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U 'S. STRATEZGIC BOMBING SURVEY .
(PACIFIC) - - .
IVIIJJI .ARY ANALYSIS DIVISION

INTERROGATION NO. .520 . . - RSN - Y (0t
DATE: 8 Dec 1945

Division of Origin: Military Aﬁalysis.
Subject: b Japrnese Liaison With Germany.
Personnel Interrogated ond Background of Bach: Major KOBAYASHI, Shige

Born 10 February 1905, In 1940 graduated from the Sendai High
Industrial School (KOTO KOGYO). October 1940 became attached to

the Army Aerial Technicol Deportment (GIJUTSUBU), In Jonuary 1941

he went to Germany as an Army Engineer (RIKUGUN GISHI). Commissioned
in December 1942 while in Germany (Major). Remaincd in Germany until
July of 1945 when he left Germany and arrived. in New York on the 1llth
of July and was sent direct to the Washington camp, On the 25th of
Septcmber he was transferred to the Belford Springs Interment Comp,
Went to Seattle on 16 Novenmber and left there the 23rd of Novcember.

Arrived in Japan on 6 Dccenber at'Uragc. His report will trcecat on his
activitices while in Gecrmaony, |

Interrogeator: . Major John J, Driscoll
Interpret;r: ) Mr, Yaho
'Whgrq;nt;rviewéd:‘ _-Roam 7i2,‘Méiji}Bldé.‘n |

KOBAYASH was in Germany during the entlre war. His job was to
investigate and purchasé aireraft and weapons,.  He glves. cxamplcs.
of the technical- cooneration betwsen Germény: end Japan, and the lack

of very fruitful results. He scemed reluctant to voluntcéer information
He confirmed some dota proviously gathcred in Germany.
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_Tn[ere no drsm,ngs sent? €4y, ey s g O
T gaw “the drr-wn.ngsof 11:, but I d.o not thi’.nk it wes Gver sent

~what wespons did they want from Germeny?

: of a.lrcraft and my mvestlgatlons.

RESTRICTED

When you left for Germany you Were an.Engineer? What rank?

I was an Army Engineer (c¢ivdllan) inasmuch as I was attached to the
Army, but I had no military duties.. I was first commissioned by the
Army while in Germany snd rscswed the ra.nk of Ma.]or. pis 8. W A ARC 5

| Whax were ysur duties when you first went to Germany? |
" My work was' in 1nvest1gat1ng research and d931vn on bomb releaabs.

Did you have anything to do with.the purchass anc 1nvest1gation of

aircraft engines and. weapons? . . FEiedes -
I was connected with the 1nvestigaxlon and acted as assistant inpthe

w_1nvest1gublon and purchase. of.. aircraft. and wespons only.

t -

Whet e'bo_ut the. G-e.rman V-1%.. .._; T’. -' f.;“';
I mad_(_, 1nVeStigatlons 111150 it T L
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'fﬂHow'muCh.informaxion sn the V—l was - sent from Germany‘to Jqun?

; & waSn‘t csnnected ‘directly with thé invastlgatlons on the V-1,

* and did not see the agtual experiments, but I"did see ‘moving pictures
e gl 20 and L think a -slight. amount of informatlon may'haye been scn b
H bux by cable Pk SOREERET MY £ i )
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What items were partlcularly.requssted'B& the Japanesé“ﬂir'stsérl

s ' '
™ .

I made out a bigz report on this in Washington.

When did you finish this report - “what date?
It was probably finished by the 3lst of August of this yeore ..

Was this report (Washi-gton chort) on armcment only or on. aircraft?
My report only GOVCTed.QJ activitiocs: WHile as31st1ng in the purchass

“-Dld you.evsr vlslt Bhslnmettal in August sf 1942?
T yvisitid there many times and probably did visit thcre in thst month.

I can't 'remenber exact dates.

Did you study the electric primer at Rheinmettal?
I purchased the menufacturing rights together with all the drawings,
but whether or not they ever reached Jopan I do not know.

How did you send them?

I think by submarine,

Did you not get o roport as to whether or not they reached Japan?

Did you not make inquiries?

The goods werc shippcd sometime between late in Dccember 1944 and early
January of this ycar., We were forced to leave Berlin shortly after.

I think the goods were shipped in seversl submarines and I feel certain
the submarines were sunk,

What were the goods - just drawings or samples of the caps?
They were the manufacturing rights which we had bought outright.
This included drawings, chemical samples and jigs.

