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Spanish Cclontal Adminstration Recruits
Chinese Lakorers at Tsingtao

A KUD MIX tzlegram from Nanking last week briefly mentioned
ttat an application by the Sranish Iepation to open an office in
Peiping for the cnlistment of 20,000 Chinese Jakorers to be transported
toY¥panish colonies in North and West Africa for colonization
purpcses had been rejectad by the Special Municipality of Peiping,
The talegram added that when the intention of the Spanish author-
ities first became known some time ago the Ministry of the Interior
end the Ministry of Foreign Affairs jointly issued & circular order
probikiting Chinese'latorers from enlisiing for coloniration purposes
by any foreign government without sanction from the Nationalist
government,

Jekind the above Informaticn there is quite an infercesting story,
Havinz been thwarted in their atbompts to enlist Chinese Jabiore s in
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the Tientsin ares, the representatives of the Spanish government
have now turned their field of operations to Shantung, where, doubt~
less, they hope to overcome any difficulties which the Chinese
authorities may throw in their way by making use of the Japanese
influence in that part'of China, In fact a recent issue of the Tsinglao
Times stated that the ship with its cargo of coolies was leaving the
near by port of Tsankow on December 4, Thus is Chinese officialdom
flouted in the Japanese controlied areal

There is printed herewith the or'igina:l of & Chinese cireular which
is being widely distributad throughout Shantung province with Tsingtao
as & center, The circular states that it is issued by the “Department
of Agricdltural Affairs of Pernando Po (Spanish African colony)”’
for the purpose 6f enlisting Chinese laborers both men and women,
The circular goes on to say that wazes at the rate of twelve gold
dollars a month are offered for males employed on public works,
ten dollars for males on agricultdral work, five dollars for females



who work and $2.50 (all gold) for children more than iwelve years
of age, The laborers ave to receive free food, free clothes, free
rooms and bath, free medical attention, and free passage to Africa
and back on a five-years’ contract, food free from the date of
enlistment, Various other inducemonts are offered, A laborer who
does not care to return to China after the completion of his contract
can take up & piece of land of a“out 100 acres, on which he need
pay no taxes, Among other advaniages that are held out is that the
laborers who enlist will have free fishing privileges in the colonial
possessions of Spain, '

Thus once more is brought to puklic attention the question of
the emigration of Chiness laborers to foreign countries under contract
labor conditions, The Chinese governmental authorities objeet to
these contract Jabor schemes for a number of reasons, One of them
is that the idea of their subjects goinz abroad under contract for
2 term of years savors too much of slavery days. Once the Inborers
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are under a foreign flag, far away from home, the Chinese govern—
ment ¢an do little to help them provided they are mistreated, although
as a matter of fact the individual self-consciousness of the Chinese
individual has been developed so much since 1914 that no employer
is likely to “get away’’ with anything in the way of harsh treatment,
as the present-day Chinese coolie is not without means of making
things very uncomfortable for his employers if they do not freat
him decently,

The assiduity and stability of the Chinese coolia has gained him
world-wide renown, In the “good old days'’ American capitalists
recruited coclies in China on somewhat similar terms to those which
the Spanish colonial authorities are now offering. The greut trans-
Continental Unjon Pacific railway was largely built by Chinese
contract labor, and descendants of those coolies are now to be found
in the United States as wealthy merchants and large landowners,
One of them severnl years ago visiled his relalives in China whiie



his estate in Monlana was being managed in his absence by & wkite
overseer who had under him six white farm laborers, and no Chinese,
Descendants of coolies who went to faraway British and other
possession more than half a cenbury ago are now back herc in China
and are among the pioneers in modern industry and liberal govern-
ment,

Modern American legislation has, of course, stopped contract
labor of al]l kinds and has also prohibited the influx of the Chinese
coolie into the country entirely, for no other reason than that he
has proved himself too efficient—a more capabie producer of brawn
per unit of food consumed than the native American,

The most “successful’”’ of Chinese labor emigration schems abroad
was that pursued in 1994 when shiploads of Shantung and Pechili
laborers were senb to the Witswaterrand goldfields of South Africa,
There were a few disturbances, bul on the whole the coolies were
well-treated and well satisfied with their pay, The reason why the

5



L
experiment kas not been repeabed is simply that the British laborers
themselves and the white populaticn of Afrien generally insisted
that bringing in such labonr was unfair to the resident population,
and since that time the Iaws of the South African states prohibit the
importation of Chinese workmen,

Another experiment of enlisting Chinese laborers for work abroad
carried out a few years later than the akove-mentioned one ended
in & scandal with ramitications in many directions, A Russian firm
which made o fortune at Port Arthur before and during the Russo-
Japanese war extended its business in c¢ther direcions after that
sbronghold fell into Jaranese hands, Among the operations it engaged
in was the shipping of (nincse coolies abroad and it proceaded fo
do it under false prebences in o number of directions, It bought
an old French ship and gave it another rame, It then de]egatéd one
of ils Buritish employees to go to the British shipping office in Shanghali
and make affidavit that «sixty-four-sixty-fourths” (which is the term



