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RECENTLY DISCOVERED TAMIL PALM LEAF MANUSCRIPTS IN
HALLE/SAALE,GERMANY

Introduction

The art of writing on the leaves of palm tree (lat. Corypha umbraculifera
or Corypha taliera) had a long history in Tamil Nadu.. As a result every palm
leaf manuscript is to be understood as a historical work accomplished in a
given time and circumstances. This essay deals with the Tamil palm leaf
manuscripts discovered and identified by the author during his research
stay in Germany. The main purpose of the research was to ascertain the
cultural contact between the Germans and the Tamils of the eighteenth
Century in Tranquebar and its vicinity. The Germans were missionaries,
Bartholomaues Ziegenbalg (1682-1719) and Henry Pluetschau (1677-1746),
who were sent by the Danish king Frederick IV (1671-1730) to the small
Danish colony Tranquebar (1619-1845). Their main vocation was to spread
the message of Jesus Christ in Tamil. In this process they mastered Tamil,
Tamil culture and religion. When they sent report on their work in'1707 many
Europeans were interested 1o know more about the Tamii way of iife and
belief. One of their desire was to see the “malabarian paper", i.e. the palm
leaves, that were used by the Tamils to write down their literature. In this
process trom 1707-1740 several palm Jeave manuscnipts were sent to Halle/
Saale in Germany by Ziegenbalg himself and his successors Benjamin
Schultze (1689-1760) and Christopher T. Walter (1699-1741). After almost
250 years they are now discovered, identified and presented to Tamil public.

I. Francke Foundations at Halle/Saale and Tamil Tradition

August Herman Francke (1663-1777), the founder, was a Hebrew
philologist. When he was asked to preach a sermon on ‘faith” he realised
that he did not have the faith. As a result he became a Christian. This
conversion experience made him to devise ways and means of demonstrating
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Christian faith in action. especially by serving the poor and needy. As a
result he built an orphanage. school for free education using mother tongue
(not Latin). By 1701 a large complex known as “the Orphanage Institutes™
emerged! . One year later he considered his Orphanage as a “nursery™ to
grow “useful trees™ that could be planted “in all parts of the world™ to
improve the life of all classes of people. In his Collegium orientale
theologicum (1702) he had students from Greece. Palestine. Arabia, Persia.
England and Russia. This College required language teachers who would
teach the pietistic ideals. The overseas students who were trained Halle by
Francke functioned in their countries as his ambassadors. In this international
set up there was a place for Tamil study and Tamil traditions. Since the
above said missionaries were his former students they sought his spiritual
and financial help for their work in Tranquebar. As the mission reports,
commonly known as Halle Reports were published in Halle from 1710 it
attracted the attention of several readers all over Europe2 . There was a
great desire to get to know the lifestyle of Tamils, their language and culture.

In 1711 Timothy Kudian, a Tamil from Tranquebar, accompanied
Pluetschau on his way to Europe. After being some time in Copenhagen he
reached Halle and stayed there to teach Tamil. In fact several men of fame
like Professor Christian Benedict Michaelis (1680-1764) who was responsible
for the editing and publishing of the Halle Reports, Henry J. Elers (1667-
1728). the printer of the Halle Reporis and a few others were learning Tamil

I For Francke's own narration of his institutions cf. Francke, August Hermann: Die

Fufistapffen des noch lebenden und waltenden hebreichen und getreuen Gottes zur
Beschimung des Unglaubens wnd Stdrckung des Glaubens' durch den Ausfithrhichen
Bericly vom Waysen-Hause Armen-Sehwden und uibriger Armnen Verpfleging zu Glaucha
an Halle wie selbige forigeseizet bif Ostern anno 1701. Halle, In Verlegung des Waysen-

Hauses zu Glaucha, 1701

= These reports on Tamils, their culture, religion, lanpuage and hisiory formed the first

Protestant missionary magazine in German language. Still they are not analysed properly.
Should‘somc scholars would be interested to study the different facets of the reports the
LesedtCit n:wilt wiil surely ficlp 8 recomsuucion of Taii] iiswory, There e mine dge
volumes of this report. The first volume has the following title: Der Konigl. Missionarien
aus Osi-Indien eingesandter Ausfithriichen Berichien - Erster Thedl, von dem Wercke
thres Amtes unter den Hevden, angerichteten Schulen und Gemeinen, ereigneten
Hindernissen und schweren Umstéinden: Beschaffenhent des Malabarischen
Heydenthwums, geflogenen briefflicher Correspondentz und mindlichen Unterredungen
mit selbigen Heyden; des enen Missionarius-Rerse nach Europa, auch ghicklicher
Zurfickkunft in Ost-Indien; und iibrigen Merckwiirdigkerren, so von thren, seit theer
Abreise nach Indien bis zum August des 1716sten Jahres herausgeschrieben t:wd hiervon
vou Zew zu Zew n verschiedenen F ortsetzungen ediret sind. Vom Ersten ausfiihrlichen
Bericht an bis zu dessen 2wolfier Continuarion migerheiier. Nebst einem vollstindigen

Register. Halle, In Verlegung des Waysen-Hauses, MUCCEXXY,
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under Timothy. I'he German interest tor Tamil culture grew in such a way
that Ziegenbalg was asked to prepare a Tamil grammar book using Latin
erammatical structure called Grammatica Damulica® Later on this grammar
became a source book for several Indologists like the poet Frederick Rueckert
(1788-1866. known for his translation ot'Gigégovinda). Moreover Francke
was developing a "Cabinet of natural and artificial things™ from many parts
of the for education of his school children. As such there was a need to get
as many Indian objects as he could to enrich his Cabinet. Some of the paim
leaf documents were originally exhibited in this Cabinet. Likewise many
interested people wanted to see the Tamil manuscripts and understand how
the missionaries used the written medium to accomplish their purpose. From
the very beginning the missionaries sent copies of their Tamil palm leaf
manuscripts and printed materials to Halle. These valuable things of cultural
importance are being preserved well in the Francke Foundation.

Il. Translators and translated works

Most of the documents came from three Germans who worked as
missionaries in Tranquebar and in Chennai. Ziegenbalg was one of the early

Etropeans to write on palm leaves. His observations how the Tamils used to

write on the palm leaves were so real that his reader could make a mental
picture of a Tamil sitting on the tloor cross-legged. keeping the prepared
palm feaf on his left hand and engraving it with an iron stylus held in his
right hand. When he managed to get a printing press and paper in 1712 from
the Society for Promoting Christian Knowledge in London and the fonts
from Halle/Saale he did not use the palm leave manuscripts. So his
manuscripts date from 1707 till 1711. In these manuscripts one could find
several translated portions of the Christian New Testament (TAM 13-22.
32); his first 26 sermons held in the Jerusalem Church built in 1707 (TAM
37:1-79, 67, 86, 94), the first Church songs (TAM 37:151-169), his works on
theology (TAM 36, 85) and religion and his open letters to Tamils (TAM
37:207-220). It is interesting to note that he followed the religious approach
taken by the Siddhas Civavakkiyar and Kapiier.

3 Ziegenbalg, Bartholomaus: Grammatica Damulica, quee per varia paradigmata,

reh;ga.; & necessarium vocabulorum apparatun, viam brevissimam monstral, qua
Ll'ﬂgua Damulica seu Malabarica. que inter Indes Orientales in use est. & hucusque: in
Europa incognita suit, facile desci posit: m Usum eorum qui hoc tempore genfes iltas
ab idolataria ad cultum veri Dei, falutemgque cternam Evangelio Christi perducere
cupiunt: In winere Fuopao, sew in nave Damca. Halle Saxonum, Litteris & impensis
Orphanottopher MD CC X VI, In 1985 this grammar book was reprinted an Halle/Szale
Cf. Martin-Luther-Universitit Halle-Wittenberg Wissenschaftliche Beitrage 1985/44

(I 32), Halle (Saale), 1985.
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Secondly the translations of Benjamin Schultze should be mentioned.
He devoted most of his time in Tranquebar and in Chennai for translation
work. He attempted to translate the Old Testament (TAM 42-48, 50. 53-56).
Apocryphal books (23-31. 33. 51-52). He sent the palmn Jeaf manuscripts to
Halle because he wanted to revise his Tamil translations of the Bible.
Fortunately his wish remained as a dream only. Wherever his translation
agrees fully with Tamil diction it was because of the help he received from
his Tamil helpers such as Peter Malaiappa. Malaiappan was fluent in German
and in English. He had accompanied Ziegenbalg on his voyage to Denmark,
Germnany and England (1714-1716). Even after his return he was helping the
German missionaries in their translation works* . Schultze translated many
German songs into Tamil (TAM 92. 101-102). He wrote polemic works against
the Roman Catholics (TAM 82, 83). He also composed a conversation with
a Telugu person {TAM 91). He was probably the first person to translate the
Anglican Book of Common Praver (TAM 69, 99) into Tamil. His contribution
to Tamil language could be seen in his translations of the works of John
Amndt (1555-1621) and Thomas & Kempis (1380-1471). Amdt’s famous German
devotional literature Trwe Christianity contained four partsS. Schultze
translated them around 1740 into Tamil (TAM 1-4, 57-60), just before he left
Chennai and went to Halle/Saale. It was a monumental achievement.
Moreover he printed the first two parts of this book in 1750 in Halle/Saale$ .
Schultze translated Paracdise Garden” . the second important work of Arndt

7 William Germann (died 1503), the historian of the Tranquebar Mission who had
direct access to analysed the scientific contributions of the Germans to Tamil studies. In
one of his articles he articulted that without the help of Peter Malaiappan the Tamil
translation works of the missionaries would have been poor. Cf, Germann, W.: Die
wissenschaltliche Arbeit unserer alten ‘| amulen-Missionare mit Bericksichtigung neuerer
Leiswungen. In: Missionsnachrichien der ostndischen Missionsanstalt =u Halle. Halle.
1865, pp. 1-27, 53-81 and. 85-119, hier quoted pp. 66 and 99.