Did the Japanese Air Force contemplate changing over to the electric

primer if they could get the facilities?
I do not know that the Army intended to do that.
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Q.. What is your opinion of-ﬁhat should have. been done? To whet extent
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caliber or a sinm
S

do you think the electric _rimer should have. replaced the percus=ion
srimer?. | Sl s e S , o

I like the electric primer ver, much. The advanteges cre thet in case

of a single en_ine fi_hter, the accurscy of &iming and of synchronizsation
would be: .reater. (It is obious thet in s ite of the develo, ment of the
rociet propelled craft that the, ordinery type of fi_hter would still be
used to a greest extent.) Another adventege of the electric orimer is
that it could be electricall - remote controlled. _£lso, in case where
firin, at e pursuin_ ,isne, zccurate remote control would enzble ou to
avoid shooting your ovn *tail surfaces.

I do not understend why one should shoot ones's own tsil surfaces,
In 2 flexible _un the electric _rimer would be ve ., cdvanta_cous.

~Onlon & bomber or two-sezter fi_hter.

-~ Were ou ever at Braunschwei: at the Luftfehrtforshungsanstslts

Yes, once in December of 1943.

“How meny »eo_le were with rou?

Fifteen or twanty,

What aid _ou sece in Breunscieiy?
Onl, e ui;ment such o  the wind tunnel:.

Did ou see:anr _uns?

NO.
Do you know Hackermsnn?

No.

Drs Breun? : «° SR e | - e V. (e
No.

Dr. Rossmann?

: Nos

B Te Wi Sehmidt?
" Yes: -

¥ LT

Ere you familisr with twe Schrotschosse?
No.

thet do you consider the best Germen sircrsf+ cannon (MG zndii®) for e
sin_le-seated fi_her? 3

I think the MK-102 and the WK-103 would be the best for firing at close
. renges, - | h |

Of the two, which do you thuink is the best? g

I.em not too femilisr with machine guns, so I couid not say; - -
but 1 thin' the 102 would be best for use 1in Jepen, The 103 ammunition
1s too heevy for us. The 108 is 1izht in structure making it suiteble
for the Japanese method of closs rsnve firing. The neaver 103 would

be Joszibly of use in the furute. ‘

Whet about future develo ments? Did Jou neer of eny:Germsh guns with
rates of fire grestly exceeding these tvo, and which were of a lar.e
ilar caliber? Do you know of any aircreft guns having
per minute rate?

=

¢ 1,000 round
No.

Did you ever hesr of Gyro-Steblized guns?
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'YGS_ but not mov1ug plcuures. Rl cuk A e SO

"Were'the Ge“mmns i
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No, I have not seen it. The Germans ver, much disliked to glve any
informetion on eny experimental wea_ons, even with re_ard to gun:' -~
perfected. At first, taey were not too cooperative, but from sbout
the middle of 1943, ,ney betame cooperstive on a lzrge scale snd _eve
information on 21l completed weapons. s

Dic you see Dr. gchmld*'s studies on combat film: analysis?

I visited there with 1C-12 other peo.le and we were not shown much
other 'than the wind tunnel for investi_stion of ballistics, and encther

“tunnel for the investigation of firin_ undzr low pressure. We did not

"receive much detailed 1nformat10n,

Did you_see the balllSt¢P|JnOTO raahs thev m"de?

ll..._.,.,‘ i
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From.what I Zave “athered,‘yhu'knéw?mééﬁ'abddt“fﬁé”ﬁéﬁ*e”?dﬁb'f““

Jone e¢se.. L vouic like to kmow when you sterted your experiments?
wase are bombs which are towsd and ofhdrs whlch are PPlPP%Pd mlfh i
sarachutes, The basic ices wasn't my inverntion. ' - :

Wose wag 1t? g e ! 4 GRS ;
re n

The basic ides came from Genersl W/54KT, 4 e i R =

yh-lﬂ .t ‘)r-._; k.

Before 1 mun+ to Germe: 7 (three or four _eszrs before that time):
Did ;ou not work under MASLHKI on the Cable Bomb?w - - .0 .

From the first c¢rte of my em_loyment with the Army, almost my entire
wors was in the Qb“elO“m nt of these tyses of bombs; but the
theoretical side of the work was done by Colonel MIDZUTZNT who I
heerd had lster committed suicide. - ‘

What work did the Germcns do on this Cable Bomb? What tybéwéf’bOmb
did the use? s

I .ould say that I heerd the; used something like the TO Bomb, that
knowledge being gained ﬁﬁrougn the newsoapers in Switzerland ih 1944
As to the Parachute Bomb, I wesn't eawrre of its bein_ used in German,
at eall. The Japenesc had made some of the towed bomb 2__ aratus, but
abandoried it because of the ru ture of the cable at on* o 5 swae

and even if it did not ru, ture in hi_h s eeds, it would tend +o trail’ out

too far snd make it uDslugd. I dia not uoopurgtc with the Germemy on
the towea Cable Bomb. ¥ . | ' ‘o e AT e g

”ﬁWhgt did cou thuink the he viest JLmﬁtlcu} bomb th&t could bz used in
Y § t o ' ’ - ) - Yo

(Cablr Romb) ?

i think tﬂe _reatest prubthdl welgnht would be onez KG and flve K

(thin cuble) The eable us.d would be one milligram pieno wire and ohe
and one-half strended vire; secondly, four miligrem stranded wire.