amployed in the British shipping laws) of the stares in the ship were
owned by British subjects, As a matier of fuctl, as proved in sub-~
sequent court proceedings, the skip was entirely Russian owned, but
the British autlorities registered the ship zs Brivish, The Russian
owners of the ship, new named the Macri’ King, procveeded to ‘enlist
Chinese cooiies for cmpleyment abroad under false pretences, They
were deceived as to their destination and in many other ways, ‘The
resvlt was a hue and cry tLat was heard round the world, The British
authoritics nade inve:tigation as (o how a British ship came to be
employed in such a trade, Proceedings were jnstituted in the Supr-
eme Court in Shangtai for the confiscation of the ship, The case
was of sunch importance that the Russian owners induced the aged
dean of the British tar, who had retived long since and had not
appeared in court jor a decade, to couduct the defence, which
lasted & week, The result of the proceedings was that the presiding
judge ordered the ship confiscated, The Russian owners appealed
7
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o the Privy Counecil, and one has always a suspicion that the Russian
government kad brought sufficient pressure fo bearto induce the highest
British judicial authorilies to reverse the decision (em a bare teehnica~
lity as to the extent of «“British waters” , holding that the Shanghai
court had no jurisdiction, So the Russian firm got its ship back,
but without the British fiag,

This rehearsal of an old case is pertinent at present hecause of
the fact that the Spanish ship has been Iying in north China waters
for some time waiting to take ifs cargo of coolies, and it is 2
prominent British firm in Taingtao that has worked together with
the Spanish representatives in enlisting the desired laborers,

BT H B ez
Coolies for Spanish Colonles Dztainzd at Tstagtao
Latest advices from Tsingtao are to the effect that the several
hundred coolies which were recently recruited at Tsingtao by the



Spanish Colonial Office for contraect work in the Spanish West
African island of Fernaido Po are sbill cooped up in barracks
near Tsingt.o, and have no: proceeded on their journey as had been
previously reportsd, The National authorities have at Nanking
lodged vigorous protasts against the recruiting of these coolies
although the Governmor at Tsinglao approves of the scheme, Owing
to the fact that the coolies had expected to be in warmer climes by
this time they are s.al:d to be sufferiny considerably from the
cold, owing to not being properly clothed, Mo adequate preparalions
had heen made for their protection in cold weather; they had to
dispense with everything of their own as scon as they had been
accepted into the barracks,

A SPANIST EMIGRATION PROJECT.
In the Bight of Biafra, off the Uameroon toasl, in West Africa,

is & small isjand, 800 square miles in area; known a8 Fernando Po,
9
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It is a Spanish possession—with a population of some 20,000, of whom
250 to 800 are Europeans-—~which was discovered by the Porbuguese
navigator, Fernando Po, in the fifteenth century, And from various
sources we learn that the natives, known as Aniyo or Inbis, are
sbupid and repulsive in appearance, that it is 2 mountainous isiand
with forests of oil ralm, ebony, mahogany and cak; and that the
chief export, cocoa, of which some 1,700,000 b are produced annually,
could be increased nearly ten fold, but for the absence of
Iabour, An English seftlement was established there in 1837, bnt
was abandoned on account of the alleged unhealthiness of the climate,
But it is probable that with modern methods of sanitation Fernando
Po would be no more unhealthy than Singapore or Xuala Lumpur,
which are almest on the same latitude, Indeed the mean temperature,
on the coast, is some three degrees Jower than that of Singapore,
and it is; presumaply, still lower, in the hilly distriets of the interior,
“There is reason {o helieve”, wrote an old geogiapher, “that if the



land were cleared and brought under cultivation, Fernande Po
would prove a rrally valvable pogsession, and a perfectly safe
place of residence for Europeans” Whether the administration has
improved since this was written, we have no means of knowing,
But the Spanish Govarnment has, apparently, decided to develop the
resources of the island, sud for this purrose has authorized tha
importation of Chinese lahour,

Under Art, X. of the Sino spanish Treaty of Tientsin of 1864,
it was provided that:

“Chinese subjects wishing o emigrate to, and {ake service in,
the Spanish pcssessions beyond the sea shall be allowed by the Chines
Authorities to enter into engagements with Spanish subjecis for that
purpose, and to embkark alone or wih their families at any of the
open poils of China; and the local authorities shall, in concert with
Her Catholic Majesty’s liepresentatives, frame such regulations for
the protection of the aforesaid emigranis as the circumstances of

11
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the different ports may demand.

Deserters, as well as those who have been kidnabped to be sent
against their own will, shall not be admitted; and should any such
case arise, the loeal authoritics shall communicate with the Spanish
Consul for their rendition,”

Some weeks ago the Spanish Legation is reported to have attempted
to open an office in Peking for the purpcse of reeruiting 20,000
Chinese labourers for transportation to the Spanish Colonies in
North and West Africa, The Peking municipality vetoed the project;
and when it became known in Nanking, various Government depart-
ments issued circular orders prohibiting the enlistment of Chinese
labour for colonization purposes without the previous sanction of
the Nationalist Government, The Spsnish authorilies thereupon
transferred their activites to Tsingtao, where they appear-to have
entrasted the actual recruiting arrangements to a British firm,
Circulars have been broadcasbed offering what appear to be most



