RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when

16T AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

OR
' F ACA-
et 1 of 5

lt],ﬂ)--,(c) Report No Y Pt

(a) Unit Reporting _ Y f=$4 (b) Based on or at 83 LEXINL
(d) Take off Dat2Q June 1945 Time (LZT) MM Zone): Lat 18«03 W Long 166-38E

s on Wake Island (f) Time of Return_m_(Zone)

(e) Mission AtEs |
Il. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT. -
NUMBER
TYPE SQUADRON ] b BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
RO T TAKING [ ENGAGING | ATTACKING CARRIED (PER PLANE) iacii
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) ' (g)
Y4 © | Hone 8 | 4 - 500 1b, G.P. - »
TBH—éb VT-G Um:- H.AECOCK
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION. , _
BASE TYPE #JS_Q_UADRON .

TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER
F4U-4 VBF-94 12 15 LEXINGTON  |F4U-4 \VBP-6 | 1&
P6r5 VF-94 1z  DUSs . | FeF-5 VF-6 | 14 |USS HAN
SB2C-4E VB-94 | 14 ;.mm.a:en ~ |B2c-4E VB-6 16 |USE HANCOCK
% TEBM-3E VT-50 %) US COWPENS FéF-5 VF-50 12 USS CU {PERD

OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listedin I Only).
(9)

e

| |V ENEMY AIRCRAFT
(a) {b) (c) (d) (e) (f)
TVPE NO NO ENGAGING TIME LOCATION OF BOMBS TORPEDOES CARRIED; CAMOUFLAGE AND
OBSERVED | OWN A/C ENCOUNTERED ENCOUNTFR GUNS GBSERVED MARKING
_____ ~ (ZONE) B - ) . - e
bl T = . (ZONE) _ RE B
B (ZOND) | -
(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s) __None N ~ ) -
Did Any Part of
(i) Encounter(s) Occur in Cloudspv_” 1f so Describe Clouds
R NO) (BASE IN FEET TYPE AND TENTHS OF CDVER} 5b li
- :

Time of Day and Brilliance BO# Bright S5un - Broken %0
| 1 ' sca)’&nﬁea el int . (k) Visibility_

(j) of Sun or Moon
(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON:; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.)

. ENE_M_Y__A__!_RCRAFT DE_STROYED_OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Alrt_:_(aft_ Listed in [l Only). -
) (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: e M z ) [
ENEIAYY EA/_C TYPE A/C . SQUADRON _ PILOT OR GBEJEEEz E_m_EBUNS USED __4_________;\’:;EF_R_E__T_l_t_ ANL}E_ __________ ? ([Z)_:\AHQ\%ED’
> gl N _ . T R SP— PSR TR | L=
S P - | . . e N R S
ST U ) W TP e s - T - g
B en TN 5 £ o . == SURET B AN )
o o 0 el S SR A b DS e A ) ST By T . e
R e 5. | 4 I
SNl B | 1 s T e oL L LN sl
othcr man mmnrm base& oneel&rr*'ﬁi‘t H;
their AG-1 rgpm

o W gf - 3 frm Shi 3
Iﬁm b ol EIEeLpa TSN UHOUla betaken from

g ecret Op Order l-46. Exaet par




W AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT i

’eet 2059 filled out)

V1. LOSS OR DAMAGE COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAFT (of those listed in Il only).

REPORT No V=S4 -1

(c) (d) (e)
TYPE cmN A/C | sQUADRON | Type AR OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE i aoniing e, prmet e (i S e st e af planen iyl
1 o B o
2 N ]
3 0
4 N
5 E .
6 L
7 x = 5
8 J—— . " _
9 _
10 ) - - -
11 o .
12 I . ) - N
13 . - i -
14 e " TS -
~ VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in Il only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at left).
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
PRI, - = aan . R . - )
i F' - . B I - i . e
o — - . SO S e I R .
) A ) | I o B ~
Vill. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING '
(a) @ | el (d) (e $ (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (W
TYPE MILES MILES AV HOURS AV. FUEL AV FUEL — - NO. OF PLANES
A/C OUT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
TBE-3E 75 5 & | 330 180 xx | 687 g
IX. ENEMY ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).
- CALIBER ) - NONE MEAGER |  MODERATE INTENSE
_HEA\/Y — Time _fL_J_s_e_?“d sheds 75mm aﬂd over o . I X B )
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm B . X = I . _—
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 65mm-]3.2mm_ - e - X

