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A PROPOSAL TO FIX ‘A COMMEMORATIVE DAY FOR
 THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CHINESE =~
POSTAL SERVICE.

An' institution of extensive scope ard long standing will almost in-
evitably embody some intrinsic value that is worthy of commemoration, be
the institution religious, political, industrial, or artistic. Inevitably also
the commemorator will try to trace the origin of the institution back to
the very day when it was first founded. Philately is no exception.

The early history of the “Min Chu” (J& k), or Private Postal Agercies
is still untold. So the beginning of the Chinese Postal Service has to be
dated to the time when the government first issued postage stamps. It is
well known that in 1921 the Post Office issued a set of stamps to com-
memorate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the establishment of the Postal
Service, thus arbitrarily fixing its date at 1897, the year of the first regular
Imperial issue. This decision on the part of the Postal Authorities which
totally igrorcd the Customs Postal Service, cannot but be taken as being
ungrounded historically. For the Customs were the Customs of the Chinese
government, their authority to organise the Postal Service was invested
them by the Chinzse government. Furthermore, during this period was
issued the commemorative set in honour of the sixtieth birthday of the
Empress-Dowager, an act sanctioned by Imperial ediect. Can_ this and the
two preceding issues all be courted as irregular or unauthentic?

It is now fifty-three years since the Customs Postal Service first saw
light in 1878,-quite a venerable history. We who have in ‘heart the pro-
pagation of philately would have to determine historically a correct com-
memorative day for this venerable institution in order to set a precedent
and to give quidance to future Juhllatlon I, therefore, beg to make the
following proposal. '

In J. Menecariri’s Report on the Post Office, published in 1906, the first
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issue of the large dragon die Customs stamps is dated August 1878. Phil-
atelic literature of various countries generally adopts this date as being
unquestionable. But according to Customs notice the stamps were not sold
in Shanghai until December 16th, nor has Mencarini’s statement otherwise
been corroborated. For a time I thought December 16th ought to be the
commemorative day. Then there fell into my hands a usad five-cent stamp
of this first issue cancelled “Peking, Oct. 2, 1878”. It is evident that the
stamps were in use in the north much earlier than in Shanghai.

A plausible reason for this time dlﬂ’erence readily suggests itself. The
stamps were printed in Shanghai and sent to Peking to be examined by Sir
Robert Hart, the then Inspector-General of Customs. Upon being approved,
a portion of the stamps must have been kept for use in the north, it being
unnecessary to return the whole lot to Shanghai.

Quite possibly the *August” in Mencarini’s report refers to the month
in which the stamps were sent to Peking, not the date of the issue. Or it
might even be the Chirese lunar “August”, i.e., the eighth month, corres-
ponding to the Gregorian September-October. There is not the least proof
that the first issue actually came out in August either in Shanghai or in
Peking and Tientsin. From what we know for certain, the earliest date
that can be historically established is October 2nd, though the actual date
might have been earlier, a fact which we cannot take into consideration
without further evidence.

Therefore, be it resolved that October 2nd be adopted as the com-
memorative day for the birth of the Chinese postal service.
The above motlon initiated by M. D. Chow, F.R. P. S. L.
Seconded by Z. V. Yeames.
Passed by the Board of Committees.

AN ACCOUNT/éF THE ISSUE OF SPECIAL ENVELOPES
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE INAUGURATION
OF #UROPE-ASIA AIR-MAIL SERVICE.

