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A Brief Survey of the Tamil Press

SOMALAY

(Tamil Culture, Vol. IV No. 2 April 1955)

The inception of the modern press in Tamil dates back to
" about 1830 when some Christian missionaries came out with a
monthly journal from Tranquebar-

THE PIONEER.

The daily newspapers in Tamil—as in the other Indian
languages—were an off - shoot of the rise of Indian nationalism.
The first Tamil daily—the Swadesamitran — was founded by
Mr. G. Subramania Iyer, in the last quarter of the 19th century.
It was remarkable for its vivid reporting and outspoken leaders,
during the freedom struggle. A conservative paper by pre-
sent day standards, it has maintained a uniform standard. The
late poet Subramanya Barathi was associated with this paper for
several years.

Begun as a half-anna paper, the now widely-read Dinamani

is generaly regarded as the mouthpiece of the Congress (now

ruling) party. It has always been on the winning side politically,

" It has built up 2 reputation thanks to the improvement in its

services and its enterprising editors. As the editor of Dinamans

and other dailies, Mr. T+ S. Chockalingam dominated Tamil jour-

nalism for two decades. His facile pen had colour, charm and
distinct individuality-

Dinamani now exchanges news over leased wires with news.-
papers in different cities, thanks to its link-ups. It has introdu-
ced gbmic strips and curtailed verbatim reports. The following
extract from an issue of Dinamani will give the reader an idea of
the style employed in its leading articles : \
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o ds fsswrd apdpg. Qo e-wuTinbg JFTEU FamLudicy Lo
QuibLiissr Gasrall Galymiiug maow 9PfeH, @b sissTi
om 5@ mMlibin g udlsh Qb g afniod 2 agriliL@e s HEG
5 & HMSII Y EHHWD Seudwin.  Bwre yafls5s LB, sagr Ciibid
Hovniema GrHuiaense HmUuellssnt s 19060 @ULILSEMS
Pp FTEHTHS STy, B, LB aflsievmietiearu b SHL&HSATUYID
OsThHraysdaruyd Gomms FiseTi  Fmegy & UHA (T HET.
Sjeuitacr @FTalgl @ETmI, QFiug ETma e g Caml@u
uBey, e Mo sLmWLeHT, WL, wp s5OwmILI DD BEEL (LpeD D
o grofil S oTer o Larugsmamuy g et
T 56T AN @) ST ST H6IT 6w ML) GLPUILIGDEVTLD,

ScriPT REFORM.

The Viduthalai established with the object of furthering the
- interests of the Tamils has had a stormy career. In the twenties,
it became a power under Justice Party rule. Its founder, Mr. E.
V. Ramasamy Naicker, is the pioneer of script.reform. Script,
like society, charges with the times. Tamil script—which
consists of a huge alphabet of nearly 250 letters—can be cut down
to 44. The Viduthalat has always published (&) as (ewsv) The
Swadesamitran followed this up and came out a few years ago
with a few columns of matter in the new script.

Founded by an ardent lover of the Tamil language,
Mr. Karumuthu Thiyagarajan, the Tamilnadu of Madurai is the
~ latest entrant to the field of daily journalism. It maintains a high

literary standard. The paper is bound to serve the cause of the
Tamil language and the Tamil people in an increasing measure
The extract given below is from a leading article in this paper:

Sy 1 uTL O%er
sl sr@ 27.2-1955
@b i’ L g SuTHUUTET THEHL_ T AP6IT OTT Q&I G GlaT 6vor L
RUUBSE®BL L s g), g swrfliurertaefiar LAgrisef