I s impossible to ascertain which German text Schultze used for his translation. One
of the texts could have been the following one: Arndt, Johann: Finff Geistreiche
Biicher vom Wahren Christenthum. Leipzig, Joh. Herbord KloB und Joh. Heinrichens
}Vi'.nb_ 1696. (Man library of the Francke Foundation, Call No. 51 F 4). After Schultze
I ewined w HaiieSdaic e may iive cousuied Gie vilowing edidon by Rambach,
which was one of the authoritative texts for the Halle pietists: Rambach, Johann Jacob
[Ed ] Johunn Arnds Gesammelte Kleme Schriften, welche grostentheils bishero rar und
micht mehr u bekommen. viele aber noch gar nicht tiberserzet gewesen [...] nut einer
Historischen Vorrede Herrn Johann Jacob Rambachs, Leipzig und Gérlitz. In der
P;ia‘r:ge}scllcn Buchhandlung, 1736 (Main library of the Francke Foundation, Call No.

6 . 5
> The main libarary (Call No. 32 M 12) and the mission library (Call No. C°70) of the
Francke Foundauon have copies of the printed books

Y Amdt Johann: Paradies-Garitlem, voller C1
gewstresche Gebete i die Seele =u pflant=e
Faber, 1727 (Maw library of the
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wistlichen Tugenden, wie solche Durcit

. Magdeburg, Druckts Christian Lebrecht
Francke Foundation, Call No. 85 G 12).
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(TAM 5.8, 40. 70). During 1749-1950 he printed in Halle/Saale® . In 18th
Century there these two books of Amdt were used in almost all German
Protestant houses. Then he proceeded to translate all the four parts of the
famous Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis? (TAM 6. 7. 9-12, 38, 39,
88). Thus Schultze wanted to present the Tamuls with the very best ot German
devotional literature. His theological works include the four parts of the
Delighiful Biblical Garden by Wolfgang Seberl® (TAM 62, 71-77). The
present author of this essay is unable to ascertain who this Seber was.
except that he was a pastor and was well versed in the writings of the
Church Fathers. The sermons of Benjamin Schultze (TAM 61, 63-66) show
his first attempts to preachi in Tamil. It seems that a Tamil Christian should
have written him these sermons which Schultze must have learnt by heart
and repeated them in the Church.

Thirdly the two Tamil works (TAM 89 and 95) written or translated
by Christopher T. Walter could be mentioned. As a man of his age and
context he was unable to tolerate the Roman Catholics. So he wrote against
them. He also translated the Portuguese Passion History written by John
Earnest Gruendler (died 1720 in Tranquebar). This Passion History was
meant for meditation during the Lenten Season.

Fourthly one could see the work of Tamils. Peter Malaiappa. translated
Wilken's Communion Book (TAM 81). Among these manuscripts there is
an important Tamil work that was aimed to challenge the European Christian

& In 1749 the first two parts were printed with the title Ndéna Mantira Celva
Piirikdvanani. In 1750 the other two parts were also printed. The mission library (Call
No. C:5 a-d) has a copy of these printed books.

? Von Kempen. Thomae: Der Nachfolgung Christi Vier Biicher. nunmehr nach dem
Latewmnischen kxemplar RR. I’1. Henr. Sommalnu und Heriberti Kosweidi é Soc. Jesu
fleissiger dann je vor diesem sambt dem Leben defl gonseeligen Authoris, iibersehen’
verbesseri und vermehret: mit angefidngiem Unterricht und Register. Cllin, Bey Frantz
Metternich/ Buch-Handlern unter gdlden Waagen, 1699. (Main library of the Francke
Foundation, Call No. 14 K 15).

10 Seber, M. Wolfgang: Biblisches Lust-Gdrtiein’ Erseugend die Haupt-Articul Gottlicher
Lehre: in kurzen und wemgen Aphorisnus gleichsam als wn gewisse Beetlen’ verfasset
wnd sonderlich mit den fiirnelnmsten Grundspriichen ind Zeugnissen der H. Schrift
mnt schénen wohlriechenden Blumen eridutert? und bestdtiget durch M. Wolfgang
Sebern/ Superintendenten und Pfarrern in Schieusingerv hernaclmals aber mit denen
.Spriichen der H. Kirchen-Véter vermehret von M. Adamo Fusio. Pfarrern zu Froburg.
samt emer Vorrede Herrn Johann Gerhards: der H. Schrifft D. und Prof. der 1601
Umversudr Jena. Leipzig/ In Verlegung Joh. Friedrich Gleditschens, Anno 1688. (Main
Library of the Francke Foundation, Call No. 25 G 7).
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theologians and invite them for a dialogue. Kanapati Vattiyér (the teacher
*Lord of the group / army of Siva’). who is known in the missionary literature
as Kd.ampali Vattivar (“teacher who sings songs’). was the son of
Ziegenbalg's old Tamil language teacher. Before his conversion he composed
poems on the Small Catechism of Martin Luther, the Ten Commandments.
the Story of Jesus Christ. the Gospel of Muithew, on the Church Hvmn
Book in Tranquebar. He composed these songs before his conversion to
Christian faith. The tradition begun by this leader reached a new height in
the life and work of Vétanayakam Sastiriyar (1774-1864) who could compose
several touching Kirtans (i.e. lyrics) for the Tamil Church. In his palm leaf
manuscript (TAM 87) written in 170911 Kagapati Vattiyar put forth several
questions on the nature and function of gods. heaven, crawling. swimming
and flying creatures and five elements (water. fire, air, matter, ether). His
writing reflects the prevailing world view among the Tamils. Should the
European theologians answer his questions adequately he expected that

many learned Tamils would embrace Christian {zith!2 , Sinceno reply came

11 Propagution of the (Gospel in the East. London, Society for Promoting Christian

Knowledge, 1718, p 30 Ziegenbalg wrote on 19.10 1709: Three days ago we baptised
a Tamul Poet who was with us for three years. “He has been particularly helpful to me
both in purchasing abundance of Malabar Authors. whom he procured for me: and in
geting a competent insight into the Poetry of this Nation, which he himself gave me.
Almost a Quarter of a Year ago, he wrote a Letter. and directed it to all the Leamed in
Germany, together with 608 Questions, treating upon Divinity and Philosophy, wherein
he wanted to have their Determination. | have indeed translated those Questions, but
never coutd be snduced to believe this young hMan would ever embrace i good earnest
our holy Profession; as being too much influenced by [p. 31] the Suggestion of his own
corrupt Reason, which you, know, is apt 1o cast Mists before Peoples” Eyes, and when
it gets the Sway, to adulterate the Simplicity of Christian Faith and Practice. But the
Lord has given a Check to this my Unbelief. [.. Now he is baptised. He] reduc'd the
Catechism and the History of Chnst into Damulian Verse, which at Night, when Business

was over, he would sing with the Children at the Top of the House.”

