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U.S. STRATEGIC BOMBIIG SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

C/0 POSTMASTEF, -SAN FRANCISCO

INTE ROGATIO: NO. (USSBS #90)

NAV No. (17)

DIVISIOY OF ORIGIN: Naval Analysis

SURJECT: Invasinr of the PEILIPPINES and NETHE: LuNTS EAST II'DIES.
Personrel interrogated and background oif each?

Ceptain ISPIBARA, Kawaklta was on the Staff of the 3rd Fleet where he
was stationed on the ASHIGARA from June 1940 to April 1941l. Since April 1941
re has been with the Military sffairs Bureaun of Favy Ministry (Gunmukyoku) .

Where interviewed: FLonom-749-MEIJI Building.

Interrogatior: T. H. Maorer, Crmdr., Usil.
Interpreter: =~ .E..P: Brown, Lt. (jg), USHE.
ALLIED OTTI0ERS PRESENT: Iione.

SUMMARY

The general olan for the invasion of the PEILIFPINES and the IFETHELLAFD
EAST IuDIES wes simple in concept but the exccution was very complex. This
interrogation covers the movemenis of the Japanese Third Flect which actually
conducted the innumcrable small invasinns from LUZON to JAVA. Ceptain
ISHIEARA furnishes general information on Alllecd Ailr ittacks, on Japanese
invasisn forces, and the action at LUZON , MAKASSAR ATRAITS, BLLI and the
JaVsa SEi. Of special interest is the descrintion of the destructi-n of the
United Statec ships HOUSTON and POPE and the British ships EXETER and EXCOUNTZR.
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Transcript of Interrs-ation (Ceptain Kawakita ISHIEAR:)
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Qe List the Japancse farces which were assigned the mission of invading LUZO?Y
. The f~rces were as follows:

“irst Base Force.

Sceond Base Iorce.

Sixty Submarine Sqd.

Twn Mine Layers.

One Seaplane Carrier (15 planes).

'he Basc Foreecs were composed »f troop transports and shlps loaded with
anore defense cuns and anminition. The above forces were supmorted by
re¢ heavy crulsers (ASEIT.\Ra, ¥Flag St ivn), nne light eruiser and forr or
ive destroyers.
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Q. YWhat time during the arnproach from ORMOS:A to LUZAL did the foree reccive
the first air attack?

A. We were not attacked at any time Aduring the awrnach, but were attackasd
after the landing operati-n commenced nn 22 December.

Eow many times were you ~ttacked by Aaircraft?

t{_‘)

A. Ve were attacked during the course »f the entire day.2<2 Lecember.

"ere Japanese fighters available t» owrntect the Japanese landing f-rce?

O

A. I» figkters were available.

Q. Did any nf the Jananese ships reeecive damage from air attackst?

A. One mine layer wes sunk by strafing at VITAN.

G. Was the crulser ASHIGARA damaged hy air attacks?

a. The ASHIGAEA was bombed ebout 100 miles Northwest »f LIIGaYil by five
Lmerican frur-engine bombers, but no damage was received. 4After the attack
the Japancse intcrcepted a radin message from the imearicans-claiming: that

the Battleship HARU:A had been sunk, but the H.hUlls was nnt present and n»
damage wes received by any shiv.

*o

Were any large ships with the ASEIGARA at the timet?

A. Yes, she was accompanied by twh heavy crulscrs.

R What did the ASFIGATA do after the attack?

#. We intercepted a radio message ordering the american aircraft t»o attack
again. The aSklGiuda naved to the iiorthwest. ints a rain sguall and wasn't
attacked again.

i+ What ships were to bombard the beach prior to the landing?

ise One light cruiser and a2brut five destroyers gave fire supnecrt to the larding.

% Did the ships supprrting the landing suffer any damage from air ettacks?

s. Yes, the light cruiser received several strafing hnhlee from a close bomb.

%+ Were the cdestrnyers damaged by air attacks?

».  The destroyers also received s~me kind of damage, but nn way interfered
with the ~peratinn anéd Adid nnt interfere with their battle efficiency.