- gusiTaT LTLG0&ST  E%oT HFBF uTEO@ad auruieurs BaTRn e
Lt wsHu STeTRisD pgsy QIIABIIG wF3uDHS5HE S .
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st 19, off. Grani wEHHU ymuwssgoanisd G Gubms
Swhai, % SHbHL aTQAEiuih Syt L gvsgar  gpebd
UrliIgeI g uPP HFETHEISE QaTETme nf M FOMLLS 6 STLB
Abml. “ Hogiu. Qos Gurdrp Tl HEFWTD  10HSTHHGL
Lwehiedv.  aarGa simrLs @mssls o h s7Gausr@ib.
gLt GmF@L TAIMTOHE TAIMATOY LmoHmauilss pigu{Enr
SIRIUGT Y& BRIUATEY QFUI HTH BOV G 61 6T D &(1H 560 & SH0\BT 6o L
L i Gasmsi 508 smssisncars A5 0575 Be L (Lpew muled
LS55 CarLmbei, @sar afiaTwurs, %1 & b UTQEH
wisd @efuriutiu@h STt UTL_60a6A T  6TeusTeuolldhems  BITGT
L_aPsd &3 Db &l ugeruiHmI. STFTHRHWD &ggﬁ_c&r 65T M) BT 6V
mest pudmH B G BN Syl uTL 058  @edLiy Lo &i
SbSBHLI L BSEEHEG aflarbLyDd  SHoS) BuITeT (b 6T Ml o M,
& SE@®, ST 05T L1 LaTL® & o S DG sl L aord Car(hs
sOLGums BmsHalll BUTaIsTs SFSTRISD 9 M5 S Bl
Bt  olTaurs, STFTRSSHDGD, Hogliur e flowwirert
BHEHEHGD GG b Sioubs QUUBSD (paShs Sl 3 St Lledreri,
2%t SABHU UTQE@T YITLTHITHHGS gwrTHoBw &7 HFHbESH.
rar@at, ouiaafln QuUpELITGTT BV BT L ur_evaZr
Qg baly.  @Ouy L AT D Pmme uT6E@N Buin gt peu Hem PGB
T L_eoTudeori.

INFANT MORTALITY.

Due to financial limitations, lack of managerial ability and
other disabilities, dailies which came into existence one after
another made a fade-out as fast as they appeared. Of these,
Tamilnaduw (of Dr. Varadarajalu Naidu), Logopakari, Dinasars,
Maalaimani etc., deserve mention Navasakth and Desabakthan—
both shortlived exerted an influence unsurpassed by any of their
contemporaries, thanks to the zeal of their distinguished editor,
the late Thiru. Vi. Ka. He wrote in chaste Tamil and coined
su'table words in Tamil where none existed and he succeed in
making these words familiar to the bulk of the newspaper-
reading-public. And this at a time when other papers were using
a style like this:

oY OrOTaULFET  FHFAVLTS B & HC6u g5 QUossT M
BTIQUIGT BTE 6T 6D STHRISFIOST HMBSHHT QFaYiley &b STBT S
LTSt T ) LR POL_cgras L gHled CareTE)i.

d}esides Swadesamitran, Dinamani, Viduthalai and Tamil-
nad referred to already, Bharatadevi, Thanthi, Nam Naadu,
Socialist Muslim, Janasakthi, are all opublished from Madras.
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Other Tamil dailies includes Nava India from Coimbatore,
‘Thinamalar from Trivandrum and one from Pondicherry-
‘Tamil dailies published from outside of India are the Thina.
Earan and the Veerakesari of Golombo, Bala Burma and Rasika
Ranjani of Rangoon, and Tamil Nesan, Tamil Murasu, Malaya
Nanban, Sevika and Muyarcht from various towns in Malaya.
Thus we have in all 21 dailies in Tamil (as against 23 in
Malayalam). One Tamil daily has a net sale of 60.000; but
circulation isno real mews use of the number of its readers. It
is a common sjght in the villages to find one paper shared by
nearly a dozen readers. ‘

Trae Periobical PRESs.

Before we continue our survey of the®Tamil Daily, Press,
we may take a brief look at the Periodical Press.

A conservative estimate—made by the Bombay Tamil
Sangam, which organised an exhibition of Tamil journals in
1949—puts the number of Tamil periodical in the region of 400.

Dinamani Kadir, 2 weekly, claimed in July 1950 a record
of 130,000 in circulation. This phenomenal growth was due to
its bumper size and relative chezpness (2 annas). It has since
yielded place to Kalks. Kalki now has a circulation larger than
that of any other single-edition newspapsr publication in India—
English or vernacular, daily or weekly. Its late editor, Kalki
R. Krishnamurthi, was a fluent writer who successfully exploited
his ability to explain difficult and often complicated political
problems in simple terms. Readings his articles was a political
education to the masses. Another popular weekly, the Ananda
Vikatan is designed to entertain rather than to inform; it
publishes ligh: writing of human angle stories. Most weeklies
and monthlies carry short stories, modern fiction and serial
novel. The others—the attractively printed Vindhya of Bombay,
the Kumarimalar, Sakthi, Amudasurabi and Pownni all of Madras,
to mention a few —are quality journals catering to a wide variety
of interests. Kalatkathir of Coimbatore is a high-class journal
devoted mainly to articles of scientific and the enthusiasm of its
ponsors deserves all praise. Though we do not have any
children’s daily like the one published by the Mainichi news-
papers in Japan. some good children's periodicals like the
Poonjolai have recently come out and hold good promise for the
future. Nalvali is a health magazine published by the Oriental
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Watchman group from Poona. A few literary journals also
exist ; some digest papers have also come out. Film magazines
are legion. Otherwise, there are no trade papers. The technical
press is equally conspicuous by its absence. While the need for
gpecialised periodicals exists, their prospects are none too bright.
If they are to avoid early death, such papers must be aided by
public trusts, foundations, libraries and governmental organisa-
tions. Subscribers again will be mostly institutional and not
individual.

