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Entered Nayb College in 1938, Graduated in 1941, Duty en
the cruiser AOBA, November 1941 enter the Navy Offiicers' Air Scheol,
Became a pilet at the end of August 1942, Went to OITA for fight-
er plane combat training, Became a JG L%t Member of 3Q1lst Kokutail
attached to YOKOSUKA Naval Base until June of 44, Flew a Railiden
intercepter, Went te IWO JIMA in May of 1944 where unit was des~-
treyed in June of 1944 by U,>. carrier task force. Returned ty
YOKOSUKA in June. Became squaden leader of FO0lst KOKOTAIL (Shiden)
2 tYOKOSUKA and then went te the Philippines (Clark:Field) the:
first of Eecember 1944, January 1945 went te field seuth of
APPARI, Unit at Clark Field was destroyed and then he returned
to YOIOSUKA where he jeined the Kokutai and became a test pilet,

CRE INTERVIEWED: Rm 238, Meiji Bldg.
__ INTERROGATOR: Maj, J,J.*Driscoll |

* *NTERPRETER: Lt, Richard Sneider
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: o ' SUMMARY - R

Lt, IWASHITA has 1500 hours of flying time, He
cives a relative evaluation of Jap and American air- .
craft based on his combat experience, He alee presented
his *dotés on pending Japanese .Navy develepments, and
- future combat requirements-re aircraft and special equip-
- ment, | 3 | v y &° - T
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INTERROGATION NO, 496 (tﬁt'd) | .S_,TRICTED

Qe Hew mamy cembat heurs de yeu hawe

A« Abeut 108 heurs,

Q Hﬁﬁ*ﬁanyiéﬁobunters? : , , i

A, Abeut 2@ eneounters., I shot dewn ene 'Gruman and one Be29, During
encounters my fighter was always ﬁamaged I hed ne aerial eembat in
the Phillippines.‘r::- !

. _ e -

Qs ~What types of planes did vou engage’

A, I had twe. e=cognters w1th P=38's in the Philllppines. I Wa S on the

_*,, defen51ve both tlmes aﬁ I was att&cking a B 29 formatlon.

Q.: What dld veu think of ‘bhe P-f-38" L e TR

A.' It is. a very'gtod plane, strhng and: maneauverakle, I thlnk the P~38
iq the very'best AmErican.fighter. iy WY Pt gl g =

;A:L, L A 1 .

s What enoeunters did‘you have'with the P-5l's?

A & .. I nevor really fo.ght the P—al as I was gping after the B-BS'S with

g B recket plane, The PH51 has a4’ fast rate .ef ‘elimb, Lyt its maneauver-
ability is net too geed, #f I 'did a ‘Wdlf rell, I ceuld easily aveld
a P+5l1 when it was diving on n , Hawever, its speed is very high,
The big point eof the P-38 is that it is 'much mere. mangguvierable than
the P-ol,

Qe What engagements did yeu have with thﬂ FSF? '

A I met the F6F three times, I think 1t is a very'g;éd plané. Its
maneauverability is fine. But I think the Shiden was 2 better plane
in cembat when it used the cembat flaps (wing flaps). These flaps
were smaller than lqnﬁiné flaps'and were used ‘only ip cembat, The
Shlden.w&s most effectlve when 'in- eperatien at heights up té 6,009
meters, . At hlgﬁcr altftudcs the FGF is better than Japanece planes,
It has 1onbar flrlng'range.’ AR e W -

Qe What ateut the F4U? .

Ay I met the F4U eénce,

A The B<297?

Aq Feur or five times,

Qs Any ether bembers?

L Nene,

Qe The P77

A I.engaged P-47's twice in the Phillippines,

Qe The P-407

ﬁ! ﬂone

O Any etlers?

Ne, ne ethers, Against the B«29's I flew the Shlden the Raiden, the
zere o2 and 62, the Gkke and the Tenrai,
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The Zgpe 52 =nd the Shiden #11.

The Shiden 21, the Zerc 52 and A2, I think'thc Shiden 21 the best, ‘ 'f%
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“hat wrs the best one, of the grouo which vou flew aecainst B-29's?
The modification of thea Shiden Kei (Judy).

"hich did you use zrninst B-24's?

“Yhat did yéu flv when engeging the P-381s?

