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noctwrnal in its ]hﬂ)ltb, ])rowlmw by m,t_,]nt in search of

the mmnnmls and birds w hich form its food :md thus
doing immense damage in districts well stocked with

nmne.'. The ﬁert:eneqq of its disposition, its strennth,'

and its mrlhty are well ]m(m n, and dlthOR”‘ll 1t does

| 1mt a@el«: to attack man, x et w ]mu dl‘«tul‘l ed i m lts lair,

~or when llemmed in, 1t mll spring mth tiger- l1ke 3
,Luomty on its opponent ev ery hﬂll on its bvdy 1)1'1%1--
ing ‘with mg,t,. | “i never Siw. an ;nnmhﬂ htrht 80

dcbper wtely,” says Mr. C harles St. J ohn Wﬂd Sports g

of the IHighlands), or one which was 0 dxfhuﬂ’o to kill,

In (,01111111 y dlgtucts s])e(*nneu% of th(, dnmestm catb

run wild are by no nua:mg uncommon, for hm*mfr om- By

tasted "wlld animal food,' hares and rabbits are evw

:Li'terw:n'd%- preferred fo rats and mice, and when the
- house c':\,t thus takes to hunting them are few ammals |
more destrut,tn ¢ to poultry aud game. In some inst-

anees they have beeu known o hunt 1egu1a11y in the

woods and vet retain sufficient domestlut} to carry
' Liome t_héi:t* pray before devouring it, and notwith-
'standing the Latin proverb. _ '

« Catus :mnt -P"iSCéS sed aquas intrare yecusat,”
they hm*e been known to over- come their aversion to

Lter in order to gratify their taste for fish. Th(,

oﬁ'sprmg of suc,h semi-wild forms Omdually ASSTUNE &
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Ineyclopaedia Britaniea.
Cat a name applied in its widest sense to all feline

animals, but generally restricted to a few of the small-

er species whxch approximate more or less clOSely to

| the domestic form. Of 1111(101}10%1(':&0(1 species the

best known 1s the mld va‘o (IFelisc {Ltus) 1,_Ll_)1t111g- the

111()‘5{: innceessible mountain fastnesses, and the deepest

recesses of the forsts of Central aud I\ort-]glern Furope

and Asia. It attains a length of 3 feet including the
tail, is of a yellowish grey colour a love and whitish

hene;mth w 1th ! dark .s.tlea,k e\toudmu along the bm |5

to the 01‘1*)'111 of the tail, wnd wlth 111(11%1;111(;13 Lransvcrse

band on the sides. Its tail is bushy and of equal

'-tlm;kne'ac; tlu' ughont, anulated and tipped with black.

The wild cat was for merly abund&nt throughout the

wooded districts of Britain, but is now confined to

Wales, the mountainous parts of the north-west of

England, and the Highlands of Scotland, where, owing

“to the increased attention now paid to the preserva-

tion of game, it is heing 1‘%pldly exterminated by trap

and gun It forms its nest in rocky crevices, or in the

1101 ows oi trees, 'md has been known to make use, for

this purpose of the nes's of the larger birds. It is
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thm‘o *u‘e pvvulml mus 3y tlm dentitmu of tlu% H]‘)DL'I(‘H' 111)1101‘111 u“rlmu'lnrr not 11_11]1]{(_, th Wb of tlm wild eat,—a ue

- \ o

hl‘lﬁlt*l(‘llf to ummhdu,tu 1ts elmn to 1)(1 (“(}11%1(1(*1'{“[1 tlm- '-.”lTlll] mt} ‘x‘shlt*h le d to the 5-,111)1)0{-_,1‘(10]1 thi 1t t]m ]meh{‘_ ! e

ancest: Wi ;m) suwh* wild f-:p%ws has 14.111 1D Y | sl was lmt it dﬂlﬂﬂhtlt‘ﬂrt“d form of l*ehs catns.  The ! .
un,]ur alists, uuhuhnw ’I’emmnuk Palls, and Bl} th, o 3 s;’;rt":hte] size, Towever of the Intter the uniform thick- N
the conc luqmu the 1*:.4113 dmm-lthul, 18 thc—t product of _'  ness of its tail—a peculinrity which never reapears in
111:111} species commnwlel ; and whmtm e wcw*rht mm'" R B any of the domesti(-- 'm‘iei;iéq nor in those xfhiuh']_nm't;:

1‘1(-1 *Lttm,'hed to tlu-', \-*1(>w there ] csuﬂu,u;nl; endence 10 '-mtm lli"d to the wild st wte—anlong with 1 fmwt o t.]w-

ahow th 1t domostm et in different p:u'ts of the wmld - atent %{“i}'i ity of ]muse cats and high value set upon.

']hme been areatly mochﬁ 0 bj frthqueni: CrOSSINgs mth ar | _;U 161 ﬂnouu]wut 1) 111()])(" during the M delo Agras,

__ﬁ':
},

i
]
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i
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~such wild qpeues as oceur in those parts. In the when the wild form was ev erywhere alnndant may be

o

1301'1711 of Scotland at the pmsent d.my ‘the 11&131\ (.