LOCAL EDITIONS,

To get back to our survey of the daily Press, Mr. Adityan of
Thantht made a langmark in South Indian journalism by bringing
out a daily paper from a mofussil centre. Dimamani also has
come out with a Madurai edition. Reference has already been
made to Tamilnadu of Madurai and Nava I[ndia of Coimbatore
and other papers. Thereis a large scope for such dailies, provi-
ded they do not become carbon copies of the Madras issues.
More local coverage is required, A good local paper keeps the
municipality, the Magistrates, the police and the hospitals upto
the mark and on their toes, and tells everybody what is going
on. Ina democracy, news concerning the common man is the
staple, not the news relating to the elite or the highbrow.

Some of the handicaps of publishing dailies from places like
Madurai and Coimbatore. which are far-removed from the sea-
ports, may be enumerated here. The cost of printing is high
in the smaller cities. On account of railway freight, the cost of
newsprint is higher in the interior cities. Even a small increase
in the price of newsprint—say half-an-anna per pound —may con-
vert the profit into a loss. When a lino-type machine goes out
of order, it cannot be set right immediately in the smaller towns
like Madurai- Pondicherry or Trichy. A technician has to be
sent for from Madras. ~Again, process-engraving and block-
making are at a primitive stage of development in the mofussil -
cities. In the face of such heavy odds, the progress made by
dailies in interior cities may be considered as satisfactory.

NEws CONTENT

A’bout 50% of the news space of Tamil dailies is foreign. The
Tamil dailies do not attempt any objective interpretation in the
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news pages themselves by the provision of relevant background
material and feature articles. ‘

Even for all India and provincial news, the Tamil Press
depands on official handouts, news supplied by P.T.I. and other
news agencies and syndicates. These are rarely suplemented by
exclusive sources. As a. result, the reports are stale and stereo-
typed and make dull reading. If the Tamil Press is to survive,

they must aim at some local colour and individuality.
9

As we have already stated, Tamil dailies are by-products of
politics and so the bill of fare provided by them relates almost
exclusively to political affairs. A shift in news content is appa-
rent recently ; we hope it 1s a pointer to future trends.

0

75% of the news is received in the English language;0 tele-
printer and telegraph messages are conveyed in English; in a few
Tamil dailies, even the leading article is translated from English.
Hence translation is the chief pre-occupation of the Tamil Press,
Unfortunately transliteration is too frequently resorted to in
place of translation. Asa result, only people with some know-
of English are able to follow the Tamil Press intelligently.

No doubt jouranalists have to produce translations in condi-
tions of hurry and strain. And translations are done by different
people, with the result there is no uniformity in the renderings
of the translators. * In the first place, it is not merely a know-
ledge of English that is required of the translator but he should
also be a good scholar of subject which is being translated...,
The spirit of the subject-matter has to be absorbed by the trans-
lator...... With the rapidly developing modern literature ,on
technical and scientific subjects, the translator must keep pace
with the requirements of modern knowledge, '*

Book-reviews are a regular. feature in the Tamil dailies ;
but the books for review are. almost as a rule, allowed to pile up
for several weeks with a hasty distribution at the end- The bulk
of the reviewing is done by the staff of the newspapers concer-
ned. News of forthcoming books rarely appear and this is all
the more deplorable as there are no publishers’ publicity sheets,
book trade press etc., in Tamil.

* Sir A, Ramasamy Mudaliar, in an address to the Secondary Schoo 1 Teachers
Association, Mayuram, on 31st March 1953



vii
EDITORIAL STAFF

The editorial staff of the Tamil Press are English educated
University products and their mental equipment is high. But,
generally speaking, their Tamil education is rather poor. It is
essential that editors and publishers of Tamil newspapers should
be well-versed in the Tamil language and its literature. The
editorial staff should also be in a position to differentiate good
Tamil from bad, honest prose from the slipshod, the vulgar and
the affected. It is time they realised the need to acquire a wide
vocabulary. Words are the tools of their trade ; the more words
they know and can use correctly and effectively, the better
journalists they will be.

