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supposed that Gray, and probably Burke and the others, were killed by the 
Natives. 

" Thanks for all you did at the Meeting of the Geographical Society, and for 
the trollble you have taken in communicatinc with Arrowsn:lith as to callinC 
the new cotlntry Burke's Land. If, as I presume, the maps now sent find their 
way into the possession of that geoCrapher, perhaps you lvill let him know that 
by nest mail our Surveyor-3eneral, Mr Ligon, will have carried up his 
General Explorative Map of Allstralia to date, and that there will be some 
alteration of narnes, as I find, fiom thele being; so many explorint, parties, that 
three or four rivers have been christened after myselt; and some other people 
also; anel I have told Mr. LiCon that I have selected that named after me by 
WYalker --a new stleam flowinC to the south-west from the dividint, water- 
shed of the contillent and that he must find other names for the rest. 

"AIr. Liton's map will include the details of BIr. F. T. Gregory's recent 
tOU1S on the west coasty which that g;entleman, who lea^res, I believe, in the 
present mail for England, has put at his disposal. 

" BIr. Gregory's desire is to get the north-west corner of Australia proclaimed 
as .1 separate colony; alld I hope he will succeed, as it would much facilitate its 
occupation fbr grazinb purposes." 

The Papers read were- 

1.-The Surveys of II.M.S. ' Xerald ' in the Pacjic, under the Command 
of Captain E. Mangles l)enham, R.N., F.R.G.S., &c., &c. 

[Cal tain Denham's oliginal comtrlunication is printed at lent,th in Addi- 
tional Notices, p. 197a] 

THE PRESIDENT called attelltion to this nzemoir, which gave a brief outline 
of the very remarkle labonrs of Ckl3tain Denham, B.N., who, in command 
of H.M.S. Zerald, had most strikinCly enriched maritime Geoaraphy in his 

merous distillet surveys durin(r nearly ten years, and had serlt home to the 
Aclmiralty a multitude of data of the highest value in relation to terrestrial 
maanetism' tides, currents, deep-ses sevindings, &c. Captain Denham was the 
filst to ascertain the prodigious depth of the ocean (44,000 feet) between South 
America and South Africa, and to show that this depth far exceeded the 
(altitude of the hig;hest motllltains above the sea. One of the most vIsefll of 
the labours of Captain Denham lvas the establishment, after loncr and patient 
surveys, of the existence of a deep-sea passaae, fiom South to North, of gleat 
width, and of upwards of 700 miles ill lentth, to thf3 east of Allstralia, wholly 
free from coral-reefs and sunlien rocks; lvhilst his precise delineations of the 
olltlines of thc Fiji lslands, accompanied by numerous practical sketches, were 
y)lecious contributions to our knowledre of that interestin^, grotlp. 

'llhe second Paper read was- - 

2.-Excursiosx to Harrc?l in Padan Aram, and thence over Mount Gitead 
and the Jordan to SAlec71em. By CHARLES T. BEKE, Esq., PH. DR. 
F.S.A., F.R.G.S., &c. (Gold Medallist R.G.S.) 

THE allthor having e2zpressed the opinion in his ' Origines Biblicee,' 
published in 1834, that the Padan Aram of Abraham was the plain 
of Damascus, and not ZIesopotamia beyond Euprates, was induced 
by Mr. Porter's subsequent disconTery of .a village called Earran, 
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l 9 6 BENE'S ENCURSIONT TO HutRRAN, GILE,\V, AND SHECHE3J. [Jus-i; tG, 1862. 

]S llliles cast of I)amasclls, to anake a j()urney, ill collllan- lYitll 

his wife, in older to w-isit it, and to track tlle route, of the patria.rcl 
Jacob on his " seven days' journey" to Mount Gilead. Harrall is a, 
thrivinz, villa^,e of 150 to 200 stone llouses, plastered witll mud, and 
contains numerous architectural fragnaents, especia,lltr three Ionic 
colllnns, frolll wllich it derives its local lanle of Gaexan-el-Aunamtd. 
A fragment of an inscription was foulld, I)ut it was too defaced to 
be deciphered. Tllere exists no local tlaclition bearing on the 
ancient histoly of tlle village. Dr. Belie discovered a nTell on the 
we.stern side of the town, +rhich he conjectures to be the +se11 
" witllout the city " o-here Ablahaul's servant lnet Rebelcah. 

Ijeavin^, Ha-tslall ()1z Janu>aly lst, the travellels first passecl o+rel 
" the river" Avaj, the PhcaTphar of Scriptule, and tllen followed 
the great ITaj rocld acloss the plains of ETauran till they came to 
Jcbel Ajtun, or AXount Gilead, +R-llich they ascended. On reach- 
ing the summit, llear SIahnall, the AIallanaitll of Genesis, they 
obtained an extensive view, embracing most of tlle releal lSable 
places in Galilee. 'Then clescending \-0 acly Ajlun by IVellat-er- 
Rubbud, crossing AYadAr Bajib, (Ind passintr by the tomb of Atu 
(Obeida, they reached the Jordan, a little way to the north of AY-ady 
Zerka, the Jabbok of Scripture, near ̂ vllere Lieut. Alo]ynens's palty 
were plundered bGr the AIashalka (" Messallieli ") Arabs, lYllO, 011 

the present occasion, escolted Dr. allel Blrs. BelSe aUcross the tiver. 
After passint, tlle Jordan, howe er, they had a skirsuitsll witll somo 
Beduins; getting flee from whola, they crosseel the 3Iaklarud, a114 
ascended WVady Flr'a to Nablus, the ancient Shechem. 

In Dr. Beke's elaborate paper tlle geographical correspondence of 
the cllief places thlollgh shich he tratelled, +^itll the trents of the 
Bible llarrative, are discussed with minuteness. As regards tlle 
latter part of the journey he considers that after tlle patriarch Jacob 
had left Succotll (which he places to the south of the Jabbok) and 
crossed tlle Jordan, he entered A0Tady FOlr' at its junction witll the 
forlllel liver, passing; between the Ma.kl:lrud and Karn SarteSeh. 

THE PrEESIDENT beg?(?cl the Society ,cpecially to letllrll theil thallks to M-rs. 
Beke, as vell as to llel htlsband, as that lady llad shared ill a11 tlle incideIlts 
of the jotlrney N-llich hatl been desctibecl. 

3. l7Waxsativo of a Joussey thjolegh the lnterio} of Jupantrom lVayasaki 
to Yeddo. By Sir RUTHERFORD ALCOCE, I.C.B. F.R.G.S., Ext. WTin. 
Plen. and Consul-Gen. ill Japan. 
This journey, of which copious details are gia-en in Aclditional 

Aroticos, 1)- 20(), led thlougl-) the3 itlland sea of 3apan to l-Iiogo alld 
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