favourakle terns {o Chinese men, women -and”children, who enlist
for work in Fernando Po, Adult males are offered Gold $10 to $12
per month females Gold $55 and children over 12 years of age Gold
%250 The contract is to be for five years, and at its termination the
labourer is to be freec to return to China, or o take up a 1and grant
of some 100 acres, free of taxation, It is not surprising that these
termes should induce thousands of Shantung’s poverly-stricken
populatihn to offer themselves for enlistment, Men, women and
children appear to have flocked to the emigration camp, which wag
established at Tsangkov, There was some loca] opposition—chiefly
on the part of Kuomintang agents—to the project, and the Nanking
Jovernment twice telegraphed to the Tsingtao Governar, prohibiting
the recruiting of Irbour by the Spaniards, Governor Chao Chi, however,
refused to heed Nanking’s instructions, He replied in a lengthy
telegram in whick he announced that in view of the impoverishment
of, and jack of employment for, thousands and thousands of the
13
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Shantung population, and the favourable terms offered;he had
sanctionad the reeruiting of 2,000 men by the &panish anthorities, He
set forth, in detail the conditions of engagemenl, emphasizing that
he had prohibited the reernibing of women and children, and that
Chinese supervisors would accompany the men, and walch over them
during their indenture, A British subject, Mr, Charles Stewart is to
accompany the men as supervisor, and on further recruiting to be
allowed until two Chinese delegates, K, K, Lee, and Charles C, Kwoh
have returned to report upon the freatment of the labourers, and
the climats of Fernando Po

The Spanish record in regard to the recruiting of Chinese labour
is notoriously bad, To quote from McNair’s’ “I'he Chinese Abroad”.

«The ‘erimps’ 23 the collecting agenis were called, received from
seven to ten dollars a man delivered to the collie depots, or barracons
in Macao’ here the collie ‘sigmnad’ @ ‘contract’ for eight years of
service’ on reaching Cuba the surviving coolies were put up at auction



with their-contrac(s and sold for an average of seventy-eight pounds,
The legal right of the coolie to appeal to the Spanish courts for
enforcement of his rights in case of ill-treatment or lack of payment
was assured him, but ‘wo instance is on record of such a proceeding,

The conditions revealed by a Chinese Commission which visited
Cuba in 1874 were so shocking,, that in 1877 a new Convention was
signed in Peking «to establish on a new basis the emigration of
Chinese subject to the island of Cuba, and inorder to avoid any
further complication which might hereafter arise”, This Convention
abrogaled the first paragraph of Art, X of the Tientsin Treaty of
1864, and conbained most stringent regulations in regard to future
emigration, Among other things China obtained the right to nominate
a Consul-General at Havana, and Consular Agents in any other towns,
It would appear doubtful, therefore, whether the treaty right to recruit
labour for any Spanish possession other than Cuba (which is no
longer a Spanish Colony) still exists

15
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One cannot, for a moment suppose that the abuses of the early
Cuban emigration will be repeated in the Frenando Pu experiment,
In the first place, the connection of a British firm with the project
should be a sufficient.féguau:antefthat every recruit goes of his own
free will, and fully understands the terms of his contract, For very
heavy penalties would be incurred by any British subject who wag
guilty of or connived at, violence, trickery, or deception in connection
wi.h the recruiting of Chinese Ilabour, Moreover, the world has
nmoved ¢n, since 1874, Any suggcstfonr of ill-treatment or oppression
cn the part of the Sranish authorilies would immediately attract the
altention of the League of Nations, and arouse such an oubery that
redress would he swift and sure, There appears to be no more reason
why Chinese emigrants to Fernando Po should fail io make geod than
the prosperous Chinese Colonies in Malaysia, There appear, however,
to be two objections to the Spanish project, The first is the great
distance the men are being carried and the abscnce of regular and



direct communication; and the second the fact that Northern, insted
of Fouthern,' Chinese are. being? enlisted for work in a tropieal
climate, It appeais {o have been’the intenlion of the Spanish authori-
ties from the outset, to recruit Northerners, though one would think
that Kwangtung Chinese would become more readily acelimatized to
a hot, moist climate, The enlistment of this labour, moreover, in
defiance of the orders of the Nalionalist Government—whether such
orders are reasonableor unreasonable—is not likely to fostter amicable
relations between 8pain and China, and may lead fo serious com~
plications when the time arrives for negotbiations for treaby revision
between the two countries,

Nationalist Government Forbids Chinese Coolies
From Going On Emigration Jaunt
The Ta Tsingtao Pao (Jap) published in ifs issue of yesterday

an order received by the local Chamber of Jommerce from Nanking,
17
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by wavy of Tai An Fu, in which the chamber of Commerce was
instructed to find & method %o stop the recruiting of these Coolies,

The Shansghai Sin Wan Pao of Nov 30 contained quite an article
on this cont emplated emigavtion from Tsingbao, giving the names of
those who are connected with it and closes with the brief statement
of the telegram from Nanking to Taian with instructioas to the
Tsingtao Chamber of Commeree,

It will be inbaresting to know what is actually going to become
of this «Labor Emigration” question, ''he vernacular press has
published several items of mews which make one believe that there
will be no ong here in Tsingtao who will be responsible for the
going out of these laborers and their families in the face of the
opposition from Nanking and elsewhere, Frankly, the Sphere believes
that such questions have risem above the realm of mere money
problems, China today is not what she was twenty yeare ago.She does
not think the same, It is not believed that mere money will put the



thing over, The first bubtch was supposed Lo s»il about the second
of this month, but has not left yet, If Spain has so much money
to spend, let her put it into famine relief in China where no one
will object to its practical use,

