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TO THE MEMORY

OF MY BELOVED DAUGHTER
NAVERLI DAL

WITH PARENTAL AFFECTION AND LOVE,
IS INSCRIBED

FHE FOLLOWING WORK, WHIECH WAS FLRST UNDERTARE
FOR HER INSTRUCTION, BUT WHICH SHE WAS NoT

SPARED TO SER FINISHED



INTRODUCTION.

I isa source of great pleasure to me to in-
troduce to the notice of the European Oriental
scholars, whgse indefatigable labours in laying
open the mines of the Learming and the far-famed
Wisdom of the Tast, are worthy of the first na-
tion of the carth, the following little poem of
the celebrated  Mardt’hi poct Moropant  of
Birdamati, entitled the ¢ Kékavali ® or the ¢ Cries
of the Peacock’;*  which, from its pure and sub-
lime diction, and th® music of its vhymes and
alliterations, for which owr poet is peculinrly dis-
tinguished {rom a host of other poets of the Ma-
hardshtra, has obtained nearly” the sane repown
as the “ Paradise Lost 7 and the * Paradise
Regained 7 of the immortal Milton in England.

Moropant is said to have been born in the
year 1720 A. D. and to have died in 1704, His

* This epithet is not adopted from any reference to the beauty or
lisplay of the pescock, or from the vatural peculiarity of its utterance,
sut from the popular belief, or rather poetical conception. of the
Hindus, that the bird hus anatural predilection for the dark rainy
Aouds, whicli, from their pountiful and refreshing nature ( cooling the
iry and parched surface tft‘ thv. cartly, and 131:\1\'11};: it fertile ). are
wpposed to igapire the bird with raptures of delight, s apparent
Tom its continuous responses, joyful dance, and fond dizplay of its
dich and beautiful plumage, particilarly at the commencement of the
wiuy season. 'Lhe clouds again are compuredgto the founty and benevo-
ence of the Deity.*Now, the poet imagining Inmself to be !Yhz,* peacock,
18 his own hame ( Mayira in Sanskrit and Méra in Marit'hi, < apea-
10ek’) sugwests, happily calls his prayers and supplications :ldlll_'f’s:.\'(‘d to
He Deity, und forming the theme of the present poem, as the Cries o
eaponses of that bird, deseeching the cloud-like bountiful Deiry ¢
e Anwn THs wmaercies unon Wikl
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father R4m4ji Pant wasa member of the Karha«
dd subdivision of the Mahdrdslitra Brahman
caste, who first served the Rajd of Kolaptr at
the fort of Panhild, in the humble capacity of
a kirkiin or clerk, and subsequently Iandurang
Row, the then Jahdgirdir of Birdmatl in the
same capacity. Our poet, who, in his youth had
applied himself to the acquisition of the Sanskrit
language and literature, especially of the classics,
gave carly proofs of his genius as a poet of no
ordinary merit. Considering the high respeet in
which the hnowledge of the Yedas, and Shastras,
and of the San<krit l:mg;uu,m in general, was
then held at the Court of the Peishwas, the then
potentate Hindu Powerin Hindustan, and e prior.
{he source of distinction, emoluments,and fame, @0
the ambition of the Iindu literati througshout
India, it redounds no little to his fame, and I should
add, to no small liberality of sentiment on the
part of our Brihman poet, to have devoted his life
to the instruction and enlightenment of the mass
of his countrymen, through the medium bf their
owh vernacular tongue, by opening to them %'
part of the treasure, or 1 may better expross i,
by serving up to them the intelloctual food.
already “preffared fn the Sanskrit language, and
thus to have contributed in no smal} dbgree t
the improvement and cultivation of the Vernacu-
lar Literature of his country. Of all the Marat'li
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poets, and it cannot be concealed that poets are
the only authors in ,India Moropant is perhaps
the most voluminous who has left his works behind
him in a correct state of preservation. His
favorite metre is the dryd, in which he Las rena
dered  nearly the whole of the Maliibhiaruta,
and the Bhigavata, as well as given copious Bx-
tracts from various other Purinas and Mahd.
tmyas. Besides, he has written short prnegyrics
on all the modern pocts and saints known in the
Dakhan. To this mass of writings in the arya
metre alone, must be added his one hundred and
cight RéAmdyanas, which are said to be more or
less enlarged in form,and composed in a variety of
metres,with all the poetical skill whichaningeni-
oys mind can conceive and ‘accomplish. Add to
this a large number of songs in different stanzas.

