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THE

VISIONS OF HUNG-SIU-TSHUEN,

anp

ORIGIN OF THE KWANG-SI INSURRECTION.

1. GENEALOGY OF THE HUNG FAMILY.

Tax Hung family trace the pedigree of their ancestors back to
the time of the Sung dynasty, and the reign of the two Emperors
Hwui-tsung and Kin-tsung, about the beginning of the twelfth
century. These two Emperors were taken captive by the
northern barbarians, the people of Kin, and carried away to their
country. At this period one Hung-hau was Minister of State,
and actuated by feelings of duty and compassion, with but one
companion to share his dangers, he resolved to visit the Kin
country, in order to offer his services to his unfortunate master.
Exposed to the severe eold in those northern regions, and being
driven out without relief into the uninhabited forests, they soon
found that their provisions and clothing were, insufficient to keep
them both alive, upon which Hung’s companion magnanimously
proposed to sacrifice his own life in order to save Hung, and
gave him his own food and raiment, to enable him to continue
his wandering, while he himself was left to perish in the forest.
Hung was nevertheless soon reduced to extreme distress, and
had only the roots of wild herbs wherewith to support his life.
The Kin people were astonished to find him after some time
still alive, and permitted him to return to his native country.
Hung-ban had three sons, Hung-tsun, Hung-mai, and Hung-
kwah. The first of these was appointed Minister of State, as his
father had been; the two others were members of the Han-lin
college. Hung-tsun’s son Hung-Phub, also attained to this dis-
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tinetion, the highest literary rank in Chine, and at that time there
were more than eighty individuals of the Hung family at the
Imperial court. _FromHung-Phuh to Hung-Nien-kiu-lang were
fifteen generations. The latter lived in the department of Chau-
chau in the eastern part of Kwang-tung province, but baving to

ffer insultand fre f his ives, he removed
farther north, to Kia-jing-chan. His descendants afterwards
gradually spread in the province of Kwang-tung, and number at
the present time about twenty thousand individuals. Among
them there always have been found men of literary attainments
and renown.  From the above Hung-Nien-kiu-lang to Hung-
Kung were eleven generations. The latter bad four sons, Hung.
Jin-king, Hung-Jin-lun, Hun~Jin-shing, and Hung-Jin-wai, Of
these, Jin-lun and Jin-wui first removed to the district of Hwa-
hien, to the northward of the city of Canton, where they settled
as farmers, and afterwards brought their parents and brothers to
the same place. The descendants of Hung-Kung now amount to
about five hundred persons. From one of the above named four
brothers, Jin-lun, descends Hung-Siu-tshuen in the fourth ge-
neration, and from another brother Jin-wai, his friend Hung-Jin,
also in the fourth generation, from whom the statements com-
posing this narrative have been obtained,

In Chins, where the security of a family depends on the in-
fluence and number of its members. all descendants from one
ancestral head consider themselves nearly related, and as belong-
ing to one family, mutually bound to proteet and assist each

following pages, and Hung-Jin, the informant respecting hinm, are
in China cousidered as much more nearly related than persons
under similar cirourmstances in a western comntry would be.
Hung-Siu-tshuen's father, Hung-Jang, had three sons and to
daughters by his first wife of the Choo family; by his seoong
wife of the Li fumily, who is stil alive, he had no Iosme, . St
tshuen was the fourth of the children, and only a sister way
Jounger than himself. Sia-tabuen by his wife of the Lai funfly
has three children, the elder girl about ffteen, the younger aboc
ten, and a son five years of age. Several of Siu-tshuen's neasent
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ancestors were ly known and renowned for their integrity
of character, and attained a venerable old age. Hung-Jin-lun, his

’s father, was a man of remarkable benevolence,
‘who extended his care to all the members of the clan, and died at
ninety-six years of age. The son of Jin-lun attained an age of
more than ninety years, and Lis grandson, the grandfather of
Siv-tshuen, was above eighty when he died. Siu-tshuen’s father
was & venerable old man with a long beard, honest and straight-
forward, and was appointed by the clan to take charge of the
ancestral fields, the produce of which is the property of the
whole clan, and the spending of the revenue derived from which
is reserved for extraordinary occurrences, when the interest of
all is concerned. He was also appointed headman or elder of
Lis native village, in which capacity he had not ouly to settle
disputes among the inbabitants of his own village, but also to
arrange the terms of any agreement with the surrounding villages.
In China, where the distance to the district town, or nearest
mandarin office, is often very great, perhaps twenty or thirty
miles, and where a lawsit generally results in a mere spending
of large sums of money to the benefit of the mandarins and their
servants, the method of setling any disputes between themselves
by means of appointed, or generally acknowledged, headmen, s
in most instances resorted to, and very often war between the
different villages is resolved upon, carried on for months, and
peace finally concluded, without any interference on the side of
the mandarins, who at the psesent time have lost a great part of
their influence among the native population.

2. HUNG'S BIRTHPLACE AND CHILDHOOD.

Tax native place of Hung-Siu-tshuen is a small village in the
Hwa-hien district. Its distance from the city of Canton is about
thirty English miles, and the country in this direction forms an
extensive plain; it is covered with paddy fields, and interspersed
with numerous villages. The White-cloud Mountains near
Canton may upon a clear day be seen from thence. ~Siu-tshuen’s
ancestors having moved hither from Kia-jing-chau, and speaking.
the Kia-jing-chau dialect, their descendants, and all other Chinese,
who have moved down to settle in the southern part of the Kwang-
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tung province, are by the aborigines, or Punti people, known
under the name of Hakkas (Kheh-kia), or settlers. The Chinese
adhere strictly to the customs of their forefathers; they spend
their whole lives in an unceasing toil for procaring  bare support,
and seem by habit almost unable to appreciate those comforts of
life which are deemed indispensable by western nations. In
such a Hakka village, we only find what is useful and necessary,
without any thought of comfort or luxury. A description of the
native village of Siu-tshuen may serve as a pattern for numerous
others. The front part of the houses faces the south to admit
the light, and to receive the refreshing south-west breeze during
the summer months, and also to avoid the cold north wind
during the winter seaton. Upon cntering through the front
door, there is an open space about ten or twelve feet square, on
the sides of which are the cooking and bathing rooms, and right
opposite the door is the large room or hall of the house, which is
quite open in front, to admit the light and air. On both sides
are private apartments of the several branches of the family, who
Possess one common room for assembling in. The houses
consist of only one story; the ground is made hard by a mixture
of moistened sand and lime. being beaten quite smooth on the
surface; the walls are made of the same materials, but with a
greater proportion of clay. The roof is simply formed by spars
and laths, upon which the tiles are thickly laid, first in rows with
the concave side upwards, and above them a second row with
the concave side downwards, by which means the water is kept
from penetrating into the house below.

The whole population of Hung's native village only amounts
to about four hundred people, the most part of whom belong to
the Hung family. There are only half-a-dozen houses in the
front, but behind are two other rows of houses with narrow lanes
leading to them, and in the third row on the west side we find
the humble dwelling of Hung's parents. Before the village in
front of the houses is a large pool of muddy water, where all the
dirt and refusc of the village is carried down by the rain, and
which forms a rich supply of water for manuring purposes, though
the smell thereof is offensive to Ppersons unaccustomed to Chi-
nese agricultural economy. ~ Upon the Joft hand from the village,
and on the side of this pool, is situated the schoolhouse, where
every boy may study the same Chinese classics as are studied
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everywhere and by every student in the whole country, with the
hope ultimately of rising from his present humble station to the
highest dignities in the Empire.

In this village, in the year 1813, Hung-Siu-tshuen was born,
and received upon his birth the name, * Brilliant fire ;" afterwards
upon attaining the age of manhood, another name was given him,
marking his relation to the Hung family; and subsequently he
himself adopted Siu-tshuen,  Elegant and Perfect,” as his literary
name. The two elder brothers of Siu-tshuen assisted their father
in cultivating their paddy-fields, and a few simple vegetables,
which supplied their principal nourishment. The family was in
a humble position, possessing only one or two buffaloes, besides
some pigs, dogs, and poultry, which are generally included in a
Chinese farming bli The young Siu-tsh soon
developed an extraordinary capacity for study, and was sent to
school when seven years of age. Tn the course of five or six years,
he had already committed to memory and studied the Four Books,
the Five Classics, the Koo-wun and the Hau-king ; afterwards he
read for himself the History of China, and the more extraordinary
books of Chinese literature, all of which he very easily under-
stood at the first perusal. He soon gained the favour of his
teachers as well as of his own family relations, who felt proud
of his talents, and surely hoped that he would in course of time
attain the degree of a Tsin-tzu, or even become a member of the
Han-lin college, from which the highest officers are selected by
the Emperor, and thus by his high station reflect a lustre upon
bis whole family. Several of his teachers would not receive any
pay for_instracting him, and though some of the schools he
visited Were at a great distance, and the circumstances of his
family nat very good, yet, in order that he might continue his
studies, they rejoiced to bring him provisions, and several of his re-
latives shared their clothing with him, for the same purpose. His
old father, in talking with his friends, was particalarly fond of
dwelling upo the subject of the talents of his youngest son. His
face brightened whenever he heard any one speak in his son's
praise, and this was inducement enough for him to invite the
speaker to the family hall, to partake of a cup of tea or a bowl of
vice, and quietly continue this his favourite topic of discourse.

When Siu-tshuen was about sixteen years of age, the poverty
of his family did not permit him to continue his studies, but like

1
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the other youths of the village, who were no students, he assisted
in the field labour, or led the oxen to graze upon the mountains,
 common occupation in China for those who, either by their age
or by their youth, are unable to perform heavy manual labour.
Still it was regretted by all, that Sin-tsliuen’s studies should thus
be discontinued ; and in the following year a friend of the same
age as himsclf invited him to become associated with him as 2
fellow-student for one year, hoping to derive benefit from a
companion of o much talent. After the expiration of this
period, his relatives and friends regretted that his talents should
be wasted upon mere manual labour in the fields, and they there-
fore engaged him s teacher in their own village, whereby an
opportunity was given him quietly to continue his literary
pursuits, and develop bis character, The yearly income of a
Chinese schoolmaster depends upon the number of boys who
attend his school. ‘The usual number is between ten and twenty ;
a smaller number than ten would be insufficient for his support,
and to more than twenty he could not give proper attention, as he
has to teach every boy separately, and hear him repeat his lessons
by heart, after he has committed them to memory. Every boy
i6 bound to supply his teacher with the following articles an-
nually:—Rice 501B, for extra provisions 300 cash, lamp-oil 1 catty
(1310), lard 1 catty, salt 1 catty, tea 1 catty, and, besides, a sum
of from 1} to 4 dollars, according to the age and ability of the
boy. In the district of Hwa-hien, the sehool studies are con-
tinued throughout the whole year, with only about one month's
intermission at the New Year. At this time the teacher’s engage-
‘ment terminates, a new engagement must be made, and a change
of teachers often follows.

3. HUNG'S LITERARY CAREER, SICKNESS,
AND VISIONS.
A an eatly period, when he was only about sixteen years of
age, Hung commenced to visit the public examinations at
Canton, with the hope to realize the high expectations entertain-
od in his family respecting his literary abilities. There are in
China four literary degrees, which can be attained by every one
who at the examination Jistinguishes himself by superior talent,
legan ion, and fine handwritil The first or lowest
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degree is called Siu-tshai, the second Keusjin, the third
Tsin-szu, and the fourth or highest Han-lin. In order to
attain to the first of these degrees, every student must pass
three different examinations, namely, first, the examination
of the District, called Hien-khau; then the examination
of the Department ealled the Fu-khau; and finally, the decisive
examination before the Imperial Examiner, called the Thau-
kbau. At the examination of the district, by the Magistrate of
Hwa-hien, there are collected about 500 students every time,
being all candidates aspiring to gain the first literary degree of
Siu-tshai. Every candidate must state his own name, and the
names of his ancestors during three previous generations, and
buidupmnnﬂcwidmoeoh‘nduhil&ﬁnria,ﬁ-th
really does belong to its jurisdiction, and is entitled to the right
of attending the examination. When the names have been duly
vegistered, every candidate receives a roll of white paper, marked
. with his number, upon which he has to write his essays. Upon
the first day two passages from the Four Books are selected as
themes for the esays, and on arbitrary theme for a piece of
poetry. _ Afterwards all these essays are examined, and arranged
secording to their merits. All the names of candidates are ar-
ranged acoordingly in ten circles, every circle containing fifty
mames. After an interval of three or four days, the same
process is repeated, until the candidates have been collect-
ed, and bave written their essays and pieces of poetry seven
different times—the three first times two essays and one verse,
but the last four times only one essay and one verse every day
Finally, he whose name during the course of the seven trials
stood highest upon the circle board, is selected as the head of
the District examinations. It is however often the case, that
upon the first and following trials, ys are thrown out as
too bad in composition and handwri ing, and the names left
out, s0 that the number decreases after every new trial, and
at the last trial only fifteen to twenty names remain upon the
board. The second examination in the city of the department
is very much like the first in the district town. At the third
examination, when the names of the graduates are selected
by the Imperial Examiner, all the candidates from all the District
towns of the Department sssemble together, and this time the
examination lasts only one day. A certain number of graduates
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is appointed, according to the population of the several districts,
from eight to twenty-four individuals from every district, making
in the fourteen Distriots of Canton above two hundred graduates.
‘Those appointed to the degree of Siu-tshai, must upon the fol-
lowing day stand a new trial, to ascertain if their talent be of a
real nature, and that no deception was practised upon the day of
the examination. The Siu-tshais of the different departments
afterwards repair to the provincial city, and in this province,
seventy-two of them are promoted to the second degree of Keu-
jin. The Keu-jins of the eighteen provinces in their turn,
Tepair to the capital of the Empire, and about one hundred and
twenty o thirty are promoted to the third degree of Tsin-szu.
All the Tsin-szus repair for further promotion to the Imperial
Palace, when, upon examination in the presence of the Emperor,
forty or fifty of their number are appointed Members of the
Han-lin College. All graduates are obliged regularly to attend
at future examinations, until they are sixty years of age, on pain
of losing their degree. -

Siu-tshuen’s name was always among the first upon the
board at the District Examinations, yet he never succeed-
ed in attaining the degree of Siu-tshal. In the year 1836,%
when he was twenty-three years of age, he again visited
Canton, to be present at the public examination. Just before
the office of the Superintendant of Finances, he found a man
dressed according to the custom of the Ming dynasty, in a
coat with wide sleeves, and his hair tied in a knot upon his head.
‘The man was unacquainted with the Chinese vernacular tongue,
and employed a native as interpreter. A number of people kept
gathering round the stranger, who used to tell them the fulfil-
ment of their wishes, even without waiting for a question from
their side. Siu-tshuen approached the man, intending to ask if
he should attain a literary degree, but the man prevented Lim
by saying,—“You will attain the highest rank, but do not he
grievod, for grief will made you sick, I congratulate your vir-
tuous father.” On the following day he sgain met with two men
in the Liung-tsang street.t One of these men had in his

® 1 may ales have besn soma time befors that period.