Did you not consider. caIr inx bonb of 50 Wu ano Lbove°'

I had thongnt tHeGrOthLll& of *t Lu“.1+ Was nerI 09vr1pd ou+ '

l
H . .

o) 'Whut were thc most 1nﬂ'.+ant'“1“ﬂr“tt nt“OH (enu HTMcant)
that wd%'reuele& by

the Germang from Jépan du ng tﬂn courue of the war?
I ¥now of nothing ¢s far =5 T was concerned. ‘ .

4s)
h

miiinr’with tle J ﬁiﬂeﬂb dthlomentS +n +ﬂe mO and
'TA Bombs? N .

I think the Jonar&se Zave 1nfovmqt10n to thh uc ?ﬁs énjfhé TifBémb.
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Whe t abﬁut the Parachute wnd Cable Bombs? ~

I do not think =zny information wes _iven the Germsnd on tne Cable

Bomb becsuse it piroved to be 1mprac cticel. As to the erechute Bomb, I
had not heerd that sny informetion:wss sent to Germeny concerning it.

Did they ever esk vou about thes.: anti-bomber wes ons?
In sbout the middle of 1944, I wes approeched unopichHllj by the
ermons to see if Japan dad not some good wea_uons to use in anti-bomber
Oppratlong. I did not have anything I could give them because I had
aeard that the Japanese "hzad experimentally used the Parachute Bomb =nd
had further heard that it wesn't very effective. T had also heard that
the Cable Bomb hed been cbendoned =s it wasn't pre .ctical, so I gave no
przcticel suggestions.

Lid you give eny suggestions at all?
I had no suggestions of any kind to offer the Germans becszuse my main
object in'_oing to Germany wes to look there for something that »m“LHt be

useful for the JLJhnesu, and owin_ to thct I had not the need nor the
chance to et into contact wita *chn k. peosle.

“ho questioconed ou cbout Japrnese uev elo;ments?
Genercl MLRQUAT,

When you left J“pgn walch wea_ons were you told not to divulge to the
Germans? R

I wesn't ¢ pLCl”llu ccutioned not to give swz any szcrets; but
there sre fixed rrmy Regulrtions in force detern ning tYe . Legrep "
secrecy of weatpons &s o hﬁﬁ'ﬁ, “nG as a meaber of the Jopsnese Nation
(thou_ h onl iy & giviliem .m lo"ﬂc of the Army) I felt bounc by those .
Re; uletions. £s an 108t -iw, the TC Boub ves desli_ ned to be used es a
surprise attack weepon, end-I ¢id net nention it. Later, I beceme.
aware thet 1t hsd almost been abanconed.

Dicd you mention the TL Bomb n....,.(fl they asked you & bout Ta JAane
In re_ard to the TA Bowb, I hec hearc. that t1c Jrpanese had kg
given informztion on it to the Ger“mns, so 1 only szid thst the Germans
haG alreacy been informed of it

wes yons?

O
03 m".

Whet wes the German ocoinion of the TE bombi
I have not Qeerd thet the Germrns used the 1ig dea, and have not heard of
any opinicns re sultin_ from Germon experiments with it.

A re you familicr with the Butterfly Bomb?
m

LesaS bomb wrs used by the Germens in 1941 = zinst the Rusiians end efter

thet, I hesrd thst = few bombs were semt to Japan but I do not know if they

evar were us ed.

How much wes this bomb us:d cgeinst xecvy bombers?
It was used ageinst jlenes on zirfields rnd a_zinst merching troops.

How sbout air-to-scir bounbing:

The Germens had intended to usze air-to-2ir bombin_, I think, but I do
not knew if this >len was carried out.

What seor dic they lan Yo use it?
It _robably wes the same ns the time when they asked me if we had any
effective wesn ons for use &gainst bombers (middle of 1944).

RESTRICTED | 570 il
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w. We would like your opinion cn hov effectively the Luftwsffe wes used in
. combating A merican heavy bombers.

‘A. I had no opportunity to get in touch with & source of information

on that subject as the peo_le I contracted were connected with the

nere technical side rather tlgn the tacticel side.

Q. T would like _our o inion on the | Gerﬂmn_JLQHHESu cooperrtlon end

. what results were effected from .it. .. B

A« It did not come u: to ex ectotions becsuse the'tmo countrleo were too
widely senareted, end the CfflCancy of the communicetions betwsen the
two was not gooa, es_eciall - in the wireless communication field.

