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of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above. Use additional sheets if necessary).

Target #l. (By Group A) - About 20 caves had been observed from 5000 feet, but
were not visible at lower altitudes because of haze and fog. Area was plastered, but
specific deamage could not be cbserved.

Target #2. (By Group B) - Again poor visibility prevented pilots from observing
damage, except for one explosion of XK what apparently had been an unobserved grasse
camouflaged building.

(p) Were Photographs Taken?___ K@ Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple.
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ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT
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Approach Tactics
Use of Cover, Deception
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Distance of Opening Fire
Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness
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Flight Operations
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AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT
CONFPIDENTIAL

REPORT No V=91 468

and comment freely,
Use additional sheets if necessary.)

in check list at left.

Caves believed in use by the Japs on Okinaws as emplacements and
for storage purposes were bombed and rocketed by two groups of four TBM=-38
from VC-91 on 24 May 1945. This report covers both flights.

mhe first (A) group Jeft the MAKIN ISLAND at 0800, led by Lt.
(jg) Smith, wikth Lt. Richards in a f#ifth VT loaded only with rockets as
Air Coordinator. The Four VC-91 planes carried three 500=pounders as
well as eight 5" HE rockets., Upon reportin~ to the Marines' CSA, they
were assigned to a target with four VYT from PETROF BAY and three from
HOGGATT. They waited two hours vefore getting started on that target
asfignment, however, first being transferred by the larine CSA To the
Army CSA on the east side of the island, then being transferred back.

The target was a ridge at TA 7457 K KLH, near the souther tip
of the island, where caves were reported being used for storage of
supplies. The weather had a peculiar effect on target visibility - a fo g
extending up to 1500 feet and a heze from there to 3000 feet making
visibility better at 5000 feet taan at lower altitudes. From that point
about 20 caves were observed, but they could not be seen at lower
altitudes. As a result X the pilots did not make the normal dummy
gpotting runse.

Relying on a sabturation type altack when the cayes faded from
sight during their dives, the pilots 2K pushed over at 5000 fect at an
angle of 45 degrees and released at sbout 2500 feet, dropping all three
bombs in salve. This run was followed by one at 35 degrees in which all
eight rockets were fired at 1000 yards slant range. The Coordinator, JL
and four HE rockets te the bambardment, report-
ed all bombs and rockets hit in the specified area., Results could not
be determined,

While crossing the island in
the pilots saw about four rounds of five-inch AA burst some 1000 feet
ahead of them, at their altituds, but it was not followed by any closer
bursts. |

Lt. R. P. Riclwrds (Air Coordinator)
Lto(jg) A, L. Smith

Ltt(,jg) De G. Kane

Bng. D. P. Griesinger

Bns. K. W, Neubauer

Pilots were:

The second (B) group, led by Lt.(jg) MoNeela, consisted of four
VI's loaded with eight rockets and two 500-pound GP's; it took off at
1130 and sn hour later was on target.

The terget was ceves on +the northeast side of a ridge in TA
7666FGE and 7669VV, just southeast of Naha inner Herbor , which were

reported in use as Jap KEEEEEEER fortified troop and gun emplacements.
Again the pilots were handiespped by haze up to 2500 feet, vidch obscured
the targets, with solid clouds from 2600 to 6000 feet.

Because specific targets could not be seen at low altitudes, no
dumny runs were made. Instead the pilots went immediately into their
usual loose column formation for two bombing and four rocket MK runs,

dropping their bombs singly and firing their rockets in pairs. Four of
the eight GP's

and 28 of the 32 rockets landed in the area, but results
e - fGgmtdmaed on Page 5)

beinz shifted from one CSA to another
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MATERIAL DATA.
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on performance or suitability, list at left

sheets if necessary

) One bomb (group A) failed to release until during return
toward base when pilot opened bomb bays to try again, snd it dropped out,
Cause: probable defective shackle. A pilot in Group B, flying the
same plane, had identical difficulty but his bomb fell near the target

area,

2o Two rockets failed to fire on one plane., Cause:

became unplugged, probably during catapulting.

plugs

(Continued from Page 4)

could not be determined -- except for an explosion of what apparently
had been an unobserved grass-camouflaged building.

Bombing runs were at 40 degrees, starting at 3000 feet with
release at 1800 feet. Rockets were fired at 1000 to 700 yards slant
renre, at an angle of 30 degrees.

No AA was encountered.

Pilots were:
Lt. Je M, Fletcher
Lto(.jg) Je Po lichesla
Engs, He E. Vieau
Ens. S. E. Ulmer

~ Fo M, BLANCHARD, LT., Ce0. 24

F\’ANK AND DUTY

May 45

RANK AND DUTY ‘ﬁ! I‘ ATI DATE
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