Frank Gandlin dn his Teach Yourself Journalism (English
University Press Publication) observes :

The equipment that the sub-editor must bring to his task includes first
and foremost, a complete command of correct English—spelling, punctua-
tion, grammar, sentence-construction, and current idiom. He must com-
mand too, a fluent, succinct and forceful style of his own, for he is far
from being the butcher of other men’s writing that some reporters would
have one believe.

Obviously, our Press barons believe that the English qualifica-
tions insisted upon by the English papers do not apply to the
Tamil language and the Tamil papers! Otherwise, how are we
to account for the slipshod style used by them ? Grammatacal
mistakes are the rule, rather than the exception.

Another defect is that the editorial staff is manned by people
of homegeneous political views. Modern canons of journalism
insist that persons with a wide variety of views should be on the
editorial staff to reflect diverse opinions.

It is said of the T¥mes of London that the Letters to the
Editor column is the most-read part of it. Unfortunately, it is
just the other way about with regard to the Tamil Press, for the
Cream of Tamil society goes in for the English-language Press.
Very few Tamil newspaper—readers care to write such letters.
Perhaps, the Tamil Press can stimulate readers’ interest by
awarding small prizes for the best letters on different subjects.

SPECIA& DISABILITIES OF THE TAMIL PRESS

The technical equipment of the Tamil Press is rather
poor- We know of no Tamil paper using the latest vertical type
a—14
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Rotary Press aﬁd multi-colour printer. Nor has any effort been
"‘made to provide a course of journalism in Tamil. A beginning
could be made by hoiding a series of seminars.

. Very few papers have an up to date reference library. Index
Departments, again, are rare.

Mofussil correspondents are very few and most of them
untrained. Lack of sufficient office-space, bad lighting. paucity
of Tamil typewriters, poor filing system—these are common to
most dailies. Telephones are few and consequently, access to
news is limited. Competent proof-readers and re write men are
not generally found.

In sending invitations in conection with Press conference, in
allotting and arranging seats at various functions, in constituting
committees and Press Commissions, and in the appointment of
journalists to Government jobs, the journalists of the Tamil Press
have not always received due recognition. Government hand-outs,
again, are either in English or in Hindi. The Tamil Press
suffers equally in regard to revenue from advertisement, as
advertisers usually prefer the English Press.

NEED TO EVOLVE A STANDARD STYLE

Most of the dailies use a simple style but a highly Sanskri-
tised language. There is little attempt to aim at correct Tamil
usage. On the other hand, a few literary journals use long and
involved sentences ; their qualifying clauses clog and circumlocy-
tions weaken the style. Parenthesis and cumbersome inversions
are difficult to read and more difficult to follow. A standard style
suited to journalism has to be evolved. This may be on the
pattern of the Italian Press which adopts a kind of half- literary,
half-personal style.

A StYLE BOOK * is unknown to the Tamil Press. In the absence
of a Style Book, many kinds of errors creep into the dailies,

* STYLE BOOK gives Rules of Composition for the use ‘of eﬁiltors copy-
holders, operators, and p1oof—readqs Such books are not for sale,though copies
-usually may be obtained by persons interested.
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which is regrettable. Hundreds of English and Hindi words
are ‘“transplanted” in the Tamil papers, although of course in
Tamil characters. A Style Book would disccurage such tenden-
cies. It could give instructions to ensure uniformity in spelling,
usage etc. It is not uncommon now to find different expressions
in one and the same page of some dailies: e.g.

HRTL_T, BHTGTIT

oQUIT,  SJUNIT

b
7-1b mAGT, T-Hib BIGT

TBige T, QFmiGsTest
¢
BT HIM&BID, BIHTHD

@aTpiisy, Q&IrepdLjeilsd
BDUeCany, s5DIRCHTY
mrwy®, mru@

Literacy DRIVE.

In some South American States, where literacy was poor-
prominent newspapers published simple lessons gradually work,
ing them up to a complete course lasting four to five months.
At the end of the course, they offered readers free gifts of
primers. This resulted in the circulation of those papers mount-
ing up considerably. The Tamil newspapers also may follow
this example and help eradication of illiteracy and incidentally
help themselves.