84 who had told him the fatare; but in all probability his memery was
which hewever wes very excusable, s seven years ked pamed botwoon his frst guteiag the
‘books and his studyiog their contenis caratully,
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possession a parcel of books consisting of nine small volames,
being a complete set of a work entitled “ Keuen shi leang yen,"

& or “Good words for exhorting the age;” the
Whole of which be gave Hung-Siu-tshuen, who, on his return from
the examination, brought them heme, and after a superficial
glance at their contents, placed them in his book-case, without
at the tinie considering them to be of any particular importance.
The following year, 1837, he again attended the public examin;
tion at the provincial city of Kwang-tung. In the commence.
ment his name was placed high upon the board, but afterwards
it was again put lower. Deeply grieved and discontented, he
was obliged once more to return home without his hopes being
realized, and at the same time feeling very ill, he engaged a sedan.
chair with two stout men, who carried him to his native village,
where he arrived on the first day of the third Chinese month
in a very feeble state, and was for some time confined to his bed.
During ‘this period he had a succession of dreams or visions,
He first saw a great number of people, bidding him welcome to
their number, and thought this dream was to signify that he
should soon die, and go into the presence of Yen-lo-wang, the
Chinese King of Hades. He therefore called his parents and
other relatives to assemble at his bedside, and addressed them in
the following terms :— My days are counted, and my life will
s00n be closed. O my parents | how badly have I returned the
favour of your love to me! I shall never attain a name that may
reflect its lustre upon you.” After he hud uttered these words,
during which time his two elder brothers bad supported him in a
sitting posture apon his bed, he shut his eyes and lost all strength
und command over his bady.  All present thought he was going
todie, aud his two brothers placed him quietly down upon the bex.
Siu-tshuen became for some time unconscious of what Wwas going
on around him; his outward senses were inactive, and his body
appeared as dead, lying upon the bed; but his soul was astey
upon by a peculiar energy, so that Le not only experienced things
of a very extraordindry nature, but afterwards also retained iy
memory what had occurred to him. At first when his eyes were
closed, he saw & dragon, a tiger, and a cock entering lis room,
and soon after he observed a great.number of men, playing upon
musical instruments, approaching with a beautiful sedan chair,
in which they invited him to be seated, and then carried hins
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away. Siu-tshuen felt greatly astonished at the honour and dis-
tinction bestowed upon him, and knew not what to think thereof.
‘They soon arrived at a beautiful and luminous place, where on both
sides were assembled a multitude of fine men and women, wlho
saluted liim with expressions of great joy. As he left the sedun,
an old woman took him down to a river and said,—“ Th:u dirty
man, why hast thou kept company with yonder people, and de-
filed thyvelf? 1 must now wash thee clean.”  Aftar the wasling
was performed, Siu-tshuen, in company with ber of old
virtuous aud venerable men, among whom he  remarked many of
the ancient sages, entered a large building where they opened
his body with a knife, took out his heart and other parts, and put
in their place others new aud of a red colour. Instantly when
this was done, the wound closed, and he could see no trace of
the iucision which had been made. Upon the walls surrounding
this place, Siu-tshuen remarked a number of Tablets with in-
scriptions exhorting to virtue, which he one by one examined.
Afterwards they entered another large hall the beauty and splen-
dour of which were beyond description. A man, venerable in
years, with golden beard and dressed in a black robe, was sitting.
in an imposing attitude upon the highest place. As soon as he
observed Siu-tshuen, he began to shed tears, and said,— All
human beings in the whole world are produced and sustained by
me; they eat my food and wear my clothing, bt not a single one
among them has u heart to remember and venerate me; what is
Lowever still worse thun that, they take of my gifts, and therewith
worship demons; they purposely rebel against me, and arouse
my anger. Do thou not imitate them.” Thereupon he gave Siu~
tshuen a sword, commanding himn to exterminate the demons, but
to spare Lis brothers and sisters; a seal by which he would over-
come the evil spirits; and alsoa yellow fruit to eat, which Siu-tshuen
found sweet to the taste. When he had received the ensigns of
royalty from the haud of the old man, he instantly commenced to
exhort those collected in the ball to return to their duties toward
the venerable old man upon the ligh seat. Some replied to his
exhortations, saying, “ We have indeed forgotten ourduties toward
the venerable.” Others said, “ Why should we venerate him ?
let us only be merry, and drink together with our friends.” Siu-
tshuen then, because of the hardness of their hearts, continued his
admouitions with tears. The old man said to Lim, « Take cour-
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ege and do the work; I will assist. thee in every diffculty.”
Shortly after this he turned to the assemblage of the old and vir~
tuous saying, “ Siu tshuen is competent to this charge;” and
thereupon he led Siu-tshuen out, told him to look down from
above, and said,  Behold the people upon this earth ! hundredfold
is the perverseness of their hearts.” Siu-tshuen looked and saw
such a degree of depravity and vice, that his eyes could not en.
dure the sight, nor his mouth express their deeds. He then
awoke from his trance, but still being under its influence, he felt
the very hairs of his head raise themselves, and suddenly, seized
by a violent anger, forgetting his feeble state, put on his clothes,
left his bedroom, went into the Ppresence of his father, and making
a low bow said, “ The venerable old man above bas command-
ed that all men shall turn to me, and all treasures shall flow to
me.”  When his father saw him come out, and heard him speak
in this manner, he did not know what to think, feeling at the
i The sickness and visions of Siu-
days, and in these visions he often
, whom be called his elder brother,
whe inatructed him how to act, accompanied him upon his wan-
derings to the uttermost regions in search of evil spirits, and as-
sisted him in slaying and exterminating them. = Siu-tshaen alon
heard the venerable old man with the black robe reprove Con-
fucius for having emitted in his books clearly to expound the
true doetrine. Confucius seemed much ashamed, and confessed
his guilt. Siu-tshuen, during his sickness, often, as his mind was
wandering, used to run about his room, leaping and fighting Jike
a soldier engaged in battle. His constant ery was, “Tsan jau,
tsan jau, tsan ab, ten &b,”— Slay the demons! slay the domins ]

they magicians, who by their secret urt should drive away
ovil spirits; but Siu-tshuen said, *How could these imps dary
tooppose me? I must slay them, I mustslay them! Many many
cannot resist me.” As in his imagination he puraued the De.
mons, they seemed to undergo various changes and transforma.
tions—one time flying as birds, and another time appearing as
lions. In cate he was not able to overcome them, pe held oy
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his seal against them, at the sight of which they immediately fled
away. He imagined himself pursuing them to the most remote
places under heaven, and every where he made war with and
destroyed them. Whenever he succeeded, he laughed joyfully
and said, “They can’t withstand me.” 'He also constantly used
to sing one passage of an old song,—The virtuous swain he
travels over rivers and seas; lLie saves many friends and he kilis
his enemies.” During his exhortations he often burst into tears,
saying,—“You have no hearts to venerate the old father, but you
are on good terms with the impish fiends; indeed, indeed, you
have no hearts, no conscience more.” Siu-tshuen’s two brothers
coustantly kept his door shut, and watched him, to prevent him
from running out of the house. After he had fatigued himself
by fighting; jumping about, singing, and exhorting, he lay down
again upon his bed. When he was asleep, many persons used
to come and look at him, and he was soon known in the whole
district as the madman. He often said, that he was duly ap-
pointed Emperor of China, and was bhighly gratified when any
one called him by that name;; but if any one called him mad, he
used to laugh at him and to reply, “You are indeed mad yourself,
and do you call me mad?” When men of bad character came to
see him, he often rebuked them and called them demons.  All the
day long he used to sing, weep, exhort, reprove by turns, and in
full earnest. During Lis sickness he composed the following
piece of poetry :—
My band now holds both in heaven and earth the power to punish and kill—

To siay the depraved, and spare tho upright ; to Teliove the people’s distress.
My eyes survey from the North to the South beyond the rivers and mountains ;

My voice is heard from the East to the West to the tracts of the sun and the moon.
‘The Dragon expands his claws, as if the road in the clouds were to0 narrow ;

And when he asconds, why should ho fear the boat of the milky way |
Then tempest and thunder as music attend, and the foaming wavos ave excited,

‘The flying Dragon the Yik-king describes, dwells surely in Heaven above.
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One moming very early when . Siu-tshuen was about to leave
his bed, he heard the birds of the spring singing in the trees
which surrounded the viliage, and instantly he recited the follow-
ing Ode :—

The Birds in their flight all turn to the light,
In this resembling me ;.
For I'm now a King, and every thing
At will to do I'm frec.
/As tho sux to the sight, my body shines hright—
ities are gone ;
The high Dragon and the Tiger band
Are helping me each one.

-
¥
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Sia-tshuen's relatives asked the advice of several physicians;
who tried to cure his_disease by the aid of medicines, but without
success. One day bis father noticed a slip of paper put into a
crack of the doorpost, upon which were written the follow-
ing characters in red— K I f; 3 H F & “The noble
principles of the heavenly King, the Sovereign King Teluen,”
He took the paper and shewed it to the other members of the
family, who however could not understand the meaning of the
seven characters. From this time Siu-tshuen gradually regained
his bealth. Many of his friends and relatives now visiteq hiim,
desirous to hear from Lis own mouth what he had experienced
during his disease, and Siu-tshuen related to them without re-
serve all that he could remember of his extraordinary visions.
Hia friends and relatives only replicd, that the whole was very
strange indeed, without thinking at the time that there ws any
réality in the matter.
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4. SIU-TSHUEN'S CHANGE—READING OF THE
TRACTS—BAPTISM.

‘WitH the return of health, Siu-tshuen’s whole person became
gradually changed both in character and s
careful in his conduct, friendly and open in his demeanour, his
body increased in height and size, his pace became firm and im-
posing, his views enlarged and liberal. His friend describes him
as being, at a later period, a rather tall man, with oval face and
fair complexion, high nose, small round ears, his eyes large snd
bright, his look piercing and difficult to endure, his voice clear
and sonorous—when laughing, the whole house resounded ; his
bair black, his beard long and sandy, his strength of body extra-
ordinary, his power of understanding rare. Persons of vicious
babits fled from his presence, but the honest sought his company.
He now again attended the public examination at Canton, and
was also, as before, several years engaged as teacher ofa school
about eight miles from his native place. Asa schoolmaster he
was rather severe, and kept his pupils in strict order; he was
however very friendly to those whose character he approved of,
and in dential ion he ionally disclosed the
thoughts of his heart, whereby it was evident, that the impres-
sion which his former sickness and visions had made upon his
mind had not been effaced.

In the year 1843, he had a school in a village called “ Water-
lily,” about ten miles from his native place, being engaged ss
teacher by the Li family. In the 5th month, his cousin Li,
whilst looking into his bookease, happened to take out from
among liis books the work entitled “Good Words for exhorting
the Age,” and asked Siu-tshuen what these books contained.
Siu-tshuen answered, that he did not know their coatents; that
the books had been presented to him when he once attended the
examination at Canton. Li asked his permission to take the
books home and read them at his Jeisure, which Siu-tshuen rea~
dily granted.

‘Wihilst the cousin of Siu-tshuen is looking over the nine little
volumes of “Good Words for exhorting the Age,” which were
destined to exercise a great influence upon Siu-tshuen’s mind
and actions, it may not be out of the way for us also to have a
glancé at their contents. The author of the “ Keucn she leang
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yen,” or ““Good Words exhorting the Age,” calls himself  Hioh-
shen,” or “Student of Virtue.” The name however by which he
commonly called is Liang Afah, known as one of Dr Milne’s
Chinese converts. Whilst he was engaged at Malacca as a type-
cutter, he had dsily opportanities to hear Dr Milne cxpound the
Seriptures, by means of which his heart was gained to the service
of the true God by faith in Jesus Christ. In desenlnng his own
also several between
himself and Dr Mllne whose explanation of the merits of Christ
and the rite of baptism deserve particular notice. Liang says,—
“Upon every Sabbath day, when no work was performed, I used to read
the Holy Soriptures. If I did not understand a passage, I went to ask Dr
e, who was very willing to explain the meaning to me. I therefore
ssked Dr Milne about the atonement of Christ, and how He could vave men.
Dr Milne said that all the men of the world had left the worship of the only
tras God, and fallen into idolatry ; had transgressed the righteous law of
God, and deserved oternal damnation. But God, the Creator of all men, not
ing to destroy the whole race, according o his great mercy, caused his

of the Virgin. Jesus taught men to know and worship the one Lord and
Creator of the universe, and to desist from idolatry. He taught men the
value of their never-dying souls, and the importance of preparing for a ftare
Jjadgment; that ke came into the world to suffer and die in order to atone
for the sins of men; that every ono who now believes in the atonement of
Jesus and is baptised, may reosive the forgivencss of all sins and be saved ;
» will suffer the eteraal puni

Liang therenpon asked Dr Milne the meaning of Baptism.
Dr Milne said,—

«The rite of Baptism consists in sprinkling a Little pure water upon the
head or the bedy of a person. The inuer or spiritual meaning of it is to
wash & person clean from the pollution of his sins, that by the Holy Spirit
his beart may be eh.md und cause him from the time of his having been
hpt-ud 10 love the good and hate the evil, to change his former life, and
mew man.” . . .

