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At the ruguest of Captain LE SOURD, Deleg~te of the
Cormissicner of "'»r Crimes at THAXHFYX I was lued to procced
13, 14, 15 Junc 194€ to the exhum~ation of the bodics of
Fr:nch rilitery and civilian personael intcrned At the
nilitary ce2np of THAKHEK. In *hc course of it, 17 bodles
distributed ~ricng four pnits werc e¢xhumed in my prescence
and by ny efforts.

Fror thesc labors I linrve becn able to mal:e the following
stontements of frect from the "DICO0~LEGAL peoint of view,

First, Statec of Conscrvation--The soil being clayey,
deconposition is not conplete. The visceura nnd certnln
ruscul=r rosscs (thishs, buttocks,) ~re not entirely destroyecd,
which cruscs the bodies to rctnin approximntely their pesition
nnd their orisginal rel-tion /to e~ch other/. One body is 1in
course of wnxy dezencrescence and the well-preserve trunk

sho''s no ound.

Scecond, Position--The four pits cxominced werce of very
linited dircnsions, circul=ar ~ud nbout 1.50 mcters in diapeter
by 1.75 neters in dcepth. The bodies were bent and curled up
on each other, thc limbs overlapping ~nd interminglingj; ns @
recsult of this position the discngogerncrit of ceach one ™as very
difficult. Frorm their positions it scclis to me th~t the bodics
vere placed in their pits after denth nndl before the ~nppe~rnnce
of crdnverous rigidity. Threce skulls wore found ncatly
separated froii the trunk indieating a decapitation. 01« body
renains vithout n head in spite of all senrches. For nll the
other bodies tlie heads verce found exsctly in the prolongation
of the cervicnl vertebrae. All the bodies h~ve thelr arns
bound behind the bnck by ~» cord tied to the vnaist or around
the ncek. They h~ve a napkin or handkerchiefs over the cyes.

Third, Strote of the skcleton=--All the skulls ~re the
skclectel stonte. None presents a perforation which could give
rise to the coniceture of a bullet wound nor was there a trnce
of reccent froctures or brurk-throughs.,. The nunierous dentures
pernitted severr~l identificntions to be nade. All apnrrently
had their mouths closed, the c¢~rth found betrcen thelr jaws
has core fro:: the c¢~ving in of the soil.
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shoulder blades. All were intact,

of upper liubs. Hureri, rodi, cubita,
t any trace of froetures. The boncs
vrist were hrrd to locnte.
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All thosc found ~nd oxeninced vere

no & in original French/ Rib /sie/ the s rc

li~ques /1lisc beacs/ of nrsculine sex, without

¢ of frocturc,

Bones of the lowrer licbs., Femora, tibiae, fibulac
vrithout rcecent fractures. All the bonacs of the
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All the bo'ics exhurn«d ) ar n n st~te of ~dvanced
'n the soil =nd

agecomposition idi~ting .iore N one.yeeyr in
prcventing ~ll investig~tio 1to ~hythine cther then the
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lics indicntes thnt the buri~l rust
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lLivredintely ~fter denth.,

decapitated (3 skulls recovered).
1€ 2psolutely intoact state of ~21ll
skeleton renwers very iriprobable

cxceecution by fire ~rms.

not:d th~t the trunk found 1in
11d not prescat any scer of the

served surfacc \ .
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