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OUR MEMORIES OF CHINA

By ADET and ANOR LIN

EprTors’ NorE: Tl;e following are excerpts from the
forthcoming book Qugre«, Famiry, written —without
benefit of adnlt revision-~-by the young dsughters of
the Chinese authot Lin Yutang - -Adet, eixtecn, and

Anor, thirteen. They are now living in Parls.

Bastille Day in Paris -

This morning we got up in the most unusual lates
ness. Because We went to bed late the night hefore.
We got ready for the paymde in the morning, and
thus we went out. Thete was already a crowd. It
was lucky that we stil couig get some chaits, but oue
cost ten francs We got four of them. We all stood
up on the four chajrs a8 jt was impossible to pee if
you gat down. There were six of us, but we got
on quite all right. 'Then We saw far beyond us gro-

_ups of men on horse-backs, on foot, and musjc bands.
&uﬁde us [ay meny tasks. They were ail painted

mird and grass colors in order not to let the enemy
see tent, There were generals riding throughthe Broile.
There were soldiers beside the tanks., They wore

““blue cloths and iron helmits. They looked so ready

to fight pou that they losked 83 if any moment they
might glap you. Then on top there were air-planes.
It was just like thunder when they flew over. 'The
pigeons got so, scared that they flew round and rouund.
Then there were big artillaries and all sorts of guns.

I looked over all these things an. thought, *What
are they forf’ ¢To kill people.”” They show us how
to kill people! Then I thought of the war in Cbiua,
and the horrible soldiers beside the tanks I imagined
the bombs droppmg down from the air-planes and
all the things in action. 'They trajn soldjers to be
killed. All the things in the parade were herojc but
terrible when you think of what they are reslly for}
They give that *kill people pdrade?? to show us how
the war is. Thai’s our world! " aNom
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Am 1 Hpmesﬁck?

I have been asked so many times sbout this ques-
tion Since the time I have been out. ‘Fhe first year
the anower was ‘‘not yet,’’ the first part of the «-
cond year was ‘“sometimes?! and the last part of the
second year until now was “‘yes.,”?

At the first year I was all curious about the new
world, the new people, the new language and the new
ways. They seemed to keep me busy enough. China
and Chinose Were left.nside for tlmt‘,while. Soon the
new world became famijliar, the new people became

fricnds, the new language had gotten used to and the’

new ways were old by then, ann one began to thi\&k
about China and the old thiugs. Sometimes in n
pause the old acenes passed by and brought me to
momery. But in New York there was really little
time for home sicking. Hurrying to home afid to
pehool every<day and in the weekends we Werc‘alwnys
hurrying for movics or shops or any other things. In
buses or elevateds or subways in neither of them could
I think for they were going, going all the time., It
Iad well kept me.

Soon I lenged to be in Cbhina to be among the
same people and same language. As outside in the
streets people looked at you as a stranger and made
one not at ease. And in every place there was this
Iangusge of a forejign toue though ¥ can well under-
stand. That is something betwen myself and this
English langunge.

I longed to be in China to be able to speak the
mother tone to'any shop keepers or bus drivers.

Then I remember jn the S.M.C. girl 4chools what
a good time I Had had. 'There though the lessons
were bard and work was & lot somehow [ fouud time
to enjoy myself among the classmates. We had little
gomes in recess time which kept us chesriul for nn
hour of siting strajght. And I remember when the
end of the school came when all the examinations were
pnssed and for the nearly two weeks we went to
pchool just to hear the mark: of the examinations
atd play and walt for the “Rrst diy of vacation to
come. Many of us brought Ping Poung rackets and
baills -and we played ping porg either kuesling ou the
floor or on a large table qomposed of many dosks.
JAt most there wore two teschers to come into the
roum everyday. Bot they had only come to tell na
the rosrks of the exsminations or to tell us to be

i e

guiet and call the rolla, So we lind ‘n good time,
Those who wouldn’ play any gomes for the timo
could. read the noyels to their pleasure. ‘F'hat was
my last few weoks in S5.M.C. schools. I slways
ccall thesa weels. .

The outbreak of the Sino-Japanese war was ex-
actly at tl(e end of our first year abroad. The war
brought us back a lot and to think of the fally of
Svochow, Hangchow and Nanking where we have
kaown pretty well and where we spent many of our
vacations and *‘good times! therc. T'o tink that the
gracious west lake i3 no longer enjoyable. No pla Jng
boats on the Ilak2s, no pilgrims moking the soring:
time popular, War is war. )

‘Chinese food we longed a lot t1o. At hométwe
bave Chinese food -which is very nice and there are
Chincse reitaurants heve tos. Bit maay dishes in the
Chinese restaut ints here we have never teiSted before,
in China. Spezialitic: wete what we longed like the
Sping rolls of our home town and pepper cokes of the
South, which are impossible to get hete.