Lung. upon retiring to I-u little room, thought in himeelf, «I
am a sinner; if I do not rely upon the atoning merits of Jesus,
how can I pray to God freely to forgive my sins?” . . . Liang
then made up his mind to become a Christian, and applied for
baptism. Dr Milne said,—

“If you with all your heart repent of your sins, belicve in the Lord Jesus
Christ, and act according to his doctrine; if you have resolved not to worship
any idols, but only to adore the great Lord and Creator of the Universe; and
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to desist from uli depr
admitted to baptism, but ne

Liang-Afah then declared himself quite willing to act accord-
ing to the instruction of Dr Milne, and was baptized by him. He
describes the ceremony of his own baptism in the following way :
—Dr Milue having again asked him several questions, read
some verses of the Seriptures, and exphined their meaning. He
then kneeled with Liang in prayer, imploring the grace and
mercy of God. Tlhe prayer being concluded, he took a little pure
water with his band, and applied it to Liang’s head. This
ccremony was followed by another prayer, and the convert asked
Dr_Miloe what special mark those had who believed in Jesus.
Dr Milne said,—* The special mark of true believers is—to do
good with all their heart.”  Liang then returned to his little room,
and as he sat there alone, musing upon what had taken place, he
felt a secret joy in his heart, because he had received the pardon of
God for all his great sins. He then took the name of * Student
of Virtue,” and continuing in prayer and the reading of the Holy
Seriptures, gradually experienced a change of mind and heart.
He not only desisted from evil practices, but even evil thoughts
after some time became less frequent. He not only himself
abandoned the worship of idols, but he pitied the stupidity of
others who e d therein, and desired to exhort them to
throw away the idols, repent of their sins, and worship the only
true God. ‘Two years afterwards, in the year 1819, he re-
turned to China, and having instructed his wife, and finding her
willing to reccive the religion of Jesus, he acted according to
circumstances and baptized Lier. Subsequently he and his wife
took their infant son tp Dr Morrison, requesting baptism for him
also. In the course of a few years, Dr Morrison, finding Liong
sincere in bis desire to propagate the gospel among his country-
men, ordained him to the office of Evangelist, and gave him the
right hand of fellowship, telling him to make known the religion
of Jesus far and wide. According to a report from Dr Morrison,
dated September 4th, 1832, Liang-Afah had, during the ourse of
that year, printed nine Tracts of about fifty pages each, composed
by himself, and interspersed with passages of Sacred Seripture.
‘They were revised by Dr Morrison in manuseript, and afterwards
printed at Malacea. - The general title is *Keuen-shi-liang-yen,”
or % Good Words exhorting the Age.”*

* The nine volumos havs often boen bound up aa fouz.

Lieaness, deceit, and lyi

,—then you may be
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These books contain a good number of whole cliapters of the
Bible according to the translation of Dr Morrison, many essays
upon important subjects from single texts, and sundry miscella-
neous statements founded on Seripture. Subjoined is a Table
of the Contents of the whole work :—

‘Volume L is entitled “ A trae acoount of the salvation of mankind.”
Section 1, A paraphrastic version of the lat chapter of Genesis.
» 2, An exposure of the idolatry of China.
w 38, Tho lst chapter of Isaiah.
l, The 5th, 6th, and 7th chapters of Matthew.
Volume 11 Il mmled “ Follow the truc and ujwt the false.”

M w  onseeking to fm iar spirits and wisards
—founded on Tsaiah viii.
On n.,-.-.-mn_tm.nu on John i1
Volume 11, A"collcion of o
ion 1, On the holy truths contained iu the true Soriptures.
» 2, On redemption by Christ,
» 3, The 19th Pealm, and Pealm xxxili, 4-22,
» 4, Teaiah xlv. 521,
» 5 Genesis chapter i.
» & Ou the Grstar of al.
, On original righteousness.
Volume 17, e sattled « Miscellaneous explanations of the Holy Scriptures.”
Section 1, A discourse on Jobn vi. 27, *Labour mot for the
meat that perisheth
» 2, Do.on Rom. ii. 2,  Wherein thoa Judgest another,
thou condemneat thy
- 8 'Do. Eccles. 11, % Al u vanity aad vexstion of

wsia 'n.. Flood—founded on Genesis vi. and vii.
Volume V. i the Scriptures.”
Section 1,  What shall it profit a man to gain the whole world
and lose his own soul?* Math. xvi. 26.
» 2 “We must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ” 8 Cor.v. 10.
» 3 “God o loved the world,” &c. Johu
w4 “He that eonlesen and fosakes bi sin hat o
mercy.” 1 John
n 8, “Recsive with mu.knsllhun[nluﬂ word,” James

with the Lord as a thousand years”

w7 “Géd dwelleth not in temples made with bande.”
Aocts xvil. 24.
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Section 8, “ Whom the Lord loveth le chasteneth.” Heb. xii

6, 7.
9, “The kingdom of God is not in wogd, bat in power."
Cor. iv. 20. -
10, “ What advantageth it me, if the dewd rism mat 3

Cor. xv. 82.
11, “ Heaven and earth siall pass away, bat my word
pass away.” Matth, xxiv. 85.

13, “Take no thought saying what ahall we cat.” Matth,
vi. 81,
14, « Whosoerer shall eall upon the Lord shall be sved.”
x18.

13, « !ql - P'uﬁnr-n.hz God, who trieth our heart.”
1T
lu Pmpmue of Bon. xi

Ia. Desteuction of Sodom and Gomorrah,
19, Paraphrase of the 5th Chapter of James.

This whole volume is a collection of short sermons on the

above texts.

Volume VL. is entitled « A perfect acquaintance with the trae doetrine.”
Seetion 1, The 56th chapter of lsaiah.

Volume VII.

Seoti

2, The 6th ehapter of the Ephesians.
8, Contains Lisng.Afals autobiography—a shert ex-
tract of which has already been preseated to the
orr

read
4, On suffering reproach for Christ's sake.
preface.

5, Acts xxii., with a shert
61 rm chapters i. and

"

, Revelations
sattod 5 “On obtainiog uppiness whether in peses or in

ion 1, A gl on Acts xiv. 92,
»  -on Matth, xviji. 6.

w om
4,1 Cor. chapters i. and i,
5 . chapter xiii,
6 1 Johu chap. iv
7, On the exemption frem all calamity and pessession
of all good, obtained by the virtuous in the werld
mmm
the misery of those who reject the Gospel.

Volume VIIL. is nmu-d “Excellent g from the true Scriptares.”

ion 1, Jeremiali xxi
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Section 3, A discourse on | Thess. v m.
» 8 on 2 Peter
" b on on 1 Jaba i 5aad 6, Thin sloss oo

cupies 28 pages.

» 5 Genesis chapter iv.

6, A discourse on 1 Peter iv. 17.
Volume 1., it enuud “Importaat selections from the aacient Serip-
tures.”

Section 1, Aots xix.
» 2 Ephesians vi,

a . 13—a sermon.
» 5, Sermon on 1 Tim. vi. 6.
» 6 o, onlTim.i 15

7, Commentary on Colossians chap. iii,
8, A refutation of various errors.
w9 On the Day of Judgment.

Siu-tshuen’s cousin Li, after having read the books, returned
them to him, and said that their contents were very extraordinary,
and differed greatly from Chinese books. Siu-tshuen then took
the books and commenced reading them closely and carefully. -He
was greatly astonished to find in these books the key to his own
visions, which’ he bad had during his sickness six years before; he
found their contents to correspond in a remarkable manner with
what he had seen and heard at that time. He now understood
the venerable old one who sat upon the highest place and whom
all men ought to worship, to be God the heavenly Father; and the
man of middle age, who had instructed him and assisted him in
exterminating the demons, to be Jesus the Saviour of the world.
‘The demons were the idols, his brothers and sisters were the
men in the world. Siu-tshuen felt as if awaking from a long
dream. He rejoiced to have found in reality a way to heaven,
and sure hope of everlasting life and bappiness. Learning from
the book the necessity of being baptized, Siu-tshuen and Li now,
-mdlng to the manner described in the books, and as far as
they the rite, inis baptism to
They prayed to God, and promised not to worship evil spirits,
not to practise evil things, but to keep the heavenly commands;
they then poured water upon their heads, saying, * Purification
from all former sins, putting off the old, and regeneration.”
‘When this was done, they felt their hearts overflowing with joy,
and Siu-tshuen composed the following Ode npon repentance :—
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Let not your hearis be led by worldly castom
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They thereupon cast away their idols, and removed the tablet
of. Confucius, which is generally found in the schools, and wor-
shiped by the teacher as well as by the pupils.

5. FURTHER STUDY OF THE TRACTS—PREACHING—
AND ADVERSITIES.

Ox the tenth day of the sixth month, Siu-tshuen returned from
Water-lily, and first. visited a friend named P'hang, in whose
village he had several years been engaged as teacher, Siu-
tshuen’s heart was full of his new discovery ; he spoke with such
a flow of language about his visions, and the books received from
heaven, that his friend Phang really thought he had got a new
aitack of his former sickhiess, and ordered a trustworthy man to
see lm home in safety. During their walk of about eight miles,
Siu-tskuen spoke about the folly and sinfulness of idolatry, and
about the duty of worshipping the true God. His companion
listened for a while, and then said, “ Why—all that you say is
only the truth. Mr Phang told me that your mind was again
deranged, and requested me to sec you home, lest yon might upon
your way fall into the water and be drowned.” Upon his return
home, Siu-tshuen soon converted to his views two intimate
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friends, named Fang Yun-san and Hung-Jin. He first baptized
them in a school, where Fung Yun-san was teacher; but
afterwards they all three went down to a rivalet in the neigh-
bourhood, to have a complete cleansing. Siu-tshuen thereupon
removed the idols from the school-rooms of his two converts,
and composed the following Ode to awaken the minds of
men:—

Besides the God of Heaven there is no other God ;

‘Why do the foolish men take falsehood o be truth |

Since their primeval lieart is altogother lost,

How can thoy now cscape defilement from the dust !
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Hung-Jin wrote a reply according to the Chinese manner,
finishing with the same words,—
'The mighty heavenly Father, He is the one true God.
ldohmm.ﬁn{wwd,nmuld-dfmmlh-dod.

We trust that Josus came, to save us who were inst,
That we may soou escape defilement from the dust.
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‘While at home, Siu-tshuen and his two friends attentively
studied the books, which Siu-tshuen found to correspond in a
striking manner with his former visions ; and this remarkable
coincidence convinced him fully as to their truth, and that he was
appointed by God to restore the world, that is, China, to the
worship of the true God,—

*These books,” said he, “are certainly sent purposely by heaven to me,
to conirm the truth of my former experiences; if I had received the books
without baving gone through the sickness, I should not huve dared to
believe in thers, and on my own account to oppose the customs of the whole
world; if I had merely been sick but not also received the baoks, I should
have had o farther ovidence as (o the truth of my visions, which might
2180 have been considered as mere productions of a diseased imagination.

“
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‘Then be raised his voice, and spoke in a bold manner,—

1 have received the immediate ...-uu.-a.n-u-;-—-,m
will of Heaven rests with me. Althoogh thersby I should meet with
mity, diffioulties, and sufferiog, yet I am resolved toact. ly“qh.lha
heavenly command, 1 weuld euly rouse the anger of God; and are not

these books the foundatien of all the true dootrines costained in other
l..o«.r-

Under this conviction, Siu-tshuen, when preaching the new
doctrine to others, made use of his ewn visions and the books, as
reciprocally evidencing the truth of each other. He revered
the books highly, and if any ot wished to read them, be urgently
told them not to alter or mark them in any manner, “because,”
md lu, “it is written therein (Ps. 33-4) Jehovah’s word is cor-

One day he visited a Siu-tshai of the nnmuol ‘Woan, with whom
he spoke about the books, and the doctrine they contained.
‘Wun would not believe his statements, and said, “ Give me the
books, and I will correct them for you, aud bring you back from
your errors.” These words greatly offended Siu-tshuen, and
though the Siu-tshai had killed a fowl for his entertainment, he
left the house without partaking of it.

The books contained many portions of the Holy Seriptures
which, though translated certainly in a faithful manner, yet had
0 much of foreign idiom, and were 80 often without any intra-
duction and comments, that Siu-tshuen and his friends, left
wholly to themselves, of course made many mistakes as to the
real meaning. They found for instance in these chapters many
pronouns, 1, we, you, he,” and so on, introduced. These they
were at a loss how to apply, and when they asked Siu-tshuen
to whom these pronouns referred, he Lept silence, but his
friends clearly understood that he often -pphed the proneun
“you” or “he” to himself when the meani uited bis views,
as he considered the whole of these Irlcl‘ specially written for
him and given him from heaven. Often when he observed the
word Tshuen 2 (whole, all, complete) he thought his own
name was referred to. He liked exceedingly the 19th and
33d Pealms, which be and Hung-Jin used to recite in a
loud voice, The third verse he would understand, * Their veice
is gone out to the whole world (country of Tskuen;”) the ninth
and tenth verses he would read, instead of “altogether righteous,”
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© Tshuen is righteous, more to be desired than gold.” The
twelfth verse again he would read, “ Who can understand, so as
Tkuen, his errors,” and 80 on.

Reading the deseription of the flood, the destruction of Sodom,
and the judgment, they were filled with awe, not knowing if
perhaps these dreadful calamities were still to be expected.
Particularly Siu-tshuen commenced to be very careful in his
conduct, and evinced a great deal of earnestness and sincerity
in his addresses to others. From these tracts he learned,
that virtuous men from the West, by the command of God and
censtrained by the love of Him, had travelled to the province of
Kwang-tung, not fearing the dangers of a sea-voyage of several
myriads of miles, in order to preach the gospel in China; that
they had gone to the expense of several myriads of cash in order
to study the Chinese language, and afterwards translate the Holy
Seriptures into Chinese; that their sole object was to save the
Chinese people from the sinful practice of idolatry, that they
might obtain forgiveness of sins and life everlasting. . . .
He further read,— ’

1t ia therefore higbly delnlbk that the man (o men) of the great and

Middle Kingdom who sees these books should not vainly boast of
hia own country being the l-nl of true principl ropriaty and fise
Titerature, but with & humble mind put aside bis own prejudioes, and the
thought of from what country they are derived, and consider that the God
of Heaven created us to be men, and every one who is a man ought to know
the saving doctrines of the Holy Seriptures.”

Soon after the above statement, it is said (from 1 Cor. i.),—

«8ee to your calling, that among you are not many wise after the fesh,
nst many mighty or noble; but that God hath chosen the foolish to con-
found the wise, the weak the mighty, the b be the
world, and which are nothing, to bring to naught thoss that are.”

In the Chinese language, it is often impossible to know if a
word is to be taken in the singular or plural number; it is
therefore easy to conceive how Siu-tshuen could apply to himself
personally such expressions as really referred to all persons or
Christians.

On the 15th of the unh month, he returned to his school
in Waterlily, and upon ng he directed Hung-Jin to
stady the doctrine uunnnly and preach the same to Siu-tshuen's
and his own family and’ relatives. Siu-tshuen’s parents and
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6. SIU-TSHUEN AND YUN-SAN LEAVE THEIR HOME
AND VISIT THE MIAU-TSZE TRIBES—SUCCESS OF
THEIR PREACHING IN KWANG-SL

In the year 1844, during the first month, the elders of Hung's

mative village mads & long procsssion with lanterns, according to

Chinese custom, at * the Feast of Lanterns,” which is an occasion

of great mirth and pomp. They called Siu-tshuen and Hung-

jin, knowing them to possess poetical talent, and requested them
to write some somgs or odes, praising the merits of the idols.

