(1025 ) Numb- 51,

PHILOSOPHICAL
TRANSACTIONS.

September 20. 1669,

The Contents.
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Anfwer to fome Inquiries about the late Eruption of Mount
Ena, An Accountof two cooks: 1, DISCOU RS de M,
STENON fur L’ ANATOMIE dvsCERVE AU
1 1. The former Accomptof Dr Witties ANSWER toHT-
DROLOGIA CHYMIC A enlarged: Where the fana-
tive wvertue of the Scarborough Spaw s afferted from long ex-
perieaces and onthas occafion the Healing performances of many
other Waters 5 bothin England and elfewhere , difcourfed of 5
together with their particular Cures , Ingredients , Mixinres ,
and the Wayes of Analyfing thems as alfo the Necesfiry of ufing
them or moft of them at the Spring-head, &o.

An Extralt of aLetter

Containing the whole Proce[s , ufed in France for making Sea-Sale
by the Sun 5 communicatedto the Publifher in French,by an Ine
genious Dr of Phyfick of thas Nation , refiding near the chief
place, where tis practifed s and Englifhed as follows:

sir,
Can at prefent acquit myfelf but of one of the Commiffi-
Ions, you gave mewhen I took my leave of you, referring
the other to more jeifure, Aud I herewith fend

* seethe Figire. you the Plan * of our Salt-making Marifhes,
D dddd together
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iogether with the Way of making our Sale, If therebe any
thing , I have forgot, or related obfcurely , give. yeurfelf on-
ly thetrouble of advertizing me of it, aad in my next Iwill
add or cleer it,

AAA, is theSea,

Il, the Eatry, by which the Ses-water paffes into B B,

B B, the firft Receptacle; in which the Water is kept 20,

inches deep:

C CG, thefecond Recepracle, where the Water maketh
three turnings, asyoun fee, andis ro, inches deep,

22, theOpening, by which the firft and fecond Recepracle
have communication one with another,

EEF, the third Receptacle, which is properly called the
Marih,

dddddd, is a Channel very narrow, through which the
Water muft pz{fe before it enters out of the {econd Recep-
tacle into the third,

33. is the Opening , by which the Water runs out of the fe-
cond into the third Recepracle,

The pricks, you fee in the Water throughout the whole
Scheme, doe mark the courfe and turnings, which the
Water is forced to make before it comes to hhhhh,
which are the places where the Sale is made,

bhhhhh, arethe Beds of the Maiifh, wherethe Salt is made 5
and in them the Water muft not be above an inch and
an half deep, Eachof thefe Bedsis1s foot longand 14
foot large,

99999, ate thelittle Channels between the Beds,

88888, are the Apertures , by which the Beds receive the
Sea-water after many windings and turnings,

Whenitraines, the openings 22, 33. are ftopp’d, to hin-

der the Water from running into the Marith mark’cE EF,
{nlefs itrain much, the rain-water doth hiccle hurt to the Ma-
rith; andalthough itrain aday oranight, we doenotlet the
water whichisin the Marifh run out , the heat of the Sun fuf-
ficiently exhaling fach Rain-water, if, for example it benot
above aninchhigh, Only,itit haverain'd very pleatifully that
day , no Salt is drawnfor the 3, or4. next-following days, Bu_tg:
i
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ifitrain 5. ot 6. days, the people arethen necefficated co emp-
ty all the Water of the Bedsby a peculiar Channel, conveigh-
ing itinto the Sea ; which Channel cannot be opened, but
when 'tis Low water, But’tis very feldome , that it rains fo
long as to conftraine men to empty thofe Beds,

*Tis obvious,that the hotteft years make the moft Salt; where
yetitis to be noted, that befides the heat of the Sun, the
Winds contribute much to it, inregard that lefs Salt is made
in Calme, thanin Windy weather, The Weft-and North-
welt Winds are the beft for this purpofe.

Our Country-people draw the Salt every other day, and they
draw out of thofe Beds, mark’t 554, every timemore than
an hundred pound weight of Salt,

Inthe hotteft part of the Summer there is Salt made even du-
ring Night,

The Inftruments uled to draw the Salt, have many fmall
holes , to lec the Waterpals, and to retain nothing but the
Sale, ’

According to the Quality of the Earthor Ground of the Ma-
rith, the Saltis mademore or lefs White, The Reddith earth

‘maketh the Salt more Gray; the Blewith, more White : Be-
fides , if you letruninalittlemore water than you ought, the
Salt becoms thence more White 5 but then it yields not fo
much, Generally all the Marifhesrequirea fat Earth, neither
Spungy nor Sandy,

And as to the Whitenefs of Salt in particular, there are
3. thingstobeconfidered : Firff , that the Earth of the Marifh
be proper, Secondly, that the Sult be made with good ftore of
water. Thirdly, That the Salt-man, who draws it , be dex-
trcus, Inthislfle of Rbethereare, that draw very dark sale,
and otkers, thatdraw itas whiteasSnows and foitis in Xuir-
tonge, Chiefly careis to be taken , that the Earth at the bot-
tome of the Beds mingle not with the Salt. The salt, we ufe at
our Tables, is pertectly white ; whichis thence, thst 4. or g,
hours before the Saltistobe drawn, we draw the Creme, or
that Sale which isform’d on the top of the water, The grains
of it are fmaller, thanof theother, Generally the Saltof Y.is-
tonze is fomewhat whiter, than ours, 1 donotwell know the
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bignefs of che Sea-Salt made by Fire; bat oursisof the fizeof 2
Pepper-grain,and of a Cubical {hape,

T he Marithes are preferv’d from one year toanother by over-
flowing them , fo that the water be near a foot highabove the
Marithes,

There are Marithes, thatare not feparated from the Seabut
by a ditch of 20, or 30, foot large: othersare further diftint,re-.
ceiving the Water by Channels, that are made according to
the Scituation of the Marith:s, To preferve this Ditch, it is
ftrengthened with ftones from the foot to the top , as we ufe to
pave fireets, ,

The Timber of the Marifhes , if it be of good Oak, keeps

near thirty years; but there is- ufed but lictle Wood, all the
Ditches and Apertures being done with ftones,

, An Anfwer
To fome Inguiries eoncerningthe Eruptions of Mount ZEtna, An;

1669, Communisated by fome Inquifisive Englifs Merchants,
nom refiding in Siaily.

: Ouching the Forerunners ofthis Fire, there was, for the
fpace of 18, days , before it broke out, a very thick
dark sky in thofe parts, with Thunder and lightning and fre-
quent Concuffions of the Eirth , which the people make terri-
ble reporcs of , thoughI never faw nor heard of any Buildings
caft down thereby , favea fmal rown or village , call’d Nicolof 5
about halfe a mile diftant from the New Mouth , and fome fuch
otherflight Buildings among thofe Towns, that were after
over-run by the Fire. Befides, it was obferv’d ch. tt € Old top
or Mouth of e£zradid, for 2,0r 3. months before, rige more
thanufual 5 thelike of which did 7olcan and Strombilo, two
Burning Iflands to the Weft-ward, And the top of e £1#s muft
abous the fame time have funk down intoitsold #orago r hole,
inthat’tis agreed by all, that had feen this movatum before
that it was very much lower’d. Other Forerunners of this Fire
Thave not heard nor met with,
It fizft broke out on the Eleveath of March 669, abour two
tours before night, and that oa the Saw. 4-Eaf- fide ox skirt of
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