fofa on which Eftella and the

magician were feated; the latter rif-
ing, made a circular form with his
wand: Mentor and Telemachus in-

ftantly departed.

c3
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The eyes of Eftella involuntaiily
- followed them.

The magician regarded her for
forne time in filence; at length he
faid,

* Ycou appear interefted concerning
the charadiers that have juft quitted
this apartment!”

*“ Does not your art enable
yvou to divine my thoughts?” : (en-
quied Eftella) * Have you any
thit von with to conceal? (return-
¢l the magician.) But v:'hy do I
afk, acquainted as I am with your
hiftory
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Eftella made no reply$ and the
magician, after, attending a few mi-
nutes in expefation that fhe woild
fpeak, continued in a lower fone :

“ Yes, Eftella, every circumflance,
of your life is known to me !”

Eftella; upon hearing her name
called upon by one whom the fuppofcd
o flya wger, ftartled; till recolle@ing,
that the Marchn e 'miohl probably
have callcd her by it im his bearing,
when they were together in the bali-
room, She endeavoured to throw off

her embarraffment, and replied:

“ It" is mot furely furprifing, that
a magician thould be acquainted with
c &
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the paft!s You are, no doubt, able
to inform me of my future deftiny?”

* Do you wifh me te convince
you? (Enquired the magician.)

“ No, (anfwered Eftella, fighing;)
I have alveady experi.enced fuch irre-
Mediable misfortunes, that my future
profpects are for ever blafted ¢

* But thofe misfortunes were the
effelt of yourown imprudence!” (Re-
turned the magician.)

* Perhaps fo.” {(Replied Efiella,
mournfully.)

“ The preflure of misfortune comes
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with additional weight, ‘when accom-
panied by the,refletion’ of having
acted with impropriety.” (Rejoined
the magician.)

“ I had no friend .to counfel or
advife me.” (Cried Eftella.)

“ You difdained the friend whi§
was ready and willing to dire&t you,
(anfwered the magician;) the friend
you had eveas vowed to love, and to
be guided by !”

Efiella felt ftartled; an impulfe for
which fhe could mot 2ccount, impelled
her to continue the converfation.

“ I thall have but an-itdifferent
c5 ’
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opinion of your prefcience, if you are
fp defe@ive® in yourerelation of paft
events!?  (She returned.)

“ Nay, (replied the magician,) you
furely cannot -deny but that you once
pofleffed the love apd tendereft af-
fetion of a faithful friend; of one
tho would have facrificed life to’ ferve
you! yet, did you not feorn the coun-
fel given you by this perféti ? Did
you not even act direéily oppofite to
bhis directions ?” *

The embarraffment~of Eftella en-
creafed every inftant.

“ You are,- indeed, miftaken; (the
exclaimed, with much agitation;) I
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never poffeffed the friend® you fup-
pofe.”

¢ Ah, Eftella! have you f{o foom
forgot ¥*  (Cried the magician.)

* Forgotten, what?” (Anfwered
Eftella, fcarcely fenfible of what fhe
uttered.)

 The chapel of St. Agnes!” (Return-
ed the magician, emphatically.)

** Merciful Providence!” (Shrieked
Eftella, and fell back feunfelefs upon
the fofa.)

She was. inflantly furrounded by
the few perfons: who were in the
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fame apartment; and' proper affift-
-ance being adminiftered, fpeedily open-
ed her eyes. In vain fhe logdked ea-
gerly for the magician; he had dif-
appeared.

Though ftill faint and agitated by
what had occurred, fhe refolved not
to leave the fpot till fhe had again
beheld him. Whom he could be that
was thus acquainted with the fecret
of her marriage, aftonithed and ocon-
founded her! Sigifmund had obliged
the prieft and witnefs to their union,
to take a folemn oath of fecrefy;
befides, it was beyond the limits of
probability, that either of thofe per-
fons fhould be at the Baronefs Stralzi’s
ball?
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Strange ideas bewildered *her ima-
gination; and fhe remain€d transfixed,
to the fofa upon which fhe Lad dif-
courfed with the magician ;. infenfible
to every idea, but that of again feeing,
and converfing with him.

Many of the perfons whom her
fainting had attra@ed to the fpot, flill
furrounded her: fhe feemed perfeQly
infenfible to the notice the had at-
tratted ; and to the fpeeches addreffed
to her, returned the moft oppofite
replies.

In this fituation fhe was found by
the Baronefs, who, having been in-
formed hat a lady had fuddenly faint-
ed away, had haftened to the apart-
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ment to afford any affitance that might
be required.*

Upon finding Eftella to be the
perfon, the enquired, with much ten-
nefs, if her indifpofition had been
occafioned by the heat of the room,
or from any other circumftance.

Eftella, not daring to avow the
truth, imputed it folely to"the violent
heat. The Baronefs advifed her to
retire to her own apartment, if fhe
was not perfeily recovered; but Ef-
tella, though really ill, felt fo much
anxiety -to again fee the magician,
that, affuring the Baronefs it had been
a mere momentary indifpofition that
was entirely ‘diffipated; fhe declined
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the offer of retiring, snd adding, that
fhe wifhed eager]y to agaln enter the
Lall, and begged permiffion of, the Ba-
1onefs to accompany her when fhe re-
turned thither.

The Baronefs readily agreed; and,
after fome difficulty, they entered the
grand faloon.

Eftella now eagerly fought for the
magician, but could no where difcern
him.

The Baronefs engaged in talking
to the different mafks, had not leifure
to beftow any attention upon her young
companion, who, faint and difpirited,
remained by her fide, folely fupported
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by the hope of again beholding the
.author of her difquiet.

The mafk, who had before at-
tracted- her attention as Mentor, now
approached, and whifpered fomething
to the Baronefs, who inftantly replied
aloud,

** Certainly.” And then turning to
Eftella, exclaimed:

“ Though you have hitherto
declined dancing, I hope you will
bresk your refolution in favour of my
fop, who now folicits to be your
partner?”

Mentor immediately feized her
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hand, and exprefled his hopes that
fhe would honour him; but the idea
of dancing with Palamede was fo dif-
trefling to the mix}d of Eftella, ‘that,
withdrawing ‘her hand, and turning
to the Baronefs, fhe begged fo ear-
neftly to be excufed, -that Mentor,
finding all folicitation in vain, re-
lu@antly retired in fearch of another
partoer.

At that jundure, much to the’ de-
light of Eftella, the Marchionefs ag-
peared in company with a gentleman
in a blue domino; and, after telling
Eftella the had been every where in

fearch of her, propofed their vifiting
the Eaftern teat, which, fhe added,

in her apinjon, exceeded .all the
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ether dpartments in tafle and fplen-
dour.

. Eftella readily agreed; and, with
the blue domino, (who proved to be
Baron Stralzi,) they proceeded through
the long galery which led to the
Eaftern ball-room.

The galery through which they
pafled, was illuminated with wax
lights, placed in alabafter vafes, which
Afforded a foft and agreeable light,
fomething refembling moon-light; and
the moft fragrant and beautiful fhruts
and exotics were arranged on each
fide, and gave the femulance of a
grove to the narrow winding paf-
{age,
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After being in the fhaded light,
the entrance of the tent prefented a
moft dazzling coup d'wil!

Brilliantly illuminated, and mag-
nificently decorated, the fpe@acle was
attrative and elegant; and Eftella,
wholly unufed .to fuch fcenes, could
almoft have fuppofed herfelf in a land
of inchantment.

The hangings, (which were artfully
difpofed to give the entire effet of*a
tent) were of white fatin, richly orna-
mented with filver, and fupported by
filver pillars, entwined with wreaths of
myrtle, rofes, and jeffamine: the feats
were alfo of white fatin: and the
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floor wis painted with popular inci-
dents from’ fabulous kiftory.

The Marchionefs, in the courfe of
converfation, informed Eftella, that
fhe had been furprifed with the ap-
pearance of her nephew, Lord Fri-
burgh, that night.

“ 1 had flattered myfelf, (conti-
nued fhe,) that my fon, Lord Mel-
dorp, would have returned with himj;
but his coufin informs me, he is un-
expelledly detained; but, however,
that I may fhortly expe@t him."

Eftella congratulated the Marchi-
onefs upon Lord Friburgh's arrival ; and,
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after fome time, the Baron ,propofed
repairing to the fupper-rooms, which,
by that time were thrown open, and,
where the company were then haf

tening.

Eftella at that moment perceived
the magician advancing; and, eaécr
to renew her converfation with him,
ardently defired to have remained in
the tent; but the Marchionefs had
confented to go, and fhe did not dare
to oppofe, and they once more gangd
the entrance of the gallery.

Upon entering the faloon, fhe again
perceived the magician, who contrived
to place himfelf nearly oppofite t6 Ler
at the table.
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She .eagerly hoped an opportunity
would occuar for hiﬁ.again fpeaking to
her. The idea that he was Sigif-
mund, every minute gaining ftrength
in her mind.

_He converfed with much gaiety
to the different mafks that were near
him, and, frequently addreflfed the
Marchionefs, who replied to him with
an air of freedom; and, once during
fupper, whifpered to Eftella.

“ I fufpe@t my. nephew fancies
that his maqk, and difguifed voice, pre-
 vent my aicertaining him! I will hu-
mour the idea.”

This little fpeech of the Marchi-
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onefs occafioned much furprifg to Ef-
tella! Could Sigifthund be nephew to

that lady! It wa.zs,. fhe thought, im-
poffible.

The obje@ of her attention feized
frequent opportunities of addrefling her
with the trifling obfervations general
in  mixed companics; though often
mingling in his conveifation fome
ambiguous phrafes, that proved he was
perfe@ly well acquainted with every
circuroflance of her hiftory that fhe
had ¢fiuved to conceal!

Aiter fume time, he prefented
her w'th a pafket of fugar devices
from actofs the table, and requefled

Ler particular attepuon to «he mottos. |
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Eftella broke feveral; the mottos
proved trifling ; bit a fmall piece of
twifted paper, diregtecd to herfelf, at the
bottom of the bafket, attralled her at-
tention; and carefully opening it, left
the contents fhould be vifible,’ either
to Baron Stralzi, or the Marchionefs,
fhe read the following lines, written

with a pencil :

* You muft, undoubtedly, after the
¢ difcourfe I addreffed to you* this
“eevening, be convinced I am a fivend
* you ought not to avoid. Your ex-
‘ treme agitation prevented me from
* entering into the particulars I withed
‘“ to communicate. What I have to
* unfold materially concerns you. Will
* you honour me with half an hour’s
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‘“ converfation tomorrow, at twelve,
“ in the paviliqn, near the chefnut.
¢ grove, in the park®”

The little billet was written in a
hand fo extremely fimilar to Sigifmund’s,
that every line fhe perufed cncreafed
the agitation of Eftella.

The idea prefled upon her mind,
that fhe had probably been deccived
by Ifenburgh—, and that Sigifinund
fiill exifted! That he might then
be near to her; and that the mafk
who had difplayed fo much know-
ledge of her life, was the dear huf-
band, whofe fuppofgd death fhe had
lainented!

VOL. II—D
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The magician was fo much wrap-
-ped up in the large black robe that
he wore, that it was impoffible to
form an idea of his figure; and his
voice had before appeared to be fa-
miliar to her ear. 'The notion, (how-
ever chimerical,) that he was really
Sigifmund, became ftronger every in-
ftant, and fhe was upon the point of
yielding an acquiefcence to the pro-
pofal of being in the pavilion at the
appointed hour, when the recolledtion,
that, if it fhould =o# prove to be Si-
gifmund, of the rifk and danger fhe
might incur, again involved her in
deliberation.

Eftella continued feveral minutes
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loft in perplexity, when the Marchi-
onefs roufed hel from her reverie,
by announcing her with to return to
the ball-roorfx, and fhe was forced to

rife to attend her. .

The magician leaning acrofs the
table, detained the Marchionefs a few
minutes, to whifper fome communica-
tion: Eftella and the Baron not per-
ceivirg it, continued to proceed down
the room, which, the number of perfoifs
going different ways, rendered tedious
and difficult.

- Upon reaching the long gallery,
the Baron obferved they had loft
the Marchionefs, and, placing Eftella

upon a ‘feat near the fupper-room,
82
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he beggéd fhe would remain there

whilft he went back in fearch of her.

The Baron had fcarce quitted her,
when fhe perceived a perfon in a
green domino, (who had diftreffed her
infinitely during the courfe of the
evening, by apparently watching her
condu&,) approach.

He looked eagerly at her in paf-
fing, and had not proceeded many fteps,
before he tarned back, and feemed
returning to the bench on which fhe
was feated; then fuddenly appearing to
recolle& “hiwmfelf, haftily walked down
the gallery.

Eftella began "to grow : impatient
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at the length of time that elapfed
without the retufn of the Baron with
the Marchiorfefs, when a principal
domeflic of the Baron’s approached
her, and baftily announcing, that the
Baronefs was taken fuddenly ill, and
requefted her immediate attendance
in the library; intreated her to fol-
low.

Eftella did not hefitate a moment,
but inftantly rifing, flew down the
gallery with all poffible celerity.

The room to which fhe was haften-
ing, was on the ground floor, and
opened into the park, though it had
not been in ufe that night. Eftella
was furprifed, upon entering it, to

o 3
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find it efnpty; and, notwithflanding
the latenefs of the hour, and coolnefs
of the evening, the large glafs doors
from which the entrance was to the
Park, quite open!

¢ The Barvonefs is not here, Ro-
derizo! {She exclaimed to the fer-
vant whom fhe had accompanied.) Do
not clofe the door, 1 will return, and

feel her in thg falloon.”

* 'The Baronefs has tuinted, and
is jult carried here for the benefit of
the air.”  (Cried 2 voice fiom the out
side of the glafs doors.)

Eftella eagerly flew to the fpot;
the green domino approaching, caught
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her attention; a dreadful prefenti-
ment ruthed upon her mind: fhe
Meavoured to fly ;  her tottering
limbs refuled the office, and the maftk
fvizing her in his arms, and ftuffing
a handkerchief into her mouth to
prevent her cries from being heard,
with the affiftance of another perfon,
forced her into a carriage that was

in waiting at a little diftance.

o4
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CHAP. 1IV.

1 am no pilot, yet wert thou as far
As that vat thore, wathed with the fartheft fea;
1 would adventure for fuch merchandizer

SHAKSPEAR.

BN\ V) Ae—

"AS foon as the matk had placed
Eftella in the carriage, and feated
himfelf by her fide, the horfes fet
off with a velociiy fcarce to be con-
ceived.
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The terrified and exhaufted Eﬂeila,
inflantly concluded -herfelf again in
the power of Ifenburgh; and the ter-
rors fhe cndured, nearly annihilated

her weak frame.

