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HEADQUARTERS _
Usoe STR.TEGIC BOIBING SURVEY
(PLCIFIC) .
C/0 POSTM..STER, SaiN FR.INCISCO
INTERROGATION NO, (USSES 285) PLLCE: TOKYO
N/V. NO, 65 DLTE: 8 Novermber 1949,

Division of Origin: Nawval inelyseis Division.
Ssubjcets Mine Warfare.,

Personnel interrogated and background of cach:

Captain Thilm4, Kyuzo, IJIy Captain on active duty, who at
the teginning of the way was in the Tokyo Orcnance Department
speclalizing in mine construction. Hc was head of the Mine Sweep-
ing Scetion until last month+ He has been steatiored in Tokyo
in abovec duty from the beginning of the war until last month when
he becare hcac of the nwinsweeping section of the Tokyo ./.rscnal.

Where intcrviewed: FEIJI Euilding, Noor. 218.

Interrogator: Comrandcr T.H. MOOTER, U.S.N,

Interprcecters Lt. ComGr., S, MILLSTEIN, TUSI'R.
rilied OlTicers Pregent: Nonc.

S UIVH\ JLR Y

Ceptain TaiUR). answers general gquestions perteining to minc
warfare,

aptain TALU?U. prescnted a paper, as previously rcoucsted
which expresscd thc corkincd views of Japancsc cxperts on the
str-tegical, tactical and tecrnical aspeccts of zerial mining as
exccutec. by the United Statcs,
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TRANSCRIFT

N. Were any coast cefense vessels converted into mine sweepers?
Le Yo, they were too larce. They were usec only for sweeping
moored minrnes; however, many sub-chasers were removed from escort
duty ané employed as mine.SsVeepersSe

Q. Aifter a particuler typ= of mine was discovered, how long would
it norrallyv take to wo~k out anc rut into effect & countermeasure?
4. The time requireé for each type of mines was as follows:
Magnetic (needle type)-one month, magnetic (induction type)-

two months, acoustic (norral frequency)-two weeks, acoustic (low
frequency)-unaktle to construct effective countermeasure but re-
scarch was comnleted in three months, pressure type mine-unable TO
construct effective countermeasure but research completed in three

months. A very few rines were swept with net Type SWEEPETrSe

Q. Did your research section make a study of underwater damage Lo
ships caused by 1ines? .

Les Yes. Although informatlion was available regarding the construc-
tion of vessels,in orcer to protect them cgainst mine explosions,
it was of not much use. 'The steel surply ligited construction soO
thet it was impossible to incooperate new ideas in cdesigning.

Q. What percentage of ships which struck mines were lost complet-
ely? .

A Due to the fact that mine's normally were laid in shallow water,
only about 50% of ships striking wince actually sark. HOWeVeEr, the
damage is such that in deep water ~tout 70% of thesc vessels would
be loste

Q. What is the general opinion of high ranking Japancse Military
lezders anad incustrialists on the vzlue in defense se2 mines affact
axccuted zgainst Japan®

L. During the first year of the Wwar 1ittle inportance was attached
to mine war affair. EHovever, in 1945 when pincs werc Hgec AN

quantity, they Lccane of greszt concern to all laaders, 48 ah aXe
ample, after thec use of the pressurc ragn:tic mire, the proolem
beearc so acute that several militery activities such as Navel

Lir Heacdquarters even mace an attempt to assist in countermeasurc
developrment, although such work cid not cowe under their department.

0, Lic¢ mining cf ect rilitsry strategic vlans at any timz cduring
the war?

L. The mine attacks in area outslce of JAFALYN did not effect mili-
tary stratcgic planning. T .is wes largely due to the fact that the
people were not awalre of the extent of the allied mine effort and
anl1so were not fully cognizrent of the potentislitiecs of rine war-

ELC o

Q. Whet wes the reactlion of the civilian population in nined arc¢as’?
A. In view of the fact that the Japancse people were so strictly
controlled gnd consequertly Gic not knovw what was going on, mine
warfarz had no e¢ffcct on civiliens. The only agencics thsl werc
cognizant of the critical situation caused by the mines were the
Shipping Control Eoard ané those agencies theot cctuelly came if
contact with the results of the mine attacks,

N, What was thc date of recovery of the British type mine?
e In June or July 1942 we founc a completc 1ine in a warehousc
it SIVGLFO U,

Q. Dicd you ciscover the Tritish maenctic scoustic mine?
r T
ne NO o
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Q. Dié the Germens furrish you any countermcasurc inforration on
this mine?

1

£ 0 N'O.

Q. Did the Japancse ever give any consicderation to an offensivc
acrial mine cempaign of their own?

Le We never had any ideca of offensive aeriel minecs in american
waters because we rcalized that we did not have the plances, VWC
¢id heve a plan to mine OKIVAW. when the campaign startcc, but
never hed cnough planes to cxXecutc it

R, Did you capture any personncl that proved of assistarce in
development of nine counturncasure? |

Le We never did. Captured persornecl are not of as nuch veluc as
the capturcd rine.

Qe Did you ever consider the use of terrage belloons cgelrst mine
laying aircraft?

r

fia No, because the metcrial was not avallable.,

Q. Yere Area Couianders left to combzt minc zttacks on thoir own
or édid they reccive directive and guidsnce from TOKYO?

Le The Ares Comnandcrs were left to tiheir ovm devices and useaq
such cquipment as wes aveilable. Eowevur they werc furnishcd with
the lastest inforwiation available at TOKYO,