Ndﬁnwmhn,'hinhnlharlrrihkdthoold

men, who new themeelves wrots a stanza in order to reprove the

young men for their obstinacy in not complying with their re-

Quest, thinking their conduct to be the result of evil instigations

of other young men ; their words were,—
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Sin-tshuen wrote back the following verses in reply :—

Afer exchanging a few more verses, the matter terminated in
a friendly way. The elders were obliged to acknowledge that
Siu-tahnen and Hung-Jin were in the right, but afraid of the
public opinion, they dared not to avow their convietion. From
that time, however, they never asked the assistance of the younger
Hungs in their idolatrous practices.

As Sia-tshuen and his few followers had renounced idolatry,
and removed the tablet of Confucius from their school-rooms,
they were in the present year left without employment. Being
at the same time very poor, they formed the plan to leave their
native place, influenced by the words of Seriptare, “ A prophet
is not without honour, save in his own country, and in his own
house” They resolved to travel ta another province, to visit
the villages and towns as ink and pencil-venders, and to preach
the true doctrine, while they hoped to support themselves by the
small profits of their sales. Siu-tshuen knew that Hung-Jin had
been beaten by his elder brother, and had still to suffer much
derision for having abandoned idolatry, and wished to take him,
though nine years yonnger than himself, as a companion upon
the way. The relatives of Hung-Jin would however not allow
his departure, he being then only twenty-two years of age. Siu-
tshuen, Yun-san, and two other friends, then left their native
villages, intending to visit the independent tribes of Minu-taze,
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" They soon came to the district of ¢ Clear-far,” where they con-
verted several members of the Li family to the new dml.rine, and

Clear-far for several years, and baptized during that period from
fifty to sixty individuals. Siu-tshuen and his friends continned
their journey, everywhere preachiug the new doctrine, teaching
men to worship the one God Jeliovah, who sent lis Son to atone
for the sine of the world, aud in every placo they found some
willing to accept their words. In the third month they reached
the borders of the Miau-tsze tribes. The two other friends
haviog already got tired of journeying and returned to Huwa.
hien, Siu-tshuen and Yun-san continued their wanderings alone
among the wild tracts and desolate mountains of the Miau-teze.
After four days they were fortunate enough to fall in with 5
Chinese achoalthaster, of the surname Kiang, who kepta Chinese
school among the independent tribes. He entertained them in
a liberul manner, and believed in the doctrine which they made
known to him. But as they were totally unacquainted with the
vernacular of the Miau-tsze, they only left with him a few written
tracts for distribution among the people. They again left the
house of Kiang, who gave them a little money to enable them
to continue their journey, and now Ppurposed to visit some of
Siu-tshuen's relatives in Kwang-si; but neither of them was
scquainted with the way. They found very few villages, only
uow and then & tea-shed, where they could geta few sugurccahey
and tea to mitigate their hunger. Finally, after twenty days'
fatiguing walk over steep and rugged mountains, they arrived at
“Valley-home” where Siu-tshuen’s cousin Wang lived; and now
they returned thanks to God, who had protected them during
their perilous journey from all kinds of dangers.

In the 5th month they arrived at the house of Wang. Here
they met with two relatives of the Hung clan, who the year be-
fore had visited Hwa-hien, and been baptized by Siu-tshuen.
Wang informed Siu-tshuen that bis son Wang-ngi bad been put
in prison, upon a false accusation by n third party, and asked his
advice and ussistance in the matter. But Siu-tshuen and Yun-
the first place taught them to worship God and believe in
Jesus, and spoke with such force of persuasion apd elogquence,
that the hearers not only accopted the truth,.but werc inclined
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to believe that Siu-tshuen and Yun-san had come down from
heaven, to preach the true doctrine to them. Above one hundred
individuals received baptism. Siu-tshuen now also tried his in-
fluence on behalf of the son of his cousin, and wrete a petition
to the officials. In less than a fortnight, the young man was
released from prison and restored to his family. The conse-
quence of this was, that many more belicved in the truth of the
doctrine taught by Siu-tshuen, and the young Wang-ngi be-
came a zealous follower. Having remained in the house of
‘Wang until the tenth month, Siu-tshuen at last thought of the
difficulty for his cousin to support so many guests. He there-
fore ordered Yun-san and two others of the Hung family to
return to Kwang-tung, while he himself purpased to remain for
some time longer. The two relatives accordingly returned to
‘Hwa-hien, but Fung-Yun-san, whose mind was wholly bent upon
preaching, curing the way resolved not to return, but to remain
in Kwang-si. In the neighbourhood of Tsin-chau he met with
some workmen whom he knew; and accompanied them to
“ Thistle-mount,” where he assisted them in their work to carr

earth. At the same time he preached to them the truth, and
exhorted them to abstain from idolatry, to worship the only true
God, and believe in Jesus, whereby they would gain the ever-
lasting happiness of heaven. About ten of the workmen took
his words to their hearts, and informed their employer Taen
about the arrival of Yun-san, stating that he was an honest man,
of extraordinary talents. ‘Tsen, after speaking with Yun-san, and
asking some questions relative to his former life and occupation,
engaged him as teacher in his school, and was soon after himself
baptized by him, Yun-san remained in the neighbourhood of
Thistle-mount several years, and preached with great zeal and
success, so that a large number of persons, whole families of
various surnames and clans, were baptized. They formed con-
gregations among themselves, gathering together for religious
worship, and became 800n extensively known under the name of

“The congregration of the worshippers of God,” (|- 75+ )
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7. SIU-TSHUEN'S LETURN HOME-—HE AND HUNG-JIN
VISIT CANTON — SECOND TOUR TO KWANG-SI
— INCREASE OF THE CONGREGATION — FORM
OF WORSHIP, BAPTISM. &c. — DESTRUCTION OF
1DOLS — YUN-SAN'S IMPRISONMENT—RETURN TO
KWANG-SL.
Siu-TsuuE in the meantime supposed that Yun-san together
with the two friends of the Hung family ad returned to Kwang-
tung, and after having remained anotier month with his consin
Wang, he also returned to Hwa-hien, where he hoped to find
Yun-san.  His disappointment was very great when he learned
that he had not recurned, and he had great difficulty to appease
the minds of his friecd’s mother and wife, who surely expected
to liear from Siu-tshuen some certain news about him, and were
highly displeased that he, who had «aken Yun-san as a companion
upon so perilous a journey, had returned without b s, and even
without any knowledge of his present circumstances.

The two following years, 1845 and 1846, Siu-tshuen remained
at home, and was teacher of a sciool as formerly. During this
time he wrote several essaye, discourses, and odes upon e
subjects, viz: “ An Ode of the Hundred Correct Things,” ** An
Essay on the Origin of Virtue for the awakening of the Age.”
“ Further Exhortations for awakening of the Age,” * Alter the
corrupt and turn to the correet;” to all of which he, however,
afterwards made considerable additions, and most of which are
contained in the * Imperial declaration of Thai-phing,” after-
wards printed at Nanking.

Siu-tshuen continued to preach in his native village and its
neighbourhood, and to haptize those who professed to believe i
the doctrine of God and Jesus. He often met with Hung-Jin,
who was still a teacher in Clear-far, and who out of weakness had
been induced to follow the advice of some friends and permit the
schoolboys to venerate Confucius, though he did not do it him.
self. Siv-tehuen disclosed to him the secret thougbts of his
heart, and his hatred sgainst the Manchoo people, saying,—

“God has divided the kingdoms of the world, and made’ the Ocean to be
# boundary for them, just as a father Tvides his entates among his sone;
every one of whom ought to reverence the will of his futher, and quietly
mianage bis own property. Why should now these Manct.oou forcibly enter
China, and rob their brothers of their estate >

s
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At a later period he suid,—
“1f God will help me to recover our estate, I onght to teach all nations
t0 hold every ane its own powessions, without i ln_vunn! o robbing one an-
otier; we will rue wisdom
10 each other, and receive ench other mpmq and politeness ; we will
serve together one common heavenly Father, and honour together the doc-
ines of one common heavenly brother, the Saviour of the world; this has
been the wish of my heart since the time when my soul was taken up to
heaven.”

Abort this time he had a dream that a red sun was put into his
hand; and when he awoke, he made the following verses : —
Now that five hundred years iave passed®
The trae sun moves in sight ;
And how should these poor glow-worma dar=
To rival it in light 1

The North and South, the East and West,
To it their homage pay,
And hosts of the barbarian tribes

And sclely its pure brilliant rays
Liluminate the world.
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In the latter part of the year 1846, a person of the name Moo,
upon his return from Canton, informed the Hungs in Hwa-hien,
that a foreign Missionary Lo-hau (Roberts) was preaching the
true doctrine in that city. As, however, both Siu-tshuen and

* Meacius, who “1n the
e f e bundrd yees o King wil i, mtn of nlrrl (e FiesChoe g
oo, the founder of the Ming dynasty, until now, it i just about fve hundred
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Hung-Jin were engaged with tenching in their schools, they
could not at that time visit Canton, but in the year follawing,
they made up their minds to go there. In the meantime C'wo-
thau-hing, the first assistant of the Rev. I J. Roberts had been
informed by the above-named Moo about Siu-tshuen’s former
expeiiences, and wrote a letter to the latter of about the follow-
ing contents:—

“ Having heard from Moo-li-pau that you, hououred brother, about ten
yoars ago received a book, the conteuts of which agree with the doctrine
presched ia our chapel here, we the Missionary and the brethren will re-
Joica if you would come hither and assist us by preaching in the chapel,®
Thia is our sincers wish.”

Upon recaipt of the above letter, Siu-tshuen aud Hung-Jit
went to Canton, to study the doetrine with Mr Roberts. ‘They
were received in a frienaly manner, and soon after met with other
Miasionaries, who also were glad to see them. Having con-
tinued their studies about a month, Mr Roberts seut two of his
Chinese ussistants, Choo and Tsen, with the Hungs to their
place. Here they preached a few days aud then returned
to Canton, bue Hung-Jin, who was well aware that two other
assistants of the nume Wang, also engaged by Mr Roberts, were
makiug intrigues to prevent new brethren from being employed,
for feur of losing their own situations, did not again go to Canton,
but remained at home and studied medicine.  Siu-tshuen again
went to Canton in the company of the two assistants of- the
foreign Missionary, and continued his studies for some time,
The two assistunts, Wang-ai aud Wang-khien, probably fearing
that Siu-tshuen, with his superior talent, would also after his
baptism be employed by Mr Roberts, and they themselves lose
their position, now planned an intriguc to get rid of him, and
prevent his being baptized, in which they succeeded. Protond.
ing to be interested in is welfare, they advised him to speak to
Mr Roberis befcre bis baptism, and get the promise from lim of
a certain sum of money per month for his support, whereby e
would be enabled to continue his studies, and remain in Canton,
after he had received baptism. Siu-tsbuen being very poor,
considered their advice reasonable, and acted thereupon.” Upon
his arrival at Canton, he had frankly and openly presented to
Mr Roberts an account of his former il visions, his sickness,

# The luritation to preach must be considerod as a more Chilnese exprasslon of politeness.
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Lis preaching, and religious compositions ; he now in the same
open manner asked Mr Roberts to support him afler his baptism
in order to enable him to continue his stuc with the other
sssistants.  We are not aware thut Mr Roberts at that time paid
much attention to the written account or papers presented to him
by Hung, nor does it seem that he placed any confidence in his
statements, or understood his real character ; bat hearing him, like
so many other Chinese candidates for baptism, enter upon the
subject of future support, Mr Roberts was displeased, and post-
poned his baptism until some future uncertain period. ®

Siu-tshuen felt rather disappointed at this result of his Tequest,
and discovered, too late, that he had fallen into the snare laid for
him by the two Wang. Being unable to support himself in Can-
ton, and not knowing when he might be admitted to baptism, he
resoived to leave and go to Kwang-si without waiting for baptism
from the hands of the foreign Missionary. Choo-thau-hing ad-
vised him to return home if he would not remain in Canton, but
finding him decided in his mind, he gave him a hundred cash, and
sent a letter to Hung-Jin in Hwa-hien, informing him and other

i the latter had left Canton and
gone to Kwang-si in search of his friend Fung-Yun-san.

In the sixth month of 1847, Siu-tshuen started upon his second
tour to Kwang-si..As he hud only one hundred cash in his pocket,
hie could not go by the passage-boat, but went on foot and carried
his own baggage. - When he came to Moi-tszu-sin he unfortun-
ately fell into the hands of robbers, who deprived him of his bundle

* Boma may be of aplaion that the above saiemont respecting the native amistamte of
saotber Mislouary, could wall hava boen omitiad. Bt fa from throwiag any blame epon
3tr Roverts, . H
0 0 state the probable oause why tho Latler, after 10 loug & proparation, was refused Dhre:
Uan bapttam. Me Roberis,in his 1apors prinied a' The Chinese and Generat Mistoneny
Gleanar 1 Octobor, 1833, says,—

e ot (s 194, o by lwin, 0 Chins gl cume 1 my e i Coon, prshmiog b

1050 ght h Chrin g Oue o b e rard horme, ot s ot comtone wih ey
recired trcion,

Hung-Som-tnen, o Chiel o the Inurrcin, i th purvns whers e b s

e, v e e glonan o scompsied My, b i magueny earat boms. W e (e
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In full agroament with these words of M Roberss, the informant, who vidied Canton with
Hung Siutshuen, explains the cause why Mr Roberts, after giviog suoh & good Seslimonlal
respseting Siutahuen's deporimont aud knowledgo of the Seriptarss, il was mot liy satis:
od of bis ftness for baptism.
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of clothes, and thereby also of the last meaus to continue his
jourcey. As long as he hud a few articles of wearing apparel
left, be could, after the Chinese manner, pawn or sell them, and
thus be enabled to proceed, but without money and without
clothes he was reduced to extreme distress. He wrote a petition
to the Prefect of Shau-king. This official replied, that Moi-tasu~
sin did not belong o bis jurisdiction but to that of Tel-king ; he
however gave Siu-tahuen a small sum of 400 cash, pitying his
misfortane.  Siu-tahuen was now placed in a very difficult posic
tion ; he was without friends, and without means either to advance
‘or 0 return.  He had nothing left but bis past experience and
his future prospects, which however under present circumstances
appeared very much darkened and impocsible to realize.