Just before going to press we received a bit of news from The
Administration published elsewhere in our cojummns, Since Governor
Chao Chi is so frank about some of ihe things, particularly what some
of the rumors Fave been concerning him, we are pleased 10 have his
sbatement for publicalion, The Sphere had heard similar rumors
concerning sums of money having been paid to different people to
have this emigrant question allowed, and that is one reason for our
remarks as printed in the pavragraph above,

From the Governor’s stabamant, it can be seen that he has
advised against the sending of any women and children, Dee, 4, 1928
“Dirzcter-General Recetved A News-Wlan Last Week™

“n Nov, Ist at two o’clock p,m,; & news-man called on the Director~
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general in fhe Administration and was received by him, They had
a long talk in connection with the recruiting of Chinese labourers
by the Spanish government as follows:

News-man: We have learnt that Direclor-general went to Tsang-
kow last Friday with your subordinates to put investigation on the
condition of the Spanish recruiting of Chinese labourers, This really
shows Director-general’s attention to the welfare of the public which
we appreciate very much,

Director-general: As I was eager to know the real conditiong
of the work I have sent Mr, James P, Chow, my English Secretary,
with his assistant to make an investigation., As I went to know more
than what they reported yeslerday I personally went to Tsankow and
I found that the Chinese labourers are very well treated, On seeing
Chinese women numbering over hundred and more than fen small hoys
recruitad, I asked the contractor to take out their names from the
1ists as I thought it is not very convenient for women and children



to go, I was als> surpised to findiny among the labourers, very many
graduated students from middle schools and it is evident for us to
see how difficult the living of the people is!

News~man: It is learnt that they have already recruited 2,000
men, When will they start]

Director-general: The permission of the recruiting this time is on
a basis of the treaty stipulations, We are now just consulting with
the contractor about the favorable terms of the treatment, and after
all proceedings finished the ship begins starbing,

News-man: Is it true that Fernande Po ig very hot as we have
heard}

Director-general: Regarding this, I have specially made delibera-
tions and enquired about the climate there %o many Amercans and
Furopean who have passed that place and also to Dr, Kiang, the Chief
of the Observalory, According to their reply, it is hot there but not
so hot as what the people usually say aboul, Morzover the change
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of the climate ts very possible, The climata there is quite different
from of thirty years ago, v

News~man: After the first recruiling being completed, will they
still continue the work? .

Director-general: The second time of the recruiting will not be
fixed np until our Appointees, Mr, K, K, Lee and Charles ¢, Kwoh
come back from Fernando Po and relort the conditions of both
climale and treatment,

News-man: Has the national government sent telegram here
concerning this matter, and if so, have you already replied them?

Director-general: Yes, after receiving a telegram from the
national governmnet, we made a& reply to them of the conditions
which we bave investigated, In the future we skall make a publication
of new regulaticns cn different papers, We arve very sorry to say
that as & result of the civil wars succeedingly in recent years in
Ching, thovsands and thonsands of people suffer from the starvation



and, therefore many of them become bandits, From the standpoint
of my conscience, Ishould think that the Spanishrecruiting of Chinese
labourers is & very good opportunity for the living of the Chinese
poors and the emigration of China, It is beneficial to the country
as well as to the people, Recently I have heard very many criticisms
and even some rumors of the Spanish confractor bribing me for
permission, But for the sake of my fame, I would even swear to say
that, if T receive some money, or less, it will be tendered for the
medical expense of my seventy aged mother,
Administration News Dee, 4, @8

Here Is Want Peiping And Nanking Say
About Coolte Emigration

Peiping; It is reported that an application by the Spanish Legation
to open an office in Peiping for the enlistment of 2000 Chinese
laborers to be transported to the Spanish colonies in South Africa
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for colonization purposes, has been rejected by the Speeial Municipa~.
lity of Peiping.

It will berecajled that when the intention of the Spanish authorities
first became known some time ago, the Ministry of Interior and the
Minisbey of Foreign Affairs jointly issaed & circular order propibiting
Chinese laborers from enlisbing for colonization purposes by aany
foreign government without sanction from the National Government,

Dec, 5, 28

Y. M., C. A. Chinese Secretary Resigns, To Go To
Fernando Po.

Mr, Kwoh Chinan, Secretary of the local Y, M, C, A, tendered his
resignation from the Y, M, ¢, A, recenbly for the purpose of making
the trip with the first bateh of coolies going to Fernando Fo, His
resignation was accepfad on the basis of an interim holiday,

Mr, Kwoh has been enlisted by the Director General as one of



his representatives to accompany the group of laborers who are
going to Fernando Po in order to inspect the sitnation and report
back to the Director General, Mr, Kwoh hopes very much that since
he wil] travel half way around the world, he may be able to complete
the cirecle and travel back by way of the United States,

It may be all very well for such a man as Mr, Kwoh to tender
his resignation from such an institution as the Y, M, O, A, on the plea
of being able to help 2000 men who are going on an emigration trip,
but the Sphere believes that Mr, Kwoh is more greatly needed af
present in his own country and in Tsingtao with the institution which
has been under his nourishing care, particularly at this time of
political unrest and unknown future, To separate himself from this
important post, with a possibility of returning to it when he is ready
or has had his jaunt around the world does not seem prudent nor
thoughtful, Here is a permanent piece of work that he has given a
great deal of time to; cause a break in his efforts and he may never
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be able to cateh up the time and prestige lost in the interval,