No issue of "special envelopes was at first intended to commemorate
the first flight og mail-planes from Asia to Europe. Credit is due to Mr.
Shu Pe Ming fér having brought about this boon to colleetors of air-mail
stamps. I feel it but justified to place on record here of the story which
is yet unknown to the public. About a couple of months prior to the flight,
Mr. Shu and Mr. Shuang Ching, Director of the Europe-Asia  Aviation
Corporation, happened to be guests in a dinner party. In their conversa-
tion on the subject of the Europe-Asia air-mail service, Mr. Shu suggested
to the Director of the issue of special envelopes to commemorate the
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occasion, which besides bringirg an extra income to the Corporation and
mzking a splendid addition to the list of souvenirs for the public, would
help to advertise the name of the issuing company, and serve as a very
effective propaganda for the extension of the air-mail business. This sug-
gestion was endorsed by Mr. Shuang, who however entertained certain
doubt about the circulation. Mr. Shu in reply undertook te guarantee
the consumption of one thousand envelopes at the price of 10 cents eac
provided that they were nicely printed. A fortnight later, Mr. Shuang
preserted to Mr. Shu ten commemorative envelopes (as per Fig. A) with
the remarks that 1,500 envelopes had been printed and would be sold at
5 cents each. Thinking that these 1,500 envelopes should last some time,
Mr. Shu put in his order about ten days later, but was only sorry to find
that they had all been sold out-quite a long time before the first flight!
To meet the large number of orders received later another 1,500 envelopes
‘'were printed. There is a slight difference in shades between the two prints,
but no variety has been discovered so far.

On the front of these envelopes, a round embossed seal was to be
chopped. Through the ignorance of the printer, some of these chops were
erroneously put on the back. It was soon discovered by Mr. Shuang, who
1issued instructions to have this error rectified, and for those already done,
an additional impression was t¢ be put on the front. To accommodate
his superior, the lazy workman only rectified a few, a greater portion of
the erroneous ones being left untouched. Thus it results in three varieties,
first with seals on both sides, which is the rarest, second with only one
seal on the back, ard third with seal on the front-the most common ones.
On account of this error, a rarity has been brought into existence. The
above was verbally told to Mr, Shu by the Director; and is considered
absolutely reliable.

NEWS.

IN commemoration of the occasion of the
‘State’ Funeral of the late Gen. Tan Yen-kai,
former President of the Administrative Yuan of
the National Government, special chops were
stamped on all mail matter received or delivered
through the Post Offices on the 4th September,
1931. These chops were merely wood-cut, raade

~ locally by all Post Offices, after design supplied

by the Head Office. There are 10 such chops in

~ the Head Offices, in Shanghai, and one for every

branch office in this District, each of the latter
bearlng different numeral ﬁgure




4 CHINESE PHILATELIC Vol. .3

NEW postage stamps of the le., 2., 4., & 20c.
denominations bearing the portrait of President Sun
Yat-sen, printed by Messrs. de la Rue & Co. have
already arrived and it was intended to be put on sale
on 1st September, 1931. The first instalment of
stamps, 70 cases in all, was however sent to Pei-
ping partly for surcharge for use in Ki-Hei, Sin-
kiang and Yunnan, and will be distributed to all
the provinces therefrom. Most probably the same
kind of new stamps nrinted by the Printing Bureau at Peichihfang in Pei-

ping will be issued to the public at the same time.

Another news about the new portrait issue translated from The Sin
Wan Pao Sept. Tth (A Chinese news paper) is as follows:—

A large consignment of new postage stamps bearing the portrait of
‘President Sun Yat-sen, printed by Messrs. de lIa Rue & Co., England, arrived
in Shanghai end of last month. In his interview with the Postal Author-

ities on the subject, a local reporter was informed of the discovery of an
error in the design. Through carelessness on the part of the printing firm,
two white lines were found to have been added around the “white sun” in
the centre, the Party and National Emblem-not in accordance with the
original design. The error is going to be .rectified by the Government
Printing Bureau by overprinting, which is to cover up the two superfluous
white lines. This will cause cerfain delay, and it is very probable that the
date of issue will be postponed to some time after the National Festival,
10th October. At the same time de la Rue & Co. may have to re-cast the
steel plates with a new mould. |

BEING PUBLISHED

Catalogue for Chinese Postaeg Stamps, Treaty Ports
Locals, Shanghai, Post Cards & Envelopes.

Price: 60 cents (postage included)

Apply to

CHURCH CHU,
P. O. Box 444, Shanghai