12 Arcluves of the Francke Foundarion, Palmleaf TAM 87, Leaves 38v-39r. “@uungs
Sorwnnnt. CagelsComams Csafnonss AFEIN UTRE Sugrelees Griew® Cspales
2. paasy GEufnaTaCasns iy gl Foanfe, g B Spataisse Grs Ganssda Guosadp
CufSumsar ofgpiomasa mirsss saa ups 00 §nadp Clmams Csalnarssma GeoarGrogys
Coasaray Lol Fss Cogpolifigranw & garay soa LR SI6BE tiiBoms ¢ Comungane u
Kpeu Caraa® Gap opfi Gous symusdaws SEorsuo Cuns g acouarssr Gsaliams sianeougio
gyt g s nifiaors Gyl guaalsss seL el ans  Faxp e * Qi gysne s
Lpuracsoy o s greso Goggon.” If you, Lords [re. the theologians of Eurape] read
these questions, consider them carefully and answer them accordingly, many of our
great people. scholars and kings of our country wili praise you. Should your answers be
ucceptable to the people of all rehigions many will become ’(’irn'sn'nns. Send me suitable
{lu: pleasamt] answers May the blexsings of the grace of the Lord be with you.
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trom Europe Ziegenbalg himself ventured in 1711 to answer these questions
in his famous work entitled Malabarisches Heidenthun!3 (i.e. Tamil
Society). Ziegenbalg had the joy of baptising Kadapati Vattivar as Christian
Frederick in remembrance of the Danish king who had sent the missionaries
to Tranquebar. Moreover among the palm leat manuscnpts there are some
works of Tamil literature, especially that of Auvaiyar III (TAM 89, 100). In
1735 Walter seems to have sent them to Halle. Among the manuscripts there
is a Stalapura.a of Cidambaram (TAM 80). a story of Citraputra(TAM 78). a
summary of 27 Nak7atras (TAM 79) and a vaishavite work (TAM 98).

lll. Significance of these palm leaf manuscripts

This is a fairly large collection of palm leaf manuscripts that date
back to the first half of the 18th Century that remained unknown to Tamil
public. Almost all of these manuscripts are written i spoken Tamil that was
used in and around Tranquebar. For linguistic study these documents would
be of immense importance. [n like manner these manuscripts could be used
for cross cultural studies. German pietistic devotional texts that had their
original in a particular European mind set, historical context and cultural net
work were translated into Tamil and were presented to Tamils of Bhakti
traditions. It would be a fascinating study to examine how the thoughts and
concepts of the original German works were transferred into Tamil concepts.
One could find out how much agreement is there bétween the two systems
of concepts, and how they were translated, whether there was a loss of
meaning and how these translations have enriched the Tamil cultural heritage.
Furthermore these manuscripts reveal the fact that though the Protestants
rejected the Roman Catholic teachings they borrowed their theological
concepts enshrined in terms such as carvécura. (= skt. Sarva-iSvara,
‘commander of all’) and used them in their writings. The interplay of
relationships between the Roman Catholics and Protestants which showed
in outward hatred, but inward interdependence, needs to be examined. The
various kinds of influence that these Tamil manuscripts had on the Germans
would be-an interesting study. While the Germans were primarily interested
in the meaningful communication of the message of Jesus Christ it would be
arewarding enterprise to verify how their cultural and religious study affected
their perception of Tamil way of life and how they had incorporated their
insights into their main enterprise. On the other hand the writings by Tamils
themselves would be great importance. They were the people who disclosed
the Tamil world of belief and practice to them. As such their ability to learn
European language and to translate literature was enormous. ‘One example
would suftice here:

13 Ziegenbalg. B.: Ziegenbalgs Mai’abarlsciws Heidenthum. (Ed.) William Caland.
Amsterdam 1926.
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“[Leat 1.} “Ausziige aus Padtanattupullei

L{Dademewyo udeamy Thr Unverstdndigen! Wollt ihr den

Ganawrpto rGAPLIEHLD Herrschergott. der alle [acht Himmelsri

WL 508WBS P65 chtungen!? ], 16 Himmel und 14 Welten

Qs9Canderw apLGine durchaus ertiillet und durchdringet
zusammen binden, einwickeln unter
den Arm und

[Leaf 1v] aorma g e agi_iqs nicht ins Hertz nehmen, so erkliret

sassde emeuuiLy smsHe eneuwnrihr laut den hellen Tag zur Finsternis
u Luusene WyQaey sageuy  Thr Béswichter.™13
urssar .

A Tamil by name Naparan translated this poem from Pattanattu-p
Pullai could be summarised in Tamil as follows: “Oh, you fools! As you want
to bind God to your arms and as you are unaware that he who fills all
heavenly directions. 16 heavens and 14 worlds you do not want to accept
him into your hearts. Thus you. evil doers, declare the bright day as the
darkness.” These and other examples demonstrate the genius of the Tamils
three hundred years ago. They could communicate their thought patterns in

a way that the Europeans would understand them. Thus their discernment
drew the attention of others.

{V. Details of the Palmleaf Manuscripts in Halle/Saale, Germany

The author of is essay is grateful to the authorities of the Gurukul’
Lutheran Theological College & Research Institute to grant leave to go to
Halle/Saale to prepare a catalogue of the Tamil palm leaf manuscripts. He is
thankful to the authorities of the Francke Foundation for a scholarship in’
this regard. The original Tamil diction found on the Tamil palm leaf
manuscripts are kept unchanged. These texts are historical and should be
treated as such. Their philological importance would not allow any attempt
to modernise the Tamil diction by introducing long vowels, placing dots of
the consonants to point out the Tamil mey-efuttu, to change the various
spellings involving different Tamil T's, ‘t’s, ‘n’s, “s’, and ‘k’s. The only
meodification introduced is the word separation that would make the reading
easy. The transliteration system is based on the method followed in the
Tumil Lexicon of Madras University (first published 1924- 1934, reprinted in
1982). Using the accompanying German writ] ngs such as diaries and letters
of the missionaries exact date could be ascertained for most of the Tamil

4 The words “eight heavenly
I3 1AM 971

directions™ were nol translated.
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palm leaf manuscripts. The final column shows the number of palm leaves
each manuscripts. The author of this essay would be grateful for any help
and suggestions rendered towards securing these manuscripts as microfilms
from Halle/Saale and doing research using these palm leaf manuscripts. Itis
with this hope that the following details are presented to all interested
persons.

TAM  Tamil Title Transliteration Translator Year Leaves

1 oG EILLIETIT unmaryulla kinstiyd ~ B. Schulize 1736 479

SfespapurasSgienw nattinutaiya
wlawenw @seflurss  makimaiyai telivikak
sremisdn s kanpikkira fidkkannati

, seTenTig. SiHeyenLi atinutaiya mutaldm
wsons Quissssfoe  pottakattile
o wdlmedp - so - atankiyirukkira 42
i Slammmser * atikarankal

2 2_UTERLOW|@TET unmaiyulla kiristiyA B Schultze 1737 769
AfessusunensSeyenw  nattinutaiya
wlewemy Ggefaunss  makimaiyai telivakak
snerisdp @nens kanpikkira fidkkannati
serermg, syflggew  atinutaiya rentdm
Qrem_mo GurausasH@e  postakattile
sl @medp Gue  atanki yirukkira 58
s Panmmsar atikdrankal

3 e emanouarer dfass unmaiyulla kiritti B Schultze 1740 495
Bunengflgent e wienln  yanattin makimatyai
ow Qsefans sremisdn kinpikkira fianak
EHIERE Samemy i knnéti atimutaiya
e w gpsem Guras mutaldm posttakattile
555800 sLnd Gmady atanki yirukkira 42
*se. pSeTTRser atikdrankal

4 o amenouyanar Afiass unmaiyulla kiritti B. Schulize 1737 748
Suregdeye_w wllewn yanattin makimaiyai
aw Opeflams sramdedp kanpikkira fianak
s sememni S knnéti atinutaiya
eyerLw Gyesmo rentdm posttakattile
QurevssasHe ol atanki yirukkira 58
Brsdp atikdrankal
BIfanTmaaT :

5 . @ren wpHn Geme Yust  fiana mantira celva B Schultze 1740 196
awans pfaenw gpgomoplinkavanam
auEIEn usss s Senaratinutaiya mutaldm
agmenLw euflensullen vakuppile pattuk
Lig G Afevssansgss karpanaikalutaiya
Qarss Yerenumsei@a varicaiym patiye
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128

ausfess 3E5515 GQeuww
Qleusmmaen Fuwidy Heurisen
mdmass;

poperw s550TED
Qwse Adlegsgeamsent
Quuuy Ve Qewer Qaugy
Guamdnsfear QuAiGa
Qz10wegds Qanlfas
Cuendmeur Quigps eeuss
ety Quregsssn
dflessgiu Somsy
speratsw [1740] of
iU L - Wy

Quss dbagagetrgent

kiristtavarkaluk kotta
punniyankalile
vattikkart takkatika
ceyya ventina 48
civankal atanki
yirukkutu

nammutaiya B. Schultze 1740
kattarakira2 ycuk
kiristtunétara
yeppat: pin celia
venumenkirattin
perile tomes te
kempis yenkiravar
yelut vaitta fidnp
posttakam kiristtu
pirantu 1740
varutam arpaci
matam 18 téti