As lie was thus standing on the way, pondering upon his own
sad condition, e was observed by u man, who cheered him up
with the words, “ A broken cord of course is mended wi
and when the boat comes to the bank, the wry opens a

Siu-tshuen thought in himself, ** These words are correct, and

1o the care of the future, he took his place ir: a pussage-boat and
continued his journey to Kwang-si. The Chinese generally
take three meals a day, but Siu-taluen, afruid to ineur a heavy
debt 1o the Capuin, allowed himself only one meal every day,
which cost him about twopence.  Among bis fellow passengers,
he remarked three men of literary attainments, who soon opened
a conversation with him sayin
“Sir, by your noble countena
man of talent ; but a¢ you, wi
muct conelude that you ar.
Siu-tahuen then told them how he had been robbed on his way,
and had almot no money to continue his journey. They usked
him what was the object of his going to Kwang-si. He told
them, that he went there in order to preach the doctrine of the
true God. They also inquired into his eircumstances and the
nature of the doctrine he was teaching, and Siu-tshuen during
the seven days which they spent together in the boat made
known to them as he found opportunity the truths of Christianity.
‘When they arrived at Kwang-si, these men suid to him,—

it is easy 10 perocive that you are a
t being siek, atill sbstain from eating, we
listress.”

* Yon eught act to be. discouraged ; in travelling you must be prepared
for everything, even to be robbed. We ha the Captain uot to demand
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any passage-money from you, and here (prosenting him a string with six
hundred cah (about 2 shillings,) we have collected a small sum for you, to
enable you to prooeed on your journey.”

In this manner Siu-tshuen finally reacled the Kwei district
and Valley-home, where his cousin Wang lived. Among his
first questions was, if they had any, news about Fung-Yun-san,
and he was now informed that Yun-sun had for the past two
years been engaged iu teaching at Thistle Mount, and that &
great number of people had been converted to the worship of
God by kis iustrumentality. Siu-tshuen lost no time in visiti
the new cougregation at that place, and rejoiced upon his arrival
not only to see Yun-san again, but to meet with many new
believers, and to preach the truth of God in the midst of them.

The worshippers of God at ‘Thistle-mount in Kwang-si soon
counted above two thousand adherents, and their number daily
increased. Among them we find the names Loo-Shing-sse,
Loo-Liuh, Tsen-A-sun, Shih-Tali-kbai, Yaug-Siu-tshin, Siau-
Chau-kwui, and others. The wife of Siau, named Yang-
Yun-kiau, stated that in the year * Ting-yew,” 1837, during
a very severe sickness, when she luy as dead upon her bed,
her soul ascended to heuven, and she heard an old man say
to her, ““After ten years a man will come from the east and
teach thee to worship God, ubey him willingly.” She was emi-
neut among the female God-worshippers, who used (o say as
proverb, * Men ouglt to study Fung-Yun-san, and women the
conduet of Yang-Yun-kiaw.” From Thistle-mount the new doc-
trine rapidly spread, and was promulgated widely in several
depurtments and districts in the proviuce of Kwang-si, as for
instance the departments of Siang-chau, Tsin-cliua, and Yah-
chau, with many of their districts, as Phing-nan, Woo-siuen,
Kwei, Poli-peb, &c., men of great influence and graduates of the
first and second degrees, with great numbers of their clans, joined
the congregation. Among the former may be mentioned Wai-
Cliing with a large number of his clan, and oo, a keu-jin, with
many of his adlierents.

All who joiued the congregation, threw away their idols, and
worshipped the true God. Itis difficult to give a fuithful account
of their form of worship, when they met together for devofion;
for several alterations were introduced from time to time in con-
sequence of growing knowledge and i A
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tions to existing Chinese customs may have been introduced in
the beginning, which were aftcrwards corrected ; is very
probable that the present form of worship at Nunking is not al-
together like that which was first established among the wer-
shippers of God at Thistle-mount in Kwang-si.

At the commencemnent, Siu tshuen had only vague notions
concerning the true manner of religious service. When he had
taken away his own idols, he placed the written name of God in
their stead, aud even used incense-sticks and gold paper as a part
of the service. But in a few months he found that this was
wrong, and abolished it. His step-mother declared, however,
that it was a great pity that he had taken away the name of God
from the wall, for during that time they hud been able to add a
few fields to their estate, which she considered as a special
blessing and sign of divine fuvour. When the congregat.on in
Kwang-si assembled togother for religious worship, males and
females had their seats sepuraied from each other. It was
customary to_praise God by the singing of « hymn. An address
was delivered either upon the mercy of God, or the merits of
Christ, and the people were exhorted to repent of their sins, to
abstain from idolatry, and to scrve God with sincerity of heart.
When any professed to belic.¢ in the doctrine, and expressed
their desire to be admitted members of the congregation, the rite
of baptism was performed in the following manuer, without. re-
ference to any longer or shorter term of preparation or previous
instruction. Two burning lamps and three cups of tea were
placed upon a table, probubly to suit the sensual apprehension of
the Chinese. A written confession of sins, containing the names
of the different candidates for buptism, ws repeated by them, and
afterwards burnt, whereby the presenting of the same to God was
to be expressed.  The question was then nsked, if they promised,
+ Not to worship evil spirits, not to practise evil things, but to
kecp the heavenly commandments.” *After this confession, they
kaelt down, and from a large basin of clear water, a cupful was
poured over the head of every one with the words,  Purification
from all former sins, putting off the old, and regencration,”
BE B BN IR R UR & 2 3. Dpoo
they used to drink of the tea, and generally each one wih
chest and region of the heart with water to signify the inner
cleansing of their hearts. “1t was also customary to perform pri.




3% THE VISIONS OF MUNG-$(U-TSHUEN,

vate ablutions in the rivers, accompanied by confession of sins
and prayer for forgiveness. Those who had been bapti
received the different forms of prayer to be used morning and
evening, or before their meals. Most of these forms of prayer
are now printed at Nanking in the Book of Religious Precepts,

#% &), with some alterations or additions. Upon the
celebration of festivals, as for instance at a marriage, a burial, or
at the New Year, animols were offered in saerifice, and ufterwards
consumed by thase present. ® *

‘When they engaged in prayer, they used to kneel down all in
one direction towards the open side of the house from which the
light entered, and closing their cyes, one spoke the prayer in the
name of the whole assembly.

At thut time there was in Kwang-si province, in the depart-
ment Siang, an idol of great renown named Kan-wang-ye, * the
King-kan;” whose power was universally X 'rh.
God-worshippers inquired i 3
received the followiug information from the people :—
nt of the department of Siavg. He had

waler act or geomancy.

ious place of interment,
1 great prosperity would
d

“ Kan was formerly an inhabi

re very prevalent
females, whereby eve
among wholly unacquainted persous an illicit familiarity is frequently intro-
duced. The demon of the idol Kan- once powessed a young

made him run up to the sedan-chair of the district magistra

in, which the latter dared not to refuse. The temple wardens were
afraid to sleep in the temple, and morning and evening, when they entered
to light the lamps and burn incense, they beat the gong or iarge copper-
late, to prevent Kan-wang's appearing to them. If any one dared to speak.
inst the idol, he was sure to be seized with bowel complaint, and thus
forced to acknowledge the universally admitted power of Kan-wang.”

iatirn worship

141 to e hoped hat. thes and othcrsitesinsommment with tho par O
o Grd,and whia Hang Sl ahuen ntoduced o co
the to comply with long established ot
LUt amee o b, may Eraduary e ormc
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‘When Siu-tshuen heard this report, his anger was aroused,
and he said, “ This kind of demons [ used to exterminate, when
my soul was wandering in héaven.” He then took Fung-Yun-
san, Wang-Ngi, and Hang-E with him,and they started together
to visit the temple of Kan-Wang-ye. In two days they came
to the place, and really found the aspect of the idol dreadful and
imposin, Siu-tshuen however took a stick, and struck the
wooden image of the idol whilst enumerating the tenfold trans-
gressions and sins of Kan,—
irst sin, to kill his mother ; second sin, cohtempt of God; third sin, to
frighten the hearts of the sons and daughters of God ; fourth sin, to covet
the food of the children of God; fifth sin, to force his sister to have inter-
course with a profligate wretch ; sixth sin, to like obscene songs bet
males and females; seventh sin, arzogantly to exalt himself;
extort money from the people; ninth demand & Dragon robe from
Mandarin; tenth sin, to continue his mischief as a demon. Because of

tenfold sins he deserves.to be destroyed.” v

Thereupon he dashed the image to pieces, tore its beautiful
garments, and broke the censors and sacrificial vessels, He also
wrote an Imperial declaration in verse,—

th

As thou didst with many people, make them in thy powse believe,
Cars'd to hell and struck by lightaiag, burn and vanish into smoke.
‘With thy horrid stinking body, doest thou want 8 Dragon clonk 1

T
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As so0n as this deed was known in the neighbourhood, the
people of the district offered a reward of one hundred dollars for
the apprehension of the perpetrators, The demon, however,
again possessed a young boy, and snid, “ These men are sincoro,
Yo are not able to hurt them, you must only repair my fmage
again, and then it will beall right™  After this the ppaple with-

B
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.drew their proclamation. This event served to advance the
reputation of Siu-tshuen, and the number of his followers rapidly
incrensed. Soo after he was informed about another temple of
great celebrity, called “The temple of six cavemns” 'This
temple derived its origin from a male and a female, who had met
togetber, and by the one commencing to sing’a licentious couplet,
0 which the other responded, kad indulged in illicit intercourse
for several days, after which they were found dead. The people
said that these two had found the true principles, and erected a
temple in their memory, where divine honours were paid to
their images. Siu-tshuen, finding that the moral feeling of the
Kwang-si population was far below that of the brutes, wrote &
verse, reproving their utter contempt of all morality, saying that
these two demons ought to be exterminated; that the whole
populatiou had turned brutes, and upon ull mountains were heard
profligate songs, responded to by males and females; that they
professed to have found the true principles, when in fact they
bad destroyed them. Licentious females were called mistresses
of the house. Giod would not suffer such conduct, but bring upon
them sudden judgment from on high. Because of these verses
the people were irritated against Siu-tshuen, and wished that the
idols might display their power in killing him, but after some
time the white ants came into the temple of six caverns and des-
troyed the building as well as the wooden images.

The brethren of the new congregation in Kwang-si afterwards
demolished a great number of images, whereby the population
was incensed against them. A very rich graduate Wang, lodged
an accusation at the office of the Magistrate of the Ping-nan-hien
against them, to the effect, that they, under the pretext of wor-
shipping God, destroyed the temples and altars, but in fact they
were rebels. The District Magistrate then seized Fung Yun-
san and Lu-liub, to be examined in the presence of Wang, and
because the latter had offered bribes to the mandarin. the two
former were committed to jail. Hung-Siu-tshuen now thought
with himself, If we, because of the true doctrine, suffer such
persecution, what may be the design of God in this?” At that
time he expressed his feelings in the following Ode upon
Hope i—

‘When shall I moet again with faithful brethren,
And preach the word alung the Ocean’s strand |
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Wihen find again true sympathy and virtue,
And joyful tones mingle without restraint 1
Alsa | for noble courage and for honest hearts,

What men shall stand by me t
The Dragon clouds and Tiger winds assemble ;

‘What day shiall we triumphaatly ascend
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Upon i ion of the present difficulties, Siu-tsh Te-
membered, that the Governor of the Two Kwang Provinces,
Kiying, had gained permission frow the Emperor for Chinese as
well as foreigners to profess Christianity, and after further con-
sultatian with the brethren at Thistle Mount, he took his depar-
tare to Kwang-tung with the intention to present a petition to
the governor on behalf of his friends, who suffered imprisonment
because of their religious persuasion. Upon his arrival at Can-
ton, he learned from Choo-thau-hing, that the Governor Kiying,
only ten days before, had lefi for the capital Peking.

In the meantime, the brethren in Kwang-si willingly colleet-
ed some hundred strings of cash for the liberation of their friends,
and delivered a written apology for their doctrine, together with
the Ten Commandments, for the inspection of the mandarin.
This official was now persuaded that the worshippers of God were
no criminals, and vished to release the prisoners, but the gradnate
‘Wang made a new accusation before the Prefect of the Depart-
ment. The Prefect however refused to take up the matter, and
referred the cause to the District Magistrate again. The latter
had during the interval received three petitions in poetry from
Fung-Yun-san; the first stating the malignancy of his accuser
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Wang, the second explaining bis own innocence, and the third
proving the duty of all to worship God. Loo-liuh had already
died from the effects of the confinement in jail, and the Magis-
trate now sent two policemen to convey Fung-Yun-san to his
native place i Kwang-tung, there to be placed at liberty upon
proper security. During the way, Fung-Yun-san in his usual
manner spoke with great eloquence and in persuasive language
about the true doctrine, and they bad not walked many miles
before the two policemen were won as converts. They not only
agreed instantly to set him at liberty, but declared themselves
willing to abandon their own station, and follow Fung to the
congregation at Thistle Mount, where be soon after introduced
them as candidates for baptism. The brethren rejoiced o see
him sgain, sacrificed horses and oxen, and gave thanks to God
for his liberation.

When Yun-san heard that Siu-tshuen had gone to Kwang-
tung on his bebal, he also repaired thither, but on his arrival Le
found that Siu-tshuen bad already left on his return to Kwang-si.
When Siu-tshuen came to Thistle Mount, he was informed that
Yuo-san bud been released from prison and gone to K wang-tung,
wherefore he again went back to Hwa-hien. Here in the tenth
month of the year 1848, Siu-tshuen and Yun-san met with each
other. Previous to the arrival of Siu-tshuen, his old father
Hung-yang had departed this life, aged seventy-three. He had
for  long time abstained from idolatry, and received baptism.
Upon bié death-bed he admonished his children saying, *I am
now ascending o heaven ; after my decease you must not call any
Budhist priests, or perform any heatheu ceremonies, but merely
worship God, and pray to him.” Siu-tshuen was now thirty-
five years of age. He had for some time let his hair and beard
grow long. When people asked him the reason why he had
done o, he replied, that he knew beforchand the death of bis
futher. It is a Chinese custom not to shave during the period of
mouraing for oue’s parents and nearer relaiives.