CONCLUSION.,

To sum up, in circulation and technique of production the
Tamil Press, like the Bengali, is far ahead of Hindi and other
Indian-language papers. Inthe last twenty years, the Tamil
Press has made big strides. Its contribution to the success of
the movement fcr political freedom is impressive. There is how-
ever great scope for improvement and expansion. With increas=
. ing literacy, higher standards of life and the impending change
over ofsthe State language from English to Tamil, the Tamil Press
has bright days ashead. The pioneering spirit which has carried
it so far will ensure it a prosperous futures
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European Impact on Tamil Journalism

Extract from : EUROPEAN IMPACT ON MODERN TAMIL WRITTING
AND LITERATURE (Unpublished mss)

A survey paper by Somalay submitted -to the Third Inter-
national Conference -Seminar of Tamil Studies, Paris. (July 1971)

¢ JOURNALISM AND TRANSLATION

The first Tamil journals were published by European officers
and European Missionsries. Some of them used English head-
lines and titles for news and articles in Tamil\17¢

The journalists wrote on a wide variety of subjects, on
' things unattempted yet in Tamil prose or;rhyme "

Journalism has brought into Tamil an estimated 3,000 wordsl
of European origin to denote commercial, political, adminis-
trative and technical words.

News — most of it —is received in English through the tele-
printer and the telegraph. Translation has become the main job
of the journalists. In writing original articles too, the journalists
think in English and write in Tamil, thus leaving English impact
on ideas and sentence construction. 177

Journalists have to translate ina hurry. So, eventhough
simple and apt words exist or suitable terms can be coined, trans-
liaterations are made spoiling the meaning and context of words

eg.:

Transliteration Translation
Took part Pankeduthuk-kondanar Kalanthukondanar
Pig Iron Panri Irumpu Vaarppu Irumpu
Waterfall Neer Veelchchi Aruvi

176. Professor A. Srinivasa Raghavan “ Western Influence on Tamil Literature
of 19th century ” (* Ezhuthalan> Annual), Trichy 1960, p. 109.

177. M. R. Perumal Mudaliar Director of Tamil Development in Thitis Tamil- |
zad,the 21st International Geograph ical Congress S. 27 Madras Symposil'im (Dec
1968) ‘ )
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Likewise, usages and idioms contrary to Tamil tradition are
imported in modern writing- 17 Proper names are mutilated e.g.
Grand Anicut is the English version for ‘< Kallanai’ but, it is re-
translated into Tamil as ‘Periya Anaikkattu’ 17 European
impact in place-names is of several types (1) Anglicised names
e g. Tinnevelly for Tirunelveli (2) English usage of abbreviated

names ¢ 2. Aar Es mangalam for the full name Raja Singa Man-
galam The Tamillabbreviation could only be Raa. Si.-Mangalam.

Il

Tamil Literary Journals
Annual Number 1963, Ezhutalan, Trichy
“ SOMALAY ”

Tamil has a rich literary heritage ; output of prose literature
in the 19th and 20th centuries has been remarkable both in quality
and quantity. This is equally true of the Tamil Press. I shall
endeavour to survey the literary journals in Tamil and those in
English pertaining to Tamil.

I hope classify the journals into such broad categories as :

the scholarly journalas
the popular journals
the socio-cum-political journals

the literary pages of the dailies and the
weeklies

5. journals devoted to poetry

~ N e

178. Murugu Subramaniam, Translation Problems in Mass Media, (A paper
for second TInternational Conference Seminar of Tamil Studies, Madras) Kuala
Lumpur 1968, pp. 10-11

179, K. A. Nilakanta Sastri, A History of South India from Pre-historic limes

to the Fall of Vijayanagar (Translation and publication by Government of Ceylon by
arrangement with Oxford University Press) p. 344.
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6. journals having religious, caste and regional
backgrounds

7. literary reviews
House journals
School and college publications
10. Government publications and
11. Tamil journals published from oustside of India

The Scholarly Journals :— This group of journals has been
mainly publishing comments on Sangam literary topics and
articles of very high academic calibre by erudite scholars of
Tamil. This style of writing adopted by them sounds pedantic;
unduly long sentences. high-sounding words and cumbersome
phrases are their favourite usages. Of late, some of these
contributors are using a simpler style This publications have
a limited circulation confined to certain sections. But their
influence and reference value are significant. It may be
mentioned here that tributes to deceased scholars consume
considerable space.

Of the defunct journals, Kalanilayam (ed. T. N. Sesha-
chalam) and Pulavarulagam (ed. Jagaveerapandiyan) have played
a great part in infusing popular interest in the great epic Kamba-
ramayanam.

The Sen Tamil, the Tamil Pozhil and the Sen-Tamil Selvi
are being issued as the organs of the Madurai Tamil Sangam, the
Karanthai Tamil Sangam and the Tirunelveli South India Saiva
Siddhantha works publishing society respectively.

