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Letter from Admiral J, 0. Richardson to Adftiral H. R. Stark
(with enclosures) - 18 September 1940.

25, % 70
CinC File No.
UNITED STATES FLEET
U.S.S5, ENTERPRISE, Flagship
ATR MATL
FERSONAL Honolulu, T. H,
CONFIDENTTAL 18 September 1940,

Dear Betty:

While- the CSecrefary wes on board the ENTERFRISE
he said to me, "Admiral, will you come to Viasuington in
early October wvhiie ycu are on the Fociflic Coast?, T
replied, "I can not ccome to Washington except under crders,
but if Stark wants to see me I supnose I will be ordered."

Just befere leaving Pearl Harvor the Cecretary
said, "Admiral, I wiil talk to Fftark and it is possille that
we may want you to come to Was .ington for a confercnce." I
replied, "I will be glad to come any time I am wanted."

I do not know of any benefit to the Navy that
would accrue from my coming to Washinzton as I fully and
frankly expressed my views to the Secretary on all points
where I felt that such expression might help the Nawy or
the Netion. I 2150 gave him a menaranduam which covers
the more 1wporiant points discussad with him, Nevartheless,
%f you or ihe Secretary went me to come I will be pleased to

O SO.

During the pest six months the Fleet has been
visited by twe Cezrecizries. During the iast visit the
Secretary made a mozt favorable impression uvon the offi-
cers and men of the Fleeuv ord I have frequently neard offi-
cers say, "I hope tret Cclonel Ynox remains as Secretary
regardless of the outcome of the election,”

In the Fleet we did all we could to show both
Secretaries whrt we sre, what we ere docing, and wh:+ we are
thinking. Regsrdless of whether we made a good invression
on the Secrecary I believe thet it would have boosted our
spirits a bit if, upcn his departure, he had sent a dispatch
to the Fleet in theses waters or to Cincus expressing some
apprecirtion of our efforts to show our wares or approtation
of our endeavors to maintain an efficient ¥Fleet. Personally
I feel that the Fleet made a goed impression, and thet a
dispaten would have been sent had the Secretcry been accom-
panied by a competent aide,

Please tell Nimitz that his letter of 30 August
regarding six-yeer enlistments wes delivered to me by the

Secretary's Aide on londey afternoon a few minutes before
the Secretory left the ENTERPRISE and after I hed completed

my serious talks with the Sccretary.
#ith kindest regards and best wishes.
Sincerely,
/a/ J. 0, Richardson

J. 0., RICHLRDSON

Admiral H. R. Stark, U. S, Navy,
Chief of Navel Operations,

Nevy Depertment,

Vashington, D. C.

P. S. As far as I know I have nothing to take up with the

dnlert
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- Letter from Admiral J. 0. Richardson to 4dmiral H. R. Stark
(with enclosures) - 18 September 1940

!

-

Department thzt can noi be handled by correspondence but
if I am wanted in Weshington I am reacy to come on arrival
at San Pedro.

/ §/ Jﬂﬂ

Dofense Note: PS above in “"handwriting,"
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