8. HUNG'S CHARACTER, CONVERSATION, AND
DISCOURSES.
Furox his youth, Hung-Siu-tshuen was generally liked by all,
because of his open and straightforward character. He was gay
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and friendly, but not dissolute. Being superior in talent to most
of his fellow-students, he often used to make sport of them, and
caused them to feel hiswharp wit; but still his friends were fond
of listening to his remarks, as they generally contained true and
noble ideus, and acknowledged his superior intellect. After his
sickness in the year 1837, his whole person became changed,
manuers roble and dignified. He sat erect upon the chair,
hands placed upon bis knees, and both his feet resting a little
apart, but never crossed upon the ground, without leaning back-
wards or to either side; and though sitting for hours, he never
appeared fatigued. He did not look aslunt or backwards; his
pace in walking was dignified, neither quick nor slow; he now
spoke less and langhed seldom. Many who observed him, ridi-
culed his manners, finding his deportment strange and curious,
After he had begun to worship God, he was very strict in regard
to his own conduct. In his words he was often severe, and
easily offended others. He liked to sit down and talk with
honest and sincere men, though they were ever so poor and of
low eatate, but he could not bear with the profigate, even if they
were ever so rich and high in station. In his native village,
two men who were discovered to have committed adultery, so
much dreaded the severe censure of Siu-tshuen, that they
absented themselves for several years. A man of bad character,
named Moo, had been appointed inspector of the ground by ten
different villages. This man gradually commenced to flatter the
ich, oppress the poor, and beat the villugers. Upon Siu-tshuen’s
return from Kwang-si, several uccusations were made against
this man, to which all gave ununimous evidence, desiring to have
him punished for his misconduct. The next day Siu en
ordered the gong to be struck, and assembled from eighty to
ninety families. Moo also appeared, made a humble confeasion
of his guill, and asked forgiveness, which the assembled villagers
were willing to grant, believing his repentance to be sincere.
But Siu-tshuen said, Yesterday I yielded to the wishes of men,
but to-day I follow the rule of heaven.” Hereupon he deposed
Moo from his office, and appointed Kiang.a-si to be inapector of
the ground. Moo dared not to oppose this decision, or think of
revenging himself, but he even sent tire usual presents of honour
and respect to Hung. Among bis own clansmen, Siu-tshuen
introduced the use of nine wooden rods for chastizing evil
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doers, and upon each rod the five punishuble offences were
written,—

1. Beat the adulterers.

2, Beat the female seducers.

3, Beat the disobedient to parents.

4, Beat thieves, robbers, and gamblers.

5, Beat all vagabonds plotting evil.

These rods were given to the headmen of the families, but
afterwards when Siu-tshuen bad left for Kwang-si, an uncle of his
collected the rods and threw them into the river, saying, % Why
should we be subject to his rule?” During his stay at Hwa-
hien, he was generally respected and feared by all males as well
23 females, who however felt often rather uncasy at his severe
admonitions.

‘When he met with relatives or neighbours, he often exposed
and blamed their sinful conduct, and exhorted them to believe in
the true doctrine. Though he did not separate himself from his
former friends and relatives, yet they could not feel so intimate
with him as before. Often when he came home from a visit to
such friends, who would not yield to his exhortations and believe
in his doctrines, he used to say,—

“Those who believe not in the true doctrine of God and Jesus, though
they be old acquaintances, are still no friends of mine, but they are demons,
On the other hand, all who believe in the doctrine of God aud Jesur, ave trus
brethren of Heaven and true friends. If they do not believe my words,
must go bis own way; I cannot bring them into heaven, and they
draw me to hell. If my own parents, my wife and children, do
believe, I caonot feel united with thers, how much leas with other

venly friendship is true, all other is false. A short

and what I gain, 1 cannot -hnu
with them. T only desire that very many may enter into heaven, and

them the true dootrine.”

In his discourses, Siu-ishuen shewed from the clascical books
what was true and wrong in the Chinese philosophy, and ex-
borted every one to receive the true. e endeavoured to rouse
people from their lethargy and religious indifference, by holding
forth to them the sure “ope of everlasting happiness. He had
favourite stanzas or expressions, which he often repeated in order
to impress them upon the memory of the hearers ; for instance,—
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“Believe, in God, and in the end be blessed.
Trust net in God, and be at last distressed.”

G
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“Brethren be of good cheer, God has the rale of all,
With faithful hearts aud deeds in proof you rise o heaven's hall,”

REAFLREY M@
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“Keep the holy commandments, worship the true God, and then at the
Bour of departing, heaven will be easily ascended,”
“Cleave to wordly customs, believe in devils,
And ultimately hell eannot b avoided.”

AN ias O L X T ¥
oK B IR 8 DA B LA R 15 16 1 08
“Those who believe in God, are the sons and daughters of God ; where.
soever they come, they come from heaven, wheresoever they o, they go to
heaven.”
“Those who worship demons, are the slaven of the demons; at the time of
their birth by the dovil lod astray, at the time of their death by him carried
away”

fﬂﬁﬁ%i%ﬁl%ﬁ%tlﬁ
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Siu-tshuen often used to praise the doctrines of Ch:
but, added he,—

“Too much patience and hnmility do not muit our present times, for
therewith it would be impostible to manage this perverted generati

Ifany one disputed with him, he often became excited, and
said,—

“This man has lost his conscieuce, he forgets the great mercien of God,
tranagresncs the holy commandments, and denpises the merits of Christ. |
really exert myself to teach and instruct you carefully, and you treat the

e frivolously. — You are indeed of mean descent, you are really seduced

ling to enjoy

in fact to have happiuess, but mot be

He also said,—
* The scholars of these days do not distingnish between the true and the
false, between the correct and the corrupt. ~ Fortune-telling, physiognomy,
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geomancy, and other secret arts, are. considered as true, though they are
indeed only so many different means of support to those who practise them.
The more intelligent scholars dure not confess the truth, sithough they
Xnow it, the less informed are unable to discern the same. Themselves
biind and perverted, they teach a corrupt doctrine; the whole world lies
entangled in the net of the devil. They caunot rid themselves from vuin
desire after richen and honours. They seek & short happiness, as if it were
.m\..u-.. They strive for the things of the world and forget the heavenly

objects, But in secking aRer happiness, they take the devil into their
ouse. They think oV heaven,and go down to hell. They wish for peace,but
l.hcy got no peace.  They desire blins but a Such is th

cient, self-conceited, and haughty generation, which only covets riches
a4 honours. They think that the idole aseist them in atta
appiness, or that beaven is favouring them; and they do mot know that
Reaven often bestows riches and prosperity even upon the wicked, but that
‘the holy omes are perfected by much sorrow and tribulation.”

= Heavealy Father, high and supreme, the God of sll ations,

‘whols human race with infinite bounty :
theu createdat the world ith mountaics and waters.
mn"m.-p--.m enjoy in brotherly union.
‘Father thou art mear related to us ; thou expelisst the demons,

9. LAST TOUR TO KWANG-8I —STATE OF THE CON-
GREGATION — YANG-SIU-TSHIN AND SIAU-CHAU-
KWUIL.

Tur. native village of Fung Yun-mn is only a mile and a-half

northward from thet of Hung.Siu-tshuen. ~As the country there

iu hilly, and affords pasture to the cattle, the villagers of many
surrounding hamlcts use to lead their cattle thither. Sin-tshuen
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while at home, often assisted his elder brothers by leading their
buffaloes to the mountains. Here he met with Fung Yun-san
and others of his intimate friends, when they made an appoint-
ment, upon what hill they would assemble the following day.
Siu-tshuen here used to converse with his followers and friends
about the congregation at Kwang-si. He also oceasionally read
some portion of the Old or New Testament, which he had re-
ceived during bis stay at Canton. He exhorted to faith in the
true religion, and many of the young boys, who led their oxen
to the common pasture, gathered around him and Yun-san, and
listened with interest to their instruction.

Siu-tshuen ~nd Yun-san remained at home wuntil the fifth
month of the year 1849, when their friends a: Clearfar made a
collection of money, to enable them to muke snother tour i
Kwangsi. They then started on their last tovr to Kvang-si,
and left their native distriet, little thinking that they were going
to leave it for several years, yes perliaps for ever. In the tenth
month of the same yesr, on the minth day, at the rising of the
sun, the first son of Hung-Siu-tshuen was born. Just at the ssme
time, thouzmnds of birds, as large as ravens and as smail a3 mag-
pies, made their appearance. They continued long hovering
about in the air,and finally settled in the trces behind the dweliing
of Siu-tshuen. Thcse birds remained in the neighbourkood of
the village about one month, to the astenishinent of the people,
whossid that the crowd of birds came ¢ dohemage tothe new born
King. When Hang-jin knew that the wife of Siu-tshuen had
been delivered of a male child, he dewpatched a messenger with
a letter to Kwang-si, informing Siu whuen of this bappy event.

Siu-twhwen and Yun-san upon their arrival at Thistle Mount
were received with exaltation by the brethren. They now
learned, that, during their absence in Kwang tang, some very
remarkable occurrences had taken place in the congregation of
the God-worshippers, which had broaght disorder and dissensiou
among the brethren. It sometimes happened that while they
were kneeling down engaged in prayer, the one o the other of
those present wes seised by & sudden fit, 50 thai be feil down to
the ground, and his whole body was covered with perspiration.
In such a state of ecstasy, moved by the spirit, he ut:ersd words
of exbortation, reproof, prophecy, &c. Often the words were in.
intelligible; &nd generally delivered in rhythm. The brethren

,




46 THE VISIONS OF HUNG-SIU-TSHUEN,

had noted down in a book the more remarkable of these sayings,
and delivered them to the inspection of Hung Siu-tshuen. The
latter now judged the spirits according to the truth of the doetrine,
and declared that the words of those moved were partly true and
partly false. ‘Thus confirming the already expressed opinion of
tshin, that they were “partly from God and partly
from the devil.”

The most remarkabic of those whom Hung-Siu-tshuen as-
knowledged as true, where the words of Yang-Siu-tshin, and
Siau Chau-kwni. Vang was originally a very poor man, but he
joined the congregation with much earnestness and sincerity.
‘Whilst there, he suddenly. for a period of two months lost his
power of speech to the astonishment of the brethren, wlo consi-
dered this to-be an evil omen ; but afterwards he again recovered
the use of his tongue, and more frequently than any other was
subject to fits of erstasy, when he spoke in the name off God the
Father, and in a solemn and awe-inspiring manner reproved the
sins of the others, often pointing out individuals, and exposing
their evil actions.  He also exhorted to virtue, and foretold future
events, or commanded what they onght to do. His words ge-
nerally made a deep impression upon the assembly. Siau-chau-
kwui spoke in the name of Jesus, and his words were milder
than those of Yang. One of the Wang clan had spoken against
the doctrine of Jesus, and led many astray, but he was excluded
from the congregation, and his words declared false, being spoken
under the influence of a corrupt spirit.

It appears also, that many sick peroons had ‘been cured in &
wonderful manner by prayer to God, and Yang was said to pos-
sess the gift to cure sicknesses by intercession for the sick. From
the description it would almost seem as if Yang had willingly
submitted and prayed to have the sickness of the other conferred
upon himself, and that he for a short while had borne his suffer-
ings, whereby he redeemed the disease of the other, and was
afterwards himself released from the consequences of his own
intercession.® Upon the decease of Yang-Kin-siu, it is reported
that they heard a heavenly music from above, and that the cur.

* Yang-Sladebin bs lso known tunder the name of Homae teacher, which s derived from
dividing the ehiraster of his same 8iu 5 Into two T 7% Roas, and dom net sevm
40 Bave sy particular meaning.
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taina of bis bed kept moving for two hours after his spirit had
departed, though there was no current of air entering the room.
Siu-tshuen introduced a strict order amorg Lis followers, and
though Fung-Yan-san was originally the founder of this congre-
gation, yet every one acknowledged the superiority of Hung,
and 1o one was so able as he to exercise authority, and carry
into effect a rigid discipline among so many different sorts of
people. He interdicted the use of opium, and also it is said of
common tobacco and ardent spirits. Respecting the opium, Le
made a stanza, saying,—

‘The Opium pipe ir ke a gun, wherewith you wound yourself.

How many heroes are stretehed dying upon their pillows !

FELEN-E T LT T
KEETR RERS 2

As to wine prepared from rice, he said, that converting rice
into intoxicating drink, was to rob the people of their wholesome
and necessary food, and afterwards give it to them in a form not
only useless, but injurious. Siu-tshuen, who formerly was able
to stand & good quantity of rice wine, afterwards for a long
time limited his own use to three small cups, out of considera-
tion for the company. He still used this restriction while at
home, but it is probable that he wholiy desisted from its use,
when he afterwards came to Kwang-si, if the report be true, that
be demanded total abstinence from bis followers.

It does not appear that Siu-tshuen knew the full import of the
Sabbath, though he considered it as a day of special devotion
and thankegiving to God, who in six days had created the world,
and upon that day rested from his work. There is no mention
made of the Lord's Supper baving been celebrated in the con-
gregation of God-worshippers in Kwang-si.

In the fifth month of the following yerr (1850), Siu-tshuen
sent Kiang-Liung-chong with two other brethren, ome of the
‘Wang and one of the Heu clan, with letters to Hwa-hien, and
ealled his whole family to join him in Kwang-si. The reason
for this was, as he stated, that God had given him the following
revelation : —

“In the 30th year of Tawkwang (1850), will I send down calamities;
those of you who remain steadfast in faith, shall be saved, but the unbelievers
shall be visited by pestilence. After the eighth month, fields will be left
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uncultivated, and houses without iahabitants ; therefors call theu thy ewa
family and relatives hither.”

At this time, Siu-tshuen’s mother, wife and children, brothers
and their families, all his nearest relatives with their children,
went to Kwang-si and joined him there. After the death of the
Emperor Taukwang in 1850, several. districts in Kwang-si were
really visited by a pestilential disease, whereby Siu-tshuen’s ad
herents greatly increased in number, as many thought that they
evaded contagion merely by joining the congregation of the
God-worshippers.

10. DISTURBANCES IN KWANG-8I — WAR BETWEEN
THE PUNTIS AND HAKKAS— THE GOD-WORSHIP-
PERS INVOLVED IN THE POLITICAL TROUBLES—
CAUSE, COMMENCEMENT, AND SUCCESS, OF THE
INSURRECTICN — SIU-TSHUEN AND THE TRIAD
SOCIETY.

THE inaccessible mountains of the Kwang-si province have long

served as a place of resort for outlaws and banditti, who from

these hiding-places went forth to plunder the unsuspecting tra-
vellers, and commit depredations on the neighbouring -villages.

‘The number of these outlaws has during the course of the last

few years been increasing. They formed regular bands of rob-

bers, and their boldness went so far, that they commenced openly
to attack hamlets, larger villages, and market towns. The
soldiers sent by the government officials o seize and disperse the
banditti, had often hard work to perform. Yet in most instances
they were sucoessful, though the bands of robbers dispersed in
one place gathered again in another. The most of these robbers
were men from Kwang-tung and bordering provinces, who are
by the aborigines of Kwang-si called Khih-kias, (strangers or
settlers,) because they bad immigrated and settled in Kwang-si
among the Punti or original inhabitants. The Khih-kia or

Hakka villages are very numerous in Kwang-i, though in ge-

neral not so large and opuient as those of the Punti. A feeling

of enmity had long existed between the twe classes, and every
new incident only served to .ugment the hatred. At that time

a very rich Hakka of the surname Wun had taken a girl as his

concubine, who had been promised in marriage to & Punti man,
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and having agreed to settle the matter with her parents by pay-
ing a large sum of money, he peremptorily refused to give her
up to the Ponti claimant. At the office of the District Magis-
trate, numerous petitions and accusations were daily lodged
against the Hakki population, so that the Mandarins were unable
to settle all their disputes. It .seems even probable that the
Mandarine woald evade the trouble, and if the report be true,
they gave the advice to the Punti population to enforce their
own right sagainst the Hakkas. However this be, the result was,
that soon after, & civil war commenced between the Puntis and
Hakkas of the Kwei District, in which gradually a number of
villages were involved. The fighting began on the 28th of the
eighth month (September 1850,) and during the first days the
Hakkas had the advantage, no doubt because they were more
accustomed to such a manner of life, and probably counted rob-
bers by profession among their number. Gradually, however,
the Puntis grew bolder and more experienced, and as their
number was considerably larger, they defeated the Hakkas, and
burnt their houses, 8o that these had no resting-place to which
they eould resort. In this distress they sought refuge among
the worshippers of God, who at that time lived dispersed in
several districts, in congregations countiig from one to three
hundred individuals. They willingly submitted to any form of
worship in order to escape from their enemies, and received the
necessary supplies, which they were now destitute of.