2. «fter the LUZOYN landing was c-mpleted, cdescribe the movements or the
Thi I‘H. :.:l:‘?r'}'t ®
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iiféatiQn (Captain Kwalkcita ISHI

The Third Fleet returngd to» FORMOSi for services and then proceeded to DaVaO.
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When the Third Flect arrived at DAVAO, was the invasi-n by the Japanese
lancing frrce underway?

Tes, the invasinn was crmpleted.
ihat wes the next move made by the Third Fleet?

The "hird Fleet was split up and proceeded tn JOLO - 6 January, TakaKall -
11 Janmiary, MINADO - 11 January.

Wers the forces in DAVAO attacked by air?

Yes, nrne of the heavy eruisers embatrked was hit in the bow with a bomb anA
f-rced t» return to Japan for repair. I think this attack was made by B-17s.

are yma familiar with the attack on shipping at JOLO by smeriean flying
broats?

&n, hrwever, a tarker procaeding to» TARAKAT abrut the same time was att-
acked from the air and was scriosuily damaged.

Was the ThirR? Zleect attacke? by surface ships »r submarines Auring the
np=rati-n in the PEILIPFIITES?

The seaplane corrier at fPAR'I wes attacked by a submarine ten or cleven
times, but all were misses exdept ~ne torpeds which °id nzt emplode. in
Aamage w=s receiv-”, In additi-n, ~ne destroyer was sunk by submarine s-uth
nf MiKASSHE and I thirk one at MIRI, but n-t sure.

Do y-u know of the attack »nn Japanesec transnorts by the Ameridan:festroy rs
at BALIKPAFAY on 24 January?

Yes, I will tell you all I know. The american destroy:rs sli-ped through
the Jepanese screen and commernced an attack,maneuvering very fast. The
Japanese were unable to identify the shins and couldnft fire at them
because they were s» close to the Japanesec transperts. Heavy damage

was recelved by two or three transmorts, but I d-n't think any were act-
ually sunk. These transports “ic nnt have tro-ns abrard, sirce they had
unloadecd them the aftern~nn befrre. The attack ceuse? much crnfusi n. the
Javns th~ught that these #merdican ships were Cruisers,and Japanesc cruisers
north ~f BALIKFAPAY steamed s-uth t» suwnsrt the forece, but dAid not arrive
until after the American Cruiscrs left.

Did the attack hy the amcrican cestroyere cdelay the Japanese movement tn
the South?

“hat dil n-t interfere anyway.

Deseribe the m vemente ~f the Third Fleet as the Japancse mrved further
t> the S5c+th?

On 26 Janmuary we occupied KENTA:I and ~n the 31 January we osccupied ~liBON.
On the 4th of February the Japanese Naval iir Force conducted a very
successful attack ~n the smerican and Ltutch Cruisers.

Dn y~u know »f the acti~n Sauth of BALT »~n 19 -~ 20 February, at rnight?

Tes, a Jaranese Force of tws tro-m transnorts end six destrayers nccupiod
3aLI in ~rder to procure the airfiel® for use against JaVA. VWhen relarn-
ing from this nperatisn on the night ~f 19 February, they enc-runterad a

f rce °f American shive, estimated tn be f-ur -r five destrovere »r nossidly
cruisers. It was ¥ery Jdark and identificati-n was cifficult. The Japvancse
attemyted to use search lights, but they were n-t very cftoctive. We also
had dizficulty with the t r-e”~ecs which exnladed nrematurely ard in srme
cases were mistaken f~r hits ~n the cnemy )
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We received major damage to two destroyers which were foreced to return to
MAKASSAR. One of the destroyers was towed and the other could only pro-~
ceed at eight knots., We estimeted that ~ne allied destroyer wae sunk

and there was nrobability that another was damaged.

Dr yru krow what forces were available in the JAVA SkL for the invasinn of
JAVAT

Yes, in the SOEMBA STRAIT was a vart of the force that had sunn~rted the

invasi-n »f BRITISE MuLAYA. Just north of SOERABAJA was locatec another
fyrce nf three heavy cruisers and about & destroyers. A third force
crmmnhged of 2 heavy cruisers and f-ur destroyers was stationed to the