So many young men of China, affer going along nicely in &
position of responsibility suddenly switch off to something else
before their immediate task is completed, possibly with the hope of
returning that to it Iater, and {finally lose all balance, the good they
were doinz has ceased to exist and their efforts for the future
become a failure,

It is only those who have stuck to the job, who have eventually
become the men of whom the neigeborhood, the country and the World
can be justly proud, Dec, 5, 1928

The Chinese Tsingtao Times Officially Szaled

Yesterday morning the newspaper public awoke to the fact that
the Chinese edition of The Tsingizo Times  (which is now entirely
separated from the Tsingtao Times, English Bdition) did not appear
at their front doors, Numerous messages goon enumerated the fact
that for some reason the office of the newspaper had been closed



by official action the night before and ils assistant editor arrested,
while the Bditor in Chief Mr, Chang Pao Wen did not go to office,
Enquiries in many directions did not elicit any explanation although
many volunteer the information that the Administration did not cherish
the publication in Chinese of the letter from the Director of Educa-

tion to the Press concerning the recruiting of coolies for Fernando
Po

If such is the case, we can only add our voice to that of many
others and state that we are most surprised that our Administration
should stoop to such an arclaie step as to force the closure of a
medium of public thought because of something publishid by this
particular medium, Such steps are not going to gain the friemdship
of the exponents of free speech when in particular the article referred
to was only & suggestive one and notin any way a particularly fault
finding article,

If the public press is thus going to be muzzled in Tsinglao, the
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city is far from going to be the city that we hoped it would be, It
is only by the freeexpression of public opinion that administrabions
either become stronger or fall entirely,

If the administrarion has nothing to fear from free speech on
the Fernando Po negotiations, then why was the Ohinese Tsingtao
Times closed, An explanation is due to the reading pubic, particularly
those who have paid their subscriptions and expect to be served by
the paper,

Under any circumstances the reading public is entitled to an
honest explanation why the paper was closed and its editor arrested,
Only in this way can the people understand the mebhods of the
Adminpistration and can the Administration justify its action,

Dee, 8, 28
Nanking Taking Steps Regarding Coolic Emigration
In Tsingtao

Nanking;—The Ministry of Foreign Affairs, in a communication



to the Overseas Affairs Committee, states that in reply to an enquiry
from the British Consul- General at Shanghai asking whether the C}}in-
ese authorities have endorsed the recruiting of Chinese laborers at
Tsingtao by agents of the Spanish Government, who contemplate
transpoiting the laborers to Africa by a British steamer, the Ministry
has instructed the Commissioner of Foreign Affairs and the Superinfen~
dent of Customs at Shanghai to protest against the Spanish move;
and to strictly forbid unauthorised emigration of laborers,
Peiping Issves Anti Coolie Recruiting Instructions

Peiping;—The local Gendarmerie -Headquarlers has issued fresh
instructions to the various Government organs in Tlenisin and Peiping
to strictly prohibit the secret recuiting of Chinese laborers by agents
of the Spanish Government for work in Africa, Dec, 11, 28

Fernando Po And Chinese Coolies
There has been a great deal said pro and con the contemplated
movement of Chinese coolies to West Africa, Those who are back
29
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of it have found in Tsingiao a peculiar sifuation obtainable nowhere
else in China, which apears to grant them every facility for accom~
plishing this recruiting, Tsingtao, is a no mans land, belonging to
the Japanese, Governor Chao Chi and The Tsingtao Times, Of the
three, Governor Chao Chi, has done more (o protect these possible
emigrants on their trip of experiment, National oragmnizations have
protested, but what difference does that make, Tsingtao is a strip of
Japan, the Nationalist Government has nothing to say here, nor doeg
the Tsingtao Times hope they ever will, (gee editorial of Sunday Dec
9th)

Why does the Sphere take the stand it does), Because of the follow~
ing reasons;-

Isl; Those who came to exploit these Chinese, came half cocked,
believing that there were Chinese coolies to burn; all they would
have to do would be to drop a gangplank and the coolies would
swarm aboard like ants who know the smell of sugar,



9nd; Because with everyone ‘we have talked to, they have pronou-
nced it an experiment, In other words, neither the Spanish Govern-
ment, those connected with the recuiting nor the local Administraion
can say definitely how he emigrant laborers would adjust themselves
to the conditions of the Insland, The plan is to take two thoused
“humans”, those who survive, alright; if it is seen that they will not
survive, to try and rush them home as soon as possible, An experiment
on human beings, which we do not believe should be done, True,
othervise they might starve on heir own ‘dunghill’, but that is Chinese
psychology and conditions in China could be better but not worse and
those who die, die at home not abroad,

3rd, Governor Chao Chi says he has been accused of accepting
heavy bribes in connection with this recruiting—he refutea the
accusation openly in the press and it is also stafed the reashn why
the Nationalist Government will notsanction the recruiting is because
they have not been bribed ennugh, We do not belive the statemeut,
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nor do we believe that it iz the place of foreigners to carry on
contravention to the ruling of w» National Government, It would wnot
be done in any other country of the World, China also is not the
China of a few vears ago, She has plenty of wide awake intelligent
men who know what they are doing, Govenor Chao Chi was probably
not bribed, but the fact that he has maintained his governorship
during & Japanese occupalion is a bribe to his pride and which
allows nany things to be done which might not have been done
otherwise,