Her companion preferved a gloomy
filence till they had cleared the' gates
that enclofed the park of Stralzi; then,
after removing the handkerchief from
her mouth, the well-known accents of
Ifenburgh entrcated her to banith irer
terrors; affured her, that hc would
never have employed violence, had
he entertained the moft diftant idea
that fhe would have returned to him,
with ‘entreaty; and concladed with
affuring her, that her future treat-

D5
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ment fhould depend folely upon her
own condud.

Eftella replied not a fyllable to
what Ifenburgh had uttered; in fad,
alive only to the mifery of her fitu-
ation, fhe had fcarce underflood a fen-

tence.

Ifenburgh, irritated by her filence,
dropped the mildnefs he had endea-
vogred to affume, and broke into re-
proachful invectives.

After travelling fome time, they
flopped at a very fmall cottage on a
retired common; and, lifting her from
the carriage, and carrving her into a
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parlour, Ifenburgh gave a fmall parcel
into her hand, ‘and commanded her

to take off the mafquerade habit,
and attire herfelf in the garments’
the would find in the bundle; at
the fame time cautioning her, not
to think of making her efcape, as
he thould, himfelf, ftand fentinel at
the outfide of the room door till fhe

was equipped.

A faint gleam of hope had ficle
through the bofom of Eftella when
fhe had entered the cottage, that
fhe might find fome onc difpofed to
refcue her from the power of ifen-
burgh.

But the idea was tranfitory; not
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a creature appeared that looked to be
an inhabitant of the dwelling; and
the light of morning had fufficiently
dawned sto allow her to fee from
the cafement that looked towards the
common, that there was, at leaft, a
dozen men on horfeback attending
the carriage in which fhe had tra-
velled.

lopelefs and exhaufted, fhe funk
upon a chair; a fhower of tears, in
fome meafure, relieved her diftreflfed
heart, till fhe was roufed by the re-
appearance of Ifenburgh, who, enter-
ing the room in a travelling drefs,
chid her for detaining him fo long,

Alarmed at his manner, Eflella
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promifed, if he would leave her,
to endeavour to” put on the drefs he
required ; and, upon that condition,
he again departed.

Fearful of incenfing him when fo
entirely in his power, Eftella endea-
voured, as well as her agitation would
permit, to cloathe herfelf in the gar-
ments fhe found in the bundle.

She was fcarce attired, when Ifen-
burgh again appeared, and telling her,
fhe was really the moft extraordinary
"of all creatures; for that, notwith-
flanding her tears and paffions, he
had never feen her laok prettier than
at that mement! hurried herbonce_

more into the carriage.
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_ After travelling about a league,
Ifenburgh taking fome provifions from
one of the pockets of the carriage,
ftrongly urged Eftella to accept of

fome refrethments, but in vain.

 Eftella, (cried Ifenburgh, after
her pofitive rejetion of the nourith-
ment he offered,) you probably think,
by refufing fuftenance, to induce me
to give up the completion of my
fékeme. Undeceive yourfelf; you are
now fafe in my pofleffion, and no
power whatever, nor no artiﬁée of
your own, fhall induce me to relin-
quifhvycu. In lieu of incenfing me,
it is your intereft to oblige me; for,
I repeat, that your fate ‘depends al-
moft entirely upon yourfelf. I am
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willing to overlook all that has paffed ;
then do not forcé me to extremities,
by either difdain or obftinacy? We
have already travelled near twelve
hours; it will be impoffible to reach
home in lefs than eight and forty
inore; if you perfift in this perverfe
refufal of food, you will, undoubtedly,
occafion yourfelf a fevere illnels: you
are already faint and low. Come,

Eftella, be prevailed upon.”

The arguments of Ifenburgh had
fome weight upon the mind of Ef-
tella. She acquiefced in her own
heart, to the folly and pifk of ex-
afperating him ; and, taking the refo-
lution to temporize for the prefent,
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acccpted"of fome of the proferred re-
frefhment.

Ifenburgh feemed pleated with her
acquiefcence, and endeavoured to en-
zage her'in converfation, but the latter

attempt was quite ineffeCtual !

“ Have you no cuiiofity to hem
bow I difcovered your retreat, Liitella?
(he enquired.) T affure you I have
lwen at no little trouble! Oh, what
a paffion I was in when T heard of
your fiight! That ideot, Ulrique,
concealed it from me till the even-
ing after ybur departure, (pretending
you was too ill to rife from your bed,)
being, s the afterwards fiid, ‘dfraid of
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the effedts of my anger. _Owin'g to that
piece of folly, you*gained an advantage
not to be retrieved by me. Had I pur-
fued you inftantly, you could never
have cluded the diligent fearch I
made.” -

Ifenburgh paufed at thefe  words,
and feemed to expeét a reply; but
Eftella remaining filent, he continued,

“ In my firft tranfports of anger,
I turned off evefy fervant in my houfe,
(excepting poor- old Catherine, who,
having lived near thirty years in the
family, I could not prevail upon my-
felf to difmifs.) I then hurried to
Mansfeldt, thinking you might have
fled thither; but the family were ab-
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fent, nor could I learn any tidings of
you: at length, my good genius point-
ed.out to me to enquire at the con-
vent of St. Clare; and, from the
Abbefs learned, that you was then
under the proteQion of Baronefs Stral-
zi, at Pilfen. Aftonifhed at vour having
fecured fuch refpeable protedion, and
to find you had actually introduced your-
felf into Sigifmund’s family, I judged
it neceflary to proceed with caution;
and, haftening to Pilfen, I remained
incog. attentively obferving the mo-
tions of the family. When I heard
of the projeted mafquerade, I inftantly
formed the refolution of carrying ydu
off by firatagem on that might; and,
by bribing highly three of Baron
Stralzi’s fervants, effeted my fcheme,
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as you know. Had I not fucceeded,
I defigned to have’ waited on Marquis
Rofenhaim, and informed him, you
was the adventurefs that had been
endeavouring to feduce his fon into
a marriage; and, by that method,
have occafioned your difmiffal from
the caftle!”

Eftella fighed; the words that Ifen-
burgh had fpoken, concerning her ha-
ving introduced herfelf into the fa-,
mily of Sigifmund, dwelled upon her
mind, and excited her firongcf curi-
ofity !

She called to recolleion the con-
verfation of Palamede refpecting the
miniature of Sigifmund, and was more
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than evér convinced he was acquaint-
ed with him.

But it was fingular, that, during
the feven weeks fhe had been an in-
mate in the caftle, neither his name,
nor that of his family, fhould never

have been mentioned.

Once, the remembered Marchior;efs
Rofenhaim  fpeaking familiarly of
Mansfeldt; and, from her converfa-
tion, judging they had a manfion in
the vicinity, "had been tempted, to
enquire concerning Baron Mansfeldt's
family ; and, timidity alone, had pre-
vented her fo doing.

Ifenburgh roufed Eftella from the
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train of thoughts into which fhe men-
tion of Sigifmund's family had thrown
her, by exclaiming:

“ Tell me, fincercly, Eftella; have
you and Sigifmund come to an ex-

planation ¥’

Eftella could no lonver remain
filent.

** Sigifmund! (fhe repeated in an
accent of furprife.) Did you not tell me,
Count Ifenburgh, that he was no more?”

* And bave you not yet difco-
vered, (replied Ifenburgh, carelefsly,).
that I told you a falfity? In love,



70 FUGITIVE OF

as in war, all flratagem is autho-
rifed !”

Eftella made no reply, and their
journey was continued without inter-
ruption. Whenever they approached
a town or village, Ifenburgh carefully
drew up the blinds of the carriage,
fo that every hope Eftella might have
cherithed of gaining affiftance, was
entirely baffled.

It was midnight when they arri-
ved at the caftle near Mindleheim.

The fuffering and wearied Eftella
was lifted from the carriage, half dead
with fatigue and diftrels.
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Upon perceiving herfelf again in
the dwelling from which fhe had
found it fuch a difficult matter to
efcape, and from which fhe had loft
all hope of again flying, a deadly
ficknefs came over her heart, and,
almott fainting, fhe caught by the ftair-
cafe for fupport, and, in filence, of-
fered up an humble prayer to the
Power that could alone extricate her
from the evils with which fhe was

threatened.

Ifenburgh, perceiving her fituation,

appeared concerned.

1 am diftreffed, (be cried,) that
that there is not proper female at-
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tendants to receive you! I will, to-
morrow, endeavour, to procure them:
in the mean while, will you accept
of old Catherine’s attendance, and
retire to your apartment? I will not
folicit your company at fupper to
night; you are fatigued, and, doubt-
lefs, with to be alone!”

Eftella gratefully thanked Ifen-
burgh for the permiffion to retirc;
but the man who had opened the
door to them, faid,

“ I will call Catherine; but 1
am afrald fhe is not well enough to
wait on Mifs; fhe has been 'very
bad indeed. for this laft fortnight!”
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“ Let her be called this moment!”
(Exclaimed Ifenburgh.)

“ Oh, if fhe is ill, pray do not
difturb her? (cried Eftella;) I want
no attendance;” and, taking a light
from the perfon neareft to her, af-
cended  the flair-cafe, and, .with a
heavy heart, repaired to her former

npavrtment.

VOL. Ile===i



74 FUGITIVE OF

K S

CHAP. V,

*Tigbut a fuperficial art

‘T'o heal the ikin, and make the furface whole,
‘When an unfearchable and mortal fting,

Has picrced the nobler part.

e WL e

AFTER faftening the door of the
chamber, Eftella, who, though worn
out with fatigue, yet felt no difpo-
fition to fleep, threw herfelf into an
arm chajr, and gave free indulgence
to the affliion of her heart.
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That Sigifmund lived fhe now
firmly Dbelicved ; ¢ and  that, in  the
charafter of  the magician, he had
dgifeourfed  with her the cvening of

the mafquerade.

Diftradted with the idea that he
would  probubly fuppole fhe had wil-
lingly abandoned Baroncfs Stralzi's pro-
teclion, fhe gave way to the moil
frantic defpair, till feveral raps at the

Joor excited her alarm and attention.

“ Who's thered”  (She  enquired

with much trepidation.)

“ Tt is Catherine, Mifs, with your
fupper; and who is come to preparce

FoQ2
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vour bed.” (Anfwered a female voice

from without.)

.Eftella opened the -door, and, an
old, infirm woman appeared, whofe
countenance depitted fo vifibly the
marks of afperity and ill humour,
that Eftella felt a fentiment of diflike
ipftantiy arife in her breaft.

But, when the poor creature, after
placing upon the table the different
articles fhe had brought, feemed nearly
exhaufted with illnefs and fatigue, the
natural compaffion Eftella poflefled,
conquered every prejudice, and, look-
ing at the old woman .with tender-
nefs, the faid,
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* I am concerned you have bcen
occafioned this fatigue upon my ac-
count!  Pray fit down, and when
von are refted, retire to your own
room. I cannot think of accepting
the aid of one who fecms to require

. attendance in licu of beftowing it!”

“ Thank ve, Mifs, (returned the
old woman, feating herfelf in  the
chair Eftella offered;) I am, to be fure,
very ill : finner, that I am, I feem now
to fuffer for my iniquities! But, had I
known my mafter would have return-
ed to-night, to be fure I would have
had things in better order. Ah, Mifs!
I am forry from my heart he has found
you! and yet I am glad ta fee you here.”

ES
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“ Glad to fee me! (repeated Ef-
tella, with furprife;) Why fhould
you be glad to fee me? I do not
recolle® even to have fcen you when

I was laft confined in this place!”

“ True, Mifs, (anfwered Cathe-
rinc,) but I have many things to
fap to you! Did not you, when you
was laft here, lofe a golden chain,
with a heart upon, which was en-

graved in a cypher, A.E.M.?”

* Yee, indeed, I was fo unfor-

‘tunate, (cried Eftella;) tell me, my
good ‘woman, did you find it ¥”

* Why— yes.” (Replied Cathe-~
rine, with fome hefitation,)
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¢ Oh! that I had any !‘ewarﬂ to
offer vou! (rctarned Eftella,) but,
alas! I have nothing to give, but
thanks! I am poor and deftitute!
But fay when can you reftore it to
me? Can you give it to me to-night ¥”

“ No, (anfwcred. Catherine;) 1
have it not about me. You fhall,
however, have it the firft opportur;ity.
And now, Mifs, pray tcll me who
gave it to you?”

“ A very dear friend!” (Replied
Eftella, rather furprifed at the inter®
rogation.)

« Were the initials hers?” (Again

enquired Catherine.
E4
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¢ No, (anfwered Eftella;) they
belonged to my parerts.”

Catherine made no reply; fhe
feemed overwhelmed with ficknefs.
An afthmatic cough, for fome minutes,
deprived her of refpiration.

Eftella offered her all the affifi-
ance in her power, and addreffed her
with a degree of foftnefs and com-
pafion that feemed highly gratifying
to the peor fufferer, who, as foon as
fhe was fufficiently zecovered to be
dble. to fpeak, faid,

“ You appear a kind-hearted good
young lady. 1 am heartily forry I
cannot aflift you in your troubles: what
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I can, I will do, you may depend upon
it: but have you ho friends to take your
part? Where is your father and mo-
ther? Are they not living ?”

“ I never knew the comforts of
parental care, (replied Eftella, with
tcars;) and the only friend I ever pof-
feffed, is fled from me for ever!”

*“ Well, do not defpair, (rejoinéd
Catherine;) hope for the beft; you
may yet know many happy days! *In
the mean while, pray do not cxafperate
my mafter; by appearing ‘a little re-
conciled to his condu®, you may; at
any rate, gain time; and who can fay
what thall happen ?

ES5
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Catherine then repeated her offers
of fervice with refpelt to waiting upon
Eftella, who, in confideration of her
age and infirmities, declined to accept
them; and, finding her attendance not

required, fhe withdrew.



THE FOREST. 83

i

CHAP. VI.

Oh, bid me leap
From off the battlements of yondey tower ;

Or chain me to fome ftecpy mountain’s top,
Where roaring bears and favage lions roam ;

Or, thut me nightly in a charnel houfe,
Oer-covered quite with dead meny’ rattling boanes,
With recky fhanks, and yellow chaplefs fkulls:
Or, bid me go into a new made srave,

And hide me with a dcad man in hi~ fhroud;
(Things, that to hear them named, Lave made me trembie;
And I will do it without fear or doubt,

To live, an unftained wife, to my fweet love.

et AR RA e —

THE following morning, Eftella re-
ceived a2 meflage from Ifenburgh, re-
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quefting the would favour him with
her company at breakfaft.

‘ Happy- to feize ‘any pretext for
avoiding him, ‘fhe pleaded the fatigue
of her journey, and begged to remain
in her apartment.

‘Ifenburgh, with a degree of com-
plaifance that did violence to his feel-
ings, acquiefced; but fhortly afterwards
fent up, another meffage to fay, fhe
mruf meet him at dinner.