75

yecuk kiristtuntarai  B. Schultze 1740 124

Qg Hlen Qeaes Qeuggy yeppati pin cella

Quandpsder GuiiGa
Qsrlvay Qs Qawifag

venumenkirattin
perile tomes te

Quendlpaur Quupd eaups kempis yenkiravar

Esnenn Gurtessssn

e wrSr Qeaeu yrst
e flaen_w
Glresm_no euggLGie

yeluti vaitta mutaldm
iiénp posttakam

fidna mantira celva
punkivanam
atinutaiya rentdm

B. Schultze 1740 135

Sfsgasdy aa spQeusn vakuppile tirittuva

andlp Sisn ssan Lflass
wren imUlureaeun
2imele Qsug penenn
E(GHEATECUD L LISMTE
SEHESTSEALD @I
Qeuesmqen awa [29)
Onsdrmusar oi_md

hmaeg

Quss aflaessinrgamn

Gy Ser Gsaua Qaugmy

GuandmsfHer QuAGe
Ggmoas Qs GamSag
Guenfpeun Qupgd
ags Qram o e
Cunesssan

mikira yeka caru
vecuran dkira pita
cutan paricuttamina
arupiyinavar arulic
ceyta nanmaikaluk
kakavum upakiran
kalukkavum ceyya
ventina 29
tottirankal atanki
yirukkutu

yecuk kiristtu
nétaral yeppati
pin cefla venumen
kirattin penle
tomas te kempis
yenkiravar yeluti
vaitta rentdm fidnp
posttakam

B Schultze 1740 62

SBTE B sy O diadHer



10 Quiaa SflasssenTgen yecuk kiristtunétarai B. Schultze 1740 35
Qg Hen Qsae Geugm yeppati pin cella

Quadipsde GQufCe venumenkirattin
Qsmoas G QswSas perile tomas te
Quendpar Quws eass kempis yenkiravar
Gremr_mo @5remL yelut1 vaitta rentdm
QuragssaL0 fifinp posttakam
n BlogperLLl &BHTTEAD Guiss nammutaiya katta B. Schultze 1741 224

Afessgemgen Quuuy  rékira yecuk kinsttu
Gen Qsewer GaugniGoendlp nataral yeppati pin
sfar QUG QsrOway G cella venumen
Gswnday Quendipen Guepskirattin perile

eSS QPERTILD EHTEL tomes te kempis
QUnags 56 yenkiravar yelut!
vaitta minam fidnp
posttakam
Conclusion

The Tamil palm leaf manuscripts in Halle/Saale are an example of the
negligence of Tamil heritage lying unheeded for nearly three hundred years.
A joint net work is necessary to get at least microfilm copies of these
important documents to us. For this very purpose the Lutheran Heritage
Archives at the Gurukul Lutheran Theological College & Research Institute
at Madras entered into a partnership agreement with the Francke
Foundations at Halle/Saale to depute three research scholars to Halle/Saale
to make a detailed catalogue of these documents. We hope that one day we
could get some important documents as microfilms to Madras. This will
enhance our research projects by bringing out the si gnificance of a neglected
aspect of our heritage. Besides Tamil palm leaf manuscripts there are several
Telugu palm leaf manuscripts mostly by Benjamin Schultze. The author of
this essay discovered them and identified temporarily. In the mission archives
of the Francke Foundation there are about 1500 manuscript files and treaties
pertaining to Tamil Nadu and Tamil Culture during 1706-1845. Several
doctorates could be earned using these basic research materials. The Francke
Foundation is only one place in Europe where there are Tamil palm leaf
manuscripts. The author of this essay discovered about fifty five bundles
of Tamil palm leaf manuscripts in the Royal Library at Copenhagen in Denmark.
There is evidence that there are many till now unknown Tamil palm leaf
manuscripts in the museums of Jerevan in Armenia. All who are proud of
their cultural history will find a challenging task in bringing to light what has
been hitherto neglected and forgotten.

O
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SECTION-1

1: 01 PAPER

The word is derived from the French papier. Through Latin from
Greek papyros.

Papyrus, the paper reed, cyperus papyrus in ancient times
cultivated in delta of Nile in Egypt, where it was used for various purposes
and expecially for as a writing material. This material we call it as paper.

1:02PAPER MANUFACTURE

Paper is the general term used for the substance commonly used
for writing or printing upon or for wrapping : All types of paper are made
from bulps containing vegetable, mineral or man - made fibres, that form of
matted or felted sheet on a screen when moisture is removed. This is how
the paper was manufactured in the olden days.
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1:03HISTORICALDEVELOPMENT

The paper making began from AD 105 when “Tsai Lun” a chinese
court Official, developed the idea of forming a sheet of paper from the
macerated bark of trees, hemp waste, old rags and fish nets. Prior to the
invention of paper, ancient peoples employed many different substances

for recording these thoughts among them papyrus, parchment, and vellum,
cloth, bark, clay tablets and stone.

Formore than 500 years the art of paper making remained in china.
At the beginning of the 7th century AD the art of paper making spread into
Japan. In AD 751 the Arabs occupying samarkand were attacked by the
chinese. The Arab governor by capturing some skilled paper making workers
learnt the art of paper making. eg. Sth century Arabic manuscripts. Following
the caravan routes to Baghdad and Damascus the art of paper making

reached, Egypt in the 10th Century. In the middle of the century the art of
paper making reached, “Spain”, “Italy”.

1:04 PAPER MILLS
Itappeared in the Italy in 1276, and in the France in 1348.

In the second half of the 14th century the use of paper for literary
purpose had become well established in all over western Europe.

Paper was used in England at the beginning of the 14th century,

but not until late in the [5th century did John Tate the first English paper
manufactures, set up a mill in Hertford in U. K. ‘

Ground wood paper made from mechanical and chemical wood
pulps, is claimed to have been produced in the mill of, 1. Augustus. Stan
Wood and William Tower in Maine in 1863 Four years later a ground wood

mill was established in curtisville. In these mills Paper was produced in a
larger scale.

L.05: INTRODUCTION OF PRINTING

Early printing books (the first to be illustrated was ulrich Boner’s

Der Edesteiln printed in 1461 by Albrecht pfister in Bamberg, Germany) with
was full of illustrations not so much for the sake of scientific accuracy as to
produce books that would be attract

Enade possible. It is the result of Renaissance of the 14th century. Presently
its development and progress is varied in nature.

1.06 : WRITING FLUID OR INK

Writing ink usually contain a colourant.
184
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Soluable in water. They Contain small amounts of tannic or gallic
acid for coloured inks various water soluable dyes are used.

Most of the inks are prepared from dye substances. This is used
commonly as the writing fluid or ink. The dye substance used for various
inks will be different depending on ifs colour. But the ink used in the general
elections, which is called as indelible ink contains silver nitrate as main
chemical constituent.

1:07 PRINTING

1t is the mechanical multiplication of text, pictures or designs by
putting printing ink on paper or some other suitably receptive surface.
Broadly speaking, printing encompasses all production and use of printed
matter. There are three main methods of printing. 1) letter press, in which the
image is transferred from a printing surface raised slightly above the body
of the type or printing plate, 2) intaglio, from a design engraved below the
surface of the printing plate, and 3) offset lithography from a fit surface.

Letter press, which was used by the first European printers in the
15th century, is still the commonest method in printing technology. The
perview of this paper is only to highlight the printing as a technology.

1:08 PRINTING PRESS

1t is the machine in which type and illustration images are transferred
to paper by means of printing ink. Printing presses can be classified into
two major groups - 1) flat bed and 2) rotary - according to whether the form
used for printing has a flat or curved surface. Flat bed press can be further
subdivided as platen or cylinder according to whether (flate plate) or a
cylinder is used for impressing the paper against the printing surface.

The scope of this paper restricts only with a description of the

printing press.
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LiprisnesEld @mpareflamas anlsdu crambeasuie eseailé& Qeuig
Gopaunel sargssiuleg Guram wrrsdwir sragdan sar e
auprislulLg. Qremerd srGurd gy flllean Gurg fles ssrrdie
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Srermiasding amanl SmLssg. bAoapus (psdenris LsSrhsene
ellpy eumaumls GeaMssen. LnuSe samu apeid SRIATaEE) & oL 058HEE
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&. @)evL_SHLoeTET 6T
Hflw e UIPSHSIEF &FouIgSHITNHH
SUNPLI LIGLEHEIEVEELPEHLD
SERF ML

) 60 631 1L 6011 61 61T 617
DbHu1 MY O, @160 B 6iT

uHGenpmd pborer® @bHurenaul UL Pgssé STLHD sresé
SETaTT LIS bEIODTETYd Foeliu sopsls urmenTary rélucd
Revawsmeré AsAfaEh srapsaraan: Qbdw eurarbprieib@d. yHuw
euFeTHm) amralp@b euerd GefsE (WHaamW <2, ST I &ET T & 6yLD
eSleniugUeney @HHL iU B auemmsaTTEGL. Bl cﬁ,mmm&mmu umdl
Sifigpad QaieuCs Bé sl Qenrullsn Gpr&aonEd.