4th, Because we do not believe in taking advantage of the Chinese
situation for which one would have to pay for hervily laber, The
Netionalist Government is absolutely agsinst this recruiting rnd go
informed the British Consul General when he made enquiry concerning
it, If Tsingtao was under Nationalist rule there would be no question
as to whether the coofies would go or nof,

The abeve outlines the position of The China Sphere on the



Fernando Po quesbion, There is no doubt but what the thousands of
poor Chinese need a bettar opportunity; but first be sure that it is
an opporbunity and obtain the sanction of the Real Government of
Chiaa before any steps are taken which might jeopardize foreign
relations, Do not experiment on the Chinese, because we think they
are poor aud it makes no difference, How would you like to be exper—
imented upon] It ia }ike taking advantage of a child,
Dee, 11, 1928
The Editor China Spherz And Fernando Po

The yesterday morning’ issue of the Tsingtao Times contained
a very inleresting piece of correspondence from the Governor, One
taing however is asked; how much of the particular correspondence
was inbelligent to the Governor himself, speaking so little English
as he does,

Further the referen ce to the refused applicaltion of the Editor of
The Chins Sphere who wanted to go as an interpreter or anything
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else you want to ecall it, Why does the Tsingtao Times stoop to
insinuations which upon a little enquiry it could be found were
absolutely false, The editor of The China Sphere has never applied
to go, nor would he, :

If our propaganda is based on the sentimental, so are all the
efforts which endeavor to sanction the enlistmernt of these coolies~
purely ‘sentimental’—these poor coolies who might starve on their
own ‘dunghill’,

The latest issue of the China Weekly Review contains a very good
.article on the recruiting of Coolies in Tsingtao, Dec, 14, 28

The Fernando Po Case

We have received a copy of the Eastern Times of Shanghai of
Dec, 20th in which is the telegram sent by the Nationalist Government
to Governor OChao Chi regarding the position of the Nationalist
Government and some delails regarding the agents who have been
endeavoring to work up this coolie recruiting, The telegram has been



translated and is published elsewhere in our ecolumns, We have done-
this to show to what lengths the Nationalist Government has gone to
check up on the affair and why it would be a sane thing for the-
Tsingtao Administration to leave negotiations with foreign govern-
ments to the properly constituted organs of the Government of China,
particularly since this National Government has been accepted by
2]l the great Powers of the World,

Frankly - we do not believe that the expedition will ever getb
away and that those who have become linked np with it had better
wash their hands of it as soon as possible, redeeming what they can
of the wreck and taking better precautions in the future when such
propositions are offéred_

From what can be heard on the outside the present conditions of
the coolies conseripted for this trip are anything but good, cold weather
haﬁng set in and their predicament, it not alayed may lead fo worse
results for those inferested’ than might happen if the cooliss were
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dispersed immediately, Can one imagine suech a group of coolies:
housed with nothing but the clothes dispersed to them, having had to
give up everything personal when admitted infto the eamp,

' The Sphere does not care to say much more about the cenditions
of the coolies, beyond the suggestion already mad, that in view of
the wide spread antagonism, even among the Chinese of Tsingtao, the
sooner this group is dishanded, the better,

Bear in 1nind that The Sphere has no personal interest in the:
matter, beyond the welfare of both parties concerned.

Fernando Po

A Telegram to Pirector Chao Chi from Ministry of Interior of
the Nationalist Government,

Director Chao Chi-Tsingtzo, Your telegram was duly received, Re—~
garding the enlisting of Laborers for Fernando Po for colonization
by the Spanish Government, contracts for same Lave been submitted
to this Government by tne representatives of the reeriuting parties.



for ratification, more than once, Upon recefpt of the contracts the
Mtnistry of Interior immediately wired the Spq[cial Municipal Council
in Peiping asking Mr, Ho, Chairman of the Council, to send delegates
to see the Spanish Minister and make enquiry about the truth concerning
the labor-enlistiny, The Minister of Spain assufed the delegate thatb
Ke Tse Kan (Chinese translation) representative of the Spanish Govern-
ment is a Frenchman of most umtrusiworthy character and added.
that he was not in any position to be responsible for the signing of’
the contracts,

Further despatches were also sent to the Chinese Minister in Spain,
Mr, Liu Chung ¢hieh wko replied as follows:

«Fernando Po is a small island off the west coast of Africa, It
is 3deg north latitude and 846deg min longtitude and its area is only
830square mites, The land is very desolate and contains mostly
dangerous animals, The weabher is intolerably hot and such diseage-
as Malaria is prevalent all through the year, No organizations are-
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established for sanitary purpeses, The population is mostly negroes:
and due fo unfavourable climate to Westerners nor Chinese of any
grade can be found on the island, The boat going would have to-
sail around Cap of Good Hope and would take a long period to reach
there, Within this long distance no Chinese Consulates are located,

The climate is very unfavourable and the traffic most incon-
venient, No safe protection mor steady rsecurity is given for the:
safety of life and property, The Contracts submitted by those supposed
to represent the Spanish Government should have to be rejected
without delay in order to protect the lives of our Chinese,