Up to this period the worshippers of God had not stood in any
connection whatever with the robbers or outlaws of the province.
The Mandarin soldiers, upon their excursions in search of the
robbers, never interfered with the members of the congregations,
or suspected the brethren to have any other but religious motives
for their assembling together. But now, when net only from the
distressed villages, but also from the bands of robbers dispersed
by the Mandarin soldiers, large flocks of people, old and young,
men and women, with their children and their property, joined
the eangregations, matters could no longer go on as before. A
rupture and collision with the Mandarins became inevitable.
Siu-tshuen’s discerning eye had foreseen all this ; his prediction
had now been fulfilled ; he had formed Lis plans, he was prepar-
ed to take the consequences, and only awaited the proper moment .
to take a decided step. About this time, he composed an Ode
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alluding to the state of the country, wherein his own intentions
are clearly expressed i—

“When in the present time (disturbances abound,

And bands of robbers are) like gathering vapors four

‘We know that heaven means o raise & valiant hand

(To reacue the oppressed and save our uative land.)

China was once subdued, but it shall no more fall.

From olden times all deeds by energy were
Dark vapours disappear on risiag of the sun.”

In this Ode, Siu-tshuen alludes to the frequent bands of rob-
bers rising suddenly and gathering like yapours round the moun-
tains in the different districts. He expresses his intention to
permit them to fight and tear up each other, until finally, when
they were fatigued and weakened, he would rise in the field and
easily become the sole master. Such was the plan expreased by
the founder of the Ming dynasty, Choo-hung-woo, in his song
about the aster to which he compared himself. The aster begins
to blossom in the 9th month, when the season of most other
flowers has passed away, thus, as it were, waiting quietly until
all other flowers had exhausted their strength, contending to
excel each other ; then the aster unfolds its beauty, and display-
ing its armour of golden yellow, remains slone master of the
field. The first Emperor of the Han dynasty, Lew-pang, com-
pared the furious wind and flying clouds to valiant warriors,
rushiog on in victorious progress, carrying all before them ; and
displaying a table with wine, he saluted them as they passed quickly
over his head.

The Siu-tshai (graduate). Wang, who already has been men-
tioned in these pages as an enemy of the new doctrine, and as
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‘the accuser of its adherents, again used his influence and money
to injure one of the brethren. Wang-ngi had by his rash and
imprudent conduct in destroying the idols belonging to other
people, brought down upon himself the resentment of the popu-
lace, and was again accused before the Magistrate. This official
however refused to take up the matter, and dismissed the parties.
When the young Wang-ngi came out to the street, he com-
menced a quarrel with the two plaintiffs, and in an insolent
manner demanded a large sum of money from them, without
which the matter would not be settled. Just at this moment the
graduate Wang happened to pass, and inquired what was the
matter. . The two plaintiffs explained to him, that the Magistrate
would not take up their cause, and commit Wang-ngi. Then
the graduate Wang replied, I will take care that this fellow
is put in prison,” and ordered Wang-ngi again to be brought to
the office of the Magistrate. He then wrote an accusation ac-
companied with considerable bribes, which had the eiiect, that
Wang-ngi was put into prison, and gradually killed by want
and ill-treatment.

The first instance when members belonging to the congregra-
tion of God-worshippers were involved in conflict with the
populace, seems to have occurred at a place called Goldfield.
Some persons belonging to a large Punti village had seized and
led away a buffulo, being the property of a God-worshipper.
The brethren were highly incensed at such an outrage, and
demandéd back the buffalo. As this was not instantly complied
with, they also seized one or more cows belonging to the other
and stronger party. At last an exchange of the animals was
agreed to, and the emissaries met and arranged the affairs ; but
just as they were returning, some of the Puntis, relying on their
larger number, fired upon the Hakkas. These, in their turn, at-
taked the Puntis, and chased them back to their own village.
The Punti people considered this unexpected defeat as an ex-
pression of the displeasure of their gods, and therefore arranged
@ feast with theatrical performances in honour of their idols, who
occupied the first seat among the spectators. Bnt even during
the very performance a sudden dread of the God-worshippers
came upon the whole assembly, and frightened by a false alarm,
they several times rushed out from the place as if their enemies
had been advancing. The_ God-worshippers, the most of whom
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were Hakkas, were bold and brave, used to labour and fatigue,
‘wherefore with a small number they dared to attack the much
larger Punti force, and were often victorious, though their op~
ponents had the assistance of the soldiers. It appears that be-
cause of the many Hakkas joining the congregrations, these were
gradually involved in the disturbances, and they were not only
accused of interfering with the religious worship of others, and
destroying the idols, but also of faveuring the outlaws, and
secretly fostering rebellious intentions against the Government.
Siu-tshuen and Yun-san at this period had left Thistle-mount,
and lived concealed at a place called * Vast-change-hills,” in the
Bouse of a frierid. This place waa surrounded by high moun-
tains, leaving only a narrow passage to the country outside.
The Mandarins, whose suspicions were aroused, got notice of
the residence of Hung and Fung, and sent a body of soldiers to
watch the entrance to the hills. Though Siu-tshuen and Yun-
san had only a smail number of adherents at that place, the
soldiers were afraid to enter; but to prevent those inside from
sallying out and escaping, they, socording to Chinese custom,
covered the pass with short sharp woods=n stakes stuck into the
ground. Siu-tshuen and Yun-san were thus shut up smong the
mountains and unable to escape from the soldiers, who. watched
the entrauce of the pass. Their great enterprise, to liberate
China from the yoke of a foreign power and coovert it to the
worship of the true God, was nearly going to be stifled in the
very beginning. At this critical moment, it is reported, that
al tshin, in a state of ecstasy, revealed to the brethren of
Thistle-mount the inpending danger of their beloved chiefs, and
exhorted them to hasten to their rescue. A considerable body
of men belonging to the congregrations now drew together, and
marched against the soldiers, who watched the pass of the Vast-
change-hills. The soldiers were easily beaten, the entrance
cleared from the wooden stakes, and- Siu-tshuen and Yun-san
carried in triumph from their place of seclusion.
now sent messages. o all the ions in the
lhﬂeren! districts to assemble in one place. Already for somo
time previous to Lis, the worshippers of God had felt the ne-
ce: of uniting together for common defence against their
; they had commenced to convert their property of fields
and houses into monev: and to deliver the proceeds thereof into
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the general trensury, from which all shared alike, every one re-
cciving his food and clothing from this fund. The cirenm-
stance that they shared all in common greatly added to their
numbers, and thus they were prepared to abandon their lomes
at a moment's warning. ‘That mement had now arrived.
Anxions abont their own safety and that of their families, they
flocked to the banner of Hung-Siu-tshnen, whom they believed
appeinted - by heaven to be their ¢ Old and yonng, rich
and poor, men of influence and education, graduates of the first
and second degrees, with their families snd adherente. all gathered
rourd the chiefs. Wei-ching alone brought with him about one
thousand individuals of his clan. Siu-tshuen ok possession of
the opulent market town where the above-mentioned graduate
Wang resided, whose rich stores of proviaions and pawnshops
filled with clothes guite suited the wanta of the distressed Hakkus.
This town was surrounded by a broad river, protecting ‘them
from sndden attacks. Here Sin-tshuen encamped and fortified
the place, and before the Mandarin soldiers had arrived, his po-
sition was already too strong for them. The Imperial soldiers
pitelied their camp at a resp:<zable distance from the market town,
and both parties carried on hostilities by firing at each other over
the river, which owever no one ventured to eross. From this
place Siu-tshuen again sent Kiang-Liang-chong, who used to
travel aa a physician carrying his box of medicines with him, and
called the remaining relatives of the two clane, Hung and Fung,
t0 join him in Kwang-si; but befars they cauld reuch the spat,
Siu-tshuen found it necessary from want of provisions te meve
his camp to ancther place. This did secretly, cromed the
river, and marehed away in good arder without the knowledge
of the Imperialists, who still supposed him ta he in the town.
He had taken some women belonging ta the town, and upen
leaving, he shut them up in & honse near the viver side, and or-
dered them to beat the drnms the whole day leng, thus to make
the enemy believe that he wan still keeping the plaee. The Im-
perialists, as soon as. they discovered his movements, sent light
troops in pursuit, but they, ventnring tee near the rear of Sine
talhuen’s army, were in their turn pursued by his men, and » great
pumber of them slaughtered. The Tmp now

to vent their rage on the deserted market town, tock possemion
of it by storm, burnt between one sud two thousand shups, and

'
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plundered what they could get at. They also seized and killed
numbers of the inhabitants on_the slightest supposition that they
were God-worshippers, or friendly disposed towards that body.
Many of these unhappy victims evinced great self-possession, and
resignation to their fate. One named Tsen said to the soldiers,
“Why do you delay? If you are to kill me, then do so,—I fear
not to die.” He with many others refused to kneel down, and
received the death-blow in an upright posture. These cruelties
greatly incensed the populace, and many, who otherwise would
have remained quietly at home, desirous to worship God without
taking part in the insurrection, were thus forced to leave their
homes, and join the army of Hung-Siu-tshuen. The latter had
now taken possession of and pitched his camp at a large village
called Thai-tsun, where be found abundant provisions for his
numerous followers. The reason why Siu-tshuen took this large
village was as follows A rebel chief named Chin-a-kwei, who
us had disturbed the country, finally ex-
ng to unite his forces with those of Hung-
Siu-tshuen. However, before this was effected, during the time
that the latter had possession of the large market town mentioned
above, the former miade an excursi>n to the West, when he was
taken captive by the people of Thai-tsun and delivered to the
Mandarins, who rewarded the deed with a golden button.  Siu-
tshuen took the village to revenge the death of Chin-a-kwei.
During the time that Siu-tshuen was encamped at the above
village, two female rebel chiefs of great valor, named Kew-urh
and Szu-san, each one bringing about two thousand followers,
joined the army of the God-worshippers, and were received upon
submitting to the authority of Hung and the rules of the con-
gregation.  Siu-ishuen placed these two female chiefs with their
followers at a distance from the main body of his army, serving
#s_outposts one on each side. About the same period eight
different rebel chiefs belonging to the San-h8h-hwui or Triad
Society, intimated to Siu-tshuen their wish to join-iis army with
their respective bands. Siu-tshuen granted their request, but
ander. condition that they would conform to the worship of the
true God. The eight chiefs declared themselves willing to do
%0, and sent their tribute of oxen, pigs, and rice, &. Siu-tshuen
now despatched sixteen of the brethren belonging to the congre~
gation, two to each chief, in order to impart to them and their
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followers some knowledge of the true Feligion, before they had
taken the definite step of joining him. When this preparatory
instruction hud been received, the chiefs dismissed their tutors
with a liberal sum of money, as a reward for their trouble, and
s00u after they with all their followers joined the army of Hung-
Sim-tshuen. It now occurred that fifteen of the teachers who
had been sent out to the chiefs, in accordance with the laws of
the congregation, gave their money which they had received
into the common treasury, but one of them kept the money for
himself, without saying a word. This same -individual had
several times before by his misconduct made himself amenable
to punisiment, and kad only been spared in consideration of his
eloquence and talent for preaching. He had in the first instance
not fully abstained from the use of opium, but to procure the
drug, he had sold some rattan-bucklers belonging to the army ;
another time he got excited with wine, and had injured some of
the brethren. As soon as his concealment of the money was
proved, Siu-tshuen and the man’s own relatives, who were pre-
sent in the army, decided to have him punished according to the
full rigour of the law, and ordered him to be decapitated as &
warning to all. When the chiefs of the Triad Society saw that
one of those who had just before been despatched as a teacher
to them was now killed for a comparaively small offence, they
felt very uncomfortable, and said,—

“Your laws seem to be rather too trict ; we shall perhaps find it diffioult
to keep them, and upon any small transgression you would perhaps kill us
also

Thereupon “ Fall large liead,” * Great carp fish,” and five
other chiefs, with their men, depasted, and afterwards surrendered
to the Imperilists, turning their arms against the insurgents.
Lo-thai-kang alone remained with Siu-tshuen, because he liked
the discipline of Lis army, and the doctrine which they had
adopted as a rule of their conduct. It is said that six of the
above chiefs of the Triad Society ultimately fell into the hands
of the insurgents while fighting aguinst them, and were killed.
Siu-tshuen had formeriy expressed his opinion of the Triad
Society in about the following language : —

“Though I never entered the Triad Society, I have often heard it said
that their objet ia to subvert the Teing and restore the Ming dynasty.
Such an expremsion was very proper in the tims of Khang-hi, when this




56 THE VISIONS OF AUNG-SIU-TUHUES,

society was at first foraied, but now after the-lapse of two hundred years,
we unuy still speak of subverting the Tsing, but we cannot properly spesk
of restoring the Ming. At sl eveuts, when our native mountaine and
rivers are recovered, & new dyussty must be establivhed, How could we

dynusty? There are several evil practices counected with the Triad Seciet;
which I detest; if any new member enter the society, he
devil, und utter thirty-six oaths; a sword is pluced upon
forced to coutribute mouey for the use of the society. Their real object
Lius wow turued very mean aud uuworthy, If we preach the true doctri
- fe

anuch estination, Low much less these bauds of the Triad Society.”

Siu-tshueu afterwards ordered
‘Triad men amoug their number, but such as were willing to
abandon their former practices, aud to receive iustruction in the
true doctrine.

In the autumn of the same year (1851,) he again raised bis
camp, and marched upon the city of Yung-ngan in the eastern part
of Kwaig-si, which ke eutered, king powsession of the tressury
and public granaries. It is reported that tlis city was tuken in
the following wawuer : Te iusurgents advanced quickly t the
walls, which are not very bigh, aud by throwing an immense
quuutity of lighted fire-crackers iutw the town, the continued
explosion of which brouglit confusion among the soldiers within
and caused them to retreat, thcy eusily succeeded iu scaling the
walls and entering the city.