Also, the pnssa_ betw“en the Lo COuntrles was extrpnel llmlt@g fna
if we wished to nend sempled, we: would meet with _reat alfflpul+le~
r.Tﬁerefore, es eulollg in the. technierl. side, tﬂu coo erntlon butueoh the

0 dia not Jrouuce tnu ex Jecled results.

& Who in Tokyo would be famlllcr vlth the questions you ceunot answer &g
to the wajons exchan_ed? (of those whd were in Germeny with _ou). |

A. Ticre wes no jerson s~301flca¢lj ¢ssi_ned to cooperate-in the exchenge of
wea_ons, and although I .21t I wesn't the man for the job, T .did.not.

a bit of technicel exu1rn . AS I _eid before, there wes no“onﬂ+ab51_ned
to do-this that came back with me. ' '

Qe D& rou not meet envone in Germeny who has' been‘z':1 ned to do +hig
.ob of exchﬁn B ' 5k

A.ﬁ:I did mee+ Some of those reople.

Q. W_o were they? TR P, ¥
A. Colonel Mix (Ooerst Eﬂ&l ‘eer) .. P

& . What Japanese were working with Mix? TRY
i ,.As fer as. the Lrmy wES concernod tie only pe rqon conncuted with: i
Mix was We. Othcrs 1n +ug Newv were

'connucter W1+h ﬁln. _ ¢

Q. Waat Navy men worked with him? . P Pl P A et
A. Lt Comdr X:":LXITL who is in Japsn st this -time.. He, is ¢ real gun -ex.ent.

RESTRICTED s B




PIVISION OF ORIGIN: Nilitary Analysis

RRADQUARYERS
U. 8. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)

MILITARY ANALYSIS DIVISION

PLACEs Tokyeo
DATE : 8 Des 1945

SUBJECTs Japanese Liason With Germany
PERSONNEL INTERROGATED AND BACKGROUND OF EACH: Major KOBAYASHI, Shigeru

Born 10 February 1005. In 1940 greduated from the SENDAX
High Industrial School (KOTO KOGUIO), Oetober 1940 becams
attached to the Army Aerial Technical Department (KOKU DZUBU),
In January 1941 he want to Germany as an Army Engineer
(RIKUGUN GISHI), Commissioned in December 1942 while in Gere
many (Major). Remained in Germeny wmtil July of 1945 when
he left GQermany and arrived in New York om the 1llth of July
and was sent direst to the Washington eamp, On the 25th of
September he was transferred to the Bedford Springs Intern-
ment Camp, Went to Seattle on 16 November and left there
the 23rd of November, Arrived in Japan on 6 December at
Uraga, HKis report will treat on his activities while in

hm.

INTERROGATOR:s Major John J, Driscell

INTERPRETER .ro Yano

WRERE INTEZRVIEWEDs Room 712, Meiji Bldg.

KOBAYASHI wae in during the entire war, NKis job ws
to investigats and purehase airocraft and weapons, He gives ex-
amples of the technical cooperation between Germany and Japan,
and the lack of very fruitful results, HNe seemed reluctant to
volunteer information. He confirmed some data previously




Army a8 I was attached to the Army,
but I had no military duties. I was first commissioned by the Army while
in Germany and received the renk of Hajor,
What were your duties when you first went to Germany?

Ny work was in investigating research and design on boab releases,

Did you have anything to do with the purchase and investigation of
alreraft engines and weapons?

I was connectoed with the investigation and acted as assistant in the
investigation and purchase of airoraft and weapons only,

I wam't connected directly with the investigations on the Vel, and did
not see the actual éxperiments, but I did see moving plotures of 1t
and I think a slight amownt of information may have been sent but by

eable ml’o
Were no drawings sent?

I saw the 4 rawings of it, tut I do not think it was ever sent,

1 made cut a‘big report on this in Washington,

“hen did you finish this report - what date?

It was probubly finished bty the 3lst of Agust of tiis year,

Was thls report (Vashington Report) on armament only or on aireraft?

Ky report only covered ny activities while assisting in the purchase of
aireraft and my invastigations,

Did you over visit Rheinmettal in August of 19427

1 visited there many times and probably did visit there in that month,
I can't remember exact dates,

Bow did you send them?

Did you not get a report as to whether
you not make inquiries?

The goods were shipped sometime between late in Degembe
January of this year, ve were foreed to leave Berlin
think the goods were shipped in several
the submarines were sunk,

RESTRICTED -2+
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That were €0 goods - just drawings or samples of the caps?

They were the manufacturing rights which we had bought outright, This
ineluded drawings, chemical samples and jige.

Did the Japanese Air Force oontemplate changing over to tie electric prie-
mer if they oould get the facilities?