The Popular Journals —Among literary journals founded
to enrich the Tamil language and also reach a wide circle of
readers, the now defunct Chindtanai, Sakthi, Manikkodi and

Kirama Oolian deserve pride of place.

Manikkodi did veomen service to a revival of literary
activity. It brought out a schosl of jamil Fiction consisting of
Kupara, B.S. Ramiah, N.Pitchamoorthi and a host of others
who can as well be called the Manikkodi group.

o,

Several of them first saw their writings in print in the
Kiramma Oclian. whicl was published from Thuraiyur, Trichy.
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Thiruloka Seetharam, Vallikkannan and last but not least, A. V. R,
" Krishnaswami Reddiar wielded their facile pens and threw them-
selves heart and soul into the paper Their burning enthusiasm
and the wide ground that a mofussil journal covered were
unparalleled.

Kalamohini also published from Trichy owed its fame to
Salivahanan and V. R. Rajagopalan

Sakthi, edited by Vai Govindan proved a great success as an
illustrated monthly. It broughtto its readers a wealth of rare
information on various subjects and featured literary articles by
some of the creative writers of this generation. Thsngal had in
it traces of Sakthi, and was even more shortlived than Sakthi
Next in the casuality list is Ponni. It came out with bold views
on literary and social problems. It carried articles of literary
value and yet had a popular appeal. It gained vast support from
the Puritants (Thani Thamil Movement, and captured the hearts
of the youth of Tamil Nad.

Tamil Thenral (ed- V. V. Ramaswami) and Kaveri (ed. N. R.
Ramanujam) issued respectively from Virudhunagar and Kumba-
konam respectively catered to the literary tastes of different
groups of people.

Of the existing iliterary journals, the oldest is Kalaimagal.
It into being in 1932 with K. V. Jaganathan as Editor, under the
patronage of a galaxy of writers and scholars headed by Maha-
mahopadhyaya Swaminatha Iyer. The first issue contained
articles from many distinguished contributors and the subjects
covered were encyclopaedic. Not a single story was published.
Today Kalaimagal is found in almost every Tamil home, thanks
to its metamorphosis from journal to magazine.

All publications which aim at high circulation figures have to
keep down their standards and cater to poular taste. This is
one of the hard facts of the present situation.

Amudasurabi, patterned on the Kalaimagal, serialises novels

and features a few literary essays.
.8

’ Kalaikkathir, brought out by a philanthropic industrialist of
Coimbatore, raised high hopes when it was first issued in 1948.
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Even though it successfully solved its teething troubles, the
journal has still its problems. Of late, it has not been able
to maintain its earlier from at, size and standard. In
fairness to Kalaikathir, we must recognize the spurt is gave to
the writing of scientific papers and books in Tamil.

<

Anukkathir, a recent incursion into the Tamil journalistic

field is modelled on Kalaikkathir and is manned by some former
members of the Kalaikkathir establishment.

Socto - cumi political jouwrnals: I[ndia (ed. Subramaniya
Barathi) and Navasakihi (ed. Thiru Vi. Ka) did a lot of spade-

work in the filed of Tamil writing by propagating revolutionary
ideas and chaste style. Thus they were the forerunners to the
better known papers of later days. But, these two journals were
too closely identified with the personal philosophies and policie$
of the editors. As a result, they are not looked upon as long-
standing institutions.

Thamarai, founded and edited until his death by P. Jeeva-
nandam, has a literary flavour about it. Writers holding leftist
views and propagating them to the Tamil readers with g
missionary spirit use this forum. Such of them as have studied
Tamil literature to a considerable depth write on literary topics.

Amaichan is the latest entrant to the field. Though its
compass is limited to the community development blocks, one
comes across articles of literary significance combined with a
sense of a foreign-language book.

Literary pages of the dailies and the weeklies.

All the Tamil dailies have a Magazine section as part of the
Sunday issue. But they leave a great deal to be desired. To
read, week, after week the same person’s writings is boring even
to the most patient of us. Unless editorsand managements consist
of really enlightened persons who have a passion for Tamil and
until they begin to pay adequate remuneration for contributions,
there is no likelihood of an improvement in the existing state of
affairs. There mustbe a regular search for new talent and what is
more, the talented must feel that their contributions will he
accepted on merits.
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Now we come to the popular weeklies. In point of mass
circulation, the Tamil weeklies stand foremost in India. T hey
mainly cater to the tastes of women and the teen-ager students.
Obviously they are full of light reading materials. The Ananda
Vikadan has to its credit the serialisation of Swaminatha
Iyer's autobiography and the encouragement it has given. to
writers of fiction and to playwrights. Recently, it has published
multi-lingual editions of books like C. Subramaniam'’s travelogue.
Despite its political pre-occupations, the Kalki has always given
its readers a fairly reasonable quota of literary articles. The
Kumudam extracts some quotations from book oft Tamil literary
value and has serialised a‘book on Tamil shorthand. The Swadesa-

mitran weekly prints articles on temples and inscriptions and on.
the great Tamil classics.