The apprehenfion of incenﬁug'him"
determined Eftella to comply; and,
when the hour arrived, fhe repaired
‘6 the faloon, trt!nblmg mth fear and

e )t’?
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Ifenburgh recetved her with apparent
marks of pleafure and fatisfaion; and
endeavoured, by entertaining her with
lively converfation, to banifh the evi-

dent embarraffment under which fhe
laboured.

Dire@ly, upon the fervants remo-
ing the dinner, Eftella rofe, and mo-
ved towards the door.

« Stop, Eftella, (cried Ifenburgh,
rifing to prevent her,) before you
retire, I muft explain my inten-
tions."”.

Eftella feemed irrefolute how to
.a&; but Ifenburgh, feizing her hand,
gently led her back ‘to her feat.
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« I am diftreffed, Eftella, (he
continued,) to percefve the fears you
feem to entertain. Banith every un-
pleafant apprehenfion; it is true you
have reafon to fuppefe me irritated
by your cruel defertion of my pro-
tetion, and confequent rejection of
my honourable propofals; and I will
acknowledge ‘that I was highly dif-
pleafed! but I am not vindidive;
my anger foon evaporates; as a pioof,
I again offer you my hand! An offer,
which, believe me, few perfons in
my fituation, would have the gene-
rofity to mske: bui, obferve, Eftella,
I will not be trifled with; every
thing is in readinefs - for our union
taking place’ this evening; prepare
yourfelf to meet ) me, «the_refbrc, at
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the altar: if you have the folly to
refufe, take the confequences, and
blame only yourfelf!"

Eftella endeavoured to 1eply, but
tears choaked her voice, and all utter-

ance was denied her.

Ifenburgh perceived her diftrefs, and
again addrefled her:

«“ I fcarce know how to interpret
your prefent agitation. I am willing
to believe it does not proceed from
any repugnance to what I have juft
propofed. Eftella, my condu@® maft
have proved to you that 1 am de-
teymined to make you mine: do not,
by perverfenefs, oblige me to a& in
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a manner I wifh to aveid! For the
prefent, retire to yofir chamber; con-
fult your own reafon, and let that
determine you. At nine o'clock I fhall
expe@ you will, with cheerfulnefs, al-
low me to condut you to the chapel.”

The words of Ifenburgh, were like
daggers to the heart of Eftella; who,
however, gladly availed herfelf of the
permiffion to retire; and, haftening to
her chamber, gave vent to the agony
of her mind. |

She fhuddered at the eonfequence
of informing Ifenburgh of her mar-
riage; yet it was a- confefion fthe

found it woeuld be abfolutely neceffary .
to reveal.



THE FOREST. 89

P
P

After much deliberation he refolv-
cd to defer it Yll fhe was before
the prieft, hoping his prefence might
be fome check «to the violence of
Ifenburzh.

The recollc@ion of her chain and
heart then occurred; and defirous of
feeing Catherine, (whom fhe was ra-
ther furprifed had not vifited her in
the courfe of the day,) fhe rang the
bell.

Two ftrange young women in-
ftantly appeared, and with many ecurt-
fies, informed her, they had been
hired by Count Ifenburgh te attend her,
and begged to know her commands.
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Eftella informing them that fhe
withed to fpeak to Catherine, one of
them inftantly departed, but prefently
retarned, with intelMgence, that the
'poor creature was too ill to wait upon

her.

“ She tells me, - (continued the
young woman who was named Char-
lotte,) that fhe was coming to your
apartment, Madam, this morning, but
was feized with a fit upon the flairs,
in” which ftate fome of our fellow-
fervants found her, and carried her to
her bed-roord.”

“ T withed ‘to have feen her con-
cerning a chain I have loff, and
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which, fhe informed me, fhe had
found, (anfwered®Eftella.) Will you
be fo good as to enquire if' (he can
now fend it to me?”

Charlotte again vifited the chamber
of Catherine, but fhortly returned with
a meflage full of refpe@ to Eftella;
but, at the fame time faying, it was
not in her power then to return the
chain,

Eftella fighed! but, at that mo-
ment, a great clock of the caflle
firiking feven, more diftfeffing images
affailed her mind! She fhuddered
with ~apprehenfion : her attendants
obferving her emotion, enquired if
fhe was ill? She replied in the nega-
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tive; and, feeling their prefence an
infupportable conftraint, added, that the
had then no occafion for their fervices,
and would ring when fhe required
“them.

“ We fhall have the honour to
attend you to the chapel, my Lady,
I hope! {cried.Charlotte, as with the
other attendant fhe was leaving the
room.) Shall we return in half an
hour? The prieft is already arrived.”

A fudden idea ftruck upon Eftella’s
mind, that, by difcourfing with' the
prieft, without witnefies, and avowing
the marriage the had already formed,
fhe might fecure a friend that might
affift her.
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She thercfore defired her women
not to leave her; “nd enquired, if they
could inform her where the prieft then
was?

Charlotte immediately offered to
go and enquire.

“ Do fo, (returned Eftella,)  but
let your enquiries feem to proceed
alone from yourfelf. Upon no account

inform Count Ifenburgh that I defired
them !”

Charlotte readily promifed, and
faying he would be expeditious, de-
parted.

She was,” however, fome’ time
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gone; hit, upon her return, informed
Eftella, that the “psieft was alone in
a fmall room adjoining the chapel, and
offered to condu& her there if fhe
had any thing to fay to him.

Eftella, (who imagined herfelf ful-
ficiently well acquainted with the
caftle to difcover the way to the
chapel,) declined the offer; and, fay-
ing fhe had only cnquired from mo-
tives of cariofity, difmiffed sboth ber
attendants.

They were no fooner departed,
than fue determined to feck the prieft;
and, laking a lamp that burned upon
the table, foftly opened the door of
her chamber, and, with light fteps
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defcended the ftair-cafe, arfd haftily
croffed the gallesy that led the way
to the chapel.
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CHAP. VIL

Soft her accents fell,

Like voices of departed friends heard in our dreame,
Or mufic in the air, when the night fpirits

‘Warble their magic mioftrel{y.

e AV S

ESTELLA’ Beart throbbed violently
- as fhe defcended the winding fair-
cafe that fhe expedted' would bring
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rer to the door that openedf into the
court of the chagel!

Upon reaching it, her hands trem-
bled with the agitation fhe under-
went, to fuch a violent degree, that
fhe was obliged to paufe fome mi-
nutes, before fhe had firength fuf-

ficicat to remove the faftening.

The night was clear and beau-
tful ; moun fhone with uncom-
mon brightnefs; every objedt feemed
difcernable ; and, perceiving a door to
her right hand, fhe conjectured it to
belon’g to the room of which Char-
lotte had fpoken; and, putting her
hand ypon the lock, it inftantly gave
way.

VOL. ll~=F
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She entered, and at the fame_in-
ﬁant,‘ the door cloféd with violence.
The noife ftartled her; the more fo,
as the nigﬁt was mild and ferene,
and the wind did not appear to
have fufficient power to have been
the occafion.

After temaining a few minutes
irrefolute, whether to' proceed or to
return, Eftella; holding up her lamp,
endeavoured to furvey the room.

It appeared fmall and confined :
the window-fhutters were clofe thut,
fo that the meon had no power to
emit her light.

Every thing was filent; and fhe
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had determined to return to her apart-
ment, and refigd herfelf to the tafk
of avowing her marriage in Ifen-
burgh’s prefence, when fhe perceived
another door at the further end of

the apartment.

Hope again reanimated her} and
fhe haflily reached the dpor, which,
after having pafled, the found had
conducted her into a fmall paffage.

A light appeared at fome diftance,
and the air fhe breathed was cold

and damp.

The lamp fhe carried;@@brdcd but
an indifferent light, and {requently
occafioned 'fhadows ™ as. fhe pafled,

F 2
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which, though fhe was not very
timid, yet appalled her imagination.

She, howeer, proceeded ; . but,
upon gaining the f{pot from whence
the light appeared, found herfelf in
the chapél, which feemed perfeétly
empty; and that the light that had
attraed her, proceeded from the
moon fhining through the long Gothic

windows.

Difappointed and chagrined, fhe
turned, with the intention of getting
back to her apartment as expeditioufly
as poffible, when a found, like foot-
fteps arrefted her motion, and, placing
herfelf behind a large pillar to which
fhe happened 'to be near, and con-
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cealing her lamp as well as fhe was
able, remained 2 few minutes in mute
attention, fcarce allowing herfelf to

breathe.

She gazed fearfully around; the
light of the .moon allowed her to
diftinguith fome objedts with facility;
but, upon others, caft a thade t}xat
added to the folemnity of the fcene;
and the air of gloomy grandeur that
pervaded the whole, infpired her with
dread and awe; yet every thing ap-
peared ftill and quiet.

She ventured from her place of
concealmpng,' and deterglz;aed to re-
turn the way fhe hiad entered.

. F3
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Upon looking towards the door,
fhe thought fhe difcovered a figure at
fome diftance.

Alarmed, fhe turned haftily down
the aifle, and prefently found herfelf
at the foot of the altar.

She again ventdred to ook towards
the fpot from wherice the thought fhe
had beheld the figure, but nothipg was
to be feen; and the flattered herfelf it
bad been 4 phantom, created by her
own imagination.’ -

Her coursge returned: the fight
of the altar called o her recolledtion
the interefling moment of her ugion
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with Sigifmund; and, falling upon her
knees, fhe firft “filently -ejaculated a
fervent prayer for deliverance from
the power of Ifenburgh, and then re-
newed the folemn vows fhe had
plighted, of love and fidelity ‘to the
beloved pofieffor of her affections:

Upon rifing from her knees,. the
heart of Eftella funk with terror at
hearing & foft noife from behind, that
refembled half-fupprefied breathing.

She remained fome momests mo-
tionlefs with fear, which increafed
to horror, upon feeling herfelf encir-
cled in an embrace,

A piercing flwiek efcaped her; fhe
R
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endeavoured to fly, but found herfelf
tlofely with-held.

She ftruggled, but had not the refo-
lution to look round. The perfon who
held her uttered fome accents, which her
terror prevented her from diftinguithing, -

At length, endeavouring to con-
quer her terrors, fhe ventured to turn
her head, and beheld herfelf clafped
in the arms of Ifenburgh!

Fear, for a few minutes, lent her
additional ftrength; fhe tore herfelf
from his embrace, and flew with ra-
pidity down the aifle.

Ifenburgh,' catching up the lamp,
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(the had left upon the fteps ncareft
to the fpot where fhe had been kneel-
ing,) quickly purfued her: fhe heard
his footfteps, and terror added celerity
to her flight. The door through which
fhe had pafled into the chapel, con-
tinued open: fhe ruthed through it to
the dong paffage, and at laft reached
the room in which fhe had hoped to
have found the prieft.

In vain fhe fought to difcover
the door that opened into the court;
every obje® was obfcured in the
total darknefs that prevailed.

Breathlefs and exhaufted, fhe lean-
ed agamﬁ the ~wainfcot for fupport,
nnd heard the approach of Ifenburgh

F*5
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with fenfatiéns of horror and defpair
that are undefcribable.

Ifenbargh almoft immediately en-
tered the apartmenf, and, clofing the
door, inftantly difcerned the terrified,
and, nearly-fainting Eftella. -

Placing the lamp upon the table,
he approached her, and, with a fmile,
exclaimed :

“ Why, my dear, unaccountable
Eftella! Tell me, I conjure you,
what occafions this fudden extraor-
nary alarm? We parted, és I thought,
perfely good friends “after dinner;
and F fince learned you had, of your
own free will, repaited do:the chapel.
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Pleafed with the intelligence, I haf-
tily followed you; but, at the mo-
ment when delighted with your com-
pliance, I am pgoing to exprefs my
gratitude, you fcream as if terror ftruck,
and fly, as if you had encountered a
fpectre! But compofe your fpirits my
fweet girl; if I alarmed you by my
fudden appearance, bclieve me, I*am
heartily forry.”

Eftella could not reply. Henburgh,
drawing a chair near to the gable on
which he had placed the lamp, obliged
her to fit down; and, by the tea-
dereft expreffions, endeavoured to re-
flore her to compofure.

The chapel clock flaack mine: Ef-
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tella trembled, but Ifenburgh feeming
not to perceive her emotion, took
her hand, faying,

“ Come, deareft Eftella, let me

lead you back to the altar.”

+ EQella withdrew her band, and
fhruhk from him; yet emboldened by
the foftnefs which fhe thought the per-
ceived in his manner, faid, n a tre-
mulous tone :

* Count Ifenburgh, am I really to
fuppofe youlove me ?”

* Suppofe I love you! (Returned
Ifenburgh.) Eftella, you are dearer
to me than exiftence! What would
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I not perform to infure your happinefs!
There is no [fatrifice, however dif-
ficult, but what I would gladly make
to receive only one approving {mile!”

* Then, indeed, it is quite ‘in
your power to command my efteem
and gratitude for ever!” (Anfwered
Eftella.) '

*-Oh, name but" the conditions!”
(Cried Ifenburgh, eagerly.)

* Pray hear me with patience,
(replied Eftella.) Obftacles that can-
not be removed, impede our union,
and ——=" |

* No, no! (Interrupted Henburgh,)
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on that fubjet I will not hear 2 fyl-
lable! Yeou already* know my final
determination !

“ ‘Oh, fay not fo! (Exclaimed
Eftella.) * You are too generous to op-
prefs the unfortumate! Recolleit the
promifes of protection you encouraged
ihe with upon our firft meeting! I
moft gratefully “remember the kind
relief you then afforded me; bat for
your generofity, to what ewils might
I not have fallen 2 vi@im? Do not
let it be faid, you faved me from the
calamities that I might have fuffered
from ethers, to b yourfelf the’ in-
fliftor of my miferies !”

» ‘Is thete' fo math crwelty in
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afking you to accept my hand and for-
tune?” (Demanded Ifenburgh haugh-

tily.)

“ Yes; (anfwered Eftella,) when
I repeat, that it is utterly impoffible
for me to accept them!”

* Take care, Eftella; (replied
Ifenburgh,) I am now calm; but be
cautiots how you excite my refent-
meént. Remember, you are folely in
my power !”

 Oh, Count Ifenburgh ! (Cried Ef-
tella.) You haye new named my grsat-
eft fecurity! I am’ in"yous power;
and have I not therefore a claim upon -

your generofity? What man of honour
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would take advantage of the helplefs
ftate of the friendlefs and unhappy?”

“ T infift upon being informed of
the reafons, that you fay, render our
marriage impoffible. (Exclaimed Ifen-
burgh, who had feemed for fome mi-
nutes loft in conjeSure.) If any do
exift, it iz proper I fhould be made
acquainted with them.”

* I cannot tell you whilft you
look fo fternly!” (Anfwered Eftella,
agitated violently.)

“ No trifling, Eftella! (Returned
Ifenburgh.) I will be informed!”

“ Then hear mje with calmnefs,
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(exclaimed the intimidated Eftella:)
but the vows you demand, are already
given to another!”