Enstward of SOERABAJA Force as a supoort force. This Inrce included
ASEIGAR., which was the flag shin ~f the Commander »f the Third rleet, Viece
Admiral TAKABEASEI. ke was in command ~f the entire omeratinn. the tr-~om;s

f~y the invasinr of JiaVA were sailed from JATali, FORMOSA, and the PHILI-

PINES. The transp-rts carrying the tr-ooms which invadec western JAVa

assemble” in L. NGGA with the Seventh Squairon nf the MaLAYL force and
proceecec. to vicinity of BaTAVIA. The transnarts carrying the tro-ps which
snvaded the SOERABAJA AKEL assemble” at JOLO and nroceeced through the
MAKASSAt STRAIT to JAVA., At the same time all combatant skins »f the

Third Fleet whick had narticinated in the vari~us invasions 1 t5ld of
hefsre rendezvoused in the vieinity of MAKuSSAR and proceeded intc the

JaVaA SEA »n 27 Fehruary.

Tell me 2ll y~u knrw ab~ut the Battle of JAVA SEAT

When the Jananese frrce moved towarcs JaVa, we din't expect to fight the
Battle ~f the JAVA Sii hecause we thought the air attacks on the allied
shirs on 4 February hed serinsusly damagced most of them. althcugh shims
were scen in SOERABAJAL, it was c-msidered that they were inc badly damaged
to fight. We were taken aback when the allied frreces were discnovered. The
transrart force was immediately ordered to retire to the North an? the
Eastern Surmort F-ree comprsed of two cruisers and. frur destr~yers steamed
at full enee’ to sunnort the SOERABAJA Frrce. This was necesgary since

it was th-ucht that the enemv »ut numbered us 1in cruiser strength. First
attack was in the late aftern-rn and the Jananese destroycrs made a

torpedn attack. UWe thoucht that two or thrce allied cruisers were sunk,
but ag2in the Jananese tornednes explncded rrematurely and gav f-lse indi-
cati-n of the demage. Nn damage was received by Japanese ships in the first
nart »f the bhattle. Later in the nizht another battle was fought. Twe
Japanese destroyers were heavly damaged and tempnrarily put -~ut of acti'n
and retired t» MAZASSAT. The actual damage to the allied force wasn't
known, but what was left of the allied fleet withdrew and the invasi~n »f
JAVA wes completed according to plans.

Are y~u familar with the acti~r in whic¢h the EXETIE, EFCOUNTEK and POPE
were sunk when they attemnted to esmcape after the Battle of the JAVA SEA?

Yes, I witneksaed the entire action. The two Jananese forces were mancu-

v éring North of BAVEAN ISLAI'DS in supmnort nf the invasi~n. One force
crmmosed of twr cruisers and frur destroyers was 20 miles north ~nf an
additional frrce compnsed of three cruisers and ten destroy-rs. It was
ab~1t n~on time »n 1 March that a destroyer in the North Frrece was sudfenly
hit by cun fire from the EXETEF which was proceeding "n a Westerly course
accompanie? hy two -dgstroyersLhis was the firsv kn~wledge that the Jaranese
received that cnemy shins were present. The EXETE steamed between ine

tw~ Japanese Groune which promptly destroyed the two destroycrs, EXETEL ~and
ENCOUNTEE by gun fire and tr~rpedoes. The americar fdestroyer POPE turned
away, but was hit on the stern by a homb from an ASHIGATA searlane ~nd
sl-wod dwn t~ such an extent, that it was destroyed vy surface shins. 1
thirk survivers were recnvered from all shins.

Q. 4&lso after the Battle nf the JAVA SBA, the cruiser HOUSTON attemnted t°

escape. D-» y>u know what hanpened tn 1t7

~ihn
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Yes, while attempting to mass through the SOEFBA STHLIT, the HOUSTOIT steamed
directly int» the invasi~n fnrce -perating »n the Western tin ~f JiVi., The
EQUSTYN steamed between twr groups »f cruisers and destroy rs. The S~uthern
Croun was suno~rting tro~p transnorts. i+ vinlent bdattle wae frught at closc
guarters during which the twn transvorts lhaded with tr-ops were sunk. The
EOUSTOY was sunk at very short range by gun fire and torped~es. The range
was s~ short that the ships exchanged machine gun fire. It is estimated
that the locati-n ~f the sinking »f the HQUSTON was iIn the immedlate
vicinity ~f DUIZEND ISL:IDS. Survivers were rec vercd.