Qnz a'ways likes the pluce beiter after leaving it:
After I have baen abroad then I felt many things
whijsh were common to me but are precious and besu-
tiful now and I can better understind how and why
are foreigners? impressjons on Chins like that.

Really there isn’t any special things whioh e

. longed but it ja the atmosphere of being in the nation.

Below I shall it some of the things in Chjna
which I miss: R

—the rickshaw which carries one frém a bus sta-
tion to our home in a rainy day.

—npeddiars selling threads and needles and little:

things like that pasing our gate ¢ve ryday.
_little services for the house m1ids, °

—the ljttle brooks in Kaling where no pasger-by
could see what.we are, playing.

—the gathering3 on weekends when many of our
cousing have retarned, from school,

—the afternoons in wiater to sit asound the stove
and talk and read and chew melons seeds.

—the picking of flowers on tall trees in froat of
grand mother’s garden.

—the seashore of sen beach where we picked difs

. ferent shell anjmnls. .

—the boiling $‘gathering dish™ in winter,

—~the roscs of our garden. .

—the visits to different relatives daring the stAy
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iu Amoy, .
—the fair on April 8 in ove of the Shanghai
squares.

That was China before, but this time when we

return to Clina things may not be the same. ADET

What People Ask Me
They ask me, A2
“‘Anor, are you home sjck!”
I answer them
$Ohy yes, 1 am longing for certain things in
China.””
They asR'me,
¢But what things are jou longirg for?’’
1 answer them,
“*Many thirge, for rickshaws . . .17
¢“But why are you lorging for rickshawsf’’
‘‘Because, ricksh.ws are wonderful. It’s neither
too fast nor too slow aud in rain we cover it up
and the cover has a little window that we could
gee out.”’
#A nd what else do you long forl’”’
“For th: Chinese foud.”
“Why 141
) ¢Because it is delicious, that?s all1”
{Why is it delicious]”’
Pecause they have more flavor and not likc the
foreign ford, you cut a piece of meat during the
whole meal.””
«And what clsel’’
¢“4nd the language.”’
“Why 17
¢Because we understard each other well and I
feel like o foriegner here for I don’t speak English
well fud in France I don’t know how ta speak
French so it’s even worse.”’
¢tAnd thenl”
“And then the house of ours, we have Servants
at least four or five,
and lovely house.’’
“And we don’t bave it in the West!"’
't “Yes, but after Chinese is Chinese and our ad-
moSphere is djfferent.’’
4¢S¢, what more’’ .
¢We had tke mounntains that we went for summer
-yesort whith are not beaches dnd little brokes and
"the swimming peols are not built by men but by
asture, we plcked amy plaee in the brooks that i,

We had a lovely garden

i 20

deeper or deep enough we go Swimming.

I once
did 55 we came back fronra town. They had lovely
I went and swam there with
And
We drank out of them any
time when we were thitsty. And the seden chairs,
They are so comfortable. .And the high mountains.
Oh, the aiv was so clear and with all the Chinese
fowers and trees. And there are those strong brown

water along the road.
father and Meimei for nobdy could see us.
the lovely brooks.

peasants who's teeth are cleaner then any of us
wlthout using toothpaste and they are so frank and
straight. And the poor farmers’ children. They are
so plump without vitalmin A, B, C, or D. They
eat only rice and vegetable and a littlc meat.
They were nll over the mountain balf nak:d and
browu, Oh I enjoy to sce that. And the quiet
monks. The pale, green, thin monks. How they
belicve in Buddha make me laugh but how they
sivg at time, how they go and sit cross legged with
two hand closed in front of the chest for con-
templation! Oh, I long for Chinal”’

" 4O yeoh?'! sajd the American.

“4And what morel”’

“tAnd the Chinese land! China, Ching, I long for
China. My country that is different from the
west.  All the things in Chifix. The land, the
people, the ford, the custom! I long for CHINA.
If we could go back any time without dwuger—
withont war in China—we have decided to go
home How excited I'd bel I remember when we .
were leaving for America, we had tes st the hotel.
I had cocoa, how hot it was. ] was excited that
I couldn’t drink but stooped down on the ground
and walked for I was so excited that I didn’t know.
what to do Mother said that I had to drink that
cup of cocoa. So the cocon burnt my tongue and I
swallowed it down with great diffieulty. That was
the last thing I had. And so we left China behind
us! - .

“Bnt now 1 think my excitement would be
greater] How I’d be when my fect step on the
China land again. Qer own China again and there
will be a whole string of people waiting for us. It
will be my great dayl We will see the Chinese
every where again and, will speak smoothly again
without hands.”

*¢The portera will be Chinese. Every one will
be Chinere | Oh, I want to go back 1" ANOR
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