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THE UNITED STATES OF 2MIRICA, et el
-V 3~

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SYJORN DEPOSITION

DEPONENT : SAKURATI, Tokutaro

Having rfirst duly sworn an oeth as cn a+tschked sheet and
in accordance with the procedure foliowed in my cowntry I hereby

depose as followss

1. I, SAKURAI, Toxutuaro, ex-major general, was born
June 21, 1897. My present address is Tsuno-machi. Xoyu-gun,
Miyazaki Prefecture. 1 Was in charge of defsnse of the Akyeb
ares on.Ehe. India and Burme berder 88 andgr of the Infantry

of the 55th Division from Septembdr, 19%3 %o February, 1945. Then

I served as chief advisor to the Burmese National Defense ATLY.

Immediately after the Burmese National Defense Army rose in revolt,
I was ordered to be attached to the Infantry School on 5 April 1945.
later, I became divisional commender and remained so until the end

of hostllities.

2. It was after the militery operation of Imphal which
ended in failure, in mid-September 1944 that General KIMURA came
into office. As the commander of the SAKURA Detachment, I took
command of a farcse number ing about 3,700 congisting of three
infantry battalions, one artillery battalion and one cavalry
regiment es its nucleus and was in charge of the frontal defense
of Akyab, while the mein force of the 55th Division moved toO t he

Basselin area,

3. General KIMURA, after he agsumed office, especially
stressed and advised thet we ghould gtrive to win the confidence
of the people, to enforce strist military discipline and to raise
the morale of the men., Iater he delivered instructions several

times to the same effect. In compliance with his instructiong, we

brought it home to our subordinates that very strict military
disoipline was the best way to win the confidence of the people.
We did our utmost to behave as prudently &s possible, so military

discipline was very strictly maintained,

. —=—lts General KIMURA was so earnest about the pramotion of
friendship and harmony between the “Japenesevermy and the Burmese

and the stabilization of the latter's 1l
subordinates compile & pamphlet entitled "Phe Attitude to Take

Towards the Burmese™, and distributed them to the members of
units under his commend.

{velihood that he had his
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We guided owr subordinates on the basis of this pamphlet. DBecause '3
of this, all the men in my gerrison arca behaved themselves well, ,
adhering rigidly to "The &ctituds t0 Take Towerds the Burmese", ,
and there wao not & singls cacs in whick +the bLurieese were perssecuteg |
or malvreated, In eddition, in ordsr %0 raigs Sho standerd of the
people's livirg, we mnde and gave agricultumsal impiements, hatchets
and boats to them, so that they were a~tremely grateful ULC us.
Friendiy relstions bsiween tie Jepensse and Burme £6 wWas very gtrong.
Therefonrgy they were willing vo Feln s wisi trencperiteticn in the it
rear areas snd in tha treansportatica of provisionc ead tre sick even |
at the front voliuntarily. .

Thwe Jepanese Army perticulisrly respscted &rd prctested the
religiod®Sf the Burgcese, Sv thas they were ~ery iuch in hagsmony ]
with the inhebitants, Tha Buriefne eaid that s> fer as the |
geashore wes concernsd toev tramsalvsa would defend it and they
did guerd duty alops the beach. Vlen the enely lended, thsy reported
i1t to us by meanc cof signals snd ths 1lixe, {nrce the villiagse
neadman in the neighboerhkood of Inten (s paruetic) was Ikilled in
action while obstruchirg the landing ol the enemy:

5, 1In Februsary 1945, I left Akyeb for Ranpoon to bgccme
the chiel advisor to Uhe Surnss=s3 Netional DerTease Liilye
Circumstences in the Hgngoon arsea wers ¢ifTfesreat anc public peace
was not 8s geod a2 in the Arveb area. At thet tice tne main foroes
of the Burmesa Maticusal DsTense ArLy Verse loceted in Henzada,
while powsrful units WCrs stationed in the vicinity of Toungoo,
Pogu and Tneicl.

on 15 Mavch 1G.5, onxr srmy and ths Burmsse National Defense.
Army concluded an oporationel egreemeunt and cur QriLy celebrated,
holding a ceremony fOr thsir going out into the field, EHowever,
Burma se National Defense Aroy sndéenly rese in revelt agsinst us,
at the end of March 1945, as the conditions of our Army became
worse ard worse dey by day, not to mention the propasganda of the
Arglo=Irndisn Arayo With the sudden chenge of situation, I celled
on “he Gommendsr in Chief of the Burma Area Army, KIMURA,
immediately, end talked it over with him regarding how to handle .
{t, General KIMURA, aftsr corsidering the former friendly
cooperation between the Je8panese Army eand the Burmese and their -
gtand t , ordered me that our Army absolutely must not teke any
revengeful action against them. Fur thermore, he ordered thal we
must protect all those who would pledge allegiance without regard
to their past end carry out only the hminimum punitive action

t i

necessary from the stendpoint of operations. .
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on this 1l4th day of June 1947

A% Tsuno-machi, Xoyu-gun
Miyezaki Prefecture

DEPONENT ¢ SAKURAI, Tokutero, | Seal)

= I, KORETSUNE, Tatsumi, hereby certify that the above
statement was sworn by the pevonent,; who affixed his signature
and seal thereto in the nresence of this witness.

Or. the szme date
At the same place.

Witness: (signed) KORETSUNE, Tutsuml (seal)

CATH

In acccordance with my conccience I swear to tell the
whole truth withholding nothing and adding notning.

 SAKURAI, Tokutaro (seal)