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE, OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).
SPEED, CLIMS, No basis for comparison. No enemy aircraft encountvered,

at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT

ALLSET — MFD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED




P16 V-#537 AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT tRacisify wher

Sheet 3 of 5 N filled out)

. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) .
s 1 b o ' ¥ '

XIl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS gR f.BROUN OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in |l Only).
Groun stallat onS'*Wiﬁ-OE 2
< (b) Time Over Target(sMﬁ_EL(Zone)

(a) Target(s) and Location(s)

FOR SHIPS INCLUDE ALL IN AREA UNDER ATTACK)

- ]
i
-

s atratus clouds Othh covered

" (BASE IN FEET, TYFE AND THS OF COVER)

(¢) Clouds Over Targetws2U

e ———— N —

(d) Visibility of Target al obseured by clouds _ (e) Visibility &0 Klles r
(CLEAR, HAZY, PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS, ETC.) (MILES)
(f) Bombing Tactics: Type Glide Boubing ___Bomb Sight Used __None _
(LEVEL, GL,DE OR DIVE) (TYPE)
Bombs Dropped per Run____ & _Spacing 49 __ Altitude of Bomb Release  =Q@Q _
(NUMBER) s (FEET) {FEELT)
(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed None _ Probably Destroyed NOoR® Damaged Npne
"t  DIMENSIONS Or |/ NO_A/C ATTACKING “ Bgmas AND' AMMUNITION | NO (™ on SAMAGE (r'll)r:sn.nr: :
| AIMING POINT TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING POINT | Aiming Point | serious, destroyed or sunk)
1 WARLZT Power & Yo x 150' | L TBE-SE S5light davage irom
distililation plamt approx VI-94 8 b0u¥ G.P. | None plact efiecet mises
- 2 2Revetuent in Approx. 1 TBM-5E Pog:i-

aeross irom WAL~ o] -

s

11 bombs hit tar.-é
ca _but regults =

3E .
Vi-24 12 - D00# N Pe |

No bombs droppe d
Dk 15l WALEYs Ali 12
on1qit tar. et area

0 WA WD,

= — —

e e = e B E e . el i W G R m _ e mmom om mme m—— e ———— e o . tE . &= C—_ _

(0) RESULTS: (For all hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest, draw diagram, top or side view or both, as appropriate, showing type and location
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

Pin-point targets assigned were not hit due to cloud condiclions over
the target. All planes dove through the clouds, breaklng out at approximately
o800 ft. Aiming was against target area WA-202 for O planes, and all clalm
hiits. Fxact damage estimation is not possible due to the alrecdy pock-murked
condition Of the target area,

# Jicpoa Bulletin 80-44 for té.rgot description,

(p) Were Photographs Taken?__X@@ — Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.

ALLSET M‘FD. BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO_, PATENTED
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V-16-V-#537

OR
F CA-1
Shwet 4 of 5

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT (Reclassify. wher

filled out)

REPORT No. VIivd-1

XI1l. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary. )

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach [lactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance §

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack
Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own

’ i 2 Ememy
Defensive Tactics, Own

~ Enemy

Flexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics

Fighter Direction

Use of Radar

Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

fhe attack,carried out as planned, was wade folilowing
ome VBF and one VF swedp of the atoll. Aliver making one
run, the 12 VF rejoimed the 18 VI ahd 14 VB comprising the
itrike group assigned to varget area WA-Z. Rendezvous ade
3t 12,000 feet, about 15 miles northwest oi the atulls
\pproach made by proceeding south uncil in position to turn
into the lagoon and to make northerly runs on the € .rgets on
lorthwest Wake Island. Vt lost 5000 feet before pushover
hieh was made over the south shore of Wilkes Island. The
three 3-planes sections broke up, with one seetion assigned
o WA2--7, one To /A<-34, and one To WAZ-Ug and 06 Glides
\f apout 35 degrces were used, speeds ap roximately <UU, snd
telease at 2000 fect. Evasive action was taken Dy changes
3f altitude and course up ©C the push-over point, but
thereafter until pull vut, € vaslve aetion w.s not pnssible
In the TBM-3B. Evasive action w.s taken on retrieverent made
lormal to the beachline., Planes oroke throug] the clouds at
ibout 23500 feet, and released on targets of o.portuw ity; O
planes hitting target arca WAZ-0z. OUme pllov did notrelease
ue to un electrical failure of the bomb release sy-.eu and
heing too low for emergency releuse. One plane dropped over
ihe target, hitting only the north buache The planes assigned
o target WAZ-27 missed. The reamining © pliunes hit target
irea WAS-02. @8everal of the planes strafed while in the bomb-

—_——

ATTACK
OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target

Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds

Approach

Dive

Pull-Qut
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY
Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights
Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

{ing runs. All targets assigned were camofloged, difiieuit %o
locate inn the pietures provided for breilling, but were rcla-
jively e«sy to pick up in the oonbing run.