* 'Tis falfe! (Cried Ifenburgh,
vehemently.) You affert an impof-
fibility! When? Where could this
pretended union take place? Noj; it is
a palpable mventxon, too ndxculous to
gain belief; nor does it in the lea&
thake my refolution!”

“ And yet, (cried Eftella, fhedding
a torrent of tears,) I have uttered
nothing but the truth.”

“ Name, then, the perfon to whom
thefe vows were given.” (Returned
Ifenburgh, with encreafing paffion.)
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“ I dare not, (faid Eftella;) but,
as I hope for your tompaffion and for-
givenefs, indeed, I am already mar-
ried

“ Then it is Sigifmund by whom
I am’ fupplanted! (Rejoined the en-
raged Ifenburgh.) But do you imagine
this confefflonn will avail you? On
the contrary, it has added a fimoles
to my intentions! And the gratifica-
tion of humbling you to become my
wiftrefs, will be even heightened by
the reflection, that I s, at the fame
time, heaping fhame and difgrace upon
my detefted rival I"

' Oh, mercy! merey?  (Shrieked
the haif-frantie Eftelia.)
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At the fame inftant, ffom the
extremity of the foom neareft to the
chapel, appeared the form of a pale,
but beautiful female, in loofe flowing
drapery, which drooped in folds, and
half fhaded her countenance.

* Ifenburgh! (Cried the fhade.)
My fon! Defift! Eftella is thy

fifter!”

“ What is it I behold? (Ex-
claimed the amaged Ifenburgh.) This
is fome deception I

With thefe words he fprung to-
wards the fpot where he beheld the
appesrapge; but his foot firuck againft
the table: he fell with it to the ground,
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with violence; the lamp was extin-
guithed, and every ‘obje® was loft in
the darknefs that fucceeded.
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CHAP. VIIL

“There 18 a trembling expectation in me,
That, by fome fecret impulie, draws me on
*To the great revelation of my fate?

The time 1s lab’ring, wxﬁkm things and new
Prefs to the birth,, prepdre yourfelf to mect them,

et WA, CUA, Qs

ESTELLA, who had funk upon the
floor in breathlefs terror, upon the
appearance of what fhe concluded a
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fpecire, remained fome time in total
infenfibility.

Upon opening her eyes, fhe was
tempted firft to believe, from the
quiet that prevailed, "and the entire
darknefs, that the had been only ha-
rafled with a tormenti.tig dream ; but
! few minutes refleftion convinced her,
that every thing that had feemed to

occur, was petfeftly real.

The words of the fpe@re ftill vi-
brated upon her ear, and bewildered
her in doubt and amiazement.

She blefled the merciful interpo-
Gtion that -had miraculoufly faved her
from the violence with'which fhe had
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been threatened ; and, as ber® courage
returned, even wifhed for the  re-
appearance of the fhade, to elucidate
the myfterious words (he had uttered!

Aftonithed at ‘the fiillnefs that
continued, and furprifed at what could
have befallen Ifenburgh, the rofe from
the ground and endeavoured to gain
the part of the room where the windows
were fituated.

After fome . time fhe difcovered
one, and having with difficulty opened
the fhutters, the moon ftill fhining,
enabled her to obferve the flate of
the apartment.

_ Ifenburgh, lay extended upon the
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floor clofe to the table over which he
had fallen ; and feemed to have received
a fevere wound on his forehead with
one of the fharp corners.

She immediately approached him;
he was fthinned by the blow he had
received, and the blood ran faft from

the wound!

¢ Oh! (thought Eftella) if he is
indeed my brother, ought I to leave
him in. this flate ?”

And at the fame inftant tearing a
part of her gown, fhe endeavoured to
bind up the wound.

Ifénburgh half opened his eyes,
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and perceiving how the was employed,
feebly articulated hts thanks.

“ I will egdeavout.ite el affif-
ance,” (cried Eftella, after hawing
bound up his forehead as well ds the
was able).

“ No, do not, I conjure yon, Eftella,
(exclaimed Ifenburgh) in a few minutes
1 think I fhall be able ' quit this fpot ,
leave me I beg, 1 wa ., further
ad.”

Eftella wbeybi;: dnd meefing no
oppofition , végagked Wer own chamber,
where fhe had not been many minsites
before . her axtenda;:t. Charlofte, ap-
peaidd.

VOL« 1
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“vommdmjj Madam {cried fhe
uptmwcfutyri@,‘l bave been feeking
you evéty where! I ome from poor
Cathefi&e w%c I am really afraid, is
daum; and - the  begs fo earnefily to
fee” you, that I hope you will not
deny her requeft! To be fure it is 2
mourglil  fpeftacle,” but  the, poor
creature’s pleadings would melt 2
hegrt of flope!”

Loadod xiete her jmmediately,”
(replied Eftella).

Am,@mm 3 foon

rine,

The poor ‘cresture “wbon' .beholding
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Eftella, gave an exélamdtion & tranf-
port? then' lookings towards Charlette,
fhe foftly whifpered :

“ But, whit € have to unfold wuft
be to yiurfelf alone."”"

% Leave us, Charlotte,” (fel EL
tella). '

The woman * withdrew ; and Ca-
therine; looking eameftly at Eftella,
exelaimed,

“ Oht selk’die, s Miveyou been
abldste -svid Ale projedied mismminge?”

“.Yes, (replied Efells) I am fill
free t*. )

©2
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“ OW! merciful’ Providence! I
thank Thee! (cried Catherine ener-
getically, and with uplifted hand<);
Oh! M&ﬁ ”Eﬁella, I have much to
unfold, but I am».fé weak, I muft
maké my: nan'at:on ‘a8 {hot\t as pof-
fible, firft, promife me your forgive-
nels.”

“ You ﬁ}reiy canhot have injuied
me ! (retumed} ﬂkﬂa), yet if vou think
you have, ‘accept my pardon.”

“ "Alab [rejoined the old womau)
your ‘}n% heamt;q.m }zftle ;magme

I:(\Q‘i

the gm{L@ wickedied of;

& f
now beforc yon 5 ?&"YW will Cchrate

me whm W@ ﬂﬁ bue: 1 am
penuent"in&sm mﬂe wfeﬂ'on
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appears to me the only way of gttempt
Ing to extenuate n{y gmk i !

“ Oh! how you torture mu wuh
fufpence, (exclmmed Eﬁeﬂa), for pity’s
fake be brief.”

“ Have you been in the ¢hdpel to
night? (enquired Catherine) or in’
any of the places adjoining "

“ I bave” {(anfwered Eftella with
emotion).

“ Tell me i}xen, w Lady,

(repeated Gmhuiue) did. you not foe
a female figure.”

“ ANSE feried. Eftells, fearfully)
63
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by what miracle conld you difcover

it

“ Oh, Mifs Eftella, (refomed the
old woman,) then you have beheld

vour mother?”

* What! (exclaimed Eftella, wild-
'1y,) beheld my mother! And does
the live?” )

* Yes, (fobbed tut Catherine;) fhe
lives, indeed!”

“ Graeious hewven! (cried Eftella,
falling ‘wpon her kneet)) ‘1 thank
Thee' And may you, (continued fhe,
turning to Caiéhe‘d'we,‘) for' this one
confeffion, receive 'forgivénéfs for all
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your offences, be they ever fo numer-
ous! But diret me how to find
her. Let me fly to her! Is fthe
imprifoned? Surely Ifesburgh cannot
know——" ~

“ Ob, no, indeed, (anfwered Ca-
therine,) he is perfedly igno;ant of
every circumflance: but take thefe
keys, Mifs. Go to the firft goor
on your right hand that opens from
the paved court int§ the chapel.
When in the room that it will lead
you to, (and in which I imagine you
have already been this night,) you
will obferve a large piQure of the
late Count hdnging nearly oppofite
the door: carefully feek for a button
that is behind the canvas; prefs it

64
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hard with your fingers, the pannel
and pifture “will flide back, "and you
will then perccive a door of grated
iron ; ugﬂock it, and defcend the
ftairs’ to which it will condu@ you,
and j'Otl will then enter the abode of
your uu(m:lﬁnate mother.”

Lficlla eagerly took the keys with
which Catherine prefented her; and,
tot even refledling upou the terrors fhe
had fo lately éxperienced there, di-
rected her trembling Reps towards
the chapel.
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CHAP. TX.

Cluie auteur de mes jours, par quel
Muracle, par quel pradige m'etes
Vous rendu ?

e 0

EsTELLA, having firiltly. obferved
the inftru®tions of Catherine, foon dif-
covered the fecret fpring in the wain-
feot; and, preffing it bard with her

(&9 ]
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thumb, it jnftantly opened, a;nd dif-
covered the grated ddor.

A variety of contending emotions
ftruggled in her bofom as fhe de-
fcended the old and rugged flone flairs,
to which it had condufted her.

*Upon entering the gloomy cavern
that fhe fuppofed would foon lead he:
to her mother, fhe. paufed for a few
minutes to regain her refolution.

Every thing was filent: fhe looked
towards an aperture it fome diftance,
through which' 2 glimmering light
feemed to iffue; fhe haflily ‘advanced
towards it, and editered a: lugesfized
chamber, matted: carefitlly:. sl round.
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and well carpeted; & good fire blazed
in the chimney, and a lamp burned

upon the table.

A couch at the top of the room
attra®ted her 'attention; fhe approach-
ed it, and beheld, afleep, the, figure
whofe appearance had fo fortuitoufly
refcued ber from Ifenburgh!

Imprefled at once with' flial love,
awe and veneration, the kneeled by
the fide of the couch, and, in a folt
prayer, breathed fosth thank(givings
for being fo miraculouly united to
her mother.

Eager t6 behold her  open her
eyes, to-catch ‘the endeasing appel-
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lation of daughter from her lips, Ef-
tella continued to kheel by the fide
of her parent.

The interefling .moment arrived;
the injured, fufferer awoke, and, fee-
ing Eftella, uttered a plaintive cry:
* My child!” — * My mother!” — was
all’ that either could articulate; and,
clafped in each .others arms, they
mingled tears of joy' and agony!

It was a coanfiderable time, before
cither . Efiglla or - her.,- mother were
fufficiently compofed  to enter into
converfation.

The excels of their joy abforbed
every other idea, They  irequently
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fpoke at the fame time, yet repeated
their interrogatories withbut' waiting

for a reply.

At length, Eftella gained fufficient
recolle@ion to enquire, by what mi-
racle fhe had been difcovered by her
mother? who, in return, informed her,

that the happy event had been oc-
cafioned by , Catherine’s finding the
chain and heart: .

« But it is a long flory that 1
have to unfold, (fhe added;) you
will not be able to liften to me to-
night !”

Eftélla frongly folicited to be made
then atiqiaintéd 'with her parente=hif-
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tory, and to'-hear by what fingular
circumftance fhe hid been made a

prifoner in her own fon’s caftle ?

“, Indeed, - my child, (anfwer-
ed her mothet,} my fpirits have been,
to-night, .fo wmuch  agitated, that
I do not think I could go through
-what you afk: befides,» my Eftella,
you forget the, anxiety g"muﬁ natu-
turally feel,, to hear, the caufe of
your forlorn. apd neglé'@ed,ﬁate. The
littte I have been able to gather
from Catherine,' bas inflimed, infead
"of futjelying,, my cariofity 1

. Blella ;complind;:. as 'well ns her
agitation. would permit, . 2nd - related
every event of her dife that e fould
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recolle®t, withent omitting a fingle
circumftance.

Her mother difplayed the moft
lively emotions during the recital! In
the part that particularly related to Ifen-
burgh, fhe feemed agitated to agony!

“ Oh, my child! (the cried, when
Eftella ceafed fpeaking,) how can
we fufficiently adoré the Divine good-
nefs that has thus wonderfully faved
you from the gulph of mifery into
which you have been fo nearly precipi-
tated! May the miraculous interpo-
fition p}ove a beneficial leffon to my
poor fon! Oh, Eftella, to be reflored
to the world; fo enjoy the comforts
that have been for:fifteen gessmde-
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nied to me, will not be a bleffing,
if I find him worthlefs and difli-
pated! And, from what you have re-
lated concerning him, I tremble!

Ah, when I fuppefed myfelf for
ever fecludéd from the world! When
1 concluded I fhould never enjoy the
rapturc of my childrens’ fociety, I
then  thought they ,were bleffings,
which, to poflefs, muft, far ever, ba-
nith unhappi'nef’a’!‘ Bat now, when
the moment feems to approach, I feel
the fallacy of my ideas: what com-
fort can vifit the parent’s heart, whofe
offspring is depraved and upworthy?

Unfortunate Ifenburgh! Deprived
in early infancy of both parents, your
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faults probably fpring from negle.
and falfe indulgence, rather than fron

nature !”

Eftella faid every thing to con-
tole her mother, and relieve the
grief which oppreffed her heart; and,
after fome time, perceiving her more
compofed, again folicited to hear the
fingular events that could have caufed
her confinement, - entreating her, not
to condefcend upon minut€ particu-
lars, but merely to welate, by whofe
power and contrivance f{he had been
thus immured; and the flory of her
death fabricated.

“, Avconcifely as I can, (veplied her
mother,) I will endeavour toinform you.
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“ Ah, my deareft Eftella, when
you fhall hear your parent’s fad hif-
tory, you will, more than ever, be
convinced of the danger of conceal-
ment, and the miferies into which
our paifions may involve us. Be ever
diffident of your own judgment; nei-
ther goodnefs of heart, nor even un-
derftanding, are equivalent to expe-
rience! Paflion tends but to lead us
into error; and # is reQitude of con-
dudt, that can ‘aloge guide us fo hap-
pinef='"
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CHAP. X.

% Oh, grant us heaven! that fortitude of mind,

Which liftens to qur duty, not our paffions !
TROMION .

To her who lov'd nie with.x fakpfid mind,

My infant charge I unbaptiz’d confign’d ;

‘With tears and fighs T geve thee to her care,
Remote from thence, the precious pledge to bear !
‘What tongue my forrow, and my plaints can telt,
How oft 1 prefed thee, with a laft farewel] !

With ftreamung tears, each tepder kifs is drown’d,
While frequent fighs my flattering words cadfound:

“

WA VY S

“ ] HAD the misfortune to lofe niy
father, (faid the Lady,) in empmenrkieft
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infancy; and, two years after his de-
ceafe, my mother niariied Lord Win-
terfein, a nobleman of confiderable
fortune and authority; and alfo a wi-
dower, with one daughter.

“ To the education of Agatha, his
child, and myfelf, my mother paid
ejual aud unremitting attention, till
I attained my ecleventh year, when
my misfortuneg furft opened in the
irreparable lofs of that beloved pa-
rent.

‘* Agatha, whom gratitude and in-
clination had warmly attached to my
dear mother, fincerely fyn}patlui;ed in
my forrow; and our. grief feemed
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to defy even the foftening hand of
time.