Several meetings have been held between the Mininistry of Interior
and both the Ministries of Foreign Affairs, and Industry and Com-.
merce and also the Chinese Overseas Committee for a further
consideration and more close discusion of the maiter, Representative
Kao Tse Kan and Doctor Pao Lai (Foreigners) were also called to:
the Ministry of Interior for personal interrogation, Their replies-



were very quibbling and many were absolutely contrary to each
other, Since no definite statements for responsibility were mentioned
in the contract and the Minister of Spain io Peiping refused to sign
the contracts,all the other absurd points in the arbicles of Contracts
were not worthy to be even considered, Furthermore, it is quite
confrary to these articles on Chiness Jabor going abroad and also
the regulation of Prohinition of Labor~recruiting Contractors, iasued
by Ministry of Interior of Chinese Republic in 1925, So the decision
reached at an carlier meeting between the various Ministries was to
the effect that the recruitingy of Chinese laborers for Fornando
Po was recognized as of no benefit either to the country or to the
laborers themselves, and was no different fromthe buying of sucking
pigs by enticing methods, It was perfectly assured that when these
coolies arrived at so desolate an island as Fernando Po, thay could
not be undersiood in either the written or spoken language, Naturally
the Contrasts could not be carried out successfully by the Spanish
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representatives, and they are very strict irregardless of the kind
treatment promised That the 2000 coolies would b forced to lose
their lives, it needs not to be said, As & resull, it was definitely
conciuded that the applicalion submitted by the representabives of
the Spanish Government for the enlisting of Chinese laborers should
be positively refused,

On G6th Nov, the Spanish Minister in Peiping was officially no-
tified to the above effect and both the State and Municiral Councils
were insbructed in telegrams that the private enlisting of Chinese
lahor to should be prohibited at ¢nce wherecever it might be estab-
lished, -

It was also found out that the Representatives, who were privately
entrusted by a capitalist in Spain for tnis purpose,come to China to
purchase farm, laborers to fake them to Africa for sale similarly
as slaves, Really it is an investment for the sale of labor,

Owing to the tricks played by the representalives of Spain having



been revealed by the Chinese Government and their petitions for labor—
recruiting having been refused, the representatives were forced to
make further attempls to cover their losses, so they made private
trips to Tsinjtao from Shanghai and, taking the opportunity of so
many unemployed coolies in Shantung Province, immediately established
their office and begasn openly to reeruit Chinese laborers at the
Tsang-kou Stalion, They, by means of their wilful exaggeraiion
assured their kindest irealment to the laborers in all respects in
order to fulfill their seducing and reselling policy,. Unfortunately,
the avoricious Chinese coolies;, who could not have thoroughly under—
stood the real situation, were enticed to fall into the trap,

This practice by the representatives of the Spanish Government
is regarded as one of the most serious methods of disgracing our
courtry and of ruining eur humanity, They are really malicious and
wicked to the extreme extent, A

It is undersiocd that the Spanish Minister in Peiping, realizing.
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that it will really injure the feelings and relations between Spain
and China, has wired to prohibit the reecruiting,

Now it is sincerely hoped that, as a means of maintenance of
the general situation in China, you will kindly co-operate with the
Nationlist Governmenl to put a stop to the labor-recruiling and take
immediate steps at the same time to detain those coolies who have
been enlisted and stop them from embarking on this expedition,
Orders should be issued explaining to the people the disadvantage of
the lahor-recruiting by the Bpanish Government and persuading them
from enlisting again and simultanlously to drive these represenbabives
out of Tsingtao in order to retreive the soveugnty of China,

«Ministry of Interior” ‘Dec, 28, @8
Spanish Winister In The Capital No doubt will Be
Instructed About Fernando Po

Nanking;—The Ministry of Foreign Affairgs is in receipt of a

telegram from the Spanish Legation, Peiping, stating that M, Garrido,



Spanish Minister to China, is leavng for the Capital by rail today
and expects to reach Nanking on the 26th inst, Negofiations will be
started for a new Sino~Sipanish Treaty soon after the Spanish diplomats
arrival, Deec, 29, 28
Fernando Po-Proposition Fizzling

Reports to hand yesterday were, that through efforts of the local
Chamber of Commerce;, who have observed the long delay in com-
pleting the negotiations in behalf of those recruited for Fernando
Po, and on account of the inadvisability of housing this large group
of inactive laborers, a plan is on foot to disband them and send
them off to Manchuria, The sooner such a plan is carried out, the
better as it must be costing some one some money to maintain the
large camp, not to say the expert assistance that has been engaged
to supervise the entire operations,

16 is very much doubted whether the two foreign gentlemen who
were the means of gebting Tsingtao so wrought up over this recruiting

43



44
of laborers will put in an appearance, again, as they are stated. to
be in Japan or some other place, a safe distance from Tsingtao,

If the above proposition of sending the laborers to Manchuria
matures, it will be in line with the desire of the Nationalist Govern~
ment that this partieular expedition to Fernando Po be diverted, It
does not behcove any section of our foreign community to disregard
the desires of the Government of the country in which we are resident,
particularly since our own governments are getling into such close,
harmony with the new Government of China, Dee, 29, 98

Fernando Po :

