HEADQUARTERS
Us S. STR4TEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC) | |
C/0 POSTMASTER SAN FRANCISCO

INTZRROGATION NO: 207 f ~ PLACE: ‘Tokyo
DATE : 30 Octobcr 1945
TIME : 0900 - 1800 -

Division of Origin: CEC Division
SUBJECT: Inspection of NISHITAMA Plant of ASANO Cement Company s

Pecrsonnel interrocated and background of cach:

le Mr ASANO - ~President of ASANO Cement Co.
2. Mr YAMANONCHI —~ Head of Labor Section
3y Mr Y, TOKIME ~ Production and Plant Enginscr
Mr K. TSUBORI " 4 " "
Mr Y, KOSUGI " " " 1

"here interviewed: NISHITAMA Plant of ASaNO Cement Co',
Interrogator: Capt Rosenblatt

Interpreter: Lt (jg).Holmes

Alliecd Officers %resdnt: None

SUMMARY;

Interview with Prosident and Engincers of NISHITAMA Plant of
ASANO Cement Co:

Full statistics on production, capacity, etc., submittad,
Interrozation on discrepancics betwesen planned and agtual

production, difficulty of obtaining raw materials, ctc,
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Interrogation Nos 207 (cont'd)

INTERROGATION

]
Complct2s records showing (1) planhed and actual production, with ex-

planation of discrepancics, (2) complete listings of demand anq supply of

raw materials, (3)taﬁles sﬂowing quality of raw matearials (45 list showing

cost of cement, (5) 2 tabletof capacity (6) answers to previously submitted

questionnaire were submitted, ‘

Qe 1939 was youf peak proauction years why did production fall of thereafter?

Ae . Primarily becuase our machinerf was imported (Swiss and Danish) and sinée
we could gct no spare, parts, our machinery depreciated, A4lso, the‘
quality of coal declinedlsteadily, particularly}afﬁer 1943, |

Qe Where did your coalrcome from?-i |

4o FUKUSHIMA and HOKKAIDO, FUKUSHIMs is about 300 Km,, distant.

Qe When did lack of coal become acute?

ae In 1943, and until april of 1944 the situation worsencd, 1t improved
slightly in 1944, whc¢n the government took over the railways, ‘

Q. How long did you go without coal?
LAe Sometimes one half month,

Q. How about oth:r raw mat:erials?

Ay We have our own limestone quarry, but pyrite cinder and gypsum had to
be transported about 180 miles by rail, and deliveries were hance
irragular.

&

Then your worst transportation bottlencck vas in getting raw matcrials
to the plant? |

Ay No, shipping cement out to consumers was an ¢ven worse OnNc in thc
sacond quarter of 1943, for exaemple, the transportation bottleneck
prevented our shipping cement out, and as result our storage capacity
was fillecd, and production had to be cut down,

Qe What is your storase capacity?

A, 13,950 tons of cement,

Q. .25 manpower a problem?

Ao From th: beginning of 1944, thc manpower shortage was acute, as
military conscription took skilled workcrs.

Qe Was your plant damaged by bombing?
ie We were bombed and strafed only once — in the summer of 1945 -~ 2nd

production was halted for five (5) hours as a result of the strafing
which cut our power lines,
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