It is recommended that sectici leaders be .repured to take
dn a .ropriate interval during the approacih 80 as O AaCLLEVE
position satisfactory ior taking evasive action and ior
icking a push-over point that wilil ovut the secti. it Ol
dssigned targets. If all the ,lanes stay together in close
ormation up until che push-over point, gvasive aetion 1s

possible and traililing sections have an excremely hurd task
f hitting their Bargets from a push-over point selected by
4 leader to facilitage his own bombing run,

The photographs provided for brileling were vaken from
gboutz0,000 feet and Jere not too satisfactory. kKueh better
hots were made by VF(P) on the first strike and proved help-
ul at later stvages.

Jperstionals YE made homing, recognitlon, approach, anu
endezvous in ascsigned sector ecasy. A picropnone bution on
ome plane in the sirike became jammed and made comnunications
n the strike very difficult. Flight éperaiiens were condcucted
ith minipum difficuities. The TBU3E perivrmed well under

OPERATIONAL

Naviqgation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

full load eomditions. The 156 plames assigned to The squadron
were oper:tional for the first strikes and 13 were oper-.tional
av day’ end, .

ALLSET — MFD BY THE EGRY REGISTER CO., PATENTED
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RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when

filled out)

REPORT NOVTM"]'

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

‘ XI. MATEI DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.

ARMAMENT

Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
Ammunition
Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights

Bomb Releases

COMMUNICATIONS

Radio, Radar
Homing Devices
Visual Signals
Codes, Ciphers

RECOGNITION
|FF
Signals
Battle Lights
Procedures

PROTECTION

Armor: Points and Angles
of Fire Needing Further
Protection

Leak Proofing

EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
Parachutes

. Life Belts, Life Rafts

+ Safety Belts

Emergency Kits
Rations, First Aid

NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses
Driftsights
Octants
Automatic Pilots
Charts

INSTRUMENTS
Flight
Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

A{r’rram@

Control Surfaces

C[_JF“‘ trol S-";’S tem

Dive Flaps

| anding Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers

L ubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxihary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel Facilities

Use additional sheets if necessary).

Compunications )
Fhe following notes were taken by Townsend, G.J., AiM3c(CA),

who was flying in a TBM equipped with a spot Jammer and an
AFR-1 vecelvers

nl, After taking oir pilcked up a signal on 217 me. This
signal was pilcked up at about 30 mi. from ship. Oomecne
was jamring this signal with a barrage Jammer. (barrage

Jammer was covering © me).

82, A signal was pheked up at 203. No one was Jomuing 1t."
(Pownsend was instructed to jam a sigmal at 207 il he found
ne. The 203 signal wo:. jJammed later by a Larrage Jammer).
5, Townsend jamned a signal at 209 me. (Ihis pr cably the
ignal expected at 207 me.) The receiver caliloration cou.d
:asily have been off 2 me. He stoted thal The <UD mc sigpal
B-emed to be tracking. This sigpal came on and oIl 1lniegr-
pittencly.

. At this tiie a barrage of Jamuer
yorhood of 209 me., .
be By this time the barrage Jammers were coverliug LICm =Ud
ge¢ to 2-8 me. There was a null in the barrage at <uc BC

Lo 207 me. ‘The most eficetive part of the barrage was Ifrom

209 e TOo Z<8 nc,

Towmsend stated th.t several of the barrage Jaumers were
turning it on again, 1his

The operators wiil be cautionec abiout CThis

gas heard in the lelglie

v @
piutting ofi the equ.pment aii.
ghould Dot ve dol
ractice.

’. ‘The above notes are set avwn as Townsend TOOK viielm 1n a
ore or less ehronologieal oraer,

8, Inmasmuch as this was Townsend?s Iirst flight w.dey firey
|t is my opinion that he did an excel.ent job of cbs rvavion
and acted in a very c¢ool uanner,

«~ @

"H.F, MACK IR
KCE Ofiicer.™

REPORT PREPARED BY:

APPROVED BY:

oo Jur ],-*i-{s

¥.i. GOODRICH, Lieut, A, USNR,

ACY OFFICER,

SIGNATURE e | RANK AND DUTY o
min‘ Of ficer,
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