I do not inow that the Army intended to do that,

What is your opinion of what should have been done? To what extent
do you think the elestric primer should have replaced the percussion
primexr?

single engine fighter, the acouracy of aiming and of synchroniszation

A, E like the eletric primer very much, The advantages are that in case of

be greater, (it is ebvious that in spite of the development of

i the rocket propelled eraft that the ordinary type of fighter would still

be used to a great extent,) Another advantage of the elestric primer is
that it could be elestriecally remote controlled, Ailsn, in easas where
firing at a pursuing plene, accurate remote control would emadle you to
aveid shooting your own tall surfaces,

I do not understand why one should shoot one's own tail surfaces,

In a flexible gun the eleotric primer would de vory advantageous, Only
on & bomber or two-seater fighter,

Were you ever at Braunschweig at the Luftfehrtforshungsanstalt?
Yes, cnoe in December of 1943,

How many people were with you?

Fifteen or twenty,

Vhat did you see in Braunschweig?

Only equipment such as the wind tunnel.
Did you see any guns?

No,

Do you know Hackermann?

No,

Dr, Bramn?

No.

Dr, Rossmann?

Ho,

Dr. T W, Sohmidt?

!QS.

Are you familiar with the Schrotschosse?
No,

What do you consider the best German aireraft cannon (MG and HK) for
a single=seated fighter?
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I think the lK-108 and the MK=103 would be the best for firing at close
Tanges.

Of the two, which do you think is the best?

1 am not too familiar with machine guns, so I could not say; but I think
the 108 would be best for use in Japan, The 103 ammmition is too
heavy for us, The 108 is light in making it suitable fer

the Japanese method of elese range firing, The heavier 103 would be pose-
sibly of use in the future,

What about future developments? Did you hear of any German guns with rates
of fire greatly exeeeding these two, and which were of a large

Did you ever hear of Gyro-Stablized guns?

No, I have not seen it. ‘he Gormans very much disliked to give any ine
formation on any experimental weapoms, even with regard to guns perfected,
At first, they were not too cooperative, but from about the middle of
1943, they besame cooperative om a large seale and gave information on
all completed weapons,

Did you see Dr, Schmidt's studies on combat film analysis?

I visisted thore with 10-12 other people and we were not shown much
other than the wind tumnel for investigation of ballisties, and another

tunnel for the investigation of firing under low pressure, %e did not re-
ceive much detailed information,

Did you see the ballistic photographs they nade?
Yes, but not moving pictures,

From what I have gathered, you know more about the Cable Bomb than any=
one else, I would like to know whem you started your experiments?

fhese are bombe which are towed and others which are released with narae
chutes, The basic idea waen't my invention, -

Whose was it?
The basic idea came from Gemeral MASAKI,
What year?

Before I went to Germany (three or fourk s before that time).
Did you not work under KASAKI on the Cable Bomb?

From the {irst date of my employment with the ArHy, alnost my entire
work wag in the development of these ty»:~ o Tombs $ but the theorstical
side of the work was done by Colonel MIDZUTANI who I heard had later
committed suicide,

What work did the Germans do on this Cable Bomb? Vhat type of bomb did
they use?

I would say that I heard they used something like the TO Bomb, that knowe

ledge being gained through the newspapers in Switserland in 1944, 4s to
the Parachute Bomb, I wasn't aware of its being used in Germany at all,

The Japanese had made some of the towed bomb apparatus, but abandoned
it because of the rupture of the cable at any high speed and even if it
did not rupture in high speeds, it would tend to trail out too far and

nake 1t uselees, I did not cooperate with the Germans on the towed Cable
Mbo

RESTRICL:D -4
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What did you think the heaviest practical bomb that eould be used 4in
operation (Cable Bomb)?

I think the greatest practical weight would be one KG and five KG (thin
cable). The cable used would be one millagram piano wire and ome and onee
half stranded wire; secondly, four millagram stranded wire,

Did you not consider carrying a bomb of 50 XG and above?
I had thought theoretically of it, but it was never carried out.

"hat were the most important aireraft weapons(and armament) that was ree-
ceived by the Germans from Japan during the course of the war?

I know of nothing as far as I was conocerned,

Were the Germans familiar with the Japanese developments in the TO and
TA Bombs?

I think the Japanese gave information to the Germans on the Ti Bomb,
What about the Parachute and Cable Bombs?

I do not think any information was given the Germans on the Cable Bomb
because it proved to be impractical, As to the Parachute Bomb, I had
not heard that any informution was sent to Germany concerning it.

Did they ever ask you about these anti-bomber weapons?

In about the middle of 1944, I was approached unofficially by the Germans
to see 1f Japan had not some good weapons to use in antieb-mber operations,
I did not have anything I eould give them because I had heard that the
Japanese had experimentally used the Parachute Bomb and had further heard
that it waen't very effeotive. I had also heard that the Cable Bomb had

been abandoned as it wasn't practical, so I gave no practieal suggestioms,

Did you give any suggestions at all?