BDELT HIpIRIED BHEURTIEISET - afterssin

‘BrHur agarug AAled @pHwuraeiubd. e’ eraTug)
2padAGawflen U 8 wonw Hiaunss Geu agpmpsamemud &DHILLSTGW.
aaCeu AHHu @Ieud HeveRThseT arausnHEGl NNl e Qbdunaiia
oLrdCawfer =8 Qan_furs Hwcw Mifeurssd Gewe(penpaer LiHHw
DTS ey eSlaThah sTemnd. G BpeuamThsed BT aflgieTer
messde o derar. @n miashd A Bigieud B aueTrsmens ClaneL
mrevad (India Office Records Library) srenm Quuidles @wiisd eumHmsy.

CHEUIEIBISal & TEI&ES Ol L 6Dt

B BigIeud yeuemisalan eflanée i LeuamesGu (Catalogue
of the Home Miscellaneous of the India Office Records) @& s @arés
(PSEEOLD LB DienuopgieTerg). srpGeaud anieaey aflé (Samuvel Charles
Hill) eréueugnd By efarss il L euenamrenu o (hauné@Gd uenfl Qasrimsa
Quibmy. &yésndlé Qanamg mbEb Barauss Geut srawrdebil L grd eflaeailun
SQurevt (William Foster) eratueurna @puést Quppg. udeuenaslil L
e aprl (@ efausrrhsmer unflu ShHw DiQleud R EMTRSGE eTargIh
aflenslie: Qaar_aflgieatar @ smaassdpsns: epsGQuUmmmer
Si@Ieuaassre 192786 Qeuefludi L Hereargy.
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devangiusea undu cflems’ aan Asrimstuule Gsambd Genenr
@ad L s9\(mbgy elvdealiLomw GHsgd eflaeflub SHSEUTELLE Swg
pengyenTule) Detteumionm & BEama.

"Ofllesn @A Hieurs g euamhisafian urgariy
SiPuRssHL  Wwse uvlaneraad. L eueTs
sansreafluureyraan eflarmdlu Lren@Qeutey 1884860
preaBuras CsngHeeamad stariul L |, euaTmiGar:
2}, P& GISMLFLINEN i QuUeRTEIG(ETHL. gD, SILIDET bl
QLeuemRsEELED pLYCHIEAW Beauid o emnrl @
eflausnprisdt LDl UbQDE Gy AURTRISE oratgyh
gwaule guhaeuOsdart. CGeaert oerprl@
dleavsnymad aaug @sELOULD oards
T RIG(ETD SeTdhetul L en”

%mn@h e apm () efeuaniiser LpHu Ldeuns Sy euemriser (Home
Miscellaneous Series) sreny senaoli) LU G wrpplucefldme. B)ésmeny
8 47 g e HsEnéeE WL Gb QuImESIISUNID GremLg) BleuiSib 6(HS H1ELD.

Gpetermsale@ Og1Elyl upfu Capuporarnts

682 Lisanseens Qanarm_ 26 seuly oenés o L auenast AT
Si@wbgetarg Ee oL amermitlen yasrnd 46 Léstaatic: 2{ENLD BT 8.
BHH sisauas oy cuerTisaflcn o_aTam_éab DHND I, euewugatlen GlanE s
undiw eflensanisemner eflceliuih SHEUISHL T £L08) (pefgyenyulies GAUNH A eama,

Cuilay srdlsé seugser (Birdwood papers) dwadpHus sbGuead
seug aufiens (East Indies). Qaudasval) enélsé senqsar (Wellesley papers).
Cgibsiv SIS LoDDID HerCaut o Csn@Lyaer (James Cumming and Danvers
Collections). eni’1_iev (Charters). SlAress @b Hu sy euertissenr (French India
Records), Soasea QenLfuren paenriisar, (Factory records). & SlevL_few
a18gé seugser (Fisters Papers) wppd irflud geop <24, CUERTEI ST,
Upsowrer ellenés it L euenemrach, 8T8 B L eueneTaen. saflun
2erusafiuyser ZhBuwenau @S DIYIVE B ouemiisaTTES Sepdenmen,

‘ Cui ey endlss seug sa aramuar &g Gu ey’ (George Bird wood)
STETLIGUTTED 172y LD M

Qaudacvel srdss seaugsar (Wellesley papers) eTenug Qeenenen
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pweu wpseilu L kisaflgyener wrfe o eHsrsdLdlBiy QuPLOLDD
sig srasallen ape SLaMIRGMMEGD. Bésemaw o amrmiad Osngd 457 wed
479 aueny 22 Qan@Haaie) pyanwbgiereaner.

O eav Shdw o 8é Gupeden axmaurs womitb Ess@mnsaan
sanavaugnéu Ggoev sl (James Cumming) uaflunpiiu atasdo. fE5 5
Blués@pisefiLbimba 4000 Lreymée eurmslibupnae Ggie Gesflisar
aTan SienssLLBSetper. womGurenn saGeutey (Danvers Coliection)
caruaurme @ergsatQupn udle elwiuns s1dsé s sdfen
Qsr@uunGL. B allarés i eenearmude 719, 720 i, dw Qs Hecie
Sienbgetatar. £ Ggneiysst s L ey (Charters) SQress @ndwr (French
India) g ees Qsriiunea sy aermsa (Factory Records) erengyn
senaliysalle sumsliLBssliL Heteran.

Sips8pAuwé swuelifanflen Cersanens sianpuilengre) (Examiner’s
Department in the East India) 1804@)é) Qgn@és00unD g, auerriiser. efleTés
it auenenufléd 718.51, g AsTEHle Diewpgieatar. a@fuene salSleveren
s1élgé saugsen (Fisher's Papers) eren siapbsliu@iemer. E& s se
Canganang giapuilas Quuelaars 181480 Hweand QelwuGunm smos
Slileve ( Lhomas Fisher) erenuaupred Llsn@&sUULL SAELD.

Aaasadly srfu gemp LHNID UL 6aTSe I L UM SET.
SHagrd Bl aumerser, seflutt eausiiyser g dwme 6Ehélw
OsnELLssTas srarlLBEane.

BP&dpHus snOUT PR SMSSHET

Brdu igad Saansdle gnssTY TLyd GHUGS
HysdpHus swlual pLeysbmasdupiiv L aETRSTTES Sapfenpen.
mIbmssamGanan 2y, leyser CupQsrarausp@iliu (PSND ,STTRISE
Bsensan sreiu@Eapar. sranpnss Awsipeanns ECi erareILD.

AnSuwredpEb AT sssmiaesteb BaCu Bapbs séerasd
wHgd CUIT GHES HLagME&ET. i pIeTé (Duplex). swesen (Godehen.
(PEbLgy el (Muhammad All). s endll (Chanda Sahib). gpgui gk
(Mujafar Jang). péi gris (Nasir Jang) <, #Cwnrt pLsuly Senss@nio Qad
Depasend sraruu@ddaps’ Qrdonbs werpreflég 1770@e s
Beury QAL s sEeeT? LITSHLTSEL @ s o L6 (Upton) Qswig
QararL o Laugsema’ T18@ spdipraat guuaL iy GGy s Gurié
Aounisamer oHeMssm. smbell pHO LNGSTUL. siard Qaavsd (Col.
Leslie). mgns gye8l (Najab Ali) GurenGpri L QuEiy uddw GALyser?