The same nlenes. | |

hen engagine the P-47's?

The same., The Zoro 52 was the best, The Shiden engine wes bad.

"hich planes did you use against the P-517

The Raiden and Zero 52, Shiden 21 and 1 thlnk the Shiden wss the hest, o
However, I flew the Raiden the most. I never feered the P-31, o

hat did vou fly when engegint the F6F? iz

“lhat did vou use arainst tha FLU? _ e

\

Mo Lo B0,

Namc the three U,S. planes wou think the best - 1n the order you o
rank them, , | ‘ i

I thinlt the P-38 the best, FAF sccond,'and_ﬁbe P-51 third, The P<47
is fourth in mv “Stlm.tlon. |

That wzes tho best ﬁntl-bombbr “rmﬁmﬂnt you ever carricd?

Th & Fireball ®

“hat wes the officisl nome of that  Did vou call it the Fireball® , b
It was the MLRX 3 Bomb (8:NG0: not » rocket shell), It weirhed 60 Ky
lenegth was 30 centimeters And diameter 10 cqhtimeters. The rocket
shell wies diffeent from the Fircshell, ;

How Adocs it differ from the rocket?

The rocket hes 2 flat trajectorv 2nd the sichtineg is much simpler,
Effectiveness of the two is 2bout the same, |

Whyr wagy 1t called the ¥Firebell?
That was whet the Lmerricans celled it,
Fow did vou know thot?

We learned-it from the newspavers before the surrender. e used 1t -
in B-29 attacks and #t Rabaul, - 5

How was it. leunched?
It drcops from the wing of the plane? im i

How manv did wvou carry on one plane?

The Zero carried two -t the beginnine, and &t the end of the wer 5

geppaar Yaur, ' |
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N, How did you aim? How did vou estimetc the elevation? - .
£, Guessed = 150 meters holecht = had 2 three second fuse, . 5
Q. Fow menv attacks did you meke?. 't .
", I used the rockects ceainst the B-29's, | ;
Q. How menv of thase Fireball attacks did you make?.
A.. Ten times et Kvushu, and I uscd the SANGO in fichtine the B-29 1 shot
down in Anril of this ysar, . |
Q. “Vhen did the Navv first use rockets?
A, Leoinst B-29's, we first usad rockets at the beginning of June 1945.
Ds Did wou use rockets for snvthing else?
L. At QKIVA"A we uscad rockets srainst eround taregets and aceinst torpedo
boats,
Q. st model rocket wes that?
L. Tho V/RK 27 (Kawvaku) rocket, the samc onc us>d azainst the'B-29's,
- Q. ot were the tnctics for the rock:t neainst bombers? - :
L. e uscd two ~ ono was. the s#me 2s for the SLNGO ~ the other was &
rear attack, doe Eaalh v 9.0 B 2% T
R, ™hat's tho fuse setting®
L. The richt onc is a 4.5 sccond fusc 2nd the left is L4 scconds, We used
them this wav bectuse thev would cover = bi~ger arca, Firins from be- -
hind the B-29 wes verw d-neerous. The 29 was verv fast ot hieh ~1tli-
tudes rnd we world dive ¢t the o | |
Q. Fow hierh 'did yourstort ‘your dive? bow d AR R e e
A, At sbout 500-1000 moters above the 29.
Q, At whet rango did vou relecse the shell? &
L. About 750 meters for a tei] attack. 1750 meters for a nosc attack.
Q. How did vou sight from ths teil?
A, One ond = half degrees ~hove the torset from the +2il 2nd also one and
s helf degreces from th: front, The sneed of the bomb wes the samre,
(Draws imare of 3-ring sunsizht & B-29's)
0. But rt 1750 meters the 29 lcoks-less than holf the size it zrveers to
be rt 75 meters, How do vou explsin tha seme. sichting nrocess”
| L. e used 1.7 dzerces for this sirhting,
Q. vVirs it difficult with the ordincrv sieht to. estimrte .77
A, Yes, verv difficult,
0, s the sirht modificd?
* Yrs, we hnd ~ new recticle, . - | ' '
LOA=l=- RESTRTCTI)
. | <Ay : St - =