OnaDeepavali, Pongal and other festival days, these weeklies

bring out bumpsr numbers. These are a landmark in Tamil

publishing and the literary value of these souvenirs enhances
with the passage of time-.

Journals devoted to poetry.

Ancient Tamil literature is almost exclusively poetry.
Modern writing is mostly prose; but, in point of numbers, the
prose-writers out-number the budding poets. In providing a
maiden medium for these ambitious men and women, talented
poets like Barathidasan, Kannadasan and Thiruloka Seetharam
have given their helping hands through KUYIL, THENRAL and
SIVAJL. The latest debut is Kavithai (ed. Thesini).

Journals having religious, caste and regional back grounds.

The Siva cult of Hindu religion is identified with Tamil
language and its growth. The best of Tamil poems are the
religious out pourings of Manikkavasakar and other saints. As
a result of this tendency, learned articles of a literary character
find a way out in Siddhantham, Kumarakurubaran,
bandam, Tamilakam etc., which are the mou
Saiva Siddhantha Samajam, the Religious
nandal, Dharmapuram and Kunnakkudi..

Gnanasam-
th-pieces of the
Mutts at Tirupa-

Founded as a local paper at Karaikudi by Roya Chokka-
. lingam, Oozhtan moved to Madras and for a time it created a

sensatidn in political as well as .literar
ment of new talent is also comme

5—15

y circles. Its encourage-
ndable. Jts contemporary, the
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Kumaran (ed, S. Murugappa) was one of the first papers to
.discover the genius of R. P. Sethu Pillai and of Kavimani. It had:
.a glorious career of 25 years, ending with a competion among

budding poets.

. Arya Vaisyan, Senguntha Mithran, Muslim Murasu, Maha-
janam and a host of other .papers flood the market They have
their regular clientale. For want of other mediums, many a
good writer send their contribution to one or other of these. It
is there fore advisable to keep in close touch with the literary
outputs of these publications. Kurinji, (ed- Nedumaran and
published from Maduraj) is the latest entry to Tamil journalism.
It has the look of The Time. But for its prejudices and lack of

balanced views, it can be a successful proposition.

¢ VANJI NADU’ caters to the Tamils of Kerala ; its anuual
members are superb.

Literary reviews.

It is difficult to pick up any literary review of substance
which is regularly brought fortb. The Bharathi published by
‘the Madras Tamil Writers’ Association, carries news and articles
of interest to the writers. Almost covering the same ground is
the Ezhuthalan (The Writer) published and edited by A,V.K. Red-
diar from Tiruchirapalli. It has an .English section and also
publishes in Tamil, articles by non-Tamil writers. Its annual
numbers are a veritable mine of reference information for the

professional writer.

The Puthaka Nanban published quarterly by the Southern
Languages Book Trust contains translated articles from writers
in the other Dravidian languages and American and British
writers. It digests news and events in the publishing field and
gives a list of books released from time to time.

Ezhuthu and Saraswathi deal with modern literature. They
are issued by ‘ creative ” writers and their sycophants who bring
foreign influences to present day Tamil writing.

House Journals: With the increasing tempo of industriali
sation in Tamilnad, there is bound to be a proportionate increase
in the number of house journals, i-e. journals published by the
Public Relations Departments of industrial units {for circulation
-among staff, labour and customers. They will be well advised to
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_have a substantial Tamil section in their journals. So far, only
Electolite (Seshasayee Bros.) and TVS NEWS have Tamil
sections.

School and College Publications : These are legion. I would

however draw specific attention to the KURUKULAM of the
Hindu Religious School Wallajabad.

~ The Alagappa College Magazine (Karajkudi), The Presiden-
cian (Presidency College, Madras), the P.S.G. Arts College:
Magazine (Coimbatore) and the Magazines of the Thiyagarajar
College, Madurai, the Sir Thiyagaraya College, Madras and the
Pachaiyappa’s College, Madras are of literary value.