I had no suggestions of any kind to offer the Germans because my main
objeot in going to Germany was to look there for something that might
be useful for the Japanese, and owing to that, I had not the need nor
the chence to get into contaet with technical paople,

Who questioned you about the Japanese developments?
General WARQUAT,

When you left Japan which weapons were you told not to divulge to the
Germans?

1 vasn't especially cautioned not to give away any secrets, but there are
fixed Army Regulations in foroce dete the degree of secrecy of weapons
as a vhole, and as a member of the Japansse Naticn (though only a civilian
employee of the Army) I felt bound by those Regulations, As an instance,
the TO Bomb was designed to be used as a surprise attack weapon, and I
did not memntion it, later, I became aware that it had almost been abandoned,

Did you mention the TA Bomd when they asked you about Japanese wveapons?

In regard to the TA Bomb, I had heard that the Japanese had already ziven
information on it to the Germans, so I only paid the Germans al-
ready been informed ofit,

¥hat was the German opinion of the TA Boub?
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Are you familiar with the Butterfly Bomb?

This bomb was us'd by the Germans in 1941 against the ‘ussians and
after that, I heard that a few boibs were sent to Japan but I do not
know if they ever were used,

How much was this bomb used against heavy bombars?
It was used against planes on airfields and against marching troops,
How about aire-to-air bombing?

The Germans had intended to use alreto-air bombing, I think, but I do
not know if this plan was carried out,

What year did they plam to use it?

It probably was the same as the time when they asked me if we had any
effective weapons for use against bombers (miidle of 1944) «

%e would like your opinion on how effectively the Luftwaffe was used in
combating American heavy bombers,

I had no opportunity to get in touch with a source of information on that
subject as the people I contacted were connected with the more techniecal
side rather than the tactical side, |

I would 1ike your opinion on the German=Japanese cooperation and what
results were effected from it, '

It 4id not come up to expectations because the two countries were too
widely spearated, and the efficlency of the commmicatio-ns between the
two was not good, especially in the wireless communications field, Also,
the passage between the two countries was extremely limited and if we
wished to send samples, we would mest with great difficulties, There-

fore, especially in the technical side, the cooperation between the two
d1d not rroduee the expected results,

Who in Tokyo would be familiar with the questions you cannot answer as to
the weapons exchanged? (of those who were in Germany with vou)

There was no person specifically assigned to cooperate in the exchenge
of weapons, and although I felt I wasn't the man for the job, I did de

a bit of technical exchange, As I said before, there was no one assigned
to do this that came back with me,

Did you not meet anyone in Germany who had been assigned to do this job
of exchange?

I did meet csome of those people,
“ho were they?

Colonel Mix (Oberst Engineer).

¥hat Japanese were working with Mix?

the only person connected with Mix was
th him,

"hut Navy men worked with him?
Lt Comdr KAWAKITA who is in Japan st this time. He is a real gun expert,
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DIVISION OF ORIGIN: Military Analysis

SUBJECT:s Japanese Liason With Germany
PERSONNEL INTERROGATED AND BACKGROUND OF EACH: Major KOBAYASHI, Shigeru

Born 10 February 1005, In 1940 graduated from the SENDAI

High Industrial School (KOTO KOGUIO), October 1940 becans

attached to the Army Aerial Techmical Department (KOKU DENRM)T &/ uv5u 1)
anuary 1941 he went to Germany as an Army Engineey /

InJd

(RIKUGUR GISHI), Commissioned in Degember 1942 while in Ger-
many (Major). Remained in Germany wmtil July of 1945 when
he left Germany and arrived in New York on the 1llth of July
and was sent direet to the Washingjon camp, On the 25th of
September he was transferred to the Bedford Springs Interne
ment Camp, Went to Seattle on 16 November and left there

the 23rd of November, Arrived in Jsapan on 6 December at

Uraga., His report will treat on his activities while in
Germany,

INTERROGATOR: MNajor Johm J, Driscoll

INTERPRETERs  Mr, Yano
WHERE INT-RVITUWED: Room 712, Meiji Bldg,
SUMMARY

ROBAYASHI wae in Germamy during the entire war, His job was
to investigate and purchase airoraft and weapons, He gives ex-

amples of the technieal cooperation between Cermany and Japan,

and the lack of very fruitful results, He seemed reluctant teo
volunteer information, He confirmed some data previously
gathered in Germany,
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When you left for Germany you were an Engineer? What rank?

I was an Army Engineer (civilian) inasmuch as I was attached to the
but I had no military duties, I was first commissioned by the Army
in Germany and received the rank of Major,

Army,
while

What were your duties when you first went to Germany?
My work was in investigating research and design on boab releases.