R

held to pm\ ¢ that the don'lcqtu* eab is specifically

- “1’901‘5‘5 s Delieved occ quonajlls bo cross W ith the 110“5‘5‘ Al distinet from the wild form of our woods. Its origin,

cat, the prodm,,t lwmg i tho lmuaes. Q}uch crosses ‘F - like that of man v other (10111@51;1(*'.11,111111 nls is srr[h{,mnt-
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would, no doubt, be much more frequeut in ages WIIE‘H' 1y obgeure to have become a matter of more ot "]I-“-»“w :
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the wild eat w: 1S supembund.mt throuy rhc)ut 1D umpm D -]\n_-obnl)le conjecture. e{eﬁ_,m:e. 1S me e to it iu

| :Llld 1t 18 ewdvu’o] y owing to tlm ‘that, as Mr Blyth - ' ! ¥  Sonskrit _"i'\le'i{ain;._.:s 200.01 jezurs" old, and still move
: ' f .’.__- ] _

__:- D

QLY N W e R S —m" e

| Sta,tm tlm ﬂfﬁlllt} of the 01 dm ATy ""B]'ltlsh cat toI* etis

e e e - Ry

ancient records of it are to be found in the monnment-

Liaastis

 catus, as (-mnpm'@d with ‘m} Indl'm tame eat, s @ al figwres and eat mummies of Egypt.

R s T

.
CEpE e
f— e

‘manifest. The h’oter mc*cordmfr to the same ﬂl’lﬂl{’)l‘ﬂﬂ" The latter, according to Pe Blainville lelong to

g
e e ok
il

2 -
ol g g o B

has (:I‘Ossed' with 1o -fewer than 'ftmr Indian 'de- | three distinet species, two of which are said to be still

T
Loy

species, and a tame Specimen Iat@l :«mdded to “the found, both wild and domestieated in part’s of Egypt,
The Gloved Cat of Nubia (Felis maniculata), which

Also otenrs as o mummy, approaches most nearly in

BT e e T
T

British Biuseum 'mgreed in Dr. Guy’s opinion, in

ety e R

“almost ev ery character with the Tndmn w1ld Sppcm% -

T i, ol T T it Tl i, L sl g

Felis chaus. SnmLu instances of the crossing of size, and in the tapering form Ui the tail; to the

native S-peciesw_lth the domestic form have been noted 1<~,1nggt-,m_ ek, but j’}()jgsc.,()l (_)“{ru i s,]l,;m 1 ‘thbt' | s
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20. 1873). Amon;: the ancient Dr} ptia;nq the cat was

Ty, M Py e Tt ey, et el e e, e el B e b e e e Bl ke B B e B B e ey b b Sy Ry o R W ™ L L A
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o
.llm dmpumtmn *md ]mblth of Hm dmnnstw wlt are

faamhm* to all and need not be dwelt u]v n hero. Tt

- has never m*mced tlm,t devotion tﬁ mn,n W lnch 111.L1'*1¢*
| terues the dog, though m..my indiv 1(]11:11 uuseas of tehmn

- ;att&vhm@nt mmht be qunted It ])Ei‘Olﬂi!h hr*m e\*en

*atr ncrh attm-hed to p&r‘mmlnr loczmhtjes ﬂlld will find

its way back from the most (hqt,lint places although
'Omeved thither under cover. IIow it 1)91*1?01*1:13 f-;uvli B
__hm,tq has ]onw le/led naturalists, and no them} tlmt s
lm.q yet been advanced seems ndeqtmtely to mwab the=-
case. It has Leen. eontended ]euently by M. A L- |
'-NVallxwe that cat wlm,h £ ht Y convey ed to a dr-*-—

' t.mbe blind{old will ]mve lts sence of smell in iull ex-

ercise, :LIld will 1)_} t]us means tﬂ.ke 110te of the succes-

sive mloura it oncounters on the way . that these Wlll _.

leave on its mind “a series of 1!]1&;2,‘&8 as dlStlllbt s

' -thoae we should receive b} the KENSe of SIght and
- that i the 1'8(,111'1'@11(‘8 of tlmse odours in thelr 1)1:01391' B
~ inverse mdel -ev ery hcmbe ditel, held and ulln;_,eﬁ
y hm*mg its own Well-mmked mdnldlmllty would make
it an easy matter for the animal in question to folluw *

the ldentlal route ba(,k however many tummgs and

| .uross 1'0}}(1& it ma} have followed * (Nature Febrmary

sacred to Isis or moon tmnpleg were rmsed and sacri-

- -bﬂlty is pr oved by the very dlstmct breeds that have

~reuse, of u hlu]sh-ﬂ'rev colour ; and the Angora, with

- iTeEa, S

. » / N

(266) ¢ b

,‘5 ST

_ / v

__ m Algerm ‘m :uth Afrwn nnd Pm:mgmm) ! o

Althou;z;h the cat has pmbabh been (h)nmstu,ated y B
quite as long as the ﬂoﬂ' the numbnr of distines breeds : 'F%ff
11111:Lb1tmn' the same countn, to which it has given 3',, - ;{
M i

rise, is qtmklngl} small in (:c)lnpm'v«on with those of = Eq;
the latter,--a Iact owmg prohn,bl} to the nocturnal bl
Tabits of the cat and the consequent diffienlty
preveutmtr mdlscummate Crossing

LR RSN IS g S

- That 113 is not owing r to any lnh(ll‘f-‘-llt want of yaria-

i i S R

e Lt

LRI Yy _h‘;_:.,._ -u-i - et T AL
r 5 -

-been developed in insular and other isolated situations,
~such as the tailless vats of the Isle of Man, whlch 1
differ in size of head and length of limbs, as well as in ;. BT

-:mbsence of _tml from the ordma,r) form, and the

domestic cats of the Malayan Archipelage, in which

[Ty

P P o e e

'_ the tml is short and truncated.
- The besb known and most dlstmct varieties are thp__

T:a;b bY ; the Tortoise-shell or Spanish, with its plea%-
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