“ Almoft immediately after her
death, Lord Winterfein placed us, to
finith our education, in the convent
of St. Agnes, where we reniained
three years; at the expiration of
which time, we rcturned home, in
order to celebrate the nuptials of
Agatha, (who was three years older
than myfelf,) with the Chevalier Vel-
dentz, to “‘whom fhe "had bcen af-
fianced from childhood.

Y ‘Ales, what an alteration had
three fhort years made in our do-
meftic refidence! Lord Winterfein
had married again, and all his af-
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feftions feemed- centered in his new
wife,

“ He had never, even in the life-
time of my mother, been affetionate
towards me, but he was now per-
felly unkind: I was fenfible I had
no claim upon his regard, and there-
fore bore his feverity in filent forrow ;
but the coldnefs he manifefted towards
the amiable Agi#tha, furprifed and con-
founded me!

‘“ In confequence of the very ear-
neft folicitatiqgiiig my dear Agatha, I
was permztt,k attend her' to the
Chevalier's effite affef her marriage,
inflead of " returning''to the 'chnvent,
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as had been Lord Winterfein’s inten-
tion, and, where I believe he would
have been happy to have confined
me for ever, had my not being a
Proteftant - been a prevention to m};
taking the veil; for I was folely de-
pendant upon him.

“ With Agatha, I remained two
years; and, during that time, formed
an attachment to. the only fon of
Baron Melfox;, wh?ch was never to
be eradicated from my heart.

‘“ Our regard was mutual, but he
dared n J tfolicit me in marriage,
being whelly dependant wpon his fa-
ther, whq, defigned him for a rich
heirefs, to whom he was guardian.
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*“ In the mean time, I fuffered
the moft pdignant' forrow, at wit-
nefling the unhappinefs of my friend
Madame Veldentz, whofe hufband,
plunged in'gzxiety and extravagance,
was ruining his fortune, and behaving,
towards her, with the moft ciuel neo-

leét and contempt.

“ About this period, the Baron Mel-
fort died; and my faithful Auguftu-
fucceeding to his eftatg as foon as
decency would pci’f‘nit. threw himfelf
at my feet, and conjured me to unite

my fate to his.

“ I referred him' to-Lérd Winter-
fein, thinking, -'fhat "' mye dedenfed
mother's hufband? I tosad Riwethm
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attention ; and, at the fame time,
fully conﬁldent de  would approve
a union, that would free hit fioni
all further trouble upon my account.

*“ Baron Melfort then immediately
left me, to haften to Lord Winterfein,
with whom he had no acquaintance;
but, whem he hoped would approve

his propofals.

“ After his départure, it was &
confiderable time before we received
any intelligence goncerping him ; when

it did arrive! -

“ ”Oh, heavens! No . fucceeding
anguith ; has been able to obliterate
the ‘dreadful agenies I experienced! .

VOL. Il—3
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‘ Baron Melfort had, by accidént,
met Lord Winterfein at a friend’s houfc,
' fome Yeagues from the eftate of the latter.

“ A moft violent quaniel had taken
place betwixt them, in confequence
of a difference of opinion in politics;
a challenge was the confequence: they
met, and Lord Winterfein was fo dan-
geroufly wounded, that his life was
endangered, and Baron Melfort obliged
to fly the country.

¢« 1 received thjyg affliting news,
with a peremptory igeflage, to return,
without delay, to my father-in-law!

¢ T dared not to difobey the ciuel
mandate ; and, taking 3 tender leavc
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of my dear Agatha, (who exprefied
the utmoft reluftance to part ~ with
me,) departed, full of affliion, for
Winterfein caflle.

“ Upon my arrival, T found Lord
Winterfein  confined by the wounds

he had received, and his death daily

expedlted.

“ T was received by Lady Win-
terfein as the author of thefe cala-
mities; loaded with reproaches, and

clofely confined to my chamber!

“ The following day I was ordered
t6 attenrd Lord 'Winterfein: with the
hopeysbofl foftening his refentment,
flew to his Bed-fide.

.o
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“ I found him cruel and vin-
dictive; his breafl boiling with re-
venge at his defeat in the duel: exe-
crating his antagonift, and hating me
for the attachment I had acknow-
ledged !

“ My fighs and tears feemed ra-
ther to exafperate, than to mollify
him; and, after exhaufting himfelf in
reproaches, he extorted from me 2
folemn promife, that I would never
unite myfelf to, or even fee Baron
Melfort.

“ From that day, - confrary te the
opintions and prediQtions of his medical
‘attendants, Lord. Winterfein - rapidly
cecouered - "With returiiing heslth, his



“THE FOREST. - 149

e e o e v -

hatred towards me fecmed to acquire
increafing inveteracy, yet he would
not fuffer me to return to Madame
Veldentz, (who, in repeated letters,
urged it as a favour,) nay, he, at
laft, made a pretext, of her having
authorifed Baron Melfort’s addrefles,
without firft confulting him, to quar-
rel, and break off all intercoutfe with

his daughter.

“ Baron Melfort, hearing that Lard
Winterfein had recovered from his
wounds, returned from his place of
concealment, and, addreffing a letter
to him, full of the moft iffe®ing and
gepuine forrow for the effeds of his
rafhnefs, entreated permiffion,. that Lis
marriage might yet take place.

1n*3
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* I happened to be in my father-
in-law's company when this letter ar-
vived; but I have not language to
deferibe the fury that pofiefied him
on the perufal.

“ Not contented with rejefling the
propofals with the moft infulting con-
tempt his rancour was not fatisfied,
tili, by a courfc of decp-laid fchemes,
too tedious to be now related, which
the power and influence he pofieficd
cnabled him to exccute, he finally
reduced the unfortuniate Melfort from
the poffeffion of a genteel compe-
tency, to a ftate -of aqual poverty.

“ 1 had refided near a twelve-
waonth dn Winterfein caftle, when it
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was my il fortune to attra@ the
verard of Count Henburgh, who di-
redtly mado propofals to Lord Win-
terfein, which were, by him, inftantly

accepted,

“ In vain I made ufe of prayers
and entrcaties, that the dreadful mar-
riage might not take place; in viin
I fupplicated for permiflion to remain
fingle ; my cruel flep-father was deaf
to all I could utter, and 1 was com-
manded to receive the Count .as my
future hufband,

‘ Feeling it impoffible ever to
entertein a. proper regard for the
Couut, aud to obliterate the tender
recollection of Melfort, I came to the

4
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refolution wof _confeffing my prior at-
tachmens, -and .prevailing, upon my
deftined buthapd to withdraw his pre-

tenfions..

“ But my hopes proved fallacious;
the Count replied, ** that 1 muft fup-
pofe him very deficient in gallantry to
refign me; that the avowal I had
int made, convinced him of my
virtue ; and, that though he might
not then be fo fortunate as to pof-
fels my affelions, he doubted not,
but. conftant tendernefs, and unre-
wmitting attentions on his part, would
in a fhort time, engage them.”

* Not 1o, dyell. tgp inytely, on
circumflances, ;, I was, thorly after,
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dragged to the altar; and, "as foen
as thc marriage’ ceremony was '‘con-
cluded, carried, by the Count, to
this, his favourite eftate, near Min-

dieheim.

¢ With him I lived in fplendid
mifery near three years; the confef-
fion of my early attachment having
rendered him fo diftreflingly jealous,
that he fecluded me, almoft entirely,
from obfervation and fociety.

* I could, however, have been
perfe@tly happy in conforming to that
mode of living, had I been but sndif-
Jerent to the Count, but, unhappily for
my repofe, I entertained a ftrong diflike
towards him; which, thomgh it did

) )
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not prevent me from fulfilling the
duties T had promifed at the altar,
yet rendercd his perpetual fociety, be-
yond meafure, irkfome:

“ The reftri®ion from feeing Ma-
dame Veldentz, which,’(in confequence
of my father-in-law’s information, that
fhe had favoured Melfort’s pretenfions,)
was laid upon me, I confidered as a
great hardfip; and, if 1 murmurcd,
that was the fubject.

“ The only happinefs I enjoy-
ed, was, in relieving the necefiities,
and foftening the afflitions of the

poor.

¢ Ah, the refleion of thofe mo-
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ments, have foftened many fucceeding

L]
hours of anguifh!

“ In adminiftering comfort to the
affli@ed, how often, for a time, have

[ even forgot my own griefs!

“ And how frequently have I
accufed myfelf of ingratitude at com-
plaining of my lot, when I have be-
held an unhappy fuffererer, firuggling
with the accumulated miferies of pain

of mind, poverty and ficknefs!

“ The birth of my fon opened 2
pleafig fcene ¢o my imagination; I
flattered myfelf, that the delightful
occupation of attending him, and im-
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planting ‘thé fegds of virtie in his
infant ‘miwd,. would abforb my cares,
and diffipate the recolle@tion of my
difappointments.

“ Within a fortnight after the birth
of his fon, Count ifenburgh died s
leaving me the caftle and eftate near
Mindleheim, upon the condition of
my remaining & widow; by a fecond
marriage I was ‘to give up every
thing.

“ I had emtentainéd diftreffing
apprehenfions, ‘et the>Count fhould
have ‘configned * iy child ‘to the
guardianthip of -Lord: Winterfein, and
enjoyed the moft lively fatisfalion at
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learning, he had deputed that truft
to a relation of his own, whofe cha-
rater was unexceptionable. .,

“ As foon as my health and
propriety would permit, I haftened
with my little fon in fearch of my
dear Madame Veldentz, from whofe
fociety and correfpondence I had been
reftried for four years; but upon
arriving | at  the Chevalier's eftate,
heard the diftrefling intelligence, that
the imprudent man, after diffipating
his fortune, had fold his property, and
fled, no one. could tell whither; and
that my poeor, friend, abandoned by
every.ene, .boarded at the Convent
of Bt Clare..
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“ I will not dwell upon the
mutual happinefs that Madame Vel-
dentz and T experienced upon meeting
after fuch a long feparation.

“ The variety of forrows that
cach had endured during that period,
broyght tears of {ympathy to our eycs,
whilft the retrofpe@ of our happier
days checquered thém with finiles

of gladnefs.

“ Agatha readily confented to
return  with me to Mindleheim,
where T hoped we fhould pafs the
remainder of our days'in tranquillity.

““ T foon perceived that my 'friend
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experienced the moft corroding forrow
at the negleét and defertion of her huf-
band, of whom fhe was paffionately fond.

“ She acknowledged to me, that
thortly after my marriage, when
abandoned by him, fhe had fought
her father’s protection, (which was
granted to her, with full affurances
of futuic favour in confequence of
her promifing never to rcturn to him,
cven if folicited), that in lefs than
a twelvemonth, upo recciving a
letter of affeion and contrition from
the Chevalier, fhe had inftantly
quitted Lord Winterfein, though aware
of the refentment, which, by fo
doing fhe would excite, and within
fx months was again forfaken.
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% I ufed every effort to foothe
the afftition of my friend, but it
was not till many *months had elap-
fed that fhe appeared refigned to
her lot.

*“ My year of mourning was juft
expircd, when we received an unex-
pedted, and I may add, unwelcome
vifit, fiom Lord Winterfein.

% His behaviour was cold and con-
ftrained, though it was evident he
withed to appear friendly,-and to gain
my confidence.

“ He could not conceal the, mor-
tification he experienced at the guar-.
dianfhip of my-fon;being gonfigned to
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other hands; -ory thet he - imputed it
to my influence® gver the mind of
the late Count.

“ 1 faw him depart with plea-
fure, and as Madame Veldentz had,
in a great meafure, recovered her
cheerfulnefs, flattered myfelf I {hould
experience more eafe and comfort than
lad yet fallen to my lot.

“ But it -was’ not to be; officious
friendthip! (for fuch I muft call it))
bronght to- my recolleftion the. un-
happy Melfort; reminded me of the
folemn vows of everlafting love which
we Had éxchatped ; of his roined for-
‘tudbs): fofely’ ocexfioned - by his af-
feQioh fr'nie; s6d frged, that now
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[ was free, T ought to fulfil my for-
mer engagement !

‘1 rei’ﬂicd to thefe arguments,
the folemn promife I had given Lord
Winterfein, and the obligation under
which Count Ifenburgh's will had laid

me to remain fingle!

* Madame Veldentz perfevered;
and, though T refifted all her .per-
fuafions to fee the Ij,imm, I, at
length, confented to receive his let-
ters!”

Ah, my dear Eftella! Take warp-
ing from my fad flory,’ and always
fhun the fir? edvance to an ' aflion
which judgment forhids!
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Refift the firft temptation, and
the conqueft is eeafy! But yield, in
the {malleft inflance, and each flep
will iuvolve you in freth entargle-

ments.

* Qur correfpondence had not
continued many months, ere 1 was
aftonifthed at the difficulty with which
I had firft agreed to it! I was loft
to every fentiment but the pleafure
it afforded; and, every letter I re-
ceived, ftrengthened the attachment it
fhould have been the ftudy of my life
to have combated.

‘“ At. leagth, partly by flratagem,
and partly by perfuation, I was in-
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duced to fee him in the prefence of
Madame Veldentz; my promife once
infringed, I had not refolution to re-
fufe fucceeding interviews; and, after
fome months, fo completely ‘was my
reafon fubdued by my attachment, I
confented to a private marriage, which
took place one evening, in the chapel
of a neighbouring convent; and to
which Madame Veldentz, the prieft,
and one other perfon, were alone
witnefs.

“ We took every precaution, both
before and after our unmion, to con-
ceal "the Baron’s vifits: he came to
us under a feigned name, and, in
every refpe®t, obferved the greatéft
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circumfpedtion ; yet, though affured of
his affetion, and feeling my own daily
encreafe, I was not happy.

“ The felf-reproach I endured at
«having broken a facred promife, which,
though extorted, I yet confidered a-
binding, was perpetual and exceffive;
and I accufed myfelf alfo witR the
violation to . the late Count Ifen-
burgh's will, in keeping poffeflion of
the eftates, which, by marriage, I
had forfeited.

‘ But there were two very forcible
reafons. that obliged me to, do fo:
one,..the great neceflity there was to

conceal the | tranfaction from Lord
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Winterfein, whofe vindi®ive temper I
dreaded; and the other, the reduced

circumftances of Melfort.

“ Qur union had not taken place
a twelvemonth, when, one night,
after having fupped at the caftle, the
dear, unfortunate Melfort, was affaffin-
ated* in a wood through . which he
was paffing to his Jodgings in the
adjacent village.

“ I will not attempt to delineate
my agonics, on hearing this horrid
cataftrophe ; grief and defpair would,
undoubtedly, have hurried me to
the grave, had not Madame Vel-
dentz, finding all reafoning -of no
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avail, introduced my fweet Frederic,
then juft four years old, to my bed-iide.

“ The fight of the dear child,
added to his innocent careffes, brought
frefh ideas to my mind; and, with
the hope of proving ferviceable to

him, I once more cherithed life.