Gowernment Publications: An improvement in the content
and style of Tamil publications of the Madras Government is.
noticeable in the post-independence era. The GRAMA NALAM
publishes folk-songs in its issues.

The Oriental Manuscripts Library and the Tanjore Saras-
wathi Mahal Library present research papers in their bulletins.

Soviet Land and American Reporter—published by the
Information Services of U.S.S.R. and U.S.A.-through their
editions keep us in touch with literary events and personalities
of their countries. Their feature articles are written in chaste
language and a direct, simple style combined with choice diction
is employed by them to put across their ideas to the readers.

Tamil journals published outside India: Ceylonhe home of
two million Tamils—has produced many good writers and
research scholars. In addition to the features of magazine.pat-
tern, the Sunday edition of the THINAKARAN gives pride of
place to literary articles. Eelakesars, Eclanadu and Sr¢ Lanka
have each a history of its own and their services to Tamil litera--
ture is something of eternal value.

In Malaysia the Tamil Nesan and the now defunct Tamil
Murasu have been ardent champions of Tamil. The special num-
bers of the Tamil Murasu should put us in India to shame.

Publications in English: Of the journals which are no lon-
ger coming out, mention must be made of J.M. Nallasamy Pillai’s
Siddhantha Deepika for its steadfast serviges to Tamil.
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THE TAMIL CULTURE, (ed. Dr. Xavier, S. Thaninayagam)
is the organ of the Academy of Tamil Culture. Itis a quarterly
publication of considerable merit and acts as a clearing house of
information on activities bearing on Tamil throughout the world.

‘One wishes that there was more support for such an outstanding
journal

THE HINDU publishes articles bearing on Tamil literature,
history and culture in its Sunday issues. Whenever there is a
pressure on space, the editor has a problem and this is easily

solved. The first casuality is the Tamil section of the Book-
Review column.

Conclusion: In spite of the great progress that modern
Tamil literature is making, there is not even a solitary journal
-of real literary value Meagre capital resources, the high price of
printing paper, labour problems, absence of advertisers’ support,
unfair compettion from the low-priced weeklies—all these are
problems difficult of solution. It is upto some non-prote
‘organisation to sponsor a literary journal with a nominal-intfi-
Test loan and subsidy from the Government.
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Ixxxix
xvim  S. A, P. ANNAMALAI

Sathappa Annamalai Palaniappa Annamalai was born in
1924 with a silver spoon in his mouth. He strayed into jour-
nalism to keep himself active by taking up some hobby.- His
associates (especially P. V. Parthasarathy, his friend from
school-days) and himself have built Xumudam into India’s
largest cirulated weekly with an ABC figure more than five

lakhs. Kumudam has a presence in most literae Tamil house-
holds.

The secret of SAP’s success lies in his ability to pack
each issue with maximum possible material covering a wide
spectrum. Sales shot up with the issue of gift of bonus supple-
ments 2f booklets or on the spot photo-features and articles like
the one on C. N. Annadurai’s illness in New York. This bonus
issue was the only source of comprehensive coverage to hungry
public.

SAP’s film-reviews are bold, sharp, spicy, short and
telling, spelling the box-office hit or the financial ruin of the
film reviewed.

By nature, SAP is shy and retiring. He likes a good
joke and has the capacity to laugh at himself.” He is not deeply
attached to money and is known to be extremely generous.
Nurtured in the national movement, heis imbued by a high
degree of idealism. Always clad in Khadi, he appears in a
half-sleeve shirt but with a full, endearing and friendly smile.

SAP’s success in journalism is in striking contrast to the
prejudice of the Chettiars towards anyone who ever dared to
read a newspaper in the early decades of this century and indi-
cates the distance travelled by the community and its diversifi-
cation of business.’

Dr. A. ALAGAPPAN (ALJD)
M.A, M.Sc., Ph. D., BARRISTER-AT-LAW,
Chief, Water Resources, United Nations.
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96,844  copies sold at the Maximum Trade Terms of , . 2 40.0%
8 Average number sold at Trade Terms in excess of 40% and upto and including 50% Wil
@- Average number sold at less than basic Retail Price ... .. Nil
10, Average number sold at less than fu]l Subscription Rates .. - Nil
11. Average number dutnbuted free to staff, or as exchange, voucher und ’

complimentary copies 11
Authorised for issue by t.he Counc:l of the Buml

Daved 25th February 1972 S E - .

Signed
o Secretary

This Certificate i the COPYRIGHT Property of
® Thant® Trust

and the Audit Bureau of Circulations Lifiized, Bowbad.
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