P TR o, Kt P T e DAL L e D ey e o L S B TR R i FE I e o B
SR e R BT e e e B e A2 s i fﬁ‘ “-‘?”*'ff Mo _w S L R e S e
S BN e e e T L S e e m e R ER, S C e 1 '“1. o )

e e g T TN Ay, b Ity B, " ¥ S, [y IR Sr e AR R O AT R T VT _..t:_-*_.'._ B e L (o .r_ § .': .--_
B AT e e e g S T e oy i T R S e N e e e TR .* LS b ..;| ol LS '“-"-_. s A i
- Ll a

ke 2k e e .:'?'!-'-'.'t-.i:'?"".-. v _\_'.',.:_I :,_.;;:: x-‘ ke
Ty e it o s aa.;', "x"-' P r":w\ ey U ‘g "
T, AR iﬁﬁg m ﬁﬁﬁ,ﬁm%@? :g% g *(} .J }**%ac?sm&{ ’*%g;{ B ﬂ_af_;;:.i,;__a.;_k{_: Sl e

p i +H - by Ay - i i v,
gt Do = Rl peln P o el Y, 4
- i 1 " o ' o
s A L e .._,..--‘f.-'f*;.'n s s R YR R T Ry ;
- i

RESTTICT fﬁ?

F

Q. Did it bhrve specinl sizaq rings? - F - e 1

LR AT

-

.. Yes, it was = variable sicht, - =

Q. ™hat wes the number of the sizht? , | -

L. Tvpe # shootine and bombins sight - modificetion #1,

b
]

Q. "as 1t only used for rockets?

f. Llso for reecular firing.

o . Did vou use it for the SANGO 2lso?
5 L, Yss, :
‘%é Q. How manv rines were there in the sicht?

A, One ring.

used in combat? | :

L

Q. Did wvou use this for ordinery machine runs? Vas this t F onlv sight

o Ae JYos, we uszd it for machine guns. e used it in thes Fhilirnines. Used
P this and the modifications of it.
. e

¢. Did thc basic model hrve variable rings?
£, No varisble sight in thz basic model. ™e usod 2 radid range finder, .
k. 0. "hot wes the model nurmber?

L. Tt was just ~n &morimental model, It wes onlv ground tasted and never

ised Iin the =.r,
A, Did wvoun usc anv rodio models 1n combat?
B By

o 0. How successful was this = what nercento~e of attacks were successful”®

A, It wasn't verw successful, ;

o

- N, Out of 10 attacks, how mrny R-29's woere shot down? ' '

A\. Three out of ten. & ' : | : i

Q. "Tera those nose or teil attecks? - - ‘
A. Onc by rose 2ttack: two bv.t~il attack, (These were my own sttacks.,) ;
N, How menv would vOou SAY WS the E!.VE‘-:T‘EE‘..ge'?

A, There were two bombs on one plane, ~nd when shooting, both bombs went - f%
at the same time, -

’ 314
- 0 o L]

N, In the entire Navy Air Force, what wes the nercentase of 29's destroy- b
ed (out of 100)° ;

Ay, I do not know the number,
0. How did your score compere with the others? ‘ o
"t Yost hed threc out of ten,

A
8 %

. het porcenteee of the B-29's were kills end whot percent- re demaged? ,é%
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A. One desttroyed to seven domaged was the cverage, "
N. Would you rnth~r use th~se or rockets?
L. I would r=ther use rockets, They weré the best, There were less |
chences of cscttiné hits with rockats, but they were the best, >3

0. "=t were thg best cvns vou ever corried?
A, 20 mm.,

O. "hich do you think would hrve been better - which would you hove pre-;
ferred?

L, I think & 20 mm is the best in genaral use. I think thet the rate of fire
should be increased to 850,

Q. “hich 20 mm did won use?
A- sze ‘;"(2 S hr-"ﬁ-RK 2.
Q, ™hzst ~bout 20 mm?

., Yes, we used them, but only & 1ittle, e used 70 rounds in the 30 mm
and I think the 30 mm is the bhest,

0. Fow monv rounds 1n each zun?
.Fl. 150‘

.
0. -"het tvpe of mernzine = belt or drum?