“¢ Three weeks had dlapfed fince
the melancholy ~death of Melfort;
and I had not fufficiently recovur-
ed, either my FRealth or fpirits, to
leave my chamiber, when, one mor-
ning, Madame Veldentz appearcd fud-
denly, and, with a countenance of
horror and' difirefs, informed me,
Lord Winterfein had arrived.
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“ The moft melancholy prefage:
inflantly clouded my imagination!
felt affured, that my recent marriage
was difcovered; and that, enyaged at
my violated promife, Lord Winterfein
had come to execute fome fignal re-
venge upon me!

“ My unfortunate Melfort’s death
ruthed upon my mind; I fhuddered
at the horrid refletion, that his af-
faffins had never’ been difcovered,
and that the horrid deed had, per-
haps, been contrived, by my malig-

nant fathersig=law! -

“ I funk up;m the couch, nearly
exhaufted.
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+4 Ohy' Agatha!" (I cried,) my
punifment is at ¢hadd; -I fecl affured
Lord Wiaterfein. ‘has - difcovered my
‘union with-‘Melfort, and is come 6
upbraid me? but I cannot fee him.
.Tell him how ill T am; fay any
thing to keep him from my prefence:
the fight of him, at this period,
would, inevitably, kill me!”

“’Madame Véldentz faid every
thing fo comfort and confule mc’
and, by rbprefenﬁn'g to her father that
I was extremely ill, with fome dif-
iculty, kept him from my apart-

nent.

* My confternation was cxceffive,
pon learning, that Loid dnterfcin
\OL. Il
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defigned to be. my gueft for a whole
month, as, in the courfe of two or
three weeks, I.had the profpect of
becoming a mother.

“* Madame Veldentz remained in
my apartment that night; and we
paffed the time, till morning, in form-
ing plans, to elude the fufpicions of
Lord Winterfein, in cafe (whigh we
had every reafon to expedt) the
awful crifis arrived before his depar-
ture, '

“ Afttr revolving many different
ideas, we finally determined, that, if
my child fhould be born before Lord
Winterfein quitted us, that Madame
Velderit.  fhould . immediately . haffen
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with it fom' the caftle, attended by
one of the two female fervants, whom
we had been forced to entrut® with
the fecret; at the fame time leaving
a letter to her father to account for
her fudden journey, in which fhe
fhould pretend to bave heard tiding-
of the Chevalier. ‘

“ The evening following the ar-
rangement of the foregoing plan, I
was taken ill, and, in the prefence
of Madame Veldentz, Catherine, and
the woman who was to attend in the
i_ntg:nnfleq f?ight,myou, my deareft Ef-
tella, was born!

“ Lord Winterfein, moft fortuitouly,
had gone wppon a vifit {o a neigh-
» ‘ A s 4 ]
.12
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beuring caftle, where he ¥as to re-
main that night.

* Before it was ‘day—light, , eyery
thing was prepared for the departure
of my friend and dear imfant: the
diftreffing moment approached, and
all the fortitude with which I had
cndeavoured to fteel my breaﬁ for-
fook me.

“ I-clafped you, my ‘child, to my
agonized heart, and " wept, i the full
convition, that I was bidding you an
eternal farewell !

“ As well as -grief rand ‘wésknefs
would permit, I implored “Madafe
Veldentz .to 'regard, with. maternal
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tendernesflf the haplefs child, born
under fuch melarfcholy aufpices; ?mc}
entreated her, never to unfold the
hiftory of her ill-fated parents, till
fhe was arrived at an age to gather
a ufeful moral from their misfor-

tunes.

“ Shocked at the impreflion [
feemed to entertain, that 1 was pro-
nouncing a laft adieu, Madame Vel-
dentz threw herfelf into my arms,
and, bathed in tears, 1epeatedly pro-
mifed the firiGeft attention to my
infant; at the fame time, endeavour-
ing to cheer me with the profpect
of her return, (which fhould be imme-
diate, -upon the departure of Lord
Winterfein,) , when my health would

13
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be re- eﬂalzhfhed, and ﬁxe"uld pre-
fqnt you as a child ‘whom” cHance
had introduced to her during her
journey, and whotti  fhe ‘Kad adopted

as her own.

“ Yet all her attempts to banith my
gloomy prefages were in vain; I held
her hand in mine, and éntwined my
arms round you, who, urconfcions -of
the pangs that t&ﬂareﬂ*ihe “foul' of
your fuffering” mot‘hér, fm"l&! fono+
cently in my facc, I tﬁén threw
around you ‘the” enameﬁeﬂ héart “ané
chain, and entreated my friend to
obferve, that you conﬁxnﬁy wire’ it
in memory of your uﬁiﬁtﬁpy ‘tente,
(whofe miniatures the heai é&h!ame&l)
but’ not ¢n JAfFEQ you ia” %h Ygecret
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fpring th‘ difcovered them, till you
fhould have Iearngd their ﬁory

* When forming the plan for the
removal of Madame Veldentz, we had
agreed, that fhe fhould take with her
one hundred louis; but fo powerfully
was I imprefled with the belief, that I
hould no more behold her, that, refifi-
ing all her arguments to the contrary,
I infifted upon her taking the cafket that
contained m¥ jewels, and the remainder
of the money I had by me, which a-
mounted to a very confiderable fum.

o f&uliu%(ﬂb{; attendant who was to
aqcompgng_hgg,) at length tapped 3t the
door, ang ipformed Madame Veldentz,
that the chaife was in waiting, and re-

4
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minded her of the rifk that dplay might

occafion.

* Suffocated with tears; T could
fcarcely articulate my adieus, or repeat
the prayers and bleflings my heart
dittated. My friend, nearly 2s much
overpowered as myfelf, yet fenfible of
the neceffity of quickly’ légving me,
tore herfelf from my arnts; and forcing
you alfo from mhy etiibraces, huvried
from the apartghent, whillt *faint,
weak, and exhaufted, I funk -bick art-
the bed, nearly infenfible.

“ Lord Winterfein:#ffiiefied i {wn.
dave I underflood from Cathérine;
that he exprefled the' highelt Sifpleax.
fure at readifg his dauphtests fester o
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and much furprifed that any confider-
ation fhould have nduced her to aban-
don me ine an illnefs that he under-
ftood to be fo ferious !

“ Each day encreafed the difficulty
of avoiding an interview with Lord
Winterfein, who dontinued an inmate
in my caftle, without fpecifying any.,
time for departing.

“ My attendant, Catherine, added
o niy various diftreffes by the gloomy
ind morofe manaers fhe had difplayed
fom the time Madame Veldentz had
eft me. Poflefled of 2 fecret, the
oncealment of which was fo highly
mportant, I dared not to rebuke her;
nd thus conftrained to fubfnit to her

4]
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it

e

fullen infolencg; endured amother, of
the painful. effe@ts of clandefting ac-

tions!

* Four weeks had elapfed fince your
birth, v:rhen, one night after. baving
rang the bell for Catherine to affift
me in undrefling, and furprifed at her
not obeying the fummons, I remained
reclined upon the fofa, the door of my
chamber flowly opencd, and-Lord Win~
terfein appeared!

* Imprefled with temor I, could
not conceal, 1. vainly eadeavoured. to
articulate a common falutation.

‘" Indeed, had he npt:.been the
ohjet of my deteflation z,had I not
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fecretly nourifhed-the horrid idea that
he was the contriver of my dear Mel-
for{’s deatlr, the fingular time he had
chofen for vifiting me, and his gloomy
and difturbed air, would have becn
fufficient to excite my apprehenfions.

)

“ Seating himfelf on the forh,
after a filence of fome minutes, which,
I hdd not the courage to break, he
thus addrefled me:

“ It s of no confequence to men-
tigiy by what means I have become
.aéqmi‘ih’téﬂ with your unjuftifiable con-
du@; it % ‘faffcient to you, that the
clandeftine vifits of Baron Mclfort
Have tédched xh%v ' Enowledge, with
fHe fhaneful ‘efibds' which they pro-
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duced. Call to recolleftion the folenm
promife you gave, never to behold
that objeé of miy ‘deferved deteftation;
and then atk yoor heart, if I heve
not reafon te hate and’ defpife you?
Onge incenfed, I am éver itnpﬁwable;
yet the punitiment T have deftined
you is mild, in comparifort- to the
gnormity of your fault!™

“ At thefe words, and fill more
at the furious looks of .Lord«Winter-
fein, my heart foik with torer ¢ T tofe
from the fofa, #nd ehdeavoured - to
reach the bell; hé pmérﬂ’éd me; - and
forcing me back tc sy fest; dectavéd,
« that all refiftance,”.on sy “pars,
would be in vain; thiat Cnthevhie was
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entirely in his interefts,, and the con-
fidant of his plans; that my dllnefs,
and the akfepce of his daughter, hav-
ing given him authority in the caflle,
he had availed himfelf of it to dif-
charge the greateft part of my fer-
vants that morning, pretending him-
fdf diffatisbed with their want of
attention; and, that thofe that r-
mained, would be no impediment to
his views.”

‘“ He then proceeded to fay, that
fome fubterraneous rooms near the
chapel, (of which Catherine had in-
foxmed him,) were prepared for my
veopitions that my death fhould be
anpounged , to the world; and that,
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in folitude and-imprifonment I fhould
end my days; end, he hoped, ex-
piate my faults by penitence.”

* I cannot paint my fenfations at
hearing this horrid doom, to which,
my knowledge of Lord Winterfein’s
chara@er left me little doubt but that
ke would adhere.

“ I funk upon my knees, and
pleaded for pity and forgivenefs. His
rancour even feemed to derive new
force with my fuppligatipns.

 He reproached, 1ng bitterly with
my breach of promife, ‘and vented the
firongeft execrations, againf Madame
Veldentz, for having .fegreted you
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from his ‘vengeance, and reviled his
own condutt in'having been abfent
from the ‘caftle;* and, by fo ading,
allowed her the opportunity.

“ He fpoke of the unfortunate
Melfort in the moft opprobious terms;
nay, from what efcaped him in his
rage, I am convinced he had given
the orders for his affaffination!

“ At'length, in an authoritative
Yoice, "he cotmalded me to rife and
follow him; at the fame time going
to the door, he fummoned Catherine,
whd' fiftaritly appeared.

“ Upon feeing her I renewed my
ptayers and entieaties.
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« Oh, Cathering! (I cried) you
will not furely join in perfecuting me!”

© She futveyed: 'me attestively,
but without replying,

“ Many perfons '(exclaimed Lord
Wintetfein) irritated and incenfed as
I.am, would adopt much miore
rigorous  meafures ; wauld perhaps
punifh your criminality with death!
Do not, therefote, hcigl}ten my juft
difpleafare with vaidf refiftance.

% Catherine fhal} attend you with
food and neceflaries evesy night;
your rooms are well aired, and I
have waited till your health and
frength were a little reftored, that
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you might notlimegine I. fought your
death.!”.

* Do you call' it Kindnefs to
endeavour to prolong a life you
defign to render for ever miferable!
(T repliad). . Muft I be torn from my
dear childven, and my friend, and
banihed from the glorfous light of
the%ea“}r&n*s‘!! Oh! no, no, you are
not fo .mercilefs, you cannot defign
fuch erugity! L.ant guilty I acknow-
ledge; But my _breach of promife,
has alf' along Been its own punith-
ﬁie;gg!; my 6Wh conicience has never
ceafed fo upbraid .me! Immure me
in "a Qpnvqnt‘; infli¢ upon me the
fevereft | fendnces, only : fometimes
indulge me. with, a ﬁg‘}i of my
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Frederic, and of the dear babe who
has as yet fearce ofelt the preffure
of maternal tendernefs, and T will
‘blefs your clemency with my lateft
breath.”

“ I repeat all refiftance is vain!
(anfwered, Lord Winterfein), and
your intreaties ufele{s; ru‘e, and we

‘will condué you to your pn[on-

“ Ob, hear me, hegr me, (cried
I, fill kneelmg), s you fhall here-
after hope for mexéyl éo ‘st tear

RSN 4

me from my chﬂdgen' "Oh, my
Frederic! why art thou" not f:ere'
your innocent pleadings’ for y.our
wretched mother, would Ioften the

moﬁ obdurate heart!”



TRE FOREST. 187

“ As you ‘defire your fon to be
affectionately treatéd, éeafe thefe fuper-
fluous ex"c’!fmdtio‘m, (i“etume’d* Lord
Winterfein), and follow 'me this
inftant.”

“ At théfe worfls ¥ paufed, I dread-
ed the power Lord Winterfein might
alurg. over my child, when the recol-
leAiGR that he was placed under the
guardxanﬁup of a man of excellent
chara&e.r confaled me; yet fearful
of' exafpemt:pg" my cruel  perfecutor,
left” the” Bc:onféquences fhould be fatal

Lol 7% lyad,

to my e?uld ¥ refolved no longer to

rellf”

“ [ refign’ myfelf to nfy - cruel
deftiny, (I exclalmed). ah I fuppli-
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cate for, is to' beliold my Frederic
once more; conduf® me to his bed
fide, let me beftow™ upor him, one
laf losk and bleffing, and I will
accompany you to my prifon without
another murmur.”

 You afk an impofiibility ! (return-
ed Lord Winterfein). It cannot be.”

“ Oh, fay not fo, (I replied in
agony); but for five minutes, let me
behold my fon!” .

“In fapplicating to behold my
fon, I loft every other féﬁe&ion.; I
clafped the knees’of my oppréfor, I
wept, 1 conjured him ia the moft
abje® terms ‘to grant me the indul-
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gence; he was deaf to all my plead-
ings, and perceiving .him make a fign
to Catherine, to affif him in dif-
engaging himfelf from my hold, [
made a violent effort, and f{pringing
to the door, ran through the gallery
to my child’s apartment.

“ I ruthed wildly to his Dbed;
he %was in a fweet fleep, the woman
who flept in his chamber, in another
bed, was alfo aflcep; I kneeled by
his fide, amd" in a fervent prayer
implored heaven to blefs and protect
him ¢

* Catherine purfued me.

“ My poor lady is delirious ! (fhe ex-
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claimed aloud).. Rife inftantly, Johanna
and feek for affiftance.”

* Oh, Johanna! (I cried), beliey.
me, I am not delirious; alas, I an
but too keenly fenfible of my woes
help me Johanna, they would tea
me from my child!”

“ The wildnefs of my manne
imprefing the woman with the
conviction, that § was aQually deliri
ous, fhe hafily, wrapped  herfelf. i
a bed gown, and quitted the. room.

« Catherine feizing.; ste, in Be.
arms, forcibly endeaveured te removs
me from my Frederic’s bed. Unabl
to contain imyfelf, I uttered .a plain
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tive cry; my child awoke, and feeing
me, extended his little arms, I funk
upon the bed,. and embraced him with
fervor ; Catherine, in vain, eflayed to
Temove me.