Did you have anything to do with the purchase and investigation of
airoraft engines and weapons?

I was connected with the investigation and acted as assistant in the
investigation and purchase of aireraft and weapons only,

What about the German V-1?

I made investigations into it,

How much information on the V-1l was sent from (ermany to Japan?

I wasn't connected directly with the investigations on the V-1, and did

not see the actual experiments, but I did see moving pietures of it
and I think a slight amount of information may have been sent but by

eable only,
Were no drawings sent?

I saw the drawings of it, but I do not think it was ever semt,

Vhat items were particularly requested by the Japanese Air Force - what
weapons did they want from Germany?

I made out a big report on this in Washington,

When did you finish this report - what date?

It was probubly finished By the 3lst of Agust of this year,

Was this report (Yashington Report) on armament only or om aircraft?

¥y report only covered my activities while assisting in the purchase of
ailreraft and my investigations.

Did you ever visit Rheinmettal in August of 19427

I visited there many tikes and probably did visit there in that month,
I can't remember exact dates,

"

Did you study the elestric primer at Rheinmettal? f

I purchagsed the manufacturing rights together with all the drawings, bm:f
wvhether or not they ever reached Japan I do not know,
How did you send them?

I think by submarine.

Did you not get a report as to whether or not they reached Japan? Did
you not make inquiries?

The goods were shipped sometime between late in December 1944 and early
January of this year, Ve were forced to leave Berlin shortly after, I

think the goods were shipped in several submarines and I feel certain
the submarines were sunk,
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What were 1.6 goods - just drawings or samples of the oap o7

They were the manufacturing rights which we had bought outright, This
inoluded drawings, chemical samples and Jigse.

Did the Japanese Air Foree contemplate changiing over to tls electric prie
mer if they oould get the facilities?

I do not know that the Army intended to do that,

What 4s your opinion of what should have been done? To what extent

do you think the eleetrie primer should have replaced the percussion
primer?

3 like the eletric primer very much, The advantages are that in case of
ghter, the accuracy of aiming and of synchronisation
would be greater, (it is ebvious that in spite of the development of

ithe roeket Propelled eraft that the ordinary type of fighter would still

be used to a great extent,) Another advantage of the elestric primer is
that it could be electrieally remote controlled, Alse, in cases where
firing at a pursuing plane, accurate remote control would ensble you teo
avoid shooting your own tail surfaces.

I do not wnderstand why ome should shoot one's own tail surfaces,

In a flexible gun the eleotrie primer would de very advantageous., Only
on a bomber or two-seater fighter,

Were you over at Braunschweig =t the Luftfahrtforshungsanstalt?
Yes, once in December of 1943,

How many people were with you?

Fifteon or twenty.,

What did you see in Braunaschweig?

Only equipmemnt such as the wind tunnel,
Did you see any guns?

No.

Do you know Hackermann?

No,
Dr,
No,

Dr, Rossmann?

No;

Dro T, W, Sohmidt?
Yos,

Are you familiar with the Schrotschosse?

What do you consider the best German airoraft cannon (MG and MK) for
a single=seated fighter?

o
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I think the MK-108 and the MK=103 would be the best for firing at elose
range.

Of the two, whieh do you think is the best?

I am not too familiar with machine gums, so I eould not say; but I think
the 108 would be best for use in Japan., The 103 ammwmition is too
heavy for us, The 108 is light in structure making it suitable for

the Japanese method of close range firing, The heavier 103 would be pos-
sibly of use in the future, ,

What about future developments? Did yvou hear of any German guns with rates
of fire greatly exeeseding these two, and whigh were of a large caliber

or a sirilar caliber? Do you know of any aireraft guns having a 1,000
rounds per minuté rate?

LDid you ever hear of Gyro=Stablized guns?

No, I have not seen it, Jhe Germans very much disliked to give any ine
formation on any experimental weapons, even with regard to guns perfected,
At first, they were not teo cooperative, tut from about the middle of
1943, they beeame cooperative on a large scale and gave information on

all completed weapons,
Did you see Dr, Schmidt's studies on combat f1ilm analysis?

I visisted there with 10-12 other people and we were not shown much

other than the wind tummel for investigation of ballisties, and another
tunnel for the investigation of firing under low pressure, We did not ree-
ceive much detailed information,

Did you see the ballistie photographs they made?
Ies, but not moving pictures,

From what I have gathered, you know more about the Cable Bomb than any=
one else, I would like to know when you started your experiments?

These are bombs which are towed and others which are released with para=-
chutes. The basic idea wasn't my invention,

Whose was it?

The basic idea came from Gemeral MASAKI,

What year?

Before I went to Germany (three or four:ysars before that time).

- Did you not work under MASAKI on ‘the Cable Bomb?