L. 150 rounds in ¢ bhelt, |

Q, 'Thicb twne of smmunition did wou use, long or short?
ﬂf Long,

O, “hrt armament did tr~ FAF have, do vou think? !

ii. T think it carried 13 rm cernon., T think.it also carried o 20 mm
cannon,

N, Did wvou hove armor nlate? : S . J
L. Yes, howevar, in normal use, wec took it off ~s it mes 100 heavy.,

QT"' You never flew with :lt into co‘mb:-tt“; vou ::j'Lwa_vs tcok it of f?. '
he Yes, it wes too heavy,

Q. “Then did vou first heve sslf-serlings eascline t- nks? o

L, From the beginnineg of tre war,

. Whrt tme? “Tere thev 21l rubber or rubber-covered aluminum?

.. The cover h=d C0O/2,
Q. Do vou mern thet thas sir smace in the tenk wes CC/27 :

- »

L, WMo, thorc was &-tenk of it carricd in tho fusclrmes, “hen » Fire wes

sterted in the tr-nk, ¢ line fod it into.ths tan% cover ond the fire
wog extinruish~d. This trnk ws onlv copable of beine used one timd;
however, it must bc rep:ir:d after esck use. The gum coverine of our
t~n'-s wasn't <ood; it leecked,
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. 9. %hrt did vov use ofter- £het t, &1 motal¢ - 4 | wREE sy iy Paaermer o :

fe The outside was covarad with qum, '“c only taosted the inside c¢overing,
. Did bombers cvor hlt vou®

.fl.. Yes" " -.

------

0. "hen, where, snd whet kind of bombup? “ i Eak b ' o

________

L, It ws a B-29, I wzs mekine 2 tail attack, —~ =~ Sl Ll TR SRR

R, How far.were you when vou were hit?

'.i'r'r ;

L. ILbont 800 meters. The bomber didn't fire often enough to shoot me down,
Q. The B-29 should hrve shot more times? = * -~ ©- 7 o TR e o H

Lo da8.

-I"' - i 3 I' v . " ® » i » x : i PR

A. How Fsnv ~uns were firine 7t yvou? -+~

fio Only the t-il ~uns.

0. 13 or 20 rm? | e
/.« Frobably 20 mm,

0, How larec holes did they-make in .vour gircfaft?~f~n oy g B 2 g

¢ = T R
.i‘.' O 1 b

: fio, Thew hit tho ﬁnrvlne - 20 mm, L th 1111{ - tha s’qoll NPT]t thr‘ouah the englne
end out throuch the wine leﬁvlnp,“ l:rwc hole, i

"-"'I.".-‘:.
=7 h vy

A Onlv-one-shell-hit'you?:'““f i - B e - ‘:ﬂ b O I

f. Yes, They did not flro 0f+on QhOlﬂh They only fired &t me for & few
S@conds' . : T 7 A & 3 St S P ‘

R. “ere there no othoer B-29's firings ot .vou”

b - ﬂ+trcked . fOrmation of five ond thev all firtd ot ne.

Q, Did you eve attock » homber snd not be fired upon? | el

& . r‘ 3 2 4 i . LB =" ?

fe They 2lwevs fired ft-mes

Q. “That wes the most, successful method of attacking B-29's?

k., The nose attack, coming in from a dive, It wes best to come in'a-
1itt1le low =nd off » little to the 3160. Lrother wav wes to come down

ot about 8@ decrees. from.ﬁbove ~hr1f roll.2nd shoot when on bheck,
The teil attrck was mo-zood = there:wes too much firing from that

section,
'? Q. Did vou ever hit 2 B=2,7
b Ho,
Q. "Whvy not?

i, Our carly warnine redar w=s not good enovgh to warn us of the attedking
bombers. fLlso, the ascorting P-38's were verw strong.