“ Oh! merciful God! (I exclhim-
ed), blefs this Beloved infant! protect
him from the power of my barbarous
perfecutor! I will endure patiently.
every grief and hardthip with which
I am threatened; if, I may dare hope
that my peaitence and refignation
m:;y expiate my*own faults, and draw
*down bléffings upon the dear offspring

* from' whom” I- am thus cruelly
- conveyed !"

* The agitation of m‘y fpirits ®as
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tive cry; my child awoke, and feeing
me, extended his dittle arms, I funk
upon the bed,‘ and embraced him with
fervor; Catherine, in vain, eflayed to
remove me.

“ Oh! merciful God! (I exclaim-
ed), blefs this beloved infant! prote&t
him from the power of my barbarous
perfecutor! I will endure patiently.
every grief and hardthip with which
1 am threatened; if, I may dare hope
that my peaitence and refignation
ma‘y expiate my*own faults, and draw
*down bleffings upon the dear offspring
from whom: I. am thus cruelly
conveyed !"

% The apitation of my fpirits ®as
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too much for my exhaufted frame to
fupport; I fainted, *nor recovered my
recolle@ion, till after I had been fome
time in this dreary chamber, where
1 found myfelf, upon opening my eyes,
placed on the bed, and Catherine
adminiftering different means for my

recovery.

“ She faid with me that whole
night, and from her I learned that
upon my fainting, fhe had, with the
afliftance of Lord Winterfein, camried
me back to my’ chamber bifore the
return of Johanna; who, upon énteriné
my room with another female fervant,
(whom fhe fummoned to my fuppofed
afliftance) was informed, by Catherine,
that I had grown tolerably compofed,
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and had thrown ‘myfelf upon the bed,
fhe fancied with the intention of going

to fleep.

‘¢ Johanna and the other woman
retired, and .Lord Winterfein, imme
diately coming from a clofet, in which
he had cencealed himfelf till then
departure, affified by Catheiie, re-
moved me in the flute of infenfibility
into which 1 had fallen, to thele
difmal rooms which I have from that

period inhabited.

« After feeing me immuwed in
this (ad prifon, with a flrit charge
to Catherine to give me every poflibic
aid, and to remain with me that
whole night, Lord Winterfein depart-

veL. [I—K
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ed, and I rejoice that from that period
I have never beheld Im.

h After defcribing to me- where
fhe had placed. the food and other
neceffaries I might require, Catherine
ftrongly urged me to endeavour to.
fleep; you will eafily believe that was,
in my agitated ftate, for fome time

impoffible!

“ At length, wearied 4nd exhauft-
ed, I funk into a fort of {lumber ;
how long it continued I kho;w not,
but when I a}vbke, I felt feverif
and thirfty, I called repeatedly on
Catherine, buat réceived no anfwer; I
{fprung from the bed, the lamp burned
brightly on_the table, and *the fire
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remained in -the chimney, but 1
perceived my jail.or had cfeaped whille
I was afkeep, apprchenfive, perhaps,
that T might have made fome cfforts
to‘huv.e followed ber, had T known

the time of her’ departurc.

“ 1 feized the lamp and traveried
the different rooms in iy priton; &
found them all tolerably  furniihed,

and well carpeted and matted.

* From their ap}éamucc, I judacd
them to have beeu/ill that flate fome
time; and’ Co}xiuded fhcm to have
becn dcﬁgn(;{ as phlg‘,u:s of [afeiv and
concealmep! at the time when our
codntry ¥as much diflarbed with civil
commﬂioné.

B r 2
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¢« It rather aftonithed me, that I
fhould never have "heard, of thefe
fubterraneous rooms; buk'st y ign8rance
of ' them convinced me, that, in all
probability, Catherine was the inly
one in the f&mxfﬁmamted wwh
their exifténce.

‘* After furveying my melancholy
abode, 1 returned to my fire fide,
which T fupplied plentifully with the
wood which Catherine had left me,
and trimmed mj “la,mp, héving much

apprehenfion that either fhould ex-
tinguih and leave me in total
darknefs.

“ 1 had no watch, and the time
crept fo flowly that I began w think
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the promife Catherine had given me
to return was & fabrication to amufe
me, and .that it was Lord Winterfein’s
intention I fhould perifh for want.

“ Cathefflpe at length appeared;
from her I learned that my fuppofed
death was believed throughout the
caftle and village; that the great
precautions of Lord Winterfein, rendér-
ed detetion impoffible, and that
my fweet Frederic was to remove
the following moming to the houfe
of his guardian, Baron Weinhauffen.

“ T rejoiced in my own mind
that my dear child would fo entirely
be taken from the pov;er of Lord
Winterfein; and made many enquities

K3
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concerning him, to which ‘I had the
rapture to hear he was well in health,
thouzh I was the following inflant
nearly futfocated with tears, when

Catherine added,

** To be fute, poor dear, he grieves
inceffantly after you; he difcovers an
infinite fhare of fenfibility at his early

age!”

‘“ The recolletion of my fon fo
completely  overpowered ‘me, that I
heard not another fyllable that was
uttered hy Catherine; I felt the
barbarity  of my cruel .ﬁcp-fﬁther
perhaps more keenly at }haf moment
than at any period previous or fub-

fequent.
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“ Catherine perceiving me thus

abfor_Bcd in grief retired.

“ She had no fooner quitted me,
than I funk upon my knces and prayed

for refignation and compofure! After
fome time I felt much calmer, and

I again prayed for the prefervation of
my dear children- and" Madame
Veldentz.

“ Ah! what an ineftimable bleffing
have I found religion during my long
capvtiv'ity! but for the confoling balm
it afforded my forrows, I muft inevita-
bly have funk under their prgffure!
But I reficned myfelf to that fublime
paffion; it infpired me with con-
fidence and tranquillity; and T dared .

K 4
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to hope my fervent prayers for the
happ'nefs of my children would be
heard at the Throne of Mercy!

“ I f{upplicated to behold my
children again, and many of the
lingering hours of my captivity have
been foftened with the confolatory
idea, that® heaven would grant me
that ineftimable bleffing ! ‘

“ Catherine brought me food and
other neceflaries very regulatly : .1 ever
interrogated her concerning my fon,
and her anfwers were always fatmfa&ory
during his childhood.

“ But to my ehquiries concern-
ing Madame Veldentz and you; my
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poor Eftella, the always protefted
entire ignorances

* About three years ago, a very
vifible alteration took place in the-
conduét of Catherine; her health was
declining, and to that circumftance

I imputed her change of manners.

“ Inftead of bringing My food
and retiring in a few minutes, (as
had been her cuftom), fhe would fit
with me for fome hours, and frequent-
ly endeavour to account for her con-
currence in Lord Winterfein's cruel
proceedings; by expatiati:xg on the
very great temptation that money
was to @ woman in her con-
dition.

’k 5
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‘ She appeared anxious to ex-
tenuate her condu&, by affording me
every comfogt my fituation- - would
permit; fhe brought me books, mate-
rials  for writing and for work, iu
fhort every article I feemed to defire ;
and, what was more gratifying than
all, would recount anecdotes of 1y
fon, which occafionally came to her

kuowledge.

*“ For my own part, I had for
long time ceafed to regard her with
enmity or difpleafure; I confidered
her as a woman dazzled by the
brilliant offers of an artful man, and
once invcigﬂsd in his fnares, too deeply
entangled to cxtricate heffelf, even
if fuch was her defire; the remorfc
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that appeared to confume her excited
my commifcration, while the concern I
could not*forbeag teftifying at her re-
pcated complaints of indifpofition, vyt

fecmed to encrcafe it.

“ About four months ago, I uns
derflood my fon was arrived at this
caftle, which he had never vifited
from the time he was four years

old. ‘

““ Ah, how ardently I longed to
behold Lim! Thofe who have not
'xxperienced the fexclings of a mother,
can {c nuely conccive the fenfations that

pervasled ooy heart!

“ 1 aliv learned, that he was ac-
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companied by ,a youpg lady, whem,

it was fuppofed he ,yas,going to
marry !

* Oh, Eftella! I~can never re-
collet what might’ have. Rappened,
without bleffng the providentia] in-
tervention that prevented that dread-
ful event!

“ The evening a{tei‘ ‘your Bight,
Catherine repaired ftd *‘- her looks
alarmed me: fhe was/gile, cenfufed,
and breathlefs.

ol 1ehgerty.+ e‘@w* [caufes
fhe fuft WM" ﬁole
caftle had hegss s@kewn mﬂ confufion

by the eloperpent of its ' intended mif-



THE FOREST: 205

tféfs; then drawing the heart and
chain from her pocket, prefented it
to me, wnd enquired, if I recol-
leQed it?

“ "Phé fight of the memorial, which
Fibad, at parting, beftowed upon my
child, agitated me beyond the power
of expreffion.

AL !engtbg I eagerly enquired,
by wht - e “it bad fallen into
fier hands?

« 1¥'%s, then,” the heart and chain
you: threws aver the baby that dread-
nglﬁ wheti Madame Veldentz' de-
pagtedy? (cried Catherine fearfully.)
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“ Ah, yes; (I replied, at the
fame time touching the pring, and
difcovering the miniatures.}* Have you
forgot thofe features ¥’ -

““ Then let us rejoice, “*Madam,
(Catherine continued,) that the’ youipg
lady has efcaped the Count’s pdw&r,
{or, as fure as U exifty the is your
daughter?

““ Gracious heavens$ (¥ exclaimed;)
What is it you fay? My daughter?
It cannot, it muft not be! Haw can
you be fure that ¢itis belonged 'to the
lady who has been refiding hese?

"o 1 pleked it dp fhis ‘roerning, gt
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the bottom of the flight of fleps that
leads from the hall to the Park, (an-
fwered Catherine;) and what con-
vinces me that it dropped from the
neck of the young lady who efcaped
this mording, is, that yefterday, I faw
her; fsom 2 diftance, walking in the
gardens, with Ulrique and Gertrude:
fhe had no“aoak, and I was ftruck
with the ‘appesrance of the. heart and
chain, which reminded me of that
I had fo often feen in your poffef-
fiori, though ;;l’ was not fofficiently
near her to diftisguith that it was
the identical farse.

“:t is really impoffible to de-
Jesibe. my . agonies at this affurance!
The idea, that my fon was in love
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with his own fifter, petrified me with
horror! and, from that kour, till this
night, my wretchednefs is-not to be
conceived !

‘T heard neot of your dwing: forced
back to the caftle till this %g,
when Catherine announced it, adding
the diftreffing infwmam that ‘your

marriage was deflined t@ m place
this night!

“'At this intelligance, I grew
nearly frantic with horres, and cons
jured Catherine, by a filll @nwd of
your birth, to avert {M»Md m.
and, at the fame nme.,tmemmhu

fhare in the mm&a@ of
Lord Winteein. “
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“ Her terrors of that inhuman
min, ‘(who! ftill * lives,) were fuch,
that though I am convinced a real
penitent, and participating in my dif-
traling fears, "left you fhould form a
miarriage With-iyour brother, it was a
confighiible time before I could induce
her to calm my fears, by promifing

compliance,

“ At length I fucceeded; and, as

*
w

- an sffurance of her fincerity, fhe taught
Mo the fpringaf - the Qiding pannel,
Though “Jg conld .ot prevail upon her
to .givepup.the key of the grated
daon:, .

.¥:Xet the:gaining the fecret, of the
pannel was, to me, bighlyfatisfadory;
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I determined to rcr‘nain near to it that
whole evening, to *liften attentively,
and, if I fhould find by foetfteps pafs-
ing to the chapel, that fhe had failed
in her promifes, by .appearing at the
grate, and annoumﬁng-mgfﬁhm-
thip, to avert the horrid mipﬁih{

“ In confequence gt the #hick-
nefs of the wal!s, (whwh T‘?had not
conﬁdered) though mﬁ*to ' pane

1, and endeavmn'mé' o d!’toh ‘every
found I heard nothisig at your piero-
ing fhriek penetrated my ' foul, and
filled me with d;@ra&mn. I;‘emove&
the pannel, and you kuow .what. fil-

lowed.

*“ But my emotions wefe fo ¥io-
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lent, that fcarce knowing what I did,
I, as inflantly cloftd it, and the next
Tinute repgnting that I had done fo,
again fought the fpring, but my lamp
dropped from my hand, and, in feeking
to recoves i, 1 fell fome fteps.

““ It was not till fome time after
I had iekindled my light, that I
could W ‘Gourage .to again afcend
the flaliy aamﬁak the pannel’; and,
w&:wlv did, ewry thing was quiet,
anid the room dferted.

“ I r&urhea to this chamber, con-
foled wmb the .idea, that my appear-
ance Kid wrought the effe@ I dc-
fired; yet, full of anxiety to behold
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Catherine again, to learn farther in-
formation.

“ And now, my dear Eftella, I
have, as fuccin@ly @s: the perturbation
of my fpirits have allowed, related
the detal of my fnﬂ'eﬂnym mis-
fortunes.

“ May the nﬂﬁﬁww on

your mind the B »

cabflief of abduing
the jir/ incitement % W mkd on-
vince you, that m f& a phantom
which dazzles * and mi(ﬂeads . but is

too frequently vfmeded by remorfe

and vexation.

“ While a virtuous facrifice uli-
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mately brings its reward in the fweet
remembrance of itspropriety !

“ Above all, that piety can foothe
the greateft. calamities humanity may
be calledggm to endure; and that the
trials which would refift every argu-
ment of philofophy, may be fupported
by the fublilne power of religion.”

2
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CHAP. XL

Oh, thou maternat foftnefs! heaﬂby fony

Thus kneeling, bathing with lis tears <hiy fect,
Swear to caft off each fond ﬂiﬂﬁu thogght,

The world, 1its honours, m #mﬂ%

1o thee alone devotedt

-—‘M

THE feelings of I’feaburgb, upon
quitting the apartmitwt wheré heé fin-.
cied he had beheld the fhade of his
deceafed motlier, were various . and
agonizing.
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He retired to Jhis chamber, and
paflfed the night th a ftate of anxiety
bordering upon diftrattion.

His mind was a chaos of doubt
and apprebenfion; and, theugh weak-
ened with the lofs of blood, the
wound in his forechead had occafioned,
he quitjed His apartrixcnt with the
firt dawn of momning, and repmrmg‘
to the i‘aiom** d}fpatched a meflage
to Eftella, folicitipg the would allow
him half an i:o;n"s converfation.

The information that followed his
requeft, that flie ‘was. no where to be
found; " created the moft diftrefling
images in his sind; and fummoning
the women he had placed as her at-
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tendants, he foon learned, in reply
to " his interrogato;ies, that {he had
vifited the chamber of Catherine at
a late hour the foregoing .night, (in
confequence of the "peor woman’s
carneft entgeaty), and, much, to their
furprife, had not returned to_her own
room fince that hour.