1. Vol. 93:3 3 Yol. 123 : 5.
2. Vol. 103 -7 4. Yol 143 . 3.
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Camey ey (Hastings). gy sl (Eyre Coote). efar (Wheler), Ggrenadicy
(Francis) GurenGomit 718136 er(pdw Sonenmisser.” 782E60 Qsenanaruiés L
LDHOID LIEHELD. 2_awrey el SODILSS Sl ansT ieft @iy Sy s
Cunt.wrngHui Nepaser® A afl Siruses Brea EroaCpe) ayeCuiul L
S EmeET GUTEHD LD 2),0UemTRISET 2 dTeTa,

srevalensrter @pdw augeonpn Bapsdfaea

554y CQer@dlle 1 wsd 400 amguyeiar UssRSEeN0
SBenLohEeTeT By euerTrussties 1773 seneufl 30 s 1798 &CLruf 15 eueny
Gpdwunelle pe Quip Hepiflac syss QAsriiyseien erlumLuSe
snwaifiesuda sriul Garenan. 558 gag Gs1EHD 1 (psd 605 euenTuerer
ubamaeTla) BenwbsieTer Eeu o uemusaT 1782 (Pee 1790 aueny D\BTGuZ)
wrmgSul Curt reybpg wepAenan® Getert peoLQupp Bepédamars
s1_Qdaper. Beaupmpé sy Hoeudd gpsean SHEMTOTEE Qaner(
@o@maury UL liased CuplaraCeant ulLhsd QunuCsr®
cuyTDOIEDEW UigeTer Urigalileaner maduw QumenLoéi@ Mweurnaemib.

amsSterl Yrtduin @olLaps S Bapsfuyn

I -~

Tatger peiny LslGuDy wefieu . e T QW &N LW e
Bapew Guyer eflgrg-e_5-Qsearer (Siraj-ud-daula) Bleumbe e uselés
aubsnt eSleeliwid Canl_an uSen BFemenolLsmen ausllewiu®sduisen fpeud
A g agnd @eurgy Canugding g arnulent. Yél ygerseanet P& @y
Blaut BiPSs oy, memts S Siautaer Epluguetidena. sCINGWMgW S(meueens
Smdu pluen_s6 LYEss6 gpaud Geurgy Slendeng Cogib wieuitser SNeTig G,
Simagsdned Cowrss BLEGS STULLYBES aureflué FQNESenaT
<,wACawT seupra LweruBhess seneliul Lenr. 756@d anadib Ligrile
(Cassim bazar) Bmhs <4 i&Can ) Lsin_ssrmemy Beutt (ppmiensudl gy _eir
B&G ST eneuLD enal I blaanT, ssssTma Qoufl b PLUMLLUSIXS (PHpsIL
prefler o mdCow g Eppi 11Gré (Drake) wpgn vamsd oy@d ®hs
SUEICWMg e, el misautser CanraGudeiidr BnLOWIIED FI& G S
siple ardisg Metment eyeuiseticn Puwpél -2 §-Csearamedi b
fenpéensdadr < audCaGu (PN bEgl. eutsafls 146 Aenpé anadlgenar
18 By 610 S GITOTEN BiEDUSIS) FeuTs SINLSE) MeuSSETERD. (s s Breys
Qurpg sflsg 23 Guiser WL ECW 2 WKICHIE Sopssnaaun &mﬁu@aﬂﬁrmgg.
Boliaops gurdspsd (Black hole tragedy) aepeapssLLBdain Bé
Q-‘J}W@ﬂ:LMGﬂ ;ﬂ&@ae:ﬂsnu.]u ubBlL &, s17b LSgnaCey Hengha AL sfenmg) erengy
eurenmmr A seir GO Herment.”

CuopeRudie.L awrerhm feweSan
B eueRT RIS 6T 804 g eugy Qongdle 443

3 Vol 153 2. & Vol 17310,

DS QBHw gyeud
"505: 510-514: 546-554 o £y

7ok ad @rudilen Bisu enery 4 g g Qbf LoslGaaseney wgiang. 1974, . 150
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ussmsetle) sreruuBdamnar Seeilouriisaar nh-o s-Cgarana e BLbHs
samenL. &radlh LURIT LHMIL sLESST@es maluplu A&HES. LHDILD
BmlLeons gwr Renéd aargib swaliysalld sealg eflarés o' L cumew
an_(Hélenpg. arenporédifiwt @ilutigeg Cural ymsba) AL é@wb B iflw
SLEMESMET puminsy curanpnedne sfleliss Camnqug fletad
SN TED.

Gup@duuhlL Hewéslsaa adladgasns WiHwé
snanpranyraarts. 1756 sanaufl 3o Cadl spdlr pranflalimbe erupsiiuLL
Sly@haé Higspd. 1756 HGLIUT Begyb Cod Qeanenan fitaunas @ wpeltan
BuaEBTEEnsE AL sqsRsEHD srauubfemen raums.

"(Vol. 804 : 27) pp. 443-505. 510-514, 546-554 papers
concerning the quarrel with Siraj-ud-Daula his capture of
Cossim bazar and Calcutta and the Black hole. (Note :
especially the French evidence in a letter from
Chandranagore dated 13th July 1756 on p. 553 and that in
the letter from the Madras council to the Directors dated
13th October 1756 on pp. 560-561"

arené saly. odenés @i Lamesr GHUEEHDEE

Baupep Coaub Lrnipgarsdeap fowulld BmiLans gwr
Aepsfloow o pdlu@sgatsi® Cag uw 2 ammwsEsd GaellayédBib.
gy - 2.6 - Qgaraneden  Qar@rGard  geneenws auFrpnesneG
SifeSULsHE Qe 568 srameemi eflaThGHaNeT eraugIb ereaaill
LINT&£558 HSTGLD.

&8 (Sati)

sameuen @phsajd waael sLaElOL gD wPSSD
Ampstsang ararpné Aeidungd. G erarpns Geudaw Qéatabdd
LDMySgenTLILT(HD 26T, 2.1 NS ML JOIH CTELG| 2. amento Bapédlad b,
saTensl S UMW D6 & e Blppsey_61 euem wWwenerall
GeniQumppGaell sieusnGud Mphg Bobsrdr aaiLg e Laa ML
FneugeiLtd HaphssUe. CamuQumpCGsell HCErsder wryeaLtiume
Bopsrer aeiuCs ocaTew. LASLOL GQSD GTaEUG LTTET
HapislaGauap Ceaupldme @ enbpdeond anrdGCeauniésgs srenm
usmbesm et &8 (Sati) UPHW U g,eueRTrIGE 274, 540, 541 Spfw
lgn@sisatic sremrCiuBdenper arug Bleuew GHULl_E5885M1G L.
aRSGEEIL16F fvaupenns STCRTEULD

1822 Guo 24@)e Bamol. s (Nizamat Adult) erénueui quRisTaTS A

8. Catalogue, pp. 529-530.
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syaer &pwl L whmib Gl wrananmisetic penL Glubpieumid e L ensi L
gnpauDiiu fidamasiena ieflsgiarami. Seucuhiémaudia) 1820.2pLd 2y c4r([®
597 e LanalenL gmsd Hepphsbesamb. 1821806 654 Aapnstigegd
AU Aearpni? eLesl o gpseundu 1823Qa@ suflsmaudien
S tiuencufle Qeévaupsagas puiis GausrRllwsiy euhismer Sirenbsb 1824
QEOUT 3@ g dnorad Qsten® aupsg.©

Qesaenan rentias sewamws Qewarafa GrdHd eNewesiund
Semaumier (William Blackbume) 1882 erureh 2786 erpBw s10g iléansudie,
$E5ens LoenaT i ik EnlyUudBiu. SieuTsd B weneneliur o L enal L
abluw Bepé Heeneamub @G &erpn.

"William Black Burne Resident to chief secretary Madras
Government 27th April 1802 death of Amirsingh Raj of
Tanjore and death of by Sati two of his widows"11

Siel BmeuenTuih sTHela Wenmuild oL anal enL FpGeuaim_nGoangy
GueiraeT eréGean b sESsMBULD Qurml LB Ssmod QphRdL o pelfletaer
Ca@é wepresd ColBé Qarar.mgubd AuImULESSMOS wrenis
iflertisetien oFanbsdsErés Gerhansd saatlémewuns B@meugmid
oL eisl el gflan aangd Apmiund gpubid Ceusmenenus Guné@eusnE
euafls wmpgiameayd LuaURSseloma Quermih sog ifisamsufa
audlynsHé samdlenmr.

“In this case the sati was absolutely voluntary. The ladies
resisting the entreaties of their nearest relations and also
the threats of officials. Nor was any attempt made by

drugs of any kind to render them insensible to the pain of
the fire"12

ef TR IV S 6T, ohenamma e, L L eTUQ &an&Emer

By sgaws B euemrmusetla) oflewranrliu g,
PUUBSRE GHIES Sy amiiseT (padlu BLib wdsdeipen. Qs1e4 7886
ApadsHus sbCueiudle uaflun Dl Sigeua uemenLw eSlaremm L g
sramuupddimer eubget gndle QUEmLOT ©

D} eRTEET,

9 Vol 540 . 1(pp 1 - 189).
0 Vol 541 . 3 (pp. 373 - 391y
11 Mol 274 - 6 (pp 463 - 479) and see a letter to the editor of i
p 124 dated 16th October 1802 e YOl bl Tk
12 Tbid.
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1728
1753
1763
1769
1771
1773
1773
1773
1774
1760
1773
1782
1783

1725 (s 1783 aueny AéiHus sbluall sifarfisar 2i@iSlu
Spmamser sraTUufddper. srenpTs. efeeflwud erévasien (William Ellis),
eSashub Quodeut (William Megwire), smu_eir gioah Guenetlé; (Capt. Thomas
Unwick), ggnen eréveSler Gpep (John Elwin Wrench), sriein eSleSluid Cooen
(Capt. William Lane). srievsv Geur_iiied (Charles Waters) GurenGpmit

..