Q. Did vou cver carrv ~nv bombs other then the two mentloned?
A. No, only those two,

e TR IO | ‘ 1967~
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o Q. Ever hear of such » thing as o parachute bomb bocing in use?
Q. Did vou know of the Cablc Bomb? | .
£, Ye heepd of it, but did not use it, a
Q. “het did you think of 1t? %
: A, I shold think thot the #ir resistance would be very sreet and that it ‘ fé
1 would cut down the manezuverabilitv of the aircraft. The chief defect 2
o of it, though, is thkat it wovld ceneble the enemy to find the fichter's 2
range too easily. I think thet bombineg 2nd radar bombs were the best ;E
*way to down B-29's, - I
0. "™Thet do vou think the next best method?
A.. 4 rocket bomb with & redioc ranze finder. ™e also investigrtod the
"death rev" which would ston the cenmines. I heve these notes I heve
mede as to how to combet planes in the future, | -
- (1) Electricel renege finder in plane, ek -
i (2) Redio bomb from plenc. ‘ ;
g (3) Chemical substence (powder) which would stop encinc,
. Powder wonld be dropped on it,
. Q. "Th~t were the proposcd ~ircr~ft dev >lopments?
v (1) To increase the porformance of fizhters.
(2) To increase the high altitude vcrformance of the encine, g
(3) To substitute pure algohol for sasoline, | | 4
(L) To supcrcherge the engine in two stages, “ \ ;
(5) To incresse the mrnetuveresbility ~nd to use combat flaps
(on Rennu), (I trink the Rempu is the best Jerencse Navy airvlene
~nd I think it is the best combot ~irplane in the world,) |
(6) To increrse the rote of climb of fishters.
(7) To incrense the high ~ltitude merformsnce of bombers.
() To incresse the use of rrdar on fighters,
(o) Impnrove speci~l bombings ~ceinst bombers, |
f (10) Rocket cevelopment (this wrs in 2 rougzh stree 2nd personnel were
g not sufficientlv trained to devclop this Drowv“m.)
(11) Protect the nilot ~~ninst eravity, (I used # G-Suit, but it w.sn't
sood., ) '
(12) Insta2ll mirrors in ordor to sce behind,
- (13) De-icine mechznisms for wings. (I consider this very importrnt.,)
(14) Testine of Shindan (the push vrop). (This wes 2 verv difficult
| thing to develop 2s orop hits the pilot if he »nils out.)
(15) Development of the Rennu fizhter,
(15) Dovclopment of = rocket fighter for the futurﬂ whick would cm-
ploy = rocket for an engine, |
(17) Detvelopment of ¢ nicht fiwhter. (We used off-set ~uns for night
., FPirhtineg; ocuns were fired L & 45 dezree zngle, but we tested
., them for 70 dezrces.)
Q. Did wvou use L5 derrees?
f £, No, but I ¥new some pilots who did,. |
\ Qe At whot ronge were the ~uns fired?
3 Et v
“qﬁﬂ ;
A A. About. 800 mcters - shooting from under wes verv effective zs the
» bomber burns verv e~silv from underneath. (Continues listing points)
(18) To nrotcct pvarked nlanes from enemy bombing, (The c2rpet hombhing
wrs verv effective 2nd we he d no wav to proteect rlones on the
eround., ) ¢
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(19) Development of » lonz renee, hich sltitude fichter such as
the P-51 (which we :dmired very much.)  ™e needed such as
+  this for fise in brd werther. (I think tre P-38 wns very
good 25 it shot down Jevencse firhters very easily.,)

Did vou everv flv en [merican plane?

Mo, but I think the F&F is the second best tvne. I edmirc the strong
wings of the American pl-nes. (Zontinues listins points)

(20) Mountine of machine enns. (I think we should sprend the angle
of fire out insterd of buildins o concentration of fire, es-
pecizlly for voung pilots.

At how msnv meters would wou expect hits this way?

-

it 100-200 meters for veteran pilofs a concentrotion of fire is good,
but for voung pilots, 7 spread of fire wovld be better,

(21) Educ~tion of pilots. The use of cerial cameras in cerial
; firzhts would hove been rood s it would have enabled us to
have mggina nictures to use in training. Ve used bicvcles
for ground training in some cases &s thils hclped 1n the de-
velopment of formstion flvina,

(22) Development of fishter flyir~ form=tion vrectices. ‘le admired
| the Lmerican fighter flvinc “ormations very nuch, but our
, vounz pilots could not flyv these formations. How to train
those nilots for this twpe of flving is £n imvportent aquestion.

(73) The FOMLRE encine, In theory it wrs verr eccod - liet 2nd com-
pact £nd the nir rcsistance wos smrll, But there were meny
difficulties tc solve. It was not 2 durable engins, ~nd we
plso rad difficulty with the oroper mixbture of fuel. Also,
leaks ceused by vibration (due to oscilleticn) »ffected the
sparkinz of the cneine -s the oil ~ot on thz snarknlugs.
~nother difficulty wrs thrt the oil temperature ran too high
and the entine could not =o more thrn 8CO meters ot full power,
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