From the first date of my employment with the Army, almost my entire
work was in the development of these types of bombsy but the theoretieal
side of the work was done by Colonel MIDZUTANI who I heard had later
committed Buicid..

What work did the Cermans do on this Cable Bomb? Vhat type of bomd did
they use?

I would say that I heard they used something like the TO Bomb, that kmowe
ledge being gained through the newspapers inm Switserland in 1944. As to
the Parachute Bomb, I wasn't aware of its being used in Germany at all,
The Japanese had made some of the towed bomb apparatus s but abandoned

it because of the rupture of the sable at any high speed and evem if it
did not rupture in high speeds, it would tend to trail out too far and
make it useless, I did not cooperate with the Germane on the towed Cable
Bomb,

RESTRICT:] o4
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operation (Cable Bomb)?

I think the greatest practieal welght would be one KG and five KG (thin
cable). The eable used would be one millagram piano wire and ome and onee
half stranded wire; secondly, four millagram stranded wire,

D14 you not eonsider carrying a bomb of 50 KG and above?

I had thought theoretically of. it, but it was never carried out,

"hat were the most importamt aireraft weapons(and armament) that was ree
¢eived by the Germans from Japan during the course of the war?

I know of nothing as far as I was concerned,

Were the Germans familiar with the Japanese developments in the TO and
TA Bombs?

I think the Japanese gave information to the Germans on the TA Bomb,
What about the Parachute and Cable Bombs?

1 do not think any information was given the Germans onm the Cable Bomb
because it proved to be impractical, As to the Parachute Bomb, I had

not heard that any informetion was sent to Germany conecerning it,
Did they ever ask you about these anti-bomber weapons?

In about the middle of 1944, I was approached unofficially by the Germans
Lo see if Japan had not some good weapons to use in anti-bomber operatioms,
I did not have anything I could give them because I had heard that the
Japanese had experimentally used the Parachute Bomb and had further heard
that it wasn't very effective, I had also heard that the Cable Bomb had
been abandoned ag it wasn't practical, so I gave no practieal suggestions,

2id you give any suggestions at all?

I had no suggestions of any kind to offer the Germans because ny main
objeet in going to Germany was to look there for something that might
be useful for the Japanese, and owing to that, I had not the need nmor
the chanee to get into econtact with technical people,

Who questioned you about the J apanese developments?
General MARGUAT,

When yvou left Japan which waapons were you told not to divulge to the
Germans?

1 wasn't especially cautioned not to

fixed Army Regulations
as a whole, and
ezployse of the Army ons, 4s an instanoe,

the TO Bomb was designed to be used as a surprise attack weapon, and I

did not mention it, later, I became aware that it had almost been abandoned,

Did you mention the TA Bomb when they asked you about Japanese weapons?

In regard to the TA Bomb, I had heard that the Ja ese had almdg gim
information on it to the Germans, so I only gadd the Germans had ale
ready been informed ofit,
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Are you familiar with the Butterfly Bomb?

This bomdb was us-d by the Germans in 1941 against the ussians and
after that, I heard that a few bombe were sent to Japan but I do not
know if they ever were used,

How much was this bomb used against heavy bombers?
It was used agalnst planes on airfields and against marching troops,
How about air-to-air bombing?

The Germans had intended to use air-to-air bombing, I think, but I do
not know if this plan was ecarried out,

What year did they plan to use it?

It probably was the same as the time when they asked me if we had any
effective weapons for use against bombers (middle of 194%).

We would 1like your opiniom on Low effectively the Luftwaffe was used in
combating American heavy bombers,

I had no opportunity to get in touch with a source of information on that
subject as the people I contacted were sonnected with the more technical
side rather than the tactical side,

I would like your opinion on the Germaned apanese cooperation and what
results were effected from it,

It did not come up to expectations because the two countries were too
widely spearated, and the efficisncy of the commmications between the
two was not good, especially in the wireless communications field, Also,
the passage between the two countries was extremely limited and if we
vished to send samples, we would meet with great difficulties, There-

fore, especially in the technical side, the cooperation betwsen the two
did not produce the expected results,

Who in Tokyo would be familiar with the questions you cannot answer as to
the weapons exchanged? (of those who were in Germany with you)

There was no person spscifically assigned tc cooperate in the exchange
of weapons, and although I felt I wasn't the man for the Job, I did do

a bit of technical exchange, As I said before, there was no one assigned
to do this that ecame back with me.

Did you not meet anyone in Germany who had been assigned to do this job
of exchange? P

1 did meet some of those people.
¥ho were they?

Colonel Mix (Oberst Engineer).

“"hat Japanese were working with Mix?

As far as the Army was concerned, the only person connected with Mix was
me, Others in the NiMy were connected with him,

¥hat Navy men worked with him?
Lt Comdr KAWAKITA who is in Japan at this time, He is a real gum expert,
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