Ifenburgh mlhml;] humed to the
dying pemtent, wjm. W at his

vehemence, and : tbe _confe-
quences of his rage wbqv kc ihould
hear that fhe had hecn A amlm'y
in the uupnfonmwt 9(‘ h@s mother,
was, for a cnnﬁdq:hle ﬁgﬁ, unable
to reply fo his enquiries, :or teht! any
of the particulars the had bcfote divulg-
ed to Eftella.
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No Jlanguage can paint the fenfa-
tions of Tfemburdh, when encouraged
by his affurances of pardon; fthe did
confefs the”tending circumftances of
the iniquitous” treatment his haplefs
parent had experienced! he waited
no‘g for particulars, but quickly haften-
ing to the fpdt fhe direfed, fought
thie, dreary sbode of his unfortunate
mothg

ﬂ-w years ofd, at the
wgf wheds “ht} fnppofed death was

Md}@p *%i%d a fond recol-

e, A

leQion” ‘o - hot “premory and grateful
M@fﬁﬁ‘ tendernefs.

His heart ; difolved in commifera-
tioh of her fw énd he panted
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to enfald her in his arms, and evince
the duty, refpedt, #nd affettion that
agitated his heart.

Eftella, in her eagernefs the pre-
ceeding night, had forgotten to clofe
the pannel or the grated doog it con-
cealed; Ifenburgh haftily . d’efcendg:d
the ftairs; Eftelia and, bk, mother
were, too deeply cngagpd gm difcourfe
to hear his footﬁe@;ﬁ; W the
chamber and threwZiimfele at the feet
of his parent!

Their mutual WMQ:MB‘ con-

Gt M

ceived but qmn%;% Wia ;8

the fame minute he wocufed md
bleffed Providence! ‘and- uttereé m-
coherent expreffions of both joy and
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grief! while the Baromefs, enfolding
him to her heart, in a delirium of joy,
appeared +to forgcf every forrow fhe
had fuftained in the extatic trani-
port that thrilled throughout her

heart !

Eﬁclla, who had, on the il
glim{sfe of Henburgh, involuntarily
fereened herfelf from _his obfervation; |
behéf&f”%f'iﬁe&ing interview  with
delight’ aiohabiE fo rapturd!-

ﬁemﬁ%uoac tetrayed h%rcfcnce,
and Ifzxﬂﬁfgﬁ pércemnw hefs®difcover-

of g&é@% of " embarraffinent
M%ﬁiﬁm

“ As a brothh T(hé cricd)) may .
L2
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I folicit your . pavden : for. ¢ondud,
which ignorancem——"

He paufed; unable .to-proceed ; the
Baronefs took Eflella’»: band;, and
putting it avithin his, exclaimed;

“ Let ‘us not, my dear children,
fully our prefent fetm, ,,E;;. pnig,fal
mtrofpn&mm, o ,

futme condh& ﬂuﬂ evx"" 9
of my aﬁ'emﬁw
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y..5 rAdagt 1 reave  much to iexpiate,
but it fhall be My fludy to endeavour
to atone «for all offences, and to hill
the vemembrance 'of your affeRions
my dear mother, by the moft unrec-
mitting tendernefs and affiduity.

“ Let us “now qult this~ horrid
fpat m “fbocence has ‘fo long
groant¥. A jihiout’: Yedrefs; return to
@M you are fole

# ﬁ*wur future counfel,

gaide and- Mw fort, whofe pride
‘W‘W ﬁﬁ ‘copfift in his

d-dtiedience”
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* CI{AP! X!I-

Tuiendiup tall Rk thy ¢ foafis adqr,,
And blooming peace fiall ever thy mofn,

, Bugceeding yeurs'their huppy enofiiald e
> And age, unheeded by gem come. op. *

s h
Y
.

nounced hey manﬁ&&ﬁlé“m
Baron Melford, apd m@&quentfyww
obligation to withdraw m

upon the eftate of 1
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But the generofity of, her fon
would not hear of the latter conclufion ;

he conterded,

* That though fhe might forfeit
the caftle and eftate in conformity to
the will of his father, that the could
not in juftice refufe to accept it as
s fomail tefilimony of his filial
lover

3 M*’Sb&;ﬂrg&ménts were too
mmemu ahd- fincere t be rejedted ;
snd %W .was fhortly - legally
Wﬁ@%"‘m wealth and
ptpitions’

After - writing 4 circumftantial
détail to Sigifmund of the fingular
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train of events that Llad happened,
and entreating bim t6 hafiep .t0 Min-
dlebeim, Ifenburgh declared . his in-
tentions of fecking the: ipfamons.Lord
Winterfein, to punifh him according
to his deferts.

The Baronefs, appmhenﬁve “of the
danger that -might accgge to &henfnn,
warmly combated his_ m ng
Ifenburgh  was obftinate ;' ‘when,
the day previous &Dmﬁhﬁw inbwded
journey, information anixﬁ, that, baws
ing learncd his unojuflifisble.. cm
ment of the Baronefs was ﬁﬁhveved.
and dreading the pengeayion Hht
in confequence purfg Mism,: M‘b@g
foéretly fled,-and . emba:ked 'ﬁm@%
but.a yiolent Rowm. atifing two:days
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after “the veffel had been at fea, the
was 'wtickcﬂ; yet the erew and paf-
fengers faved, with the excepthn o
the deteftable Lord.

Every fucceeding day feemed to
confirm the good difpofitions which
Ifehburgh had difplayed from the mo-
meat his- mother was reftored, and
his affnity to:Eftella difcovered.

His ' forigsér srrors had proceeded
fromi' a Mﬁﬁeﬂm and ‘never

+'His “héart'wis ‘naturally good ; and
reifon’ having at ‘dength obtained a
proper dossidied, hjs every' with was,
to'-éxtémiate his faults, and promote
L5
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the happinefs of his mother and
fifter.

He avowed, in confidence, to the
Baronefs, his intention, of beftowing
upon Eftella a fufficient dowry, to
render her, in all refpets, an equal
match to Sigifmund, and, by -that
means, remove everyi objetion that
his narrow-minded ' fathér might op-
pofe to their union; at the' fdme time
entreating, that, tild'every ﬂling;“was
fettled¥ his fifter might" hewiin’i S
ignorance of his .intentions. ¢

She, however; wwhh
information to ths Baropiefs, ‘tha¥ithe
Marchionefs Rofenbaim, with wWhem
fhe had been fo infnitély chermed
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whilift. an inmate in Stralzi cafile,
was the mother of her beloved Sigif-
mund.

Baron Mansfeldt having been ho-
noured with the dignity of Marquis
Rofenhaim, and the title of Lord
Meldorp_beflowed upon his fon, very
fhortly after- the latter’s departure frop

Leiphias:

The /drrival: of Lord Meldorp, at
Mﬁd&eﬁﬁm ‘who hutried there upon
the nmtp! of' Henburgh's packet, ba-

aifhed ' emy -uneafy fenfation from
the heart’ of ‘Bfteliy ;- every thing was
ewpldined to -'their mutual fatisfaction;
snd, in renewing their vows of uft:
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alterable Jove, the secolleCliqai-of- paft
affti®ions . ferved but to heighten the
extatic tranfport of their prefent feli-
city.

Baronefs Melfort, theugh charmed
with her fon-in-law, and :delighted
with the contemplation ‘of his happi-
nefs with Eftella, and, the mﬂml&y
that fubfified hetween MMG Ifen
burgh, ; yet, at the,gqcpm of .a
month, forbog:e to M M wifhes
of carrying WA%HM t9" Rofsh-

haim, \tbqugh&ﬂm»m%}h
promife, (which 2. 7o gﬁm&eﬂ.}

that they, wowid Wﬂ* & Jeugthof
time to elapfe without vifiting Nﬁk
dieheim,
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Eftell’s teception at Rofenhaim
was, in every refpe®, gratifying to
her feellgs; the Marchionefs over-
whelmed her with tendernefs; and,
from every individual in tixe family,
fhe received the mof flattering tefti-
monies of regard.

The family of Stralzi haftened to
Rofenhdim, te congiatulate and com-
pliment both her and Lord Meldorp
upoti*their uhids.

Patitiiode fized the earlieft oppor-
fufiity - of unfelding” the part of his
oondi® that refuired expladation.

As the confidential friend of Si-
gifund, he had been entrufted with
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the event of his marriage, and-every
circumftance relative to his acyuainte
ance with Eftella, from its firft-com-
mencement, to her fuppofed acceptante
of Ifenburéh’s protection.

Thus prejudiced againf her, he,
for fome weeks after ‘her\ introduction
to Stralzi caflle, mnﬁd;re&»'hw as a
defigning girl, abandoned-by-the man
for whofe fake fhe had remésnced her
vows and engagenents &0 his coufin ;
and, by an-artful fabrication, impofed
upon the credulidy and Mumre of

his mother.

What firengthened thefe fufpi-
cions in his misd, wid, the eonvidtion,
that, though fhe Aad wpmtcnded) to-
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detail the incidents of her life con-
fidentially to Baronefs Stralzi, fhe had
fludioufly avoided to mention every
circumftance  that  concemed  Sigif-
mund.

The innocence of 'Eftella’s manners,
however, gradually removed thefe in-
jurious ideas;+ he began to believe
ber flory, to think “it probable his
coufin might have been impofed upon
by the artifiees «of Ifenburgh; and, he
tefolved, on the night ‘of the maf-
querade, mder the ‘chars®er of the
magician, to aroufe her curiofity by
glancidg at events’ which fhe had
concealed in her narrative; and induce
Her to place comfidence’ in him, when
he Moutdavow itnfelf..
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* Slgifinid, whiip 111" confegence df
the informition" hé: had ‘received from
Ifenburghs ‘valet, ‘had been~purfuing’
the fugiti—ves to ——, returned from
his fruitlefs journey  the moming fol-
lowing ‘the inafquerade,

- He foind-"the’ whole- family in
diftrefs dnd confierndtion st fhe ewe’
Ievement  of Em ‘and> from~ Pala-
mede learnddy: e Bady thiey Bment-
ed, was the objedt of ‘his tendey- af-
fe&ion, wlm&hha‘%é WW
fon to' fuw ?;lf; seist i

‘I - “.m’wl"‘ :‘a-|ﬁ! i!“i BA ww
hin “to a(gﬁn"mvw “fo.'overtake

dhieir * flight:¢ - Filiedgdés RYprmpaied
him; but, owing.obeithibiartfalrire-
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cautwus ?£ Ifcuburgg‘ ,;nﬂgad of. feek-
ing Mindlebeing) ; they, .were mifled
to take the road towards Leipfic.

Ifenburchs packet, arrived ,during
thur hbfencc:. bnt the meﬂ'enger had
received - the firileft mjun&wns to
give it into Lord Meldorp’s. own hand,
followed. 'hun .with _fo much expe-
dition,.. a5 fe. thvg\'w it in two days
after he had left Stralzi cafile.

‘Upon. perufing the contents, Sigif-
mund, amazed and overjoyed, hurried
towards Mmdiehslm.r whilft Palamede
returngd to. b,ls fa@g)y to, d.wulg: the
patticulars, and every. grmg;ﬁance e
lating. to.4he atiachment ang;union, gf
Sigifmpndand Siftella.
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Madame Veldeatz, again aban-
doned by her hufband, (whofe per-
fuafions had caufed her te negle&t
her charge, and follow his fortunes, )
at the expiration -of fome months,
fought Eftella at the convent of St.
Clare.

Grief and diftrefs upon hearing fhe
had never been ‘received there, ren-
dered her mesrly ftantict: She up-
braided herfelf as the origin of every
misfortune that inight ' have befallen
her adopted child;: and the moft
poignant remorfe feizéd her mind,
that fhe fhould huve .Bebn feduced to

abandon her!.

By the ‘dicection ‘of the Abbefs. the
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repaired to Mindleheim, and the oppo-
fite fenfations of joy and wonder fhe
there experienced, nearly overpowered
her thattered conflitution.

She bleffed heaven for the mira-
culous prcferva‘lio.n of - Baronefs Mel-
fort; accyfed herfelf as:the firft caufe
of her misfortumes; thed tears of com-
punftion' at having quitted Eftella;
and then rejoiced, in the moft af-
feQing manner, at the perils that be-
loved obje@ had efcaped, and the
happy def¥iny that had befallen her.

Baronefs Melfort;sby' the moft af-
fiduous tendernefs, endeavouréd to re-
concile her friend to the condud® fhe

deprecated ; ‘#rid, by perpetually dwel-
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ling upon ‘the hippy confetjhences it
had in the end produced, gradually
vanquithed her chagrin and vexa-
ticn.

Many weeks hid not paf’(ed fince
her reﬁJencg at Mindleheint, when
fhe received ffﬁe intelligaicé of the
Chevalier Veldmlz’s dqgh, whn, hav-
ing entered"i_.ba W altes i qust-
ting his w;ﬁw &dm ﬁ “t recent

engagemhnt.

Not&xmm MW Yiltigites
of negle& MW?&B had ex-
pesieniced ﬁ‘n&% %ﬁ%@eﬂh
could not hear, ww of

baod. fhe: haa evid', wwﬂh un-
ﬁibaued Rt d& m attach-
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ment, without yielding ta the deepeft
affliction.

The attentions of Baronefs Mel-
fort, at length diffipated her forrow ;
wnd gratitude and affedtion towards
that valued friend were ever the
predominant emotions of her breaft.

Wba{ever progcpﬁty to vice Ifen-
burgh :plgixt have dxfplayed on firft
emerging into !he world, his ov.u
refleétions on tb,e miferies which the
impetaafity, of, bis yaffions had  nearly

produced, 38d,the yirtyous precepts, and
conyerfagion, of -his mother, effeually

vanquithed.

“To. premote her happinefs was
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ever the primary with of his foul;
and, in conftituting “her felicity, he
effeCtually efablifhed his own,

Tranfported with his dutiful atten-
tions; with the traits of goodnefs of
which he daily gave frefh inftances;
and equally delighted with the af-
fe@ionate conduct of Eftella‘and Sigif-
mund, Baronefs Melfért feemed to for-
get her former miferies in' her pre-
fent ftate of blifs!

Yet her misfortunes’ mﬂ&“ﬁ&g‘ﬂ
be effaced from. her wmind, thtmgb
the recolleftion, far !:'rom %mg paite
ful, ‘rendered hér m&m WW

fenfible of the numesous WM
then poffefied, and’ fwetled hgr heart:
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rapturous gratitude to the Power
m had fupportdl her throughout her
E}ings !

.Catherine furvived her confeftion
fome years; and, at her earneft en-
treaty, retipéd to a neighbouring mo-
naftery, where, in unfeigned peitcnce,
fhe termindted her life.

The mutual attachment of Eftella
and Sigifmund, increafed with the
contmuance of their union.

Heaven bleffed them with chil-
dren, in whom they found the com-
pletipgv of earthly happinefs; and, in
Julfilling .the delightful and extenfive
duties of nature and affeflion, _their
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hoars glided in uninterrupted harmony,
while their wirtues °and beneveltace’
diffefed to all around thery gladnefd
and content.