21
429-433

437
443
665
673-674

<}, GIGHT SEDET @OSi_eomb.

7S SnGL Copur L UUBSHSEET asrariu@deanper. Seuhenp

Sy

Jonah Ingram
Dawsonne Drake
Josiah Bullock
Thomas Adair

Col, John Wood

Lieut, William Blacker
Ensign Bartholomew vigors
Sanurel Backer

Evance

Major Charles Morgan
Liet, Col, Robert Cay

1, G, Booth

George Cumming

L Tmibsme iflw arerpnéE Qeldsdr Henls685 Hd. sTaprs,

S & FUrs@L @manst SfléGn QoL Guuerer
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TSI HAUTLEEGWD LéssanmisEhs@blaLGu o der
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Sy fan parys@l Sy sosTEsGL Qe Guuyerar

GuUBED™

@pLner oenentt FreRIMD Lsglen aunaril GUUBSD'™®

nsait waent pE5ds Sndlen gUUBSDL!

13, 14. Vol 126: L.
15. Vol. 182 : 8.

16.
17.
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sLen Gan(ss efeapd’® @by pr @ sfsmhss wHgL @mm;l e,
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w5t ieflbgb Qe Gu fapbs 55 S L b, LHmd eanst allée adims
LITLRWISERESE paurd 256 Qeuga? QeCurey semsGur@
Qsr_iuamw mppssersare arorpns Qeidse B Speuarmisafla
Ueshgibd Qundibab sremriL@élempen,

LGOI ST & 6T

arerpn wadlusgad anips @wgtr. Quanrd, Hastms
s@enapt Gurany Lie welreniamen LpHu GHIsET sremriu@enpen.

srenpte, o mAGuuiaEsss aallss ERMEYD QUPRISE L TSy
T BT CrunaT Weien e TupBL sl s staruLBdns® Bésgsb
panL LlswOuL L sl Sruser ereneid s@aUISEDS STiLL e, Hepsnayt
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VANKAM

(A Sea going vessel of Cankam period)

Maritime activity of India in general, and Tamil Nadu in particular is
one of the oldest in the world. Maritime contact of the people of this land
with the ancient civilizations has been proved by a number of excavations
and numismatics. Anthropological evidences and ethnography of crafts'
designs belong to various countries, confirm the same. Further, ancient,
medieval, and modem literature contain itlustrious information about the
maritime activity of the region. Yet, the details that are found in the above
mentioned sources do not have reference to any type of craft's shape,
structure, measurement, and materials used. The various authors, historians,
the geographers, and the foreign visitors to India ignored the importance of
these details that a student of this field is left in darkness, while he attempts
to identify the crafts of Cankam period.

Variety of ancient crafts thimil, otam, kalam, navdy, ampi,
niranimatam, conku, and vankam, and their usage recorded in the Cankam
literature do not provide the details of the structure or the components of
the crafts. Yet, Periplus informs us of two types of Indian crafts, the Cankara
and the Kolandiphonta, with little details about the structure. The first one
was a double canoe - coast line catrier, made by joining two dug-outs, while

the second one is a large sea-going vessel, the kolandia, built with 'prows at
each end', as observed by Pliny.

Cankazn is supposed to be, the Tamil carkatam, the Malayalam
cankaiam and the Kanarese jangala. Cazkatam or the double canoe (shoe
dhono) of the River Gotavari is the existing specimen of cankara.

’ Vankam is a large vessel finds, its place in Cankam Literature,
Vankam means, waves, sea and large sea-going vessel. The Bay of Bengal,
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the eastern sea is known as Varikdla viri kutd in vernacular. This craft must
have been sailing to the south eastern countries across the Bay of Bengal to
reach Java, Cumatra, Burma and Sri Lanka for trade that this craft might be
called a varkam, suggest G. Victor Rajamanickam and S. Artilraj.

The Bay of Bengal was not known to the Cankam Tamils as, Fankak
katal or Varkdla viri kutd. Rather, it was known to them as, Kufa katal,
(kuta = east + katal = sea) the eastern sea. So, naming the vessel after
sailing in the Bay of Bengal may not be apt. The craft was named after
vankam. waves and the craft sailing over the wave is varkam is also not
specific, as all crafts sail over the waves.

These crafis might have been named after the frames, vanku or
vankukkél. Varkam may be the first kind of the frame built craft. Cankam
literature, has references to the sea-going crafts Varkam, built with ribs.
While examining the evolutionary developments in the ship building
techniques leads to argument, if the varkam was a skeleton built (frame-
first) or a shell built (plank-first) vessel. Undoubtedly, the vankam must
have been a plank-first vessel, as the Indian ships belonged to the early
centuries of the Ghristian era were sewn crafts and no iron nalls were-used.
The shell-builf ships must have been strengthened with battens inboard.
The frame built structure of the craft with vasku or vankukkdl is better
applicable because of its specific identity. Narrinai (258 : 8-10) pictures
vankam as ships built with masts and sails.

Apart from the traditional maritime activity of the Tamils, the
colonization ot Java. Cumatra, Bomeo, Bali. Malay Archipelago, etc.. by the
Indians and the associated missionary endeavours of thé Buddhist monks
in these lands provide information to identify the Indian native crafts. Ashoka
the Great, the great Buddhist monarch of India commenced the propaganda
ot Buddhism in the eastern lands in 244 B. C. The ships sailed for the
Southeast Asian countries and farther from the Kalinka and the Orissa coasts,
is still celebrated by the natives. Hornell is of the opinion that the first large
high seagoing ships that were seen by the Malays was the Dravidian ships
of South India. The ancient Indian ships, were the vessels with double
outrigger and had an even prow at stern and stern. This arrangement was of
great usetulness to sail the craft without turning in the rough seas, and by
steering with the help of two quarter paddles. The absence of rudder. is
tavoured by Homell on examining the ship-coins of Andhras dated to the
second and third centuries A. D. and the Boro Budur scenes. The ancient
crafts used by the navigators of Kalinka and Orissa to sail in the high seas
were also of the same type of the ancient crafts of Tamils, i. e.. two masted
outrigger vessel, both bow and stern sharp, with quarter steering paddles
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and without a rudder.

Schoff and Homnell (1920) record a similar type of crafts with two
masts. having pointed prows, planks strengthened with battens and
equipped with a stout outrigger. i. e. the kulld or kullan of the Coromandel
coast. Asa practice, the Tamil mariners unlash the outrigger frame when the
vessel is beached or anchored. Itcan be inferred that the vankam of Cankam
period. kolandiophonta, the craft recorded by Periplus. the kolandia of Pliny,
and the kiella or kullan or kalla-tani observed by Homell, could have been
one and the same type of Indian native craft that is extinct.

[t can be undoubtedly inferred that the sewn, plank-first and frame
built, two or three masted Indian craft rigged by sails and paddles, with

sharp bow and stern without rudder was, the celebrated vessel of Cankam
literature 'the vankam'.
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R. SUBBARAYALU
Senior Deputy Registrar
Tamil University
Thanjavur

A DRAGOMAN'’S DIARY BECOMES
HISTORY

History is the document on the past. Itis written on the basis
of evidences. - The evidences are available in different forms. They
may be inscriptions in bricks, stones and metals or descriptions in
poetry and other literature. The architectural forms and artifacts from
excavations also throw light on history. The letters of pilgrims and
travellers also constitute historical documents. The travel documents
of Fah-Hian and Sung-Yun, the Buddhist pilgrims from China to Ingia
helped the writing of History of India during 518 A.D.

India was a dream country for the people of the west and
every country wanted to have their trade with India. This has resulted
in several voyages and expeditions. The people of India were courteous
to foreigners and welcomed their trade. The local chieftains, who
ruled the smaller states fought within themselves and preferred
foreigners’ intervention. This has resulted in the colonialisation of india
to the western powers.

The colonies in India belonged to the British, French, Danish
and Portughese Governments. The records of the transactions of
these governments and related documents helped the historians in
writing the Indian history during the colonial rule. Butitis astonishing
to see a Dragoman'’s diary becoming history.

When a Government s run in a toreign soil, there is a need tor
the services of translators and interpreters to communicate with the
native people. The governments of British India and French India
appointed such Dragomen who were called ‘Dwibashies’, meaning
the persons who are experts in two languages.