Siu-tsi was here i declured Emperor of
the new dynasty called T'hue-ping ‘T'heen-kwoh g % F¢
# Great tranquillity, Heaven’s Kingdom.” The latter two cha~
racters JC [ “ Kingdom of Heaven,” seem according to their
weaning to refer to China, but judging from their position they
may also be the designation of the new Emperor, who selocted
this term from the Holy Scriptures. Siu-tshuen is said to Luve
offered the highest diguity to each one of the other four chiefs,
Fung Yun-sun, Yaug-Siu-tshin, Siau-Chau-kwui, and Wai.
aud only afier they lad declined the acceptance, and declared
theif full submission to his wuthority, he accepted the reign, and
appointed them Kings of the four Quarters.® From this place

- 1 may be sroper hare o sate the plaie of the mforment and e Phends rwarding
Theeo-tah, the. Theonteh
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he sent Ling-Sbili-pak with a force inte Kwang-tung, who how-
ever soon after was defeated by the Mandarin troops at Lo-king,
aud bis forces dispersed, most of the. returning to'Yung-igan.

We bave now followed Hung-Siv-tshuen in his remarkabie
career from the time that he, desponding and sick, was cerried
home from the examination ut Cauton, uutil the period when,
at the head of u numerous arwy of faithful and enthusiastic adhe-
rents, he had possessed himself of the city of Yung-ngan, and was
by bis followers declared Emperor of China. ‘The further course
of the insurgeat army through the different provinces of Kwang-
si, Hu-nan, Hu-peb, Kiang-si, Nguu-hwui, and Kiang-su, where
the old capital of the Empire, Nauking, was taken by thein ou
the 19th of March, 1853, ix alrcady kuown to the public. From
vire books published at Nauking by the insurgents, we fiud that
Hung-Siu-tshuen #E 75 4 is uow called "Ibui-ping-wang
I F I, or King of Great Peace ; Fung-Yun-san 1§ 58 (1]
is culled the Southorn King @ F 5 Yaug-Siu-tshin 85 J5 1§
the Eastern King B o ; Siau-Chau kwui 5§ & 8 the
Western Kiug P 7 ; Wai-chiug % JF the Northern King
db F ; and Suih-wa-khai 77 3 BY the Assican: King ¢
ZE ; we also find Lo-thui-kang %% J il to be Commander
of the Forces at Chin-kiang. A strong division of the insurgent
army duriug the same year made further progress through the
proviuces of Ilo-nwn, Shan-si, and Chil-li, where they encamped
and ook winter quarters at Tub-liu, only seventy Euglish miles
from Pekiug, the capital of the Empire. ‘T'hut they have been
able to Liold this their position for so long a time, proves the great
weakuess of the Imperial Government. In the opening of the
spring the-fute of Peking will probubly be decided. The iusur-
gents seem to have two priucipal objects in view ; namely, to

i Hase e, st sl s i of ot o e v o
o tr caied Tt Macong. frous ths aew Draaty oo
he Hakkas

Ping-ws
Tovomis b o Mankios (1 Aprh sk 7t (0 Tisonteh wh  nias 3
oaly by
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subvert the Tsing dynasty, sbolish idolatry, and to establish the
T'hai-ping dynasty with the worship of the true God. By taking
Nanking and fortifying their position there, they have com-
menced the foundation of a new dynasty, but the existence of
the I"hai-ping can only be acknowledged upon the ceasing of
the Tsing dynasty. 'Thiis will in asgfeat measure be effected by
the_fall of the Manchoo capital, by which the power of the Im-
perial Government will be crushed, and the last feeble tie be-
tween this government and the Chinese people severed.

11. PERSECUTION IN KWANG.TUNG—IMPRISONMENT
OF FUNG-YUN-SAN'S FAMILY—DEFEAT AT PAD-
DY-HILL—HUNG.JIN'S ESCAPE.

It has been stated above, that Hung-Siu-tshuen, while e was

encamped at the market town in Kwang-si in 1851, sent mes.

sages to the relatives and adherents of himself and Fung-Yun.
éan to join his army in Kwang-si. The year before, when Siu.
tshuen had called his own nearer relatives, Hung-Jin had been
detained from going with them by Lis friends at Clear-far; he
was still engaged as a teacher ‘This time, 1851, he started on
the journey with about fifty fricnds and relatives of the two
chiefs. Upon their arrival at Tsin-chau, they heard that the
. worshippers of God had raised their camp and marched away, and
that the Mundarins were seizing and cruelly murdering all cone
nected with the God-worshippers.  Hung-Jin now ordered forty
and’sdd of his friends to return to K wang-tung, while he with
three of the party endeavoured to penetrate deeper into the
country, and if possible reach the army of the God-worshippers.

Fearing to full into the hands of the Mandarins, who had ordered

a severe seizure of all vagrants and suspected persons, Hung-Jin

changed his fumily name to that of Heu, and found himself snder

necessity to desist from the attempt to reach his friends jn

Kwang-si. - Upon lis journey home, he met with several per-

sons, who were really of the Heu clan. One rich man of this

name entertained- him for & whole month at his house, and when

Hung left, gave bim eight strings of cash, forty pounds of rice,

and five pounds of pork, under the impression that he was assist..

ing a poor distressed scholar of his own clan. When Hung
reached Hwahien, the fact of Siu-tshuen and Yun-san having
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raised an insurrection in Kwang-si was already known to the
Mandarins of this province. A police force had arrived at the
place, seized people, demolished the ancestral tombs, and were
extorting money from the inhabitants. Hung-Jin not being safe
at home, went to live with bis friends at Clear-far. Fung-Yun-
san's incle, mother, younger brother, and youngest son, were
taken and put in prison. His wife and two other sons succeeded
in escaping, and found refuge with their friends in other districts.
They thus also came to Clear-far, and after consulting their
friends, who willingly made a collection for their travelling ex-
penses, the eldest son with the nephew of Yun-san, again in
company with Hung-Jin, set out for Kwang-si. Here they
found the vigilance and rigid inquiries of th¢ Mandarins still
more severe than the time before, and once more they were
obliged to return to Kwang-tung. 1In the meantime Yun-san's
wife lived concealed at Paddy-hill until her hiding-place was
made known to the policemen by a man of the name Wang,
who told them where he Lad scen her. She tried again to flee,
but the Mandarin servants being close upon her, she was obliged
to hide herself in n small house on the wayside, entreating the
inmates not to reveal her presence to her pursuers. This they
promised, and she had nearly eseaped from the hands of the
Mandarins, but unfortunately a beggar woman lad seen her
enter the house, and upon receiving a few dollars from the
policemen, she pointed it out to them. The fugitive was then
taken and brought to Cnnton, where she with other members of
Yun-san’s family still remain in prison. The uncle is however
reported to have died there. The eldest son, with his cousin
and Hung-Jin, again attempted to enter Kwang-si, but could
not succeed. Many of their friends in Kwang-tung, incensed
at the extortion and severe oppression of the Mandarins. were
Yeady to oppose the policemen, and liberate Fung-Yun-san's
family, but some of the principal leaders being of o different
opinion, the matter was dropped for that time. In the beginning
of 1852, Kiang-Liung-chong, the usual messenger of Hung-Siu-
tshuen to his relatives in Kwang-tung, again arrived with Jotters
calling all the faithful adherents of the several clans fo join his
army in Kwang-si at the city of Yuugngan. The Mandarins
seemed to be aware of and dread the growing power of the in-
surgents. They in a great meusure relaxed their severity in
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persecuting tlie kindred of the two chiefs, and they even released
fram prison an 8ld uncle of Siu-ishuen, about seventy-two years
of age. The adherents of Siu-tshuen well knew that they had
1o merey (o expect from the side of the Government, and think-
ing the present moment favourable to act, upon the adviee of
Kiang ‘in accordance with the letter received from Hung-Sin-
tshuen, they resolved to gather all their friends together, und
fixed upon Paddy-hill as the place of -assemblage. It appears
that Kiang-Litng-chong wlio had been witness to the continued
success of the insurgents in Kwang-si, had grown téo bold and
careless. He expected the same result here in Kwang-tung,
without similar means and resources, and ncted without precau-
tion, thus involving Limself and friends in grievous disasters.
Before the day appointed for general meetig had arrived, along
with * Heaven Cock,” “ Cap Right High,” and others of their
kindred clans, in all about two hundred men, wholly unaccustom-
ed to fighting, he raised the standard of insurrection, with the
motto, “Tn obedience of Heaven.” As soon as this was done,
their act was reported to the district magistrate by people en the
spot, and a consideruble force of soldiers was sent against them.
The insurgents went boldly to the fight, but being few and in-
experienced, they were soon thrown into disorder. Kinng-
Linng-chong with about six others, fel! during the action, a
considernble number were taken eaptive by the traops, and the
restdispersed.  Alljs lost !" cried Cap, who still faught bravely
at the side of Heaven Cock, and taking advantage of a.thick fog
descending from the mountains, they made their escape into the
woods. - Here they met with Fung-A-shu, the nephew of Yun-
san, and a few others of their friends. They were now obliged
to leave their native district, and seek refuge among their friends,
or try to get their support in some manner far away from the
place of their nativity. ‘The villige of Paddy-hill was burnt to
the ground, the fields confiscated, and made the property of the
Mandarins.

Hung-Jin with about a dozen men arrived at Paddy-hill just
after the defeat, without knowing anything about this aceident.
He and all his' companions were taken by the peaple of the
neighbourhood, and with their arms tied behind, thev were shut
np in a honse to be afterwards dclivered over to the Mandaring
and beheaded. The prisoners murmured against 1Tung.
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who had brought upon them this calamity by exhorting them to
Jjoin him in an undertaking, the resuit of which was quite the
contrary to their expectation. Hung-Jin, lively and -enthusiastic,
desirous to lead his friends to honour and to glory, now sat
down in the midst of them in deep sorrow and despair, and
would gladly have given his own life to save those whom he had
brought with him into distress. Feeling the cord wherewith
his hands were tied together give way a little, after some effort
e got them free, and proceeded to unloose those of his friends
who where accessible, and succeeded in liberating. six of his
companions from their bonds. After it had become dark, they
opened the door, and in the rainy night hastened away to the
mountains. Hung-Jin, whose liveliest hbpes so suddenly had
been frustrated, who had drawn upon himself the hatred and
revenge of the relatives of so many involved in the present
disaster, who had no place of refuge left to himself, now felt his
own guilt and despair too hard to bear. He therefore unloosed
his girdle and was going to strangle himself, when one of the
ves came up to him. Hung said, ** Try to escape and save
your life, I will put an end to my existence in this place.” The
other then seized his hand, and drew him forward, exhorting him
to continue his flight in company with him, which Le did. The
next day, when Hung awoke from a short rest in the bush, he
missed his companion. He now prayed to God the heavenly
Father to spare bis life and protect him amidst so many dangers.
During the day time he lay concealed in the bush, and during
the night he went on. Once the people in search of fugitives
passed very close by him, without observing him. Finally, after
having passed four days aud four nights without any food in the
mountains, he in a very exhausted state arrived at the house of
some near relatives. Here he was concealed six days in a
mountain cavern, and afterwarde his relatives gave him some
money, with which he went on board a passage-boat to go to
another district, and seek refuge with more distant relatives of
the Hung clan. But even among these, new trials awaited him ;
for also from their place a few of the Hung clan had gone to
Paddy-hill, whose further fate was unknown. Some of the re-
Intives of those missing were now inclined to revenge the sup-
posed death of their brethrer, and deliver Hung-Jin to the
Mandarins, but an old venerable headman took him under his
»
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protection, saying that it would be very wrong to injure Hung,
when they knew nothing certain about their relatives, who, even
if they had met with misfortune, had gone willingly of their own
accord, without being deceived or enticed by any one. Here-
upon he gave one of his grandsons to Hung-Jin as a guide, and
this young man, being a Christian convert, conducted him to
Hongkong in the end of April, 1852, and introduced him to me.
1 was astonished to hear a person from the interior of China
speak with such interest of, and display so much acquaintance
with, the Christian religion. I liked fo listen to his animated
narratives, about Hung-Siu-tshuen, Fung-Yun-san, and their
followers, though at the time I could form no clear conception
of the whole matter, which then was little kKnown and stift less
believed. He wrote a few sheets of paper, containing a short
uccount of Hung-Siu-tshuen and himself, which I put into my
desk, until I should have further evidence as to their contents.
1 expected that Hung-Jin, who wished to study the Christian
doctrine and he baptized, would remain for some time at Hong-
kong ; but upon my return from a tour of a few weeks to the
mainland, he had departed, as he had no means of support in
this place.

Aficr the defeat at Paddy-hill, A-fong, the eldest son of Fung-
Yun-san, went to Canton and took service with a blacksmith.
The latter was, however, a very bud character, and having had
share in a robbery and open assault, he was with several other
miscreants seized by the Mandarins. Here he endeavoured to
effect his own release by promising to deliver into the hands of
the Mandarins the eldest son of Fung-Yun-san. A-fong was
thus discovered, and brought before the officials, where he how-
ever denied being the son of the rebel chief. The Mandarin
then ordered him to be brought into the presence of his mother,
when the tears of both sufficiently proved the truth of their near
relationship.  A-fong still shares the captivity of his mother and
other relatives at Canton. The blacksmith was beheaded with
the other criminals. The second son of Fung-Yun-san followed
his cousin Fung-A-shu. They had to go through many difficul-
ties, until finally they both found an opportunity to embark witl:
the Rev. L. J. Roberts for Shanghae in the month of July, 1853.
It is supposed that about forty of Hung’s clan were put to death
orf or after the above occurrence ; and that about seventy others
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have been transported to other distant provinces. It is, however,
difficult to know their exact number, and still more so to know
the exact fate of every one separately.

In November, 1853, Hung-Jin, who up to that time bad been
engaged as schoolmaster at some place in the interior, again vi-
sited me. He was still very desirous io be baptized, and seemed
to be sincere in his wish to serve God. He declared himself
willing to leave all matters in the hands of Him, who worketh all
things after the council of His own will, and to seek above all the
kingdom of God and His righteousness. Hung-Jin, with three
of his friends from Clear-far, have since been baptized, and are
still studying the Holy Seriptures, with the hope in the Provi-
dence of God, hereafter to be enabled to instruct their country-
men iu the way of salvation. The utter distress of the informaunt,
his friends and their families, decided me for the publication of this
little volume; and it may add to the satisfaction of the readers to
Kuow, that while they are promoting the sale of the book. they
are also relieving the distress of many who form the subjects of
its pages.
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