Peipinyg; The recruiting of Chinese labourers in Tsmgtao by
cerbain Spanish merchants for Africa hes brought about an official
investigation from Napking, The people in general are opposed to the
recruiting but the’ Chinese officials. In Tsingtio, who have been
suspected of working in collusion with the recruiters, have taken
every thing in hand and several of the leading oppositionists have



been drrested in spite of public-protests. In compliance with -the
petition of the people the Nanking Board of Imterior has wired to
the Shantung authorities ordering them to take measures to suppress
‘the reeruiting, The Board also points out that these labourers once
in the hands of their employers on arrival in their destination will
become “Chu Chai” slaves), no matter what they are promised in
China, Further the climate there is too hot and umsuitable to the
Chinese, and the island is unpopulated, In reply to enquiries of the
Board, the Chinese Minister in Lisbon has wired that under no
circumsiance should the Chinese Goveanment allow the recruited:
labourers to leave China in view of the horrible state of affairs in
the African island, revealed after investigation, The Government has
consequently wired to the Spanish Government and Legation in Peiping,
prote¢sting against the recruiting, and urging the cancellation of the
-coptracts, It iz learned that the first bateh of labourers with official
aid was'to leave Tsingtao last week, but the chartered British steamer
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refused to mix in the slavery trade and.another Japanese steamer is
being ' approached, thus delaying fheir departure, and enabling
intervention,
The Fernando Coolies Disbanded

As previously reported, Sunday was the' day for a the general
disbandment of the coolies who were reecruited for the proposed
expedition to Fernando Po,

Fortunately the day was bright and clear, not the day we were
pleasantly surprised with yesterday, with ground covered six inches
deep with snow, ‘

Large preparations were made for the disbandment; and if China’
could dishand her surplus soldiers as these coolies were disbanded
it would be a great relief,

Representatives form the Administration, Chamber of Commerce
and Chief Wang of the' Police Department and Chief Fang of the
Pao An De, were all on hand together with other interested parties,



Both Messrs, Bckford and Stewart were also present, and when the
editor of The China Sphere put in an appearance he was politely but
steri’ﬂy requested to leave the premises’ as it was mno affair of his
and whatever information was desired could be obtained from the
Goveérnment,-it was a very good way to treat a press represenfative
particularly when accompanied by the person he was, who for the
time being was also asked o leave, but who later returned,

After some negotiations as to just how the procedure should
start, disbanding commenced at about II o’clock a,m, and continued
thru until nearly six p.m, Some 1700 people,men, woman and children,
were paid off with ten dollars a piece, There yemain only about forty
who are in the hospital,

Four hundred of this group, upon signifying their willingness to
go to Manchuria, were promised free passage and it is reported that
Admiral Sheng Hung Lieh at Mukden sent word that he would see
they were taken care of,
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Some $20,000 were prepared for the purpose of paying off, which
money ‘was made ready by the Chinese Cliamber of Commerce, Messrs
Cornabe Bckford and The Administration which boré the brunt of
the load,
And so the affair has ended,
Jan. 1, 1929

The Fernando Po Recruits To Be Disbanded Today

Through joint efforts of the Chinese Chamber of Commerce and
others’ who have been intsrested in the matter of the coolies recuited
for the proposed expedition to Fernando Po, & general d1sbandment
will take place at Teangkou this morning at 10 o’clock, The Chamber
of Commerce is prepared to give $5.00 to each person who resides
within the limits of Tsingtan and $10,00 to each person who lives
further away, ‘

Such a solution of this unfortunate experience is muc" preferred
than a long drawn out affair and the Governor is to be eongr ' lated



upon the graceful exit to what might have been an otherwise com-
plicated nsgotiation on his part, Nuf sed?, Dec, 80, 28
Nanking Learns That Recuited Coolies Were To Be Disbanded

Nanking;—A Tsingtao message states that the authorities there
have ordered that the 2000 Chinese laborers recruited by Spanish
agencies for transportabtion to South Africa for colonization purposes
he sent back to their respective homes, Funds for the repatriation of
the laborers have been jointly contributed by the Port authorities
and the Refugees Relief.Society, the former having appropriated
$10,000 for the purpose, Jan, 5, 1929

LOCALS

Dr. Don, G, Lew together with Mr, Eckford have gone to Shanghai
and possibly on to Nanking relative to seeing the Naticnalist Goyvern~
ment regarding a second effort to enlist coolies for Fernando Po,
Had the Nationalist Government been.approached in the right way
the first time, there might not have been any trouble about the first
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batch of coolies going, However hopes can not be held too high that
s sanchion will be given for a second fry at it immediately,
Jan, 6, 1929
First Nationalist Representative In Tsingtao
Mr, Tu is the first representative from Nanking to come o Tsingtao
and to present credentials to the local government by whom he was
very well réceived, Mr Tu together with the BEditor of this paper
visited the coolie concentration camp al Tsangkoun Iast Sunday and
were ushered out by the foreigners in charge who claimed the visit
wag an unwelcome intrusion, The former réeturned later irn the day
however, 4
Mr O, Y, Tu the first bonafida representative of tbe Central
Government to be received in Tsingtao' returned to Nanking by the
Dajren Maru yesterday, Mr, Tu was specially semt to Tsingtao tg
investigate the recruiting. of coolies for Fernando Po, Hé represented
four organizations or deparbments of the Nationalist Government on



bhis errand; The Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Industry and Commerce,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and The Overseas Committee, Mr, Tu’s
regular funetion is as a member of General Chang Chih-chiang’s
Dpium Committee for which he also made some investigotions while in
I'singtao, It may be said that Mr, Tu was the first Natiomalist
Representative to present his credentials to the local Administration
and other city officials, Jan, 4, 1929
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