The French Government in Pouduchery appointed Mr.
Anandarangam Pillai as a Dragoman. He had the practice of recording
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the day-to-day official transactions in the form of a diary. This diaryis
the wealth of information on the status of the eighteenth century Tamil
land. This diary was in the form of manuscripts for quite a long time.
Subsequently it was printed in the form of book in eight volumes. This
has become part of history since many of the confidential dealings

which are not available from any other source are found only in this
diary.

The diary of Anandarangam Pillai was not written in chaste
Tamil, because it was not written for the purpose of publication. The
language used in the diary is very much colloquial. The influence of
French language in writing the diary could not be avoided. This area
can very well be investigated by socio-linguistic scholars.

The diary reveals that the history would have changed in Tamil
Nadu, but for the personal rivalry between the Pouduchery Governor
M. Dupliex and the French Naval Captain M. de la Bourdonnais. The
French Council at Pouduchery resolved to capture the Madras city
and has entrusted the task to the Navy under the captainship of M. de
la Bourdonnais. He sought all powers in decision-making. It was
decided to install Mr. De Espremenil as soon as the fort at Madras
was captured and the French flag was hoisted.

The ships had landed at Madras and the fort was captured.
But the decisions of the Council was not implemented. M. de la
Bourdonnais took arbitrary decisions. He did not care for the other
officials. He made an agreement with the English Governor, which
provided the following :- 1. The English people at Madras city will part
with the money, cloth and other wealth to the French army. 2. The
treasure in the Fort will be shared equally between the French and
English. 3. The arms and ammunitions in the Madras Fort will also be
shared equally. 4. The English army will not enter into any war with
the French army in the future. 5. The English Company will pay
eleven thousand Varahans to the French Government for which a Bill
be drawn, payable at Paris. This agreement was enforced by M. de la

Bourdonnais and he informed this to the French Government at
Ppuducher)_r, The objections raised by other officials were ignored by
him. He said that he had the authorisation to take decisions.

' When M. de la Bourdonnais was ready to leave Madras with
all his booty, he came to know that two lakh varahans were buried

under the flag post. He got angry and tomn
imprisoned the En ary out the agreement and

glish Governor Mr. Morse. He took charge of the
fort and handed over it to the French ofticials M. de Esperemgnil. This
30
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turn of event made the French officials and the Pouduchery Governor
M. Dupliex to forget his misdeeds.

However, the ships that left Madras were caught in the storm
and broken into pieces near Kovalam. This has further weakened M.
de |la Bourdonnais. He wrote to the English Company that they have
to pay eleven and halif lakhs Varahans and redeem the Madras fort,
failing which they would not have any claim on the fort in future.

The French and English armies had subsequent encounters.
M. de la Bourdonnais was tried at Paris for his anti-council activities.
If the power struggle between M. de la Bourdonnais and M. Dupliex
was avoided, M. de la Bourdonnais would have captured
Devanampattinam town and thereafter driven out the British people
from South India. The history would have changed its course.

The diary of Anandarangam pillai is unique in nature as it
contains the social, economic and political information of Tamil Nadu
during the eighteenth century. Minute details of customs and habits
of the people are seen in the diary. Incidents of kidnapping of children
and religious conversions without consent are recorded in the diary.
Bribery is found to be prevailing everywhere. The army looted innocent
people in villages. The people could not live peacefully due to frequent
invations. Slavery was also found to exist during the period. Many of
the historical incidents mentioned in the diary are not found in any
other source. Thus, a Dragoman’s diary becomes history - a rare
feature in the historical writing.
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THE KASHMIR PROBLEM AS REVEALED FROM
SARDAR PATEL'S LETTERS

One of the foremost and outstanding personilities of India
who played a prominent role in the national struggle for
Independence and after it, was Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel. He was
a towering personailty equal in stature to Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,
though he had to take the second place because of the Mahatma's
preference for Nehru. But for Sardar Patel, India would have
remained fragmented with hundred of states, big and small, which

were left free to make their choice whether to merge with India or
Pakistan or to remain independent.

Patel dreamt of a united India strong and powerful. He
won over the princes by tact and firmness. Ultimately all the 538

states excepting Kashmir, became a part and parcel of United
India.

He achieved this with the help of his Secretary V. P. Menon,
and it earned for him the well-merited title 'iron man of India' and
'‘Bismarck of India'. But for him, as already said, India would not
have been one. He was a great patriot of the country. He was a
hard-headed realist who did not believe in mere theories but
nqaintained always an objective attitude. His robust realism and
his iron will worked wonders in those early turbulent days after
partstipn. He was a simple person who could lead India with his
rock-like will power. He was a total contrast to Jawaharlal Nehru
who was an aristocrat and a dreamer. Sardar Patel was rooted in
the soil and knew how to win over men. Altpgether his personality
and chgracter were such as to make people say : "Had Sardar
been alive today our country would not have seen such hard days."

In the process of integrating the Princel
y States, Sardar
Patel had to face problems, only in regard to three of them;
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Kashmir, Hyderabad and Junagadh. Of these Hyderabad was
merged with India after a "Police action”, after putting down the
violent Razackers. Junagadh ultimately came to India, But it was
in Kashmir that we had to face a problem created by Pakistan
which continues to remain unsolved even today.

The Maharaja of Kashmir was Hari Singh who wanted to
be independent without joining either india or Pakistan. Itis a
large state strategically placed at the crown of India with Pakistan
to the west, Russia and China to the North, and Tibet in the east.
After independence in (22-10-1947) 5000 tribals of Pakistan along
with Pakistan regular soldiers overran the western part of Kashmir,
while the Maharaj was still dithering about accession in it India.
Quick action by Sardar Patel and by V. P. Menon who rushed to
Srinagar, to make the Maharaja sign, the Instrument Accession
on 26-10-1947 proved to be the beginning of the struggle against
the invaders. The Indian army which entered the fray pushed back
the invaders successfully by great acts of valour back to what is
now called, the Line of Control (LOC). Had the Maharaja signed
the agreement earlier, there would have been no Kashmir problem.
Even afterwards, had not the Prime minister Jawaharlal Nehru taken
the matter to the United Nations Security Council but allowed a
free hand to the army under General Thimmaiah, they could have
taken back Kashmir. In fact, the Pakis were on the run; the army
wanted only a week to complete the operations and to throw the
invaders back into Pakistan but they were overruled by Nehru.

Let us now look at some of the letters of Sardar Patel
concerning the Kashmir situation. The letter of Sardar Patel written
an 05-07-1946 to Mahatma (Gandhi refers tn Sheaik Ahdullah's
internment. The Sardar's letter dated 08-07-1946 is about the ban
on Panditji entering Kashmir. To remove the ban, the letter was
written to Field Marshall Lord Waveli, New Delhi.

In 16-07-1946 Patel wrote to Gandhiji that Wavell said that
the Ruler of Kashmir was getting in touch directly with Pandit Nehru,
fn 17-07-1946 Patel writes to Mahatma Gandhi mentioning the note
of the Kashmir ruler regarding his intention to honour his association
with India.

In 14-08-1948 Patel, speaking on the Commemoration of
the First Anniversary of India's Freedom refers to the many trials
and tribulations undergone by the national leaders and the sacrificed
made by the freedom fighters. He also refered to the fact that
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India acquired Kashmir by lawful means only. He expected danger
from Pakistan soon, Inthe same speech he spoke thus :

“A fighting is going on in Kashmir and the ulcer of
Hyderabad still continues to spread poison in the rest of
India............ ¢

Again he said :

“Three states alone remained outside Junnagadh,
Hyderabad and Kashmir and it was in these three states
that Pakistan found an opportunity to intervene. We wamed
them not to intervene in our domestic matters like thieves
and dacoits, but they did not heed us". '

Pakistan had always'given trouble to india right from the
beginning because of the “Two Nations theory” propounded by M-A.
Jinnah. The leader of the Muslim League. The-nationalist leader
of Kashmir Sheikh Abdullah assured that Kashmir's future lay only
with India, and Kashmir can maintain its individuality onlly if it
acceded to India. if it merged with Pakistan, it will lose its identity.

Thus it may be seen that it was Sardar Patel who was
responsible for the making of a united India by bringing together
the 538 independent states which could have created many
problems if they had been allowed to remain independent or merged
WIﬂ“'l Pakistan, because of contiguity or their muslim population or
their muslim rulers. This earned for him, the title the 'Bismarck of

}ndia' after the great German statesman who unified the Germany
In the 19th century.

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel died in December 1950, But in
the torty months, he was in ottice, he had worked wonders for the
new nation. Had Sardar Patel lived a few more years economic
and social position would have been different, the country would
have been stronger and Kashmir problem would have been settied

long ago. But instead, we are still facin i
_ ’ ; g the potential danger of
war with our neighbour still, because of Kashrr?ir‘
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