From the above statement, it can be easily
inferred that the following little poem, which I
have edited, and on which I have commented, is
but an infinitesimal portion of the great mass of
the writings which Moropant has left behind.
But though small, this poem—the “ Criese of the
Peacoc{:.," has been selected as oneof the best and
fairest samples whiche can testify to the poetical
talents of pur author. The* purity and grandeur
of ifs style, the poetical beauty and music of its
rhymes, and above all these, the felicity of ite
theme ( being the praise of the Deity, though jn
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the form of Vishnu and his reputed incarnations),

are among its chief rccommendations for its pre-

sent selection. Tt can hardly be expected that a

poem, written in the vernacular by a Sanskrit
Pandit of the time of the last Peishwas, in imi-
tation and on the model of the sublimity of the
Sanskrit poetry, rich in hizh words and phrases,
will be ever guite intelligible to the populace, nud
to the wenerality of students in this country,
without a pamphrase and explanation of the ori-

ginal text.  Experience his perfectly satisfied me
that even amons the Sanshreit scholars in this

country, few can pretend to the foil and casy come
prehension of this dittle poewn without  mental
cfforts of no ordinary hind.

I sincerely trust” that thie work now edited,
and copiously commented on, { with numerous
annotations and illnstrations ) will prove o
source of such palatable instructions as the people
of the old school, who forin the bulk  of the pead-
ing population, would, I fancy, heartily relish,
and therehy may induce, what is sadly wantal, o
taste for reading among them; and that in the
hands of the young and aspiring a udents, it may
prove a help also for facilitating the mmq.mdwu-
sion of the great hody of the poetical, cosmponi-
tions of Moropant, and other Mardt’hl poetsof
Uits standard. A careful study of the work will

also, I feel confident, pave the way Yor the acqui-
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sition of the Sanskrit language, a knowledge of
which is now rightly deemed to be an essential
part of our University education for the Hindus.

In my preliminary observations which preface
this work, I have endeavoured to give a short
account of the life of our poet, such as I could
clean in Bombay, with a rapid sketch of all hig
principal works, embracing a dissertation on his
merit as a poet.

The first and original object which actuated
me to take up my pen in writing a commentary
on this Mardt,hi poem, and.tlmt also in the verbose
form in which it’ now appears, was the domes-
tic instruction of my own children, especially that
of my most beloved and  lamented daughter,
Kaveri Bii, the eldest of them all, who had just
finished the little course of education available in
the Female school established by the liberality of
my influential aud most worthy native fellow-ci-
tizen the Honorable Jagannath Shankarshet,* and
who was subsequently placed under the tuition of

my kind and revered friends Dr. and Mrs. Wilson
to begin with such a course of instruction as might

* 1t is with the deepest rege that 1 have to reaord here the death
of this great man, which sad dvent took rlmje on the 31st July 1865
when du‘ahnei was in the press, The Public grill no doubt do_justice
10 him in emoration of his very useful cureer, by the erection of a
«tatue Which they votad for him some months ago in the Town Hall
But 1 cannot avoid paying a humble tribute to his lamented memory by
rxpressing here my deep sense of gratefulness for bis partic

acts of kind tgme pe lly ever since I was a student in

Elphinstone Institution,
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befit an English girl of her age and station in life.
But her who gave early proofs of great promise,
and .who was the source of great comfort and
ronsolation to her parents, it pleased our Heavenly
Father to remove from this warld before the work,
first undertaken for her instruetion, wag brought
to completion.  Under the circumstanee of this
bercavement, which is so closely associated with
the preparation of this volume, my parental affee.
lion cannot now see a better and more consulatory
course for my  afflicted  feclings than v dedicate
he e, though now it more G be read hy the
saried of my countryfnen thaa by young school.
going people, to the memory of her who was the
occasion of its production; particularly when it i«
20 be considered, thatin niy peculiar position as o
Mindu, 1 cannot even eneet o hnlm'i} tomb over
Ler  lamented ashes as a poor symbol of my
mournful affection.

Should the prosent volume, for which no pains
have been spared to render it aceeptable to my
native readers, prove instrumental in any way
in the gdvancement of the growth of the fudige-
nous Literature of my country, aiul thereby give
an impetus to the extension and cultivafion of o
faste for reading amgng my fellow countgymen,
which isstill 8 great desideratum, shall not cansi-

Hgr my labours, however humble, exerted in vain.
DI l’l
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